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Parish Council
May Report

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting was held on 26th April in the Pavilion. Residents and groups attended to
hear presentations about council activities for the last year and future plans.

Become a Parish Councillor
Would you like to engage with your fellow residents and work to sustain and improve the quality of village
life in Church Hanborough and Long Hanborough? As a Parish Councillor people regard you as
responsible for things that happen locally. You will make a difference by influencing decisions that affect
our village community. Being a Councillor is of course a commitment but highly satisfying.

Please contact the Parish Clerk to find out how you might get involved as we will have a vacancy in May.

Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this
site. You can also contact us through the website for non urgent enquiries. www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Community website
With the rapid increase in population it is imperative that Hanborough maintains its community feel and
most importantly that those who live here feel welcomed and feel part of that community. This website is
designed to promote that and bring everyone together in an appreciation of the space they inhabit. https:/
/www.hanboroughcommunity.co.uk

Reporting highway problems
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems.
Councillors would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have be it pot holes,
damaged signs, overgrown paths etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give
you a reference number to follow up if necessary. The registered problems are also visible to others and
will help us to understand where there are issues.

Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made,
WODC make the decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site.
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/

There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning
applications in your area. You can register at he following location.
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/

Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 14th June 2022 at 7:00pm
in the Pavilion.

An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding
Thursday. Members of the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make
statements or queries by prior written request to the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day
before the meeting and joining instructions will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may
change.
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The Parish Councillors
Martin Barrow-Starkey. Tel.: 882678
email: martinbarrowstarkey@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Michael Franklin. Tel.: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com

Rod Fraser. Tel.: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Rich Fuller. Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Gill Grahame. Tel: 881805
email: gillybatt@icloud.com

Penelope Marcus (chair). Tel: 07718 763714
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com

San Newman. Tel: 07879 896380
email: samnewmanhpc@gmail.com

Steve Page. Tel: 07703 545349
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Kerry Scarlett. Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com

Lucy Tritton. Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Stacey White-Rose. Tel: 07766 011460
email: slwhite12@hotmail.com

Officers of the Parish Council.
Jon Gammage: Clerk. 2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under
Wychwood, OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884 email: clerk@hanborough-
pc.gov.uk

Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer.
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and
Allotments matters.
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN email:
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com
Office Hours: 01993 773532, Mobile 0776 7020 290

County & District Councillors supporting
Hanborough Parish Council.

LiamWalker: County Councillor.
Tel: 07850 014350 email:
Liam.Walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Merilyn Davies: District Councillor.
Tel: 07966 796178 e-mail:
merilyn.Davies@westoxon.gov.uk

Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor.
Tel: 07768 898914 e-mail:
alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk



Blue lidded bins are for all
recycling except glass bottles/jars.

In GREEN weeks, general
recycling, glass, food waste,
cooking and engine oil, batteries,
bagged fabrics, shoes, small
electrical items and garden waste
will be collected.

In GREY weeks, general rubbish
and food waste will be collected.

Residents can now report a
missed bin collection via this
online form:
westoxon.gov.uk/missedbin

More details to be found at:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-and-
recycling/what-to-put-in-your-bin/
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It is with sadness that I must step aside from my
role here at the Herald.

It has been a pleasure working with Nigel, Val,
Michael, Sarah & Jane plus our wonderful
contributors. I hold myself to a high standard, a
standard which I cannot meet and do the Herald
justice.

I started this with the intention of being here for
the long run but ultimately a new role at work,
baby Maximus to attend alongside our toddler
Arthur and the impending return to the office and
commute to London means I have little spare
time.

There is so much potential here and I hope
whoever takes the reigns can give the care and
attention to unlock that.

Note From The Editor

Notices From the Village
Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald
delivered to you, they are available from the
following locations: The Cycle Shop, The
Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage,
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers or
online at:
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk

Hanborough Herald Editor
Due to work and family commitments, Josh Pittaway has reluctantly decided to stand down
from the post of editor/compiler of the Hanborough Herald. As a result, we need a new
editor for the Hanborough Herald. Essential attributes:
� ability to work to monthly deadlines,
� computer familiarity,
� attention to detail,
� professional approach .

To ensure the Herald continues for the village after the summer, we need a replacement editor,
if not, it is likely to cease. If anyone is willing to be considered for the role of editor, or for
further information, please contact:

Nigel James 01993 881711; e-mail home.james125@btinternet.com

by 30th June 2022
NJ 1.5.22

Road closure in Church Hanborough
Friday 3 June 2022

Subject to WODC approval, the road in
Church Hanborough will be closed to
through traffic all day on 3 June for Platinum
Jubilee celebrations.
The Hand and Shears will remain open as
usual, and parking will be available as
normal except on the village square.

Platinum Jubilee Party Planning Group

Colin Smith, Stuart, Selena and Steven would
like to thank everyone for their cards and kind
thoughts sent in memory of his wife and their
mum, Priscilla (Joyce) who passed away on
30th March after a short illness.



A new Parish Council was elected in May 2021. A third were new members, who brought fresh a�tudes and ideas about how the
Council carried out its du�es and responsibili�es. A challenge for the new Council was that its term would be three years, not the
customary four, since the previous Council had been extended by a year because of Covid. The Council would have to work
especially hard and efficiently to achieve its objec�ves. There was no ques�on of members simply ‘si�ng on’ the Council.

We promptly met to discover what could be achieved within the three years. What did Hanborough need, or want? Were they the
same? What could we do in three years that would make a difference? What are our basic goals? They are that this Parish Council
will make a difference to life in Hanborough, we will seek out the many ways that we can improve living in Hanborough. The ‘we’
must be the whole community, that every-one, of every age, in Hanborough is involved in making that difference.

We set four principles, the four Cs:
Contact – listen to what residents want and communicate what we do
Consult – work as a partner and enabler to community groups and organisa�ons
Conserve – care for and enhance our environment
Connect – promote a safe and sustainable local transport system

We hope that what we are about to present meets those goals.

The Parish Council work over the past year has fallen roughly into two areas. One, is to carry out the responsibili�es of ensuring/
maintaining the public standards of life which Hanborough residents expect, and, indeed, contribute to through local taxes.

The second, exci�ngly, is that the PC has accumulated the very considerable sum of Sec�on 106 funds of £800,000 from the four
large developers in Hanborough to create recrea�onal facili�es. Following surveys of residents we are considering four large
projects: building a village hub, adjacent to the Pavilion, to provide good leisure, cultural, health and well-being facili�es for all
residents; developing the field behind Vanbrugh View as an orchard, community garden, wild flower meadow, allotments;
remodelling the Pit Area to include a skate board track, pump track, and other equipment for young people; and extending and
improving facili�es for the Hanborough Community Associa�on at the Recrea�on Hall. Rather than me, explaining our plans, I’ve
asked the four councillors who are leading these important projects to describe the details.

Dealing with the responsibility towards improving public standards of life.

Much of Hanborough is located on the A4095, which, was heavily congested during the morning and evening rush-hours and much
used by HGVs. The 30mph speed limit was not being observed in the two villages and we were approached by OCC about the
introduc�on of 20mph zones. We, therefore, decided to install Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) that warn drivers of excessive
speeding. One to be located by the new Surgery, another at the entrance to Long Hanborough from Church Hanborough, to improve
safety for children going to the Manor School. Another SID will be moved around Hanborough where speeding is observed.
Following a consulta�on in Church Hanborough, residents have requested that OCC recognise the whole village as a 20mph zone.
Further inves�ga�ons are to be undertaken to see if the same status can be given to part, or all, of Long Hanborough. Speed data
strips are being analysed for informa�on about the passage of vehicles through Hanborough.

The PC was approached by the campaign group, WivTag (Windrush Valley Travel Ac�on Group), which was set up following the
decision to restrict the weight of vehicles passing through Burford High Street and the A361. The traffic restric�on led to widespread
dispersal of HGVs having to travel through neighbouring small villages and towns. This even impacted the A4095 through
Hanborough. We supported WivTag in their submissions to OCC who abolished the restric�on earlier this year.

The 233 bus operates between Burford and Woodstock daily. Following requests a request for covered bus shelters by the new
Surgery and by the North Field, which is an exposed area, OCC are installing shelters, soon.

The PC, working with Bladon Parish Council requested OCC to install a new path between Hanborough and Bladon. The downside
was, unfortunately, traffic delays during the construc�on, but the result is that the path has been widened to 2m, providing, for the
first �me, a safe, well-surfaced pavement for pedestrians, cyclists and wheel-chair users between the two villages. Walking or cycling
on the old path alongside speeding HGVs was unpleasant and dangerous and a disincen�ve to anyone to use it at night. The new
pavement meets requirements of OCC’s Ac�ve and Healthy Travel Strategy for rural communi�es, and will encourage residents to
walk, cycle or run to where they formerly may have driven.

Report by HPC to Hanborough Annual Parish Meeting 26
April 2022



Within Hanborough itself, there have been monthly foot-path walks checking their state, which have been the tradi�onal arteries
across the Parish. It is so important that they are maintained.

Hanborough is a member of VTN, Village Travel Network, a group of eight villages surrounding Blenheim, which seek to establish
travel, pedestrian and cycle routes around the villages.

The Council is involved in ensuring the public standards of the environment, and the collec�on of rubbish of different kinds within
the Parish. In 2020 all the communal bins were removed from Riely Close, and last year WODC took on the problem of street and
dog waste. The new WODC joint waste-dog poo bins, replace the many separate containers, and are be placed for the convenience
of users. A dog bin and free bag dispenser were installed by the Pavilion for dog-walkers crossing the Playing Fields.

Regular li�er-picking groups have worked through the villages and have no�ceably improved the character and appearance of the
environment. The Parish would benefit from having dedicated street team to do this work. We are responsible for the maintenance
of and organise regular inspec�ons of the children’s play areas and the MUGA, which has to be frequently re-ne�ed because of holes
being cut in it. Environmental Assistant, Tom Skelly, deals with li�er in the children’s play area in the Pit every day, and the Clerk also
covers the Hanborough Gate playground, following its adop�on by the Parish.

Trees shedding their branches have proved a serious problem and we now have ins�tuted a regular Duty of Care Report on trees
and carry out recommended works.

The Parish Council, has been concerned about how informa�on about its work can be circulated. We have good on-line parish
council no�ceboard, run by Rob Hancock, refurbished the no�ceboard in Riely Close, and will do the same for Church Hanborough by
the Hand and Shears. In the last year Stacey Rose-White set up the Hanborough Parish Council Official Facebook, spreading news of
not only PC but also of other village events and road traffic informa�on – or anything affec�ng Hanborough.

Following a successful applica�on for £1000 by the Council to the WODC Welcome Back Fund, Hanborough has been put on a
wonderfully designed map by Rob Hancock. Following research by Lucy Tri�on, the map indicates all the chief features of the Parish.
It is located on a stand outside the Manor School, and we are inves�ga�ng whether a map could also be located at Hanborough
Sta�on.

Other important installa�ons are the mini libraries, generously donated by the Blenheim Estate, placed outside the Meadow Pre
School, Hurdeswell, Riely Close and hopefully, at the Sta�on. Since the Library Van Service no longer visits Hanborough, these small
libraries, stacked with books, are an important cultural facility in the Parish.

The HPFA vitally provide for Hanborough’s health and well-being. We have provided them with a new tractor shed, and are
inves�ga�ng the provision of a football viewing standing area on three sides of the pitch. The surface of the pitch needs protec�on,
especially in the winter. Recent storms and cricket balls have badly damaged the roof of the Pavilion and it urgently needs repairing.
We hope this will start at the end of May.

Hanborough is renowned for its public events, a�rac�ng visitors from afar. The Hanborough Show, will sadly not take place this
year. Last year’s fireworks at the Pavilion were astounding successful and raised a lot of money for village chari�es. We are very
grateful to the Firework Commi�ee for all their work.

The Council supported, the carol singing around the Christmas tree in Hurdeswell, which Spor�f Suzuki have so generously donated
for many years and was organised by the Rector, Rev Stephen Stewart.

As Chair, I would personally like to warmly thank all my fellow Councillors for their support and for all that they have achieved this
past year, but special thanks are owed to Jon Gammage, the Parish Clerk, and to Adrian Edwards, the Responsible Finance Officer.
They have been uns�n�ng in their help for ensuring that the schedule of responsibili�es and du�es for which we were elected were
carried out. Our thanks as well, to Tom Skelly, the Parish Environmental Assistant, who has kept areas up to Hanborough standard.

Penelope Marcus
Chair Hanborough Parish Council
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THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
2-5 June 2022
HANBOROUGH CELEBRATIONS

Hanborough Parish Council is delighted that there are many events and ac�vi�es arranged by
different groups in our community to celebrate The Queen’s Pla�num Jubilee over the four-day Bank
Holiday weekend. This will be the first �me a Bri�sh monarch has marked a Pla�num Jubilee of 70
years as Sovereign. In September 2015, The Queen overtook Queen Victoria as the longest reigning
monarch.

A programme of ac�vi�es is listed below, correct as at the end of April. Please look out for updates to this informa�on on the
Hanborough Community website www.hanboroughcommunity.co.uk and the Hanborough Parish Council Facebook page
www.facebook.com/HanboroughParishCouncil

If you have an event that is not listed here, please let us know and we will share the informa�on via our websites.

You can search for other events locally via the official jubilee website www.pla�numjubilee.gov.uk

All children aged 2 – 11 will receive a commemora�ve Jubilee gi� in �me for the event. This will be given to them at Daffodil
Nursery, Hanborough Manor School, Hanborough Meadows Pre-scho ol, or Hanborough Pre-school.

Please send in pictures of events as a memento of the occasion – we would like to share them on our websites and in the July
edi�on of the Hanborough Herald. For reasons of child-safety, regre�ably we cannot use pictures that could mean the iden�ty
and loca�on of a child is iden�fiable.

Calendar of events

The Big Jubilee Lunch (Thursday to Sunday)
In 2009, the Eden Project started an annual UK get-together for neighbours and communi�es to come together and share ameal,
ge�ng to know each other be�er. In 2022, they are invi�ng communi�es across the UK to come together for The Big Jubilee
Lunch on Sunday 5th June, as part of the official celebra�ons.

We are aware of many events taking place around the community on different days over the weekend – if one has not yet been
organised for your street, it’s not too late to see if you can set one up with your neighbours! www.thebigjubileelunch.co.uk

Hanborough Garden Club - Parish Floral Displays (Thursday to Sunday)
Hanborough Garden Club has asked members and villagers to create floral displays throughout the community during the
weekend. This could be a wreath on your door, an arrangement in your window, or garlands around your garden gate – anything
goes! If you are a business or shop in the village, it would be great if you could decorate your window or outdoor space in the
same way, with balloons and bun�ng. The colour theme for the Pla�num Jubilee is purple.

Methodist Church - Flower Fes�val (Thursday, - Sunday)
Long Hanborough Methodist Church is holding a Jubilee Flower Fes�val. The church will be open between 10 am and 3 pm on
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Come along to enjoy floral and other displays on a Pla�num Jubilee theme created by local
organisa�ons and groups. The café will be open at these �mes, with free coffee and cake available. All are welcome.

Thursday 2 June

Hanborough Walking Group - Bea�ng the Bounds Walks
“Bea�ng the bounds” is a centuries-old tradi�on, aimed at reminding everyone in a community of where its boundaries are.
Most, but not all, are shown on modern maps, and common or village land may not be clearly fenced or marked. Not everyone
knows where these boundaries and areas are – this is an opportunity to share and enjoy the area in which we live.

There will be four guided walks of different lengths - from 1 to 4 miles – all star�ng from the Pavilion. Come along at 5.30 pm on
Thursday and choose your length of walk! We will be exploring and walking all the footpaths in Long Hanborough and Church
Hanborough - there are many wonderful walks in the parish, come and find out where they are. The shorter walks will be across
more-easily accessible ground. These are walks for everyone, and we encourage you to return to the Pavilion a�erwards for the
quiz and ligh�ng of the beacon.
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The Jubilee Beacon
There is a long tradi�on of celebra�ng Royal Jubilees, Weddings and Corona�ons with the ligh�ng of beacons. A beacon chain, once
used as a tool for communica�on, has now become a symbol of unity across towns, borders, countries, and con�nents and is o�en
the central point of focus for any outdoor gathering or celebra�on. In 1897, beacons were lit to celebrate Queen Victoria’s Diamond
Jubilee. In 1977, 2002 and 2012, beacons commemorated the Silver, Golden and Diamond Jubilees of The Queen, and in 2016 Her
Majesty’s 90th birthday.

Hanborough will be honouring this tradi�on and, alongside more than 2000 other communi�es around the UK, a beacon will be lit
at the Pavilion at on Thursday at 9.45 pm. You can find out more at www.queensjubileebeacons.com

The Hand & Shears – Live Music
There will be live music in the pub in Church Hanborough on Thursday from 8pm.

Hanborough Playing Fields Associa�on - Jubilee Quiz
The HPFA are organising a quiz at the Pavilion. Doors open on Thursday at 7.30 pm. Tickets are £5 each, to include a supper of jacket
potato and filling, for teams of up to six players. The Pavilion bar will be open throughout the evening. You do not need to be a
member to come to the event – come and have a great evening.

Friday 3rd June

Methodist Church
Come along for 12.00 noon on Friday, when prayers for the na�on will be said. Village Voices will also sing the Jubilee Song. The café
is open, with free coffee and cake available. You can also admire the Jubilee-themed floral and other displays. Nobody should miss
seeing them.

Church Hanborough
The road between the Hand & Shears and the village square in front of the church will be closed to traffic on Friday between 2pm
and 10pm. The pub will be open for lunch and snacks as usual from 12pm – 4pm, but please walk or park along the road due to the
road closure. Residents have planted up a special Jubilee wildflower verge, which they hope to be in full bloom for the weekend.

The Three Horseshoes - Garden Party
The Three Horseshoes is holding a garden party. The party will start on Friday at 3pm, with live music from Russell Turner, DJ
Kameron and The Usual Suspects from 8.30 pm. West Indian street food will be available. For more informa�on, please see their
poster.

Saturday 4th June

Cricket at the Pavilion
The Hanborough First XI will be hos�ng Hook Norton First XI, as part of the Cherwell League Division, 4B and will be a 50 over game.
It begins at 12.30pm, and the team looks forward to all supporters, new and long-standing.

Recrea�on Hall – drop-in session
There will be a tea, coffee, and cake “drop in” on Saturday from 2 to 4pm. A lovely event for everyone to come to!

The Hand & Shears – High Tea *special Jubilee offer*
The pub will be open for lunch as usual from 12 noon. There is a special jubilee menu addi�on of a high tea on Saturday a�ernoon
for £8.95 – men�on the Hanborough Herald, and you can get it at the discounted price of £6.95.

Sunday 5th June

St Peter & St Paul Church, Church Hanborough – Sunday Service
There will be a Joint Service for the Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland at 10am to celebrate the Pla�num Jubilee. The Church
hopes to include one or two of the Queen’s favourite hymns. Pupils from the Manor School will be reading out their own tributes to
the Queen, and Guide and Scout groups will be parading to the Church. Everyone is welcome to a�end.

Methodist Church – Sunday Service
The service will take place at 10am. All are welcome!

Hanborough Bus Museum
The Bus Museum is offering free entry and bus rides. All are welcome!
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The Hanborough Herald would like to join with
everyone in the village,

in celebrating Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee
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We here at Elderberries love the Queen!
There is no question that all of us see
her as such a strong presence in our
lives and recognise her lifelong service
to our country.

We also see her for the woman that she
is,a daughter of an unexpected King
whose life was not one that she had
expected. But despite this, our
wonderful Queen Elizabeth has been
the epitome of strength and grace
serving the nation for 70 years and only
now slightly slowing down. She has

Elderberries
experienced wartime as well as
family scandals and tragedies with
dignity and a sense of duty as the
monarch we can all look to in times
of need.

We at Elderberries will celebrate our
Queens Platinum Jubilee and raise a
glass to her and wish her well!

Next month will feature our
celebration but this month I have
simply chosen some photos from last
Wednesday which I feel perfectly
show our enjoyment of being
together Gill Grahame
881805
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In recent weeks, notwithstanding delays and
frustrations, many households across Hanborough
and Freeland, including members of our local
churches, have welcomed refugees from the war in
Ukraine – a show of wonderful kindness and
hospitality to, in many ways the most unlikely, of
visitors. Who could have imagined such a situation
only a few months ago! And it has been one of the
delights of the churches in Hanborough and
Freeland to lay on coffee mornings and afternoons
so that our Ukrainian friends can meet up with one
another.
Welcoming and hospitality are absolutely central to
what it means to be “church”. Indeed, the word
“church” in the English Bible is how we translate the
Greek word ekklesia, which refers simply to a
gathering of people. Of course, not everybody has
had the best experience of church, but there is no
question that Jesus calls Christians to be a
welcoming community – indeed, a family. But a
family that is always growing, always open to new
members, always open to visitors, always ready to
welcome people for the first time or who perhaps
have not been part of a church for a very, very long
time.
Perhaps you have been thinking for a while about
whether you might like to go to a church service,
thinking a little bit more deeply about God and
matters of faith, or just want to discover new things
and new people. Wherever you are at, I want you to
know that we would be delighted for you to join us at
any of our Sunday services, where I know you will
receive that warm welcome. And, I hope and pray,
receive an unexpected joy.
If you would like to learn more about church and
what it means to be a Christian, simply join us at
any of our churches on a Sunday morning (see
hfchurch.org.uk) or contact me for a chat at
rector@hfchurch.org.uk

With much love in Christ Jesus,

Rev Steve Stewart

If you would like to learn more about church and
what it means to be a Christian, simply join us at any
of our churches on a Sunday morning (see
hfchurch.org.uk) or contact me for a chat at
rector@hfchurch.org.uk

If you have just recently moved into the
Hanboroughs and have not yet received a
Welcome Pack, do please let us know. This
is a scheme run by the Hanborough
Churches, and the pack contains
information with contact numbers about
things that go on in the villages and a map
to help you find your way around.
Similarly if a new family has arrived near
you, we would love to welcome them and
give them a Welcome Pack.
So please do get in touch!
Please contact:
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

New to the Village?

The churches will be open daily during the
week for private prayer and for those who
simply wish to visit this beautiful medieval
church building.

All are welcome of course to join us for our
10:00am Sunday morning services. At St
Peter and St Paul Church Hanborough, St
Mary the Virgin Freeland and Christ
Church Long Hanborough, there will be a
10:00am service every week, and
everyone from our community is invited to
join us on this new adventure. You can see
a video on our website in which the new
service patterns and the thinking behind
them are presented by the clergy and
wardens. St Mary the Virgin Freeland is
also open for private prayer 9:00am-
5:00pm throughout the week.

Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland
Letter from Our Rector

The congregation which used to meet in
the Manor School has moved to Christ
Church (on Main Road opposite the Old
Doctors’ Surgery). You are warmly invited
to join us for worship on Sundays at
10:00am. Children and young people are
always welcome, and some weeks they
also meet in their own groups: Wayfarers
(3-11 yrs) and Focus (11-16 yrs).
On the 5th Sunday of each month, all our
churches meet together for worship at St
Peter & Paul, Church Hanborough.

On the Particulars of Christ Church,
Long Hanborough and St Peter & Paul
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Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA)
After a few months of ‘resting’ from writing we are back, with we hope, interesting, informative and useful reads
for allotmenteers, home gardeners and armchair dreamers. As ever we will aim to provide timely advice about
getting the most from your plot, what wildlife to look out for, both beneficial and not so welcome, and the folklore
that has driven sowing and growing through human history. So, without further ado here is…

Newsletter 39 – Lettuce reign over you: The Queen starts an allotment

It seems only fitting that in her Platinum Jubilee Year that we should highlight the Queen’s contribution to growing
your own. “Lettuce reign over you” was the headline coined by Maurice Chittenden, in the Sunday Times, in June
2009 to announce that Britain’s burgeoning army of urban allotment holders now had a royal champion. The
Queen, in support of grow you own, had ordered that part of the Buckingham Palace gardens be turned into an
environmentally friendly vegetable patch.

It was the first time the palace has grown kitchen produce since it took part in the
"dig for victory" campaign during the Second World War. The Queen had the 30ft
by 12ft vegetable patch dug at the rear of the 40-acre gardens in an area known as
the "yard bed", previously used for growing summer flowers.

Of course, growing your own and specifically allotmenting has a much longer history. Allotments have been in
existence for hundreds of years, in Britain possibly as far back as the Anglo-Saxons. The system we recognise
today however has its roots in the Nineteenth Century, when land was given over to the labouring poor for the
provision of food growing. This was a desperately needed measure following the rapid industrialisation of the
country, which had drawn so many people into towns and cities without provision in place to support their health
and welfare. In 1908 the Small Holdings and Allotments Act placed a duty on local authorities to provide sufficient
allotments, according to demand. However, it wasn’t until the end of the First World War that land was made
available to all, primarily as a way of assisting returning service men (Land Settlement Facilities Act 1919) instead
of just the labouring poor.

Since then, whilst a number of protections have been strengthened, allotment fortunes have waxed and waned.
Demand has never been higher, but many thousands of plots have been lost to neglect and now increasingly, even
with thriving and long established allotments, to commercial or housing development. Some new allotment sites
are being established, but sadly not in the numbers that are suggested by demand. If you are lucky to rent an
allotment and survive the ups and downs they present in the first couple of years (be under no illusions they can
be hard work) there are not many things that offer such a haven of peace, an opportunity to experience the
changes of the seasons close at hand and that gives you the chance to sow, grow and eat the best of just picked
produce.

Robert Brault captured it perfectly when he said…

If you've never experienced the joy of accomplishing more than you can imagine, plant a garden (or... an
allotment).

The Association welcomes new members. If you have a plot on Cemetery Allotments and you would like to join the
Association just email us: hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.com Contact Adrian Edwards at
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com or 01993 773532, Mobile 0776 7020 290.

Princess Elizabeth and Margaret
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Closures

Please be aware that the Palace,
Formal Gardens, Great Court, West
Courtyard and the Orangery will be
closed on 14th May 2022 for a private
event.

The Churchill Exhibition will be closed
on Tuesday 17th May from 10.30 to
12.30, and the Upstairs Tour at 12.00
on 25th May is not available for
bookings.

For any more closure updates please
see the link… https://
www.blenheimpalace.com/visitus/
opening-times/

A Great British Jubilee Platinum
Celebration…

Celebrate Jubilee Weekend in style at
Britain’s Greatest Palace. Join us for
a royally entertaining Bank Holiday
weekend of events to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, Thursday
2nd– Sunday 5th June.

The Porch
Deborah Balding

Thank you to all who have faithfully supported me, and The Porch during the
winter and spring months.

Your efforts are never taken for granted.

The dates for the summer months are
June 4/18/
July 2/16/30.
August 13/28th

Please leave donations in my porch-7 Millwood End.
Best wishes to you all for a happy summer and, again, thank you.
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33 The Manor House
The house was built in 1628 by 
Thomas Bouchier and became 
known as the Manor House 
in 1841. The house has been 
extended and altered over 
the years. In the 1970s it was 
a motel and now some of the 
buildings have been converted 
into flats.

Suggested Hanborough  
walking route:

 1 Milestone
 2 Old School
 3 Manor House
 4 Old Bakery
 5 Park Lane
 6 Railway Station
 7 Bus Museum
 8 Pinsley Wood
 9 St Peter and St Paul
 10 Coffin Path
11 War Memorial

22 The Old School
The Old School was built in 
1879. After the building of 
The Manor School in 1960, it 
became the Infants’ School 
or ‘Little School’ with children 
starting in Reception and 
then going up to the Manor 
School in Year 1. The school 
was closed in 1998. 

44 The Old Bakery
The Old Bakery 
has had many 
reincarnations. It has 
been a grocery, an 
antique shop and is 
now a beauty parlour.

‘Muddy Lane’
Millwood End takes you to 
numerous walks through 
Mill Wood and Abel Wood 
and ‘Muddy Lane’ is one 
of them. The woods were 
once shooting grounds for 
the Duke of Marlborough. 
There are also delightful 
walks along the River 
Evenlode and walks to 
Combe and East End.

66 Hanborough Station
Hanborough station opened in 
1853 when the Oxford, Worcester 
& Wolverhampton Railway was 
constructed. There are regular 
services to Oxford, London and 
Worcester. On 30 January 1965, 
a funeral train brought Winston 
Churchill’s body here for burial at 
nearby Bladon. 

77 Oxfordshire Bus Museum
The Oxford Bus Museum was 
set up in 1967. Bus enthusiasts 
have subsequently collected, 
restored and run over 40 vintage 
buses and coaches that originally 
served travellers in Oxford and 
Oxfordshire.

88 Pinsley Wood
The area of woodland now called 
Pinsley Wood was mentioned in 
the Domesday Book in 1086. From 
1237 there are records of it being 
called Pin’s Wood. It was used as 
a source of timber for building or 
for coppicing. The wood is famous 
locally for its fantastic display of 
bluebells in the spring and for its 
wealth of wildlife.

1111 War Memorial
The war memorial was 
dedicated on 28 December 
1919 and His Grace the Duke 
of Marlborough attended the 
unveiling. The memorial was 
originally positioned on a small 
green where the roundabout 
now is and was moved to its 
present position in 1969. Many 
of the soldiers from the village 
who died in the First World 
War are remembered in some of 
the village’s road names. Look 
out for them: Gessey, Woodward, 
Norridge and Willis.

Stone has been quarried in Hanborough 
since 1260. Church Hanborough church 
was believed to have been built from local 
stone quarried in Pinsley Wood. Two men 
were killed by a landslide in a Hanborough 
quarry in 1811. To the north of Long 
Hanborough, stone from a quarry owned 
by the Lay family was used to build the 
Oxford University Press building in Walton 
Street and also Eynsham Hall.

Thanks to the following contributors: 
The families of Norman Hayes and 
John Davidson for kindly allowing us 
to reproduce their artworks of the 
village.
Liz and Richard Bowler for photos of 
Pinsley Wood and the Evenlode valley.
Oxfordshire County Council – 
Oxfordshire History Centre for 
permission to reproduce the archive 
photographs of Lay quarry and 
Hanborough Station in 1965.

Compiled by Hanborough Parish Council and designed by Rob Hancock

99 St Peter and St Paul
Reputedly founded in 1108, 
during the reign of Henry I, 
the church is a beautiful 
and historic building. There 
is a Norman tympanum 
(decorative panel) over the 
north porch, showing St 
Peter holding keys, with 
the Lion of St Mark and the 
Lamb of God. There are 
wall paintings in the Lady 
Chapel as well as three 
medieval screens across 
the width of the church.

1010 Coffin Path
The Coffin Path 
is a very useful 
route connecting 
Long Hanborough 
and Church 
Hanborough. The 
path was once used 
to take coffins to 
the parish church in 
Church Hanbrough 
for burial, hence 
the name. 

11 Milestone
A milestone was installed on 
Main Road in 2012 to celebrate 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
It is made from Oxfordshire 
stone and carved by Alec 
Peever, a local sculptor.

For even more information about Hanborough and the surrounding area, go to the village website.

W E L C O M E  T O  H A N B O R O U G H
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known as the Manor House 
in 1841. The house has been 
extended and altered over 
the years. In the 1970s it was 
a motel and now some of the 
buildings have been converted 
into flats.

Suggested Hanborough  
walking route:
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 4 Old Bakery
 5 Park Lane
 6 Railway Station
 7 Bus Museum
 8 Pinsley Wood
 9 St Peter and St Paul
 10 Coffin Path
11 War Memorial

22 The Old School
The Old School was built in 
1879. After the building of 
The Manor School in 1960, it 
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or ‘Little School’ with children 
starting in Reception and 
then going up to the Manor 
School in Year 1. The school 
was closed in 1998. 

44 The Old Bakery
The Old Bakery 
has had many 
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been a grocery, an 
antique shop and is 
now a beauty parlour.
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Millwood End takes you to 
numerous walks through 
Mill Wood and Abel Wood 
and ‘Muddy Lane’ is one 
of them. The woods were 
once shooting grounds for 
the Duke of Marlborough. 
There are also delightful 
walks along the River 
Evenlode and walks to 
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1853 when the Oxford, Worcester 
& Wolverhampton Railway was 
constructed. There are regular 
services to Oxford, London and 
Worcester. On 30 January 1965, 
a funeral train brought Winston 
Churchill’s body here for burial at 
nearby Bladon. 

77 Oxfordshire Bus Museum
The Oxford Bus Museum was 
set up in 1967. Bus enthusiasts 
have subsequently collected, 
restored and run over 40 vintage 
buses and coaches that originally 
served travellers in Oxford and 
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88 Pinsley Wood
The area of woodland now called 
Pinsley Wood was mentioned in 
the Domesday Book in 1086. From 
1237 there are records of it being 
called Pin’s Wood. It was used as 
a source of timber for building or 
for coppicing. The wood is famous 
locally for its fantastic display of 
bluebells in the spring and for its 
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originally positioned on a small 
green where the roundabout 
now is and was moved to its 
present position in 1969. Many 
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who died in the First World 
War are remembered in some of 
the village’s road names. Look 
out for them: Gessey, Woodward, 
Norridge and Willis.
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since 1260. Church Hanborough church 
was believed to have been built from local 
stone quarried in Pinsley Wood. Two men 
were killed by a landslide in a Hanborough 
quarry in 1811. To the north of Long 
Hanborough, stone from a quarry owned 
by the Lay family was used to build the 
Oxford University Press building in Walton 
Street and also Eynsham Hall.
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John Davidson for kindly allowing us 
to reproduce their artworks of the 
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99 St Peter and St Paul
Reputedly founded in 1108, 
during the reign of Henry I, 
the church is a beautiful 
and historic building. There 
is a Norman tympanum 
(decorative panel) over the 
north porch, showing St 
Peter holding keys, with 
the Lion of St Mark and the 
Lamb of God. There are 
wall paintings in the Lady 
Chapel as well as three 
medieval screens across 
the width of the church.

1010 Coffin Path
The Coffin Path 
is a very useful 
route connecting 
Long Hanborough 
and Church 
Hanborough. The 
path was once used 
to take coffins to 
the parish church in 
Church Hanbrough 
for burial, hence 
the name. 

11 Milestone
A milestone was installed on 
Main Road in 2012 to celebrate 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
It is made from Oxfordshire 
stone and carved by Alec 
Peever, a local sculptor.

For even more information about Hanborough and the surrounding area, go to the village website.

W E L C O M E  T O  H A N B O R O U G H
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The Platinum Crown

Duty and honour before God; a royal hand,
Played in the golden cage of a venerable land,

Unbeguiled by the faithless chimera of fashion,
Sensible to the power of legacy and tradition.

Undeterred by family crises, grief and age,
Resolute in the storm of noises off stage,

Beatlemania and the Pistols God Save the Queen,
James Bond at the palace, Twitter, the online scene,

Annus horribilis, the knave of hearts and Princess Di,
The wireless, colour TV, the web, texting and wi fi,

Sycophancy, republicanism and online chatter,
A media gorging on things that don't matter,

Korea, Ireland, Aden, the Falklands and Iraq,
Decimalisation, strikes, Brexit, the Covid attack.

Unimpressed by the folly of celebrity over trust,
Taking our pulse to become who she must,

As head of a nation she's brought us this far,
'Neath the platinum crown of Elizabeth R.

from divalde
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rj_pimm@hotmail.com
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Pellmans send their good wishes to Her
Majesty for her Platinum Jubilee
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Blenheim Queen Jubilee
Blenheim Palace is hosting a royally entertaining Bank Holiday weekend of events to celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee (2nd-5th June).

Now in its eighth year the Blenheim Palace Food Festival (2nd-5th June) returns to the Oxfordshire UNESCO
World Heritage Site with a special jubilee theme. This year’s event features chef royalty in the shape of
Raymond Blanc OBE, alongside Italian legend Gennaro Contaldo and Great British Bake Off’s Karen Wright.

In addition to all the usual festivities, visit the Jubilee Garden and enjoy some quintessential English treats or
a tipple or two whilst being serenaded by Vintage Vocal Trio, The Lollipops, and the rousing tunes of brass
quartet Acoustic Jass.

Twistina will delight the kids (and the bigger kids too!) with balloon creations, perhaps a crown or a corgi or
two!

Why not gather your friends and family and join us to create your own Royal Banquet to enjoy in the Jubilee
Street Party Picnic Areas from the huge range of food on offer from our fabulous stallholders.

Look out for some royally themed entertainment around the festival arena or why not treat that special
someone to a Masterclass or Tasting for National Thank You Day. And there is sure to be a Jubilee Cocktail
or Cake on offer during this very special weekend to tempt you.

We also have Giffords Circus (2nd-6th). A magical village green circus that tours England from the first days of
spring to the first glimpse of winter. It’s stopping off in the majestic setting of Blenheim’s ancient parkland.

Visitors to the Palace will also be able to see the dress worn by Lady Rosemary Spencer-Churchill who was
one of the Queen’s Maids of Honour at her 1953 Coronation.
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Everyone at The Coach House Veterinary Clinic send their
congratulations to Her Majesty for her Platinum Jubilee

The Burnside Partnership congratulate Her Majesty on
reaching her Platinum Jubilee.



28

Geoff Reeve

19th 10:00am

Rev Ian Worrall

12th 10:00am

Rev Charles Harris

5th 10:00am
June

Methodist Church

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister,
please contact either:
Minister:
Rev. Fred Ireland
01993 867301
Associate Minister:
Rev. Charles Harris
01993 358707
Mobile: 07365325522

We warmly welcome you to our Church
and pray you will find blessing in our
midst and leave with the love, joy and
peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ in
your heart.
Long Hanborough Methodist Church
is once again available for bookings.
Our premises are disabled and dementia
friendly.
For enquiries and bookings please
contact : Judy Haynes on 01993 882379

The Churches in Hanborough will be
focusing some of their prayers on the
Community and will be praying for a part
of the villages’ community each month
In April the focus of prayer will be on
Hurdeswell, Millwood Vale, Slatters
Court and Langford Way.

Young Church meets at 10am, sharing a
short time of worship in church before

leaving for their own activities in the hall.

“God has poured out his love into our hearts by means of the
Holy Spirit,

who is God’s gift to us.”

Romans Ch 5 v 5

If you enjoy word games but don't have
anyone to play them with, why don't you
come along to our Scrabble Group which
meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month
at Long Hanborough Methodist Church 2:00-
4:00pm. We are a very friendly group and
have a lot of fun; we are not at all
competitive. The cost per session is £2.00,
including tea/coffee and a biscuit. Do come
and join us; you will be assured of a very
warm welcome.
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
Long Hanborough Methodist Church

Long Hanborough Methodist Church
Women’s Fellowship

Meet on 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at
2.00 pm

AGM Rev Charles Harris23rd

Chris Stratta( Leprosy Mission)9th

We would warmly welcome any ladies who would

like to join our Fellowship whether regularly or

occasionally

Andrew Maisey
26th 10:00am
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Dear friends

I have recently returned from a
trip to Padstow in Cornwall.
Made famous by Rick Stein, we
were fortunate enough to enjoy
a meal at his restaurant. It was
VERY good!

Walking around Padstow, it was
amazing to see how his
“empire” has grown since his
original restaurant opened in
1975. He now has a cooking
school, a coffee shop, a pub, a
hotel, a coffee shop, a fish and
chip shop and a deli. No
wonder the place has been
dubbed Padstein!

So over the years Rick has

reinvented his brand with great
success and maybe the church
can learn a lesson from him.
Let me explain:

I once read “In the beginning
was the Word, but the word
needed interpreting.” I
understand this to mean that
the church needs to be mindful
that we live in changing times
and that our music, our
liturgies, language, our
services, our priorities for social
action all need to reflect the
times we live in, and not be
stuck in the past. It’s not about
re-inventing ourselves, just
making ourselves relevant in a
world currently rocked by war
and the cost of living crisis.

Foodbanks provide a good
example of this process. When
I began my ministry there were
no foodbanks in Britain at all.
Now there are over 2200 with
the church involved in many. A
sad indictment of how things
are in our land, that they are
needed, but a good example of
the church positively reacting to
changing times.

As we head towards
Pentecost, let’s pray that the
Holy Spirit may guide us in
this great opportunity to
change for the good of the
world that God loves so much
and who cares so deeply
about, that he sent his Son to
offer hope for the future. And
he calls us to work with him in
being agents for good in the
world.

Incidentally, we had
Indonesian Fish curry and
Fish, chips and mushy peas
at Ricks. Tradition and
innovation personified!

Fred
Rev Fred Ireland
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Daria Davis

A Right Royal
Fuss

Edith Langford had just finished putting up the bunting on her cottage when she

was alarmed by the sight of Mrs. Lundy sprinting at full steam down her garden

path.

“They’re here!” her friend huffed, waving her handbag. “The Royals! They’re

here!”

“What are they like?” Edith asked curiously.

“Oh, they’re — they’re — ” Mrs. Lundy’s need to breathe after the unusual bout of exercise overcame her desire to
share the news. For a minute she gulped air like a particularly resplendent fish, for the great occasion had required
both her feather boa and her biggest hat.

“— simply splendid!” she finished. “The Duke and Duchess are so regal, but lovely, down to earth you know, and
the two little girls are so sweet. D’you know, Princess Elizabeth actually waved to me as they drove past!” She
beamed proudly and fanned herself with the boa.

“That’s wonderful, Mrs. Lundy.” Edith adjusted her own more modestly-sized hat and together they hurried to the
village green.

She suspected that the Royal Family, when they had devised this tour of “typical” British rural communities, had no
inkling of the sheer panic and pandemonium that went on in said communities in the week leading up to their arrival.
Bunting had been sewn, cakes baked, preserves stewed, children scrubbed, and best hats re-trimmed as if a
thousand village fetes were happening all at once.

Now the Longborough residents crowded around the green in murmuring anticipation. The first port of call was the
church, after which the Royals would shake hands all around and repair to the Pig and Porter for one of their
dubious pies.

Edith and Mrs. Lundy joined the ranks of the Women’s Institute, who were to present the Duchess with a pot of
homemade jam. Lady Elrington glared at the latecomers and launched into a final lecture.

“Ladies, as your president I must give you a word of warning. I don’t want any of the usual trouble that seems to
happen every time the village gets together. Missing jewels, dead bodies, foreign spies running amok… none of
that today, if you please! Now we are going to present the Duchess with this lovely pot of— ” she turned to the small
table at her side and stared blankly at its empty surface.

“WHAT DID I JUST SAY,” bellowed Lady Elrington.

“My jam!” wailed Mrs. Sneddle, owner of the ill-fated pot. “Someone’s stolen my jam!” The other members crowded
around her with soothing words. A few curious onlookers peered at the empty table.

“Teach her to brag about her jam being the finest in the county,” murmured Mrs. Lundy for Edith’s ears only.

“Should we get the constable?” someone asked. Constable Horn was representing the Official Police Presence,
commanding a troop of uniformed men and looking even redder of face than usual.

“There’s no time!” hissed Lady Elrington. “They’re in the church now, they’ll be out in a minute.”
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“Not if the vicar’s got onto his favourite subject of Gothic architraves,” Edith pointed out. “That lecture’s ten
minutes at least.”

The president brightened slightly.

“You’re right. We can fix this. Mrs. Sneddle, run home and get another pot.” As Mrs. Sneddle rushed off, she
frowned. “I still want to know who did this. It was deliberate sabotage. Miss Langford, you’re good at this sort of
thing. What can you tell us?”

All eyes turned on Edith. It was a little unnerving.

“Let’s start by examining the evidence,” she said, more to get the WI to stop staring at her than anything.
Obediently, everyone turned to the table, which was disappointingly lacking in jammy fingerprints.

“Who was the last person to see the— jam?” She stopped herself from saying ‘victim’ out of habit.

“I was,” said Mrs. Benson, who ran the shop. “I brought the table. Mrs. Sneddle put the pot down and went to fix
her hair, and then we all stood around chatting, and then Lady Elrington arrived and got cross with us.”

“I did not— oh never mind,” said the lady, looking crosser than ever. “Did anyone see anything?”

“You mean something suspicious?” asked Mrs. Parsons, who was no stranger to murder.

“Anything at all!”

“Well, there was the man,” said Mrs. Lundy.

“What man?”

“Why the man with the cat. Or rather, without the cat. He didn’t have a cat, you see, but of course he does have
a cat, just not at the moment.”

“Mrs. Lundy,” sighed the president, “what on earth are you talking about?”

“Oh, she means the man looking for his cat,” said Mrs. Benson. “He said Mittens got scared of all the commotion
and jumped out the window, but she doesn’t normally go out, so he was looking for her. He said she was just a
little thing, and he seemed very distressed, so we all helped him look.”

“But she wasn’t hiding under there.” Mrs. Lundy pointed at the long lacy tablecloth specially ironed for the
occasion. “I told him to open a tin of anchovies, that always works for my Archibald, so he went off to try it.”

“This is hardly enlightening,” said Lady Elrington. “Unless he went off with the jam in his pocket?”

The women looked at each other dubiously.

“We were all so busy looking around for the poor kitty, I don’t think anyone noticed the jam anymore,” admitted
Mrs. Lundy.

“There doesn’t seem to be a lot of evidence,” said Edith. “Maybe we should be looking at motive instead. And I
have an idea where to start.”
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A round of interrogations of the naughtiest pupils at her school, and she was back at the WI table, a sullen boy in
a corduroy suit trailing behind her.

“Tell Lady Elrington what you did, Timmy,” she said sternly.

“I only meant it as a joke,” explained the boy to his shoes. “I thought wouldn’t you all get in a tizzy and then I’d put
the jam back, only I wanted to try a bit, and it was so good I ate half the pot, and… and…” He sniffed valiantly
against a rising tide of tears.

“I hope you learned your lesson,” said Edith. “You made a lot of people very upset with your prank. Now run along
to your parents and show the Duke and Duchess your best side instead, hm?”

The boy nodded and darted into the crowd, less eager to please and more terrified of Lady Elrington.

“Unbelievable!” she huffed. “That wicked little urchin!”

“Children will get into all sorts of scrapes,” said Mrs. Lundy soothingly. “They can’t help it. Why I remember when
my Archie was just a kitten—”

She stopped as Edith gasped and stared in horror at the little table.

“What’s the matter now?” demanded Lady Elrington.

“I’m getting a very bad feeling,” said Edith, unable to take her eyes off the shining white tablecloth. “Mrs. Lundy,
did you say the man with the cat was upset because she was young and scared?”

“That’s right, dear.”

“But she never went out, even though he apparently kept a window open?” She strained her ears for the sound
she desperately hoped wasn’t there. “Doesn’t that seem strange to you? Have you ever known a young cat who
ignored open windows?”

“No, come to think of it, they just can’t resist temptation at that age.”

“Here we are!” announced Mrs. Sneddle, returning with the replacement jam. “I’ll just pop it on the table, shall I?”

“No!” Edith shouted, making the poor woman almost drop the pot. “There’s a bomb under there!”

The WI performed a series of shrieks and jumps that cleared a radius around the table. And that’s when Edith
heard it: the ticking. Gingerly she lifted the heavy tablecloth and there, hastily taped to the underside, was a mess
of wires and canisters.

“The cat was just an excuse to get under the table,” she explained out of habit as her brain screamed: quit
detecting and get out of there you idiot!

She felt someone drag her back to a safe distance. Murmurs and yelps spread throughout the crowd with the news.
A dreadful minute later, Constable Horn was on the scene with a skinny lad who looked very nervous.

“Jim’s our bomb disposal expert,” he explained. “Go on Jim.”

The crowd went silent as Jim ducked under the table. Edith saw the Royals emerge from the church and look
curiously at the proceedings before being hustled away by the police.
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“Unbelievable,” muttered Lady Elrington as the young man peered and prodded at the wires. “Can’t have a

single village event without this kind of thing happening.”

“It’ll be one of them anarchists,” said Constable Horn. “Always trying to blow up our Royal Family, they are.

Can anyone remember what he looked like?”

“Oh yes,” ten voices replied at once. Edith smiled. The WI were an observant lot, especially Mrs. Lundy. This

anarchist had chosen the wrong crowd of ‘silly ladies’ to trifle with.

“We’ll have him caught in no time,” said the constable, after descriptions had been given. “How’s it going, my

lad?”

“I’ve found the wire, sir,” came from under the table. “But I need to cut it pronto. Does anyone have—?”

Six pairs of sewing scissors were helpfully thrust under his nose. After a breathless moment, Jim emerged with

a grin, holding a silver pair of pinking shears and a bit of wire.

“Got it, sir,” he said. And, to Edith’s relief, there was no more ticking to be heard.

***

When eventually the Royals were allowed back onto the village green, the jam was presented with much pomp

and circumstance and recounting of the adventure. Edith was amused to see their effect on Mrs. Lundy, who

looked terrified and didn’t utter a word the entire time, even when the Duke and Duchess thanked the WI for

their part in foiling a threat to national security. Edith was thrust to the front of the group and commended and

photographed alongside the nervous Jim until she felt very tired and very glad she wasn’t a famous person

herself.

When she finally escaped to Mrs. Lundy’s side, the latter tugged on her sleeve.

“Look,” she whispered.

Princess Elizabeth had also ducked out of the crowd and was making friends with a local dog, who was happily

receiving pats and didn’t feel a bit self-conscious in the royal presence.

She saw Edith and Mrs. Lundy and gave them a big wave and smile.

“Isn’t she charming?” gushed Mrs. Lundy. “A natural-born queen if I ever saw one.” Her face fell. “Of course,

the line of succession makes that unlikely…”

“I don’t know,” said Edith. “We just diffused a bomb on the village green. Anything is possible!”
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WI
Pat Cottle

June is an exciting month for the whole nation as we all celebrate our
Queen’s record-breaking reign of seventy years. A huge congratulation to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the second on your Platinum Jubilee. Like
many other organisations we will be celebrating in our WI with a Jubilee
Tea the weekend after the official celebrations. I am sure you all know the
Queen is a member of Sandringham WI and has been for many years.
Other notable royal members are The Countess of Wessex, Princess
Anne, and the Duchess of Cornwall.

Our May meeting is about this year’s resolution that will be discussed and
voted on at the Annual Meeting of the National Federation of Women’s
Institutes. This year the resolution is “Women and girls with ASD and
ADHD, under-identified, under-diagnosed, misdiagnosed, under-support”.
If the members vote for this it will become this year’s campaign. A
campaign lobbies and informs Parliament to local communities,
highlighting and encouraging positive change. Campaigns continue as
long as needed. For example, one of past campaigns was anti-litter, Keep
Britain Tidy. More recently we have campaigned on Climate Change and
micro plastics.

The evening will conclude with a plant sale towards the Christmas
shoeboxes of gifts we provide to the Methodist church in Witney for
distribution by a national charity.

In June we will have a speaker from one of the local food banks.

We meet the second Thursday of each month in The Recreation Hall @
19.30. All women, of any identity, ages, ethnicity are warmly welcome.

Please contact our President, Joan Buckingham on 01993 882468.



35

Freeland Pre-school send their
congratulations to Her Majesty on her Platinum

Jubilee

Tom Robinson Decorating send their
good wishes to Her Majesty for her

Platinum Jubilee

Rob Atkinson congratulates her
Majesty on reaching her Platinum

Jubilee
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Suzuki garage congratulate Her Majesty on
reaching her Platinum Jubilee.
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Find us: 

127 Main Road, Long Hanborough 

Witney, OX29 8JX 

Contact us: 

Info@siblingshairdressing.co.uk 

01993 880280 

Appointments can now be booked online at: 

siblingshairdressing.co.uk/booking 

SiblingsHairdressing1 

SiblingsHairdressing 

Follow us on social media: 
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