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Parish Council
April Report
Become a Parish Councillor
Would you like to engage with your fellow residents and work to sustain and improve the quality of village life in Church
Hanborough and Long Hanborough? As a Parish Councillor people regard you as responsible for things that happen
locally. You will make a difference by influencing decisions that affect our village community. Being a Councillor is of
course a commitment but highly satisfying.
Please contact the Parish Clerk to find out how you might get involved as we now have a vacancy.
Long Hanborough to Bladon path
The new path between Long Hanborough and Bladon is finally complete. It has been widened to 2m, providing now, for
the first time, a safe, well-surfaced pavement for pedestrians, cyclists and wheel-chair users to travel between the two
villages. Walking or bravely cycling on the old path alongside speeding HCVs was unpleasant and potentially dangerous,
and a disincentive to anyone to use it at night. The new pavement meets requirements of OCC’s Active and Healthy
Travel Strategy for rural communities, and will encourage residents to walk, cycle or run to where they formerly may have
driven.
Whilst the traffic lights were an inconvenience, we were very pleased the work was done on time. Councillors have noted
that a small section by the Hanborough Gate entrance to Blenheim needs further work, and we have asked OCC to
undertake this.
Blenheim bus
If you have a Blenheim season ticket, or plan to visit for the day, you may be interested to learn that for 10 weeks in the
summer you will be able to travel for free on a new bus that goes from Hanborough Station to Bladon every 30mins on
Saturday and Sunday, between 9.10 and 5.40.
We don’t know what the intentions are beyond the trial period, but free travel at this time may be useful for some while it
lasts! There is also a discount available for those arriving by bus.
Party at the Pav
Hanborough Playing Fields Association planning to hold a “Party at the Pav” in September. They have booked two live
bands for the evening, and will also be offering other activities, details to follow.
This event is entirely run by volunteers for the benefit of the community. We are delighted to confirm that Hanborough
Parish Council is making a grant of £2000 to cover the basic running costs of the event to ensure it can go ahead. Any
profit that is made by the HPFA from this event will be put towards the project to upgrade facilities at the Pavilion - more
on this exciting project to follow soon!
Church Hanborough noticeboard
Residents of Church Hanborough have brought to our attention that the Parish noticeboard (to the left of the Hand and
Shears) is in a poor condition.
We shall be replacing the noticeboard with one that is identical to the same as the one at the Co-op in Long Hanborough.
It is hoped to install before the Jubilee weekend.
Speed indicators
A topic that is regularly brought up at Parish Council meetings is that of speeding drivers on the A4095 and through
Church Hanborough.
We are actively looking at various methods to reduce this, and Hanborough Parish Council are investing in speed
indicators that flash and warn drivers when they are going too fast.
These will be installed by the new surgery and on Church Hanborough road as it comes into Long Hanborough.
Details of any new clubs
We maintain a central list of all clubs, societies and activities that take place in Hanborough - these are promoted on our
website and in the Herald.
If you run, or know of, any new group that has set up in the past 12 months or so, please can you let us know, so that we
can update our information and make local residents aware. Thank you!
Speed awareness
Church Hanborough community speed watch group is up and running so please make their day by not speeding through
the village.
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Riely Close map lectern
The new map lectern has been installed to the right of the school
entrance. It shows a mixture of local attractions and some historical
information. Councillors are looking to install another near the station.
Volunteer support from the community
Councillors are keen to hear from residents who have particular skills
and time that can help support some of the exciting projects we have in
the pipeline. We are really interested to hear from anyone who has
time to help with projects, and supporting projects to become
‘operational’ in a sustainable way.
These activities all require volunteers to get involved and utilise their
skills to either:
• Work on the ‘capital’ element of projects – we have over £700k of
funding available
• Be part of the team that looks at the ‘operations’, we need volunteers
to support us in firstly building business cases and operational models
and then be part of the team that oversees the delivery of these plans.
Beyond this, there are existing committees (e.g Playing Fields
Association) that really need support in the longer term – there are lots
of great people already involved, but it would be great to ‘spread the
load’ with injections of new talent!
Some questions for you
• Are you interested in lending your support?
• What skills do you bring to the above?
• Is there a particular part of the above that you think you would be
more interested in?
• How much time do you have available – hours per week, for a ‘fixed
term’, or ‘permanent’
Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and
other important documents on this site. You can also contact us
through the website for non urgent enquiries. www.hanboroughpc.gov.uk
Community website
With the rapid increase in population it is imperative that Hanborough
maintains its community feel and most importantly that those who live
here feel welcomed and feel part of that community. This website is
designed to promote that and bring everyone together in an
appreciation of the space they inhabit.
https://www.hanboroughcommunity.co.uk
Reporting highway problems
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to
report any highway related problems. Councillors would like to
encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have be it pot
holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths etc. The site makes a
permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number
to follow up if necessary. The registered problems are also visible to
others and will help us to understand where there are issues.
Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment
on planning applications made, WODC make the decision to grant or
otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site.
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/

The Parish Councillors
Martin Barrow-Starkey. Tel.: 882678
email: martinbarrowstarkey@hanborough-

pc.gov.uk
Michael Franklin. Tel.: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com
Rod Fraser. Tel.: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Rich Fuller. Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Gill Grahame. Tel: 881805
email: gillybatt@icloud.com
Penelope Marcus (chair). Tel: 07718 763714
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com
San Newman. Tel: 07879 896380
email: samnewmanhpc@gmail.com
Steve Page. Tel: 07703 545349
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Kerry Scarlett. Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com
Lucy Tritton. Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Stacey White-Rose. Tel: 07766 011460
email: slwhite12@hotmail.com
Officers of the Parish Council.
Jon Gammage: Clerk. 2 Magpie Alley,
Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email:
clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer.
Also with responsibility for Planning,
Cemetery and Allotments matters.
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough,
Oxfordshire, OX29 8FN email:
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com

Office Hours: 01993 773532, Mobile 0776
7020 290
County & District Councillors supporting
Hanborough Parish Council.

There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically
receive updates on any new planning applications in your area. You
can register at he following location.
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/

Liam Walker: County Councillor.
Tel: 07850 014350 email:
Liam.Walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on
Tuesday 10th May 2022 at 7:00pm in the Pavilion.

Merilyn Davies: District Councillor.
Tel: 07966 796178 e-mail:

An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanboroughpc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday. Members of the public are
invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make
statements or queries by prior written request to the Clerk. This needs
to be done by midday of the day before the meeting and joining
instructions will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may
change.
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merilyn.Davies@westoxon.gov.uk

Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor.
Tel: 0 7768 898914 e-mail:
alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk

Blue lidded bins are for all
recycling except glass bottles/jars.

Waste and Recycling
•
•

Thursday 5th May
Wednesday 18th May

In GREEN weeks, general
recycling, glass, food waste,
cooking and engine oil, batteries,
bagged fabrics, shoes, small
electrical items and garden waste
will be collected.
In GREY weeks, general rubbish
and food waste will be collected.

•
•

Wednesday 11th May
Wednesday 25th May

Residents can now report a
missed bin collection via this
online form:
westoxon.gov.uk/missedbin

More details to be found at:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-andrecycling/what-to-put-in-your-bin/

Contents
Herald Contact Details
Editor:
Josh Pittaway
hanboroughherald@
gmail.com
Advertising Officer:
Val Pankhurst
advertshh@gmail.com
Tel: 07772094819
Distribution:
Sarah Nicholls
Tel: 01993 881466

Management Committee:
All of the previous plus:
Chairman:
Nigel James
Tel: 01993 881711
Treasurer:
Michael Greenway
Tel: 01993 357014
Member:
Jane Lewis
Tel: 01993 883077

Please Note…

1
2
3
4

PARISH COUNCIL
WASTE & RECYCLING
FROM THE EDITOR
ELDERBERRIES
MAMMOTH GARAGE SALE
EYNSHAM MEDICAL GROUP
SCOUTS & U3A
C of E & UNITED CHURCHES
COUNCILLOR UPDATES

HANBOROUGH PRE-SCHOOL
NORTH LEIGH HISTORY SOCIETY
CROSSWORD
A CZAR IS BORN
BLADON & WOODSTOCK FLOWER CLUB

THE UNINVITED BOOK PART 4
HANBOROUGH WALKING CLUB
MEHTODIST CHURCH
COMBE MILL, WI & CHRISTIAN AID
HANBOROUGH GARDEN CLUB
BLENHEIM
HANBOROUGH MEADOWS PRE-SCHOOL

2-3
4
5
6

7
9
10

12
13
15
16
18
19

21
22-24
27
28-29

30
31
32
33

Due to the current emergency, some dates
may change; please contact the event
organiser to confirm.
Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Hanborough Herald, but are the views of its
contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication
are
not
endorsed
nor
specifically
recommended
by
the
Management
Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please
mention to the supplier that you saw their
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald.
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Hi, everyone!
Did you manage to find
me last time? I visited the
folks at the Methodist
Church on page 28. Can
you find me this week?
Hans Bruh

Notices From the Village
Hanborough Youth Club
We are looking for volunteers to reopen Hanborough
Village’s Youth Club for our 8-12-year-olds.
The club will run on Friday evenings 7:30-9:00pm
(term time only) at the Pavilion (unless the new team
decides to change location).
Are you interested in being part of a committee to
manage the club and/or planning and helping out at
some sessions?
No previous experience needed apart from having
been a child once upon a time(!), DBS, First Aid
Training and Safeguarding training and other
learning opportunities will be provided.
Please contact Hannah on 07504 455301 or Julie on
07476 801379 for any further information

Note From The Editor
Another month, another set of traffic lights…
there must be a Guinness World Record on the
horizon? But on a lighter note, the weather is
warming and we are starting to be able to get
out and enjoy the lovely views we have in this
beautfiul area. I hope everyone had a lovely
Easter and is looking forward to the upcoming
bank holidays.

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to
you, they are available from the following locations:
The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery,
Suzuki Garage, Methodist Church, Siblings Hair
Dressers or online at:
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk

HANBOROUGH HERALD JUBILEE EDITION
Please note: the June (Jubilee Edition)
will be distributed week commencing
15th May 2022 .

T rad itional cakes, traybakes, biscuits, scones. GF / vegan options
Cream tea box es. T reat size box es (4 slices) Unique gifts. G ift
Vouchers
Contact Rachel 01993 881867
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com
Find me on Facebook
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Elderberries
and hopefully cases will now go down
across Oxfordshire.
The Rev Steve Stewart joined us for a
small Easter service and hymn and was
happy to wear his Easter crown with the
rest of us! Thanks as always to Vanessa
for her wonderful creative ideas including
crowns,chicks and knitted chicks!
We were also honoured to have Terry and
Christine with us as we celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary with Liz and her
fabulous roast beef and Dawn’s beautiful
cake it was a lovely day. Congratulations!
Gill Grahame 881805
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We are pleased to be extending our Covid vaccination clinics for the spring
booster campaign.
The clinics will continue Friday mornings at Long Hanborough Surgery
throughout the spring.

Eynsham
Medical
Group
Updates

We are vaccinating patients 75 years and over and immunosuppressed
patients 18 years and over. Please bring the letter inviting you to have an
additional vaccination if you are immunosuppressed to your
appointment. Advice for these groups is to have your 4th Vaccination 3 –
6 months after your 3rd.
Appointments are bookable to have the booster at Long Hanborough either by
phoning 01993 881330 or going to the Surgery itself.
We will be contacting our housebound patients to arrange a date for their
covid booster vaccinations.
The NHS also continues to invite eligible people to book their Spring booster
through the National Booking System online at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination or
by calling 119. These offer appointments at the large vaccination centre at the
Kassam Stadium in Oxford or at several Oxfordshire community pharmacies.
Thank you to everyone, especially our volunteers, who continue to work with
us to make the vaccination clinics possible
Healthwatch Oxfordshire have asked us to let you know about a Survey
regarding “Getting prescriptions from your pharmacy”
They want to hear about your recent experience of getting prescriptions from
any pharmacy you use.
For example - Have you had problems or delays getting your prescriptions,
or has it been easy?
Please share your experiences by completing a short,
anonymous survey at https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
Gettingprescriptions/
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1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout
Group
Matthew Ruddle
If you are a Twitter user please follow us.
Our Twitter handle is: @1stHFScouting

Woodstock & District u3a

A

re you retired and looking for something fun
to do in your spare time? You have all the
skills and experience we need! Our Explorers
and Scouts groups, who both meet on Friday
evenings, need a few more volunteer leaders.
Full training is provided along with loads of
support from our existing leaders and the
committee. Send an email to Steve:
gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to express your
interest and to find out more. Carry on reading
below to hear about the kinds of activities each
group has enjoyed recently.

Chris Sladen
Both locally and nationally, Spring 2022 looks like a busy time for
University of the Third Age members. May brings a significant
anniversary – 40 years since the creation of the u3a movement. A
number of national events are in the pipeline, including a 'monster
picnic in the park' – simultaneous garden parties all over the
country. One such is on the cards for Woodstock & District Society
members and their friends. Check the website for forthcoming

Explorers have been ice skating in Oxford,
continue to work towards earning Duke of
Edinburgh Awards and will soon be fundraising
to send Will and Beth to South Korea to take
part in the 2023 World Jamboree. They
enjoyed an Among Us night and have been
taking turns to run their own sessions to boost
their leadership and planning skills.

information.

Scouts spent an amazing Saturday earning
Forestry and Naturalist badges at Wytham
Woods, which included using saws to cut down
trees! They have also been tasting edible bugs,
celebrated Chinese New Year, built
Warhammer figures and went orienteering. In
June they’ll be going gliding…

will be Jim Holmes, author of travel guides to Japan; his title -

Cubs celebrated St David’s Day by making
(and eating!) Welsh cakes, earned astronomy
badges, tried pond dipping and enjoyed a
campfire at Combe Mill.

both on-line and live at the St. Hugh's Centre in Woodstock.

Beavers learned about life in Zimbabwe from
one of their leaders who grew up there, did
some fun Easter activities, went pond dipping
and had a campfire at Combe Mill. They also
learned about bees and made bee hotels!
Our Scouts and Explorers groups really do
need extra volunteers so do send an email to
Steve gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to get involved.
This is an amazing opportunity to get involved
in our community and make a real difference to
young people’s lives.

Despite the continued prevalence of COVID, most Society activities
are back to something approaching normal. Monthly meetings with
guest speakers are booked through to the end of the calendar year.
Subject matter shows a rich variety. On 12 May our guest speaker
'Bowing to Tradition' - reflects the way in which Japanese society
has established a balance between age-old tradition and modernity.
Unusually, this talk will be available only via Zoom; on 2 June,
however, the talk on 'Music of Cole Porter' should be accessible

Many of our individual Interest Groups are managing to carry on
their specialisms. In Needlework we have not one but two Groups,
both of whom contributed to a recent local display of craft work.
Arguably less strenuous, but no less determined, the Play Reading
Group plans to make the usual nod to Shakespeare's birthday at
the end of April, before tackling the 1980s 'domestic drama' – Leslie
Darbon's 'Time to Kill'.

For more news updates visit our website:
https://www.hfscouting.org.uk/news
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Letter from Our Curate

Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland
Dear friends.

The churches will be open daily during the
week for private prayer and for those who
simply wish to visit this beautiful medieval
church building.

“That day when evening came, he said to his
disciples, “Let us go over to the other
side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took
him along, just as he was, in the boat. There
were also other boats with him. A furious
squall came up, and the waves broke over the
boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus
was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The
disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher,
don’t you care if we drown?” He got up,
rebuked the wind and said to the
waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died
down and it was completely calm.”(Mark 4:35-41)

All are welcome of course to join us for our
10:00am Sunday morning services. At St
Peter and St Paul Church Hanborough, St
Mary the Virgin Freeland and Christ
Church Long Hanborough, there will be a
10:00am service every week, and
everyone from our community is invited to
join us on this new adventure. You can see
a video on our website in which the new
service patterns and the thinking behind
them are presented by the clergy and
wardens. St Mary the Virgin Freeland is
also open for private prayer 9:00am5:00pm throughout the week.

On the Particulars of Christ Church,
Long Hanborough and St Peter & Paul

I remember before, the ‘storms’ of pandemic, the invasion
of Ukraine, rising inflation, crazy energy bills, and not to
mention our own personal ‘storms’ , life did seem to at
least a little bit predictable! Whether our lives have been
impacted by big global ‘storms’ or personal ‘storms’ it can
be all too easy to focus on the problem, the ‘storm’ rather
than on the love, power and greatness of God. We can
learn many things from the short account shown above of
Jesus calming the storm in Mark’s gospel. However, one
lesson that Mark was trying to teach his readers was that
Jesus, the Son of God, had authority over creation
because he was in fact the creator.
So my prayer for each of us this month is that as we
grapple with the ‘storms’ that life throws at us, that we
would…’pause,’ take time out of of busy lives to slow
down, to look away from the storm and ‘turn’ towards
God. That as we pause and turn towards God, that we
would ‘focus’ on Jesus the Son of God on his greatness,
his love, and his power. Remembering that whatever
storms we face even those that might have been initiated
by presidents, prime ministers and kings that Jesus, the
Son of God, the creator God, is greater, and more
powerful. Remember it was Jesus who spoke to creation
and calmed the storm.

The congregation which used to meet in
the Manor School has moved to Christ
Church (on Main Road opposite the Old
Doctors’ Surgery). You are warmly invited
to join us for worship on Sundays at
10:00am. Children and young people are
always welcome, and some weeks they
also meet in their own groups: Wayfarers
(3-11 yrs) and Focus (11-16 yrs).
On the 5th Sunday of each month, all our
churches meet together for worship at St
Peter & Paul, Church Hanborough.

So remember, when you find yourself in the middle of a
storm, ‘Pause, Turn and Focus.

New to the Village?

Blessings,

If you have just recently moved into the
Hanboroughs and have not yet received a
Welcome Pack, do please let us know. This
is a scheme run by the Hanborough
Churches, and the pack contains
information with contact numbers about
things that go on in the villages and a map
to help you find your way around.
Similarly if a new family has arrived near
you, we would love to welcome them and
give them a Welcome Pack.
So please do get in touch!
Please contact:
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

Rev Mike

In these most disturbing days of lies, we can find great
comfort, certain hope, and concrete truth in Christ Jesus.
If you would like to learn more about these things, simply
join us at any of our churches on a Sunday morning (see
hfchurch.org.uk) or contact me for a chat at
rector@hfchurch.org.uk
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A Councillor For The People

Merilyn Davies
Cabinet member
for Housing and
Communities
District Councillor
for Hanborough
and Freeland

Hello Everyone! I hope you all had a
lovely Easter break. I can’t believe it’s
been four years since I was elected to
be your voice on the District Council.
It’s incredibly humbling to be elected
but I’ll admit, to start with, I felt a li�le
overwhelmed by the sense of
responsibility I had to you all and the
huge desire to work hard and do the
best I could to prove you were right to
elect me. That feeling lasted about a
day, because Hanborough Parish
Council contacted me to ask for help
with a planning applica�on and I
haven’t looked back since! Planning
issues have occupied a lot of my �me.
People feel very shut out of the
planning process, they feel powerless
in the face of development – big or
small – and I see it as my role to bring
the voices of people in Hanborough
and Freeland into the process. There is
something very special about living in a
village and I don’t want us to lose that.

response to the imminent lockdown at the
start of the pandemic. I vividly remember
watching the news footage of the ICU in
Italian hospitals, of the streets of China,
deserted, and thinking ‘we have to have
things in place for when this gets here.’
The Facebook Page I set up received 80
offers of help within just two hours. It
became a space to ask for help, to think of
posi�ve things to do to make us feel less
afraid and, crucially, it helped me set up
the delivery system with the Coop so we
could deliver food to those isola�ng. I got
Blenheim to lend us a van (they owe us
that much) and the days spent driving it
made us all feel we were doing
something; that we weren’t just
powerless in the face of Covid. We didn’t
just deliver food, we delivered packs of
seeds to children so they could watch
things grow, we planted flowers in tyres
donated by Olivers Garage, and ran a
Christmas hunt for the kids. We did so
much, we helped so many people, and we
all did it together.

I think the proudest (and maybe
hardest) thing I have achieved as your
Councillor was my role in preparing our

So, thank you for elec�ng me to be part of
it all with you. It’s been a wild ride and I
wouldn’t change a thing!
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North Leigh History Society
For our meeting on Tuesday May 3rd,
Anthony Wagg will be taking us back to
the 15th century and the long series of
battles known to us now as the Wars of
the Roses. The struggle between the royal
Plantagenet houses of York and
Lancaster resulted in 30 years of civil war
and ended with rise of the Tudors, when
Henry Tudor defeated the last
Plantagenet king, Richard of York, at
Bosworth Field to become King Henry VII.
The names of the battles are still resonant
today. Do come and find out more. We
meet at 7.30 pm in North Leigh Memorial
Hall, OX29 6SS, members £18 per year,
visitors £4 per talk. Further details are
available from Diana Power (01993
882301) or Robert Kyte
at kyterobert@gmail.com and 01993
880368
Angela Kyte
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A Czar is Born
See the new Czar risen with Quixotic intent, tilting at history,
Defying time to reinstate the pitiless kleptocracy of the Union,
Medieval values, conquest and fire and blood and the mystery,
Of an empire long gone, dishonoured by an unholy communion.
The merciless disfigurement of reason inculcated by potentates,
Insouciant Steppes of faith like the traitor's kiss or Hitler's pope,
Beguiled, emboldened and eviscerated of soul, degraded by hate,
A gate back to a garden of thorns, overgrown with pain and hope.
Fields of wheat, blood red and ragged beneath waves of humanity,
Constitutional hypocrisy of the new Caesar, deified and appointed,
For life, unaware of the doom that rides with the ides of vanity,
And the hammer and sickle harvest of the self-anointed.
from divalde
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March

Margaret Lang

ello readers – our meeting on
the 11th April with Julie Pearce
and her ‘Journey through Nepal’
was really lovely. Julie dressed up
in National Costume to give her
demonstration. Her arrangements
were very colourful with her first one
representing the beautiful colours of
the silks sold in the market. Her aim
with a few other climbers was to
climb up to Himalayas where of
course there was a great change in
the weather and this she
represented with an arrangement in
grey, silver, and white. Such a
contrast and her stories of her
travels were wonderful. Next month,
Monday 9th May, our demonstrator
will be Jackie Page with her title
‘The Flower Arranger’. This will start
at 7.15 with the doors opening at
6.45pm. If you are interested and
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would like to come along as a visitor, the
charge is £7. Our subscription for the
year is £35 which many members have
now paid, and we have welcomed some
new ones too. May 6th is the National
Flower Arranging Day so look out for a
few posies left out and about for people
to take home. If you would like to know
more about us please contact myself or
our Chairperson Ann on 01865 376587
or 07701 000977.

“Edith Langford marched down the corridor to Sir Geoffrey’s library, with D.S.
Anderson following. They found the crime scene unexpectedly crowded.
“There you are!” exclaimed Miss Rawlinson. Beside her, Mr. Preston bobbed
excitedly on his toes.
“We’ve been developing a theory,” he chirped. “Well, two theories to be precise.”
He cast a sideways glance at his bookselling rival.

The Uninvited
Book - Part 4

“I’d rather forgotten about them,” muttered Anderson to Edith.

Daria Davis

“This nice constable has been ever so helpful, explaining all about the crime to us.”
Miss Rawlinson smiled at the young man guarding the door. He shot his superior a
pleading look.
“Thank you, Jones, you may go on break,” Anderson told him. “We’ll review the
meaning of confidential police business later.” He turned to the two amateur
detectives. “I suppose as long as you stay by the door and don’t touch anything,
you can observe the investigation.”
The body of Hickson, Sir Geoffrey’s late secretary, had been moved, replaced by a white chalk outline showing how
he had sprawled with his back to the door, as if reaching for the bookshelves opposite. Anderson frowned at the
French doors to the left and the typewriter to the right. Then he glanced at Miss Rawlinson and Mr. Preston, who
were practically bursting with excitement, and sighed.
“Let’s hear your theories, then.”
“Well,” began Miss Rawlinson, “I always think the simplest solution must be the best one. Sir Geoffrey couldn’t stand
his wife’s secret carryings-on with Hickson, so he shot him. Speaking to the gardener isn’t much of an alibi. The man
wouldn’t remember to the minute when he met Sir Geoffrey, and the murder wouldn’t take more than five minutes if
carefully planned. And Sir Geoffrey knew Hickson would be in the library, standing by the typewriter, so he’d have a
clear shot.”
“Ah-ha!” squeaked Mr. Preston. “But that, dear lady, is where your theory goes wrong. If he were facing the
typewriter, he wouldn’t have fallen with his back to the door. And surely you’ve read enough detective novels to know
that it’s always the least likely suspect who turns out to be the murderer.
“I think Judy did it. She admitted that she hated Hickson. She was in the house and unaccounted for. And she’d have
shot him from the doorway.”
“But doesn’t explain why he stopped in the middle of typing a letter to turn around conveniently to be shot!” Miss
Rawlinson sniffed triumphantly.
“Well, suppose Judy asked him to fetch a book…” said Mr. Preston uncertainly.
“From these shelves?” She gestured with disdain at the few sad paperbacks left after the library sale. Mr. Preston
nodded grudging agreement.
“I concede that there is not one book on these shelves worth borrowing. And look at the state of those creased
spines. Clearly this is a household to which bookmarks are a foreign concept.”
Anderson cleared his throat.
“I think we’re getting a bit sidetracked,” he said. “Miss Langford, it’s your turn to give us a theory.”
“Mr. Preston and Miss Rawlinson have both made excellent points,” said Edith, and the two beamed with pride.
“After all, why would Hickson stop typing mid-sentence? And what is the significance of his position on the rug?
Remember that the rug was crumpled,” she added to Anderson. “And finally, the idea of a slightly vague alibi is a
most important one.
“My theory is this: suppose the murderer came in by the French windows, shot Hickson as he worked, and then
turned the body towards the shelves to place suspicion on those in the house. It would really only take about five
minutes.”
“And then he’d go off to get his alibi and take the gun with him?” asked Anderson.
“The gun and one other item,” agreed Edith. The detective frowned at the floor, then the typewriter. Suddenly his
eyes lit up.
“And the other item was a crumpled piece of paper! No wonder that’s what put you on to it.”
“What piece of paper?” Mr. Preston looked ruffled to be left out of the loop.
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“The original letter,” Edith explained. “If Hickson was shot facing the typewriter, he would slump forward and hit
the keys. The ruined letter would show he’d been shot from the French windows, so the letter had to be taken
out and retyped.”
“It all fits,” said Anderson excitedly. “I’ll bring Mark down to the station right away. I bet I can get a confession—”
Edith laid a hand on his arm.
“Oh no, not Mark.”
“But the lane, that’s where he was working on his car…”
“There was another person who could have come that way,” said Edith. “Poor Lady Barstow, you all seem to have
forgotten about her.”
Anderson blinked.
“Clarice? But she was carrying on with Hickson. Why on earth would she kill him?”
“That is precisely where we went wrong. We made the same assumption as Sir Geoffrey. But what if Clarice
wasn’t carrying on with Hickson? What if it was someone else, and Hickson found out? Judy called him sly and
insinuating. She also mentioned that her step-mother was running through the family money and still not
managing to support herself in style. What if all those whispered conferences in the shrubbery weren’t
assignations?”
“Blackmail! Of course. But then who…?”
“The same man who covered for her by firing off his car engine all morning and saying he’d seen no one in the
lane. Mark isn’t a murderer, but he is an accomplice.”
“It makes sense,” said Mr. Preston. “He was her age, good-looking—”
“And if Sir Geoffrey found out it would have been disaster,” finished Miss Rawlinson with a sigh for the doomed
romance.
Anderson tapped his notebook and considered this.
“It’s a sound theory,” he said finally. “But how can we prove it?”
“Spelling!” said Edith grimly.
“The teacher’s insight once more?” He grinned.
“I suppose you could call it that.” She pointed to the typewriter and read out: “Dear sir, Regarding the proposed
project, the board has now reached a concensus, and it is with regret—”
“Dreadfully sloppy,” murmured Mr. Preston. “‘Sir’ ought to be capitalised.”
“And look at that ghastly spelling error in ‘consensus’,” added Miss Rawlinson.
“We can guess who in the family would make two mistakes in the space of a sentence. It certainly wasn’t the
highly efficient Hickson.”
“Poor Hickson,” murmured the detective. “The irony is, if he hadn’t been into health fads, he might have lived.
Shooting someone sitting down would mean blood spatter on the chair. This whole charade with turning him
away from the typewriter wouldn’t have worked, which means suspicion would fall onto those in the lane. They’d
probably not have risked it.”
“They could always have ambushed him in the rhododendrons,” said Edith.
“Oh those rhododendrons!” he exclaimed with a laugh. “I hope Sir Geoffrey does get rid of the blasted things, if
only so we can stop hearing about them.”
***
A short interrogation and a spelling test was all it took to break down Lady Barstow’s resolve. Tears and
confessions soon followed, keeping the detective busy until the next day. When he finally met Edith on the
doorstep of Preston’s Booksellers, he looked surprisingly dejected.
“What’s the matter?” she asked. “I thought the Barstow case was solved.”

Continues on page 24..
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“It is. But in all my conversations with the family, I never managed to get a single clue to Mr. Preston’s mystery book.
I think we were on the wrong track there.”
“Did I hear right?” Mr. Preston’s head popped around the door. “We still have no idea who stole my book?”
“My book,” said a voice behind them. Miss Rawlinson, clad in a bright pink suit and ostrich feather hat, advanced
on them from the street.
“Like I said before,” said Anderson patiently, “the person I’d really like to speak to is your assistant Edward.”
“That boy? I told you, he doesn’t know a thing about rare books. But if you want to, he’s here today to cover for me.”
“We’re off to the cinema later,” Miss Rawlinson told Edith with a girlish smile.
Anderson’s eyebrows rocketed skywards, and Edith had to work hard to repress a giggle. Mr. Preston ducked back
into the shop.
“Edward,” he called, “there’s a policeman here to speak to you.”
There was a crash, a bang, and a suspiciously long silence.
“I don’t think he’s coming out,” muttered Anderson, setting off at a run for the alley behind the shop. Edith shot after
him, followed by both booksellers.
“That wretched boy!” huffed Mr. Preston as his short legs struggled to keep up with the others.
“My hat!” wailed Miss Rawlinson, clamping it down to keep if from flying away. Side streets and alleyways tumbled
onto one another until they came out into the high street, still far behind the fleeing Edward. People gaped at the
strange little procession, sprinting along and crowned by a bobbing, bright pink ostrich feather.
As they passed Betty’s Books, Miss Rawlinson grabbed a hardback from the stall by the door and flung it at Edward.
It hit him square in the back, sending him sprawling. Anderson rushed over and pinned him down.
“Amazon!” murmured Mr. Preston admiringly. Then his face clouded. “But the poor tome…”
“Don’t worry,” said Miss Rawlinson. “It’s not a first edition.”
A pale young woman hurried over to them, and Edith recognised Miss Rawlinson’s assistant Florence.
“What have you done to him?” the girl demanded.
“I’m sorry Flossie, they found us out,” whined Edward, muffled by the pavement.
“Florence, you ingrate!” Miss Rawlinson looked aghast.
“I had nothing to do with it!” exclaimed Florence with a hugely guilty look. Edward rolled around to face them.
“She pinched the book! I was only keeping it for her.”
“What about how you found it amongst Sir Geoffrey’s things?” asked Mr. Preston sternly.
“I just made that up. You caught me looking at the thing when I was supposed to be unpacking the old geezer’s
boxes.”
“Typical. Shirking your work as well as theft.” Mr. Preston tutted like a very small and irate woodpecker.
“So much for my complicated theory,” said Edith sadly. She clamped a hand on Florence’s elbow, and the detective
hauled Edward to his feet.
“I did say, dear,” pointed out Miss Rawlinson, “that it’s usually the simplest solution that’s the true one.”
“And the least likely suspect is usually the culprit,” added Mr. Preston. “I suppose that means we’re all off to the
station?”
“Yes, I’ll need statements from everyone,” said Anderson. “Sorry to, erm, make you miss the cinema.”
“Oh I think catching murderers and thieves is much more fun, don’t you?” Miss Rawlinson took Mr. Preston’s arm,
and he twittered in agreement.
“I believe the Americans call this a double date,” Edith murmured to Anderson as they set off down the street,
attracting more stares than ever. “Not counting the criminals, that is.”
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Freeland CE Primary School:
From the Chair of Governors
Matthew Colin
Freeland CE
Primary School
Chair of Governors

While our lives and the school have returned to something resembling normal
since I last wrote to you in September, covid still presents a challenge. The
Spring Term in particular had its hurdles, with schools across the nation
dealing with rises in cases, but our pupils and staff carried on with
characteristic fortitude. Well done everyone!
The resumption of face-to-face events has been refreshing, with notable
examples including the Christmas nativity, multiple charity activities and our
Science Day, where we were joined by academics from Oxford University to
work with the pupils on experiments as part of British Science Week. We’ve
also been able to welcome many other vibrant guests into the school, such as
Nigerian athlete Ezekiel Ewulo and our very own governors!
The governing body, made up of staff representatives, parents, congregants
and other interested individuals looking to share their skills and experience,
supports the strategic development and effective management of the school.
We are fortunate to have a strong team of governors at Freeland, including
two excellent recent additions, but if you are interested in potentially joining our
governing body, please do email me at matthewcoolin@freeland.oxon.sch.uk.
More information about the school is available on our website,
www.freeland.oxon.sch.uk.
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Appointments can now be booked online at:
siblingshairdressing.co.uk/booking
Follow us on social media:
SiblingsHairdressing
SiblingsHairdressing1

Find us:
127 Main Road, Long Hanborough
Witney, OX29 8JX
Contact us:
Info@siblingshairdressing.co.uk
01993 880280
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May
1st

10:00am
Mr Chirs Stratta

8th

10:00am
Rev Charles Harris
Holy Communion

15th

10:00am
Mrs Margaret Broadberry

10:00am

22nd

Mr Ian Carney

10:00am

29th

Mr Karl Williams

Methodist Church
We warmly welcome you to our Church
and pray you will find blessing in our
midst and leave with the love, joy and
peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ in
your heart.
Long Hanborough Methodist Church
is once again available for bookings.
Our premises are disabled and dementia
friendly.
For enquiries and bookings please
contact : Judy Haynes on 01993 882379

Long Hanborough Methodist Church
Women’s Fellowship
Meet on 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at
2.00 pm

The Churches in Hanborough will be
focusing some of their prayers on the
Community and will be praying for a part
of the villages’ community each month
In April the focus of prayer will be on
Hurdeswell, Millwood Vale, Slatters
Court and Langford Way.

12th

Shelley Edwards (Trading Standards)

26th

Members Meeting

We would warmly welcome any ladies who would
like to join our Fellowship whether regularly or
occasionally

If you enjoy word games but don't have
anyone to play them with, why don't you
come along to our Scrabble Group which
meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month
at Long Hanborough Methodist Church 2:004:00pm. We are a very friendly group and
have a lot of fun; we are not at all
competitive. The cost per session is £2.00,
including tea/coffee and a biscuit. Do come
and join us; you will be assured of a very
warm welcome.
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
Long Hanborough Methodist Church

Young Church meets at 10am, sharing a
short time of worship in church before
leaving for their own activities in the hall.

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister,
please contact either:

“May God give you Mercy, Peace and Love in
abundance.”
Jude 1 v 2
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Minister:
Rev. Fred Ireland
01993 867301
Associate Minister:
Rev. Charles Harris
01993 358707
Mobile: 07365325522

Letter from our Associate
Minister

Dear Friends,
Observant readers will be aware that
Reverend Fred Ireland and I,
generally alternate in writing the
Methodist contribution for the Herald.
It is however some while since an
article from myself has appeared. In
fact, the last was in the October
edition of The Herald. For some
reason my December Christmas
contribution was not published, and
my article for March was erroneously
omitted and substituted with the
pastoral letter from Mike the C of E
curate (With my name attached).
These things happen!
I had decided to conclude the saga
about my Faith Journey & why I
believe in God, but several people
have requested I continue.
When I worked with Church Army, I
did many different jobs. For five years
I was part of an Itinerant mobile
mission team, engaged in ten-day
evangelistic events in local churches.
Including School work, youth
activities, preaching, teaching, social

events etc. During this time the team,
consisting of David, Sandra & myself,
witnessed the power of God in many
people’s lives.
A wonderful old guy at the end of a
special mission service in church, just
sat in his seat, looking overwhelmed.
He was very moved by the sermon
Sandra had delivered. I went and sat
with him, he wept deeply, confessing
his past involvement sexually with a
long past girlfriend. He had spent
years feeling guilty about taking her
virginity. He had attended church for
many years but found the guilt made
praying very difficult. I talked with him
and prayed he would know Gods
forgiveness. Within a few minutes he
asked for his wife to be brought to
him. She was a typical granny; they
had been married for years. He
humbly told her the whole story and
together they hugged and cried tears
of love and acceptance. His inner life
was at last at peace. He tangibly felt
the love of God.
On another trip, David & I went to a
Church Council meeting to plan &
prepare a programme for a future
team visit. David got us all to pray
silently for 20 minutes (a long time!),
then write down ideas for the
programme. When we all reported to
David what we had written, it came to
my turn. I laughed and joked saying
the only thing I had thought was to
imagine the church, covered in
orange carpet tiles! The whole
meeting erupted into chaos….it
transpired that the Anglican Diocese
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had turned down an application to
carpet the interior of the building,
and there had been much
disagreement about the concept in
the first place. We concluded that
God the Holy Spirit, had indicated in
prayer, that reconciliation was the
prerequisite of any mission activity.
Sadly, the mission event never
occurred.
These are just a couple of odd
incidents among many. I believe in
God not just because of a couple of
weird experiences, but rather a
lifetime of mystery and unknown.
And because the Bible has
contained within it, the amazing
truth of Gods love. My experience
is of God himself, not just what he
has done.
More next time, but for now, have a
good month. Keep praying for the
Ukraine. Give generously to the
needs of the refugees, and maintain
peace with all people, in so far as
you are able.
Always remembering what our
Master Jesus would do. Follow
Him.
Rev Charles Harris,

Christian Aid Week 15-21 May 2022

Combe Mill

Barn Engines Steaming Day 15th May
Come to the Mill and step back in time
to see how we used to work on the land.
Speak to the visiting exhibitors and learn
about how machines were designed to
carry out many routine jobs.
The BBQ will be fired up and early
breakfast/brunch available - moving on
to our delicious selection of sausages/
burgers. Visit the tea room for a
selection of refreshments, cake and
cream teas.
By visiting the Mill, you are helping to
ensure it continues to educate and
delight visitors. Remember you can buy
a ticket on the day or an annual pass to
come to a whole season’s worth of
activities.

Over the last 2 years many of us have faced struggles
because of the Covid pandemic. Whilst we may not
have been able to find our favourite brand of product,
we are usually able to find an alternative. For Jessica in
Zimbabwe drought means that everyday is a struggle
for survival. Whilst she works on her land, no food can
grow on her ashen dry land. She says “one year we
had no rain. The scorching sun burnt my crops just as
they were about to bloom. It was so painful and
disheartening”.
I do hope that you will join me in helping Christian Aid
to help people like Jessica to grow drought-tolerant
crops that survive in the harsh climate. The funds we
raise could help her to preserve and store food safely
for the dry season.
There is an e-envelope address
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/thehanboroughs

or QR code

Julie Stuart-Thompson

so you can donate from the comfort of your home.

Director
Julie.st@btinternet.com

If you prefer it, there will be envelopes available in the
churches so you can donate in this way. Simply hand
your completed envelope to one of the stewards,
church wardens or pop it through the Rectory letter box
(corner of Swan Lane) or to me Gillian Hunt at 38
Millwood End, Long Hanborough.
THANK YOU, Gillian Hunt

WI

In March we had our Annual Meeting at which a new
Committee was appointed and Joan Buckingham became the
new President.
At our meeting in April we are having a Flower Arranging
Demonstration by one of our Members, Denise.
We are very proud to announce this month that two of our
Members, Pat Cottle and Jeanne Hall came first and third
respectively in the Oxfordshire Federation Home and Garden
Craft competition “Celebrate with Bunting”. Congratulations
from all our Members.
If you are interested in joining our friendly group we meet on
the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Recreation Hall at
7.30pm.
Contact our President, Joan Buckingham on 01993 882468
Joan Buckingham
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ummer is on its way hopefully
S
with less changeable weather
systems than we had in April.
It’s time to divide clumps of spring
bulbs and congested primulas.
Weeds will start coming through as
the soil warms up, hoeing is useful. I
have quite a few containers and
from now on will feed them every
two to four weeks as they come into
active growth.
Our April speaker Chris Park gave
us a talk on Woodland Lore. This
showed completely different aspects
of the woodland environment Chris
Park on Woodland folklore - an
exploration of folk customs, beliefs
and the ancient lore of trees. It was
a very informative session.
Events for 2022

Foot Health Professional
Joanna Attridge
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot problems?
I will visit you in
the comfort of
your own home

07961 620 292
joannafoothealth@gmail.com

Based in Combe
Fully qualified and insured

Thursday 26th May, Recreation
Hall
A talk by the garden archaeologist,
Stephen Wass, about Stowe
Landscape garden.
Thursday June 30th:
An evening nature walk by Worz
Russell.

www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk

Thursday July 28th:
A trip to visit Pettifers Garden at
Wardington, Oxon. whose designer,
Gina Price is quoted as being one of
the ‘most influential in garden
design today’.
Further visits and speakers are to
be confirmed but we predict a full
schedule.
It’s not too late to become a HGC
member:

rj_pimm@hotmail.com

Please go to the website to find
details. Membership is £18 for the
year and £30 for two at the same
address. Membership gives you:
�
free entry to all talks.
�
a discount card to use at
local nurseries.
�
a free talk voucher for a
friend or member of your family.
�
free glass of wine or juice at
every meeting.
Donna Thynne
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School provides a high standard of preschool education for children aged between 2 and 5 years old. We help
children to develop and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke
setting. Ofsted rated Good across all areas in October 2021, our preschool enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth
transition for your child into the Foundation Stage of primary school.
We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our Forest
Rangers sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough
Meadows Pre-School is committed to safeguarding and all staff and
volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the children.

What Have We Been Up to?
Learning: This term the children have been focusing
their learning on life-cycles and growing. They have
been collecting their own seeds found in different fruits
and vegetables. The children got their green fingers at
the ready; once the seeds germinated, they planted
them and waited for them to sprout. When they grow
bigger we hope to plant the seedlings out in our veggie
patch where the children can water, care for the plants
and watch them grow. In turn the children can then
harvest, eat and collect more seeds from the produce.

Events: Next term we are looking forward to our
new topic ‘A Royal Good Time’ where we will be
learning about our Royal family and celebrating
the Queen's Platinum Jubilee.

We have also been looking at the life cycle of frogs and
the changes they make to their form as they grow. The
children enjoyed playing in pretend ‘frogspawn’.

Thank you to all the families
who braved the weather for our
Easter Egg hunt and party. We
had sun, showers, hail and
strong winds but the children
still had a lovely time following
the Easter trail around the
meadows and returning to PreSchool to find lots of Easter
goodies in the garden, followed
by a delicious afternoon tea.
All of our sessions for 2021-22 and 2022-23 are now completely full! We have
limited spaces available for 2023-24 and are now taking registration for places
from September 2024. We are able to show prospective families around the
setting with pre-arranged visits. To avoid disappointment, please contact our
manager Kelly ASAP by emailing hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com.
Please take a virtual tour on our Facebook Page or website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also view our
prospectus and to find out more.
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough,
OX29 8FL Phone number: 01865 689 015
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to
date with the latest news, information and events. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to
keep in touch.
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make a
donation, however small, we would be so grateful. You can either visit the
‘Get Involved’ page on our website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe link at https://
gf.me/u/x5h526.
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