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Winter Is Coming….

Parish Council
November Report
Speed awareness
We are working with the County Highways Authorities and our Council Councillor on ideas to reduce speeding in the
parish. TVP are very keen on the community acting to control speeding traffic, and the Bushnell gun is a
recommended instrument. These devices now have TVP approval, who propose they are effective as a means of
slowing down speeding traffic. The hand held gun is pointed at on-coming vehicles and records their speeds on a
small screen on the gun. The gun is operated by a small group of people who wear hi- vis jackets. The group will be
trained and registered to operate. The gun will initially be loaned to the Church Hanborough Community Speed Watch
Group to record traffic movement through Church Hanborough. It will also be available for use in the whole Parish
once a wider group is in place. We are pleased to report that County Councillor Liam Walker has offered to fund the
device.
Hanborough Fireworks
Councillors agreed to underwrite the financial risk around this popular event. In the current environment there is a
greater risk around any event such as this and Council was keen to support this popular local firework display and the
volunteers who commit so much time and effort to organising it.
Ideas for events to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 will be an historic occasion – the first time any British monarch has ever reigned
for 70 years. There will be a range of commemorations and we hope to hold an event in Hanborough for the Jubilee
weekend of June 2nd - 5th, 2022. Councillors briefly discussed ideas around a street party held either on a local road,
or around the Pavilion. We would like to gather ideas and interest from villagers. Please contact councillors or the
clerk.
Christmas tree
Sportif Suzuki have kindly offered to sponsor the Hurdeswell Christmas tree this year. Councillors are very grateful for
this offer to support this and we will be discussing options with Blenheim shortly.
External Audit
The Parish Council Finance Officer reported that we passed the annual audit with no significant issues reported. This
concludes this years audit.
Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can
also contact us through the website for non urgent enquiries. www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Community website
With the rapid increase in population it is imperative that Hanborough maintains its community feel and most
importantly that those who live here feel welcomed and feel part of that community. This website is designed to
promote that and bring everyone together in an appreciation of the space they inhabit.
https://www.hanboroughcommunity.co.uk
Reporting highway problems
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems. Councillors
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths
etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary.
The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues.
Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make
the decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site.
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/
There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in
your area. You can register at he following location.
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/
Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 9th November 2021 at 7:00pm in the
Pavilion. An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday.
Members of the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or queries by prior
written request to the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting and joining instructions
will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may change.
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The Parish Councillors
Ellen Reese
Tel: 07775 419512
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com
Martin Barrow-Starkey
Tel: 882678
email: martinbs51@talktalk.net
Michael Franklin
Tel: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com
Rod Fraser
Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Rich Fuller
Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Gill Grahame
Tel: 881805
email: gillybatt@icloud.com
Penelope Marcus (chair)
Tel: 07718 763714
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com
Steve Page
Tel: 07703 545349
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Kerry Scarlett
Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com
Henry Spilberg
Tel: 881216
email: hjspilberg@hotmail.com
Lucy Tritton
Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Stacey White-Rose
Tel: 07766 011460
email: slwhite12@hotmail.com

Officers of the Parish Council
Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood,
OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning,
Cemetery and Allotments matters
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough,
Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
Office Hours: 01993 773532
Mobile: 07767 020290
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com

Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel: 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
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Blue lidded bins are for all
recycling except glass bottles/jars.

Waste and Recycling
•
•

•
•

Wednesday 3rd
November
Wednesday 17th
November

Wednesday 10th
November
Wednesday 24th
November

In GREEN weeks, general
recycling, glass, food waste,
cooking and engine oil, batteries,
bagged fabrics, shoes, small
electrical items and garden waste
will be collected.
In GREY weeks, general rubbish
and food waste will be collected.
Residents can now report a
missed bin collection via this
online form:
westoxon.gov.uk/missedbin

More details to be found at:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-andrecycling/what-to-put-in-your-bin/
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Due to the current emergency, some dates
may change; please contact the event
organiser to confirm.
Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Hanborough Herald, but are the views of its
contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication
are
not
endorsed
nor
specifically
recommended
by
the
Management
Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please
mention to the supplier that you saw their
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald.
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Hi, everyone!
Did you manage to find
me
last
month?I
wonder where I’ll end
up
this
month?
Hans Bruh

Notices From the Village
Struggling to Get Your Steps in this Month?
We are looking for new recruits to deliver the
Hanborough Herald in and around the village. It’s a
great opportunity to grab a bit of good old fashioned
exercise and perhaps meet a few of your
neighbours! Why not give it a go?
Please contact Sarah Nicholls to find out more
01993 881466

A New Editor

Hanborough Youth Club

I

t is a great privilege to take over from Tommy as Editor. Tommy
did a fantastic job and I hope I can follow in his steps and
eventually make my own mark. A little bit about myself, I grew
up in Burford a place that will always hold a special place in my
heart. I moved to London in 2015 for work and after 6 years in
the big smoke I am glad to be back in the countryside,
Hanborough is a perfect fit. We moved to Abelwood Road in
August and myself, my wonderful partner Sarah and our lovely
(mostly) son Arthur are already in love with the area and the
people around us.

We are looking for volunteers to reopen Hanborough
Village’s Youth Club for our 8-12-year-olds.
The club will run on Friday evenings 7:30-9:00pm
(term time only) at the Pavilion (unless the new team
decides to change location).
Are you interested in being part of a committee to
manage the club and/or planning and helping out at
some sessions?
No previous experience needed apart from having
been a child once upon a time(!), DBS, First Aid
Training and Safeguarding training and other
learning opportunities will be provided.
Please contact Hannah on 07504 455301 or Julie on
07476 801379 for any further information

The Herald is for you, the people and I would love to hear any
suggestions on what you think you would like to see in future
editions. Please feel free to email me anytime with ideas.

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to
you, they are available from the following locations:
The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery,
Suzuki Garage, Methodist Church, Siblings Hair
Dressers, Effects Hair Studio or online at:
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk

Look forward to hearing from you,
Josh
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Elderberries
As I write this we have just had our 12 th
week back with everyone at Elderberries
and it s�ll feels good to be back! We are all
ge�ng back to our usual rhythm but s�ll
being Covid aware and hand sani�ser! We
have also been very busy welcoming back
old friends who have entertained us before
and are now back with us again and we
have also welcomed new people who we
have discovered and are more than happy
to support. This weeks guest was Derek who
came all the way from Eynsham to make
bu�er for us! He was brilliant,funny and
entertaining and so knowledgeable about
his cra� and we all enjoyed fresh bu�er and
a bit of jam on crusty bread- it’s tough
running this club! In the coming weeks we
have everything from singing to exercise
with some magic thrown in for good
measure! There’s always something
happening at Elderberries!

Gill Grahame
Manager
881805

An update on Salt Cross AAP and
Hanborough Sta�on Masterplan

Salt Cross Area Action Plan (AAP)
Following the Council’s submission of Salt
Cross Area Action Plan to the Planning
Inspectorate in February, examination hearing

opportunity to comment on the modifications
mad to the Area Action Plan through the
inspection process, before it is adopted by the
Council.

sessions were held 28 June – 8 July.
Subsequently, the Inspector paused the

Hanborough Station Masterplan

examination and invited the Council to

The District Council and Oxfordshire County

undertake some further work on the phasing of

Council are working closely to scope out a

community infrastructure.

brief and invite consultants to prepare a new

Once this work is complete, the next stage is to

masterplan for Hanborough Station.

move towards publication of ‘main modifications’

The masterplan will build on and develop previous
work prepared for the District Council which
looked at initial opportunities for enhancing the
role of Hanborough Station a key transport hub.

of Salt Cross Area Action Plan which the
Council will consult on to give everyone the

The Catholic Church of St Peter, Eynsham
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland,
Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton
Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our
Priest. All are welcome.
Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and
Sunday 10:00am
The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive
enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email
stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com. Please check the
website or call Fr Mark for information regarding issues
caused by the pandemic.
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR
Phone:881613
Website: stpeterseynsham.org.uk

CreateVDesigns - Bespoke Arts &
Crafts
Spoil your pooches at Christmas, the
following is available for them:
Doggy Christmas Bandanas
Doggy Christmas Bow ties
Doggy Traditional Christmas stockings
Doggy Bone stockings
Doggy Woodland Creature stockings
We also make:
Children’s book cushions
Adult cushions
Ballet shoe bags
Non-Christmas doggy bandanas/bow ties

EST SINCE 1994.

PROFESSIONALWINDOW CLEANING
&
CARPET CLEANING
FULLY INSURED
millbrookservices1@gmail.com
TEL: 01235 511541 MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE
Visit our webpage to view all other services:

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk

Contact details:
createvdesigns@hotmail.com
Facebook – message directly from the page: https://
www.facebook.com/createvdesigns/
Instagram
07906 073673
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1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout
Group
Matthew Ruddle

Our groups have had an action-packed time
since we started up again in September!
Beavers have visited Combe Mill for ponddipping and a camp fire, had a go at baking
bread, and worked on earning gardening
badges by planting bulbs with support from
Freeland Nurseries.
Cubs have also been to Combe Mill to track
bats, held a scrapheap challenge, have been
working on their first aid skills and earned
their Communication badges.
Scouts had a fun evening at Fat Squirrels
activity centre, have been climbing walls at Far
Peak and built towers out of marshmallows
and spaghetti to work towards their
teamwork badges.
Explorers are planning their own activities as
well looking to collaborate more closely with
the Scouts to participate in some of their
events together.
These activities are all thanks to our
wonderful team of volunteer leaders and
assistant leaders, without whom we could not
offer such a variety of experiences.
We have recently recruited some great
volunteers to help us run our groups but we
are always in need of a few more! If you can
spare a few hours a week to help us provide
wonderful experiences for young people in
Long Hanborough and Freeland please do get
in touch. Send an email to Steve:
gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to find out how you
can get involved!
Lastly, we will be delivering the Christmas
Post in Long Hanborough and Church
Hanborough again this year. Christmas cards
for your local friends and family in the
Hanboroughs only can be dropped off at The
Cycle Shop & General Store before Friday
17th December to be delivered by our Scouts
groups during the weekend of 18th / 19th
December. Suggested minimum donation of
20p per card, please.All proceeds will go to
our 1st Hanborough Freeland Scouts group.
Thank you for your support!
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Affordable Housing

Merilyn Davies
Cabinet member for
Housing and
Communities
District Councillor
for Hanborough
and Freeland

Hi all, I promised my next piece would be more
glamorous than bins and what could be more
glamous than an awards night?! West
Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) and
Blenheim Estates/Pye are up for three awards for
their partnership work in bringing affordable
homes to our area. When I first became a
councillor, three years ago, I accused Blenheim
of trying to recreate a feudal system by building
homes in villages around the Palace (!). I soon
learnt that being a councillor means you have to
create relationships with people and
between people, if you are to get the best for
everyone living in the area, even if you're not too
keen on them! The partnership
between Blenheim and WODC, however, is one I
am proud of. Blenheim has allowed us to provide
more affordable homes than we had hoped, and
has produced them not at 80% of market rent like
other developers, but at 60% of market rent.
They want to go even further and get that to

50%. Their affordable homes are built to
exactly the same standard as all their
others, the same spec, the same concern
with the climate (making bills cheaper)
and they have a wonderful staff member
in place who assists those who need help
to enjoy a long and sustainable tenancy.
So, wish us luck on 29 October! I want
Blenheim to go further and to make
affordable homes for everyone not just
those on our housing register and I want
them to create homes which surpass
everyone's expectations
regarding climate change. But I'm going
to do this by working with them not
against them - until they come for North
Field (opposite Hanborough Gate) and
then they know full well all bets are off!

Woodstock & District u3a
Chris Sladen

Although it would be rash to imply that things are back to
normal, Woodstock u3a's activity has notably stepped up as
Autumn runs on. Our monthly speaker meetings have indeed
still had to be delivered on-line, but there is hope that come
November we will be able offer a choice –to watch on-line or
in limited numbers at our usual meeting place, Woodstock
Community Centre in New Road; check our website.
Our October speaker, David Grylls, provided an entertaining
talk on differences and similarities between US and British
English. November's subject – 'Wheelpower' – will illustrate
the potential for changing lives through sport, going back to
the first Paralympic Games in 1948.
In October, too, the Branch had a visible presence at what I
assume to be the very first 'Woodstock Day'. With the weather
on our side, Branch Chair David Duthie and other members
manned a stand in Woodstock Museum Garden, drawing a
good number of visitors whom we hope to see return as
members. On this occasion the u3a banner, which stood
proudly over our stand, was not forgotten when we struck
camp.
Much of the continuing interest for members lies in the
Branch's score of Interest Groups, who have found ingenious
ways to continue through Lockdown. The popular Lunch
Group, for example, is preparing to tackle an exploratory visit
to Adderbury's 'Coach & Horses': tough work, but someone
must do it.
More detail at www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock.
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Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland
The churches of Hanborough and
Freeland were reopened for worship on 27
June 2021. From the beginning of
September 2021, the church will be open
daily during the week for private prayer and
for those who simply wish to visit this
beautiful medieval church building.
All are welcome of course to join us for our
10:00am Sunday morning services. At St
Peter and St Paul Church Hanborough, St
Mary the Virgin Freeland and Christ
Church Long Hanborough, there will be a
10:00am service every week, and
everyone from our community is invited to
join us on this new adventure. You can see
a video on our website in which the new
service patterns and the thinking behind
them are presented by the clergy and
wardens. St Mary the Virgin Freeland is
also open for private prayer 9:00am5:00pm throughout the week.

Letter from
Our Curate

I am writing this letter a few days after
having seen an amazingly clear, quite
beautiful night sky, where the stars just
seemed to sparkle brighter and clearer
than usual. It reminded me of Psalm 19
verses 1-4 which I have quoted above,
where the psalmist who may have had a
similar (probably clearer) experience than
mine recognised that such beauty, such
order could only be the work of the creator
God. In Psalm 19:1 the psalmist writes,
“The heavens declare the glory of God; the
skies proclaim the work of his hands.” The
psalmist recognises that while all of
creation declares God’s glory, the heavens
are worthy a special mention because they
are the most obviously seen of all God’s
works. While it is true that we can see
God’s glory reflected in other aspects of
creation such as mountains and lakes,
forests, and wildlife, not everyone will have
access to these places. But everyone can
look up on a clear night and see the beauty
of the heavens. John Glenn the American
astronaut who got an even closer look at
the beauty of the heavens than most of us,
said “To Look at this kind of creation out
here and not believe in God is impossible."
When we look up and see the beauty of the
heavens, we can learn at least two things.
Firstly, God is powerful, quite simply the
enormity and intricacy and order of our own
solar system with the sun, the moon, and
the planets, tell us something about how
powerful God is. Secondly, God is creative,
the beauty of the heavens, the variety of
shapes, sizes and colour tell us something
of the creative nature of God. Saint Paul
was alluding to this when he wrote in
Romans 1:20, “For since the creation of the
world God’s invisible qualities — his
eternal power and divine nature — have
been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that men are
without excuse.”

On the Particulars of Christ Church,
Long Hanborough and St Peter & Paul
The congregation which used to meet in
the Manor School has moved to Christ
Church (on Main Road opposite the Old
Doctors’ Surgery). You are warmly invited
to join us for worship on Sundays at
10:00am. Children and young people are
always welcome, and some weeks they
also meet in their own groups: Wayfarers
(3-11 yrs) and Focus (11-16 yrs).
On the 5th Sunday of each month, all our
churches meet together for worship at St
Peter & Paul, Church Hanborough.

So, this Autumn when we have clear night
skies take the opportunity to look up, and
ponder, who God is and what he is like.
1

The heavens declare the glory of
God; the skies proclaim the work
of his hands.2 Day after day they
pour forth speech; night after night
they reveal knowledge.3 They
have no speech, they use no
words; no sound is heard from
them. 4 Yet their voice goes out
into all the earth, their words to the
ends of the world.’ (Psalm 19:1-4)

New to the Village?
If you have just recently moved into the
Hanboroughs and have not yet received a
Welcome Pack, do please let us know. This
is a scheme run by the Hanborough
Churches, and the pack contains
information with contact numbers about
things that go on in the villages and a map
to help you find your way around.
Similarly if a new family has arrived near
you, we would love to welcome them and
give them a Welcome Pack.
So please do get in touch!
Please contact:
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
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Rev Mike
Madden

If you have any questions whatsoever
about coming to church or exploring
Christian faith, please do not hesitate to
get in contact with me at
rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk
With much love in Christ Jesus.

Cuban Animal Rescue is a small HMRC reg. charity
based in Long Hanborough.

We send pet treatments, medicines and supplies to vets and animal welfare
groups in Cuba; these are used to treat the many sick dogs and cats surviving on
the streets in Cuba. If you have any unfinished or recently out of date pet
medica�ons that you are planning to throw away, please consider dona�ng them
to Cuban Animal Rescue.
Cuba lacks many resources so the treatments we pet owners in the UK take for
granted are either non-existent even for the Cuban vets, or very expensive for the
average Cuban to buy which sadly leads to animals being abandoned on the
streets. Here the cats and dogs breed uncontrolled and are at risk of starva�on,
disease and abuse.
For more informa�on please email me cubananimalrescue@gmail.com or visit
h�ps://www.facebook.com/Carolecubananimalrescue/
h�p://www.cubananimalrescue.org/
Thank you
Carole
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Oxford Bus and Morris Museums
The Museum has completed the restoration of a local South Midland
Ford Transit minibus, B106 XJO (number 6), which has been taxed
and has passed its MOT, so it is now back on the road. Number 6
was new to South Midland, headquartered in Witney in April 1985. It
was one of 25 identical minibuses bought to head-off competition
expected with the coming of the deregulation of the bus industry,
which took place in October 1986. The bodies were adapted from an
existing design used for goods delivery across the country and were
often unkindly referred to as ‘Bread vans.’
South Midland initially used them to start new minibus services in
towns where it already used full-size buses. These included Witney
branded as ‘The Blanket Bus- All Over Witney.’ Other vehicles in the
fleet were branded ‘Bicester Bullet,’ ‘Wantage Whizzer’ and
‘Abingdon Bizzibus’. Witney services started on 29 April 1985 on
Mondays to Saturdays but there was no Sunday service. There were
six routes linking Witney Town Centre to housing estates too small to
justify a full-sized bus.
From 1st April 1986 a seventh route started from Witney via Freeland,
Long Hanborough, Bladon, Woodstock to either Kidlington or
Wootton and Glympton. The service ran hourly through Hanborough
on Mondays to Saturdays but there was no Sunday service. South
Midland was formed in 1983, after the division of the Oxford South
Midland operation centred on the city. Oxford became the city
operator and is today known as the Oxford Bus Company. South
Midland was created to operate the country services, mainly to the
west and north of Oxford.
The new operation was bought by a management team, but they
soon sold on the business to Exeter-based Transit Holdings in 1988,
who were already running the ‘Oxford Tube,’ coach service to
London and running their own fleet of minibuses in Oxford. Number 6
was transferred to the West of England and used in Barnstaple, but
spent most of the 1990s working on Weymouth town services until
withdrawal in 1999. One of our trustees, Stephen Jolly, bought it and
donated it to the Oxford Bus Museum. He recalls:
“The bus came out of all day service on a Friday, and I collected her
on the Monday. It was remarkable to find one of these minibuses still
in service when nearly 15 years old”.
Number 6 was repainted back to its original colours and became a
static exhibit in the Oxford Bus Museum. Two years ago, the trustees
decided to restore the vehicle, so it was roadworthy and part of the
museum’s running fleet. Another trustee, Kevin Simms, and a
volunteer, Paul Radburn worked on the restoration which included:

• A full service of the engine and new cam belt and fan belts.
• The alternator was sent away for overhaul.
• The gearbox and rear axle oils where changed.
• Due to the long period of inactivity, a complete overhaul of
the brake system was necessary, with a new master cylinder
fitted, front brake callipers overhauled, and new brake pads,
rear wheel cylinders and brake shoes fitted. Flexi hoses and
metal brake pipes were renewed as necessary.

• The front wheel bearings were replaced, and the rear hubs stripped
down and cleaned with new oil seals fitted.
• The wheels were refurbished, and new tyres fitted on the front axle.
•There was much corrosion evident in both the main chassis and the
bodywork around the wheel arches. The whole area around the
entrance step was corroded and required extensive work from Paul
Radburn to fabricate a whole new frame and weld it into place before
the wooden floor could be reinstated. Similarly, the same was done to
both rear wheel arches where the corrosion was also extensive. This
required removal of all the seating, the heater ducting and floor
coverings to enable access to the affected areas. This was most time
consuming and labour intensive part of the restoration.
• The complete underside was cleaned and painted silver.
• Various body panelling problems were rectified, and the bottom
black section of the bus was repainted, and correct transfers applied.
• The electrics were always a problem with the transits even when
they were in service. Many hours were spent sorting out electrical
defects with new switches, fuses and/or fitted, wiring connections
tested and with new bulbs and buzzers and, of course, a new battery
was needed after all the time number 6 was not run.
Parts were obtained from all over the UK as well as Germany, Italy
and Poland. Kevin Simms joined the Ford Transit facebook group
which provided numerous contacts and some useful advice along the
way. He reported that:
“It was a pleasure to undertake this, because I used to
maintain these minibuses when I worked as a maintenance engineer
for South Midland in the late 1980s”
The first outing of number 6 was to Witney Town Council’s “Car Free
Day” on the Market Square on Wednesday 22 September, where the
photograph was taken with Kevin in a conductor’s uniform. Branded
as the Witney Blanket Bus, it drew a lot of favourable comments. The
volunteers also took a couple of historic cycles, ticket machines and
photocopies of original 1985 promotional material for South Midland’s
new fleet of minibuses. As the bus was parked in Witney market
square, we displayed an old photo of the square, when it served as
the Witney bus terminus. Our volunteers handed out OBMT leaflets to
passers-by, promoting museum visits and future events.
Number 6 will be on display on most Sundays and Wednesdays up to
Christmas including Sunday 12th and Sunday 19th December When
Father Christmas has agreed to visit the museum. This year, instead
of building his grotto inside a bus, Father Christmas will be in the airy
main museum so reducing the risk of covid transmission.
On New Year’s Day the museum is having a special Running Day,
when number 6 may be used to give rides depending on passenger
numbers.
Frank Collingwood
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Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965

Charity No 304309

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough
Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming children
from 2 to 5 years of age. Government funding for 15 to 30
hours is available for children aged three years or over and
15 hours for some two-year-old children - please do not
hesitate to request information regarding this. We provide a
safe and friendly environment for children to learn through
play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The
sessions run from Monday to Thursday during school term
time starting with the morning session from 8.45am to 11.45
am, lunchtime sessions where children can stay and have
lunch is from 11.45am to 12.15pm and the afternoon session
is from 12.15pm to 3.15pm. Fridays Pre-School finishes at
11.45am. We also run Forest School sessions on Friday
mornings, where the children have the opportunity to go
exploring outdoors.
Term 1: This term has been an exciting new start for lots of
children but also lovely to see some familiar (and taller!)
faces back. We started our term with ‘All about me’. This has
been a great first topic to get to know our friends really well.
We completed information sheets about ourselves at home,
which we have been sharing with our friends. For the last
part of the term, we have been celebrating Autumn. We
have enjoyed exploring the season change through art,
music and stories.
Staff: Exciting times ahead with staff changes at our PreSchool. We have welcomed two new members of staff
Megan & Nicky who have settled in wonderfully and are
looking forward to an additional new member of staff this
term too. We have also seen a change over in our
management team with Jackie stepping back into a
Practitioner role as well as SENCO and we are delighted to
announce that Claire is our new Manager . As a qualified
teacher she will bring a new and exciting dimension to the
setting. Charlotte continues in her role as Assistant
Manager.
Current Fees: Morning (8.45am to 11.45am) or afternoon
sessions (12.15pm to 3.15pm) are £18 per session.
Lunchtime sessions (Monday to Thursday inc 11.45am to
12.15pm) are £3 per session.
We are now full from September 2021 and now have a
waiting list for spaces should they come up. September
2022 is also filling up very fast so do please contact us to
register a place.
Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be
updated on future events and news. You can also visit
our
website
for
more
information:
hanboroughpreschool.co.uk
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit,
email longhanborough.preschool@gmail.com or call our
mobile at the pavilion (07770 687782) during session
times.
Administration:
Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017
where we were rated GOOD

Email us for copies of our prospectus on preschool@gmx.com or you can download one from our
website.
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First and Last
Mile CIC
Y

our new community bus, coming
soon for the benefit of everyone.
Every 2 hours Monday to Friday.
Our buses are designed to offer
connections to the main bus network
and to make travel easier for
everyone. We will do this by working
with local authorities and other
commercial transport companies
and aim to deliver a viable and
sustainable service.

October

Margaret Lang

Here we are again, and sadly the weather is on
the change, but the gardens con�nue to thrive
with many flowers s�ll to cut for a small
arrangement in the home. We con�nue to
enjoy ourselves with us once again mee�ng in
the Clubhouse for our October mee�ng which
was a joy. Katherine Kear was the
demonstrator and who also happens to be the
Na�onal Chairman of the Associa�on. The �tle
of her demonstra�on ‘The Li�le Green
Orchard’ – a poem by Walter de la Mare was
very humorous. She also touched on
supers��ons and the history of flowers and
their uses especially Lavender in the very early
days. All her arrangements were raffled so
many members went home delighted with
their prize. Our next mee�ng on 8th November
with Katherine Lee demonstra�ng will be on
Zoom with the �tle ‘Glad Tidings’. If, anyone
would like to join us there is a charge of £3 and
informa�on can be obtained from Anthony on
07754043233. On 13 December we are
mee�ng back at the Bowls and Tennis
Clubhouse, Cadogan Park, Woodstock at 7 for
7,15. If anyone would like further informa�on,
please contact me on 01865 376587.

Our first services are:
Service 411 LONG HANBOROUGH
TO EYNSHAM
Hanborough Station - Church
Hanborough - Long Hanborough,
New Road - Freeland, Broadmarsh
Lane - Eynsham, Spareacre Lane Bartholomew School - Eynsham,
Church
Service 418 STANDLAKE TO
EYNSHAM
Bablock Hythe - Northmoor Heyford Close - Brighthampton Standlake ,Bell - Stanton Harcourt,
Harcourt Arms - Sutton - Eynsham
Church - Bartholomew School
There will be buses to take students
to Bartholomew, or to get to
Eynsham to catch Stagecoach
buses for onward travel to Oxford
and Witney and also to Hanborough
Station for onward travel by train.
Volunteers are needed to fill various
roles including driving, cleaning,
admin and publicity. We are all
volunteers doing this for the benefit
of the community. Please get in
touch via the website or phone
01993 704827 and ask for David
Miles.
We need your support to make this
work and that means using our
buses and spreading the word about
them. Public transport must play its
part in a greener future by reducing
dependence on car use.
For more information and timetables
please see our website:
www.firstandlastmile.org.uk

West Oxon Wills & Probate. Lasting
Powers of Attorney, Property Trusts, PrePaid Funeral Plans, Equity Release.
Free
advice.
Phone
or
Home
appointments. 01993220281 07769730616
westoxonwills@uwclub.net

or contact us on
info.firstandlastmile@gmail.com
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HERALD CROSSWORD No 126: November 2021

BY DIVALDE
This month’s answers may be found at
http://divalde.wordpress.com

Answers for No 125 October 2021
Across: 1 Harry Potter: 8 Regal: 9 YouTube: 10 Tug: 11 Tulsa: 12 Extreme: 14 Ogress: 17 Gdansk: 21 Tolkien: 23 Signs: 24 Ice: 25 Uplifts: 26
Dream: 27 Colin Dexter:
Down: 1 Horatio: 2 Regular: 3 Yalta: 4 Oxygen: 5 Trusted: 6 Route: 7 Theme: 13 Mas: 15 Goo: 16 Skinful: 18 Neglect: 19 Kashmir: 20 Unison: 21
Thump: 22 Lilac: 23 Sedge:
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Appointments can now be booked online at:
siblingshairdressing.co.uk/booking
Follow us on social media:
SiblingsHairdressing
SiblingsHairdressing1

Find us:
127 Main Road, Long Hanborough
Witney, OX29 8JX
Contact us:
Info@siblingshairdressing.co.uk
01993 880280
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“You know who killed our mystery man?” Edith gaped at the vicar, who nodded a little sheepishly.
“I fear I’ve kept information from you again, Miss Langford, though not on purpose. It was when the detective
mentioned the two suspects, Sam Martin and Alex Keighley, that I remembered. The poor fellow was agitated when
he came to talk to me, and muttered something about a ‘German-looking chap’ several times. Now, as I told you,
his whole story of being a spy pursued by enemies seemed fantastic, and I put it down to a touch of paranoia. And
yet…”
“It’s turning out to be horribly real,” she agreed. “And this could be a description of his attacker.”
“It isn't much go on. What does a German look like in the popular imagination? The Kaiser?”
Edith smiled.

The Paper
Chase
Part Two

Daria Davis

“Not for a while. It’s the modern 30s, after all! But perhaps a tall, blonde kind of person? Sam Martin is tall and
fair-haired, but Alex Keighley is short, with dark hair.” She glanced sharply at the vicar. “So you really do know who
did it.”
Reverend Tuttle sighed.
“I know how it looks for Sam Martin. He fits the description, and he was in the shop with the victim.” He glanced at
the receipt, which still refused to give up its code. “But I just can’t believe it. I’ve known Sam since he was a little
boy. It’s not possible that he’s some sort of spy!”
“Whereas Alex only moved to the village last month, and no one knows anything about his past.”
“It would be dreadful if either of them was a criminal.” He looked so downcast that Edith decided to take action.
“We’re going down to the shop,” she said firmly. “D.S. Anderson swears by recreating the crime, and I’m guessing he’s got all the suspects gathered there right
now like he’s in a detective story. We shouldn’t keep an important piece of information from him. But I promise we’ll get to the truth of the matter, whatever that
may be.”
Just as she’d expected, Anderson was pacing back and forth in front of Mrs. Benson’s shop, speaking sternly to two men. Both Sam Martin and Alex Keighley
looked completely bewildered by what he was saying. Derek Worthington stood a ways back, watching the proceedings a smirk on his face.
“Hullo! Come to help us solve the mystery?” He gave Edith a winning smile, which was not lost upon the detective.
“Worthington, when I said I’d interrogate the suspects and you weren’t to interrupt, what did that mean?”
“Sorry old chap. I’d hardly call this an interrogation, though.” Derek gave a deprecating shrug. “Now in the secret service—”
“Yes, I’m sure you fellows use all sorts of torture devices on people,” muttered Anderson, “but this is Longborough—”
Edith left them to their bickering and turned to the suspects, who did not look reassured by the phrase “torture devices”.
“Don’t worry about them,” she said. “We’re just trying to clear up some facts.”
“That’s not what he made it sound like.” Sam jerked his head towards the detective. “Going on about why was I in the shop and did I know the man who died
and all. I told him, I was just buying a new spade.”
“And I was sent for blotting paper by Miss Mallowby,” added Alex. “I wasn’t following the man!”
“One really can get anything at Mrs. Benson’s,” said Edith soothingly. “A spade, blotting paper, toffees — I often buy those myself — even those nasty Woodbine
cigarettes.” She watched them carefully as she said this, but saw no flicker of recognition. Neither toffees nor Woodbines seemed to mean anything, unless
one of them was a very good actor. But then, a spy would be.
“She’s got a knack for knowing what the village needs,” Sam agreed. Looking at his honest face, Edith was assailed by doubt. And yet, a German-looking
chap… of the whole village, Sam Martin probably fit that description best.
She frowned. Was that strictly true? She thanked the two men for their help and walked off, needing space to think. What if she looked at the case from the
opposite direction? Edith didn’t like the conclusion she came to, but had to admit it made a lot more sense than farmer spies and mystery toffees.
And if her idea was right, she knew exactly what to do.
“Recreating the victim’s movements is vital.” Anderson beamed at Edith, pleased that she agreed.
“If you think herding a bunch of people into a shop is useful,” Derek muttered. Anderson ignored him.
“I’ll be the victim and go in first. Keighley, you follow me right away, and Martin, you go in one minute after.”
“Wait,” said Edith. “I should be the victim. That way you can observe the whole scene as it happens.”
“Are you sure?” Anderson looked as though he liked this idea even less than he liked Derek.
“It’s fine,” she reassured him. “You’ll be right there, won’t you?”
“Of course.” Resigned, he followed Edith into the little shop, which was crowded with every kind of item imaginable. Mrs. Benson looked up from her ledger.
“Hello there, how can I help?”
Anderson explained his unusual request, and Mrs. Benson, another avid reader of mystery novels, readily agreed.
“The stranger was just wandering around,” she explained. “Staring at everything like he didn’t know what he wanted.”
Edith walked from shelf to shelf, pretending to look at the shoe polish, turnips, and sports equipment on display.
A second later the bell tinkled, admitting Alex Keighley.

“Now this gentleman went straight for the paper goods,” said Mrs. Benson. Obediently, Alex picked up a piece of paper. A minute later, Sam Martin walked in.
“Hello Mrs. Benson, have you got a spade?”
Edith and the detective watched them go through the motions of spade shopping.
“As much as I hate to admit it,” Anderson murmured to Edith, “Worthington was right. This isn’t particularly helpful.”
“No,” she whispered. “But this is.” And she gave a piercing shriek.
“What the devil?” Anderson stared, first at her, then at the door as it burst open. Derek flew into the shop, nearly knocking over the turnips. Reverend Tuttle
followed on his heels.
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“What happened? Edith, are you alright?”
“Don’t worry, Derek, all part of the experiment,” Edith replied lightly.
“Hello again. Are you helping the detective too?”
Everyone turned to stare at Mrs. Benson.
“You know this man?” asked Anderson.
“Of course. He came into the shop a little while before your mystery man. For a letter-opener and some stamps, isn’t that right?”
Derek didn’t seem to have an answer. His usual charming smile had fled, and a strange, hard expression transformed his face. Edith hardly recognised her friend now as he backed
away towards the door.
“This is all nonsense,” he muttered. “Waste of time…”
“To have Mrs. Benson identify you, and place you near the victim?” said Edith. “Not in the shop with him, but coming out just as he was going in. He saw you and knew his time was
up, didn’t he? That’s why he tried to use the receipt as a secret code. Which, by the way, I’d like you to give back now.”
“What are you talking about?” Derek spluttered.
“You mean you didn’t take the opportunity of being alone with Reverend Tuttle to persuade him to give you the paper?”
“You’ve gone mad. I’m with the secret service. I’ve a right to examine that paper if I want to.”
Anderson took a step towards him.
“Then you won’t mind handing it over to me.”
Obediently, Derek reached into his pocket. A second later, a pistol glinted in his hand, pointed directly at the detective. Edith gasped.
“Back away now, all of you,” Derek growled. Anderson raised his hands and stepped back.
“You too, vicar.” Derek turned to where Reverend Tuttle stood blocking the door, but the latter shook his head.
“Put down the gun, young man.”
“I’m warning you, padre. Move.”
“There is no sense in this,” said the vicar quietly.
“Vicar, please—” Anderson remonstrated.
“You think I won’t shoot you?” Derek shouted.
And Edith, seeing her opportunity, grabbed a cricket bat from its stand and whacked Derek on the head with it.
He went down with a heavy thud. Mrs. Benson screamed, Anderson rushed in with handcuffs, and general pandemonium ensued. Edith, however, beamed at the vicar, who was
looking pale but dignified in the midst of the chaos.
“You were amazing, Reverend Tuttle,” she said. “You saved us all! And you gave me the vital clue to the mystery.”
When Constable Horn had hauled Derek away and tea had been passed around in Mrs. Benson’s little flat, Anderson looked at Edith encouragingly.
“Are you going to explain it all to us?”
“Not much to explain,” she replied. “I would have suspected anyone in the village except Derek, though he fit the description of a tall, blonde ‘German-looking chap’ to a T. But I was
oblivious, until I thought back on his behaviour. It was like he was trying to obstruct the investigation at every step, even though he was supposed to be on our side. Once I stopped
thinking of him as my friend and started suspecting him, it all fell into place. Even the letter opener — the thin-bladed murder weapon we were looking for.”
She shuddered, and Anderson patted her hand.
“I’m sorry. It can’t be easy for you.”
“I’ve read that secret agents sometimes change sides, I just never thought… ” She shook her head, trying not to dwell on it. Then she looked at Anderson thoughtfully. “You, however,
do not seem surprised.”
The detective grinned.
“There was one mystery you didn’t solve. The identity of the British agent whom the victim was trying to meet.”
“It was you??” Edith nearly jumped out of her seat. “You’re a spy too?”
He laughed.
“Nothing so grand. I’m a police liaison for the secret service, that’s all. That’s why I knew Worthington’s bluff from the beginning. So I played the local plod, offended at having his
authority trod on. Was I convincing?”
“Oh, very,” Edith said teasingly. “So the jealousy was all an act, then?”
“Well… he did seem awfully fond of hugging you.” The detective blushed and sipped his tea. “And I could never get him to make a slip, but you did it brilliantly.”
“I banked on the fact that, despite everything, he did care about me.” Edith sighed, and was grateful when Mrs. Benson asked:
“But what about my receipt? Is it really a secret code?”
Anderson retrieved the crumpled paper from his pocket.
“Oh yes,” said Edith. “Now we know that the victim was pressed for time, that he looked lost, and that he bought cigarettes although he didn’t smoke, I think I see the answer. He
didn’t buy the items for their meaning at all. He bought them for their prices.”
“Of course!” Anderson shook the much-harassed little paper. “Such an obvious part of a receipt that we missed it. Three pence, five pence, one penny,” he read out. “Three-five-one…
a safe deposit box? We found a small key in his belongings. I bet if we talk to his bank we’ll make some interesting discoveries.”
“Which you can tell us nothing about?” she guessed.
“I’m afraid so. But rest assured that important papers will now fall into the right hands, not the wrong ones.”
“Glad I could be of service.”
“Not to mention saving my life,” said Reverend Tuttle. “You’re very handy with a cricket bat, Miss Langford.”
“One of the perks of being a schoolteacher,” Edith said, smiling. “And it’s true what they say. One really can get anything in Mrs. Benson’s shop!”

23

FREELAND GARDENING REPORT

Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road

Janet Dalton (Publicity Secretary)
This is the time of year when gardeners are tidying
away all the annuals that brighten our gardens in
summer and cutting down the perennials when they
have finished flowering. If the clumps of perennials
have grown too big dig them up and split them with
two forks and replant what you want. Spare clumps
can be potted up and given to a friend, moved
elsewhere in the garden or brought to gardening
Club for the Plant Table. It is also a good time to
save seed from many plants. Put these in a paper
bag and store somewhere cool. Tulip bulbs should
be planted in November.
At last we are hoping to have the first Gardening
Club meeting since early 2020. Roger Umplby is
coming on 22nd November to Freeland Hall at
7.30pm to tell us about ‘The Wonders of
Wildflowers’. This is a subject that has inspired
many gardeners to help wild life, particularly bees.
Certain areas around Freeland are being prepared
to plant wildflowers next spring. If these are
successful more areas will be taken over for this
project. Many gardeners already have personally
turned areas jn their gardens to wildflowers and
enjoyed their display.
The Hornbeam tree on the playing field to celebrate
the Gardening Club’s 20th Anniversary is now doing
well, thanks to those who looked after it when it was
first planted.
As the nights are getting cooler it is time to move
delicate potted plants either to a greenhouse or
somewhere offering them more protection. This also
applied to any house plants moved outside for the
summer.

Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm;
Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm
Tel: 01993 881430
Website: h�ps://
freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
Spring bulbs
Winter flowering plants for baskets and
containers
Ornamental trees, fruit trees and shrubs
Main crop potatoes
Large range of compost, bark, manure and
mulches
Eggs, jams, pickles and local honey
Coal, logs and kindling wood

We greatly look forward to welcoming everyone back
to the Gardening Club including any newcomers to
the village. If you are new please let someone in the
Hall know so we can welcome you and get to know
you. There is usually an excellent speaker and
questions afterward. We have a plant and gardening
item sales table at every Hall meeting so do bring
your spare plants along and see what is there that
you may like. Tea and coffee are then served and a
social time is enjoyed.
Anyone who paid their subs last year will only pay £7
for the coming year. More information will be given
once the Club gets going after the Committee
meeting at the beginning of November. There will be
no meeting in December as it would be too near
Christmas. Most meetings are held on the 4th
Monday of the month and plenty of information about
speakers etc. is given via the Grapevine and local
free magazines.
The Committee are looking for another person to join
them so if this is something you would like to do,
please have a word with our acting Chairperson
Terry Jones or contact him at the e mail below.
For any further information about the Freeland
Gardening Club please contact Terry Jones at
davidjones30@talktalk.net
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Eynsham Medical Group News as of 22 October 2021

Eynsham
Medical
Group
Updates

Covid-19 Booster Vaccina�ons and Annual Flu Vaccina�ons are
con�nuing for those who are eligible.
We are having Covid Booster Vaccina�on clinics on Friday a�ernoons
and Saturday mornings. Do please note that the earliest this can be
given is 6 months a�er you received your second Vaccine. Please do not
try to make an appointment earlier as you would not be given it on
arrival.
If you are eligible for a Covid Booster do please check the on-line
booking status regularly as these appointments will be released as we
have confirma�on that the vaccine will be available.
You will be contacted individually when your turn comes for either the
Flu vaccine or Covid Booster
If you have access to book online this is the best way to book your
appointment and can be done via the
NHS App (h�ps://www.nhsapp.service.nhs.uk/login) or Pa�ent Access
(h�ps://www.pa�entaccess.com/)
Our Vaccine booking line is s�ll available for pa�ents who cannot book
on-line.
This is open between 09:00 and 14:00 Monday to Friday 01993 880786.
Be pa�ent, it is o�en very busy.
Please note, it is vital to turn up for your appointmet in order to obtain
the best protec�on you can against serious symptoms of either the Flu
or Covid in what may be a difficult Winter for those (and other) viral
infec�ons.
If you are eligible but have not had either the first or second Covid
Vaccina�on, then arrange to have them as soon as possible at the
following website. h�ps://www.nhs.uk/condi�ons/coronaviruscovid-19/coronavirus-vaccina�on/book-coronavirus-vaccina�on. If you
cannot book appointments online, you can call 119 free of charge. You
can speak to a translator if you need to.
The Government's chief scien�fic adviser, Sir Patrick Vallance, has said
that about sixty percent of people being admi�ed to hospital with
COVID-19 are unvaccinated, so don’t delay – book up today !!

T rad itional cakes, traybakes, biscuits, scones. GF / vegan options
Cream tea box es. T reat size box es (4 slices) Unique gifts. G ift
Vouchers
Contact Rachel 01993 881867
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com
Find me on Facebook
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November
7th

10:00am
Mr David Sarbutts

14th

09:45am
At St Peter and St Paul

21st

10:00am
Mr Grahame Faulkner

28th

10:00am
Rev Charles Harris

Young Church meets at 10:00am, sharing a
short time of worship in church before
leaving for their own activities in the hall.
Long Hanborough Methodist Church
Women’s Fellowship Meet on the 2nd and
4th Thursdays of the month at 2:00pm.
All ladies welcome.
November
11th
David Sarbutts
25h
Julie Adcock

Methodist Church
We warmly welcome you to our Church
and pray you will find blessing in our
midst and leave with the love, joy and
peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ in
your heart.
Long Hanborough Methodist Church
is once again available for bookings.
Our premises are disabled and dementia
friendly.
For enquiries and bookings please
contact : Judy Haynes on 01993 882379

We would warmly welcome any ladies who
would like to join our Fellowship, whether
regularly or occasionally.
Long Hanborough Methodist Church is
once again available for bookings.
Our premises are disabled and dementia
friendly. For enquiries and bookings please
contact : Judy Haynes on 01993 882379
.
If you enjoy word games but don't have
anyone to play them with, why don't you
come along to our Scrabble Group which
meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month
at Long Hanborough Methodist Church 2:004:00pm. We are a very friendly group and
have a lot of fun; we are not at all
competitive. The cost per session is £2.00,
including tea/coffee and a biscuit. Do come
and join us; you will be assured of a very
warm welcome.
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
Long Hanborough Methodist Church

“Greater love has no one
than this, that one lay
down his life for his
friends. ”
John Ch 15 v 13

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister, please contact either:
Minister:
Rev. Fred Ireland
01993 867301
Associate Minister:
Rev. Charles Harris
01993 358707
Mobile: 07365325522

A warm welcome to all new residents - If
you have just recently moved into
Hanborough/Church Hanborough and have
not yet received a ‘Welcome Pack’ do
please let us know so that we can give one
to you. This is a scheme run by the
Hanborough Churches and the pack
contains information with contact numbers
about things that go on in the villages and a
map to help you find your way around.
Please contact :- Judy Haynes 01993
882379 or email:jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
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Christmas Angels
Knitted angels are flying in and being gift tagged ready for their debut at the 6pm Candlelit Carol
Service in the Methodist Church on Sunday, 19th December and, later that week, being distributed
around the village. There are several dropping off places for completed angels: 61 Millwood End; 3
Shepherds Farm; 26 Marlborough Crescent; 26 Hurdeswell. Please contact Annette (882833) if you
need them collected. Please get in touch if you would like a printed copy of the pattern or, alternatively,
it may be found at www.christmasangel.net - there’s still time to get knitting!

Letter from Our Minister
Our
Minister
Rev Fred
Ireland

Dear Friends
You would have thought in
the 21st Century this would
not be a problem. But it is.
The decision to undertake
road works on the dreaded
A40 recently meant a
number of drivers decided
to use an alternate route
from Witney to Oxford via
Long Hanborough. But
while the workmen were
about to undertake their
work on the A40, others
decided to dig holes at the
same time in Bladon and
on the road between Long
Hanborough and Witney
on the A4095 with
temporary traffic lights in
both locations. This
followed on from several
occasions recently where
holes were dug in Long
Hanborough with all the
delays that we faced for
several weeks. This
seems never ending – the
digging of holes.

Mind you that’s nothing
compared to the temporary
traffic lights on the A41 in
between Bicester and
Waddesdon that have
been there for more than
five months! I have the
misfortune of using this
road every Thursday and
spend a long time in both
directions waiting to get
through them. As I sit
every week and wait, I try
to work out what can take
more than four months to
complete a job. I still have
no idea.
Is it too much to ask that
roadworks be planned
systematically to avoid
multiple works on already
busy roads? It’s not rocket
science!
The irony of it is that whilst
there were several signs
on the A40 near Carterton
and Witney indicating
roadworks would go on for
several weeks until Mid
September, I have not
seen any being undertaken
there!
But the one thing I’ve
noticed in myself and
others as a result of
Covid19 is we’ve all had to
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learn to be more patient
whether that queuing at
temporary lights or at the
shops. And maybe that’s
not a bad thing as we live
in a crowded Country and
we need to make
allowances for one
another. I just wish the
travelling public would be
treated with more
understanding especially
as some journeys are for
important appointments at
hospital etc.
I love living in these parts
and feel really blessed.
The only thing I struggle
with is getting around!

Hanborough
Walking Group
We are a very friendly and informal group who
meet up on the third Sunday of the month and
walk for approximately two hours. Some walks
are local and some may be a short car ride
away. We do try to accommodate people’s
different expectations of walk length.
September’s walk was along the River Windrush
and was very much enjoyed.
Our next Sunday walk is on 21 November at 2
pm. We will email those on the email circulation list
with details about where the walk will start nearer
the time.
There will be no walk in December but we will
resume again in January. So a very happy
Christmas to everyone who has joined the walks
this year and thank you for your support. The dates
for the first part of 2022 are:
16 January
20 February
20 March
If you are not on our list and would like to find out
more and get updates on walks, please contact
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or Ellen
Armitage ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk

Foot Health Professional
Joanna Attridge
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot problems?
I will visit you in
the comfort of
your own home

07961 620 292
joannafoothealth@gmail.com

Based in Combe
Fully qualified and insured

WI

www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk

This month Hanborough WI celebrated 84 years of
being by a meal at The Hand and Shears in Church
Hanborough. They looked a�er us very well and we
all enjoyed delicious food and drink served with a
smile. We had no business this month at our informal
gathering but all appreciated each other’s company
and look forward to our November mee�ng where
we will a�empt to make things for Christmas.
If you are interested in joining us please contact Pat
Co�le(President) on 01993 881520 or Liz Bowler(
Secretary) on 01993 881058. We would all love to
welcome you at the Recrea�on Hall at 7.30pm on the
second Thursday in the month.
Carol Bower
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North Leigh History
Society
In a change to our previously advertised
programme, on Tuesday November 2nd we
have a talk by Frank Ledwidge about
‘Enstone’s Black Lancasters- Myth, Mystery
or State Secret?’ Are we about to discover
the truth about UFOs? Or is this about one
the secret operations of the Second World
War that is only now seeing the light of
day? Come and find out more at our
meeting. In December we are branching
out and we have invited the Launton
Handbell Ringers to our meeting on
December 7th, when we will getting into the
Christmas spirit in St Mary’s church in
Church Road, North Leigh, OX29 6TX.
Our November meeting will be in North
Leigh Memorial Hall, OX29 6SA and all our
meetings start at 7.30pm. Members free,
visitors £4. Further details are available
from Diana Power (01993 882301) or
Robert Kyte at kyterobert@gmail.com We
look forward to seeing you soon.

rj_pimm@hotmail.com

With the warm weather of October
past and the clocks having gone
back November tasks turn
towards protecting plants for
wetter colder conditions. This is
the time to prune apple and pear
trees after leaf fall and apply
grease bands against winter moth
damage. Weeding beds continues
and tulip bulbs can go in.
Our October meeting was a
fascinating talk from Deborah
Hayter about Harvest Rituals, she
told us the history of harvests in
the countryside and detailed the
connections that country people
had with the land and their local
environment. The talk added
another dimension to concepts of
the rural economy and how they
affect our rural landscape today.
Details of the December meeting
and competition are as follows:
Thursday 2nd December in the
Recreation Hall at 7.30
Hanborough Garden Club AGM
and quiz and possibly a
photographic roundup of 2021.
There will be refreshments and
prizes.
Saturday 11th December
Judging of the Hanborough
Christmas Wreath competition.
This follows on from the
successful competition held last
year. Entry details to be found on
the Club’s website: https://
www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/
As before please do contact the
Club with any gardening queries.
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November
Report
2021

HANBOROUGH SHOW
NEEDS YOU
Due to Covid-19, the yearly village event hasn’t
been able to run for 2 years now.
It is an event that has a large following within
Hanborough and surrounding villages and had
been running for many years on the second
Saturday in September at the Pavilion.
I am stepping down as lead organiser of the show
so new people are needed to revive this annual
event that brings the village communities together
with produce, baking, arts and crafts along with
children’s work and an end of summer festival
feeling.
Please do get in touch with me as soon as
possible if you are interested in this opportunity to
get involved with and support our local
community.
Contact Stuart on 01993 883193 or
stumasonnz@yahoo.com

Combe Mill
Wood Crafts
It is nearly that time of year again ..... so why not come and
share in the Christmas atmosphere, at the last fundraiser of
the year for Combe Mill.
There will be a range of stalls selling a whole selection of
items to fill Christmas stockings - or tummies! There will be
hot and cold food on offer from our BBQ and tea room,
along with Mulled Wine, hot chestnuts and never ending
supply of tea/coffee/cake/mince pies. Our very own gift
shop will be selling some items made by our blacksmiths unique presents made with love and a bit of hard work on
the anvils in our forge.
There will be a raffle with lovely prizes that will give you
something to look forward to in 2022. A 4 ball Golfing day, a
meal and pud at the Oxfordshire Yeoman, a family day out
at Blenheim, a family day out at the Bus Museum, a gin
tour at TOAD, Beer from Little Ox Brewery and other prizes.
We will of course add a family pass for our very own Mill
and a Blacksmith Experience experience - who could want
to win more for just a £1 a ticket gamble. Please let us
know if you would like some tickets.
For a very small charge, Santa and his elf friends will have
set up a story telling grotto in the Foreman's office, we are
pretty sure the children/grandchildren will enjoy this
thoroughly - Santa's sack of gifts has been kindly
sponsored by our Mill neighbours at Burnside Partnership,
for which we are really grateful.
We would like to put some magic back in to a traditional
Christmas experience, for visitors of all ages and make
some valuable income for the Mill.
See you there!!

Julie Stuart-Thompson
Director
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Hanborough
Meadows
Pre-School
(previously Long Hanborough Playgroup
est. 1984) provides a high standard of
pre-school education for children aged 25 years old. We help children to develop
and thrive in our small, friendly and
bespoke setting, which was opened in
April 2019. Our pre-school enjoys strong
links with local schools to facilitate a
smooth transition for your child into the
Foundation Stage of primary school. We
have a strong emphasis on outdoor
learning and run our Forest Rangers
sessions on Tuesday and Friday
mornings. Hanborough Meadows PreSchool is committed to safeguarding and
all staff and volunteers are vetted to
ensure the welfare of the children.

Sessions run Monday to Friday during term �me
only (2 session minimum policy)
Prices as of January 2021:
Full Day 8:30am-3:15pm £35
AM Session 8:30-11:30am £20
Lunch Club 11:30am-12:15pm £4
PM Session 12:15-3:15pm £20

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an
approved se�ng for grant funding of eligible 2,
3 and 4 year olds.
All of our sessions for 2021-22 and 2022-23
are now completely full! We are taking
registration for places from September
2023. Please find contact details below.

What Have We Been Up to?

The children have been enjoying our current topic, ‘Into the
Wilderness’. We have been exploring the changes of the seasons, bark
rubbing, tree hugging, mushroom hun�ng and lots more. We try to use
natural materials in all of our learning even when prac�cing our le�er
forma�on.
The children have been plan�ng trees as part of the Hanborough
Community Tree Project. We spent a lovely, sunny morning plan�ng
two cherry trees and a pear tree with the help of Zuzi, who coordinates
this valuable project. The children dug three very big holes, planted the
trees and then covered them in mulch to help keep them moist. We
learnt about how trees grow and why they are so important to our
environment and community. We are very excited to watch them grow
over the coming years.

Our annual ‘Grand Conker Hunt’ this year
definitely delivered an impressive haul! The
children enjoyed collec�ng conkers with their
families and receiving sponsorship from friends
and family for the amount they collected. There
were prizes given for the most conkers collected,
and the largest conker found. This year's winner
collected just over 3,000 conkers! We will be
using some of the conkers for learning
opportuni�es such as Maths, as well as crea�ve
ac�vi�es at the se�ng. The remaining conkers
will be returned to their place in the wild. Thank
you to everyone who took part and also
sponsored our conker collectors.

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:
✩ Waiting list for September 2023✩
All of our sessions for 2021-22 and 2022-23 are now completely full! We are taking registra�on for places from September 2023. We are
able to show prospec�ve families around the se�ng with pre-arranged visits. To avoid disappointment, please contact our manager Kelly
ASAP by emailing hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com. Please take a virtual tour on our Facebook Page or website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also view our prospectus and to find out more.
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough, OX29 8FL Phone number: 01865 689 015
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news, informa�on and events. ‘Like’ and
‘Follow’ us to keep in touch.
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make a dona�on, however small, we would be so grateful. You can either visit
the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe link at h�ps://gf.me/u/x5h526.
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In the Kitchen
Chicken & Chorizo Jambalaya
Jambalaya is something I learnt to cook early on in my early 20’s when I realised that you kinda needed
to know how to cook to survive in this world. This is a simple version to get you started but I highly
recommend a more traditional recipe once you have tried this. I absolutely love jambalaya and the the
taste of that deep south seasoning. If you like paella then you will love this.
“A Cajun-inspired rice pot recipe with spicy Spanish sausage, sweet peppers and tomatoes”

Serves

Prep Time

Cooking Time

4

10 mins

45 mins

Me th o d

1

In gre d ie n ts

Heat 1 tbsp olive oil in a large frying
pan with a lid and brown 2 chopped
chicken breasts for 5-8 mins until
golden.

1 tbsp olive oil
2 chicken breasts, chopped
1 onion, diced
1 red pepper, thinly sliced
2 garlic cloves, crushed

2

Remove and set aside. Tip in the 1
diced onion and cook for 3-4 mins until
soft.

75g chorizo, sliced
1 tbsp Cajun seasoning
250g long grain rice
400g can plum tomato

3
4

Add 1 thinly sliced red pepper, 2
crushed garlic cloves, 75g sliced
chorizo and 1 tbsp Cajun seasoning,
and cook for 5 mins more.

350ml chicken stock

Stir the chicken back in with 250g long
grain rice, add the 400g can of
tomatoes and 350ml chicken stock.
Cover and simmer for 20-25 mins until
the rice is tender.

Photo courtesy of BBC good food
Shebakeshere.com/2013/04/blackberry-muffins-with-lemon-glaze.html
Recipe courtesy of BBC good food
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/chicken-chorizo-jambalaya
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Algorithms
Analyse
Computing
Data
Discoveries
Earth
Gladys
Mathematician
Neptune
Pluto
Programmer
Satellites
SatNav
Study
West

Gladys West is an American mathema�cian who made several important discoveries and even helped to develop the SatNav.
She grew up in Virginia in the USA and received a full scholarship to study mathema�cs at university. A�er comple�ng
university, Gladys was hired by the US Navy to program large-scale computers and analyze satellite data used in war. She also
studied outer space and proved that Pluto’s irregular movement around the sun is caused by Neptune. Gladys discovered that
Pluto’s mo�on is regular—it is just moving in rela�on to Neptune. Not stopping there, Gladys con�nued to work with satellites.
She built the first satellite that could sense oceans and developed very precise models of the Earth’s shape, using complex
algorithms to account for forces that can change the shape of the Earth. This work was eventually used as the basis for the
Global Posi�oning System (GPS), or as we call it, SatNav. Use
Gladys’s inven�on to go treasure hun�ng!

Go Geocaching

Photo courtesy of fredericksburg.com
Informa�on courtesy of wikipedia.org

How does Dracula find his way
around Transylvania?
He uses Bat Nav

1. Download a free geocaching app
onto your smart phone.
2. Follow the instruc�ons to find
some treasure!
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