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New Editor of
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Herald
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Parish Council
October Report

Community Website
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk
With the rapid increase in population, it is imperative that Hanborough maintains its community feel and, most
importantly, that those who live here feel welcomed and part of that community. This website is designed to
promote that and bring everyone together in an appreciation of the space they inhabit.
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Reporting Highway Problems

Officers of the Parish Council

Parish Council Vision
In the last meeting, councillors committed the majority of the meeting to discussing how to deliver the many
ideas captured during a brainstorming session earlier in the year.
Councillors agreed that the environment, safety, recreation and community must be central when considering
and prioritising projects. It was also recognised that progress can be best made when we collaborate with local
groups and individuals and ask for anyone interested in working with us on projects to make contact. Current
priorities include Pit development; traffic calming, 20mph zones, safer environment around roads; open spaces
improvements and wilding spaces, orchard and Duck Pond.
Ideas for Events to Mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 will be an historic occasion–the first time any British monarch has ever
reigned for 70 years. There will be a range of commemorations, and we hope to hold an event in Hanborough
for the Jubilee weekend of 2-5 June 2022.
Councillors briefly discussed ideas around a street party held either on a local road or around the Pavilion. We
would like to gather ideas and interest from villagers. Please contact councillors or the clerk.
A4095 Pavement to Bladon
Council continues to push for the path to be cleared. Blenheim have agreed to cut hedges back now that the
nesting season is finished. We anticipate a severe cut to make sure the path is clear for some time.
Parish Council Website

hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You
can also contact us through the website for non-urgent enquiries.

fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems.
Councillors would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged
signs, overgrown paths, etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference
number to follow up if necessary. The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to
understand where there are issues.

Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood,
OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning,
Cemetery and Allotments matters
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough,
Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
Office Hours: 01993 773532
Mobile: 07767 020290
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com

Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC
make the decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site:

publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications
There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning
applications in your area. You can register at the following location:
westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/
Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 12 October 2021 at 7:00pm in the
Pavilion.
An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday.
Members of the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or queries
by prior written request to the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting and joining
instructions will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may change.
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Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel: 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
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Waste and Recycling
•
•

Wednesday 6th October
Wednesday 20th
October

Blue lidded bins are for all
recycling except glass bottles/jars.

Notices From the Village

In GREEN weeks, general
recycling, glass, food waste,
cooking and engine oil, batteries,
bagged fabrics, shoes, small
electrical items and garden waste
will be collected.

Struggling to Get Your Steps in this Month?

In GREY weeks, general rubbish
and food waste will be collected.

•
•

Wednesday 13th
October
Wednesday 27th
October

Residents can now report a
missed bin collection via this
online form:
More details to be found at:

Contents
Editor:
Josh Pittaway
hanboroughherald@
gmail.com
Advertising Officer:
Val Pankhurst
advertshh@gmail.com
Tel: 07772094819
Distribution:
Sarah Nicholls
Tel: 01993 881466

PARISH COUNCIL
WASTE & RECYCLING
A NEW EDITOR
ELDERBERRIES
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Management Committee:
All of the previous plus:
Chairman:
Nigel James
Tel: 01993 881711
Treasurer:
Michael Greenway
Tel: 01993 357014
Member:
Jane Lewis
Tel: 01993 883077

Please Note…

1
2
3
4

FREELAND FARMERS MARKET

Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Hanborough Herald, but are the views of its
contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication
are
not
endorsed
nor
specifically
recommended
by
the
Management
Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please
mention to the supplier that you saw their
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald.
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PARADISE MISLAID
SCOUTS
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11
12
13
14
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16
18

C of E & UNITED CHURCHES
RIDE & STRIDE

ROMAN VILLA
HANBOROUGH PRE-SCHOOL
GIRLGUIDES
CROSSWORD
FLOWER CLUB
ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION
THE PAPER CHASE
HNRN
CROSSWORD
EYNSHAM MEDICAL GROUP
METHODIST CHURCH
WALKING GROUP
WI

Due to the current emergency, some dates
may change; please contact the event
organiser to confirm.

A New Editor
W

westoxon.gov.uk/missedbin
www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-andrecycling/what-to-put-in-your-bin/

Herald Contact Details

We are looking for new recruits to deliver the
Hanborough Herald in and around the village. It’s a
great opportunity to grab a bit of good old fashioned
excersise and perhaps meet a few of your
neighbours! Why not give it a go?
Please contact Sarah Nicholls to find out more
01993 881466

HISTORY SOCIETY
GARDEN CLUB
COMBE MILL
COMMUNITY TREE PROJECT
HANBOROUGH MEADOWS PRESCHOOL
IN THE KITCHEN
KIDS CORNER

19

20
22-23
24
25
26
28-29

e are delighted to announce that we have a new
editor for the Hanborough Herald. He is Josh
Pittaway and will be working alongside Tommy
Begley, as he hands over the reins.
I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank
Tommy for all that he has done for the Herald over the
two years he has been editor. He has totally
transformed the Herald into a style that has been
appreciated by many. The effort he has put in to making
the Herald a truly inclusive publication for all the village
has been most welcome.
We will miss your style and flair but hope that Josh will
continue the editorial quality of the Herald and put his
own stamp on the publication.
Thanks, Tommy, you will be greatly missed.

Hanborough Youth Club
We are looking for volunteers to reopen Hanborough
Village’s Youth Club for our 8-12-year-olds.
The club will run on Friday evenings 7:30-9:00pm
(term time only) at the Pavilion (unless the new team
decides to change location).
Are you interested in being part of a committee to
manage the club and/or planning and helping out at
some sessions?
No previous experience needed apart from having
been a child once upon a time(!), DBS, First Aid
Training and Safeguarding training and other
learning opportunities will be provided.
Please contact Hannah on 07504 455301 or Julie on
07476 801379 for any further information

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to
you, they are available from the following locations:
The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery,
Suzuki Garage, Methodist Church, Siblings Hair
Dressers, Effects Hair Studio or online at:
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk

30
31
32
33
34
35

Hi, everyone!
Did you manage to find
me last month? I was
trying to choose from all
the amazing books in
the new mini library on
page 19! I wonder
where I’ll end up this
month?
Hans Bruh

EST SINCE 1994.

PROFESSIONALWINDOW CLEANING
&
CARPET CLEANING
FULLY INSURED
millbrookservices1@gmail.com
TEL: 01235 511541 MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE
Visit our webpage to view all other services:

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk
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Oxfordshire 2050

Elderberries
A

utumn is here already, and here at
Elderberries, we love a reason to
celebrate, so we are looking forward to
Harvest festival, Halloween, Bonfire Night
and everything autumnal!
We had a lovely summer seeing so many
familiar faces and welcomed some new
ones. It was so good to welcome back the
Woodentops to entertain us. Larry, John
and Paul are always fabulous, and having
them back made us realise how thankful
we all are to be back together.
We are a friendly, sociable group that
meets every Wednesday 10:00am2:00pm. If you are an older adult or
someone in your family is and would like to
come along, please give me a ring and I’ll
tell you all about us!
Gill Grahame
Manager
881805

Cllr Alaa AlYousuf
District
Counciler

There are two public consultations on 30year plans for Oxfordshire that are in their
final weeks. The first is the Oxfordshire Plan
2050, which is the product of the six councils
(County, City and the four Districts) working
together to deliver much needed new homes
(including affordable and social housing) and
infrastructure and tackle climate change.
Common priorities such as delivering climate
action goals, biodiversity gain, sustainable
transport, etc. require planning and joined-up
action by all six Councils. There is a
dedicated website (oxfordshireplan.org) full
of documents and a link to the consultation
page. The closing date for comments is
Friday 8 October.
The second consultation is at an earlier stage
and is seeking ideas to help create a vision
for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc Spatial
Framework, which is a planning document to
achieve the sustainable economic and
population growth of the area to 2050. The
Arc covers Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire,
Bedfordshire,
Northamptonshire
and
Cambridgeshire. The Government has
identified this arc as globally significant
because
“the Arc has the potential to be one of
the most prosperous, innovative and
sustainable economic areas in the
world.”
Several Government departments and
bodies are involved in the process. This
public consultation is the first of three over
the next two years, and a dedicated website
has
been
created
(placebuilder.io/
futureofthearc). The closing date for
comments is Tuesday 12 October.
As you would expect from any planning

process,
every
component
of
the
aforementioned consultations has generated
controversy. There is not enough space here
to go into details, which can be found online,
so I will just offer a couple of observations
from reading the documents. First, the
southeast region is a victim of its economic
success because it has over-exploited its
natural capital. In an ideal world, economic
opportunities, activity and prosperity would
be more equitably distributed throughout the
country, but we are where we are for many
reasons of geography, history, etc., which
can be partially mitigated by government
intervention subject to budgetary constraints.
Second, governments always have to
resolve clashes between contradictory
objectives and make difficult choices for, as a
French prime minister once said, “To govern
is to choose.” And third, we all know that
governments tend to prioritise the urgent
over the important because we all do it, and
we must try harder to counter this tendency. I
am thinking of the housing and infrastructure
needs of the southeast region that generates
a disproportionately large share of tax
revenues to pay for all the public services
versus the other regions that are waiting to
benefit from “levelling up” investment that will
take a long time to generate a return in terms
of higher tax payments to the Treasury. So if
and when I am asked to vote on any element
of the two plans, I hope I will prioritise the
important over the urgent and expedient!
If you have any comments or questions about
the above, please do not hesitate to get in
touch with me. You will find my contact details
on Page 3.

Foot Health Professional
Joanna Attridge
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot problems?
I will visit you in
the comfort of
your own home

07961 620 292
joannafoothealth@gmail.com

Based in Combe
Fully qualified and insured

www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk
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The Catholic Church of St Peter, Eynsham
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland,
Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton
Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our
Priest. All are welcome.
Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and
Sunday 10:00am

PARADISE MISLAID
HE JUMPED DOWN FROM THE TREE
PICKED UP A STICK, HE WAS FREE
HE SAID PROGRESS IS FOR ME

The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive
enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email
stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com. Please check the
website or call Fr Mark for information regarding issues
caused by the pandemic.

WORDS IN SPEECH AND INK AND BLOOD
HE BUILT AN ARK, SURVIVED THE FLOOD
THE SON OF MAN DID ALL HE COULD

Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR
Phone:881613
Website: stpeterseynsham.org.uk

FIRE AND SPEED, AMBITIONS BIRTH
MINING AND DINING OFF PLANET EARTH
PROGRESSING WEALTH FOR ALL ITS WORTH

Farmers Market at Freeland CE Primary School

THE ATOM REALLY HAD TO BE SPLIT
WHAT ELSE COULD HE POSSIBLY DO WITH IT
MOTHER NATURES HYPOCRITE

Sunday 31 October
10:00am-1:00pm
Moore & Lyon Meats, Tess' Brilliant Tray Bakes, Poulton Hill
Wines, Chillies 2U, Freeland Lamb, Well Preserved Jams &
Chutneys, The Mighty Pie Company, Team Tea, Carla’s,
Vegetarian Foods, Bibury Trout Farm, Asian Foods &
Chutneys, Knead Bakehouse, Stroopwaffles, Flamingo
Paperie, Plant Stall, Chocolate Stall, plus others.
The school will be selling hot drinks and breakfast rolls. The
August Market raised £100 for the Heart Unit at the Oxford
Hospitals and a generous donation to the school for their
charity.

CHIPS AND PINS, AND AI MACHINES
SAFE BEHIND HIS BATTERY OF SCREENS
HE DOESNT HEAR THE PLANET'S SCREAMS
FOREGOING GRACE AND NATURAL LAW
EMBRACING POWER, WEALTH AND WAR
UNWILLING TO GRASP WHAT LIFE IS FOR

Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road
Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm;
Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm
Tel: 01993 881430
Website: h�ps://
freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
Spring bulbs
Winter flowering plants for baskets and
containers
Ornamental trees, fruit trees and shrubs
Main crop potatoes
Large range of compost, bark, manure and
mulches
Eggs, jams, pickles and local honey
Coal, logs and kindling wood
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THE WRITING ON THE VIRTUAL WALL
HE'S HEADING FOR ANOTHER FALL
IT TURNS OUT YOU CAN'T HAVE IT ALL
TO WREST CONTROL OF THE PLANETS SOUL
ALEXA AND SIRI WITH ONLY ONE GOAL
TO LOCK MAN OUT AND TAKE CONTROL
IMPERFECTION IDENTIFIED THUS
THE COSMIC VIRUS TURNS OUT TO BE US
MAN IT SEEMS IS SUPERFLUOUS
THE WORLD ROLLS ON IN PERFECT ORDER
FREE FROM THE RECKLESS FECKLESS MARAUDER
THE CYBER GODS THE EARTHS NEW WARDER
TREATING THE EARTH WITH SUCH DISDAIN
CAST OUT OF THE GARDEN ONCE AGAIN
ITS THE END OF MANS EMBITTERED REIGN
BACK IN HIS TREE HE WAITS IN VAIN
from divalde
(for all of my stories and poems go to
https://www.smashwords.com
and search for David E Lawrence)
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The Catholic Church of St Peter, Eynsham
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland,
Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton
Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our
Priest. All are welcome.
Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and
Sunday 10:00am

PARADISE MISLAID
HE JUMPED DOWN FROM THE TREE
PICKED UP A STICK, HE WAS FREE
HE SAID PROGRESS IS FOR ME

The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive
enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email
stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com. Please check the
website or call Fr Mark for information regarding issues
caused by the pandemic.

WORDS IN SPEECH AND INK AND BLOOD
HE BUILT AN ARK, SURVIVED THE FLOOD
THE SON OF MAN DID ALL HE COULD
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1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout
Group

The Bins, the Bins!

Matthew Ruddle

W

e spent the first weekend of
September
camping!
Forty-two
children from Beavers, Cubs and
Scouts had a brilliant time at Youlbury, just
outside Oxford, from Friday evening until
Sunday morning. The weather was dry, the
children enjoyed a variety of activities, ate
copious amounts of food and, of course,
had a camp fire complete with toasted
marshmallows.
The camp was a huge success, and that
was all down to our magnificent team of
leaders, volunteers and parent helpers.
Thank you very much! All the children went
home smiling, happy and just a little bit
tired…
We can’t do what we do without
volunteers. Here’s a message from Steve,
our Group Scout Leader & Cubs Leader:
“During our camp last weekend, one
of the Beavers came up to me and
said, ‘Wow–I’ve just had two days
doing things that I’ve never done
before in my life!’ That statement
really meant a lot to us and really
made what had been a huge team
effort worthwhile!
Speaking personally, (but I know
this goes for other leaders too), I
could totally empathise with him, as
my time as leader has also meant I
have experienced things that I
would never otherwise have done in
my life. You don’t realise it when you
step up to volunteer, but being a
leader really is a privilege and so
worthwhile.
Why am I saying this? Partly
because it is true, but also because
we are in need of leaders for our
Scouts and Explorers sections who
are both running on the bare
minimum of support. You might only
be able to offer a couple of hours a
week, but any help is really
appreciated and it will allow 1st
Hanborough Freeland to survive
and, hopefully in the longer term,
grow to offer all the new children
who have joined our villages to have
the wonderful experience that 42
children had at our camping
weekend.”
To express your interest in joining our
fantastic
team,
email
Steve
at
gsl@hfscouting.org.uk, and he can tell you
more about what is involved.

Merilyn Davies
Cabinet member for
Housing and
Communities
District Councillor
for Hanborough
and Freeland

dual waste bins, which we can use
instead. Sometimes these will be
replaced in situ, but other times they
may move slightly. I’ve asked that
when a dog bin is removed it is
replaced at the same time (we’ve had
a slight issue with them being
removed and replaced at a later
date), and hopefully, that will begin to
happen.
Finally, Covid cases are still rising, so
lets all keep taking care, and please
do get vaccinated. Apparently, 99% of
people in hospital due to Covid
haven’t been vaccinated, which is
quite a stark statistic and shows how
effective the vaccine has been and
continues to be. See you next month
when I’ll try to have something more
glamorous than bins to share with
you all!

Hello everyone. This month I want to
talk about bins! Did you know that in
the first lockdown, Ubico (our waste
and recycling team) collected what
would have normally been a week’s
worth of glass every single day?! How
mad is that! While levels have
returned to normal, there is now a
new pressure (on top of Covid, which
is still hitting the teams), and that is
the lack of HGV drivers. We haven’t
been too effected by this shortage
yet, but the advice is: if you put your
bins out and they aren’t collected,
please leave them out, and they will
be collected the next day or the day
after that. The other bins I wanted to
speak about are dog waste bins. You
may notice some are being removed.
This is because West Oxfordshire
District Council is replacing them with

Woodstock & District
u3a
Chris Sladen

T

he summer has passed quietly. The greatest
excitement was the seeming loss of the
Branch's eight-foot banner from outside the
Marlborough School following our August
garden party. It was later recovered unharmed
and should, all being well, stand proudly again
outside Woodstock Town Hall on 9
October–'Woodstock Day'–which should offer
another chance to find out about the work of the
Branch, and u3a in general.
September's speaker meeting was once more
available online and provided an excellent
resume of the continuing work, worldwide, of
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission–
worth looking at the Commission's own website
if you missed the presentation. Woodstock
members also benefitted from access to online
events from the sub-regional Thames Valley
Network–both a serious presentation on the
effects of climate change on oceanic circulation
and a rather more light-hearted quiz.
Woodstock Branch's 5 October meeting:
“Divided By a Common Language: American
and British English” is described as 'hybrid.' It
will again be available online, but we hope also
to screen it at the New Road Community Centre
(2:30pm) to a live, if limited, audience; check
our website for details of this and all other
Branch activities, notably those of our 20-odd
working groups.
Details of all Branch activities can be found at
u3asites.org.uk/woodstock
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Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland
The churches of Hanborough and
Freeland were reopened for worship on 27
June 2021. From the beginning of
September 2021, the church will be open
daily during the week for private prayer and
for those who simply wish to visit this
beautiful medieval church building.
All are welcome of course to join us for our
10:00am Sunday morning services. At St
Peter and St Paul Church Hanborough, St
Mary the Virgin Freeland and Christ
Church Long Hanborough, there will be a
10:00am service every week, and
everyone from our community is invited to
join us on this new adventure. You can see
a video on our website in which the new
service patterns and the thinking behind
them are presented by the clergy and
wardens. St Mary the Virgin Freeland is
also open for private prayer 9:00am5:00pm throughout the week.

Letter from
Our Rector

On the Particulars of Christ Church,
Long Hanborough and St Peter & Paul
The congregation which used to meet in
the Manor School has moved to Christ
Church (on Main Road opposite the Old
Doctors’ Surgery). You are warmly invited
to join us for worship on Sundays at
10:00am. Children and young people are
always welcome, and some weeks they
also meet in their own groups: Wayfarers
(3-11 yrs) and Focus (11-16 yrs).
On the 5th Sunday of each month, all our
churches meet together for worship at St
Peter & Paul, Church Hanborough.

New to the Village?
If you have just recently moved into the
Hanboroughs and have not yet received a
Welcome Pack, do please let us know. This
is a scheme run by the Hanborough
Churches, and the pack contains
information with contact numbers about
things that go on in the villages and a map
to help you find your way around.
Similarly if a new family has arrived near
you, we would love to welcome them and
give them a Welcome Pack.
So please do get in touch!
Please contact:
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
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Rev Steve
Stewart

A

s I write this letter, this week has
marked the 20th anniversary of
the 11 September 2001 attacks by
al-Qaeda terrorists on United States.
One of the ongoing themes in the
news reporting is of course that these
momentous events changed the
world. And in many ways, they did.
Somehow the 21st century just feels
that little less certain, that little bit less
secure than it once did.
The events of 9/11 certainly raised
huge questions about the place of
religion, faith, dogma, belief in society
and the relationship between the
different cultures of the world: the socalled “clash of civilisations.” It is right
for us to ask, “Where in this season of
uncertainty and change is God?”
Throughout all of the enormous
changes, not only in the international
arena since 11 September 2001, but
also in my own life, I have found that
the
one
place
of
absolute
unchanging, life-affirming, loving
certainty is to be found in the person
of Jesus Christ. What followed 9/11,
irrespective of the rights and wrongs
of all sides, was 20 years of war. And,
as any student of history will know
and have heard, the first casualty of
war is the truth. My calling as Rector
here is centred in the teaching of the
Bible, not simply because that is
“what clergy do,” not because it is a
requirement of the job, not because
the Bible simply contains nice things
which we want to hear (it doesn’t
always–far from it!), but because I am
convinced by reason and have
experienced in my life the truth of the
treasures within it. The Bible is God’s
answer to the casualty of the loss of
truth in human affairs, political and
personal.
The purpose of the church therefore
is nothing more than to reveal the
truth of Jesus Christ to the world: that
He loves you, He died for you to wash
away sin, to make you righteous and
by his resurrection to offer you the
free gift of eternal life. Our churches
here in Hanborough and Freeland
seek–through being founded on
God’s Word–to be loving, welcoming,
hopeful places of peace where worldchanging, life-giving truth can be
found.
If you have any questions whatsoever
about coming to church or exploring
Christian faith, please do not hesitate
to get in contact with me at
rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk
With much love in Christ Jesus.

Saturday 11th September 2021
Thank you everyone who sponsored the 3
StRiders, visited churches or helped to
make the 10 visitors welcome to St Mary
the Virgin, Freeland, Christ Church and the
Methodist Chapel Long Hanborough and
SS Peter & Paul, Church Hanborough.
John Fox
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Most Successful Villa Open Days Yet

Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965

Charity No 304309

H

Photos courtesy of English Heritage

Matthew Lee
North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteer
volunteers made my visit feel valued."
This was possible because as well as North Leigh
Roman
Villa
volunteers,
the
event
welcomed volunteers from Tackley Local History
Society. They helped set the North Leigh villa in
the wider Roman context of this part of
Oxfordshire and provided details to visitors of the
newly unearthed villa in Tackley, which has its own
mosaic. The event also featured on Radio Oxford
via a live interview with John Perkins from the
Tackley group. Specialists from English Heritage
were also present, explaining artefacts and coins
from the Roman era.
Another first was the use of a contactless card
terminal for donations, alongside cash donations.
So far, in addition to the Blenheim Bursary award
announced in the summer, visitors in 2021 have
donated almost £450 towards improving the site.
Cumulatively,
since
the
North
Leigh
volunteer group began in the summer of
2019, more than 3,250 visitors have now seen the
mosaics at the site.
Follow us onTwitter: @villa_north
To join Friends of North Leigh Roman Villa or
arrange
a
special
opening,
email
nlrvvols@gmail.com.

September 11 and 12 proved to be North Leigh
Roman Villa Volunteers' most successful open
weekend to date. Saturday saw over 250 visitors
to the mosaic, while Sunday achieved the highest
attendance on a single day of 330 since the
volunteer group started. This made for the busiest
weekend at the Roman villa yet–over one third
higher than the best previous weekend.
Among these visitors were 26 volunteer cleaners
drawn from Friends of North Leigh Roman Villa,
who helped Laura Mountford of English Heritage
to clean and conserve the mosaic. One family
party involved in cleaning said,
“we all thoroughly enjoyed helping clean the
mosaic today and wanted to thank you for
the opportunity to be involved.”
In conversation with the dozen local volunteers
staffing the site over the weekend, visitors
remarked on the great opportunity to handle so
many different Roman artefacts and added,
“You've changed the way I think about the
Romans," "Thank you for making these dry
stones interesting" and "The input of the

anborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at
Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy
place welcoming children 2-5 years of age.
Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for
children aged three years or over and 15 hours for some
two-year-old children–please do not hesitate to request
information regarding this. We provide a safe and
friendly environment for children to learn through play
with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The
sessions run from Monday to Thursday during school
term time starting with the morning session
8:45-11:45am, lunchtime sessions where children can
stay and have lunch is 11:45am-12:15pm and the
afternoon session is 12:15-3:15pm. Fridays, PreSchool finishes at 11:45am. We also run Forest School
sessions on Friday mornings, where the children have
the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.
It was great to welcome back our children to
Hanborough Pre-School and meet our new children as
they join us for the autumn term. Our topic is “Getting
to Know You.” We will use this to time help us find out
about each other as we settle into Pre-School life. We
are delighted to welcome Megan Leach as she joins our
staff at Hanborough Pre-School as a Pre-School
practitioner to support the children’s development and
wellbeing. We are currently recruiting for a full time or
job share member of staff who has a level 3 qualification
in childcare. Please contact us for further information.
The children have been learning each other’s names,
finding out about their families and discovering all the
different resources we have to play with together.
They have been working together using different
shapes to create patterns and altering their designs to
create different effects. We have made the most of the
sunny days to play outside in our new sandpit or go for
nature walks looking for insects and delicious
blackberries. As we begin to implement the new Early
Years Foundation Stage which began in September, we
are really focusing on the children’s communication and
language skills through conversation and a languagerich environment. In the coming weeks, the children will
be finding out about harvest and collecting our produce
from the allotment to eat together. We will start planning
what we are going to plant for next year’s crops.
Current fees: Morning (8:45-11:45am) or afternoon
sessions (12:15-3:15pm) are £18 per session.
Lunchtime sessions (Monday to Thursday inc 11:45am12:15pm) are £3 per session.
We are now full from September 2021 and now have a
waiting list for spaces should they come up. September
2022 is also filling up, so do please contact us to
register a place. Email us for copies of our prospectus
on pre-school@gmx.com, or you can download one
from our website.
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Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be
updated on future events and news. You can also visit
our
website
for
more
information:
hanboroughpreschool.co.uk
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit,
email longhanborough.preschool@gmail.com or call our
mobile at the pavilion (07770 687782) during session
times.
Administration:
Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017
where we were rated GOOD
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Oxfordshire and provided details to visitors of the
newly unearthed villa in Tackley, which has its own
mosaic. The event also featured on Radio Oxford
via a live interview with John Perkins from the
Tackley group. Specialists from English Heritage
were also present, explaining artefacts and coins
from the Roman era.
Another first was the use of a contactless card
terminal for donations, alongside cash donations.
So far, in addition to the Blenheim Bursary award
announced in the summer, visitors in 2021 have
donated almost £450 towards improving the site.
Cumulatively,
since
the
North
Leigh
volunteer group began in the summer of
2019, more than 3,250 visitors have now seen the
mosaics at the site.
Follow us onTwitter: @villa_north
To join Friends of North Leigh Roman Villa or
arrange
a
special
opening,
email
nlrvvols@gmail.com.

September 11 and 12 proved to be North Leigh
Roman Villa Volunteers' most successful open
weekend to date. Saturday saw over 250 visitors
to the mosaic, while Sunday achieved the highest
attendance on a single day of 330 since the
volunteer group started. This made for the busiest
weekend at the Roman villa yet–over one third
higher than the best previous weekend.
Among these visitors were 26 volunteer cleaners
drawn from Friends of North Leigh Roman Villa,
who helped Laura Mountford of English Heritage
to clean and conserve the mosaic. One family
party involved in cleaning said,
“we all thoroughly enjoyed helping clean the
mosaic today and wanted to thank you for
the opportunity to be involved.”
In conversation with the dozen local volunteers
staffing the site over the weekend, visitors
remarked on the great opportunity to handle so
many different Roman artefacts and added,
“You've changed the way I think about the
Romans," "Thank you for making these dry
stones interesting" and "The input of the

anborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at
Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy
place welcoming children 2-5 years of age.
Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for
children aged three years or over and 15 hours for some
two-year-old children–please do not hesitate to request
information regarding this. We provide a safe and
friendly environment for children to learn through play
with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The
sessions run from Monday to Thursday during school
term time starting with the morning session
8:45-11:45am, lunchtime sessions where children can
stay and have lunch is 11:45am-12:15pm and the
afternoon session is 12:15-3:15pm. Fridays, PreSchool finishes at 11:45am. We also run Forest School
sessions on Friday mornings, where the children have
the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.
It was great to welcome back our children to
Hanborough Pre-School and meet our new children as
they join us for the autumn term. Our topic is “Getting
to Know You.” We will use this to time help us find out
about each other as we settle into Pre-School life. We
are delighted to welcome Megan Leach as she joins our
staff at Hanborough Pre-School as a Pre-School
practitioner to support the children’s development and
wellbeing. We are currently recruiting for a full time or
job share member of staff who has a level 3 qualification
in childcare. Please contact us for further information.
The children have been learning each other’s names,
finding out about their families and discovering all the
different resources we have to play with together.
They have been working together using different
shapes to create patterns and altering their designs to
create different effects. We have made the most of the
sunny days to play outside in our new sandpit or go for
nature walks looking for insects and delicious
blackberries. As we begin to implement the new Early
Years Foundation Stage which began in September, we
are really focusing on the children’s communication and
language skills through conversation and a languagerich environment. In the coming weeks, the children will
be finding out about harvest and collecting our produce
from the allotment to eat together. We will start planning
what we are going to plant for next year’s crops.
Current fees: Morning (8:45-11:45am) or afternoon
sessions (12:15-3:15pm) are £18 per session.
Lunchtime sessions (Monday to Thursday inc 11:45am12:15pm) are £3 per session.
We are now full from September 2021 and now have a
waiting list for spaces should they come up. September
2022 is also filling up, so do please contact us to
register a place. Email us for copies of our prospectus
on pre-school@gmx.com, or you can download one
from our website.
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Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be
updated on future events and news. You can also visit
our
website
for
more
information:
hanboroughpreschool.co.uk
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit,
email longhanborough.preschool@gmail.com or call our
mobile at the pavilion (07770 687782) during session
times.
Administration:
Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017
where we were rated GOOD
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Freeland District
Girlguiding
Covering the villages of
Freeland, Long Hanborough &
North Leigh

R

ainbows, Brownies and
Guides units have started
back. Details of the date
and program have been
emailed out to parents and put
on our unit Facebook pages.
Those on the waiting list have
been contacted to advise if we
have a place in September
available or, if not, when a
place is likely. Although no
units currently run in Freeland,
girls from there attend units in
either Long Hanborough or
North Leigh.
During the first term back, we
will be looking Nature & Agility
Badges in Rainbows, Aviation
and Astronomy in Brownies, as
well as the Innovate Skills
Builder Badge Stage 2 for both

Rainbows
and
Brownies.
Guides have also moved back
into the Recreation Hall in Long
Hanborough and the Memorial
Hall in North Leigh following
meeting outside for the whole
of last term.
There will also be Promise
Nights for the new members of
the units which usually involves
CAKE! Other activities will
include
making
some
architecture out of food, tap
dancing,
miming
(with
costumes), making boats and
seeing if they float and being
inventors.
We also hope, guidelines and
availability of tickets permitting,
to be able to take the girls who
would like to the cinema in

December to watch Disney’s
“Encanto”–there will be a
badge for all who attend too.
We are hoping to team up with
Odeon in Oxford as before for a
special Guiding-only screening.
If you are interested in
registering your daughter to join
guiding for the first time, to go
on our waiting lists, then please
visit:
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk
Finally, we cannot run our units
without adult volunteers, so if
you are interested in helping in
any of our units, please do
contact
us
at:
freelanddistrictguiding@btinter
net.com or phone Wendy on
01993 883120 for more info.
Photo courtesy of pri.org

Merilyn Davis is Calling on Local Landlords to Step Up for Humanity

C

ouncillors have made their pleas to
local landlords to lend a hand to
those who have nowhere else to
turn. Here are the Statements from the
Leader of the Council and Cabinet
Member
for
Communities
and
Housing.
Councillor Michele Mead, Leader of
the Council, said,
“The
recent
events
in
Afghanistan and the suffering
experienced by people fleeing
the country under threat of
violence make us feel thankful
we live in a free, democratic
society.”
Councillor Merilyn Davies, Cabinet
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Member
for
Communities
and
Housing, said,
“At West Oxfordshire District
Council, we are committed to
playing our part to support those
fleeing persecution, especially
when many of those Afghan
families currently entering the
country have supported our
military over recent years. We
have been working closely with
partners for months to prepare
for the current refugees entering
the country. We are currently
working hard to identify our
share of homes in the district
which will work both for the
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families coming into our area
and our local communities. The
Syrian refugee programme over
recent years showed how
supportive and welcoming our
communities are with many
local groups set up to help the
families looking to start a new
life.To help our current effort, we
are looking for private landlords
to come forward with 3-4 bed
homes in the local area we
could use.”
If you think you have a house that
could be used, visit our website for
more information at:
westoxon.gov.uk/refugeesupport
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October

Margaret Lang

ello, readers! Our September
meeting went off with a bang. We
had a wonderful informal meeting
at the Clubhouse with an excellent
attendance,
everyone
socially
distanced and all the doors left open.
All the members of the committee in
turn made an arrangement not using
the conventional Oasis, which is not
biodegradable, and the results were
great. A pin holder, sticks, glass beads,
pebbles, wire netting, Sellotape and
test tubes were all used for arranging
the flowers. It took back many of the
members to when they first started
flower arranging and there was no
such thing as Oasis.
Our next meeting is on Monday 11
October at 7:15pm will again
(hopefully) be in the Bowls and Tennis
Clubhouse, Cadogan Park, when we
are looking forward to welcoming back
Katherine Kerr with her title, “Little
Green Orchard.” Our November
meeting will be back on Zoom, as the
demonstrator lives in Wales. It will be
Katherine Lee with the title “Glad
Tidings.” If you would like to join us at
any of our meetings, please do.
Visitors are £7 or on Zoom £3. If you
would like to know more about us,
please contact Ann on 07701 000977.

Appointments can now be booked online at:
siblingshairdressing.co.uk/booking
Follow us on social media:
SiblingsHairdressing
SiblingsHairdressing1

Find us:
127 Main Road, Long Hanborough
Witney, OX29 8JX
Contact us:
Info@siblingshairdressing.co.uk
01993 880280

18

19

H
October

Margaret Lang

ello, readers! Our September
meeting went off with a bang. We
had a wonderful informal meeting
at the Clubhouse with an excellent
attendance,
everyone
socially
distanced and all the doors left open.
All the members of the committee in
turn made an arrangement not using
the conventional Oasis, which is not
biodegradable, and the results were
great. A pin holder, sticks, glass beads,
pebbles, wire netting, Sellotape and
test tubes were all used for arranging
the flowers. It took back many of the
members to when they first started
flower arranging and there was no
such thing as Oasis.
Our next meeting is on Monday 11
October at 7:15pm will again
(hopefully) be in the Bowls and Tennis
Clubhouse, Cadogan Park, when we
are looking forward to welcoming back
Katherine Kerr with her title, “Little
Green Orchard.” Our November
meeting will be back on Zoom, as the
demonstrator lives in Wales. It will be
Katherine Lee with the title “Glad
Tidings.” If you would like to join us at
any of our meetings, please do.
Visitors are £7 or on Zoom £3. If you
would like to know more about us,
please contact Ann on 07701 000977.

Appointments can now be booked online at:
siblingshairdressing.co.uk/booking
Follow us on social media:
SiblingsHairdressing
SiblingsHairdressing1

Find us:
127 Main Road, Long Hanborough
Witney, OX29 8JX
Contact us:
Info@siblingshairdressing.co.uk
01993 880280

18

19

Hanborough Allotment Association
No. 38
October to November

T

his
is
renewals
time
for
Hanborough Allotment Association
members, so it is also a good time
to join if you want to become a
member of the Association. If you do
just
email
us
at
hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.co
m, and we will send you information
about the benefits and other details
you will need to join.
A good deal of harvesting has already
been done, and winter vegetables
have settled in for the long haul
through the cold and wet of winter. By
now, Leeks, Celeriac, Onions, Shallots
and Garlic should be growing well.
Some allotmenteers on the allotments
already have some really magnificent
and very healthy Brassicas on their
plots, so there will be Sprouts and Red
Cabbage for Christmas! They are not
the only greens to hand though; ‘cut
and come again’ Perpetual Spinach
has no fear of the cold and wet, so
should be in plentiful supply. Popeye
loved it, and there is no doubt it packs
a punch. Just 1 cup of cooked Spinach
delivers more than 6mg of iron as well
as protein, fibre, calcium, and vitamins
A and E. If you like your greens a bit
less, well, seriously green, it is also
possible to have hardy Lettuces for
salads and perfect for stir frying–
Oriental Greens, if grown under fleece
or glass.
This is the time to prune Currant and
Gooseberry bushes.
They are
dormant through the winter and can all
be pruned any time between
November and March. Currants and
Gooseberry bushes are perfect for
first-time allotmenteer pruners, as are
tough and hardy and you needn't
worry about killing the bush or
severely damaging the shape.
The aim is to take out about a third of
the previous growth by pruning out the
oldest wood (it is easy to spot as it is
usually darker and more gnarled than
the rest) and any weak, dead, dying or
diseased wood. The end result should
be an open goblet shape. This is an
ideal shape for soft fruit as it lets air
circulate through the bush. Once
pruned, all fruit bushes and trees
benefit from a good layer of compost
or manure mulch, as this offers
protection for the roots during winter
and gives a boost when the bush
comes into growth again. One tip is to
water the bushes well before the
mulch goes on. Dry ground is not such

a problem at this time of year, but after
a very dry summer, it is prudent to play
safe to ensure well-hydrated roots.
This is also the time for clearing beds
and making compost of the debris. A
few words of caution if you are new to
composting–don’t put weeds in,
particularly if they have seeds
attached, as they will keep popping up
in your allotment every time you use
your compost. For the same reason,
all diseased material must go in the
green bin or be incinerated.
Bonfires are permitted, but they are
also contentious. If you are going to
have a bonfire, please be courteous.
You can only burn material from your
allotment (no sofas or carpets!),
always choose a still windless day,
avoid putting damp material on your
bonfire, as it creates a lot of smoke
(which only ever annoys) and never
leave them unattended. If you are
going to burn material, using an
incinerator is advised, as they burn hot
and fast, but note, they can also be
very smoky when started up. If you
would like to rent an allotment contact
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com.
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October is
its sunset
sky;
November
the later
twilight.
Henry David Thoreau
“Autumnal Tints”
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“D

erek!” Edith squeaked in astonishment at the tall, fair-haired young man who had
come up so quietly behind them.
“Edith, darling!” He swept her up in a hug, then quickly let go when he saw the
vicar. “I’m an old friend of Miss Langford’s,” he explained. “Derek Worthington’s the name.”
“Yes… very pleased…” Reverend Tuttle shook hands, looking more bewildered than ever.
“Derek and I met when I was doing my teacher training in London,” said Edith. “We were
running for the same bus.”
“And I swear the driver took one look at us and floored the accelerator!”
Part Two
Edith laughed, then broke off as she remembered.
“This isn’t a social call, is it?” she asked. “Did we stumble into your case?”
Daria Davis
He grinned.
“Right as always, and I’d expect nothing less of our Edith. Always on a lookout for a mystery,
this one,” he told the vicar.
“Yes, I’ve noticed. Now will someone please explain to me what’s going on?”
Derek nodded, becoming serious.
“When Edith and I were running for that bus, I was late for my exams at the School of Oriental Studies. Does that tell you
anything, sir?”
“Ah.” The vicar nodded. “I have heard that institution called a training school for spies, though that always sounded a bit
sensational to me.”
Derek smiled modestly.
“It’s not as exciting as all that, but yes, some of us are engaged in… shall we say, sensitive international work. Although this
time my work took me to the heart of the English countryside! I couldn’t believe it when I was told my assignment would be
Longborough. But now I see I’m too late,” he added, glancing at the body of the stranger.
“So you were the man he was intending to meet!” Edith sighed in relief. “Oh Derek, I’m so glad it’s you.”
“Because you know I won’t keep you out of the action,” he joked, but looked genuinely pleased. “Now tell me all.”
Edith briefly related the stranger’s appearance at the village fete, how he stumbled around drunkenly and was found dead soon
after.
“He was being pursued by someone,” added the vicar, “for this.” He produced the crumpled paper he’d taken from the body.
“For a receipt? How odd.” Derek frowned. “As is usual in these cases, I was kept completely in the dark about what this man
had to say, but I never expected—Hullo!” He looked up as Detective-Sergeant Anderson and the police surgeon approached.
“Great, the local plods,” he muttered to Edith.
“The detective’s actually—” she began.
“Can’t let them trample all over the case,” he grumbled. “Don’t worry, I got this.”
He marched over to the detective, and after a few minutes’ hushed conversation and some papers produced on Derek’s side,
they joined Edith and the vicar.
“Mr. Worthington has apprised me of the situation,” Anderson said, looking anything but pleased. “And he will be taking charge
of this investigation.”
The words “the pompous ass” were clearly implied after this statement. Edith stifled a giggle.
“Mr. Worthington and I are actually old friends,” she said, hoping to smooth things over.
“Oh yes, we go way back,” Derek announced, putting an arm around her shoulders.
Anderson’s glare became dagger-like.
“Shall we exchange information while we wait for the doctor?” Edith said quickly.
With more glares between the two young men, the four of them retreated to a grassy bank. Once again they studied the small
white paper, covered in Mrs. Benson’s neat handwriting.
“One bag toffees, one packet Woodbines, one spool black thread,” Edith read out. “But it’s just an ordinary list!” She turned to
Derek. “Can you see any special meaning in it?”
“I’m afraid not. All this suggests is that he liked sweets and had a hole in his sock.” He grinned, then caught D.S. Anderson’s
stern eye. “Right, well the first thing we need to do is look for some kind of code.”
“You mean like every other letter?” Edith asked excitedly. “Let’s see: o-e-a… no, that doesn’t work.”
“N-b-g isn’t too promising either,” said Reverend Tuttle.
Derek laughed.
“No no, it wouldn’t be something as simple as that. Why, then the enemy could get their hands on the crucial information in a
second!”
“Speaking of the enemy,” said Anderson sourly. “Perhaps we ought to be investigating that murder that just occurred?”
“Of course, old chap,” Derek said benignly. “I’m all for proper police methods and all that, but you have to understand,
deciphering this paper is a matter of national importance.”
“So go ahead,” said Anderson, this time with undisguised hostility. “Decipher it.”
Derek looked a bit startled.
“Right, well,” he muttered, and stared down at the receipt. Edith almost didn’t contain her giggles this time. These two cheerful,
kind-hearted fellows had suddenly turned into a sour curmudgeon and a, well, pompous ass. It reminded her forcibly of some
of the boys in her school. Some of the littlest boys.
“I see now,” she said to Derek, “that it couldn’t be some kind of letter code. After all, it was Mrs. Benson who wrote the receipt.
It’s too bad there’s nothing in the victim’s writing.” She turned over the paper, but it was blank.
“By Jove!” Derek exclaimed suddenly. He snatched up the receipt and took a lighter from his pocket.
“Hang on, that’s evidence!” Anderson stared in horror as Derek held the lighter up to the paper. The flame flickered over a
perfectly blank surface.
“Blast, no invisible ink,” Derek murmured.
“Give me that.” The detective snatched it away. “It’s bad enough this paper is covered in all your fingerprints, we don’t need it
accidentally going up in flame, too.”
“It’s a standard tactic in the service,” Derek said indignantly. “I’ll have you know—”
“Gentlemen, please!”
Startled, they all turned to Reverend Tuttle, who was looking at the young people in distress.
“A man gave his life,” he said quietly, “to keep whatever secret this paper contains. Let us show some respect.”
The detective and the spy nodded sheepishly.
“Now,” continued the vicar, “as we can find nothing in the words themselves, there must be some significance to the items the

unfortunate man purchased. I suggest we talk to Mrs. Benson.”
“I’ll speak to her,” said Anderson before Derek could get a word in. “You three stay here, please. After all, this paper needs
immediate deciphering. Matter of national importance.” With a final scowl at the secret service man, he left.
“Bit touchy, that chap,” Derek observed to Edith. She blushed.
“He’s not normally so rude.”
“Oh don’t worry, I’m used to it. The local coppers never appreciate an investigation being taken out of their hands, and it’s only
natural.” He smiled at her, good humour restored, and Edith couldn’t help smiling back.
With Reverend Tuttle’s help, they puzzled over the three items some more, but no matter what angle they took, no new
information emerged. By the time the detective returned, Edith was heartily sick of secret codes, secret agents, or secret
anything. Anderson’s news didn’t improve matters.
“No luck, I’m afraid. Mrs. Benson remembers the gentleman buying the three things, chatting about the weather, and paying in
ordinary British money. He asked for the receipt specially, but that was because he was a commercial traveller who got his
expenses reimbursed.”
“Did he mention the company he worked for to Mrs. Benson?”
“He did, I telephoned them, and the story checks out. Dead end,” he summed up morosely.
“Was anyone else in the shop at the time?”
“Samuel Martin, a local farmer, and Alex Keighley, Miss Mallowby’s new clerk.”
“I saw both of them at the fete today,” said Edith.
“It’s not much to go on, but we should still talk to them.”
“Looks like the doctor might have something,” Derek observed. The police surgeon approached the detective and looked a bit
shocked when the other three crowded in around them.
“They’re all in on the investigation,” Anderson said wearily. “What’s the story?”
“I found out why the victim was staggering around like a drunk,” said the doctor. “He was stabbed with a thin blade and
succumbed to his wounds about five minutes afterwards.”
“How awful,” Edith murmured.
“That just makes the whole thing more difficult. He must have been in the very midst of the fete when he was stabbed. Nothing
easier for the murderer than to ‘accidentally’ bump into the victim and then disappear into the crowd.”
“Then the culprit could be long gone!” exclaimed Derek. “Back on a train to London.”
“We do know a thing or two about policing in Longborough,” Anderson retorted. “I’ve got men watching the train station and the
main road. There’s no other way out of the village.”
“And if I were a murderer, I’d lie low instead of running,” Edith mused. “Maybe even stay in the crowd to see how the
investigation was going.” With a shiver, she glanced around at the fete, which was back in full swing.
“I’m glad you’re not a murderer,” Derek said warmly. “You’d be far too good at it.”
“Anything else you can tell us?” Anderson asked the doctor sharply.
“Just the usual. The man was in his forties, healthy, non-smoker, and there’s a bruise on his head consistent with falling where
he did. No signs of a struggle otherwise.”
“Thank you, doctor.” As the surgeon returned to the body, Anderson shook his head. “A non-smoker. How odd.”
“There must be something in that list!” Edith said adamantly. “If he didn’t smoke, why did he buy Woodbine cigarettes? It must
be a code.”
“It would be just our luck that he decided to start smoking today,” said the detective wryly.
“Oh dear,” Reverend Tuttle murmured suddenly. “Oh dear, I am beginning to have some very grave doubts.”
He blinked nervously under their collective gazes.
“You see, the poor man never actually showed me the paper he said was so important… But then it was the only thing in his
pockets, and I assumed…”
“What?!” Derek and Anderson exclaimed in unison.
“You mean we’ve been staring at an ordinary shop receipt this entire time?”
“You just assumed? The murderer could have taken the paper from his pocket when he stabbed him. And now we’ve wasted
over an hour!”
“I’m sorry, I just thought…” The vicar seemed to run out of words. He clutched the ill-fated receipt and looked at them
apologetically.
Anderson glanced at Derek.
“You tackle the east side of the green, I’ll take the west.”
“Right. He can’t have got far, whoever he is.”
Without another word, they disappeared into the crowd. Edith shook her head at the vicar.
“That was very sneaky, Reverend Tuttle,” she remarked.
“Whatever do you mean?” he replied innocently.
“I don’t believe for a second that you’d make such a foolish mistake. You just wanted them to stop bickering and get on with the
investigation, didn’t you?”
The vicar beamed at her proudly.
“Right as usual, Miss Langford. Although—“ he glanced around and lowered his voice. “There was another reason I wanted to
talk to you alone. I think I know who the killer is.”
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“D

erek!” Edith squeaked in astonishment at the tall, fair-haired young man who had
come up so quietly behind them.
“Edith, darling!” He swept her up in a hug, then quickly let go when he saw the
vicar. “I’m an old friend of Miss Langford’s,” he explained. “Derek Worthington’s the name.”
“Yes… very pleased…” Reverend Tuttle shook hands, looking more bewildered than ever.
“Derek and I met when I was doing my teacher training in London,” said Edith. “We were
running for the same bus.”
“And I swear the driver took one look at us and floored the accelerator!”
Part Two
Edith laughed, then broke off as she remembered.
“This isn’t a social call, is it?” she asked. “Did we stumble into your case?”
Daria Davis
He grinned.
“Right as always, and I’d expect nothing less of our Edith. Always on a lookout for a mystery,
this one,” he told the vicar.
“Yes, I’ve noticed. Now will someone please explain to me what’s going on?”
Derek nodded, becoming serious.
“When Edith and I were running for that bus, I was late for my exams at the School of Oriental Studies. Does that tell you
anything, sir?”
“Ah.” The vicar nodded. “I have heard that institution called a training school for spies, though that always sounded a bit
sensational to me.”
Derek smiled modestly.
“It’s not as exciting as all that, but yes, some of us are engaged in… shall we say, sensitive international work. Although this
time my work took me to the heart of the English countryside! I couldn’t believe it when I was told my assignment would be
Longborough. But now I see I’m too late,” he added, glancing at the body of the stranger.
“So you were the man he was intending to meet!” Edith sighed in relief. “Oh Derek, I’m so glad it’s you.”
“Because you know I won’t keep you out of the action,” he joked, but looked genuinely pleased. “Now tell me all.”
Edith briefly related the stranger’s appearance at the village fete, how he stumbled around drunkenly and was found dead soon
after.
“He was being pursued by someone,” added the vicar, “for this.” He produced the crumpled paper he’d taken from the body.
“For a receipt? How odd.” Derek frowned. “As is usual in these cases, I was kept completely in the dark about what this man
had to say, but I never expected—Hullo!” He looked up as Detective-Sergeant Anderson and the police surgeon approached.
“Great, the local plods,” he muttered to Edith.
“The detective’s actually—” she began.
“Can’t let them trample all over the case,” he grumbled. “Don’t worry, I got this.”
He marched over to the detective, and after a few minutes’ hushed conversation and some papers produced on Derek’s side,
they joined Edith and the vicar.
“Mr. Worthington has apprised me of the situation,” Anderson said, looking anything but pleased. “And he will be taking charge
of this investigation.”
The words “the pompous ass” were clearly implied after this statement. Edith stifled a giggle.
“Mr. Worthington and I are actually old friends,” she said, hoping to smooth things over.
“Oh yes, we go way back,” Derek announced, putting an arm around her shoulders.
Anderson’s glare became dagger-like.
“Shall we exchange information while we wait for the doctor?” Edith said quickly.
With more glares between the two young men, the four of them retreated to a grassy bank. Once again they studied the small
white paper, covered in Mrs. Benson’s neat handwriting.
“One bag toffees, one packet Woodbines, one spool black thread,” Edith read out. “But it’s just an ordinary list!” She turned to
Derek. “Can you see any special meaning in it?”
“I’m afraid not. All this suggests is that he liked sweets and had a hole in his sock.” He grinned, then caught D.S. Anderson’s
stern eye. “Right, well the first thing we need to do is look for some kind of code.”
“You mean like every other letter?” Edith asked excitedly. “Let’s see: o-e-a… no, that doesn’t work.”
“N-b-g isn’t too promising either,” said Reverend Tuttle.
Derek laughed.
“No no, it wouldn’t be something as simple as that. Why, then the enemy could get their hands on the crucial information in a
second!”
“Speaking of the enemy,” said Anderson sourly. “Perhaps we ought to be investigating that murder that just occurred?”
“Of course, old chap,” Derek said benignly. “I’m all for proper police methods and all that, but you have to understand,
deciphering this paper is a matter of national importance.”
“So go ahead,” said Anderson, this time with undisguised hostility. “Decipher it.”
Derek looked a bit startled.
“Right, well,” he muttered, and stared down at the receipt. Edith almost didn’t contain her giggles this time. These two cheerful,
kind-hearted fellows had suddenly turned into a sour curmudgeon and a, well, pompous ass. It reminded her forcibly of some
of the boys in her school. Some of the littlest boys.
“I see now,” she said to Derek, “that it couldn’t be some kind of letter code. After all, it was Mrs. Benson who wrote the receipt.
It’s too bad there’s nothing in the victim’s writing.” She turned over the paper, but it was blank.
“By Jove!” Derek exclaimed suddenly. He snatched up the receipt and took a lighter from his pocket.
“Hang on, that’s evidence!” Anderson stared in horror as Derek held the lighter up to the paper. The flame flickered over a
perfectly blank surface.
“Blast, no invisible ink,” Derek murmured.
“Give me that.” The detective snatched it away. “It’s bad enough this paper is covered in all your fingerprints, we don’t need it
accidentally going up in flame, too.”
“It’s a standard tactic in the service,” Derek said indignantly. “I’ll have you know—”
“Gentlemen, please!”
Startled, they all turned to Reverend Tuttle, who was looking at the young people in distress.
“A man gave his life,” he said quietly, “to keep whatever secret this paper contains. Let us show some respect.”
The detective and the spy nodded sheepishly.
“Now,” continued the vicar, “as we can find nothing in the words themselves, there must be some significance to the items the

unfortunate man purchased. I suggest we talk to Mrs. Benson.”
“I’ll speak to her,” said Anderson before Derek could get a word in. “You three stay here, please. After all, this paper needs
immediate deciphering. Matter of national importance.” With a final scowl at the secret service man, he left.
“Bit touchy, that chap,” Derek observed to Edith. She blushed.
“He’s not normally so rude.”
“Oh don’t worry, I’m used to it. The local coppers never appreciate an investigation being taken out of their hands, and it’s only
natural.” He smiled at her, good humour restored, and Edith couldn’t help smiling back.
With Reverend Tuttle’s help, they puzzled over the three items some more, but no matter what angle they took, no new
information emerged. By the time the detective returned, Edith was heartily sick of secret codes, secret agents, or secret
anything. Anderson’s news didn’t improve matters.
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expenses reimbursed.”
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“It’s not much to go on, but we should still talk to them.”
“Looks like the doctor might have something,” Derek observed. The police surgeon approached the detective and looked a bit
shocked when the other three crowded in around them.
“They’re all in on the investigation,” Anderson said wearily. “What’s the story?”
“I found out why the victim was staggering around like a drunk,” said the doctor. “He was stabbed with a thin blade and
succumbed to his wounds about five minutes afterwards.”
“How awful,” Edith murmured.
“That just makes the whole thing more difficult. He must have been in the very midst of the fete when he was stabbed. Nothing
easier for the murderer than to ‘accidentally’ bump into the victim and then disappear into the crowd.”
“Then the culprit could be long gone!” exclaimed Derek. “Back on a train to London.”
“We do know a thing or two about policing in Longborough,” Anderson retorted. “I’ve got men watching the train station and the
main road. There’s no other way out of the village.”
“And if I were a murderer, I’d lie low instead of running,” Edith mused. “Maybe even stay in the crowd to see how the
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“You just assumed? The murderer could have taken the paper from his pocket when he stabbed him. And now we’ve wasted
over an hour!”
“I’m sorry, I just thought…” The vicar seemed to run out of words. He clutched the ill-fated receipt and looked at them
apologetically.
Anderson glanced at Derek.
“You tackle the east side of the green, I’ll take the west.”
“Right. He can’t have got far, whoever he is.”
Without another word, they disappeared into the crowd. Edith shook her head at the vicar.
“That was very sneaky, Reverend Tuttle,” she remarked.
“Whatever do you mean?” he replied innocently.
“I don’t believe for a second that you’d make such a foolish mistake. You just wanted them to stop bickering and get on with the
investigation, didn’t you?”
The vicar beamed at her proudly.
“Right as usual, Miss Langford. Although—“ he glanced around and lowered his voice. “There was another reason I wanted to
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Hanborough Nature Recovery Network
Open Afternoon at the Pavilion
We were all extremely pleased with how our
inaugural open afternoon turned out, and
thank you so much for all the wonderful
support we had from locals and from further
afield. Our trial wildflower verge down
Millwood End has certainly inspired many of
you to want to try it out for yourselves, so we
will be identifying and planning suitable sites
within the village where we can replicate
something similar, and your support and
enthusiasm will hopefully make all this
possible.
We had a variety of stalls, including a mockup stall on the back of a vintage pick-up
showing moth specimens (collected the
previous night) and all things hedgehog. We
also had really creative and beautiful
homemade bird feeders to provide food for
our birds this winter. We will be showing you
how to make these and more on our
Facebook page.
Other stalls included information on
wildflower verges and free seeds plus a
variety of different jams, jellies, sauces and
drinks made from berries and fruit found in
our local hedgerows. To find the crib sheet for
wildflower verges, please go to our Facebook
page.
We also had representation from Freeland
Naturehood and Eynsham Nature Recovery
Network and Mark and Annie Lynch’s
fascinating stall on bees with demonstration
hive. There were children’s activities too, with
plant hunts in the Pit and animal woodcut
printing. Plus, the display of cakes was quite
amazing, and thank you for the donations.
If you are interested in playing an active role
in HNRN or just want to find out more
information, please do contact me, Lucy
Tritton lucy.tritton@hanboroughpc.gov.uk or
go to our Facebook page. We would love to
hear from you.

JPHeating
Gas • Oil • LPG
Boiler replacements
New heating systems & upgrades
Controls
Boiler breakdowns
Air source heat pumps
Service & maintenance
Domestic & Commercial

01865 864697

07809 204444

info@jpheating.co.uk / www.jpheating.co.uk
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Eynsham Medical Group News as of 16 September 2021

Eynsham
Medical
Group
Updates

Flu Vaccination Clinics
Due to unforeseen road freight challenges that have been widely reported in the news media, it
will mean that there will be a delay to our scheduled deliveries of flu vaccination.
For this reason (as at the time this was written), it is necessary for us to suspend all flu
vaccination clinic bookings. We have been advised by the NHS not to book any clinics until we
have a delivery confirmation.
Therefore, plesae do not ring our reception or flu line regarding this, as we have no further
information to give you at present.
As soon as we have any further information, we will send it out it via the channels open to us,
including our website https://www.eynshammedicalgroup.org.uk and the various Facebook
pages in Hanborough, Freeland and Eynsham.
If you have already booked your flu vaccination with us, we will contact you in due course when
your own time comes around. You will not be forgotten.

An Issue of
Towering
Preportions

Covid-19 Booster Vaccines
We now know that there will be a Booster programme starting in October. At least initially, it will
be rolled out across the same groups as those used for the first 2 doses: Cohorts 1-9. That is all
we know, authoritatively, at the moment. As with the Flu vaccination clinics, further information
will be sent
Official Opening of the New Long Hanborough Surgery and Pharmacy
On 10 September, with Covid restrictions eased, we were finally able to hold our official opening
of the new Long Hanborough Surgery and Hanborough Pharmacy. The weather was kind while
we assembled. Dr Neil Rust then introduced Robert Courts MP and invited him to cut the ribbon.
There followed a short speech from Dr Helen Evans telling us a little about the Eynsham Medical
Care Group Charity. Guests were then invited inside for light refreshments and guided tours of
the building.

David Hancox
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O

ver the last 42 years, I have seen many
changes in the village, and in my view, these
have mostly been for the better. Hanborough
has always been a friendly, welcoming place,
and it surely remains so, despite the
considerable growth it has seen in recent years.
But I believe there is one improvement needed,
one which is long overdue.
When the mobile telephone transmitter mast
was sited down in the valley, I told myself that
there were sensible reasons for siting it near the
industrial estate and the station, but the decades
have passed, and here we are: stuck with a
situation where many residents in the northern
part of the village still have unreliable reception.
Two things have made this worse. The first is the
recent introduction of two-factor security by
many financial and other firms, where the
second hurdle usually consists of sending an
additional code to one's mobile number. The
second is that the considerable housing growth
we have seen recently means that the
population balance of the village has tilted
sharply towards the north, as witnessed by the
recent migration of the health centre.
The result is that a growing proportion of us are
suffering from this poor service. We now
desperately need to see our overall coverage
improved.
I have been wondering if we needed a vigorous
local campaign. However, I have been in touch
with local councillor Alaa Al-Yousuf, who tells me
some potential good news. It turns out that the
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problem has been long appreciated and that
continuing efforts have been made for many
years to find a solution. Both Councillor Al-Yousuf
and our local MP have taken an active interest in
the problem.
The good news is that CTIL is making progress
on the technical aspects of the installation of a
mobile phone mast at the BT exchange house on
the Witney Road (A4095). The bad news is that
the installation of 5G infrastructure is
experiencing delays everywhere due to health
risk concerns.
Although the search for a suitable site for
Freeland and Hanborough has taken many years
for technical and commercial reasons, Councillor
Al-Yousuf hopes that the remaining obstacles
can be overcome very soon. However, in the light
of this hope that the remaining obstacles will be
resolved very soon, it may be reasonable to defer
a public campaign for some months. On the other
hand, intractable problems–and this is clearly
one–tend to come with hopes and assurances
made in good faith but which turn out to bear no
fruit. So it's fingers crossed for now.
Ultimately, this problem is one for the mobile
phone operators to sort out under pressure from
the regulator.
Meanwhile, anyone looking for further details or
to make an individual representation can contact
Cornerstone Telecommunications Infrastructure
Ltd (CTIL) via their website:
cornerstone.network/about/contact
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October
3rd

10:00am
Rev Fred Ireland, Holy Communion

10th

10:00am
Mr Peter Allen

17th

10:00am
Mr David Sarbutts, Harvest Festival

24th

Christmas Angels
You can almost hear the clicking of needles in our village as so many volunteers have joined in with friends at the Methodist
Church and are busy creating Christmas angels–thank you so much, everyone! There is still plenty of time before Christmas
for even more volunteers to dust off their needles and get knitting with any spare wool they may have. The simple pattern may
be found at www.christmasangel.net. Alternatively, contact Annette (882833) for a printed copy. Completed angels can be
dropped off at 61 Millwood End, 3 Shepherds Farm, 26 Marlborough Crescent, 26 Hurdeswell or contact Annette if you need
them collected.
The angels, bearing Christmas greetings, will be on display at the 6:00pm Carol Service on 19 December in the Methodist
Church and then appear around the village just before Christmas–waiting to be found!

10:00am
Rev Charles Harris

31st

10:00am
Mr Geoff Reeves

Letter from Our Minister

Young Church meets at 10:00am, sharing a
short time of worship in church before
leaving for their own activities in the hall.

Methodist Church

Long Hanborough Methodist Church
Women’s Fellowship Meet on the 2nd and
4th Thursdays of the month at 2:00pm.
All ladies welcome.
October
14th
Rev Charles Harris
28th
Graham Haynes

We warmly welcome you to our Church
and pray you will find blessing in our
midst and leave with the love, joy and
peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ in
your heart.
Long Hanborough Methodist Church
is once again available for bookings.
Our premises are disabled and dementia
friendly.
For enquiries and bookings please
contact : Judy Haynes on 01993 882379

We would warmly welcome any ladies who
would like to join our Fellowship, whether
regularly or occasionally.
The Churches in Hanborough will be
focusing some of their prayers on the
Community and will be praying for a part of
the villages’ community each month. In
October, the focus of prayer will be on
Millwood End, Bakers Court, Swan Lane,
Corn Hide, The Cairns and Myrtle Close.

“ May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace
as you trust in Him, so that
you may overflow with
hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit. ”
Romans Ch 15 v 13
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If you enjoy word games but don't have
anyone to play them with, why don't you
come along to our Scrabble Group which
meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month
at Long Hanborough Methodist Church 2:004:00pm. We are a very friendly group and
have a lot of fun; we are not at all
competitive. The cost per session is £2.00,
including tea/coffee and a biscuit. Do come
and join us; you will be assured of a very
warm welcome.
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
Long Hanborough Methodist Church
If you feel you need to speak to a Minister,
please contact either:
Minister:
Rev. Fred Ireland
01993 867301
Associate Minister:
Rev. Charles Harris
01993 358707
Mobile: 07365325522

Our
Associate
Minister
Rev
Charles
Harris

D

ear friends,
Back again! PART 10 of my Faith
saga addressing the question from
my own personal experience of why in
such a secular world I believe in the
existence of God.
When I worked for Church Army in
Taunton, some rather unusual and
very memorable events took place.
Way back in 1977, a delegation of local
mums knocked on my front door,
asking if I would organise a Street
Party for The Queen’s Silver Jubilee.
Initially, I was apprehensive and
uncertain, wondering if it would be a
misuse of my time. When I prayed
about what my answer should be, I
found a deep sense of peace, and was
persuaded that God could use the
event.
It was highly amusing trying to
organise a bunch of people who had
abundance of enthusiasm, but no idea
where to begin! Different tasks were
allocated to different households. I
arranged to have all the church trestle
tables for the day, and a gang of blokes
to collect and erect them. Families
were told to bring out their kitchen
chairs.
Three
families
made
sandwiches (no health & safety, apart
from me being selective as to which
ladies would be responsible!). One
family made literally hundreds of bowls
of Jelly! They had them in the house
everywhere–even up the steps of their
staircase! It was hilarious at times.
There was a real sense of community
in this street notorious for poverty and
the “criminal element.” It was great to
see everyone pulling together. I had to
oversee the finances because I was

“The Church Man,” and the ladies who
had initially instigated the idea said no
one else could be trusted! They acted
as collectors, gathering a small
amount each week from each house.
This covered costs and gifts for all the
children. The team of Church Army
Evangelists I worked with also
attended on the day and provided
entertainment for the children using a
ventriloquists
doll
and
singing
Christian children’s songs. It was
overtly Christian and was very well
received.
Why do I tell you this story? I do so
because as a result of this event, I
found that I could turn up literally at
any house and immediately be invited
in. The church was able to engage in
many meaningful pastoral situations,
including
marriage
counselling,
poverty-related issues, terminal illness
and visiting prisoners. I was convinced
that God was at work.
Towards the end of my time in Taunton,
another remarkable event occurred.
We were invited to conduct a
devotional weekend for clients of
Mencap. One of the younger ladies
who worked for the organisation had
always wondered if she could facilitate
such a weekend. Just prior to her
relinquishing her post to get married,
she contacted the Church Army team
in Taunton asking if we would help her.
It was fantastic. She arranged for 24
clients, many with very severe
disabilities, to attend. We went to a
Roman Catholic convent near Bristol
for our venue. The big question was
how we should present the devotional
material in a user-friendly way. She
gave us some basic advice suggesting
we use music, visuals and the arts.
A programme for the weekend was
created involving the various elements
she had suggested. We used prayers
with short sentences we all repeated.
These were accompanied by pictures
on the screen. We had to repeat the
prayers, as everyone got very excited
and enthusiastic calling out the
responses! We decided to use the
story of the stoning of Stephen and the
conversion of St Paul from The Acts of
the Apostles, as this was very dramatic
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and yet presented the basic Gospel
message.
We allocated drama parts and
produced a dramatic presentation,
ready for the Sunday afternoon
“Service,” following which the relatives
and care workers would take people
home.
One of the guys who had Downs
Syndrome was acting the part of
Stephen. He simply had to say, “I
STEPHEN!” then fall to the ground
pretending he was dead. He took the
part very seriously and acted it out
quite a few times leading up to the
event–including at breakfast! He lay on
the floor throughout breakfast and
could not be persuaded to get up until
he felt he had been dead long enough!
He was such a lovely guy. He enjoyed
the idea of being an actor.
The Nuns were supposedly on retreat
in a different part of the building but
graciously gave up! They wanted to
join in, so all came in civies, to join us
for a very lively barn dance on the
Saturday evening! They were amazing
ladies. One of them had noticed an
older guy from our group heading
towards the kitchen with a radio. It
belonged to one of my Church Army
colleagues Marion. He had not stolen
it but was trying to mend it. Up until
then, he had barely engaged with
anyone. Marion had no idea he had
picked the radio up. He must have
seen her struggling to get it to work.
On the Sunday afternoon, he joined
with the others in the group drama. His
mum was present, and throughout the
“Service,” she was desperately trying
not to cry. She had never seen her son
engage like this with a group of people
before. I shall never forget talking with
her afterwards. The afternoon was not
conventional! We had by this time
become
quite
accustomed
to
spontaneous dancing during all the
hymns and songs! I saw for myself that
weekend that intellect, educational
ability, or status in life is no barrier to
God’s love. Faith as small as a
mustard seed is enough to journey
with Christ. I will never forget that
weekend.

October
3rd

10:00am
Rev Fred Ireland, Holy Communion

10th

10:00am
Mr Peter Allen

17th

10:00am
Mr David Sarbutts, Harvest Festival

24th

Christmas Angels
You can almost hear the clicking of needles in our village as so many volunteers have joined in with friends at the Methodist
Church and are busy creating Christmas angels–thank you so much, everyone! There is still plenty of time before Christmas
for even more volunteers to dust off their needles and get knitting with any spare wool they may have. The simple pattern may
be found at www.christmasangel.net. Alternatively, contact Annette (882833) for a printed copy. Completed angels can be
dropped off at 61 Millwood End, 3 Shepherds Farm, 26 Marlborough Crescent, 26 Hurdeswell or contact Annette if you need
them collected.
The angels, bearing Christmas greetings, will be on display at the 6:00pm Carol Service on 19 December in the Methodist
Church and then appear around the village just before Christmas–waiting to be found!

10:00am
Rev Charles Harris

31st

10:00am
Mr Geoff Reeves

Letter from Our Minister

Young Church meets at 10:00am, sharing a
short time of worship in church before
leaving for their own activities in the hall.

Methodist Church

Long Hanborough Methodist Church
Women’s Fellowship Meet on the 2nd and
4th Thursdays of the month at 2:00pm.
All ladies welcome.
October
14th
Rev Charles Harris
28th
Graham Haynes

We warmly welcome you to our Church
and pray you will find blessing in our
midst and leave with the love, joy and
peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ in
your heart.
Long Hanborough Methodist Church
is once again available for bookings.
Our premises are disabled and dementia
friendly.
For enquiries and bookings please
contact : Judy Haynes on 01993 882379

We would warmly welcome any ladies who
would like to join our Fellowship, whether
regularly or occasionally.
The Churches in Hanborough will be
focusing some of their prayers on the
Community and will be praying for a part of
the villages’ community each month. In
October, the focus of prayer will be on
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Corn Hide, The Cairns and Myrtle Close.

“ May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace
as you trust in Him, so that
you may overflow with
hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit. ”
Romans Ch 15 v 13
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If you enjoy word games but don't have
anyone to play them with, why don't you
come along to our Scrabble Group which
meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month
at Long Hanborough Methodist Church 2:004:00pm. We are a very friendly group and
have a lot of fun; we are not at all
competitive. The cost per session is £2.00,
including tea/coffee and a biscuit. Do come
and join us; you will be assured of a very
warm welcome.
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
Long Hanborough Methodist Church
If you feel you need to speak to a Minister,
please contact either:
Minister:
Rev. Fred Ireland
01993 867301
Associate Minister:
Rev. Charles Harris
01993 358707
Mobile: 07365325522

Our
Associate
Minister
Rev
Charles
Harris
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North Leigh History
Society

Hanborough
Walking Group

A

t our 5 October meeting, Dr Tom Crook will be
telling us the story of ‘The Great Stink of 1858,’
when the stench from the Thames became so
unbearable that it brought about new legislation to
control our rivers and waterways and raised to
eminence an unlikely hero, Joseph Bazelgette.
The 19th century was a time of great innovations
and advances in public health, which we still
benefit from today. On 2 November, we have a talk
by Frank Ledwidge about ‘Enstone’s Black
Lancasters: Myth, Mystery or State Secret?’ Are
we about to discover the truth about UFOs? No
more information available at present. Come and
find out more at our meeting. All meetings are
currently held at North Leigh Memorial Hall (OX29
6SA), as this will allow easier social distancing and
greater spacing between chairs.
Members free, visitors £4. Further details are
available from Diana Power (01993882301) or
Robert Kyte at kyterobert@gmail.com
We look forward to seeing you soon.

We are a very friendly and informal group who
meet up on the third Sunday of the month and
walk for approximately two hours. Some walks
are local and some may be a short car ride
away. We do try to accommodate people’s
different expectations of walk length.
The last few walks have been excellent,
getting good weather for a change. For an
evening walk, we did the Church Hanborough
towards Eynsham circuit, returning via
Freeland. We had beautiful views looking
towards Oxford. Our last walk was a fun one
from Henwood up to Boars Hill and back. We
lost count of the number of stiles we had to
cross, but we are in good training for Aintree!
Thank you so much to those who regularly
support this group.
Our next Sunday walk is on 17 October at
2:00pm. We will email those on the email
circulation list with details about where the
walk will start nearer the time.
The dates for walks this autumn are below.
If you are not on our list and would like to find
out more and get updates on walks, please
contact
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or
Ellen Armitage ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk

Sunday 17 October 2:00pm
Sunday 21 November 2:00pm

WI

T

he September meeting of Hanborough WI was
very well attended with about 30 of us enjoying the
evening. We had been asked to bring along things
that had occupied us during lockdown. Many people
participated, and we heard and saw about knitting,
sewing, crochet, lace making, ancestry searches,
gardening projects and even saw proof in the form of
a box of veggies of a successful allotment. It was all
very interesting and brought back vividly those
strange days when we couldn’t go anywhere and the
highlight of your day was the daily walk or your
groceries being delivered! Let’s hope we don’t go
back to lockdown again. Next month we celebrate our
WI birthday and will be going out for dinner, so no
meeting in the Recreation Hall in October. We will be
back on the second Thursday in November, and
hopefully you will join us. For more details please
contact Pat Cottle (President ) on 01993 881520 or
Liz Bowler (Secretary) on 01993 881058.
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A

t last, September heralded an
HGC talk in our usual format at the
Recreation Hall, of course
following the Government guidelines
as before. We were lucky to book the
garden photographer Richard Harvey
who gave us a talk about Cornish
Seascape Gardens. Richard showed
us an array of tropical plants lapping
up the mild growing conditions of the
Atlantic Gulf stream and an
extraordinary variety of growing
conditions from jungles to deserts. It
was part talk and part travelogue and
a refreshing beginning to what we
hoped would be more normal
circumstances.
For information about Richard and his
work, please see richardharvey.biz.
Our October meeting will be about
Harvest Rituals, given by Deborah
Hayter. Deborah is a renowned
Oxfordshire historian and has taught
many courses at Oxford’s Department
of Continuing Education. She is first
and foremost a landscape historian.
Her talk considers how harvests of
various kinds are integral to the
history of the countryside and its
people.
We are now in a position to present
the meeting agenda for the remainder
of the year as below. We are glad to
announce that we will be repeating
the Christmas wreath competition
begun last year. For further details,
please see the Hanborough Garden
Club website:
hanboroughgardenclub.org
Thursday 28 October
Harvest Rituals
7:30pm in the Recreation Hall
Thursday 2 December
Hanborough Garden Club AGM, quiz
and possibly a photographic roundup
of 2021

rj_pimm@hotmail.com

Carol Bower

Saturday 11 December
Judging of the Hanborough Christmas
Wreath competition. This follows on
from the successful completion held
last year.
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Long Hanborough
Community Tree
Project
C

hildren of Hanborough Manor
Primary, Hanborough Pre-School and
Hanborough Meadows Pre-School
will finally close the gap towards the
Pinsley Woods as well as start a new row
of fruit trees just before the October half
term.
We had one hazelnut tree donated
(thank you, Emily). Bunkers Hill Plant
Nursery kindly offered 20% discount, so
we bought most of their trees they had
available (£420/15 much bigger trees)
and Charlbury Garden Centre also
offered 25% discount, so we got 19 more
cherry trees (£330).
We have £50 left over from last year's
fundraising.
THANK YOU, Helen and to all those who
purchased delicious apples and bottles
of fruit juice from her! Nick from
Blenheim Estate will be helping us again
with mulch and stakes. Thank you loads!
A
PayPal
account
(hanboroughcommunitytreeproject@gm
ail.com) is set up to collect £700 to pay
for trees so each classroom can plant
four trees. Any donations would be more
than appreciated.
If you would like to give us a hand to predig holes so it is easier for kids to plant
on the day, do get in touch. Hope we all
can enjoy the fruits one day.
Thank you for helping us,
Zuzi

Combe Mill
Wood Crafts

W

e are open and In Steam on Sunday 17
October 10:00am-5:00pm with the
theme of Wood Crafts. No advanced
booking is necessary, just pay on arrival.
In addition to our Beam Engine, Small
Industrial Engines and Collections of
Artefacts, we have demonstrations by
crafters and Mill Volunteers. Blacksmiths will
be working in the Forge.
Visitors can admire a small collection of
Turret Clocks and many artefacts from the
Victorian era. The Millie the Mill Cat Trail is
available to entertain younger visitors. The
BBQ will be in operation, also light
refreshments together with hot and cold
drinks can be purchased on a takeaway
basis from our Tea Room to be enjoyed in
the Picnic Area beside the River Evenlode.
Combe Mill Publications, hand crafted items
and ice creams on sale from the Gift Shop.
Visitors can try their luck on the Tombola
and browse a small selection of Market
Stalls selling handcrafted items.
Check out the website for all other opening
dates and information regarding the Mill:
combemill.org
This is the last Steaming Sunday of the year
in what has been a very difficult time. It
would be lovely to see you at the Mill.

Hanborough
Meadows
Pre-School
(previously Long Hanborough Playgroup
est. 1984) provides a high standard of
pre-school education for children aged 25 years old. We help children to develop
and thrive in our small, friendly and
bespoke setting, which was opened in
April 2019. Our pre-school enjoys strong
links with local schools to facilitate a
smooth transition for your child into the
Foundation Stage of primary school. We
have a strong emphasis on outdoor
learning and run our Forest Rangers
sessions on Tuesday and Friday
mornings. Hanborough Meadows PreSchool is committed to safeguarding and
all staff and volunteers are vetted to
ensure the welfare of the children.

What Have We Been Up to?
The start of term is always so exciting! We have
welcomed many new starters to Hanborough
Meadows and also been so happy to find out
what our returning children have been up to over
the summer. All of our children have settled
incredibly well and are having a great time
playing with new friends and getting to know them
as part of our current topic “All About Me.” We
have been drawing and writing about our families
and have created a photo wall with pictures of our
family members.
We have also been looking at the early signs that
the seasons are changing. During our Forest
Rangers sessions this week, we have been
looking at the changing colour of the leaves, the
blackberries on the brambles and the other signs
that autumn might be on its way.
Very soon we will be holding our annual Grand
Conker Hunt, so watch this space to see how
many conkers the children collect this year!
To avoid disappointment, please contact our manager Kelly
ASAP by emailing:
hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com. Please take a
virtual tour of our lovely Pre-School on our Facebook Page or
website hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can
also view our prospectus and to find out more.
hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com
33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough,
OX29 8FL
01865 689 015
Follow us on Facebook:
@hanboroughmeadowspreschool
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to
make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful.
You can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website
hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
or the GoFundMe link at gf.me/u/x5h526

Julie Stuart-Thompson
Director

32

33

Sessions run Monday to Friday during term �me
only (2 session minimum policy)
Prices as of January 2021:
Full Day 8:30am-3:15pm £35
AM Session 8:30-11:30am £20
Lunch Club 11:30am-12:15pm £4
PM Session 12:15-3:15pm £20

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an
approved se�ng for grant funding of eligible 2,
3 and 4 year olds.
All of our sessions for 2021-22 and 2022-23
are now completely full! We are taking
registration for places from September
2023. Please find contact details below.
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The start of term is always so exciting! We have
welcomed many new starters to Hanborough
Meadows and also been so happy to find out
what our returning children have been up to over
the summer. All of our children have settled
incredibly well and are having a great time
playing with new friends and getting to know them
as part of our current topic “All About Me.” We
have been drawing and writing about our families
and have created a photo wall with pictures of our
family members.
We have also been looking at the early signs that
the seasons are changing. During our Forest
Rangers sessions this week, we have been
looking at the changing colour of the leaves, the
blackberries on the brambles and the other signs
that autumn might be on its way.
Very soon we will be holding our annual Grand
Conker Hunt, so watch this space to see how
many conkers the children collect this year!
To avoid disappointment, please contact our manager Kelly
ASAP by emailing:
hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com. Please take a
virtual tour of our lovely Pre-School on our Facebook Page or
website hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can
also view our prospectus and to find out more.
hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com
33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough,
OX29 8FL
01865 689 015
Follow us on Facebook:
@hanboroughmeadowspreschool
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to
make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful.
You can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website
hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
or the GoFundMe link at gf.me/u/x5h526

Julie Stuart-Thompson
Director
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Sessions run Monday to Friday during term �me
only (2 session minimum policy)
Prices as of January 2021:
Full Day 8:30am-3:15pm £35
AM Session 8:30-11:30am £20
Lunch Club 11:30am-12:15pm £4
PM Session 12:15-3:15pm £20

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an
approved se�ng for grant funding of eligible 2,
3 and 4 year olds.
All of our sessions for 2021-22 and 2022-23
are now completely full! We are taking
registration for places from September
2023. Please find contact details below.

Kids Corner

In the Kitchen
Blackberry Muffins
Whenever we used to visit my grandparents in the early autumn, all us children would be sent outside
to pick blackberries and raspberries until our big pails could take no more. The next morning, we would
all be awakened by the smell of freshly baked blackberry muffins done just in time for breakfast. Every
year, I go out to get my own blackberries for muffins to share (or not!) for breakfast.

Makes

Prep Time

Cooking Time

12

10 mins

30 mins

Me th o d

1

In gre d ie n ts

Preheat oven to 180C/Gas 4. Grease a
12-hole muffin tin and line with muffin
papers.

55g butter
100g golden caster sugar
2 eggs
100ml milk
½ tsp vanilla extract

2
3

In a large mixing bowl, beat the butter
and sugar together until light and fluffy.
Beat in the eggs, one at a time until well
blended. Then, beat in the milk and
vanilla extract.
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Computing
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Discoveries
Earth
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Mathematician
Neptune
Pluto
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Study
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In a bowl, sift together the flower and
baking powder. Mix together, then add
to the wet mixture.

4

Add the blackberries and fold in.

5

Fill the muffin papers 2/3 full.

Gladys West is an American mathema�cian who made several important discoveries and even helped to develop the SatNav.
She grew up in Virginia in the USA and received a full scholarship to study mathema�cs at university. A�er comple�ng
university, Gladys was hired by the US Navy to program large-scale computers and analyze satellite data used in war. She also
studied outer space and proved that Pluto’s irregular movement around the sun is caused by Neptune. Gladys discovered that
Pluto’s mo�on is regular—it is just moving in rela�on to Neptune. Not stopping there, Gladys con�nued to work with satellites.
She built the first satellite that could sense oceans and developed very precise models of the Earth’s shape, using complex
algorithms to account for forces that can change the shape of the Earth. This work was eventually used as the basis for the
Global Posi�oning System (GPS), or as we call it, SatNav. Use
Gladys’s inven�on to go treasure hun�ng!

Go Geocaching
Bake 25-30 minutes until risen and firm
to the touch. Remove from the oven
and allow to cool.

1. Download a free geocaching app
onto your smart phone.
2. Follow the instruc�ons to find
some treasure!
Photo courtesy of Jessica
Shebakeshere.com/2013/04/blackberry-muffins-with-lemon-glaze.html
Recipe courtesy of RobCan
Allrecipes.co.uk/recipe/34040/blackberry-muffins.aspx
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Photo courtesy of fredericksburg.com
Informa�on courtesy of wikipedia.org

How does Dracula find his way
around Transylvania?
He uses Bat Nav
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Photo courtesy of fredericksburg.com
Informa�on courtesy of wikipedia.org

How does Dracula find his way
around Transylvania?
He uses Bat Nav
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