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Hambrites have been helping themselves to a
good read…
See more on page 19

Parish Council
September Report
Parish Councillors
Parish Council is pleased to announce that we have co-opted the last place to Henry Spilberg. This brings us
up to full council for the first time in many years.
A4095 Pavement to Bladon
Council continues to push for the path to be cleared. Blenheim have agreed to cut hedges back later in the year.
It is not the right time at the moment, as it is recommended to wait until after the nesting season.
Parish Council Website

hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You
can also contact us through the website for non-urgent enquiries.
Defibrillators
There are a number of these around the parish and in an emergency the 999 service would direct you to the
nearest. We are guardians for one at the old doctors surgery and the one at the Pavilion. We recently upgraded
these to include adult and infant pads (previously adult only).
Playgrounds
All our play areas had their annual external inspection in July, and nothing significant was found. There are some
small maintenance tasks which will be completed. The BMX park is reaching the end of its life, and Council is
looking at options to replace it. Elsewhere, we have formally taken ownership of the playground on the Pye
development and added grass cutting and emptying of the bin to our contractors list.
Community Website
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk
With the rapid increase in population, it is imperative that Hanborough maintains its community feel and, most
importantly, that those who live here feel welcomed and part of that community. This website is designed to
promote that and bring everyone together in an appreciation of the space they inhabit.
Reporting Highway Problems
fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems.
Councillors would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged
signs, overgrown paths, etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference
number to follow up if necessary. The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to
understand where there are issues.
Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC
make the decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site:
publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications
There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning
applications in your area. You can register at the following location:
westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/
Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 14 September 2021 at 7:00pm in
the Pavilion. There is no meeting in August.
An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday.
Members of the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or queries
by prior written request to the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting and joining
instructions will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may change.

T rad itional cakes, traybakes, biscuits, scones. GF / vegan options
Cream tea box es. T reat size box es (4 slices) Unique gifts. G ift
Vouchers
Contact Rachel 01993 881867
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com
Find me on Facebook
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Freeland Nurseries

The Parish Councillors

Wroslyn Road
Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm;
Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm
Tel:- 01993 881430
Website: h�ps://
freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
Colourful hardy pansies and violas to brighten
the Winter months
Winter flowering plants suitable for hanging
baskets and containers

Ellen Armitage
Tel: 07775 419512
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com
Michael Franklin
Tel: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com
Rod Fraser
Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Rich Fuller
Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Steve Page
Tel: 359984
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Kerry Scarlett Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com
Lucy Tritton Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Spring flowering bulbs
Seeds for the 2022 season
Herbaceous plants and shrubs

Officers of the Parish Council

New season main crop potatoes

Penelope Marcus: Chair
Tel: 881312
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com
Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood,
OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning,
Cemetery and Allotments matters
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough,
Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
Office Hours: 01993 773532
Mobile: 07767 020290
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com

Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel: 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
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Blue lidded bins are for all
recycling except glass bottles/jars.

Waste and Recycling
•
•

Wednesday 8th
September
Wednesday 22nd
September

•

Thursday 2nd
September

•

Wednesday 15th
September
Wednesday 29th
September

(dependant on bank holiday)

•

In GREEN weeks, general
recycling, glass, food waste,
cooking and engine oil, batteries,
bagged fabrics, shoes, small
electrical items and garden waste
will be collected.
In GREY weeks, general rubbish
and food waste will be collected.
Residents can now report a
missed bin collection via this
online form:
westoxon.gov.uk/missedbin

More details to be found at:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-andrecycling/what-to-put-in-your-bin/
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Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Hanborough Herald, but are the views of its
contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication
are
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nor
specifically
recommended
by
the
Management
Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please
mention to the supplier that you saw their
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald.
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Hi, everyone!
Did you manage to find
me last month? I was
playing around in the
Hanborough
PreSchool Playground on
page 25! I wonder
where I’ll end up this
month?
Hans Bruh

Notices From the Village
An Honourable Mention
MP Robert Courts will be opening the new
Hanborough Medical Centre at an official
ceremony at 2:00pm on Friday 10
September. 'Eats' are available at the
Centre from 1:30pm.

Hanborough Lunch
Club

Letter From the Editor
D

If you would like to
eat a tasty lunch in
friendly company,
Hanborough Lunch Club is for you.
The next lunch is Wednesday 15 September
2021 at 12:45 (for a two course meal for £4)
at
Christchurch
Main
Road
Long
Hanborough.
If you are interested, please contact Carol
Bower, telephone 881930.

ear Hanborough,
As you may have already seen from the subtle
advert on the back page of this month’s edition, I am
stepping down as Editor and Compiler of the Herald.
This decision was not one taken lightly, but due to work
commitments, I do not feel as though I will be able to
give the Herald (and by extension, you the readership)
the time and consideration needed to truly fulfil my
editorial duties, I especially do not feel as though I will
any longer be able to keep this periodical to the high
standard set and kept by the generations of editors
before me. Initially I found this realisation disheartening,
as I have so thoroughly enjoyed working on the Herald
each month and have found incredible fulfilment
connecting with the community around me in such a
dynamic and helpful capacity. But then I realised that by
passing on the baton now, nothing at all will be given up,
but instead given on to a new and vibrant editorial
chapter that will be able to move forward and provide
the village with the forum that you all deserve.
Obviously, I will not abandon my post before a new
candidate is found, but I do implore you to come forward
and take firm grasp of this amazing stewardship that is
Editor of the Hanborough Herald so that both this paper
and the community as a whole are able to grow and
continue into our brave new future together.
I would really like thank everyone at the Herald for being
so wonderful and helpful over the years, to Jane for all
of your help and support; to Nigel for being the guiding
light that we all need from time to time thank you to
Michael, without whose diligent bookkeeping there is no
knowing the state in which we would be; to Sarah for
being so patient with me even though I never seemed
to get the print to you on time and of course last, but by
no means least, to Val for putting up with all my
mistakes and questions–I really could not have done it
without you! Lest we forget my wife Meghan, I am
certain that we would have never have gotten to this
point at all if it were not for you, thank you so much for
putting up with all my madness, you are more support
than I could ever deserve. I would also like to say one
massive thank you to all of you, whether you have been
contributing to the Herald for many years or just read a
couple of articles a year–without you there would be
nothing for the Herald to stand on, no community to
celebrate and enjoy and no dog walkers to chastise
(looking at you PC), if nothing else, these words prove
that you are all fantastic. Thank you all from the bottom
of my heart.

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald
delivered to you, they are available from the
following locations:
The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’
Surgery, Suzuki Garage, Methodist Church,
Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair Studio or
online at:
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk

Tommy Begley
Editor
Hanborougherald@gmail.com
P.S. What are you waiting for? Flip this paper over and
give Nigel a bell! There’s nothing to lose and perhaps an
awful lot to gain.

5

We're Back!
Y

es, after nearly 18 months,
Elderberries reopened on 19 July!
It is so good to see so many familiar
faces and some new faces while
remembering those who have moved
away, now living in a care home and, of
course, those who passed away.
However, it was not an easy decision
to make–the club is not the same as
we were in February 2020. Covid has
changed us but not defeated us. We
have put in place extra hygiene
measures as well as provided hand
sanitiser for all and lateral flow tests for
all helpers.
Another change is Jeanne Hall who is
stepping down from helping on
Wednesdays but is remaining on the
trustees. Jeanne has been part of
Hanborough and District Day Centre
(Elderberries) for over 35 years since it
began, and her hard work has included
doing
the
flowers
and
table
decorations as well as helping to run
the club.
Her skill and care especially on special
occasions and Christmas will be sorely
missed.
I know I speak for myself, Dawn, all
helpers, trustees and members when I
say a big thank you to Jeanne for
everything she has done for
Elderberries and for all of us.
We are welcoming new members, so if
you or an older family member would
like to join us, then please contact me
and I can tell you all about us!
Gill Grahame
Manager
881805

Foot Health Professional
Joanna Attridge
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot problems?
I will visit you in
the comfort of
your own home

07961 620 292
joannafoothealth@gmail.com

Based in Combe
Fully qualified and insured

www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk

Freeland Primary School Chair of Governors

Matthew Coolin
Freeland CE
Primary School
Chair of Governors

I’d like to introduce myself as the
new Chair of Governors at
Freeland CE Primary School,
taking over from Toby O’Neil, who
I thank for his many years of
service on the governing body. A
teacher myself, I have been a
governor at Freeland for two years
now and look forward to chairing
the governing body of this
wonderful school.
Despite the challenges of the last
two years, it has been a pleasure
to see more families from
Hanborough choosing Freeland
School for their children. Families
from surrounding villages or new
to the area opting to send their
children to us can only enrich our
community. Now that we are
returning to (‘new’) normal, we are
looking forward to reducing our

Zoom screen time and welcoming
parents back into school for our
many face-to-face events.
The governing body, made up of
staff representatives, parents,
congregants and other interested
individuals looking to share their
skills and experience, supports
the strategic development and
effective management of the
school. We are fortunate to have
an excellent team of governors at
Freeland, but if you are interested
in potentially joining our governing
body, please do email me at
matthewcoolin@freeland.oxon.sc
h.uk. More information about the
school is available on our website:
freeland.oxon.sch.uk.
With all best wishes,
Matthew Coolin

Freeland CE Primary School

We are looking for volunteers within the local community to help
us at our weekly Forest School sessions every Monday
afternoon 12:30-3:00pm in Broadmarsh Woods at the end of
Parklands.
We have a qualified Forest School leader and a member of
school staff who lead the sessions but need regular volunteers
who are willing to support the children with lots of exciting
activities such as den building, knot tying, fire lighting, whittling
and playing games.
No experience is needed, just a sense of adventure and
enjoyment of the great outdoors. If you can offer either a weekly
commitment or can help some sessions over the academic
year, please contact our administrator on 01993 881707 or
email office.3208@freeland.oxon.sch.uk

The Catholic Church of St Peter, Eynsham
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland,
Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton
Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our
Priest. All are welcome.
Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and
Sunday 10:00am
The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive
enquiries by phone on 01865 881613
or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
Please check the website or call Fr Mark for information
regarding issues caused by the pandemic.
Address: Abbey
Street,
Eynsham
Phone:881613
Website: stpeterseynsham.org.uk

OX29

4HR

Farmers Market at Freeland CE Primary School
Sunday 26 September
10:00am-1:00pm
We expect to host: Moore & Lyon Meats, Tess' Brilliant Tray
Bakes, Poulton Hill Wines, Chillies 2U, Freeland Lamb, Well
Preserved Jams & Chutneys, The Mighty Pie Company,
Team Tea, Carla’s Vegetarian Foods, Smorgas Tarta
(Swedish Cuisine), Bibury Trout Farm, Asian Foods &
Chutneys, Knead Bakehouse, Stroopwaffles, Flamingo
Paperie, Plant Stall, Chocolate Stall, plus others. The next
Market will be Sunday 31 October at Freeland CE Primary
School
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HNRN trial
wildflower border in
Millwood End in all
its glory

Hanborough Nature Recovery Network
Open Afternoon
Sunday 12 September 2021 1:00-4:00pm
The Pavilion, Long Hanborough
Find out how HNRN are working towards improving our environment and increasing biodiversity.
Information and activities include how to plant wildflower verges (like the one in the photo), protect our hedgehogs, enjoy our
hedgerows, support our local bird population and much more.
Activities for all ages to enjoy and appreciate our wonderfully diverse local environment.
Let’s work together to protect and enhance our environment for the benefit of all.
See our Facebook page for regular updates. Search Hanborough Nature Recovery Network.
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1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout
Group
Matthew Ruddle
We’re looking forward to getting the
groups back together after the summer
holidays, with new Beavers joining us
for the first time, as well as members
moving up to Cubs, Scouts and
Explorers, respectively.
We even have a camp planned for the
first weekend in September, which was
postponed from July. All being well, the
camp will go ahead at Youlbury, just
outside of Oxford. For some of our
members, this will be their first ever
Scouts camp, as we haven’t been able
to run any since before March 2020.
Everyone is very excited!
Before the summer break, our Scouts
had a wonderful time gliding with Oxford
Gliding Club, which is based at Westonon-the-Green. Paul Trimble, the Scouts
leader said,
“I had been thinking about trying
to organise gliding for this age
group for a number of years.
Knowing that young people can
go solo at the age of 14, I
anticipated that it would be a
great adventurous activity but
also one that would help Scouts
develop the confidence to
confront their personal fears and
challenge themselves. Some
were cool anyway, but others
really stepped up and showed
huge personal strength and
courage. Adapting the activity
and ensuring all of the controls
required to run a safe activity
under both Covid-19 guidelines
and the Scouts Association
guidelines was challenging, but
luckily there is a lot of guidance
from the Scouts Association, and
with the help of the adventurous
permit scheme and an engaged
District commissioner, we ran a
great event!”
Massive thanks to Paul for organising
such an amazing activity, and many
thanks also to Oxford Gliding Club for
accommodating us so brilliantly.
As we start this new term, now is the
perfect opportunity for you to get
involved! We really need more
volunteer leaders to help us provide fun
activities for our members. It won’t
always be as amazing as gliding, but
you will find it rewarding and it’s
definitely a wonderful investment in
yourself!
Send
an
email
to
gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to find out how
you can support us.
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Finding it hard to stay afloat?
HWT trustees are very aware that there may be
some people in need as a result of the
Coronavirus pandemic, and requests are
invited at this time to cover emergencies by any
individuals or families who live in Hanborough
and may consider themselves and their need
appropriate. Please do so by contacting either
Gill Breakspear on
gillbreakspear@btinternet.com or
Rev Nigel Knights Johnson on
nigelknightsjohnson@gmail.com. If you do not
have access to email or the internet, then
please ring on 01993 359572.

Woodstock & District
u3a
Chris Sladen
Woodstock University of the 3rd Age's monthly
speaker meetings continued in July (still
courtesy of Zoom) with a presentation by
author, raconteur and 'semi-retired teacher' Jeff
Rozelaar, who treated us to a lightning tour of
memories of the '60s, swinging or otherwise.
Following up his earlier work on wartime
childhood in the East End of London (described
in his book “Bagels and Bacon”), Jeff turned to
his experience of higher education and the
Swinging Sixties, including his time at a north of
England university. Life in student lodgings
introduced him both to the products of English
public schools and to previously unknown
gastronomic treats such as Yorkshire pudding
served with jam. Swinging more widely around
'60s Britain, Jeff also reminded us of the series
of seriously cold winters in the early part of that
decade, during one of which, he recalled, a
car–maybe one of those new-fangled Minis?–
being driven over the frozen Thames near Folly
Bridge.
No speaker meeting is scheduled for August,
but on the 18th, members were promised a
garden party at which they may enjoy (sociably
distanced, of course) 'fabulous cakes and
punch'. Speaker meetings then pick up again
on 7 September with a presentation on the work
of
the
Commonwealth
War
Graves
Commission.
Details of all Branch activities, can be found at
u3asites.org.uk/woodstock.
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Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland
The churches of Hanborough and
Freeland were reopened for worship on 27
June 2021. From the beginning of
September 2021, the church will be open
daily during the week for private prayer and
for those who simply wish to visit this
beautiful medieval church building.
All are welcome of course to join us for our
10:00am Sunday morning services. At St
Peter and St Paul Church Hanborough, St
Mary the Virgin Freeland and Christ
Church Long Hanborough, there will be a
10:00am service every week, and
everyone from our community is invited to
join us on this new adventure. You can see
a video on our website in which the new
service patterns and the thinking behind
them are presented by the clergy and
wardens. St Mary the Virgin Freeland is
also
open
for
private
prayer
9:00am-5:00pm throughout the week.

Letter from
Our Curate

“For in six days the Lord made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, but he rested on the
seventh day. Therefore, the Lord blessed
the Sabbath day and made it holy ”

On the Particulars of Christ Church,
Long Hanborough and St Peter & Paul

(Exodus 20:11)

The congregation which used to meet in
the Manor School has moved to Christ
Church (on Main Road opposite the Old
Doctors’ Surgery). You are warmly invited
to join us for worship on Sundays at
10:00am. Children and young people are
always welcome, and some weeks they
also meet in their own groups: Wayfarers
(3-11 yrs) and Focus (11-16 yrs).
On the 5th Sundays of the month, all our
churches meet together for worship at St
Peter & Paul, Church Hanborough.

New to the Village?
If you have just recently moved into the
Hanboroughs and have not yet received a
Welcome Pack, do please let us know. This
is a scheme run by the Hanborough
Churches, and the pack contains
information with contact numbers about
things that go on in the villages and a map
to help you find your way around.
Similarly if a new family has arrived near
you, we would love to welcome them and
give them a Welcome Pack.
So please do get in touch!
Please contact:
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
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ear friends,
Here we are it’s the summer
holidays, hallelujah! With the
pandemic restrictions beginning to lift
and after a very busy and at times
stressful 18 months or so, many of us
are now able to take a break.
However, after such a busy time,
sometimes it can be difficult to slow
down for a variety of reasons.
Therefore, this month not only do I
want to encourage us all to take a
break over the summer, if possible,
but I also want to encourage us all to
build rest and relaxation into the longterm rhythms of our lives for the
following reasons.

Rev Mike
Madden

Even God needed to rest after
creating the heavens and earth. If it is
okay for God to have a rest after
creating the heavens and the earth, it
is okay for each one of us to build rest
and relaxation into our lives too.
God loves us for who we are, not
what we do. Sometimes we need to
remind ourselves that as important as
personal productivity and success
might be, quite simply, God loves us
for who we are because we are his
children.
Take the opportunity to evaluate
priorities. Taking a break over the
summer allows us to step away from
the business of everyday life, take
stock and, if necessary, re-order our
priorities, re-focusing on what is
important to us.
People are important. By taking time
to rest and relax both over the
summer and in our regular weekly
routines, we can also create the
opportunities to spend time with
family and friends.
Therefore, my prayer is that not only
will each one of us get the opportunity
to take a break over the next few
months to wind down, take stock and
recharge our batteries, but we shall
also receive wisdom from God in
order to develop a rhythm of life that
works for each of us in the future.
Blessings,
Rev Mike

Local Playwright Raymond Hopkins

R

aymond Hopkins passed away
aged 77 after a short illness.
Raymond was born in 1943 in
Long Hanborough, a village that
he loved and lived in all of his life.
He started out as a TV engineer
working for Russell Acotts in
Oxford before setting up his own
television hire company, Pinsley
Television, in and around Oxford.
He was a great family man, being
married to the late Jacky Hopkins
for 50 years and was father to
daughter Katy and son Jason. He
was grandfather to Martha, Hugo,
Jade and Jasmin, being a great
role model and influence for them.
He had a passion for motorbikes
and was riding up until last year,
mainly to his favourite place,
Boscombe. In his later life, he
found a talent for play-writing, and
although he had no formal literary
training, he used this talent to
raise funds for MS Research, a
cause close to his heart. He was
prolific in his play writing and
penned ten romantic comedy
plays in his ‘Love’ series and
donated all his royalties to the MS
charity.
His
plays
found

Last year’s Oxfordshire Historic Churches
Trust Ride and Stride raised £108,000, in spite
of Covid restrictions. SS Peter & Paul, Church
Hanborough and the Methodist Church, Long
Hanborough have received grants in the past.
Please note this year’s event in your diary and
begin thinking about taking part, either visiting
churches or sponsoring striders. Sponsor
forms may be downloaded from ohct.org.uk/
ride-and-stride/
Use online money raising platform Virgin
Money Giving, for which there is a link on the
website.
On the day, due to Covid restrictions, not all
churches will be open, so remember to bring
your own pen to sign the register of visitors.
John Fox

considerable success, being
staged all over the UK, reaching
as far as Europe, Australia and
New Zealand. Raymond made
every effort to visit the venues in
which his plays were being
performed to express his gratitude
to the groups for staging them and
raising funds. This was always
well received and appreciated by
casts and audiences alike.
Raymond’s writing was once
compared
with
the
great
playwright, Ray Cooney, both
having hilarious plots with twists
and turns in each play. Raymond’s
characters were drawn from
everyday situations and given a
witty, earthy dialogue to perform.
He was a great supporter of
amateur dramatics and took a
great interest in and enjoyed
watching amateur plays and
pantomimes. Raymond was
unassuming and hated the
limelight, but behind his reticence
was a comic genius, a friend to
many, always willing and
generous. He will be sorely
missed.

Deliveries to The Porch will resume in
September. Sincere thanks to those who
have supported the charity so reliably and
thoughtfully over the last year. There is
room for more contributors, especially as
winter is approaching, so if you are able to
contribute a little fresh fruit and/or biscuits
and cakes, please leave in the porch of
Rowan Cottage, 7 Millwood End on a
Friday evening or early Saturday morning.
I have tried to be more organised, so here
are the dates until Christmas. Let’s hope
this works! Deliveries will be on 4 & 18
September, 2 & 23 October, 6 & 27
November, and 4 & 18 December.
Thank you all again, Deborah Balding
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Memories Wanted: What Can You Remember about the Roman Villa?

Matthew Lee
North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteer

The North Leigh Roman Villa mosaics will be open
again on the weekend of 11 & 12 September
11:00am-5:00pm. There will be talks about Roman
coins and a chance to get up close to the mosaic:
email CLEAN to nlrvvols@gmail.com for your
chance to join the English Heritage conservation
team cleaning the mosaic–a great opportunity to
create a very special memory of your visit.
But what is your earliest memory of visiting North
Leigh Roman Villa? The North Leigh Roman Villa
Volunteers are trying to piece together the 200year history of the site as a visitor attraction.
Do you remember paying 50p to see the mosaic
back in the 1980s? Did you attend the Roman reenactment held on site in 1990? How far back do
your family memories stretch? Although the site
remained open, from the early '90s until 2019 the
mosaic was locked away. Since then, the
volunteer group has helped over 2,200 visitors to
see the beautiful Roman floor.
The very first account of the villa was published by
Henry Hakewill following his 1813-16 excavations
of the site. Blenheim Estate gamekeepers and

their families were among those living in the
Cottage beside the villa in Victorian times, while
throughout the 19th century the roof of the mosaic
house was made of thatch.
In the years leading up to World War II, the bath
suite and other foundations that are on display
today were covered over, with a shed erected on
top of them–and to visit the mosaic would have
cost you 3d. Have you been told about
excavations on the site back in the 1960s or
earlier?
Please email nlrvvols@gmail.com or post your
recollections on Twitter @villa_north. Or come
along on 11 or 12 September and tell one of the
volunteers what you recall.
For more details about openings and access to the
site (which can be arduous if you have mobility
issues), please visit english-heritage.org.uk/
visit/places/north-leigh-roman-villa
Follow us on Twitter @villa_north
To join Friends of North Leigh Roman Villa or
arrange
a
special
opening,
email
nlrvvols@gmail.com
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Hanborough Pre-School
H
Est. 1965

Charity No 304309

anborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at
Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy
place welcoming children from 2-5 years of age.
Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for
children aged three years or over and 15 hours for some
two-year-old children–please do not hesitate to request
information regarding this. We provide a safe and
friendly environment for children to learn through play
with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The
sessions run from Monday to Thursday during school
term time starting with the morning session
8:45-11:45am, the lunchtime session where children
can stay and have lunch is 11:45am-12:15pm and the
afternoon session is 12:15-3:15pm. Fridays, PreSchool finishes at 11:45am. We also run Forest School
sessions on Friday mornings, where the children have
the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.
Term 1 starts on Thursday 2 September 2021. Starting
dates info has been emailed out to parents.
We are looking forward to seeing all of our children back
after the summer break and also welcoming new
children as they join us to begin their Pre-School
journey together. Over the summer, staff have been
working hard to redesign our outside area so that it is
more usable in all weathers and provides a fantastic
learning environment. A special thank you must be
given to Charlotte for overseeing the whole project and
ensuring that all of the different parts of the build could
be completed. We really appreciate all your hard work,
and we are sure the children will do as well. We must
also thank Jamie Berry for all his help with ground work
and installing all the new fencing for this fantastic
project.
September marks the beginning of the new Early Years
Foundation Stage, which is focusing on Pre-Schools
giving children more interactions with adults to support
their communication and language skills. It puts a
stronger emphasis on the importance of the children
learning through focused rich and varied activities,
using many different learning environments to expand
their experiences. The outdoor area is an essential
teaching and learning area and will be a crucial
investment as we support our children’s development
but also try and remain safe and healthy in the following
school year.
New Fees with effect from September 2021: Morning
(8:45-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15-3:15pm)
are £18 per session. Lunchtime sessions (Monday to
Thursday inc 11:45am-12:15pm) are £3 per session.
We are now full from September 2021 and now have a
waiting list for spaces should they come up. September
2022 is also filling up, so do please contact us to
register a place. Email us for copies of our prospectus
on pre-school@gmx.com, or you can download one
from our website.
Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be
updated on future events and news. You can also visit
our
website
for
more
information:
hanboroughpreschool.co.uk
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit,
email longhanborough.preschool@gmail.com or call our
mobile at the pavilion (07770 687782) during session
times.
Administration:
Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017
where we were rated GOOD
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Freeland District
Girlguiding
Covering the villages of
Freeland, Long Hanborough &
North Leigh

L

ong Hanborough Rainbows,
Brownies and Guides units
will start back again 14
September, details of the date
and program will already have
been emailed out to parents
and put on our Facebook
pages. Those on the waiting list
have been contacted to advise
if we have a place in
September available, or if not,
when a place is likely.
We are hoping to be able to
open up the units now to more
girls as social distancing and
mask wearing requirements
have eased; we will continue to
assess the situation, revise and

adapt our risk assessments in
line with government and
Girlguiding
guidelines
as
necessary.
If you are interested in
registering your daughter to join
guiding for the first time, to go
on our waiting lists, then please
visit enquiryym.girlguiding.
org.uk/.
Finally, we cannot run our units
without adult volunteers, so if
you are interested in helping in
any of our units, please do
contact
us
at:
freelanddistrictguiding@btinter
net.com or phone Wendy on
01993 883120 for more info.
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It’s Open Doors
At the Oxford Bus & Morris Motors
Museums

T

he Covid-shortened season is nearing its
end, but we still have two events left for
September.
On Saturday 11 September, we shall take
part in the national Open Doors Day by
running our buses 10:00am-4:00pm in
central Oxford, giving free rides round the
city. The service will not be as frequent as in
past years because we have a shortage of
drivers. Is there anyone with PSV and HGV
licences who is prepared to help?
On Sunday 19 September, we are holding a
Morris Motor and Classic Cars Day. In
addition to our own collection of Morris cars,
we are inviting owners of both Morris and
other makes of classic cars to bring their
vehicles. Owners wishing to attend should
contact Paul Statham whose email address
is rp_statham@yahoo.co.uk. Volunteers
and owners will be on hand to talk about the
cars.
In August, we had a successful Military
Event with a field gun, several jeeps, and
army lorries. Visitors could sit in the pilot’s
seat of the helicopter and have the controls
explained to them. The second platoon of
The Oxford Home Guard paraded up and
down the yard in their period army uniforms,
rifles and gas masks. Volunteers from the
RAF and the Soldiers of Oxfordshire
Museum manned stalls. About 250 visitors
came to the event and had a great, goodvalue day out.
Sadly, fewer members of the public came to
the two Historic Cycle Days. The silver lining
was that this allowed the museum
volunteers to try out the novelty bikes. One
had trick handlebars, so when you turn the
handlebars to the left, the bike goes right.
Even when you know this, it is difficult to
steer in a straight line. The hub on the back
wheel of another bike was not in the centre,
so the whole back went up and down as you
pedalled along. As you might guess, the
American bike was enormous.
When no one was looking, your contributor
tried the small penny farthing and
discovered that getting on using the flange
was not as difficult as expected–but
stopping and dismounting was a different
matter!
September is the last month when we run
free historic bus rides for visitors on the first
and third Sundays in the month at 12:15 and
2:45pm until summer 2022, but the museum
will continue to be open on Wednesdays
and Sundays throughout the winter.
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Hanborough Mini Libraries
W

e now have two mini libraries up and running in the
village and getting lots of interest and support. One is
on the fence by the parking area at Hanborough
Meadows Pre-school on the Vanbrugh Meadows estate.
The other is beside the green area at Hurdeswell.
Please take as many books as you like and add books.
There is no need to return books to the cabinet unless you
wish to. Any large numbers of books that are too many to fit
on the shelves, please contact me, Lucy Tritton at
lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk. We are looking for
paperback fiction, crime, historical, sci-fi and children’s
books and books must be in good condition, particularly the
children’s book. There isn’t a huge amount of room for
hardbacks, so please keep those donations to a minimum.
The library will be checked every week, and photos of what
is available will be posted on the mini library Facebook
page. Search for Hanborough Mini Libraries. If you would
like to join a small group of volunteers who check the
libraries, please get in touch at the email above or message
directly on Facebook. We hope to be able to install a final
mini library later in the year.

H
September
Margaret Lang

ello readers. Sadly the weather is still
unpredictable but okay. We have
enjoyed August by firstly visiting the
Flower Farm, Green and Gorgeous and
seeing fields of beautiful dahlias,
hydrangeas and many other annual flowers.
Our social event went well too, and we had
a truly happy day. The teas, coffees and
nibbles went down extremely well. We had
a quiz and a Ready Steady Arrange
competition between myself and our
chairman Ann, which was great fun. It was a
very friendly battle. Members were also
asked to bring along an arrangement in a
decorated 400g tin. The result was great–
every one of them so different.
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For our September meeting, we are looking
into maybe starting back at the Clubhouse,
but at this moment in time, I am not able to
say whether it will happen or not. It will
hopefully be a members’ night with six of
them doing one of their favourite
arrangements in front of club members. In
October and November, we will be back on
Zoom, so news of them next time. If you
have a moment or two, please have a look
on our Berks, Bucks & Oxon Area website
bbandoflowers.org where you can see lots
of interesting things–Clubs’ news, events,
photographs, etc. Also, if you would like to
know more about us, please contact Ann on
07701 000977.

Hanborough Allotment Association

No. 37

September to October

A

s August runs its course, a hint of
autumn can already be felt. The
nights begin to shorten, and
though it is often still warm enough to
sit out in the evening, we know it won’t
be long before the leaves start turning
and Keats’s “Season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness” will be with us.
Autumn is a beautiful season with its
own "music" that is absolutely as
lovely as spring. For allotmenteers,
many think of it as the start of the new
gardening year, as this is the time
when they review the successes and
failures of the year just gone and begin
to make plans for the seasons ahead.
However, before getting out the
catalogues and seriously into planning
and ordering, there is still a lot to do.
This year has been a frustrating one
weather-wise. It hasn’t been an early
harvesting season, but things did put
on a bit of spurt as the weeks passed.
By now, both onions and potatoes
need to be out of the soil if you haven’t
done it already. If you are not sure how
to store them, onions need to be kept
in the light, whereas potatoes need to
be stored in the dark to prevent them
from turning green. Both, however,
have to be stored somewhere cool and
dry where the frost can’t get them.
Given temperatures are clearly rising
across the globe, frost may not seem
to be much of a risk, but beware,
climate change is not an orderly
process; it throws up curve balls and
extremes. It is completely possible that
by mid to late October frost will sneak
up in and lay its icy breath across the
land, so it is best to be prepared with
fleece and cloches.
Courgettes and marrows are another
crop that needs to be harvested by the
end of September, as will outdoor
tomatoes if they have survived the
blight (Phytophthora infestans)–a
recurring problem on our allotments.
As they have extra protection,
tomatoes in the greenhouse are less
susceptible to blight and will go on for
longer. If you have them, remove any
green tomatoes and place them in a

drawer or shoebox to ripen. Harvest
summer squashes when the fruit is still
quite small. For winter squashes,
(those grown for use during the winter
months) let the fruit mature on the
plant and remove before the first frost.
Cut them from their vines carefully,
leaving two inches of stem attached if
possible and store in a cool, dry place.
Leaving some stem is important to
prevent rotting.
As you go round the plot, dig up and
compost any vegetable plants that
have finished their season, and if they
are disease free, compost them. Pick

out any weed plants as you go and
dispose of them–don’t compost them,
as weed seeds will be spring into life
and flourish when the compost is
spread on the plot. As the saying goes
"one
year
seeding
is
seven
years weeding"!
The Association welcomes new
members. If you have a plot on
Cemetery Allotments and you would
like to join the Association, just email
hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.co
m. If you would like to rent an
allotment,
contact
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com

West Oxon Wills & Probate. Lasting
Powers of Attorney, Property Trusts, PrePaid Funeral Plans, Equity Release.
Free
advice.
Phone
or
Home
appointments. 01993220281 07769730616
westoxonwills@uwclub.net
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EST SINCE 1994.

PROFESSIONALWINDOW CLEANING
&
CARPET CLEANING
FULLY INSURED
millbrookservices1@gmail.com
TEL: 01235 511541 MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE
Visit our webpage to view all other services:

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk

JPHeating
Gas • Oil • LPG
Boiler replacements
New heating systems & upgrades
Controls
Boiler breakdowns
Air source heat pumps
Service & maintenance
Domestic & Commercial

01865 864697

07809 204444

info@jpheating.co.uk / www.jpheating.co.uk

T

he Lower Windrush Choral Society
is on the move. The Choir was
formed in 1991 and since then has
sung a wide range of choral works
from early and baroque music through
to classical and contemporary works.
Originally, most members came from
the villages of the Lower Windrush
area, but now our singers now come
from considerably further afield,
including Long Hanborough and
Bladon.
So, now we are moving or rehearsals
to Witney Congregational Church.
We perform two or three concerts a
year in local venues under the
direction of our professional Music
Director, Terry McNamara.
We currently have about 50 members,
and although we will remain a
relatively small and intimate choir, we
would welcome more singers. There
are no auditions. The choir’s repertoire

involves singing in four parts, so an
ability to read music is very desirable,
but you don’t need to be able to sightsing. To help you learn your part
between rehearsals, links to online
aids are provided.
We hold rehearsals on Monday
evenings 8:00-9:30. During lockdown,
we continued to meet via Zoom, but
we are really looking forward to
returning to in-person rehearsals
starting on 6 September in Witney in
the spacious and airy sanctuary of the
Congregational Church, Welch Way.
OX28 6JF.
We take our music seriously, but we
don't take ourselves too seriously.
To find out more about us, either to
sing with us or to learn about our
forthcoming concerts, please visit our
website lowerwindrush.org.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Registered Charity Number: 1152661
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“W

hat a beautiful day for a village fete,” said Edith Langford, looking around happily.
The village green, transformed by bunting and brightly-coloured stalls, was filled
with cheerful crowds enjoying themselves and trying not to trip over the children
zipping around at incredible speeds. The church choir, led by the indomitable Lady Elrington,
filled the air with pretty, if slightly old-fashioned melodies, none-of-that-jazz-thank-you being
Lady Elrington’s general approach to music. Even the rain clouds had been kind enough to
stay away.
Edith and Miss Mallowby, as the most junior members of the Women’s Institute, were in
Part One
charge of the tea and cake stall.
“Don’t you think it’s lovely?” Edith asked.
Daria Davis
Miss Mallowby, who was surreptitiously reading a penny dreadful under the table, made no
reply.
Knowing better than to interrupt her friend whilst the hero was in grave difficulties over being
tied up and lowered into the villain’s shark tank–or was it a lava pit this time?–Edith turned
her attention to people watching. Constable Horn was wheeling a giant pumpkin to the prize vegetable stall, wearing the
resolute air of a champion with a title to defend. Suddenly, a man in a dark coat lurched out in front of the wheelbarrow, almost
knocking it over. Edith could see the constable waving his fist and shouting, but the man didn’t seem to care. He stumbled away,
almost collided with the vicar, and disappeared into the crowd.
Poor Reverend Tuttle! thought Edith. The vicar looked positively shocked. It certainly seemed like the stranger had been
drinking and was out to cause trouble.
Constable Horn must have thought the same, because he gingerly set down his pumpkin and trundled off after the mystery
man. Immediately, two small boys materialised near the wheelbarrow and started climbing it.
“Hold the fort a minute,” Edith told Miss Mallowby, and marched over to the scene of the impending pumpkin tragedy. Seeing
their teacher on the warpath, the boys immediately scampered off.
“That was a close one,” she remarked to Reverend Tuttle.
“What? Oh, yes, quite.” Edith got the feeling he hadn’t really heard her.
Constable Horn appeared from behind the fortune-teller’s tent and motioned them over.
“I hope everything’s all right,” Edith murmured. But she could tell from the look on his face that it wasn’t. As they rounded the
corner of the tent, she was not surprised at what she saw. The man in the dark coat lay crumpled on the grass, completely still.
“I’m afraid,” said Constable Horn in his most conspiratorial whisper, which actually carried quite a weight. “That the poor chap’s
dead.”
“Not murdered!” exclaimed the vicar. Edith and the constable stared at him.
“I wonder you should say that, sir,” said the constable slowly. “You didn’t think for instance he’d been taken ill?”
The vicar turned pink.
“It’s just that these things happen so often at village fetes…” he murmured. He took off his glasses and began to polish them
nervously. Something was clearly wrong, but what, Edith could not imagine. The idea of this quiet, scholarly clergyman having
something to do with a suspicious death seemed outrageous.
“I’ll have to telephone the station,” said the constable. “And we’ll need to keep everyone away until the doctor and D.S.
Anderson arrive.”
“We can help,” said Edith.
Madame Zara–in real life, Mrs. Trent the charwoman–poked her head out of the tent.
“What’s going on, then?” she demanded.
“Nothing to concern yourself with, ma’am.” The constable assumed his most official tone. “Just an unfortunate accident.”
“Not another murder!” wailed Mrs. Trent. “Can’t have a village fete in peace, we can’t.”
“Mrs. Trent, please—”
“What’s going on?” demanded a passerby.
“Not Mrs. Trent being arrested?” said another.
“Well, she ought to be,” said a peevish female voice, “for lying to the public. Tall dark stranger indeed.”
Constable Horn wiped his brow and advanced on the gathering crowd, urging them to mind their business. It was then that Edith
glanced back towards the body and gasped. The vicar was crouching by the victim, for all the world looking like he was
searching his pockets. Suddenly he straightened up, clutching something in his right hand. His eyes met Edith’s, and he hastily
stuffed the thing in his coat pocket.
“Reverend Tuttle,” said Edith in her sternest teacher’s voice. “What is going on?”
The vicar hesitated, looking like he might make a run for it, then deflated.
“I’m afraid I can’t tell you,” he said, glancing to where the constable was still occupied with curious onlookers. “I’m in a dreadful
bind, really. I can’t betray a confidence, and yet I can’t lie to the police.” He shook his head and looked down at the dead man.
“They certainly didn’t cover this in the seminary.”
“You just tampered with evidence,” Edith pointed out. “Surely you can explain why you did that? Because if not, Constable Horn
might think you had something to do with the murder.”
“Goodness, you don’t think—!” He looked more startled than ever. “But that’s not it at all. You see, I had to— It’s a matter of
great urgency— But I can’t tell you. I simply can’t.”
“Because this man came to you for confession,” she guessed. “And you are bound as a clergyman not to reveal what he said.”
He nodded gratefully.
“That’s exactly it. He wasn’t contemplating a crime or anything like that. Then my duty would be clear, and I could go to the
police. But as things stand…” He trailed off, looking defeated.
“You could still bring a murderer to justice. Wouldn’t the victim have wanted that?” She frowned, trying to put the pieces together.
“Vicar, you are an extremely honest person. The only reason you’d take something from this man’s pockets is if he’d asked you
to. Perhaps he was protecting whatever the thing is? And that’s why he was killed? Ah!” she added, seeing from his expression
that she was right. “And you feel you can’t trust anyone with this information? He told you that secrecy was of the greatest
importance?”
The vicar nodded solemnly.
“I think, Miss Langford, that I can trust you with the truth.”
He put his hand in his pocket and took out a crumpled piece of paper.
“That poor man came to the church yesterday and asked for confession. He didn’t give his name. All he would say was that he
was being pursued, and that this piece of paper was what they were after. He told me his life was in danger.” The vicar sighed.

The Paper
Chase
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“I suppose I didn’t quite believe him. After the war, so many chaps had shell shock, and I wondered, you know… But it turns out
he was telling the truth.”
“Who was supposed to be after him?” Edith asked.
“That’s the fantastic bit. He said they were foreign agents, and that the fate of Britain depended on this paper. It was like
something out of a book.”
“Foreign spies? In Longborough?”
“Exactly. You can see why I was sceptical. But now I wish I’d done more to help!”
“I’m sure you did all you could,” Edith said gently. “What is this piece of paper that the fate of the nation is supposed to depend
on?”
The vicar unfolded the paper in his hand, and together they peered at it.
“But it’s just a receipt from Mrs. Benson’s shop!” Edith exclaimed. “Do you think it’s some sort of code?”
“I have no idea. If it weren’t for the poor chap lying dead right here, I would have said it was a hoax, or a delusion.”
“One thing’s
for certain,”
said
firmly.Blanket
“We have
to 2021.qxp_Layout
go to the police with
this.”
W063-02
How SafeEdith
is your
Electric
Flyer
1 02/06/2021
08:35 Page 1
Reverend Tuttle hesitated again.
“He said to trust no one…”
“Can you honestly picture Constable Horn as a foreign spy?” Edith smiled. “You might as well suspect Mrs. Lundy. Or me!”
“I know it seems fantastic,” agreed the vicar. “But there’s one more thing he told me. He was certain that someone in the village
would be after him, but he had to be at the fete today to meet his contact.”
“So someone here is one of our spies?”
“Exactly. And someone else is one of theirs.”
“Can you guess which one I am?” said a voice behind them.

HOW SAFE IS YOUR

ELECTRIC BLANKET?
ELECTRIC BLANKET
CHECKS IN OXFORDSHIRE
Your safety is most important to us.
Due to Covid uncertainty we will test
your blanket but you will not be able
to visit the test venue.
We will collect your blanket from your
house, take it to be tested and then return
it to your house (we will post you a plastic
bag and label prior to our collection).

TESTING IN OXFORDSHIRE

20-24 SEPTEMBER 2021
4-8 OCTOBER 2021
BOOKING INFORMATION:
To book your collection call 01865 895999 Option
Or email: communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Hanborough Nature Recovery Network

September Report

W

e have lots to discuss this
month. We have a detailed
report on our wildflower
verge trial in Millwood End, which
has been a huge success. Find
out how you can do the same with
step-by-step guidance. We are
planning a HNRN open afternoon
on
12
September
2021
2:00-4:00pm at the Pavilion. See
page 25 for more details.
We are pleased to announce a
winner of our 1-Metre Challenge
and that is Jenny Wilkinson from
Vanbrugh Meadows who has
transformed her bare border into
a very busy and productive one
with a pond and some lovely
flowers. We look forward to
seeing how this progresses and
what wildlife are attracted to her
garden, I am sure she will have
plenty and will provide a huge
amount
of
enjoyment.
Congratulations to Jenny.
On to verges
One of the things we have
noticed since we moved to the
village in 1989 is the declining
numbers of insects. Insects are
important as pollinators, but they
are also a food source for birds
and bats, so their declining
numbers has many knock-on
effects on other wildlife. We live in
Millwood End, and for many
years, we have mowed the four
verges near our house to keep
them neat and tidy for ourselves
and our immediate neighbours.
What we thought might work
would be to leave the curbside
grass mowed (for bin collection

days and people to get out of their
cars onto) and convert the other
half of the verges next to the
pavement
into
wildflower
‘meadows.
We began in May by discussing
this with our neighbours to see if
they were happy to try this
experiment out. They were all
very enthusiastic offered to help.
The key thing about planting
wildflower seed is that the ground
needs to be very low fertility. This
meant our first job was to remove
the turf and topsoil, and then dig
down to the subsoil that has a
distinctive orange/yellow colour.
Once we had the subsoil
exposed, we used garden rakes
to make a fine surface for sowing
onto, we sprinkled the seed and
watered it in. The first seedlings
appeared in about a week. The
initial warm weather and then rain
really boosted the seedlings’
growth.
We bought the seed from
‘Meadow in my Garden,’ a notfor-profit community interest
company. We chose a bee/
pollinator mix and a ladybird mix.
We put up a few temporary fence
posts and tape to stop the areas
being walked on or driven over.
We took those down in July when
the plants were filling the verges
and had got to a reasonable
height. We have experimented
with some short fence posts with
garden twine on some of the
verges to see if it helps preserve
the areas and provide some
support later in the season. Two
verges we have left with no post/
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twine, and we will see what works
best.
In September, when the plants
have gone to seed, they will be
cut and laid on the soil to release
their seeds. As we used a mixture
of perennials and annuals, they
should keep on coming back
each year, and no doubt, local
wildflowers will also begin to
move in too. We will plant yellow
rattle seeds along the boundary
between the wildflowers and the
grass verges in the autumn, as
this will suppress the grass and
stop it from invading the
wildflower areas.
Making these wildflower verges
has been great fun, as all the
families who live next to the
verges helped. I want to say a
special thank you to Annabel for
helping from start to finish–she
was a real star. The verges began
flowering in June, and we are
really enjoying seeing new
species flowering practically
every day and there is an everincreasing range of colour. We
hope these verges makes a small
but positive difference to insect
numbers in Long Hanborough
and that you all enjoy them when
out for a walk.
If you are interested in playing an
active role in HNRN or just want
to find out more information,
please do contact us.
Penelope Marcus
Lucy Tritton
penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com
lucy.tritton@hanboroughpc.gov.uk

We would love to hear from you.

The HPFA invites you to:-

“Party at the Pav”
11th September

Beer & Gin Festival
Real Ales
FREE entry for all
Gin Tent
3pm till 11pm
Stroopwaffle
LIVE MUSIC Burgers & Dogs
Bouncey Castle

Appointments can now be booked online at:
siblingshairdressing.co.uk/booking
Follow us on social media:
SiblingsHairdressing
SiblingsHairdressing1

Find us:
127 Main Road, Long Hanborough
Witney, OX29 8JX
Contact us:
Info@siblingshairdressing.co.uk
01993 880280
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Eynsham Medical Group News as of 17 August 2021

Eynsham
Medical
Group
Updates

Flu Vaccinations and Covid Updates
Our flu booking line will go live from 1 September 2021.
The line will be staffed 9:00am-2:00pm Monday-Friday, and the number is 01993 880786.
Appointments will also be available to book online. There will be two separate types of clinic for
the different age groups
50-64 and 65+
When booking online, please check that you are booking into the correct clinic for your age group.
If you book an appointment at the incorrect clinic, we will unfortunately not be able to administer
your vaccination, and you will need to reschedule your appointment. Clinics will be clearly
labelled on our online booking system. Flu vaccinations will be available to anyone over the age
of 50 in England. No clinics will be added to our system until1 September, so patients will be
unable to book in before then.
At the time of going to press, we are awaiting information regarding Covid booster vaccinations.
We have also set up a vaccination query email address to go live on 1 September 2021, for both
flu and Covid vaccination queries. It is occg.emg.vaccine.enquiries@nhs.net
We ask that any questions you have about flu or Covid vaccinations are directed to this email
address. Patient Care Advisors (PCA) will be unable to take vaccination queries over the
telephone. In the case of a patient without an email and needing to make an enquiry, our PCAs
will be happy to send an email on their behalf and contact the enquirer by another method once
an answer is obtained.
How to Prove Your Covid-19 Vaccination Status
There have been a lot of requests from patients about how to prove their Covid-19 vaccination
status for travelling abroad.
If you have a smartphone, tablet or a web browser, you can access your Covid-19 status through
the free NHS App now. Proof of your Covid-19 vaccination status is within the NHS App and also
within your Patient Access App if you have one.
If you are not already registered for the NHS App, then why not take a look the video which is at
youtube.com/watch?v=Q0SCcLtw8JA.
You might find this helpful, as it talks through the process of registering.
If you don’t have access to a smartphone but still need evidence of your Covid-19 vaccination
status, then you can call the NHS Covid Helpline on 119 and ask for a letter to be posted to you.
This must be at least five days after you have completed your course of the vaccine. There is
more about demonstrating your Covid-19 vaccination status on the government website at
gov.uk/guidance/nhs-covid-pass

HANDY MAN SERVICE
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower
resealants
Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs &
carpentry
CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or
Email: dasdecandbuild@gmail.com

Reduce the Speed Limit on Lower Road Update
Early Breakthrough! OCC has been successful in sourcing funding to undertake the
options appraisal and feasibility design work for the cycle route between Salt Cross Garden
Village and Hanborough Station. The speeding issues along the road will be picked up as
part of this work. Traffic and speed surveys will be undertaken in early September.
chng.it/hvRBq6HB
Dr Lidia Arciszewska, Church Hanborough resident
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September
5th

10:00am
Mr Andrew Maisey

12th

10:00am
Rev Charles Harris, Baptism

19th

10:00am
Rev Ian Worrall, Holy Communion

26th

10:00am
Mr Ian Prince

Young Church meets at 10:00am, sharing a
short time of worship in church before
leaving for their own activities in the hall.

Methodist Church

Long Hanborough Methodist Church
Women’s Fellowship Meet on the 2nd and
4th Thursdays of the month at 2:00pm.
All ladies welcome.
September
9th
Rev Charles Harris
23rd
Richard Bowler

We warmly welcome you to our Church
and pray you will find blessing in our
midst and leave with the love, joy and
peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ in
your heart. Long Hanborough Methodist
Church is once again available for
bookings as from September. Our
premises are disabled and dementia
friendly. For enquiries and bookings,
please contact Judy Haynes on 01993
882379.
If you have not been before and would
like to join us, please contact Nigel James
01993 881711 or
Gill Breakspear 01993 883914
We would love to welcome you.

We would warmly welcome any ladies who
would like to join our Fellowship, whether
regularly or occasionally.

The Churches in Hanborough will be
focusing some of their prayers on the
community and will be praying for a part of
the villages’ community each month. In
September the focus of prayer will be on
Abelwood Road, Brook Way, Evenload
Drive, Bolsover Close and Millwood Farm
Barns.

“The Lord Your God is
with you, He is mighty to
save, He will take great
delight in you, He will
quiet you with His love,
He will rejoice over you
with singing.”

If you enjoy word games but don't have
anyone to play them with, why don't you
come along to our Scrabble Group which
meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month
at Long Hanborough Methodist Church 2:004:00pm. We are a very friendly group and
have a lot of fun; we are not at all
competitive. The cost per session is £2.00,
including tea/coffee and a biscuit. Do come
and join us; you will be assured of a very
warm welcome.
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
Long Hanborough Methodist Church

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister,
please contact either:
Minister:
Rev. Fred Ireland
01993 867301
Associate Minister:
Rev. Charles Harris
01993 358707
Mobile: 07365325522

Zephaniah Ch 3 v 17
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Christmas Angels
The Christmas story is filled with angels bringing
messages. This Christmas, friends at the Methodist
Church plan to distribute knitted angels, each with a gift
tag with a Christmas message, around our village for the
young (and not so young) to find and take home.
If you are a knitter, please help us knit as many angels as
possible! The simple pattern can be found at
christmasangels.net. Alternatively, contact Annette
882833 for a printed copy.
Completed angels may be dropped off at any of the
following addresses:
61 Millwood End; 3 Shepherds Farm; 26 Hurdeswell; 26
Marlborough Crescent.
The angels will be displayed at our 6:00pm Candlelit Carol
Service on Sunday 19 December to which all are
welcome. Bright and early on a (dry!) day during that
week, they will shower our community with Christmas
greetings!

Village Voices Are
Back
Village Voices will be starting
again
on
Friday
10
September at 7:30pm in the
Methodist Church Hall. If you
would like to come along, we
will be delighted to see you.
We are a fun choir, of all
abilities, there are no
auditions, just come along
and sing for the joy of singing
with
others.
We
are
particularly short of male
voices, but all are welcome.
We look forward to seeing
you. Contact Gill 883914

Our
Associate
Minister
Rev Fred
Ireland

Dear friends,
At the time of writing, two things dominate
the news: huge fires in California and
Greece that has seen vast areas of forest
consumed by the flames along with
hundreds of properties. No doubt this has
also had its toll on life, human and the other
inhabitants of the woodlands.
The other headline is the report from the UN
which confirmed that climate change is
widespread, rapid and intensifying and its
caused by the human race.
The two are obviously related.
“Climate change is not a problem of the
future, it’s here and now and affecting every
region of the world,” said Dr Friedrike Otto,
one of its authors. The report warns that
unless we address the carbon released
around the world, extremes of weather will
result in increasing occurrence, along with
rising sea levels, with all the threats to life
these events could unleash.
Reading the media coverage there appears
a lot of finger pointing, especially at China,
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who is responsible for 27% of all global
emissions. Whilst that nation needs to
address this, it kind of misses the point. And
the point is this: whilst all nation states have
a responsibility to “clean up their act”, it’s
also down to every one of us to play our part
in living in an environmentally responsible
way.
Right now, I think this is a real challenge, as
we like to enjoy freedom to, for example,
travel as often and as far as we wish, not
thinking about our own carbon footprint. We
don’t very often consider the impact on the
world of the food we choose to eat, the cars
we buy, the way we heat our homes, etc.
Yet it is so important that we recognise our
responsibility to live in such a way that we
contribute to addressing this global crisis
and thus play our part in leaving this world
in as best condition as possible for our
grandchildren to inherit.
With kind regards,
Fred

Hanborough
Walking Group
We are a very friendly and informal group who
meet up on the third Sunday of the month and
walk for approximately two hours. Some walks
are local and some may be a short car ride
away. We do try to accommodate people’s
different expectations of walk length.

Sunday 19 September 6:00pm
Sunday 17 October 2:00pm
Sunday 21 November 2:00pm

WI

A

t last! Hanborough WI have met in the
recreation hall for the first time since March
2020. Twenty-five of us gathered for lots of
chat and catching up, a lighthearted quiz and
refreshments. It was so lovely to see everyone. An
added bonus was that we welcomed 5 new
members. Maybe you next month. Unfortunately,
not all members could attend, but hopefully in
September. In September, we are to have a
“Show and Tell,” so we are encouraged to bring
along what we have done through lockdown. Lots
of people I know were really busy doing all sorts
of crafts, so we are looking forward to a good
display. If you are interested in joining us on the
2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30pm, please
contact Pat Cottle President on 01993 881520 or
Liz Bowler Secretary on 01993 881058. Be
assured of a very warm welcome.
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Carol Bower

North Leigh History Society

N

orth Leigh History Society is back in business! After
over a year of waiting, we are starting our new
season of talks on Tuesday 7 September at
7:30pm. As there is clearly still some level of virus
around, we are moving to North Leigh Memorial Hall
(OX29 6SA), as this will allow easier social distancing
and greater spacing between chairs. At our first meeting,
Professor Laurence Brockliss will be giving a talk about
the life and death of Horatio Nelson. A year’s
membership is £18, or you can come as a visitor to any
one of our talks for £4. Further details are available from
Diana Power (01993 882301) or Robert Kyte
at kyterobert@gmail.com

A

fter a busy and blustery
August, it is now time to take
a breather from all the
summer activities and take up
the autumnal tasks such as
dividing perennials and ordering
spring flowering bulbs for the
next season. It is not too late to
take soft wood cuttings of tender
perennials such as fuchsias,
pelargoniums,
salvias
and
penstemons for overwintering
and planting out in the summer
2022.
The club had a relaxing meeting
at the Aston Pottery for coffee
and to admire the garden,
including the annual borders, the
dahlia garden and the hot bank
full of alstroemeria, dahlias and
salvias. The garden is full of
ideas of how to extend the
flowering season.
The Committee are in the
process of investigating future
meetings. In October, Deborah
Hayter will be giving a
presentation
about
Harvest
Rituals. Deborah is a member of
the
Oxford
Local
History
Association. Please go to the
Club
website
for
more
information
hanboroughgardenclub.org
The
Hanborough
Nature
Recovery Network are having an
Open Afternoon on Sunday 12
September 2:00-4:00pm at the
Long Hanborough Pavilion. This
will show how the HNRN are
working towards improving the
local environment. Their website
is well worth a look, especially
the posts about the 1-Metre
Challenge.
If you need to contact the HGC
committee, please do use the
contact
button
on
the
Hanborough
Garden
Club
w
e
b
s
i
t
e
hanboroughgardenclub.org.
Thank you.
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September
Report
2021

Combe Mill
Steaming Sunday
19 September
Crafts and Skills
Day

rj_pimm@hotmail.com

We would be delighted if you joined us to meet
a
whole
range
of
exhibitors.
Oxford Guild of Spinners and Dyers,
Buttercross Quilters, Jewllery Makers,
Crochet, Quilting, Needle Felting, Card
Making, Crafting Club, Crepe Paper Flower
Making, Art Demonstrations and “Have a go
treadle sewing maching.”
Vintage sewing machines and dolls and doll
house. Charlbury Morris dancers are visiting
in the afternoon.
The Mill machinery will be fully in steam, and
volunteers as usual will be on hand.
Tea room open all day for light refreshments
alongside our stunning riverside setting.
Our site is dog friendly. See website for times/
prices.
Bee day was an amazing success–thanks to
all those who joined us. We will run it again if
you missed it…

32

Hanborough
Meadows
Pre-School
(previously Long Hanborough Playgroup
est. 1984) provides a high standard of
pre-school education for children aged 25 years old. We help children to develop
and thrive in our small, friendly and
bespoke setting, which was opened in
April 2019. Our pre-school enjoys strong
links with local schools to facilitate a
smooth transition for your child into the
Foundation Stage of primary school. We
have a strong emphasis on outdoor
learning and run our Forest Rangers
sessions on Tuesday and Friday
mornings. Hanborough Meadows PreSchool is committed to safeguarding and
all staff and volunteers are vetted to
ensure the welfare of the children.

Sessions run Monday to Friday during term �me
only (2 session minimum policy)
Prices as of January 2021:
Full Day 8:30am-3:15pm £35
AM Session 8:30-11:30am £20
Lunch Club 11:30am-12:15pm £4
PM Session 12:15-3:15pm £20

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an
approved se�ng for grant funding of eligible 2,
3 and 4 year olds.
All of our sessions for 2021-22 and 2022-23
are now completely full! We are taking
registration for places from September
2023. Please find contact details below.

What Have We Been Up to?

With the summer holidays upon us, we want to
wish all of the children starting school in
September all the very best of luck. We will miss
you all very much but know that it is a ‘see you
soon’ not a ‘goodbye’. We are very much looking
forward to seeing you around the village, hearing
how you are getting on and watching you grow
and develop further. We had a wonderful end of
term ‘Under the Sea’ themed celebration for the
leavers and their families. The children shared an
afternoon tea and received some really special
gifts to mark the occasion. It was also a lovely
chance to wish Toni, one of our Deputy
Managers, a fond farewell as she too starts her
next adventure ♡♡♡
Upcoming Events
Our wonderful team of staff are taking a wellearned break over the holidays after a very
difficult year. Covid brought many additional
challenges, and the main focus was to ensure the
safety of the children in their care. The team
worked so incredibly hard, and all of the parents
and committee can’t thank them enough for
making Pre-School a safe haven of fun,
friendship and learning.
We can’t wait for the start of the new term when
we will welcome many new children and their
families into the Hanborough Meadows
community. We are also looking forward to
welcoming two new members of staff: Stacey
White-Rose and Olivia Morris. Both have a great
deal of experience working in a variety of
childcare settings, and they will both be amazing
additions to the team.
Our topic for the new term is ‘It’s All About Me.’
We will be taking time to get to know our new
friends and their families–what they like, their
hobbies, where they live and much more. Keep
an eye out here for updates about all of the
adventures that the children get up to!
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hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com
33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough,
OX29 8FL
01865 689 015
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to
make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful.
You can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website
hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
or the GoFundMe link at gf.me/u/x5h526

In the Kitchen
Broad Bean, Pea & Sweet Potato Quesadillas
An easy twist on a Mexcian classic. This is one of our favourite recipes at Wahaca. It is adapted from a
breakfast I once had at a specialty bean market in a little town outside Mexico City. The broad beans
were cooked, pureed and stuffed into variously shaped corn parcels, then griddled and drizzled with
salsas, crema and lettus. Served in quesadillas, our version is light, fresh, easy to make and tastes
vibrantly of the summer. Courtesy of Thomasina Miers
Serves

Prep Time

Cooking Time

2-4

5 mins

50 mins

Me th o d

1

In gre d ie n ts

Boil the potatoes in salted water until
tender. Drain and set aside.

225g new potatoes or sweet potatoes
5 Tbsp olive oil, plus extra for brushing
1 medium onion, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed

2

Heat a heavy bottomed frying pan over
high heat, then add 3 Tbsp olive oil.
Turn heat to medium and add the
onion, garlic and chilli. Cook until the
onion is translucent, about 10 minutes.

1 green chilli, de-seeded and finely
chopped
200g frozen broad beans
100g frozen petit pois
Juice of 1 lime
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper

3

Meanwhile, boil the broad beans in
salted water 3 minutes, then add the
peas. Cook until just tender, 3-4
minutes.

Small handful each of mint and terragon
leaves, finely chopped
45g feta cheese, crumbled
Flour tortillas
80g Cheddar cheese, grated

4

Add the potatoes to the onion mixture
and gently mash. Add the lime juice,
salt and pepper. Fold in 2 Tbsp olive oil,
peas, beans, herbs and feta.

5

Spread a heaped spoonful onto one
half of each tortilla and sprinkle with
Cheddar. Fold the tortilla in half and
press firmly together.

6

Heat a frying pan or griddle pan on
medium heat. Brush the quesadillas
with oil on both sides and cook until
golden brown on each side.

7

Cut each quesadilla into wedges and
serve with salsa, guacamole and sour
cream.
All courtesy of Thomasina Miers
houseandgarden.co.uk/recipe/broad-bean-pea-potato-quesadilla
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Astronaut
British
Chemistry
Earth
Education
Helen
Juno
Mir
Outer
Project
Radio
Sharman
Soviet
Space
Woman

Helen Sharman was the first Bri�sh person ever to go into space. Helen was born in Sheffield in 1963. She later studied at the
University of Sheffield and earned a degree in chemistry, then earned a PhD in London. A�er this, she worked as a chemist for
the chocolate company Mars. In 1989, a radio adver�sement was broadcast, asking for applicants who wanted to be the first
Bri�sh astronaut in a project called Project Juno. Helen responded and was selected out of more than 13,000 applicants
because of her educa�on in chemistry and ability to learn a foreign language. She then went through 18 months of training to
prepare for going into space. On 18 May 1991, Helen finally li�ed off into space with two Soviet astronauts. Two days later,
they reached the space sta�on Mir. During the eight day mission, Helen performed medical and agricultural tests. On 26 May,
she returned safely back to Earth. Helen is the first and only Bri�sh woman to ever have gone into outer space. Who will be
next?

Dock a Spacecraft to the International Space Station

1. Tie the string around your waist and the waist of your
partner, leaving 2-3 feet of slack between you. In the middle
of the slack, �e another string with with rocket a�ached to
the other end.
2. Place the beaker (your Interna�onal Space Sta�on) on the
floor between you and your partner.
3. Without touching the rope, rocket, cup or your partner,
guide the rocket into the beaker without knocking it over.

britannica.com/biography/Helen-Sharman
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helen_Sharman
h�ps://www.science-sparks.com/space-sta�on-ac�vi�es-docking-with-the-iss/
h�ps://www.irishnews.com/arts/2016/12/30/news/special-event-helen-sharman-britain-s-firstastronaut-at-ni-science-fes�val-855655/
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Hanborough Herald
Editor
Due to work commitments, Tommy Begley
has decided to stand down from the post of
editor/compiler of the Hanborough Herald.
As a result, we need a new editor for the
Hanborough Herald. Essential attributes:
�
�
�
�

ability to work to monthly deadlines,
computer familiarity,
attention to detail,
professional approach .

To ensure the Herald continues for the
village after the summer, we need a
replacement editor, if not, it is likely to
cease. If anyone is willing to be considered
for the role of editor, or for further
information, please contact:

Nigel James 01993 881711; e-mail
home.james125@btinternet.com
by 15th September 2021
NJ 19.8.21

