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It’s All in a Day’s Work for These Young Hambrites
Find out more on page 33

Have the Branches Been Left Bare for a 70-YearOld Hanborough Institution?
Find out how you can help on page 13
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Parish Council August
Report
Parish Councillors
Parish Council is pleased to announce that we have co-opted three new councillors to join the team. We welcome
back Gill Grahame who was a councillor for many years, Stacey White-Rose who has helped with our social media
for the last year and Martin Barrow-Starkey who brings a strong business acumen.
Community Hub Update
The project continues to progress with the next stage being a feasibility study. This is a requirement of the Section 106
funding, and we are seeking suitably qualified contractors to complete this.
Little Library
Thanks to our District Councillor and Blenheim, we are installing some Little Libraries in the parish. By the time you
read this, Council will have funded the instalment of one in Hurdeswell. Little Libraries are part of a wider initiative and
have been successfully installed around the country, and the Freeland one, for example, has been successfully run
for a number of years.
Volunteers Sought
We would like to extend our thanks to a local resident who volunteered to paint the white gates at the station end of
the village with Council funding paint and materials. Another volunteer kindly installed the new dog waste bag
dispenser adjacent to the Pavilion, and the clerk gave some personal time to strim and overgrown path. These
examples not only save Council money which can be used on other community projects, but enabled these projects
to go ahead more quickly. If anyone feels able to offer to help, we would like to hear from you. Currently, we are looking
to refurbish the lovely old wooden road direction sign as you enter Millwood End.
Parish Grass Cutting–Much Reduced Cutting Regime
Parish Council has agreed to reduce the number of cuts of verges to allow for re-wilding. This is part of a wider move
being adopted by councils across the country to leave areas uncut between May and September. This is a benefit for
wildlife and also cuts down on CO2 emissions by contractors. We also encourage residents who have traditionally cut
their own verge to consider leaving it between May and September. We appreciate this will change the appearance
of the parish and that not everyone will agree, but Council hopes in time it will become the new norm. The plan will be
to cut most areas twice only. Areas identified for visibility at junctions, recreation or accessibility reasons will continue
to be cut monthly. We have extended the set-aside areas to include under the trees in Hurdeswell.
A4095 Pavement to Bladon
Council is working with our County Councillor to get the pavement cleared where it has been narrowed by
undergrowth. We have also written to Blenheim and Bladon Parish Council to ask that hedges and trees are cut back
to make for a safer walking route. Progress has been slow, but we continue to push for a conclusion.
Parish Council Website
hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can
also contact us through the website above for non-urgent enquiries.
Community Website
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk
With the rapid increase in population, it is imperative that Hanborough maintains its community feel and, most
importantly, that those who live here feel welcomed and feel part of that community. This website is designed to
promote that and bring everyone together in an appreciation of the space they inhabit.
Reporting Highway Problems
fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems. Councillors
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown
paths, etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if
necessary. The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues.
Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make
the decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site:
publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications.
There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications
in your area. You can register at the following location:
westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/
Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 14 September 2021 at 7:00pm in the
Pavilion. There is no meeting in August. An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on hanborough-pc.gov.uk
by the preceding Thursday. Members of the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make
statements or queries by prior written request to the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the
meeting, and joining instructions will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may change.
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Penelope Marcus
Hanborough
Parish Council
Chair

he Parish Council that was elected this May has
a three year term, in contrast to that of the usual
four years. The term for the previous Council
was extended by a year because Covid restrictions
prevented elections last year.
Members of the newly elected Council decided that
we should look on these three years in terms of
what we as a Council would like to see achieved
and completed in the first year, ending July 2022,
in the second year by July 2023, and in the third
year, by May 2024, when there are new elections
for the next term. Drawing on the results of the
recent surveys of residents’ wishes held in the past
two years, we organised a ‘blue-sky thinking’
meeting in mid-July, to establish the projects that
we believe could and should be successfully
undertaken in the next three years to improve or
transform the Parish. These projects would not be
Council-driven, but most importantly, must involve
the engagement and participation in working
parties of all residents who are keen to see them
realised. They would be the results of Hanborough
coming together to make it a better place for all
who live here. The outcome of the Council’s bluesky meeting was a large number of both exciting
and practical proposals, and the Council still has to
reduce the list to those that are feasible, financially
viable, and achievable within the period, or so well
underway that they could be completed shortly
after the end of the three years.
The delivery of an enlarged Community Centre and
revamp of the Pavilion was prominent, one which
would offer sports facilities, a café, a theatre,
library, and an enlarged kitchen so that the location
would be available for weddings and village
parties. This would be a project that would occupy
our attention for three years. However, there were
many other–and quicker-win–proposals that
looked at how we could provide more facilities for
kids–for example, (in the Pit Area) a pump track
and new skateboard park, children’s sports courts
and children’s pitches. We need to look at
introducing 20mph zones and ensuring there are
safe pedestrian and cycle routes through the
village and links to neighbouring communities.
There is a demand for a community garden and
orchard and for emphasising and protecting
Hanborough’s rural setting and the rich wildlife in
our verges and surrounding countryside against
the impact of Climate Change. Along with this,
improving our open spaces and providing signs
that indicate what is available in Hanborough.
Benches and other facilities to help the elderly and
people with disabilities needs more investigation.

The projects would be funded from three main
financial sources. Firstly, by the annual Parish
Precept. Secondly, by S106 monies from the
developments in Hanborough and which have to
be used only for capital spending on recreational
initiatives (i.e., for their construction as opposed to
operating or running them). Thirdly, by fund-raising
from private or public sources. The Council will
have further meetings to refine and then publish
these ideas into what we can achieve. It is a very
exciting opportunity for Hanborough to hit the
ground running to make our Parish, our villages
and our community a great place for every
generation.
Residents will have noticed that the number of
HGVs and heavy tonne lorries passing through
Long Hanborough on the A4095 has increased
very considerably during the last months. This has
been the consequence of Burford Town Council
requesting OCC in 2020 to install in Burford and on
the A361 an Experimental Traffic Restriction Order
(ETRO) limiting the weight of traffic vehicles driving
through Burford and on the A361 to 7.5t. As a
result, all vehicles over this weight that would have
passed through Burford have had to divert onto
alternative routes to reach their destinations. They
have had to travel not only through small
neighbouring villages in the Windrush Valley,
manoeuvring through narrow roads, but also on A
roads, such as the A44 and A4095 passing through
communities such as Woodstock, Bladon and
Hanborough. The Windrush Valley Traffic Action
Group (WiVTAG), representing 14 local towns and
parishes, was set up earlier this year to investigate
the impact of these diversions of HGVs on all the
communities in the area. Extensive research has
shown that the impact of the damage of this
increased traffic on the environment, on the
infrastructure, on the safety of residents and on the
air quality throughout the Windrush Valley and
extending to Woodstock, Bladon and Hanborough
has been considerable. Hanborough Parish
Council is a member of WiVTAG, and at the end of
July, WiVTAG is requesting the OCC Cabinet to
revoke the Burford ETRO immediately and to
develop a better regional solution for the passage
of HGVs in the County. The Parish Council is also
itself writing to all the Councillors who would be
involved in the decision. It is vital that OCC act to
revoke the ETRO, so that the number of HGVs
passing through rural communities, such as
through the centre of Hanborough, will decline
promptly, leading to the obvious improvements to
our environment, to the safety of our roads, and to
the quality of our air.

Foot Health Professional
Joanna Attridge
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot problems?
I will visit you in
the comfort of
your own home

07961 620 292
joannafoothealth@gmail.com

Based in Combe
Fully qualified and insured
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www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk

Waste and Recycling

Blue lidded bins are for all
recycling except glass bottles/jars.

•
•

Wednesday 11th August
Wednesday 25th August

In GREEN weeks, general
recycling, glass, food waste and
garden waste will be collected.
In GREY weeks, general rubbish
and food waste will be collected.

•
•

Wednesday 4th August
Wednesday 18th August

Residents can now report a
missed bin collection direct to our
depot via our online form:
westoxon.gov.uk/missedbin
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hanboroughherald@
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Please Note…
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Due to the current emergency, some dates
may change; please contact the event
organiser to confirm.
Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Hanborough Herald, but are the views of its
contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication
are
not
endorsed
nor
specifically
recommended
by
the
Management
Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please
mention to the supplier that you saw their
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald.
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Hi, everyone!
Did you manage to
find me last month? I
was having a look
around the Roman
Villa on page 7! I
wonder where I’ll end
up this month?
Hans Bruh
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Notices From the Village
Hanborough Mini Libraries
By the time the Herald is published, we will
have another mini library installed at
Hurdeswell by the green area. This is very
exciting, and we hope it will be as well used
as the one outside Hanborough Meadows
Pre-School at Vanbrugh Meadows. This mini
library has also been made and supplied by
Blenheim, so thank you again to them for
these beautiful cabinets. Please take as many
books as you like and add books. There is no
need to return books to the cabinet unless
you wish to. Any large numbers of books that
are too many to fit on the shelves, please
contact
me,
Lucy
Tritton
at
lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk. We are
looking for all sorts of books, but please do
consider the condition of the books before
donating, particularly the children’s books.
The library will be checked every week and
photos of what is available will be posted on
the mini library Facebook page (search for
Hanborough Mini Libraries). If you would like
to join a small group of volunteers who check
the libraries, please get in touch at the email
above or message direct on Facebook.
We hope to be able to install a final mini
library later in the year.
Thank you again to Blenheim for making
these cabinets and to Merilyn Davies for
initiating this.

Letter From the Editor
D
ear Hanborough,

After a long and tumultuous spring and summer, we
should finally all be able to relax into the warm and slow
paced embrace of its final chapter. August is the perfect
month to settle into with friends around a late night
bonfire, breeze through with cool refreshing walks
under the full canopy of Pinsley Wood or even laze
about in, bobbing along your favourite riverside spot. Of
all the months of all the years, this one is the one to
relax into, embrace the community around you and
finally start to let go of the ups and downs of the months
now gone.
What better way to start embracing the local community
than helping to save one of our oldest continued
institutions–the Evergreen Club? Over the last seven
decades, it has brought people together who would
have otherwise likely never met, linking them to the
area around them in a way that forges the strong and
fulfilling bonds only personal connections can achieve.
Without these institutions, the community in which we
live and thrive can so easily be dislodged and washed
away into the disempowered seas of anonymity. So
really, with so much at stake what are you waiting for?
Head over to page 13 and see what you can do to help.
Though I seem to be making a habit of pointing to things
beyond the borders, I cannot end it here without
mentioning another great connector of community and
land that is making a comeback this month–that is the
Wychwood Fair. An event that can trace its official roots
back to 1796, bringing people back to the common to
celebrate our collected community, craft and heritage.
As we are to be without our own Hanborough Show this
year, I think the Wychwood Fair might make for the
perfect stopgap until the Show’s return next year. What
do you think; I reckon it’s worth a go? Have a little look
over at page 14 to find out more.
Right then, that’s just about it from me for this month.
Until next time,

Plant Sale in Aid of Sobell House
The plant sale at the end of my drive, 81
Millwood End, raised £690.00. This is
considerably more than was raised last year.
A big thank you to all who supported it. The
money has already been donated to Sobell
House in memory of Professor Enzo
Cerundolo.
Kathryn Robson

Scams
Recently, the frequency and the persistency
of scam callers is getting to a point where
more and more people are becoming victims
at all ages. The following link is very easy
and quick to complete. As soon as residents
receive a phone call, they should write down
the phone number which appears on the
phone with the date and time of the call, then
using the link, enter the phone number
details.
bt.com/consumer/edw/scams

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald
delivered to you, they are available from the
following locations:
The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’
Surgery, Suzuki Garage, Methodist Church,
Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair Studio or
online at:
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk

Tommy Begley
Editor
Hanborougherald@gmail.com
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The Parish Councillors
Ellen Armitage
Tel: 07775 419512
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com
Michael Franklin
Tel: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com
Rod Fraser
Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Rich Fuller
Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Steve Page
Tel: 359984
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Kerry Scarlett Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com
Lucy Tritton Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Officers of the Parish Council
Penelope Marcus: Chair
Tel: 881312
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com
Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood,
OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning,
Cemetery and Allotments matters
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough,
Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
Office Hours: 01993 773532
Mobile: 07767 020290
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com

Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel: 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk

Freeland Nurseries
Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road
Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm;
Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm
Tel:- 01993 881430
Website: h�ps://
freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
Comprehensive selec�on of ornamental
shrubs
Herbaceous plants
Grasses and ferns
Large range of compost, bark and mulches
Eggs, jams, pickles and local honey

Good Neighbour Scheme
H

Merilyn Davies
Cabinet member for
Housing and
Communities
District Councillor
for Hanborough and
Freeland

i, everyone. I wanted to tell
you a little bit about the
Communities team at West
Oxfordshire District Council and
how amazing they are. I am the
cabinet member for Communities
(and Housing), so I may be slightly
biased, but they have worked nonstop throughout this whole
pandemic, ringing thousands of
people, many of whom they are
still in contact with, and
coordinating
the
Council’s
response at a local level. One of
the things we wanted to do as we
slowly get back to normal
(whatever that will look like) is
harness the brilliant response we
all saw within our own community
to the pandemic and the hundreds
of people who came forward to
volunteer. We have trebled the

Communities team, and one piece
of work being done is looking at
starting a Good Neighbour
scheme. I would like this to run in
a similar way the street
champions did during lockdown,
where each street has a champion
and you pop their name on your
fridge so you have a point of
contact should you need help or
just a chat. I spoke to the Parish
Council about it, and they are
keen to work with West
Oxfordshire Council to implement
this, funded by Age UK, and I think
it would be a great way to carry on
the positives of this pandemic–
stronger
community,
greater
contact between us all, a real
sense of a shared village–and I’ll
keep you all updated on the
progress we make ensuring this
happens.

Hanborough Pre-School
Charity No 304309

Pre-School Practitioner required to start in September 2021
Candidates will be required to undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) and supply two
references.

-

25 hours per week - all day Monday & Tuesday 8.15am – 4.15pm, Thursday morning 8.15am to 12.15pm &
Friday morning 8.15am to 1.15pm (includes staff meeting)
Due to an increase in numbers, we are looking for someone permanent who has experience in working within Early Years
Foundation Stage, has a relevant level 3 qualification and is passionate about working with children.
Candidates must:
undertake a disclosure and barring check
have a relevant level 3 qualification
be passionate about working with children in Early Years Education
be a key person for a group of children to support their development and welbeing
prepared to undergo training and attend courses
motivated to learn and work as part of a team
be able to work hours as specified
be flexible to work additional hours, should the need arise.

Closing date for applications: 15th August 2021
In the first instance please send us a letter of application to:
Hanborough Pre-School, c/o 11 Marlborough Crescent, Long Hanborough, Oxon OX29 8JP
For more information/queries please email: pre-school@gmx.com

Appointments can now be booked online at:
siblingshairdressing.co.uk/booking
Follow us on social media:
SiblingsHairdressing
SiblingsHairdressing1

Find us:
127 Main Road, Long Hanborough
Witney, OX29 8JX
Contact us:
Info@siblingshairdressing.co.uk
01993 880280

The Catholic Church of St Peter, Eynsham
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland,
Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton
Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our
Priest. All are welcome.
Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and
Sunday 10:00am
The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive
enquiries by phone on 01865 881613
or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
Please check the website or call Fr Mark for information
regarding issues caused by the pandemic.
Address: Abbey
Street,
Eynsham
Phone:881613
Website: stpeterseynsham.org.uk

OX29

4HR

Farmers Market at Freeland CE Primary School
Sunday 29 August
10:00am-1:00pm
We expect to host: Moore & Lyon Meats, Tess' Brilliant Tray
Bakes, Poulton Hill Wines, Chillies 2U, Freeland Lamb, Well
Preserved Jams & Chutneys, The Mighty Pie Company,
Team Tea, Carla’s Vegetarian Foods, Smorgas Tarta
(Swedish Cuisine), Bibury Trout Farm, Asian Foods &
Chutneys, Stroopwaffles, Flamingo Paperie, Plant Stall,
Chocolate Stall, plus others.
The school will be selling hot drinks and breakfast rolls. The
May market raised £160 for the Heart Unit at Oxford
Hospitals, plus funds for the school.
The next market will be on Sunday 26 September and will be
at Freeland CE Primary School.
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June
Janet Dalton
Publicity
Secretary

t is unlikely that the Club will reopen until
our AGM in October, but if rules about
meetings change for the better, our
speakers are all ready to come when it is
allowed. We haven’t tried to have Zoom
meetings as some clubs have done, so
keep on gardening and doing what we are
allowed to do.
Because Ray and Jill Evans have moved
away, we wanted two more people to join
the Committee, and It is very good news
that Alison Faulkner has agreed to do so.
Welcome, Alison–we look forward to your
contribution at our very friendly committee
meetings. Tod Fairfield has also offered to
help with ordering speakers and outings
etc., so welcome to Tod as well. If anyone
else would like to join the committee, please
contact
Terry
Jones
at
davidjones30@talktalk.net
Just a few things to get on with in the
garden…
Two of the main tasks are to keep on top of
the weeds and hoeing them off before they
flower. The other task is to keep mowing if
you
have
a
lawn.
Water any new trees or bushes, and mulch
around them to keep the moisture in,
particularly if it gets very hot and dry
sometime. Thin out apples, etc. if there are
more than two fruits growing together. In our
garden, July is the picking month as the soft
fruit ripens. Protect these from the
birds.
Hardy annuals can be planted from seed
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ready for next year. Deadhead roses
regularly as well as flowers such as
cosmos, daisies, etc. to prolong their
flowering, and water and feed when
necessary. Pick sweetpeas frequently.
Watch out for the little red beetles on lilies
and destroy them as soon as possible—if
you
can
catch
them!
In the veg garden, water and feed tomatoes
regularly and pick off the side shoots. Sow
seeds such as lettuce little and often.
Support pea plants. Spray blackfly on
broadbeans with weak washing up liquid,
and pick the pods when young. Lift early
potatoes before the little slugs get at them!
Save as much rain water as possible in
tanks attached to a drainpipes. Washing up
water can also be used on plants.
Repot house plants and put most of them
outside where possible. Watch out for signs
of vine weevil in pots–the c shaped white
grubs that eat the roots of plants causing
them to wither and possibly die. Turn the pot
out and destroy any you find, and re-pot
plants with fresh compost.
I know a most gardeners are familiar with a
lot of what I have written, but maybe new
gardeners may find a few suggestions
helpful!
For any information about the Freeland
Gardening Club, particularly if you are new
to the village, please contact Terry Jones at
the email above.

1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout
Group
Matthew Ruddle
You Are the Leader We’re Looking
For!

W

e need people like you to be
volunteer leaders for two of our
groups. The Scouts group, for
children aged 10 to 14, meets on
Fridays 7:15-8:45pm in Long
Hanborough. They need additional
leaders to keep the group running.
The Explorers group, for young
people aged 14 to 18, currently meet
on
Wednesdays
7:30-9:00pm,
although the day and time is flexible
depending on availability. They have
two dedicated volunteers but need
someone like you to lead the group.
Volunteering with us is a fantastic
opportunity–in fact, it is good for you!
Volunteering improves your mental
health, boosts your skills and helps
you connect with the community.
Here’s what Paul says about his
experience as a volunteer leader:
“I started as a Cub leader earlier this
year, and I can really vouch for how
rewarding it is. You don't need to
have
any
specific
skills–the
programme we run is incredibly
varied,
from
robotics
and
photography
to
hiking
and
backwoods cooking, so there's
something for everyone. You will be
well supported by experienced
leaders and the wider scouting
organisation, so you needn't worry
about being dropped in the deep
end. The benefits that young people
get from scouting are immeasurable.
Come and join us!”
As Paul says, you will receive
training and be supported all the way
by experienced leaders and the
committee who work hard behind the
scenes to make sure everything runs
smoothly.
The groups only run during termtime, so we are not active during the
summer holidays; now is the perfect
time to get in touch with us to find out
how you can get involved and make
a huge difference to the lives of
young people in Long Hanborough
and Freeland.
Send
an
email
to
gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to express
your interest or to ask for more
information. You don’t need any
experience and we don’t expect you
to be Bear Grylls!
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Our recent dry stone wall repairs have
revealed interesting finds
The Estate Maintenance and Conservation team have been busy repairing sections
of our nine-mile park perimeter stone wall, using traditional methods handed down
for centuries. The team have uncovered several interesting finds which give us an
insight into our past, including coins, clay pipes and even a pocket watch.

Local candlemaker wins our start-up business award
We’re pleased to announce Littlemore Candle Company are our 2021 start-up
competition winners. Molly Stevenson from Long Wittenham started out making
candles as gifts for friends and family but, with the support of her mum Yvonne,
Molly decided to switch from hobbyist to entrepreneur and has gone on to forge
a successful brand from a favourite pastime. We remain committed to providing
local start-up businesses with support and a busy marketplace to showcase their
products. Shop online at littlemorecandleco.co.uk

We recently uncovered an original guide
to North Leigh’s Roman Villa
Deep within our archives, amongst uncatalogued papers from the 1950s,
Palace Archivist Dr Alexa Frost recently uncovered an original guide to North Leigh
Roman Villa, believed to have been the Duke of Marlborough’s personal copy,
written by architect Henry Hakewill who excavated the villa in 1813. The guide
reveals details of the luxurious villa that have been lost in the 200 years since
its excavation, including a beautifully ornate mosaic floor.
Read more at blenheimestate.com/news

Keep up-to-date with our news and latest events by signing
up to our newsletter at

blenheimpalace.com

Buy one day, get 12 months free*
*Terms and conditions apply. Registered charity number 1166164
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Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland
The churches of Hanborough and
Freeland were reopened for worship on 27
June 2021. At St Peter and St Paul Church
Hanborough, St Mary the Virgin Freeland
and Christ Church Long Hanborough,
there will be a 10:00am service every
week, and everyone from our community is
invited to join us on this new adventure.
You can see a video on our website in
which the new service patterns and the
thinking behind them are presented by the
clergy and wardens.
We will continue to hold services on Zoom
at 10:00am every Sunday. The Zoom
joining details are on the homepage at
hanboroughparish.co.uk. During this
time, St Mary the Virgin Freeland is open
for
private
prayer
9:00am-5:00pm
throughout the week.
You are very welcome to join us at our
Zoom service at 10:00am every Sunday.
For further details, please email
administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk

Letter from
Our Rector

The Porch
A sincere thank you to all who
supported
The
Porch
magnificently since Covid started.
We are having a break during
August and starting again in
September, ready to help during
the winter months, when our
homeless friends are more
vulnerable.

New to the Village?
If you have just recently moved into Long
Hanborough or Church Hanborough and
have not yet received a Welcome Pack, do
please let us know so that we can give one
to you. This is a scheme run by the
Hanborough Churches, and the pack
contains information with contact numbers
about things that go on in the villages and
a map to help you find your way around.
Similarily if a new family has arrived near
you, we would love to welcome them and
give them a Welcome Pack.
So please do get in touch!
Please contact:
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
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Rev Steve
Stewart

A

ccording
to
the
latest
announcement
from
the
Secretary of State for Health and
Social
Care
Sajid
Javid,
a
momentous day is coming for the
churches: that after 19 July 2021, all
legal restrictions on communal
singing in churches will be lifted!
This marks a momentous change for
our churches of Hanborough and
Freeland–St Peter and St Paul
Church Hanborough, St Mary the
Virgin Freeland, and Christ Church
Long Hanborough–where once again
we will sing hymns and songs after a
break of some 16 months. I’ve almost
forgotten what us all singing together
in church feels like, but I still can’t wait
to experience it once again.
As a child of the 1960s, brought up on
the music of a somewhat golden age
of pop and rock, a musician schooled
in the likes of The Beatles, The
Rolling Stones, Dylan, Hendrix,
Clapton and many, many more, music
is part of my DNA. But it was really
only when I began to use my musical
gifts as a worship leader in church
(which was of course where so many
of the greats traditionally developed
and honed their skills, with even John
Lennon and Paul McCartney meeting
at a church fête!) that I think I truly
appreciated what God has given us in
music and how using it for his praise
and glory is a wonderful thing for us to
be able to do.
We would love to welcome you to our
churches as we begin this next stage
of new things following lockdown, and
which now include singing at
Hanborough and Freeland. There are
10:00am services each week at each
of the three churches and a space for
everyone, especially if we see an end
to social distancing, LOL!
And if after the service, you just want
to chat to me about great music,
sacred or secular, I would love to do
that with you.
If you have any questions whatsoever
about coming to church or exploring
Christian faith, please do not hesitate
to get in contact with me at
rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk
With much love in Christ Jesus,
Rev Steve Stewart,
Rector, Hanborough and Freeland

Woodstock & District
u3a
Chris Sladen

A
“The family of Sheila Smart (wife of
the late Richard Smart) would like to
thank people for their kind words
and expressions of sympathy at her
passing. They have been a great
comfort.”

D

ear Friends,
The time has come for us to think about
the future of Hanborough Evergreen
Club.
Despite our best efforts, younger people have
not come forward to join the club in recent
years. Lives are very full these days, but the
Evergreen Club offers time to socialise, make
friends and meet with those of our own age
and a little older. Membership is open to
those who are around fifty-five or older, so
why not join us? Perhaps you might talk to
your friends and join as a group? You will be
made most welcome. An immediate problem
for the club is that, for various personal
reasons, all of the present committee have
decided, very reluctantly, that they must step
down. New blood is now needed. Would you
be willing to form a new committee to run
fortnightly meetings? The Club will be unable
to continue unless a fresh committee can be
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s we wait on tenterhooks for the final
abandonment of restrictions (don't hold your
breath is my advice), Woodstock u3a and
its constituent working groups find ways to keep
in touch and continue the Branch's programme.
Our next online speaker meeting comes up on
2 August, when Jeff Rozzelaer will give a
presentation, courtesy of Zoom, entitled “A
Ticket to Yesterday: An alternative view of the
Swinging Sixties by a non-swinger.” Isn't the
accepted view that if you remember the Sixties,
you can't have been there? Worth tuning in to
Jeff to find out whether his recollection bears
any resemblance to yours. Further ahead, and
more soberly, 7 September will feature a
presentation on the work of the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission. Go to our website
below for details of this and other upcoming
events.
Meanwhile, the Branch's score of Interest
Groups continue their programmes, whether in
the open air (the Walkers, of course, but others
too) or courtesy of Zoom, Teams or whatever.
Those
recorder
players
whose
gritty
persistence in the face of Covid restrictions
continues to excite admiration, not only by
practicing what looks like a punishing musical
repertoire, but also by circulating snapshots of
wildlife, attracted, one must guess, by the
players' own melodious tweeting. Details of all
Branch activities, can be found at
u3asites.org.uk/woodstock.

formed. Please bear in mind that as well as
the day-to-day running of the club, members
also need to manage the finances and plan
for the year ahead.
Remember that club membership and
particularly committee membership is very
rewarding. We have had lots of fun and made
many new and lasting friendships over the
years. It would be sad to lose a friendly village
club aged more than seventy happy years,
but this is a real possibility. The committee
would like to hear from you and would
welcome any ideas that you have. If you want
to know more, please contact:
Sara Ruane at 52 Main Road, Long
Hanborough, OX29 8BD or telephone her on
01993882644.
All good wishes from the Evergreen
committee, Sara, Barbara, Margaret, Ann,
Carolyn and Jenny

Wychwood Forest Fair at Foxburrow Wood

Miranda Davies
Communications and Events Manager

T

he annual Wychwood Forest Fair will go
ahead this year on Sunday 22 August at
Foxburrow Wood, Witney from 11:00am5:00pm. Celebrating West Oxfordshire’s rural
traditions, conservation work and heritage, the
Fair highlights rural activities and arts and crafts
while raising money for the conservation charity
Wychwood Forest Trust, formerly known as the
Wychwood Project. This year’s family-friendly
event will include pony rides, falconry, ferret
racing, rural crafts displays and arts and crafts,
along with a bar and live music area. Foxburrow
Wood, this year’s venue, was purchased using
proceeds from previous Forest Fairs. Today, the
community wood is progressing well in its
transformation from agricultural field into
thriving nature reserve. Same charity, new
name. In July 2021, a decade after merging
with the Friends of Wychwood to form an
independent charity, the Wychwood Project
changed its name to the Wychwood Forest
Trust. Developing a new website in-house and
working with local designers GD Associates to
update their logo for an extremely charitable
rate, the charity hopes their change of name
marks a positive new phase for nature
conservation in the historic Wychwood area.
Communications and Events Manager Miranda
Davies explains,
“Projects must come to an end, but the
need to preserve our traditions and
restore our habitats will certainly outlive
us. We remain the same charity with the
same ethos and goals, but believe our
new name will help us preserve the 120
square miles of West Oxfordshire that
were once part of the historic Wychwood
Forest for generations to come.”

A historic Fair founded in 1796 by three
Methodists living in Finstock, the Wychwood
Forest Fair has a long history. Intended as a
calmer counterpart to the annual Witney Feast,
as the Fair grew in reputation and scale, it
transformed into a raucous event, aided by a
legal quirk meaning it operated outside parish
jurisdiction. Following a spate of rowdy
incidents in the 1830s, the Fair was condemned
and prohibited. And once the 1853
Parliamentary Act of Disafforestation placed the
historic Wychwood Forest under private
ownership, the Fair was banned for good. The
Wychwood Forest Trust revived the Forest Fair
in 2000 to celebrate the rural traditions, arts and
crafts, and conservation work taking place in
the area historically part of the Wycwhood
Forest–120 square miles of today’s West
Oxfordshire. The modern fair is a peaceful,
family-friendly event that looks back to its 18thcentury origins. Twenty years later… To keep
the event safe, this year’s Fair will be more
open air than previous years. Large, closed
marquees will be replaced with open-air
gazebos and tents, and visitors will have more
space than usual to spread out. The Wychwood
Forest Fair is also encouraging advanced
bookings to help monitor numbers: tickets
purchased in advance cost £8, but on the day
cost £10. Miranda adds,
“We’re just so happy it can take place
again after a fallow year. We’ve had a
flurry of donations of second-hand
books, offers to volunteer, and positive
comments, so we’re feeling really good
about it. Thank you, everyone for
supporting us and bring on 22 August!”
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Using interpreters? Tell us your views!
Have you, your family members or friends used
interpreters for health and care appointments
or treatments?
We’d like to hear from you about what it’s like
using interpreters in Oxfordshire.
Whether you’ve used interpreters for GP,
dentist, hospital appointments and treatments
or for other health and social care services, we
want to hear your views!
Please tell us what worked well and what could
be better.
We’d particularly like to hear from you if
English isn’t your first language or you use
British Sign Language (BSL) interpreters.
You can give your own views or help give the
views of relatives, friends or someone you
support in your work.
Please take time to fill in our short,
anonymous survey at smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
usinginterpreters (or use QR code below).
We will share what you tell us with local health
and care decision-makers to help shape the
support people need and improve services.
Please ask us if you need this survey in
another language, a paper copy or in large
print.
If you want our help filling in the survey or to tell
us your story of using interpreters, please
contact us by calling 01865 520520 or
emailing hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk

Finding it hard to stay afloat?
HWT trustees are very aware that there may be
some people in need as a result of the
Coronavirus pandemic, and requests are
invited at this time to cover emergencies by any
individuals or families who live in Hanborough
and may consider themselves and their need
appropriate. Please do so by contacting either
Gill Breakspear on
gillbreakspear@btinternet.com or
Rev Nigel Knights Johnson on
nigelknightsjohnson@gmail.com. If you do not
have access to email or the internet, then
please ring on 01993 359572.
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Freeland District
Girlguiding
Covering the villages of
Freeland, Long Hanborough &
North Leigh

L

ong Hanborough Rainbows,
Brownies
and
Guides
finished for the term on
Tuesday
13
July.
The
Rainbows and Brownies had
their last meeting at Combe Mill
where they had great fun pond
dipping, a scavenger hunt,
camp fire and, of course,
toasted marshmallows. We are
very grateful to Combe Mill for
running this evening and
making us very welcome–
special thanks to Wendy &
Steve Foster. The Guides held
their last meeting exploring and
having a picnic at the Roman
Villa in North Leigh.
Units will start back again in
September, details of the date
and program will be emailed

out to parents and put on our
Facebook pages towards the
end of August. Those on the
waiting list will also be
contacted over the summer
break to advise if we have a
place in September available.
If you are interested in
registering your daughter to join
guiding for the first time, to go
on our waiting lists, then please
visit
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk
Finally, we cannot run our units
without adult volunteers, so if
you are interested in helping in
any of our units, please do
contact
us
at:
freelanddistrictguiding@btinter
net.com or phone Wendy on
01993 883120 for more info.
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A Cycle Through Time
At the Oxford Bus & Morris Motors Museums

E

very wondered how riders got on and off
a penny farthing? Or why it had such a
massive front wheel? Or which bike was
called “The Boneshaker?”
You can find out on Sunday 8 August and on
Saturday 21 August when, for the first time,
the Oxford Bus Museum will be hosting
novelty bikes not normally seen by the
public and promoting the Oxford Bus
Museum’s display of 50 historic cycles.
They cover a 200 year span and are on loan
from 85-year-old collector Bill Faulkner.
The bicycle was invented by German
nobleman Baron Karl von Drais in 1817 and
the display starts with a replica 1821 Hobby
Horse, a wooden frame with two wheels–no
brakes or pedals–powered by the feet and
used mainly by the gentry, as only they had
time for such hobbies. It was followed by the
development of major inventions and
cycles, all of which made riding a bike safer
and
more
comfortable.
These
included:
• 1861 Cranks to the front wheel so
that the bike could be pedalled
• 1869 Suspension wheel
• 1870s Front and rear brakes
• 1884 The Safety Bicycle
• 1888 The pneumatic or inflatable tyre
In addition to the cycles, we have an
interesting collection of cycle lamps. Did you
know that they were originally powered by
candles? Later, oil lamps were developed
using a variety of types of oil. In the late
1890s, acetylene lamps were sold, which
worked by dripping water onto calcium

carbide, producing acetylene gas that
burned with a bright light. Vendors
compared the light to sunlight. The
drawback was if gas built up and came in
contact
with
a
naked
flame,
it
exploded!
So, if you want to find out what the 1970
“Useless” bike was (and how it got its name)
and learn the story behind the “Safety” bike,
there will be volunteers on hand to give
answers to those questions you never liked
to ask and point out the significance of the
exhibits and show you some unsuccessful
inventions.
Come along on Sunday 8 or Saturday 21
August to find out more.
For those of you who are more interested in
cars, on Wednesday 25 August, we are
holding a Members’ Classic Cars Day. If you
want to bring your own classic car along,
please let the organiser know by
emailing
info@oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk

T rad itional cakes, traybakes, biscuits, scones. GF / vegan options
Cream tea box es. T reat size box es (4 slices) Unique gifts. G ift
Vouchers
Contact Rachel 01993 881867
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com
Find me on Facebook
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West Oxon Wills & Probate. Lasting
Powers of Attorney, Property Trusts, PrePaid Funeral Plans, Equity Release.
Free
advice.
Phone
or
Home
appointments. 01993220281 07769730616
westoxonwills@uwclub.net
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Judy’s 300,000
Step Challenge

H
August
Margaret Lang

ello, readers. What a mixture of weather
we are having, and as I write this article,
we are in for a mini heatwave, so let us
enjoy the sunshine, but stay safe. We
continue to enjoy our Zoom meetings, and
we thoroughly enjoyed Stephanie Cornell
with her title “Floral Delights.” Stephanie
just used some beautiful flowers she had
purchased from a very well-known,
supermarket. All her arrangements we
could have a go at in our own home. As we
couldn’t raffle the arrangements in the
normal way, Stephanie was going to take
them to people she knew who were housebound or recovering from an illness–we
were delighted for her to do this.
Our programme now slightly changes as we
are in the summer months with an outing on
27 July to Green and Gorgeous, a flower
farm near Wallingford (with limited
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numbers), and our social event which we
are having on 9 August in a member’s
garden with a coffee morning or afternoon
tea outside, so pray for sunshine. Numbers
will be limited for each, so members will
attend one of the two events so we can
continue to keep safe. We will be back in
September
with
another
Zoom
d e m o n s t r a t i o n .
Our chairman Ann Dawson took part in the
BB&O Floral Art show at the Blenheim
Flower Show, and she achieved a third prize
in the class ‘Visual Feast.’ Well done, Ann.
If you have a moment or, two please have a
look on our Berks, Bucks & Oxon Area
website: bbandoflowers.org where you
can see lots of interesting things–clubs’
news, events, photographs, etc. Also, if you
would like to know more about us, please
contact Ann
on
07701
000977.

Hanborough Allotment Association

No. 36

Life on an allotment….

C

emetery
Allotments
have
welcomed
several
new
allotmenteers this year. Some have
already been able to get their
allotments underway, others are just
starting the often daunting task of
clearing a new plot. It’s hard work, but
taken steadily and not in the heat of
the day, it is surprising how quickly a
workable allotment will emerge from
under a dense tangle of weeds and
grass. It is worth all the effort, as it’s
still not too late to get some things in
the ground for harvests into autumn
and beyond. Lettuce (keep out of the
glare of direct sun), Rocket, Spring
onion, Radish,
Winter salads,
including Mizuna, Mustard leaf and
Lamb's lettuce can all be planted in
August. Savoy cabbages, Cauliflowers
and hardy Kale, if these have been
started off in pots before planting out,
can be grown on for the earliest crop.
August in some ways isn’t an ideal
time for planting young plants, as they
are vulnerable to sudden drought
when the sun does come out. Every
year at this time, we write about
watering–that’s
because
it
is
something of an art and a main feature
of our lives on Cemetery Allotments in
the summer. For new allotmenteers,
the key thing to ‘get to grips with’ is that
generally watering needs to be kept to
a minimum, as most plants, if well
settled into the season, will cope with
hot spells. Water really only needs to
go to those plants that are clearly
suffering in the heat or, that are
particularly thirsty varieties such as
carrots, squash and beans. It is worth
reiterating that watering plants that
don’t really need it often means that, if
the plan is to water everything, there is
only time and energy to give all the
plants on the plot a splash each, which
only serves to encourage roots to the
surface where they are more
vulnerable to further drying out. This
really is a situation of less is more.

Water well where it is needed and
leave the rest alone.
Water saving and conserving is also
useful, particularly if your plot is some
distance from the trough. Lots of
people taking water from the troughs
at the same time hasn’t really been an
issue this year, as it’s been a wetter
season than usual. However, if we slip
into a really hot spell, it might become
one, as the troughs don’t hold huge
amounts of water or fill that quickly if
everyone is depleting them down the
line of troughs. If you have a shed, put
up guttering with a water butt. They do
come up free or second-hand if you
are on a tight budget. It’s also worth
having one or two dipping tanks that
can be filled when there aren’t lots of
people using the troughs. Anything
that holds a good amount of water will
do. Old water tanks are ideal. They
often get chucked out during
renovations so it is worth asking a
local heating/pluming engineer if they
can source one or two. The outlet
pipes are easy to make water tight.
Where on occasions water might be
scarce, wildlife is a never far away
from an allotment. Some creatures are
certainly
not
welcomed
by
allotmenteers, notable among these
are Voles, which don’t do a lot of
damage but do drill holes and endless
tunnels under our crops. Then there
are the Cabbage White Butterflies and
Flea Beetles, to name but two
rapacious insects we can do without,
as they can absolutely decimate green
crops in a couple of days. If it’s not
insects, then it’s birds. Leading the
charge on that front are the crafty
Blackbirds, which seem to be masters
of finding their way into even super
fortified fruit cages to stuff themselves
on every berry they can find. The
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pesky Pigeon can also shed Brassicas
to stalks if they are not covered with
nets.
But for all the ones we hope won’t
make an appearance, there are others
that are a pleasure to both see and
hear.
In early spring and early
summer, we have had lots of Skylarks
singing
over
the
fields.
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=sFdra5lfa44
A more beautiful tumbling song would
only be matched by the sweet song of
the Nightingale. We have Blue Tits
nesting and fledging from nest boxes
and in one of the others, Tree bumble
bees often take up residence for the
summer.
Green woodpeckers, the largest of the
three woodpeckers that breed in
Britain, with their noisy short cackling
laugh are heard regularly on the hedge
line. Green Woodpeckers aren’t really
peckers of wood at all, as they are
principally ground feeders. For them it
is Ants, Ants, and more Ants. Given
that there is such a healthy population
of Green Woodpeckers, Ants must be
in very ample supply in Pinsley Wood
and
the
fields
around
us.
It is hard not to conclude that this is
nature taking advantage of the organic
farming environment that we have in
the fields that border our allotments. If
so, long may it be so.
If you are an existing or new
allotmenteer and would like to join the
Association,
just
email
us
hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.co
m. We do know there is a long waiting
list for a Cemetery Allotment, but if you
are interested in renting an allotment,
Contact
Adrian
Edwards
at
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com
or 01993 773532, Mobile 0776 7020
290.

HOW SAFEIS YOUR

ELECTRIC BLANKET?
ELECTRIC BLANKET
CHECKSIN OXFORDSHIRE
Your safety ismost important to us.
Dueto Covid uncertainty wewill test
your blanket but you will not beable
to visit thetest venue.
Wewill collect your blanket fromyour
house, takeit to betested and then return
it to your house(wewill post you aplastic
bagand label prior to our collection).

TESTING IN OXFORDSHIRE

20-24 SEPTEMBER2021
4-8 OCTOBER2021
BOOKINGINFORMATION:
To book your collection call 01865 895999 Option 1
Or email: communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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E

dith Langford locked the school doors and hurried down the long road that

constituted most of the aptly named village of Longborough. Passing neat rows of
cottages on one side and sloping fields on the other, she reached the village
shop and stopped to glance at her reflection. Her hat wasn’t the latest squeak of
fashion, but if she rearranged it slightly—
“Hello Edith!” Mrs. Lundy bustled out of the shop, with Miss Mallowby in tow. “Getting
The Vanishing
ready to meet your young man?”
“How did you—” began Edith.
Lady
“I saw him drive past a few minutes ago.” She beamed at Edith excitedly. “Your first
proper date, as they say. How wonderful! Isn’t it, Miss Mallowby?”
“I just came in to buy stamps…” murmured Miss Mallowby, but Mrs. Lundy wasn’t
Daria Davis
listening.
“Oh, my dear, your hat! Can you fix it?”
Edith grinned.
“It’s supposed to look fashionable. I hope I haven’t missed the mark and gone straight
to rakish.”
Mrs. Lundy looked unconvinced.
“I know young people nowadays are apt to call anyone over the age of thirty ‘a Victorian’ and hopelessly outdated, but
trust me. I know hats. That thing will fly off your head the first time your fellow tries to kiss you!”
Edith blushed.
“I’m not sure it will come to that,” she muttered, pushing the hat firmly back into place.
“That’s right,” Mrs. Lundy nodded approvingly. “A lady should be modest, yet prepared.” She glanced at the clock in the
shop window. “But we mustn’t keep you! Goodbye! I do hope it goes well!”
“Good luck,” added Miss Mallowby curtly.
Edith thanked them and hurried on. She’d been so pleased when Detective-Sergeant Anderson had telephoned and
asked to meet her at the village cafe, Longborough’s number one (and only) spot for courting couples. But, considering
it had taken him nearly a year to get this far, she thought she needn’t worry about kissing for a good while yet.

***

Ensconced with D.S. Anderson at a corner table, with tea and cake before them, Edith felt her deductions were correct.
The detective looked dreadfully nervous.
“Thank you for meeting me, Miss Langford,” he said.
Edith smiled.
“I think under the circumstances you can call me Edith.”
This seemed to put him at ease.
“All right, in that case you ought to call me John. The thing is—” He hesitated, then plunged on. “I really shouldn’t be
discussing the case with anyone, but to be honest we’re hopelessly stuck, and I know I can trust you. In a way, you’ve
been a sort of consultant to the police these past few months. And we really need your help this time.”
“You need my help… with a case.” Edith tried not to show her disappointment. So her hat was in no danger after all.
“Yes. It’s something of an impossible mystery. My inspector is talking of bringing in Scotland Yard, and Constable Horn
thinks it must have been American cat burglars.”
“Go on,” said Edith, intrigued despite herself.
“The facts of the case are these. Three days ago, there was a burglary in the next village.”
“Ah yes, Professor Wrobel’s house. Some rare Roman artefacts went missing.”
The detective blinked.
“Mrs. Lundy?” he asked.
“Mrs. Lundy,” affirmed Edith with a smile. That lady’s good-natured interest in the lives of her neighbours was legendary.
“Naturally the professor is very distressed. That very day he had been in Oxford, allowing the curator of the Ashmolean
Museum to persuade him to lend the items to a special collection. While he was out, he had two visitors. The first was a
lady who claimed to be an old friend of his. She waited for about half an hour, then left. A short while later, his neighbour
Professor Morris showed up. He only stayed for fifteen minutes. He’d come to argue about who should give a series of
lectures in the village hall, so he fumed for a bit and left. When the professor returned, he found the cabinet in his study
broken into, and a whole selection of coins and cameos gone.”
“Did the visitors wait in that room?” asked Edith.
“No, in the drawing room across the hall. The maid and housekeeper were at the back of the house. It was risky to
sneak into the study like that, but not impossible.”
“So which part’s impossible?”
Anderson’s eyes twinkled.
“I knew I could count on you, Miss— Edith,” he said. “Professor Morris had the motive. He saw Wrobel as a rival and
was jealous of him. So naturally, he’s the one with the iron-clad alibi!” He sighed ruefully. “The man spent the entire time
pacing up and down by a side window where a gardener was doing some planting. He even called out to him at one
point. I gather Professor Morris is the kind of person who likes to pull up gardeners on incorrect technique.”
“Yet never does any gardening himself,” murmured Edith. The detective grinned.
“You’ve got the suspect’s profile there. In any case, there wasn’t really a time when he could slip away unnoticed.”
“That leaves us with one suspect,” Edith pointed out.
“Exactly. We were all ready to find this woman and charge her, when we drew a complete blank. No one seems to have
seen her or heard of her before this afternoon.”
“But she must have come from somewhere?”
“You’d think that. But no one in the village saw a strange woman walking around. None of the bus drivers remember
her. And no one saw a car anywhere near the professor’s house. It seems she simply materialised on the doorstep,
stole some valuables, and vanished into thin air.”
“How interesting!”
“Even the maid’s description of her is completely vague.” He fished out his notebook and read: “‘I thought she must be
one of them lady professors, she was all drab and dowdy looking, with great big spectacles. We wondered if she was
the professor’s old sweetheart.’ Hardly helpful.”
“And Constable Horn thinks she was a cat burglar?”
“He’s convinced she shimmied up a drain pipe and made her escape over the rooftops,” said Anderson glumly, “despite
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me pointing out that it was the middle of the day.”
Edith took a thoughtful sip of tea.
“If she were a professional burglar…” she began.
“Ah, but there were much more valuable pieces in that room,” said Anderson. “The stolen items were the professor’s
prized possessions, though. Pointing to someone who knew him well. If only Professor Morris hadn’t loitered by that
window!”
“They did have monetary value, though?” she asked. “I wonder— were they insured?”
“Yes. Now that you mention it, Professor Wrobel insured that collection for a tidy sum.”
“Perhaps we’ve been missing a suspect all along. People do fake burglaries for insurance money.”
Anderson frowned.
“But why would he steal the things and then say he’d lend them to the museum?”
Edith pondered this.
“Wait!” she exclaimed. “What if we’ve got it the wrong way round? He had to steal them, because they were fake, and
he’d be disgraced if the museum ever exhibited them.”
Anderson’s face lit up, but then he frowned again.
“No good. He could just say no to the curator. He’d done it before. Not a very friendly man, the professor. Apparently
the few people he ever talked to, like his neighbour, he inevitably quarrelled with.”
“Hardly the type to have old sweethearts showing up on his doorstep,” Edith remarked. She applied herself to cake and
deep thought. Burglars did not just vanish into thin air, after all. They must be missing something about this woman.
Certainly something about her felt off…
“Today is Thursday, isn’t it?” she asked suddenly. Anderson looked puzzled.
“It is.”
“And Professor Morris, is he a bachelor?”
He consulted his notebook.
“No, a widower.”
“And both men are older, would you say?”
“In their sixties.”
“But the professor’s maid is a young girl?”
“Yes, but look here—” He sounded slightly scandalised. Edith giggled.
“Whatever you’re thinking about elderly professors and young maidens, put it out of your mind, please. I’m on a serious
tack here. Now, why did Professor Wrobel change his mind about exhibiting his collection?”
“I believe the curator finally flattered him into it by promising a big display devoted to his life’s work. That’s why he
agreed to go over and discuss it.”
“Aha,” said Edith. “It all fits. It’s a mad notion, but I suppose it wouldn’t be hard to check.”
“Check what?”
“Whether the reason your mystery lady disappeared was that she never existed.”
She took in his baffled look with satisfaction and sipped some tea.
“I mean,” she explained, “that whether the dowdy, bespectacled lady academic wasn’t a bit too much like a disguise.
And if it was a disguise, there was only one person who would wear it.”
“Surely not—?”
“Oh yes. The person who had a grudge against Professor Wrobel and resented him getting a big exhibition. The person
who knew the household routine. The crime was committed on Monday, you see.”
“I do not see,” admitted Anderson.
“Monday is wash day. The housekeeper and maid would have been in the back garden, washing and hanging up
clothes.”
“Oh! And meanwhile Professor Morris —” He shook his head, apparently unable to picture Professor Morris in a frock.
“Meanwhile Professor Morris dressed up in his late wife’s clothes, committed the crime, then ‘vanished’ into his house
down the road. And a while later he came back to establish the perfect alibi. It’s only guesswork,” she finished, “but I
hope it gives you something to go on?”
“It’s brilliant,” said Anderson warmly. “We’ll look into Morris thoroughly. I’m sure you’re right.” His blue eyes twinkled
once more. “So what gave it away? You always have some teacherly knowledge that throws an entirely new light on the
case.”
“Actually, this time the credit goes to Mrs. Lundy. She was grumbling earlier about young people seeing everyone over
thirty as an old-fashioned Victorian. And it got me thinking that to the young maid, someone dressed up in old, out-offashion clothes, would look just like that: ‘drab and dowdy’. But why would a woman dress so strangely if she were
trying to escape notice?”
“But a man, especially an elderly academic, he’d have no clue about fashion. Just like I missed the clue about wash
day.”
“And I bet you didn’t even notice my hat,” Edith murmured sadly.
“Actually, I think it’s a lovely hat,” said Anderson. “I just hope it doesn’t blow away in the wind when I take you for a
romantic stroll.” Then, turning rather red, he hurriedly fumbled with the bill.
“The hat will just have to take its chances,” said Edith firmly, and gave him an encouraging smile.
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here are now three defibrillators in the village, and the
installation of the one at the village hall has been paid
for by our Rotary Club through our village fundraising
events–so in other words by you, our local residents.
This has all taken so much longer than expected due to
unforeseen circumstances (known as the pandemic), but
now we are finally going to be able to offer some training
in the use of these life-saving machines. We successfully
applied for funds from Tesco’s “Bags of Help,” and this
has paid for three high-tech training dummies, so Dick
Tracey, an approved trainer, will be running courses to
train members of the public in the village as soon as
Covid restrictions allow.
This training will save lives–you never know who or when
these skills will be needed!
In other news, our Eynsham Rotary Club has been
hosting a Rotary Global Scholar from California who is
being sponsored to study at Oxford University. Kelsea is
a very special young woman who is studying “access to
law” here in the UK, as in the US, affording any sort of
legal advice is beyond the means of so many people.
They don't have anything like our Citizens' Advice
Bureau, so she is hoping to go home with ideas that can
alter this situation. One of our members is involved in the
CAB, so he was able to show Kelsea how this
system works.
She has been unlucky enough to be here throughout the
pandemic, so her time in the UK has been somewhat
different from what we would all have hoped. She has
been a regular and very welcome guest at our twice
monthly meetings conducted via Zoom, but as soon as
we were allowed, we arranged a visit for her and another
Rotary scholar to come and explore a little of the English
countryside.
Bluebell woodland is special in the UK, but rare to nonexistent in other parts of the world, so we thought they
would enjoy seeing this spectacular sight at its peak.
They arrived in Hanborough by train and we walked
through Pinsley Wood to take tea in an English country
garden (as allowed by Covid restrictions). I think they
were suitably awed by the carpet of blue and hopefully
enjoyed the tea almost as much.
Kelsea returns to the US next month, but we are
intending to keep in touch to hear how her plans unfold
and to offer any help we can.

rj_pimm@hotmail.com

Eynsham
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Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965

Charity No 304309

H

anborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at
Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy
place welcoming children from 2-5 years of age.
Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for
children aged three years or over and 15 hours for some
two-year-old children–please do not hesitate to request
information regarding this. We provide a safe and
friendly environment for children to learn through play
with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The
sessions run from Monday to Thursday during school
term time starting with the morning session 8:4511:45am, the lunchtime session where children can stay
and have lunch is 11:45am-12:15pm and the afternoon
session is 12:15-3:15pm. Fridays, Pre-School finishes
at 11:45am. We also run Forest School sessions on
Friday mornings, where the children have the
opportunity to go exploring outdoors.
Open Days: Over the summer break, we will be holding
Open Days for our new starters–details will be sent out
to new parents.
This Term: The children have been learning about how
to keep healthy with lots of physical exercise,
discussion and exploration of resources and food. We
have used our oral hygiene kit to look carefully at how
our teeth are made and seen just how many bumps and
lumps there are in our teeth. We have talked about what
it is like to visit the dentist and just how important it is to
eat healthy foods with no added sugar. Together we
have learnt how sugar feeds sugar bugs which eat into
our teeth to make holes. At lunch time, the children have
looked at each other’s lunch boxes and chatted about
which items are healthy and which are not.
On one of our walks in the field, we saw the farmer
collecting up the cut grass in bales. Later, he told the
children how he sows special seeds that grow into
plants which are great for wildlife but also provide a
natural medicine when eaten by cows. The children
had lots of questions to ask him and were really
interested in what he had shared with them. At the
allotment, we have collected lots of rhubarb and are
enjoying our first crop of raspberries and courgettes.
We also have lots of red currants ripening and the
runner beans are finally starting to climb–summer could
finally be here! Sadly, it is time to say goodbye to our
children who are going to school in September. We will
miss them all and wish them well in their new school.
Both children and staff have been working hard to
develop our outside area so that it is easier to use in the
rain or sunshine. The new pergola is near completion
and will provide a fantastic shelter and play space for all
to use. We are very excited to see how this area
develops over the summer break ready to start back in
September.

Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be
updated on future events and news. You can also visit
our
website
for
more
information:
www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit,
email longhanborough.preschool@gmail.com or call our
mobile at the pavilion (07770 687782) during session
times.
Administration:
Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017
where we were rated GOOD

New Fees with effect from September 2021: Morning
(8:45-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15-3:15pm)
are £18 per session. Lunchtime sessions (Monday to
Thursday inc 11:45am-12:15pm) are £3 per session.
We are now full from September 2021 and now have a
waiting list for spaces should they come up. September
2022 is also filling up, so do please contact us to
register a place. Email us for copies of our prospectus
on pre-school@gmx.com, or you can download one
from our website.
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Hands, Face, Space to Continue In Operation
We want to be able to continue to offer the best service we can to our patients. To achieve this,
we need to minimise the risk of staff sickness and the need to isolate. We will continue to operate
a Covid-secure environment within the surgeries following the Hands, Face, Space advice in
place before 19 July 2021. To protect our patients and staff, we will therefore continue to ask all
adults entering any of our buildings to continue to wear face masks whilst at either Eynsham
Medical Centre or Long Hanborough Surgery. This will also apply in the pharmacy at Long
Hanborough. We would like to thank you all in anticipation of your cooperation.
Two New Job Opportunities (Closing date for both positions is 6 August 2021)
Patient Care Advisors (PCAs)
We are looking for Patient Care Advisors (PCAs) to join our friendly team. Hours per week for
these roles start at 20 and could go to full time for the right candidate/s. You will be confident in
using different IT systems, have proven customer service and communication skills and be
assured working within your own team and with other multi-disciplinary teams. Starting rate for
this position is £9.00. Pay rate will reviewed after a probationary period. To apply, please send
your CV to sue.rayfield@nhs.net

EYNSHAM
MEDICAL
GROUP
UPDATES

Administration Assistant
We are looking for an administration assistant to work with the Nursing and Health Care Assistant
teams. The role is for 5 hours per week providing administrative services to the teams. These
hours can be flexible to work around your lifestyle. You will be confident in using different IT
systems and keen to learn the background to the clinical work that goes on in the surgery.
Starting rate for this position is £8.91. To apply please send your CV to leanda.rankin@nhs.net
Timely Reminder…
The Covid-19 vaccination programme is open to anyone aged 18 and over. There are currently
two vaccines being used locally in Oxfordshire, Pfizer/BioNTech or Oxford/AstraZeneca. The
vaccines are allocated nationally, and local centres do not have any influence over which they
receive. You cannot choose which vaccine you have. When you book, you’ll only be offered
appointments for vaccines that are suitable for you.
Most people can have any of the Covid-19 vaccines, but some people are only offered certain
vaccines. For example, if you’re pregnant or under 40, you’ll usually only be offered appointments
for the Pfizer/BioNTech or Moderna vaccines. You should have the same vaccine for both doses
unless you had serious side effects (such as a severe allergic reaction) after your first dose.
These are very rare reactions, and if affected, you will be informed by your GP or hospital clinician
that a different vaccine is necessary for your second dose. Minor side effects after having any of
the vaccinations are common and not a cause for concern. These are usually mild and should not
last longer than a week. They include:
�
a sore arm from the injection
�
feeling tired
�
a headache
�
feeling achy
Oxford University Hospitals Update
John Radcliffe, Churchill, Nuffield Orthopaedic, Horton
We thought that it might be a good time for a Covid-19 update following the Oxford University Hospitals
Council of Governors Meeting on 14 July. Top news: there is more Covid about in our area, but cases
are usually mild. To put a bit more detail around what is happening here, you’ll be aware from the news
that Oxford has become a bit of a hotspot for new Covid-19 cases–almost all of the Delta variant–and
this is beginning to spread across the county. As a result, our area has qualified for extra government
funding to ensure that testing is widely available. It is important to get a free test if you think you might
have been in contact with an infected person. Just Google ‘Covid Testing in Oxfordshire’ to find your
nearest walk-in centre. If you test positive, you must self-isolate. It continues to make sense to adhere
to the ‘Hands, Face, Space’ advice. Washing your hands is a great way to stop the spread of infection.
Covid-19 vaccination is highly effective and safe, posing a substantially lower risk than the
complications of infection, so please make sure that you are fully vaccinated. In the event that you
haven’t had one or both jabs, don’t wait to be called. Go onto the NHS website and book in. Cases in
Oxfordshire have mainly affected younger, unvaccinated people and have not required hospital
intervention. For that reason these hospitals went for a considerable time with no Oxfordshire hospital
admissions for Covid-19. This is now starting to pick up a bit, and at the time of writing some five
people per day were presenting in the Emergency Department. Of those, about two per day were
requiring hospital admission. Happily, no one was at that time on a ventilator. The hospitals and staff
are coping very well, and there has been no significant new impact on elective procedures, although
it will be a considerable time before the backlogs are eliminated. They do vary a lot between
specialities, and you may find yourself being referred to another specialist centre for treatment in some
areas, such as ophthalmology. There is no shortage of tests and PPE, and all hospital staff receive
twice-weekly lateral flow tests. The Government announced relaxations of the Covid-19 rules in
England from Monday 19 July, but we want to make you aware that this relaxation does not apply to
our hospital sites where, to keep ourselves and our patients safe, we must not relax our guard. We
wish to remind you that the guidance in our hospitals has not changed and that mask wearing and
social distancing remain in place on all our hospital sites. Thank you for your support for our patients,
visitors and staff.
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T
Hanborough & Freeland
Running Group
Phil Reese

he Hanborough Freeland Running
Groups have now been going for
just over a year. There are now
almost 50 local joggers and runners
involved. The groups have been
enjoying the longer evenings on some
great on- and off-road routes through
the local countryside and meeting new
people.
We now have a number of sub-groups
which
have
been
established
including:
The Green Turtles now have their own
Whatsapp group and mailing list to
keep in touch. This group organises
runs for those who:
•Like to run for up to approx. 3-5km
•Run at a very gentle pace (slow and
steady)
•Take opportunities to catch their
breath occasionally
•Enjoy a very relaxed and sociable
atmosphere
•Are perhaps either new to running, or
returning to running after a break
The Intermediate Group has also
been recently established, again with
their own Whatsapp channel to
arrange runs together:
�For those able to do runs of around 5-

EST SINCE 1994.

PROFESSIONALWINDOW CLEANING
&
CARPET CLEANING
FULLY INSURED
millbrookservices1@gmail.com
TEL: 01235 511541 MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE
Visit our webpage to view all other services:

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk
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10km
�Running at a pleasant & relaxed pace
(for example, the pace might suit
someone who runs a 5Km in around
27mins to 40mins)
�May be coming back to running after
an injury, and want to ease
themselves back in
�Would like to get a little fitter again,
and would like some others of similar
ability to practice with
There is also interest from a number of
runners for a more advanced group
which may emerge in the coming
months, to join those existing
members who like to train to compete
in races and marathons, etc. with
opportunities for fun and varied speed
or interval sessions, longer training
runs, faster pace tempo runs and
sociable recovery runs.
The established sociable Thursday
evening runs for all-comers continue
from Freeland each week.
For more information, please contact
us:
https://www.strava.com/clubs/
HanFree-Run
HanFree-run@outlook.com
Hope to see running soon!

August
1st

10:00am
Rev Hedley Feast, Holy Communion

8th

10:00am
Rev Fred Ireland

15th

10:00am
Mrs Jenny Bywater

22nd

10:00am
Mr Robert Forster

29th

10:00am
Local Arrangement

Young Church will not be meeting during the
summer holidays from Sunday 25 July. We
start up again on Sunday 5 September.
During the school holidays, there will be an
activity box and toys available in the Milner
Room. Children are very welcome to stay
with their parents/careers in the service
and/or help themselves to activities in the
Milner
Room
under
parent/carer
supervision. We hope you all have a happy
summer!

Methodist Church
Our Methodist Church Services from now
on will be held in church unless things
change again. If you have not been
before and would like to join us, please
contact:

The Churches in Hanborough will be
focusing some of their prayers on the
community and will be praying for a part of
the villages’ community each month. In
August, the focus of prayer will be on
Roosevelt Road and Pinsley Road.

Nigel James 01993 881711 or
Gill Breakspear 01993 883914
We would love to welcome you.

D
Our
Associate
Minister
Rev. Charles
Harris

ear Friends,
Back again! PART Nine of my Faith
saga. Addressing the question from my
own personal experience of: “Why in such a
secular world I believe in the existence of
God.”
I have previously shared a great deal about
my own life and family roots, but I want to
take us back a bit and share some of my
experiences in Ministry. These interactions
with people have demonstrated to me so
much about the existence of God and of His
active love and involvement in our lives.
In my entrance hall, I have a plaque given to
me many years ago by a wise and down-toearth cleric and his wife–much loved Irish
friends now living in Norfolk. It reads,
“Bidden or not bidden God is Present.” Carl
Jung, the eminent psychologist (1875-1961)
had this carved in Latin over his front door.
It reminds me that God is active in the world
even when individuals fail to recognise or
acknowledge it. The reality of God’s love
does not depend on us owning it, He will not
stop loving us, but he rejoices when we
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recognise and respond to it. He is equally
saddened when we rebuff it or harden our
hearts towards Him or reject Him
completely.
The first place I was sent by Church Army
following my training was to Taunton in
Somerset. I was part of a team of four staff:
Alan & Carol Price, Marian Hawkins and
myself. We lived in various parts of the
town, and each had responsibilities in one
of three different Church of England
Parishes. In addition to this, we formed a
joint Mission Team to engage in activities
across the town, and sometimes into the
neighbouring villages. The stories I will tell
over the next few months are about real
people I have met in various places, but to
respect confidentiality I will omit some
details and some people’s names.
Pearl lived in my “socially deprived” street in
Taunton. She was known to have been a
rather wayward woman and had various
liaisons in her life. Her son seemed
somewhat uncertain exactly who his father
had been. Pearl was the salt of the earth
with a warm heart, and despite her poverty,
incredibly generous. She saved all year to
give endless local children Christmas gifts.
One morning at about 8:00am, she

gang warfare & God’s intervention in New
thumped on my front door! She had seen
York. Following this, Jim asked for a private
my curtains closed and said “Why are you
a conversation and subsequently decided
still asleep! You should be up early praying
he wished to follow Christ & become a
for us all!” I was duly rebuked! After that, I
Christian. This was a big step for Jim who
opened the curtains before going to sleep
had been questioning the existence of God
every night to avoid a further morning wake
for many years.
up call, and frequently still do! Pearl swore
A few weeks later, I was invited to an
like a trouper, and never have I met a
evening meal at the couple’s home, during
woman who used the F…word so often!!!
which Patricia also prayed, calling on God
After some time, she was persuaded to
to touch her life. This couple wanted God to
come to Church, as her son had shown an
bless a ring, but in an unexpected turn of
interest in life there. He found it supportive.
events, God blessed them both and their
The first Sunday, she came out of the
marriage.
Church Service and complained alarmingly
A memorable occurrence was linked to the
to me about how people were “stuck up,”
Youth Fellowship at the church. Most of the
“unfriendly,” “toffee nosed,” and used much
young people came from poor families who
more
demonstrative
expressions!
I
were
struggling
somehow managed
financially but who
to pacify her by partly
had parents who
agreeing (as they had
wanted to do the best
not tried that hard) but
for their children. It
explaining how they
was decided that I
were intimidated and a
would arrange a Youth
little frightened of her!
Fellowship holiday to
She kept attending. After
London. In cooperation
a while, people spoke to
with a Church Army
her, and she realised they
colleague
based
in
were not against her, but
Hornchurch in Essex, just
just needed time to get
outside of London, but with
used to her.
access
to
the
London
After about four months, a
Underground system, we started
couple of ladies in the church
making the arrangements to stay in
asked me if I had noticed that
Pearl had stopped swearing. I had Isaiah Ch 46 v 4 the church hall there for a week. We
needed money, so we started
not noticed at all but realised
collecting weekly subscriptions from the
something must have happened. I visited
young people. Knowing that would be
her at home and was amazed to be told that
insufficient, we needed to do some serious
she had seen her son praying by the side of
fundraising. They and their parents took to
his bed and had knelt next to him and that
the task with a vengeance. One of the
they had both asked God to be more active
events was a jumble sale. We had enough
in their lives. Pearl had given herself to God
stuff to fill an emporium! But to my surprise,
in prayer and had been overwhelmed by the
before the jumble sale started, two of the
power of God’s presence. Her life was
young people appeared with notices they
noticeably changed. The change was
had made, large and bold signs: “THOU
permanent, and she just thrived as the time
SHALT NOT STEAL.” I was somewhat
passed. When she died some years after
amused, but they were serious in intent and
from cancer, she was confident in God’s
determined, so up the notices went, and
love for her. An amazing lady and very
eagle-eyed spies mingled amongst the
memorable. I lost track of her son over the
customers! In addition to this, I was amazed
years and often wonder how he got on.
as one of the young guys declared that we
Another experience in Taunton was meeting
had to pray before the sale opened. He was
Jim and Patricia. One evening, I was
a rogue normally, but he prayed that God
childminding the vicar’s children while their
would help us get enough money to go to
mum and dad took a much-needed evening
London. I was confirmed in my heart that
to themselves. The doorbell rang, and this
God was in the project. I had better stop
middle-aged bloke stood on the steps
here! Tell you more next time when It is my
looking rather sheepish. He explained that
turn to write.
his wife had lost her wedding ring and that
he had bought a new one. He wanted the
Every Blessing,
vicar to bless the ring. I took his contact
Rev. Charles Harris
details and carried on child minding. When
Associate Methodist Minister: Long
Alan the vicar returned, he asked if I might
Hanborough & Sutton
follow the couple up by making a home visit
to them, as he was inundated with stuff that
week. I was welcomed into their home like a
If you feel you need to speak to a Minister,
long-lost friend. I met the couple and their
please contact either:
son and daughter. I was able to arrange for
them to come to church one Sunday to a
Minister:
service, during which they reaffirmed their
Rev. Fred Ireland
vows and used the new ring. They started to
01993 867301
attend together regularly, as Patricia wanted
Associate Minister:
to do so. After some weeks, there was a
Rev. Charles Harris
film night at which we showed a now old film
01993 358707
“The Cross and the Switchblade” about
Mobile: 07365325522

“I am he who will sustain
you, I have made you; I
will care for you I will
carry you and I will
rescue you.”
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Welcome Back!
Cornerstone Coffee
House
Re-opens on
Friday 3 September
8:45 am-2:00 pm
In the Milner room
Long Hanborough Methodist
Church
Drop in for hot/cold drinks,
homemade cakes and filled
rolls
Toys for young children

Holiday Cornerstone
Coffee Mornings
Long Hanborough
Methodist Church
10:00am-12:00pm
Friday 6th, 13th, 20th, &
27th August
Do come along and enjoy
a drink and piece of cake
or a biscuit.
Bring your friends!
Proceeds to Cancer
Research
Restrictions permitting

Hanborough
Walking Group
We are a very friendly and informal group who
meet up on the third Sunday of the month and
walk for approximately two hours. Some walks
are local and some may be a short car ride
away. We do try to accommodate people’s
different expectations of walk length.
Our next Sunday walk is 15 August at 2:00pm.
We will email those on the email circulation list
with details about where the walk will start
nearer the time. We are also organising a
midweek walk on Wednesday 4 August which
will be a short, local walk starting at 6:00pm.
If you are not on our list and would like to find
out more and get updates on walks, please
contact:
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or Ellen
Armitage ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk

Wednesday 4 August 6:00pm
Sunday 15 August 2:00pm
Sunday 19 September 2:00pm

JPHeating
Gas • Oil • LPG
Boiler replacements
New heating systems & upgrades
Controls
Boiler breakdowns
Air source heat pumps
Service & maintenance
Domestic & Commercial

01865 864697

07809 204444

info@jpheating.co.uk / www.jpheating.co.uk

WI

A

fter over a year, Hanborough WI is to resume
monthly meetings. The Committee has
decided that August 2021 is the time.
Thursday 12 August at 7:30 pm in the Recreation
Hall. We all look forward to seeing you, and don't
forget to bring a pen and paper for the quiz.
Refreshments will be provided. If you want any
information about Hanborough WI, please contact
Pat Cottle President on 07919252019 or Liz
Bowler Secretary on 01993 881058. Best wishes
to you all.
Carol Bower
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T

he Club had an extraordinary
visit in July to the gardens of
St Hilda’s College in Oxford.
This was guided by the former
Head of the University Parks
Walter Sawyer, who was the
consultant on the gardens
redevelopment. There was a
great deal to see, including a
tower with the beginnings of a
roof-top garden. The afternoon
began with a picnic in the
grounds of the Oxford Botanic
garden, giving members time to
just sit and talk and take in the
different garden areas. This
included the Merton Borders,
which are part of an ecological
study to develop a sustainable
ornamental planting regime of
flowering plants that continue
through the seasons. 85% of the
plants were direct sown into the
beds. There were lots of ideas to
take home from both of these
visits.
The Committee have plans for
talks in the autumn again
dependant
on
Covid-19
restrictions, and we are planning
an informal meeting in August at
Aston Pottery for coffee and to
admire their annual garden (yet
more inspiration).
As ever, there is still much to do.
With all the rain in June and July,
I have been battling with all the
new growth, especially with
hedges and a vine, but now I
have found a recipe using vine
leaves (dolmades), it makes it all
the more rewarding.
Participants in the Hanborough
Nature Recovery Network are
busy monitoring their plots. If you
would like to join in the research
for this project, please do
contacts us using the contact
button on the HGC website.
hanboroughgardenclub.org
Thank you.

HANDY MAN SERVICE
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower
resealants
Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs &
carpentry
CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or
Email: dasdecandbuild@gmail.com
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August
Report
2021

Combe Mill

J

une saw our first open day for
members
and
potential
volunteers, and many people
came to see how their skills could
help maintain the Mill for future
generations.
Several Villagers signed up there
and then ...... there is always
room for more, so please do
contact us if you are interested to
find out more.

A Place to Discover

WE ARE OPEN for steaming days from 18 July, third
Sunday of August, September and October.

WE ARE OPEN

for Sunday, not in steam, on the first
Sunday of the month from July to October.

WE ARE OPEN on every Wednesday from now until the
end of October.

WE ARE OPEN for group visits from schools/scouts/
brownies/guides/WI/historical societies/u3a or any other
interest group!!

Julie Stuart-Thompson
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15 AUGUST Steaming day is a
very popular one, with exhibitors
bringing their "Models and
Collections" to share with visitors.
BBQ and tea room offers are
available to tempt all visitors, to
stay, relax and enjoy the views.
Coming next:
19 SEPTEMBER Country Crafts
17 OCTOBER Woodcrafts
Check out the website for further
information: combemill.co.uk

Hanborough
Meadows
Pre-School
(previously Long Hanborough Playgroup
est. 1984) provides a high standard of
pre-school education for children aged 25 years old. We help children to develop
and thrive in our small, friendly and
bespoke setting, which was opened in
April 2019. Our pre-school enjoys strong
links with local schools to facilitate a
smooth transition for your child into the
Foundation Stage of primary school. We
have a strong emphasis on outdoor
learning and run our Forest Rangers
sessions on Tuesday and Friday
mornings. Hanborough Meadows PreSchool is committed to safeguarding and
all staff and volunteers are vetted to
ensure the welfare of the children.

Sessions run Monday to Friday during term �me
only (2 session minimum policy)
Prices as of January 2021:
Full Day 8:30am-3:15pm £35
AM Session 8:30-11:30am £20
Lunch Club 11:30am-12:15pm £4
PM Session 12:15-3:15pm £20

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an
approved se�ng for grant funding of eligible 2,
3 and 4 year olds.
All of our sessions for 2021-22 and 2022-23
are now completely full! We are taking
registration for places from September
2023. Please find contact details below.

What Have We Been Up to?
Guardians of the Planet: This topic has been
such an interesting and exciting area of learning
for the children. In the last few weeks, we have
been learning all about bees–their importance to
the natural world and the lovely honey that they
make. The children played a game of ‘Find The
Nectar’ where they dressed as bees and hunted
in our outdoor space for the nectar (yellow duplo
bricks had been hidden) and even made their
own bee hives! Buuuzzzzzzzzz! The children had
a very special treat when they were invited to visit
Farmer Robert to help him bottle feed his young
calf Duncan. Duncan’s mummy was struggling to
produce enough milk for him, so Farmer Robert
gave him extra milk twice a day. The children
loved helping to call him over to them and some
of the children helped with the feeding. A very big
thank you to Farmer Robert for sharing such a
special experience with our children. The children
have been enjoying their Forest Ranger
sessions; we have had lots of fun den-building
and playing ‘schools’ in the dens. This week, we
also had a visit from a baby robin, which the
children named Mary. We also lifted up a log and
found a toad, which was very exciting. On our
walks to our Forest Ranger site, we have
continued to be ‘litter aware!’ We have been
collecting all the litter we find and keeping our
lovely woods clean.
Learning New Skills: The children continue to
develop their practical skills at our woodwork
station, which we have in our outdoor learning
area. After re-confirming the woodwork area rules
with Tamsin, the children learnt how to turn
screws using a screwdriver and practised using
balsa wood and polystyrene. Amazing woodwork
everyone!
Is that Jaws we can see??
Drawing sharks teeth is a great way to help
children practice making zig zag lines. This can
really help with some of their letter formations
when learning to write. Hollie supported some of
the children to do this with a fun, under the sea
themed activity.
Upcoming Events:
The Summer term is undoubtedly our busiest
term of the year. For staff, much of their work is
helping the children who are moving on to start
school with their preparation and transition. We
are also very busy preparing to welcome more
new children to begin their Hanborough
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Meadows journey in September. For all those
children starting school, we would love to wish
them goodbye and a massive good luck! We will
miss you all but know you will have lots of
amazing new experiences at your new schools.
Keep in touch, and let us know how you are
getting on! We can’t wait for the amazing leaving
celebration that we are hosting for the children
with an Under The Sea theme.
We are also so sad to say goodbye to Toni, one
of our Deputy Managers. She started working
with us in 2016 and has contributed so much to
making Hanborough Meadows what it is today
with her commitment and passion. Much loved by
our staff, parents and the children alike, Toni has
made such a difference to so many children in her
care. She is moving to become a Teaching
Assistant at Hanborough Manor School, and we
wish her so much luck for her new adventures.
With the Summer Holidays approaching, keeping
children entertained can be daunting for parents
and carers. The “50 Things to do Before You’re 5
in Oxfordshire” website has some really
wonderful ideas and resources like a local event
calendar: oxfordshire.50thingstodo.org/app/
os#!/welcome
The Red Kite Days website is a really helpful and
has some fab ideas of activities and days out for
children in Oxfordshire
oxfordshire.redkitedays.co.uk/event/summerevents-whats-on-days-out-with-kids-oxfordshire/

Have a great time and see you in September to
tell us all about it!

hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com
33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough,
OX29 8FL
01865 689 015
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to
make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful.
You can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website
hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
or the GoFundMe link at gf.me/u/x5h526

In the Kitchen
Caprese Salad
At the time of writing, it is incredibly hot and the thought of turning on the oven defies all logic. Though
not a recipe as much as a reminder of existence, this caprese salad is simply delicious with good
buffalo mozzarella and any sort of good tomato (easy to find now it’s well and truly in season).

Serves

Prep Time

Cooking Time

4

15 mins

None

Me th o d

1

In gre d ie n ts

Now this really couldn’t be more simple
when you really can’t be bothered. All
you have to do is arrange the tomatoes,
cheese and basil on a serving platter.
Mix
together
the
vinaigrette
ingredients; drizzle over salad. If
desired, sprinkle with additional salt
and pepper.

2 large, 4 medium or 8 (or more) small
tomatoes
1 small handful of fresh basil leaves
A ball of sliced (preferably buffalo)
mozzarella
For the vinaigrette:
2 Tbsp olive oil
2 Tbsp balsamic vinegar
1 tsp mustard powder
Salt and pepper to taste
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Solar power is a renewable resource, which means that it comes from a natural source that always be replaced. Using solar
panels, we can turn sunbeams into electricity. A solar panel is made up of solar cells, which are made with silicon atoms. Atoms
are often called “building blocks” because they are the tiny pieces of matter that make up everything. Trillions of silicon atoms
are needed to make two silicon layers for each cell. These layers have different electrical charges, which makes an electrical
field ready to hold electricity. When the sun shines on the solar cells, particles of light called photons knock electrons free from
the silicon atom. Electrons are the parts of atoms which carry electricity. This movement of the tiny electrical particles creates
electricity. This electricity can be used to power our homes or be moved to the electricity grid to power other homes, buildings,
streetlights, and more.

Ma

th aluminium foil so that the foil is facing into the box
when the flap is closed.
3. Cover the open hole under the flap with plastic wrap and tape in place.
4. Carefully open the box and place treats inside to melt in the sunlight.
These can be s’mores, cheese on toast, or anything you can think of to
melt!
5. Blue tack the wooden skewer to one corner of the flap and blue tack the
other end to the top of the pizza box so that the foil can reflect sunlight into
the box. You may have to ask an adult to cut the skewer for you.
6. Position the flap so that it reflects sunlight onto your treats and place in
the sun.
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A local environmental ac�vist is looking for someone to share
her home
I live in one of the bungalows down Swan Lane in Long Hanborough. If you are interested in
joining me as my lodger, your accommoda�on would consist of:
�
bathroom for your sole use
�
large bedroom with a TV and DVD player
�
large garden-room which has a dining table and chairs, lots of cupboards, ke�le, toaster,
microwave and fridge
Crockery and cutlery are provided and plenty of bedding and towels are available. The bedroom
includes a single bed and also a sofa that converts to a double-bed, there are plenty of cupboards
and drawers. There is a large garden which is very wild, it was once very �dy but nowadays I am
concerned about the loss of biodiversity. There is plenty of garden furniture available for you to
use. Shared kitchen. Cost £625 per month, no contribu�on to household bills is required. Access
to Wi-fi and a printer is available.
Text Barbara on 07896 542056 to come to view and to chat, check out my website to learn more
about my environmental ac�vism: h�ps://poemsforparliament.uk

