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Judy Haynes set herself
the challenge to walk 300,000

steps for Christian Aid. Turn to
page 19 to find out just how well
she’s done…

Judy Exceeds Her
300,000 Step
Challenge!
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Parish Council July
Report

Local Elections
Hanborough Parish Council was uncontested in Town and Parish Council Elections with eight nominations
submitted for the 12 councillor places. The following were elected unopposed: Ellen Armitage, Michael Franklin,
Rod Fraser, Rich Fuller, Penelope Marcus, Steve Page, Kerry Scarlett and Lucy Tritton. Penelope Marcus was
elected as chair. The Parish Council has agreed to co-opt three places, leaving just one vacancy. Please contact
the clerk or any councillor for further information.

Parish Council Meetings
The Government Regulations enabling virtual Parish Council meetings came to an end at midnight on 6 May
2021. We returned to face-to-face meetings in May. The public can attend, but there will be restrictions on
numbers in the hall. Therefore, it is encouraged to submit any public participation questions or statements by
email rather than attend in person.

Parish Grass Cutting: Much Reduced Cutting Regime
Parish Council has agreed to reduce the number of cuts of verges to allow for re-wilding. This is part of a wider
move being adopted by councils across the country to leave areas uncut between May and September. This is
a benefit for wildlife and also cuts down on CO2 emissions by contractors. We also encourage residents who
have traditionally cut their own verge to consider leaving it between May and September.

We appreciate this will change the appearance of the parish and that not everyone will agree, but Council hopes
in time it will become familiar. The plan will be to cut most areas twice only. Areas identified for visibility at
junctions, recreation or accessibility reasons will continue to be cut monthly. We have extended the set aside
areas to include under the trees in Hurdeswell.

New Picnic Tables and Benches
The first batch of tables and benches have arrived and been installed around the Pavilion. More are due shortly
for Hurdeswell. Let’s hope for a long hot summer so that we can enjoy these new outdoor spaces.

A4095 Pavement to Bladon
Council is working with our County Councillor to get the pavement cleared where it has been narrowed by
undergrowth. We have also written to Blenheim and Bladon Parish Council to ask that hedges and trees are cut
back to make for a safer walking route.

Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You
can also contact us through the website for non urgent enquiries:
hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Reporting Highway Problems
fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems.
Councillors would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged
signs, overgrown paths, etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference
number to follow up if necessary. The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to
understand where there are issues.

Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC
make the decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site:
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/

There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning
applications in your area. You can register at the following location:
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/

Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 13 July 2021 at 7:00pm in the
Pavilion. An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding
Thursday. Members of the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or
queries by prior written request to the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting and
joining instructions will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may change.

Ellen Armitage
Tel: 07775 419512
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com
Michael Franklin
Tel: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com
Rod Fraser
Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Rich Fuller
Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Steve Page
Tel: 359984
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Kerry Scarlett Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com
Lucy Tritton Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel: 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk

Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk

Officers of the Parish Council

Penelope Marcus: Chair
Tel: 881312
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com

Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood,
OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning,
Cemetery and Allotments matters
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough,
Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
Office Hours: 01993 773532
Mobile: 07767 020290
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com

The Councillors
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Dear Hanborough,
Firstly, I would just like to apologise for the late
running of this the July edition of the Herald. I have

been away on family business which commanded far
more of my time than was originally expected. But
hopefully now you can rest easy once again with
Herald’s comforting pages between your digits.
I would also like to thank everyone who got in touch with
their input on the recent changes to the look and layout
of the Herald–like I often say, without all of you, this
publication simply would not exist! I have done my best
to implement the ideas and suggestions that I have
received over the last month, and please don’t hesitate
to get in touch with any suggestions or, in particular,
anything you might like to contribute to the Herald in the
coming editions.
Now I’m sure many of you are aware that over the last
couple of years there has been a bit of a question mark
over the future of the Oliver’s Garage site, a local
feature and business spanning more than a century.
Finally, there has been some movement on the matter,
but I don’t want to say to much, as they have put it much
better on page 31.
Though not quite situated within our city walls, North
Leigh’s Roman Villa has been the focus of a fascinating
discovery and was even featured on the BBC’s evening
news (see page 7)! However, they have been facing
significantly increased footfall since the beginning of
2020, which has taken its toll on the nearly 2,000 year
old stonework. So next time you head down there to
soak up some of that historical goodness, just watch
which out and try your best not to kick anything too
hard, or there might not be anything left by the time I get
down there.
Finally, I would just like to award Judy Haynes my
biggest, warmest congratulations for well exceeding her
300,000 step challenge by walking nearly 200 miles
and raising lots of lovely money for Christian Aid. What
an achievement Judy, and what an inspiration for the
village at large. Again–CONGRATULATIONS!
That’s it from me this month, so until next time…

Tommy Begley
Editor
Hanborougherald@gmail.com

Letter From the EditorContents

Due to the current emergency, some dates
may change; please contact the event
organiser to confirm.
Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Hanborough Herald, but are the views of its
contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication
are not endorsed nor specifically
recommended by the Management
Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please
mention to the supplier that you saw their
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald.

Editor:
Tommy Begley
hanboroughherald@

gmail.com
Tel: 07796 795207
Advertising Officer:
Val Pankhurst
advertshh@gmail.com
Tel: 01993 882363
Distribution:
Sarah Nicholls
Tel: 01993 881466

Management Committee:
All of the previous plus:
Chairman:
Nigel James
Tel: 01993 881711
Treasurer:
Michael Greenway
Tel: 01993 357014
Member:
Jane Lewis
Tel: 01993 883077

Waste and Recycling

Herald Contact Details

Please Note…

Blue lidded bins are for all
recycling except glass bottles/
jars.

In GREEN weeks, general
recycling, glass, food waste and
garden waste will be collected.

In GREY weeks, general rubbish
and food waste will be collected.

Residents can now report a
missed bin collection direct to our
depot via our online form:
westoxon.gov.uk/missedbin

• Wednesday 14th July
• Wednesday 28th July

• Wednesday 7th July
• Wednesday 21st July
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Hi, everyone!
Did you manage to
find me last month? I
was taking the bus
on page 17! I wonder
where I’ll end up this
month?
Hans Bruh

Notices From the Village

Hanborough Playing Field Association
HPFA will be holding another “Party at The
Pav” on Saturday 11 September 2021 from
3:00pm onwards, with live bands, the bar will
be open, bouncy castle, entertainment–so
do save the date in your calendars. Further
details to follow in next month’s Hanborough
Herald.

Scams
Recently, the frequency and the persistency
of scam callers is getting to a point where
more and more people are becoming victims
at all ages. The following link is very easy
and quick to complete. As soon as residents
receive a phone call, they should write down
the phone number which appears on the
phone with the date and time of the call, then
using the link, enter the phone number
details.
bt.com/consumer/edw/scams

Would You Be Prepared To Help Out in a
Crisis?
We at the Herald are looking for people who
would be prepared to step in and deliver the
Heralds in times of sickness or holidays of
our regular team members. If you feel that
you could help out delivering planned or at
short notice, please contact Sarah Nicholls
01993 881466.

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald
delivered to you, they are available from the
following locations:
The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’
Surgery, Suzuki Garage, Methodist Church,
Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair Studio
or online at:
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk

rj_pimm@hotmail.com
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HANBOROUGH NATURE RECOVERY
NETWORK

In acknowledgement of National Hedgerowweek 29 May-6 June, we had a quick
survey of some of the hedgerows in the

village, and here are some examples. As you
can see, they are looking magnificent at this
time of year. Hedgerows play a huge role in
supporting wildlife and providing natural
corridors.
Another nod to verges–in our short walk, we
spotted numerous wildflowers such as
buttercups, vetch, clover, angelica, plantain,
cow parsley, speedwell, dock, stitchwort,
nettle, dead nettle, herb bennet, catmint, ox
eye daisies, geranium, thistle, poppy, lady’s
slipper, rape and milkwort. We also saw
some great examples of good verge
management–a great way to look smart and
tidy and support wildlife is to leave some
areas of long grass and others short as in this
example. A mown path through long grass
looks fantastic too.
Nature Recovery One Metre Challenge
YOU can get involved straightaway in our

Hedgerows

Nature Recovery One Metre Challenge. In
your back garden or any space suitable you
have access to, mark out a metre square and
send us your ‘before and after’ photos
showing us what you have done to
encourage wildlife and biodiversity in your
metre square. If you don’t have a suitable
space, try making a wild garden in a pot.
Send photos by 10 July to either of the emails
above so we can publish results in the
August Hanborough Herald. There will be a
prize for the metre square we think is the
most wildlife friendly.
There are plenty of places to look for ideas.
Try the RHS rhs.org.uk/get-involved/wild-
about-gardens
or BBOWT bbowt.org.uk actions
If you are interested in playing an active role
in HNRN or just want to find out more
information, please do contact us.
Penelope Marcus & Lucy Tritton (contact
details found on page 3)
We would love to hear from you.

An archivist at Blenheim Palace has
rediscovered a 200-year-old guide
revealing the lost treasures of one

of Britain’s largest villas. In its heyday,
North Leigh Roman Villa in
Oxfordshire had a total of 60 rooms,
including three bath suites, 16 rooms
with mosaics and 11 containing under-
floor heating. The villa remained buried
for almost 1,500 years until 1813 when
it was excavated by architect Henry
Hakewill on land owned by the
Blenheim Estate. Hakewill worked on
the site for four years (1813-16) just as
the Napoleonic Wars were ending and
wrote a guide to his excavations.
Among the most spectacular finds was
a near-complete mosaic floor, which
was almost entirely carried away by
sightseers within a week of having
been dug up. The destruction was so
complete that only the detailed
drawing of the mosaic in Hakewill’s
guidebook survived. Writing in the
guide he commented,

“When first discovered in
September 1815, the pavement
was entire, except a small part
in the south-east corner, and a
circular compartment in the
middle of the room, but such
was the eager curiosity of the
country people who, on the

Matthew Lee
North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteer

Rediscovered 200-Year-Old Guide Reveals Lost
Treasures of North Leigh’s Roman Villa

Sunday following the discovery,
flocked in crowds to the spot,
that before any precautions
could be adopted the pavement
was much injured.”

In addition to the mosaic floor, many
other historic features, described in the
guidebook, have been entirely lost in
the two centuries since the dig took
place. It was only when a fragile copy
of Hakewill’s original publication was
discovered by Dr. Alexa Frost,
Blenheim Archivist among
miscellaneous rent books dating from
the 1950s, that the true extent and
detail of the magnificent villa’s
decoration and layout was
rediscovered. Alexa said,

“It was really only by chance
that I came across [the guide]
while going through a collection
of uncatalogued papers. It’s in a
fragile state, however, it’s
complete and it tells a
fascinating story of what the site
looked like at the time it was first
excavated. While there are
copies of the guide at places like
the Bodleian Library and later
guides do incorporate many of
the drawings from the dig, it’s
still quite a significant event to

discover an original version
here at Blenheim.”

Matthew Lee who helps to organise
North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteers
described the guidebook’s re-
discovery as “tremendously exciting.”
He added,

“Hakewill’s guide provides
details of colours, patterns on
walls, floors and ceilings, that
were one and a half thousand
years old when he found them,
and many of which have been
entirely lost in the subsequent
200 years, This slim volume will
help unlock visitors' and our
imaginations when it comes to
visualising just how splendid the
Roman Villa was.”

Sadly lock-down has seen further
damage occur to the site in the present
day. Although the mosaic is safe,
exposed stonework, especially in
rooms with stone piers for underfloor
heating, is in a fragile state and needs
repair. More than a tonne of loose and
broken masonry has had to be
removed from part of the site pending
restoration work, and visitors are being
urged to respect the barriers and signs
indicating where it is currently unsafe
to go in order to help protect the site for
generations to come.

Hawkewill’s drawing of the original mosaic
floor at the time of discovery.
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Matthew Lee
North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteer
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The support provided will be
personalised to each individual
based on their specific needs and
provided by physical activity
specialists. Move Together will reach
vulnerable residents across the
county, helping them to increase their
physical activity levels in a way that
works for them. Paul Brivio, Chief
Executive of Active Oxfordshire, said,

“We’re delighted to be able to
launch Move Together across
Oxfordshire with local authority
and voluntary sector partners
working together to ensure that
physical activity can play a key
role in our county’s recovery
from the Covid-19 crisis. The
benefits of moving more are
significant, and Move Together
will not only improve residents’
physical and mental health, but
will help to reduce isolation
and loneliness too. Move
Together is set to transform
hundreds of lives through the
power of physical activity.”

On Tuesday 6 July at 10:00am, a
webinar will be held for Oxfordshire
organisations and partners interested
in referring into the scheme. It is open
to any organisation working with
people most affected by Covid-19
and will provide lots of information
and advice about signing up for Move
Together.
For more information and to get
involved, see:
getoxfordshireactive.org/move-
together

digital apps and much more.
Cllr Merilyn Davies, Cabinet Member
for Housing and Communities, said,

“We know how difficult it has
been to exercise during
lockdown for many residents,
especially the clinically
extremely vulnerable who may
have been shielding. The
Move Together programme
has something for everyone,
whatever their needs and will
be a fantastic boost for
physical and mental health as
we continue to recover from
the pandemic.”

Anew county-wide programme will
support hundreds of residents
most affected by Covid-19 to

move more and protect their health
and wellbeing.
Move Together is co-ordinated by
Active Oxfordshire and district
councils across the county and will
provide personalised support for
people who are clinically extremely
vulnerable and who have been
shielding as a result of the pandemic.
A wide range of support and activity
choice will be available, including
home activity packs, phone calls,
community activities, exercise
sessions for specific conditions,,

Programme Launches to Help Vulnerable Residents Move More

The Committee and some of the members
met on the Playing Field on 26 May to
unveil the plaque on one of the

Hornbeam trees to commemorate our 10th
Anniversary a few years ago. It was lovely
to welcome Ray and Jill Evans, our recent
Chairperson and Programme Secretary,
back to undertake the ceremony. Peter
Newell took photos of the group present.
Summer is now in full swing. Annuals
should be flowering well. Water them well, in
the evening, when the weather is dry. Give
plants a good drenching rather than a little
and often. Deadhead frequently to keep the
display going for as long as possible.
Biennials such as wallflowers, Honesty and
Sweet Rocket should be planted as soon as
possible for flowering next year. Stake
Dahlias and Delphiniums and any other
plants that need staking. Feed and water
roses if particularly dry and deadhead
regularly. Pick Sweetpeas regularly.

Most pots can be moved outside, preferably
to a shady spot. Watch out for the little red
beetles on lilies and remove by hand or
spray.
In the vegetable garden, keep planting little
and often. Hoe weeds as soon as they
appear both in the flower and vegetable
garden. Lift early potatoes after feeling
underground to see how big they are. In the
greenhouse remove tomato side shoots.
Ventilate well on hot days. Paint shading on
the roof or cover with suitable netting.
No need to mention mowing lawns and
cutting edges, as these are frequent jobs in
the summer.
We hope to recommence our meeting in the
Hall in the autumn if this is allowed. The
speakers are all booked for restarting,
which we look forward to very much.
For more information about the Club please
contact Terry Jones at
davidjones30@talktalk.net

June

Janet Dalton
Publicity Secretary

Foot Health Professional
Joanna Attridge 
MCFHP MAFHP

07961 620 292
joannafoothealth@gmail.com
www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk

Foot problems?  
I will visit you in  
the comfort of  
your own home 

 
Based in Combe  
Fully qualified and insured 
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Dave Shaw
DFT Media Officer

01993 881805

Matthew Ruddle

We are very happy to report
that all our groups are
continuing to meet face-to-

face regularly and doing lots of
fun activities. It really is fantastic
to see everyone enjoying being
together again.
Our AGM and barbecue is
planned for Wednesday 21 July
from 6:00pm at Freeland Village
Hall. We’re looking forward to
seeing our members and their
families there as long as
government guidelines don’t
change before then.
As you know, we rely on
volunteers to keep our groups
going, whether they are online or
in-person activities.
Did you know that volunteering is
good for you? It helps you
connect with your local
community, boosts your skills and
improves your mental health.
We are always in need of more
volunteers in each of our groups
(Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and
Explorers), so please get in touch
to offer us some of your time.
You do not need any previous
experience of Scouting, but
enthusiasm and a sense of
adventure are vital! You will
receive full training, help and
support, and in return, you’ll form
new friendships and enjoy a
wealth of new experiences.
Our team really needs you to help
keep our groups going. Please
send an email to
gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to find out
how you can get involved as a
volunteer.

1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout

Group New national flexible rail tickets,
matching the working habits of the
modern Hambrite and hopefully

saving us all hundreds of pounds, are now
available.
These flexible tickets allow travel on any 8
days in a 28-day period. Passengers
won't have to choose the days in advance
of travel and they don't have to be spaced
out in any particular way over the ticket's
validity period. New flexible tickets are
aimed at passengers who travel two to
three days a week on average.
Passengers who travel four or more days
a week will usually be better off with
conventional seasons, which will still be
available. Those who travel less
frequently may be better off buying daily
tickets.
The launch of flexible season tickets is the
first step in the reform of the railways as
part of the recently launched Williams-
Shapps Plan for Rail.
The paperless tickets will allow travel on
any eight days in a 28-day period. With
passengers able to tap smartcards or
scan mobiles at the station, there will be
no need to select the days of travel in
advance. The change has the potential to
save commuters hundreds of pounds,
providing greater choice and flexibility.
You can now visit an updated online
Season Ticket Calculator website, which

will point people to the best tickets for
them based on their journey, working
pattern and individual needs, ensuring
they get the deal that suits them.
To encourage more passengers to travel
by rail, for the rest of this year (until 31
December 2021), train companies will
also offer a “book with confidence”
guarantee, allowing people to rebook
journeys or receive rail vouchers without
an admin fee if their plans change.
Robert Nisbet, Director of Nations and
Regions at the Rail Delivery Group said,

“We’ve worked with government to
introduce the new Flexi Season
ticket, which goes on sale today, to
give commuters the freedom and
flexibility to divide their time
between home and the office. The
rail industry is helping people travel
and book with confidence by
providing better journey
information, boosting cleaning and
helping them change a booked
journey fee-free should their
circumstances change.”

This new national offer also reflects the
long-term decline in the use of traditional
season tickets, with a change in working
practices having been accelerated by the
outbreak of Covid-19.

Flexible Rail Season Tickets On Sale Now
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Dear friends,
Over the last few weeks I have
been pondering the beauty of

creation and how God can speak to us
through creation. The quotation below
describes the musings of King David
who looked up at the night sky and was
so amazed at the vastness of the
heavens, of the moon, and the stars
that he wrote down his praise to God
as poetry and song. Around three
thousand years later in the 21st
century with our increased knowledge
of space, we now know a little more.
If anything, the passage of time has
taught us that the heavens are

“When I consider your heavens, the
work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which you have set in place, what
is man that you are mindful of him, the
son of man that you care for him? ”

(Psalm 8:3–4)

If you have just recently moved into Long
Hanborough or Church Hanborough and
have not yet received a Welcome Pack, do
please let us know so that we can give one
to you. This is a scheme run by the
Hanborough Churches, and the pack
contains information with contact numbers
about things that go on in the villages and
a map to help you find your way around.
Please contact:
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
Similarily if a new family has arrived near
you, we would love to welcome them and
give them a Welcome Pack.
So please do get in touch!

New to the Village?

The Porch

The churches of Hanborough and
Freeland were reopened for worship on 27
June 2021. At St Peter and St Paul Church
Hanborough, St Mary the Virgin Freeland
and Christ Church Long Hanborough,
there will be a 10:00am service every
week, and everyone from our community is
invited to join us on this new adventure.
You can see a video on our website in
which the new service patterns and the
thinking behind them are presented by the
clergy and wardens.
We will continue to hold services on Zoom
at 10:00am every Sunday. The Zoom
joining details are on the homepage at
hanboroughparish.co.uk. During this
time, St Mary the Virgin Freeland is open
for private prayer 9:00am-5:00pm
throughout the week.
You are very welcome to join us at our
Zoom service at 10:00am every Sunday.
For further details, please email
administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk

Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland

Donations of fresh fruit,
vegetables and baked goods to
The Porch will be 17 July. a
sincere thank you to all who
supported The Porch
magnificently since Covid started.
We are having a break during
August and starting again in
September, ready to help during
the winter months, when our
homeless friends are more
vulnerable

Letter from
Our Curate

Rev Mike
Madden

considerably bigger than King David
could have ever imagined; indeed they
are vast. Our panet, Earth, resides in
one of several thousand solar systems
(so far discovered) in a galaxy called
the Milky Way, which has over 200
billion stars, which it is now estimated
to be one of several hundred billion
galaxies (based on what we can see
with the Hubble telescope), which is a
very big number indeed and is cause
for even greater praise.
So as we look up at the night sky and
try to comprehend the vastness of the
universe just like King David did, one
could feel almost insignificant, sitting
on a small rock spinning round a ball of
gas in a huge expanding universe. And
yet, the Bible teaches the opposite, it
teaches us that the God of the
universe, the creator of the Heavens
and Earth is indeed interested in each
of us as individuals. Luke 12:7 tells us
that God numbers the hairs on our
heads. Psalm 139:1-2 reminds us that
God knows all about us, and Jesus in
the gospels called people to follow him
by name.
So as we approach the summer
months, when hopefully for most of us
the pace of life will slow down slightly,
we can take the opportunity to ponder
the beauty and the vastness of
creation. As we do so, my prayer is that
not only will we ponder the greatness
of creation and consider the greatness
of the creator, but in those moments of
peace, we might hear God whisper in
our hearts and minds His love for us.

Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our
Priest. All are welcome.
Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and
Sunday 10:00am

The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive
enquiries by phone on 01865 881613
or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
Please check the website or call Fr Mark for information
regarding issues caused by the pandemic.
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR
Phone:881613
Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk

The Catholic Church of St Peter, Eynsham

Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland,
Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton
Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor

We expect to host: Moore & Lyon Meats, Tess’ Brilliant Tray
Bakes, Knead Bakehouse, Chillies 2U, Freeland Lamb, Well
Preserved Jams & Chutneys, The Mighty Pie Company,
Team Tea, Carla’s Vegetarian Foods, Smorgas Tarta
(Swedish Cuisine), Bibury Trout Farm, Asian Foods &
Chutneys, Cake Cafe stall, Stroopwaffles, Flamingo Paperie,
Plant Stall, Chocolate Stall, plus others.
The School will be selling hot drinks and breakfast rolls. The
May Market raised £160 for the Heart Unit at Oxford Hospitals
plus funds for the school.
The next Markets will be on Sunday 25 July and Sunday 29
August and will be at Freeland CE Primary School.

Sunday 25 July
10:00am-1:00pm

Farmers Market at Freeland CE Primary School
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Government Hands Money to WODC for Proposed Salt Cross Housing Plans

Andrew Smith
Communications Specialist

“The Minister has commended the
ambition shown by West Oxfordshire and
is delighted that this funding will help
deliver our ambitious plans.”

Meanwhile, the Area Action Plan, which sets
out the planning policy for delivery of Salt
Cross, is proceeding to the next key stage.
WODC has responded to Planning Inspector
Darren McCreery’s questions in preparation for
the hearings due to be held virtually from 28
June-9 July. Mr McCreery’s guidance note and
a list of matters, issues and questions can be
seen at:
westoxon.gov.uk/planning-and-building/
planning-policy/salt-cross-garden-village/
salt-cross-area-action-plan-examination
The Inspector will report his findings to the
Council later this summer. To facilitate the
examination, Rosemary Morton has been
appointed as an independent Programme
Officer. You can contact her by calling 01628
672181 or by emailing
rosemary.morton@publicagroup.uk

The Salt Cross Garden Village Concept has
been handed £250,000 in Government
funding to help with the potential housing

development. West Oxfordshire District Council
won their funding bid through the Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local
Government’s Garden Communities
Programme. Cllr Jeff Haine, Cabinet Member
for Planning, said,

“We are looking at building state-of-the
art zero carbon housing on what will be
[a]… development for the United
Kingdom fitting with many of our key
priorities including meeting housing need
and building [up] communities.”

Annoucing the funding, Housing Minister
Christopher Pincher highlighted the immense
effort it is taking to push through the delivery of
2,200 homes at the proposed Salt Cross, noting
the pressure authorities are under to deliver
300,000 new homes a year nationally. Cllr
Haine added,

Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road

Freeland
OX29 8AQ

Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm;
Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm
Tel:- 01993 881430

Website: freelandnurseries.wordpress.com
Large selec�on of fuchsias and geraniums
Plants for hanging baskets and containers

Summer bedding plants
Vegetable and herb plants

Ornamental trees and shrubs
Herbaceous plants

Pre-planted hanging baskets and containers

Hanborough and Freeland Running Group is
open to all. From the age of 18 to infinity, all
are welcome.

These are enjoyable, weekly, free and–most
importantly–peer led running groups.

Interested? Please get in touch by emailing:
HanFree-run@outlook.com or on the website
www.strava.com/clubs.HanFree-Run

Free and local fitness for all

Hanborough & Freeland
Running Group

HWT trustees are very aware that there may be
some people in need as a result of the
Coronavirus pandemic, and requests are
invited at this time to cover emergencies by any
individuals or families who live in Hanborough
and may consider themselves and their need
appropriate. Please do so by contacting either
Gill Breakspear on
gillbreakspear@btinternet.com or
Rev Nigel Knights Johnson on
nigelknightsjohnson@gmail.com. If you do not
have access to email or the internet, then
please ring on 01993 359572.

Finding it hard to stay afloat?West Oxon Wills & Probate. Lasting
Powers of Attorney, Property Trusts, Pre-
Paid Funeral Plans, Equity Release.
Free advice. Phone or Home
appointments. 01993220281 07769730616
westoxonwills@uwclub.net

If you are struggling and need someone to talk
to, please give the Samaritans a ring. No
matter what time of day or what day of the
year, there will always be someone on the
other end of the line who will listen and be
there for you. No matter what you are going
through, you can contact the Samaritans to
talk about it. This is a free confidential service,
although in certain safeguarding
circumstances, the Samaritans may need to
tell someone (for example, to call an
ambulance). They are there to support your
decisions. They can also signpost you to
organisations that can help in a variety of
circumstances.

How to reach out:
Ring 116 123
Email jo@samaritans.org
Write a letter to Freepost SAMARITANS
LETTERS

Need someone to talk to?
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Anew venture in 2021 is our Military
Event to be held on Sunday 1 August
with free bus rides for visitors at

12:15 and 2:45pm. Some military
vehicles owned by a member not usually
accessible to the public will be on
display. There will be static displays on
military themes as well as the
permanent displays of the Cowley
factory’s wartime production, which
include numerous photographs of
wartime production lines.
The first contract in the Second World
War was for the construction of RAF
Tiger Moths. Cowley managed 40 a
week, compared to de Havilland’s’ two.
The parts were stored on surrounding
farms and even church halls!
Cowley was a major site for aircraft
repair in the Second World War. By
Dunkirk, the Cowley factory had 800
workers repairing twelve machines a
week. 250 damaged aircraft were
returned to the air during the Battle of
Britain.
Aerial and naval torpedoes were
assembled at Cowley. The traditional
assembly time was 897 man hours, but
Morris reduced this to 135 man hours
using flow line techniques. The work was
mostly done by women. The museum
has photographs of the wartime
production lines.
The Morris 10 cwt chassis was
converted to ambulances and staff cars,
and the factory also produced one seat
armoured cars equipped with two
machine guns which were designed and
assembled at Cowley. Morris cars
continued to be assembled at Cowley to
wartime ‘utility’ specification, already
pre-painted in wartime camouflage
colours.
Thousands of tents for the D-Day
landings were painted in Cowley. 1,942
Horsa glider tail units were assembled
using an ingenious inflated tyre method
to give pressure to the structure whilst
drying the glue, so no nails were used.
Morris Commercials Limited designed
the huge Neptune amphibian vehicle.
Many were assembled in Cowley. The
picture above is of a 5 ton Recce car,
also built at Cowley, which was being
tested in Blenheim Palace lake in
January 1945. It could be used as an ice
breaker, travelled at 5 knots in water and
at 18 miles per hour on land.
Just for once, why not come to the
museum, ignore the buses, and
concentrate on the Morris Motors
Museum?

Bring in the Military
At the Oxford Bus & Morris Motors Museums

Covering the villages of
Freeland, Long Hanborough &
North Leigh

September, and if so, we will
be contacting those on our
waiting list over the summer
break. We currently have 15
girls at each unit meeting
inside.
If you are interested in
registering your daughter to
join guiding for the first time or
to go on our waiting lists, then
please visit
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.u
k
Finally, we cannot run our
units without adult volunteers,
so if you are interested in
helping in any of our units,
please do contact us at:
freelanddistrictguiding@btinte
rnet.com or phone Wendy on
01993 883120.

Freeland District
Girlguiding

This term the Rainbows and
Brownies have started
meeting back at The

Recreation Hall in Long
Hanborough on Tuesday
evenings, whilst the Guides
and Rangers who currently
would have to wear a mask if
inside (as do the adult
leaders) have opted to remain
meeting face-to-face outside.
The girls at Rainbows and
Brownies are working on their
Anglia 50th badge as
Oxfordshire Girlguiding is part
of the Anglia Region & also
Explore Stage 2.
We have welcomed six new
Rainbows and welcomed
back two Brownies. We hope
we can increase numbers at
the units further from
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Hello everyone, here we are again with
news of our happenings. What lovely
sunshine we have been having, albeit a

little too hot for me some days, but we must
not complain, for who knows how long it is
going to last? The foliage and flowers are
surviving in the gardens with plenty of
watering each evening, so we do get a few
bits to bring indoors to put in a vase. In
June, the Club had a wonderful Zoom
demonstration with Stephanie Cornell and
her title Floral Delights. Stephanie used
flowers from the supermarket M&S, but they
were all in wonderful condition. Her first
arrangement was with red roses and
foliage, an all-round arrangement for the
coffee table. Her second was a cheap round

bowl which she had covered with double
sided tape and wound multi coloured wool
round it then used a mixed bunch of flowers
bringing out all the colours in the wool–so
effective. She continued her demonstration
with more delights using gerberas, large
chrysanthemums, delphiniums, and lilies.
In July, a small number of members are
visiting Green and Gorgeous close to
Wallingford, and in August we are hoping to
hold a small social event outside. We will be
continuing with our Zoom demonstrations in
September. The Blenheim Flower show is
going to take place in June but with limited
numbers of entrants. Interested in joining
the Flower Club? Please contact me on
01865 376587.

July
Margaret Lang

May's speaker meeting having helpfully
disposed of slugs as subject matter, the
Branch's June meeting (still courtesy of

Zoom) turned to man's best friend, the dog.
Ken McIver, from the Banbury-based charity
Dogs for Good, spoke about their work
providing and supporting dogs for the old, infirm
or otherwise disadvantaged who can benefit–
as Ken illustrated–from canine companionship
and assistance with all manner of tasks.
Moving on, 8 June will have seen the Branch's
AGM (a Zooming certainty) followed by a
couple more Speaker Meetings, which, pending
further relaxations from the newly-wed in No.
10, may or may not turn out also to be Zoomed.
That on 13 July will feature art historian Lizzie
Rowe on the “Art of World War II,” a time when
Henry Moore, Paul Nash, Eric Ravilious and
others all came to the fore. And on 10 August,
Jeff Rozzelaer's “A Ticket to Yesterday”
promises an alternative view of the ‘60s by a
non-swinger. Did we not used to be told, “If you
say you can remember the sixties, you can't
have been there”?
Meanwhile, our score of individual Interest
Groups press on, lockdown or not, some by
Zoom, others–including our doughty Walkers–
in person. The Play Reading Group, having
braved the weather to celebrate Shakespeare's
birthday (23 April) with an outdoor reading of his
work, hope shortly to resume regular readings
indoors–sociably distanced, of course.
Details of all Branch activities, can be found at
u3asites.org.uk/woodstock

Chris Sladen

Woodstock & District
u3a

Judy’s 300,000
Step Challenge

Judy has completed her 300,000 steps,
and to date, she has done in excess of
411,000 steps which amounts to

approx. 187 miles since 1 May. She is still
going to carry on until the end of the
month. Although the weather has been
very inclement this month, Judy has
managed to avoid the worst of the rain by
picking her times for her walks. She has
now raised over £1300 in donations,
which is amazing–thanks to all who have
donated so far. There is still time to
donate if you would like to put some
money in an envelope and post it through
her door at 3 Shepherds Farm.
Well done Judy!

BREAD & BUTTER CAFÉ
CASSINGTON’S HIDDEN TREASURE

FIND US BEHIND THE FARMHOUSE BY THE POOL
MONDAY-FRIDAY 10 – 3.30pm

QUALITY, GOOD VALUE FOOD, WARM AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE,

EARLY BIRD DEAL MONDAY AND FRIDAY 10 -11.30AM
COFFEE AMERICAN/LATTE OR TEA

BACON SANDWICH OR TOASTED T CAKE OR TOAST & JAM £4.30

AFTERNOON CREAM TEA MUST BOOK
FISH & CHIP FRIDAY FREE TEA OR COFFEE POPULAR

VEGAN/GLUTEN FREE MENU

WORTON PARK, CASSINGTON ROAD, CASSINGTON OX29 4SX
GOOGLE BREAD & BUTTER CAFÉ CASSINTON 01865 882627

E: mail tracey1040@b�nternet.com mob: 07771933059
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Hanborough Allotment Association
No. 35
It’s a Flaming June so Far

At the moment, we are in a hot dry
spell–so it is back to watering.
Cemetery allotments are very free

draining as they overlay beds of
gravel. This is a generally good
position to be in, as it allows us to
over-winter more tender plants
successfully and to start sowing early
in the year under covers. The
downside of a free draining plot
however, is that when it gets warm, it
dies out quickly. This is why the
allotmenteers need to watch their plots
like hawks for signs that their plants
are not drying out and getting
distressed; a situation that will at best
reduce yields, at worst involve losses.
The key to effective watering is to
water generously, in the early morning
or later evening, as this reduces
evaporation, and to water only when
plants need it. Daily light watering is
counterproductive as it encourages
roots to the surface where they will dry
out more quickly. Also, only water
where needed, generally established
plants will have pushed their roots
down enough to survive most dry
spells.
Ensuring you have plenty of water is
also key, particularly when lots of
people are taking water from the
provided troughs. Install water butts
where you can. Or locate some
dipping tanks around your plot, which
can be filled in advance of a hot spell.
Anything that will hold a good amount
of water will do. Water butts do come
up second hand and a dipping tank
could just be a large plastic tub.
This is a lovely time of year,
particularly as new produce comes
through. However, one thing that is
often a nuisance, and this year is no
exception, is aphids and thrips (black
fly on broad beans, greenfly on various
crops and thrips on brassicas). It is, of
course, possible to use chemical
sprays, but these will also kill
beneficial insects. If you want to avoid
chemicals, as an alternative you can
use Horticultural Soap, which contains
no parabens, SLS, artificial
fragrances, sulphates, petroleum oils
or detergents. Mixed with Neem Oil, to
aid adherence, it can be very effective.
This is the time to harvest and eat the
last remaining globe artichokes, then
cut the plants to the ground, leaves
and all. Water and give an all-purpose
feed, or top-dress with farmyard
manure or good rich compost. The
foliage will be back very quickly and
you’ll get a second crop of edible buds
and flowers in about six weeks. If you
grow different varieties (e.g. ‘Violetta,’
‘Green Globe,’ ‘Gros Vert de Laon’)

that crop at slightly different times (and
are cut down in succession), you can
eat artichokes from early June until
October.
If you are an existing or new
allotmenteer and would like to join the
Association, just email us
h anbo r o ugha l l o tmen t a s s o c@
gmail.com
We do know there is a long waiting list
for a Cemetery Allotment, but if you
are interested in renting an allotment,
contact Adrian Edwards at
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com
or 01993 773532, Mobile 0776 7020
290.

Other jobs to do in June include…
� Pinching off the growing tips
of squash and courgette to encourage
branching, and water regularly.
� Sowing Kales ‘Redbor,’
‘Rouge de Russie’ or the perennial
favourite, ‘Nero di Toscana.’

Sow Lettuce at the same time for
intercropping, so you waste no space
on the plot. ‘Reine De Glace’ are
ideal, harvested and eaten before the
Brassicas fill the space between the
plants. Or go for Radish, your last
batch of Carrots or Beetroot.
� Keep pinching out side shoots
of cordon varieties of tomato, and
make sure the tops are pinched, even
of cherry varieties. They need a feed
once a week, and in the hot weather,
water every morning so that they stay
consistently moist.
� Make a last sowing of French
Beans.
� If plants are showing signs of
mildew (especially Calendulas
(Marigolds), Courgettes and Roses),
water well during dry spells. Mulch
when the soil is wet. Remove some
foliage to improve air circulation.

Image - www.theallotmentagency.com

During 2021, Covid-19
continued to spread within
the UK (and across the

world). An e-envelope was set
up to raise money for Christian
Aid. The target was to raise
£3,000.00. At the middle of June
when the returns were sent to
Christian Aid, a total of
£1,650.00 had been raised in
this way, plus Gift Aid reclaimed
on it (totalling £2,036.25). A
further £71.06 (plus some Gift
Aid) was collected in envelopes

distributed at The Methodist
Church. This made a total
collected in this way to £2107.31
In a separate fund raising event,
Mrs Judy Haynes undertook the
300,000 step challenge and
raised a total of £1,201 plus Gift
Aid (see front page and page
19).
We were delighted that in these
events The Hanboroughs were
able to raise a magnificent total
of £3,308.31. Congratulations
and thank you to all who helped
to make this possible.

Gillian Hunt

2
0
2
1

And if it just too hot, stop, get the deckchair
and umbrella out and just chill for a bit…
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are cut down in succession), you can
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Other jobs to do in June include…
� Pinching off the growing tips
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� Sowing Kales ‘Redbor,’
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on the plot. ‘Reine De Glace’ are
ideal, harvested and eaten before the
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water every morning so that they stay
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During 2021, Covid-19
continued to spread within
the UK (and across the

world). An e-envelope was set
up to raise money for Christian
Aid. The target was to raise
£3,000.00. At the middle of June
when the returns were sent to
Christian Aid, a total of
£1,650.00 had been raised in
this way, plus Gift Aid reclaimed
on it (totalling £2,036.25). A
further £71.06 (plus some Gift
Aid) was collected in envelopes

distributed at The Methodist
Church. This made a total
collected in this way to £2107.31
In a separate fund raising event,
Mrs Judy Haynes undertook the
300,000 step challenge and
raised a total of £1,201 plus Gift
Aid (see front page and page
19).
We were delighted that in these
events The Hanboroughs were
able to raise a magnificent total
of £3,308.31. Congratulations
and thank you to all who helped
to make this possible.

Gillian Hunt
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And if it just too hot, stop, get the deckchair
and umbrella out and just chill for a bit…
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Now that the warmer
weather is with us,
apart from watering and

hoeing it’s a good idea to
keep deadheading
perennials to extend their
flowering period. Don’t
forget to take time out to sit
and admire all the hard
work, especially after the
very wet weather we’ve
had this year.
The Club visited Sue
Ashton’s Burford garden in
June–a delightful garden
full of planting ideas,
mixing wild flowers with
exotics and cottage
perennials, in a rural
Cotswolds garden. We
hope to continue with
outdoor visits and talks for
the rest of the year,
restrictions permitting.
The Hanborough Nature
Recovery Network project
is still in progress with
members monitoring newly
planted wildflower verges.
If you would like to
volunteer for the project,
please do use the contact
button on the HGC
website.
hanboroughgardenclub.
org
Thank you.
The Grow for Hanborough
Facebook page has been
busy with plant swaps and
all those gluts of tomato
and courgette plants. For
more information please
visit:
facebook.com/groups/
2590086271237013

July
Report
2021

The door of Townsend House was opened by a very unimpressed Stephen Markham.
He surveyed the small crowd before him–Edith Langford and her friend Mrs. Lundy,
Detective-Sergeant Anderson and Constable Horn–then reluctantly let them in.

“Sorry to trouble you again, sir,” said Anderson, “but we have a few more questions for the
family.”
Stephen glared.
“Haven’t we been through enough today?” he asked indignantly.
Anderson’s manner became soothingly official.
“Like I said, sir, I’m terribly sorry, but unfortunately police business…” Still talking, he
guided Stephen away to the drawing room, throwing a significant glance over his shoulder.
“Right,” said Edith, when the drawing room door had closed. “We need to investigate old
Mr. Markham’s will. If Stephen or Alex destroyed it, that gives them a motive. Otherwise,
Anabel inherits everything.”
“And she has the perfect alibi,” added Mrs. Lundy. “Us!”

drawers, then peered into the fireplace.
“No evidence of a will being burnt,” she said.
“No sign of a will here,” said her friend from the depths of a
filing cabinet.
Edith frowned at the desk, willing it to give up its secrets. In
the middle was a dark stain, presumably from the poisoned
tea which had sent the victim into convulsions.
“It’s lucky the cup didn’t get broken,” she said. “At least we
know how the poison was administered.”
“Yes,” Mrs. Lundy’s voice came from behind a bookcase.
“Constable Horn says it’s not often the doctor has a nice
sample of tea to test for strychnine!”
She emerged, dusty and out of breath.
“No hidden safe,” she reported ruefully.
They conducted as thorough search as possible, but in a short
time were forced to concede defeat.
“No will, nothing suspicious, not even a dropped cufflink or a
wisp of cigarette ash,” grumbled Mrs. Lundy. “That Hercule
Poirot has it easy, getting clues left for him all over the place.”
Constable Horn appeared in the doorway.
“Ladies,” he said, “I’m afraid you’ve been wasting your time.”
“We just came to the same conclusion,” said Edith. “Let me
guess, the will is with the solicitor?”
“Been safe in London all this time.”
“But that makes the whole thing impossible!” exclaimed Mrs.
Lundy.
“We must recreate the crime in our mind’s eye,” said
Constable Horn importantly. “That’s what the policing manual
says.” He pointed to the chair by the desk. “Mr. Markham sat
there when his tea was brought in. This tea was left in reach of
Stephen, Clarissa, and Alex while the cook and the nurse
made a fresh pot for themselves in the kitchen. But those
three had no motive for killing Mr. Markham. Meanwhile,
Anabel was talking to you, and with all the motive in the world,
she couldn’t have touched that tea.”
“True.”
“Then the cook takes the tea into the study, the victim drinks it
and a few minutes later goes into horrible convulsions. The
cook and the nurse rush in, and the police are called.”
“Correct.”
“This leads us to conclude…” He paused and frowned. “To
conclude that… Well, that…”
“See,” said Mrs. Lundy. “Impossible!”
Edith picked up a pretend tray in her hands.
“The cook takes in the tea,” she said, miming putting the tray
on the table. “The victim drinks the tea… He overturns the
cup…” She stared at the dark stain on the desk, thinking
furiously, trying to make sense of all the things she’d heard
and seen. “The tea…” she murmured. “Yes… The tea. And not
the tea!”
She grinned at the other two triumphantly.
“The tea?” asked Mrs. Lundy.
“Only not the tea!” exclaimed Edith again. “I think I’ve figured it
out. And now there’s something we need to do.”

“I wonder if she regrets being left all that money,” said Edith thoughtfully. “Growing up in an
orphanage, she must have wished to find her family, and now they all hate her.”
“I suppose her father went overboard trying to make up for lost time.”
“Parents.” Constable Horn shook his head. “They’ll go to any lengths for their children, won’t they?”
“Too true,” sighed Edith, thinking of her pupils at the village school–and the demanding parents that came with them.
“Constable,” she said, “if you use the hall telephone to ring Mr. Markham’s solicitor, we’ll tackle the study and see what we
can find.”
The constable hurried off, and Edith and Mrs. Lundy crept into the study.
“This is so exciting!” whispered Mrs. Lundy. “Do you think we’ll find any clues?”
Edith looked doubtfully at the untidy room, which was dominated by a large mahogany desk. She examined the desk

***
Edith found the detective in the drawing room. His bright blue eyes twinkled as she motioned him frantically aside. When she
whispered to him, his expression turned to astonishment.
“Arrest Anabel? What about her alibi?”
Edith shook her head.
“I was wrong. About the whole thing, in fact.”
“You mean she could’ve poisoned the tea after all? But how…” He stopped. “No, you can explain later. I trust you.”
He nodded to Constable Horn, and the two of them advanced on Anabel, who was sitting in a corner, a defiant cigarette in her
hand.
“Anabel Rivera, I am arresting you on suspicion of murder—” he began.
“That’s a lie!” She jumped up, all assumed nonchalance gone. “I didn’t do it!”
She glanced frantically around at her new-found family, but they only averted their eyes.
“You ladies!” Anabel exclaimed desperately. “You were with me the whole time!”
“I’m afraid we omitted a detail in our statement,” said Edith quietly. “There were those few minutes when you went into the
house to fetch more matches. It was enough time to stop by the hallway and poison the tea.”
“No, it isn’t true!”
“The case against you is very serious, Miss Rivera,” said Anderson. “With two witnesses who saw you go into the house, and
a hefty motive, I should caution you that you’d better say no more until you have a solicitor present.”
He took her by the elbow and steered her out of the room. Anabel continued to protest loudly, exclamations flowing into
Spanish when her English ran out.
Edith glanced at Mrs. Lundy. It was a big gamble, but if she was right—
A sharp movement, and one of the assembled company darted to the door.
“Wait, Detective, you have the wrong person! I confess!”
The Markham family gaped in astonishment at Nurse Banks, who was clutching the detective’s arm. Anabel gazed at her with
no less amazement.
“But… why?” murmured Alex.
“Constable Horn was right,” said Edith. “Parents will resort to anything for the sake of their children. Even murder.”

***
In a much more sympathetic mood, Stephen poured them all drinks and turned to the detective. Constable Horn had led the
murderer away, leaving many questions behind.
“What in the world just happened?” he asked.
“Over to the person who cracked the case,” said Anderson with a smile for Edith.
“It was a team effort,” she said modestly. “You, Detective, first pointed out that the only person with motive had a perfect alibi.
And Mrs. Lundy examined the facts and found the case impossible. Only when I assumed the scenario of the poisoned tea to
be impossible did I begin to see how the murder was really done. And then I remembered what Constable Horn said about
the lengths parents go to for their children.”
“So Nurse Banks is really my mother?” asked Anabel quietly. She still looked completely shocked.
“Yes,” said Edith gently. “She had to give you up when she came home to her family. They saw her divorce as a disgrace.”
“In Spain it can be like that,” agreed Anabel. “But Mr. Markh— my father said she wrote to him on her deathbed.”
“That was part of her plan,” said Edith. “She insinuated herself into the household. After so many years, Mr. Markham didn’t
recognise her, especially in a nurse’s uniform. What was it you said about her? ‘All starch and spectacles.’ It was the perfect
disguise. She waited until he found you and changed his will, and then she struck. I suppose it was her way of making
amends to you.”
“How horrible,” murmured Anabel.
“But she couldn’t just pose as a nurse!” exclaimed Alex.
“She was a nurse,” Edith explained. “Apparently she’d met Mr. Markham during the war. And what would a young lady do in
the war effort?”
“Of course. Nursing.”
“That’s how she poisoned him. Not with the tea, Mrs. Lundy was right that it was impossible. For one thing, strychnine takes
longer than a few minutes to take effect — more like fifteen. It was the strychnine in the cup that threw us off.”
“Yes, what about that?” asked Clarissa.
“She put that in later. Remember that she and the cook ran into the study together. Someone had to go back to the hall to
telephone the police. And who would be left with the victim? Naturally the nurse.”
“Positively diabolical!” exclaimed Stephen, then looked at Anabel sheepishly. “So how did she poison Father?”
“With the medicine she gave him before tea time. Then she made sure to leave the room with Anabel and stay with the cook,
giving herself an alibi.”
“It’s too awful,” sighed Anabel. Clarissa put an arm around her. Alex took her hand, and Stephen poured her another drink.
Edith smiled at her friends, and tactfully they retreated, leaving the family to make amends.

***
“I should have known,” said Edith thoughtfully as they walked back to Longborough. “The name she chose gave her away.”
“How so?” asked Anderson.
“The surname Rivera is from the Spanish for riverbank.”
“Nurse Banks. Of course.” He shook his head. “Is there anything you don’t know, Miss Langford?”
“The secret to Mrs. Lundy’s delicious welcome-to-the-village cake,” said Edith with a smile.
“Ah,” said Mrs. Lundy enigmatically. “That is between me and Archibald. And, being a cat, he is not likely to tell.”

Daria Davis
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Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at
Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy
place welcoming children from 2-5 years of age.

Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for
children aged three years or over and 15 hours for
some two-year-old children–please do not hesitate
to request information regarding this. We provide a
safe and friendly environment for children to learn
through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor
education. The sessions run from Monday to
Thursday during school term time starting with the
morning session 8:45-11:45am, the lunchtime
session where children can stay and have lunch is
11:45am-12:15pm and the afternoon session is
12:15-3:15pm. Fridays, Pre-School finishes at
11:45am. We also run Forest School sessions on
Friday mornings, where the children have the
opportunity to go exploring outdoors.
Prospective Children: Due to Covid-19, we are
restricted on when we can have visits to the setting
at moment and must book these in. On our public
Facebook page (Hanborough Pre-School) and our
website, we have put together a little video of our
pre-school for you so that in the meantime you can
have a virtual look around.
Term 6: Our topic this term is “Keeping Healthy.” We
shall be taking every opportunity to go out for walks
and visit our allotments to water all our produce. The
children have been looking at the importance of oral
health, eating the right things and general hygiene.
Term Dates:
Term 6: Monday 7 June-Wednesday 21 July 2021
Parent’s Evenings: These will be held the week
commencing 12 July–we will send parents details
nearer the time.
Open Days: Over the summer break, we will be
holding Open Days for our new starters–details will
be sent out to new parents.
Outdoor Space: We are extremely excited, as over
the summer break we will be developing and
upgrading our outside space & mud kitchen area,
having wet pour put down, a new play shed and mud
kitchen play area. Watch out on our Facebook page
and website for photos!
New fees with effect from September 2021: Morning
(8:45-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15-
3:15pm) are £18 per session. Lunchtime sessions
(Monday to Thursday inc. 11:45am-12:15pm) are £3
per session.
We are now full from September 2021 and have
started putting names on a waiting list for spaces
should they come up and also started booking in
children to start in September 2022.
Email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-
school@gmx.com, or you can download one from
our website.
Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be
updated on future events and news. You can also
visit our website for more information:
www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit,
email longhanborough.preschool@gmail.com or call
our mobile at the pavilion (07770 687782) during
session times.
Administration:
Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November
2017 where we were rated GOOD

Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965 Charity No

304309

On 22 May, Eynsham Country Market
held a special Saturday market at
the Three Horseshoes. We are

extremely grateful to Darren, Hannah
and the staff of the Three Horseshoes
who hosted the event and made us feel
so welcome. The people of Long
Hanborough turned out in numbers to
buy our locally produced goods
including plants, home baked cakes,
biscuits and savouries and plenty of
preserves. There were also crafts,
including woven willow garden
supports, hand-made cards and knitted
items. After a long break due to
lockdown, this event helped us to get

back to creating home grown, homemade
and handcrafted produce for the local area,
and we thank all our customers for their
support.
We had such a lot of positive feedback that
we have decided to run another Saturday
market on 10 July from 10:00am-12:00pm.
Please join us if you can. Alternatively, you
can find us outside the Red Lion Pub in
Eynsham every Thursday from 9:00-
10:30am. For more information, please call
(01865) 435343 or email
eynshamcountrymarket@virginmedia.com

Jane Dyson,
Eynsham Country Market

Eynsham Country
Market at the
Three Horseshoes

“ We are extremely
grateful to Darren,
Hannah and the
staff of the Three
Horseshoes.”
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children have been looking at the importance of oral
health, eating the right things and general hygiene.
Term Dates:
Term 6: Monday 7 June-Wednesday 21 July 2021
Parent’s Evenings: These will be held the week
commencing 12 July–we will send parents details
nearer the time.
Open Days: Over the summer break, we will be
holding Open Days for our new starters–details will
be sent out to new parents.
Outdoor Space: We are extremely excited, as over
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having wet pour put down, a new play shed and mud
kitchen play area. Watch out on our Facebook page
and website for photos!
New fees with effect from September 2021: Morning
(8:45-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15-
3:15pm) are £18 per session. Lunchtime sessions
(Monday to Thursday inc. 11:45am-12:15pm) are £3
per session.
We are now full from September 2021 and have
started putting names on a waiting list for spaces
should they come up and also started booking in
children to start in September 2022.
Email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-
school@gmx.com, or you can download one from
our website.
Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be
updated on future events and news. You can also
visit our website for more information:
www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit,
email longhanborough.preschool@gmail.com or call
our mobile at the pavilion (07770 687782) during
session times.
Administration:
Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November
2017 where we were rated GOOD

Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965 Charity No

304309

On 22 May, Eynsham Country Market
held a special Saturday market at
the Three Horseshoes. We are

extremely grateful to Darren, Hannah
and the staff of the Three Horseshoes
who hosted the event and made us feel
so welcome. The people of Long
Hanborough turned out in numbers to
buy our locally produced goods
including plants, home baked cakes,
biscuits and savouries and plenty of
preserves. There were also crafts,
including woven willow garden
supports, hand-made cards and knitted
items. After a long break due to
lockdown, this event helped us to get

back to creating home grown, homemade
and handcrafted produce for the local area,
and we thank all our customers for their
support.
We had such a lot of positive feedback that
we have decided to run another Saturday
market on 10 July from 10:00am-12:00pm.
Please join us if you can. Alternatively, you
can find us outside the Red Lion Pub in
Eynsham every Thursday from 9:00-
10:30am. For more information, please call
(01865) 435343 or email
eynshamcountrymarket@virginmedia.com

Jane Dyson,
Eynsham Country Market

Eynsham Country
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Horseshoes.”
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How best to access our GP services whilst the Covid-19 pandemic continues

We are fully open, but social distancing means we have to operate in a different way to
before the pandemic. We have a ‘phone first’ service for GP appointments. Doctor
appointments can be initiated via our website eynshammedicalgroup.org.uk on an
eConsult or Medlink form or by phoning our front desk team on 01865 881206 or 01993
881330. Your eConsult or telephone bookings will be directed towards your usual GP
wherever possible.
As much as possible, we deal fully with any issue over the phone or by video. If a face-to-
face appointment is necessary after a phone call, the doctor will arrange it directly with you
at the time of the phone call. Unfortunately, we cannot offer as many face-to-face
appointments as we did before the pandemic because social distancing requirements mean
a reduced number of people can be in our waiting rooms at any one time.
Face to face nurse appointments can be booked directly through phoning our front desk
(e.g., for smears, blood tests and routine immunisations). Healthcare assistant
appointments for blood tests can be booked online via the NHS app or via phoning the front
desk team.
We always have on the day availability for urgent matters.
Unfortunately, the combined effects of significantly increased demand for routine matters as
the pandemic recedes, the need to accommodate social distancing, our involvement in the
Covid vaccination programme and a very large number of queries relating to the Covid
vaccinations means that our phone lines remain very busy. We are very sorry about this and
are doing all we can to try and improve the situation through additional recruitment and
phone IT solutions.
If possible, please consider if you can manage your problem with help from other sources
such as 111, the NHS website (which has comprehensive health and self-care information),
local pharmacies, opticians and specialised health clinics.
In common with many practices, we have sadly noticed there has been an increase in
unacceptable behaviour towards our reception team and patient care advisors. We are very
grateful to the vast majority of our patients who treat them with respect and courtesy, and
we kindly ask that everyone keeps in mind that they are doing their best to help you in very
difficult circumstances.
Covid-19 Vaccine Clinics
Our clinics are coming to an end and anyone still needing their second dose will now need
to book via 119. We have been contacting all of our patients affected by this and there are
not many unaccounted for.
NHS Data Sharing Proposals
A number of patients are concerned and confused about the NHS data sharing proposals.
You may already know that the deadline for opting out has been extended until September
to allow time for the proposals to be reviewed. It is a complex issue which is of concern. The
EMG Patient Participation Group is working closely with the other local Patient Groups with
a view to obtaining clearer information and guidance for us all. Up-to-date information will
be added to the local Freeland and Hanborough Facebook pages as it arises. Eventually,
patients will be able to opt-out of whatever the NHS finally decides the system will be. An
opt-out form can be downloaded from this link: eynshammedicalgroup.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/Opt-out-type-1-letter.pdf
For those without access to the internet or a printer, Care Advisors at the Surgeries will print
the opt-out form and the privacy notice for any patients who are unable to do this
themselves. You might like to read the following item published in the Oxford Mail (in which
our Dr. Latif is interviewed) before deciding whether to opt-out or not. oxfordmail.co.uk/
news/19358037.oxford-gp-warns-rushed-plans-share-patients-records. Please note
that the Oxford Mail mentions an earlier start date and not the delayed one in September.
Long Hanborough Surgery Alarm
We’ve had some issues with the intruder alarm which has been over-sensitive. The supplier
Executive Alarms should be automatically notified and attend when the alarm is triggered,
but unfortunately, this has not been happening every time. They are working to correct this
problem as soon as possible. We know how irritating and disturbing this can be, especially
for those who live close to the surgery and sincerely apologise for this disruption which we
hope will be solved shortly.
Career Opportunities
The vacancy for a Support Assistant has now been filled, but a Deputy Practice Manager
(DPM) is still open for applications. If that position is of interest, please email
print@associatedagencies.co.uk for details of the Advert, Job Description and Person
Description. You can then apply to the Practice Manager Tracy Girvan at
tracy.girvan@nhs.net

EYNSHAM
MEDICAL
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Mr Richard Bowler

Miss Naomi Prince

18th 10:00am

25th 10:00am

Mr Owen Carney

11th 10:00am

Mr Andrew Maisey

4th 10:00am

July

“Be strong and courageous, do not be
afraid, do not be discouraged, for the Lord
your God will be with you wherever you

go.”
Joshua Ch 1 v 9

Methodist Church

Dear Friends,
Every week during the pandemic, I
wrote a weekly letter to the folks in my

five churches. I did this for over a year, only
recently concluding this due to my workload
beginning to resume to pre-lock down
levels. In them, I shared some of my
hobbies and interests, my likes and dislikes
(and under the latter include the A40,
please).
In one letter, I wrote about my joy at my
team making it to the FA Cup final for the
first time in 52 years. We have been in four
finals previously and lost all four. Would the
2021 against Chelsea break the record?
Leicester City, the place I was born and
lived until going to Theological College, the
home of my beloved team. Throughout my
life, supporting Leicester has been a roller
coaster of emotions. Promotions,
relegations, winning the Premier League
and nearly getting relegated the following
season. And of course the tragic death of
our chairman and owner Vichai

Srivaddhanaprabha in a freak helicopter
accident in 2018.
The 2021 FA Cup final was watched by
millions across the globe, and you’d have
thought that would have included me, but
my nerves were so on edge, and I just
couldn’t bear to watch. I paced the garden
anxiously. We scored a great goal. 1-0. But
then, in the seventy-seventh minute,
Chelsea scored an equaliser (my wife
informed me). Here we go, I thought, extra
time, penalties and a fifth successive
defeat. I came in from the garden a stared
at the TV screen. It had gone to VAR. I had
no more finger nails to bite. Offside. No
goal. Back into the garden. Ten more
tortured minutes, plus injury time.
“Look, you’ve waited all your life for this
moment, don’t miss it,” Susan encouraged
me to watch the final minutes of the match.
I just couldn’t. I even have tears rolling down
my face writing this, a month on! Then the
final whistle blew and I just stood there in
disbelief. Susan hung a couple of City

scarves out of window to celebrate.
A few minutes later the doorbell rang and a
neighbour stood smiling with a bottle of
good red wine as a gift for the victory. We
exchanged elbows and smiles.
I know there are far more important things
for me to write about, but after half a century
of hoping against hope, this is a special
moment for me, and I wanted to record it
here. Bill Shankly once said, “Some people
believe football is a matter of life and death.
I am very disappointed with that attitude. I
can assure you it is much, much more
important than that!”
Kindest regards,
Minister Fred Ireland
PSAnd well done to Chelsea for winning the
Champions League!

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister
please Contact either:
Minister:
Rev. Fred Ireland
(01993) 867301
Associate Minister:
Rev. Charles Harris
(01993)358707
Mobile: 07365325522

Rev. Fred
Ireland

Our
Minister

Our Methodist Church Services from now
on will be held in church unless things
change again. Masks will still need to be
worn and social distancing observed, and
unfortunately, we will still be unable to
sing or meet for coffee afterwards. If you
have not been before and would like to
join us, please contact:
Nigel James 01993 881711 or
Gill Breakspear 01993 883914
We would love to welcome you.

Young Church will not be meeting during the
summer holidays from Sunday 25 July. We
start up again on Sunday 5 September.
During the school holidays, there will be an
activity box, and toys available in the Milner
Room. Children are very welcome to stay
with their parents/careers in the service
and/or help themselves to activities in the
Milner Room under parent/carer
supervision. We hope you all have a happy
summer!

The Churches in Hanborough will be
focusing some of their prayers on the
community and will be praying for a part of
the villages’ community each month. In July,
the focus of prayer will be on Church Road
and Norridge Way.

Holiday Cornerstone
Coffee Mornings

at
Long Hanborough Methodist Church

10:00am-12:00pm
Friday

6th,13th, 20th and 27th August
Do come along and enjoy a drink and piece of

cake or a biscuit.
Bring your friends!

Proceeds to
Cancer Research

Restrictions permitting
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Our next Sunday walk is 18 July at 2:00pm.
We will email those on the email circulation list
with details about where the walk will start
nearer the time. We are also organising a
midweek walk on Wednesday 7 July which will
be a short, local walk starting at 6:00pm.
If you are not on our list and would like to find
out more and get updates on walks, please
contact:
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or Ellen
Armitage ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk

We are a very friendly and informal group who
meet up on the third Sunday of the month and
walk for approximately two hours. Some walks
are local and some may be a short car ride
away. We do try to accommodate people’s
different expectations of walk length.

Hanborough
Walking Group

Wednesday 4 August 6:00pm

Sunday 15 August 2:00pm

Sunday 19 September 2:00pm
Dear all, it is with a rather heavy heart that

after 52 years of trading, John Oliver
Body Repairs will cease trading in its

present format and from its current site in
Long Hanborough as of 30 June 2021. The
family business was started by my
grandfather Harry Oliver in 1919, my father
John took over in 1968 and myself, Peter,
took over from Dad in 1991, and along with
my youngest son Jacob, we look forward to
the next chapter. As I’m sure you will all
know the site–which is now well past its sell-
by date–is going to be redeveloped for
housing. The planning application has been
a very long and, at times, very sad journey
for the whole family, but it needed to be
done with the current senior family
members at the helm.

I would like to take this opportunity to give
my heartfelt thanks to all of our customers
from over the years and thank you for the
business you have provided.
So it’s time for the next chapter, and it’s all
coming together nicely.
From 1 July, myself and Jacob will be
moving to new premises at North Leigh
where we will be trading as “Oliver
Panelcraft.”
We will be specialising in vintage panel
work, panel fabrication in steel, stainless
steel and aluminium, pre-1995 jig work,
chassis straightening and crash repairs.
Once again, thank you all for your support
and business, and I wish you all well.
Peter Oliver

Peter Oliver

Oliver’s Garage

After 102 years, we are closing our doors
on Wednesday 30 June.
It has been an amazing journey, and we

feel sure that our grandfather, Harry Oliver,
would be proud of his family for continuing
the business he started in 1919.
But, times change, people grow older and
technology moves on at a pace, so we feel
that now is the right time to close our
business and say farewell to all our
wonderful, loyal customers who have
become our friends over the many years.
There is a possibility that some of our staff
will be staying close by and will continue to
offer the services that we have been proud
of, so watch this space for further
information. Thank you, all of you, for your
support and friendship over all these years.
With best wishes,
All of us at Oliver’s Garage.WI

The month of June found us having our third
Zoom meeting and talking hopefully of meeting
live in July. As I write, I think the news is not so

positive and the 21 June dropping of restrictions is
to be delayed, so July is probably not on. When
we do meet again, it will be very informal, and we
would ask you to bring a pen and paper for a quiz
and your own refreshments. Hanborough WI
meets on the 2nd. Thursday of the month in the
Recreation Hall at 7:30pm. For more information,
please email
hanboroughwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk or call Pat
Cottle our President on 07919 252019 or Liz
Bowler our Secretary on 01993 881058. They will
be only too pleased to let you know what is
planned for re-opening–hopefully in August. Best
wishes to you all, and I look forward to seeing you
soon.

Carol Bower

EST SINCE 1994.
PROFESSIONALWINDOW CLEANING

&
CARPET CLEANING

FULLY INSURED
millbrookservices1@gmail.com

TEL: 01235 511541 MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111
DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE

Visit our webpage to view all other services:
www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School
(previously Long Hanborough Playgroup
est. 1984) provides a high standard of
pre-school education for children aged
2-5 years old. We help children to
develop and thrive in our small, friendly
and bespoke setting, which was opened
in April 2019. Our pre-school enjoys
strong links with local schools to
facilitate a smooth transition for your
child into the Foundation Stage of
primary school. We have a strong
emphasis on outdoor learning and run
our Forest Rangers sessions on
Tuesday and Friday mornings.
Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is
committed to safeguarding and all staff
and volunteers are vetted to ensure the
welfare of the children.

Guardians of the Planet: As part of our
topic for this term, we have been looking
at litter! What we should do with it and
how we can reuse or recycle it. We have
been learning about the problems that
can be caused if the rubbish gets into
the sea. We have also been looking at
litter in our village too and what we can
do about it. To support this, the children
have been very busy searching and
collecting litter to help make our
community litter free. We collected lots
of rubbish and enjoyed meeting lots of
the local residents whilst doing so. With
help from the grown-ups, the children
then sorted the rubbish and decided
what could be recycled.
Under the Sea: The children really
enjoyed a book called ‘Where’s The
Starfish?’ We decided to explore some
undersea worlds, creating our own
rockpools using water, shells and sand.
Is Summer Finally Here?: The children
have been enjoying the lovely weather
and making the most of our outdoor
space. Our team has created an
amazing ‘outside classroom’ with so
many areas and activities for the
children to explore. In recent weeks, we
have put up sun tents and canopies, and
the children have loved making dens
and creating ‘Dinosaur Land’. Water and
messy play feature most days in the
children’s learning; luckily we have a
good stash of spare clothes! The
children have been taking great care of
the plants and vegetables that are
growing in our garden. It is so exciting
for them to see how they grow and
change and can hopefully eat some of
the vegetables soon too!

All of our sessions for 2021-22 and 2022-23 are
now completely full! We are taking registration for
places from September 2023. We are able to
show prospective families around the setting with
pre-arranged, socially distanced visits after
hours. To avoid disappointment, please contact
our manager Kelly ASAP by emailing
hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com.
Please take a virtual tour of our lovely Pre-School
on our Facebook Page or website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk.
Here you can also view our prospectus and to
find out more.
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh
Meadows, Long Hanborough, OX29 8FL Phone
number: 01865 689 015

Follow us on Facebook
@hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to
date with the latest news, information and
events. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in touch.
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you
are able to make a donation, however small, we
would be so grateful. You can either visit the ‘Get
Involved’ page on our website
hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
or the GoFundMe link at gf.me/u/x5h526

What Have We Been Up to?

Sessions run Monday to Friday during term �me
only (2 session minimum policy)
Prices as of January 2021:
Full Day 8:30am-3:15pm £35
AM Session 8:30-11:30am £20
Lunch Club 11:30am-12:15pm £4
PM Session 12:15-3:15pm £20
We accept childcare vouchers and are also an
approved se�ng for grant funding of eligible 2,
3 and 4 year olds.

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School
Waiting list for September 2023

Residents and businesses across the
District are being asked for their views on
the future of Witney High Street.

A year ago, in response to the pandemic, the
High Street was closed to vehicles and
pavements were widened to allow for better
social distancing, aiding pedestrians and
encouraging cyclists.
Now a survey has been launched to look at
future options for the High Street and to gauge
whether people want it to reopen completely,
remain as it is now or put forward other ideas
for the council to consider.
Cllr Suzi Coul, Cabinet Member for Finance,
said,

“We really want to hear from residents
and businesses about what they want
to see happen in the High Street with
restrictions due to be completely lifted
in a few weeks’ time. The pandemic has
forced us to change the way we live in
many cases across our lives, some
negative and some positive. The

Have Your Say on the Future
of Witney High Street

changes to Witney High Street helped
during Covid-19 restrictions, and we
now want resident views on what its
future could look like, learning the
lessons from the changes brought in
during the pandemic. As restrictions
ease, we would like to explore all our
options to see which would best benefit
our local communities before just
reverting back to how we were pre-
pandemic. Our key priorities as a
council include building a vibrant district
economy, supporting healthy towns and
villages and promoting positive
wellbeing for everyone, and our local
town centres play a big role in all those
areas, which is why it is important we
look at our options. Whatever your
views, please let us know by completing
the survey. We look forward to hearing
from as many of you as possible.”

You can complete the survey using this link:
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoX-
8xgGf0fK9Ue-
Q3AqoHDrMcnBTeA2l3e2EPmC4cfAVeiw/
viewform

Find us: 

127 Main Road, Long Hanborough 

Witney, OX29 8JX 

Contact us: 

Info@siblingshairdressing.co.uk 

01993 880280 

Appointments can now be booked online at: 

siblingshairdressing.co.uk/booking 

SiblingsHairdressing1 

SiblingsHairdressing 

Follow us on social media: 
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Kids Corner

The axolotl (AX-oh-LOT-ul) is a very special kind of salamander. Unlike most other amphibians, it stops growing in the middle,
or larval, stage of its life cycle. This means that the axolotl spends its whole life in water and keeps its tadpole-like tail and its
unique gills, which look like fluffy pink or black fronds. Scientists are very interested in axolotls because they are one of the
few animals in the world that can regrow nearly any part of their body. Axolotls are endemic, which means they live in only one
place in the world. This place is the Xochimilco (SO-chee-MIL-ko) Lake complex in Mexico. However, little remains of these
lakes today, which is one cause of the dropping numbers of wild axolotls. Because there are so few of these creatures left in
the wild, they have been added to the endangered species list as critically endangered, meaning they are extremely at risk of
becoming extinct in the wild. There are programmes that have begun breeding axolotls, protecting them from going completely
extinct, and they have had some success releasing them back into what remains of the Xochimilco Lakes.
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Finely chop the red onion and
coriander. Add to bowl.

Dice the heirloom tomatoes and green
pepper. Add to bowl.

Open the tin of tomatoes and pour into
a large mixing bowl.1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1 tin tomatoes
2-4 heirloom tomatoes
1 green pepper
½ red onion
2 garlic cloves
1 bunch coriander
½ lime, juiced
1 chili (optional)
Salt and pepper

I n g re d i e n t sMe t h od

N o n e

C o o k i n g T i m e

1 5 m i n s

P r e p T i m e

4
S e r v e s

I have been making this salsa for my family all summer, and it’s always gone in minutes. I serve it with
tortilla chips, pitta chips, cucumber slices–pretty much anything I can find. I’m sure it would be good
with fish tacos, too, but it’s never around long enough to find out!

Bright Summer Salsa

In the Kitchen

Activity
Make an Axolotl Mask:

Paper Plate � Scissors �White Paper � Pencil � Newspaper � Pink Paint �
Paintbrush � Gluestick � 2 Pieces Wool, 18 inches each � Red Tissue Paper

Instructions:
1. Bend the paper plate in half and make a cut in the middle. Use this cut to cut out the
centre part of the plate. This part will be the mask.
2. Draw two sets of three fronds (facing opposite directions) on the white paper. Cut
these out. These will be the gills.
3. Lay out newspaper. On the newspaper, paint the paper plate and fronds pink. Wait for
these to dry.
4. Glue the fronds to opposite sides of the back of the paper plate.
5. Punch a hole through opposite sides of the paper plate. Tie a piece of wool to each
side.
6. Cut the tissue paper into one inch squares. Scrunch these up and glue to the outline of
the fronds to resemble the axolotl’s fluffy gills.
7. Tie the mask around the back of your head, and enjoy being an axolotl!
Information: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/amphibians/facts/axolotl
Photo: http://everwonder.blog/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/smileyaxl2.jpg

Mince the garlic. Add to bowl.

Add the lime juice. Salt and pepper to
taste.

Seed and finely chop the chili
(optional). Add to bowl.

Gently mix everything together.

Serve with tortilla chips and enjoy!

Photo provided by:
https://www.onehundreddollarsamonth.com/easy-heirloom-tomato-recipes-
rainbow-salsa/
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Keep up-to-date with our news and latest events by signing 

up to our newsletter at  blenheimpalace.com

Buy one day, get 12 months free*

*Terms and conditions apply. Registered charity number 1166164

A Fallen Ancient Oak Becomes a Stunning Seat for Visitors
A fallen oak tree in High Park, believed to be around 500 years old, has been given a 
new lease of life as a bench for guests to enjoy. The stunning new bench was carved 
by chainsaw champion Matthew Crabb, and took over 50 hours to complete. Find the 

new bench on your way around the Park perimeter route, near to Combe gate.

 Join the Team
Looking to take the next - or first - step in your career? We’re hiring! We have 
some exciting opportunities in our Estate and Palace teams, and a number of 
apprenticeships in construction and operations. See all current vacancies at 

blenheim.org/careers

 Saplings from our Ancient Oaks are 
now on Sale at Blenheim Palace 

A selection of saplings carefully grown from acorns collected from across the  
Park have gone on sale for the first time. The saplings are available from the 
Blenheim Palace East Courtyard Gift Shop and allow you to take a piece of  

the Blenheim Estate home, and grow a legacy of your own.

Forthcoming Events
 Tino Sehgal at Blenheim Park & Gardens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9th July - 15th August 

 The Luna Open-Air Cinema . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12th - 15th August 

 Blenheim Palace Food Festival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20th - 22nd August 2021
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