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Thank You
Grahame!
With Grateful Thanks to
Grahame Lee
At the age of 91, Grahame Lee has decided to
hang up his Hanborough Herald delivery
bag. Grahame has been delivering the
Herald for nearly 20 years, not long after he
moved to the village. We would like to thank
Grahame from the bottom of our hearts for
all the miles he has walked delivering over
the years and his dedicated service to the
Herald. We are sorry that your YTS
placement has come to an end!
Thanks, Grahame!

Herald

HANBOROUGH

Euro-philes Language Exchange Club Proposed in
Long Hanborough
Is Hanborough a home away from home?
We plan to arrange a weekly evening drinks social meet-up in local
pub for anyone wishing to socialise over a beer in French, German,
Spanish or other languages. Free events—just buy drink/s from pub.
Contact Alasdair on tours@iloveoxford.com

Would You Be Prepared To Help Out in a Crisis?
The Herald needs you!
We are looking for people who would be prepared to step in and deliver
the Heralds in times of sickness or holidays of our regular team
members. If you feel that you could help out delivering–planned, or at
short notice–please contact Sarah Nicholls 01993 881466

Parish Council June
Report
Annual Parish Meeting
The annual meeting was held online, and the Chairman presented a list of achievements (which you can find
online) from the last two years and thanked councillors, officers and residents who supported these. We have
vacancies for councillors, and I urge you to contact the clerk if you are interested in getting involved while we
have vacancies.
Local Elections
Hanborough Parish Council was uncontested in Town and Parish Council Elections with eight nominations
submitted for the 12 councillor places. The following were elected unopposed: Ellen Armitage, Michael Franklin,
Rod Fraser, Rich Fuller, Penelope Marcus, Steve Page, Kerry Scarlett and Lucy Tritton. The Parish Council will
co-opt to fill the remaining seats.
Parish Council Meetings
The Government Regulations enabling virtual parish council meetings came to an end at midnight on 6 May
2021. We returned to face to face meetings in May. The public may attend, but there will be restrictions on
numbers in the hall. Therefore, it is encouraged to submit any public participation questions or statements by
email rather than attend in person.
Parish Grass Cutting–Much Reduced Cutting Regime
Parish Council has agreed to reduce the number of cuts of verges to allow for re-wilding. This is part of a wider
move being adopted by councils across the country to leave areas uncut between May and September. This is a
benefit for wildlife and also cuts down on CO₂ emissions by contractors. We also encourage residents who have
traditionally cut their own verge to consider leaving it between May and September. We appreciate this will
change the appearance of the parish and that not everyone will agree, but the Council hopes in time it will
become the new norm. The plan will be to cut most areas twice only. Areas identified for visibility at junctions,
recreation or accessibility reasons will continue to be cut monthly.
Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You
can also contact us through the website for non-urgent enquiries: www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Reporting Highway Problems
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website below for the public to report any highway-related problems.
Councillors would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged signs,
overgrown paths, etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number
to follow up if necessary. The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where
there are issues: http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC
make the decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site: http://
publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications. There is also a service that allows you to register to
automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in your area. You can register at the following
location: https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website
Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 8 June 2020 at 7:00pm in the
Pavilion.
An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday.
Members of the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or queries by
prior written request to the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting and joining
instructions will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may change.
Mini Libraries
We are very excited to announce that Hanborough will very soon have several mini libraries installed around the
village. These have been very kindly built and supplied by Blenheim. One will be at Riely Close and another at
Hanborough Meadows Pre-school. We are also hoping to install one more at another site in the village.
You will be able to select books and either return or keep. The libraries will be regularly monitored and checked
by a volunteer group. If you would like to donate books, please contact lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk. We
cannot take large quantities of books or heavy hardbacks but are looking for small numbers of paperback fiction,
crime, historical, sci-fi and children’s books and anything else you think will be popular. Books must be in good
condition. More information will be found on Facebook–search for Hanborough Mini Libraries. Many thanks
to Blenheim and to Merilyn Davies for getting this initiative in place.
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The Councillors
Ellen Armitage
Tel: 07775 419512
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com
Michael Franklin
Tel: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com
Rod Fraser
Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Rich Fuller
Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Penelope Marcus
Tel: 881312
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com
Steve Page
Tel: 359984
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Kerry Scarlett Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com
Lucy Tritton Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Officers of the Parish Council
Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood,
OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning,
Cemetery and Allotments matters
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough,
Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
Office Hours: 01993 773532
Mobile: 07767 020290
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com

Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel: 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
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Waste and Recycling

Blue lidded bins are for all
recycling except glass bottles/
jars.

•
•
•

•
•

Thursday 3rd June*
Wednesday 16th June
Wednesday 30th June

Wednesday 9th June
Wednesday 23rd June

In GREY weeks, general rubbish
and food waste will be collected.
In GREEN weeks, recycling,
garden waste and food waste will
be collected.

Residents can now report a missed
bin collection direct to our depot
via our online form:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/
missedbin.
*Unless delayed by a Bank holiday
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Due to the current emergency, some dates
may change; please contact the event
organiser to confirm.
Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
Hanborough Herald, but are the views of the
contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication
are
not
endorsed
nor
specifically
recommended
by
the
Management
Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please
mention to the supplier that you saw their
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald.
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Hi everyone,
with all this change
I’ve found myself
even more lost than
usual this month!
See if you can find
me…
Hans Bruh
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Letter From the Editor
D

ear Hanborough,
We at the Herald have been beavering away making
some exciting improvements to your monthly local
newsletter--you may have noticed the new layout? With
the village finally peeping its head above the parapet it
has been sheltering behind for the last year or so, we
thought a good spring clean and a bit of a shakeup was
what we all needed to help us brush off those lockdown
cobwebs and feel just a little bit more refreshed as we
forge ahead into our bright new future (fingers
crossed). It has been fantastic seeing people all over the
village getting together, hearing music and raucous
laughter coming from behind garden fences, smelling
the long-abandoned BBQs crackling back to life. The
pubs finally thronging and pulsing again with life that
has for so long been hidden behind silent doors. So I
hope, even if things do have to be reigned back in a bit
as we progress through June, that everyone will be able
to remember that the vibrancy and resilience of life is
never really too far away.
It has been a while now since my last letter, in fact I
have just had a flick through the archive, and the last
time I wrote in was November of last year! Time does
certainly fly, and there have been a lot of changes since
then. Firstly, the New Surgery and Chemist has been
long open now, and I’m sure many of you have already
made good use of it, but I’m equally certain many must
have popped past the old surgery and wondered where
its future lay? Well wonder no more! On page 31, Alaa
Al-Yousuf has all the details, and it doesn’t sound like
just more houses.
This is the second (or third) month now that the
Hanborough Nature Recovery Network has been
promoting their “One Metre Challenge” and now really
is the time to start planting those seeds if you haven’t
already--it is never too late to do something in the
garden. With the strange weather we’ve been having, I
have to say my patch is still looking a little bit sparse,
but fingers crossed all this rain will do it some good.
Finally I would like to say a MASSIVE thank you to
Grahame Lee who has been delivering the Herald for
almost as long as I have been alive (-ish)! So thanks so
much Grahame, the Herald really couldn’t have done it
without you!

Where Can I Get a Copy of
the Herald ?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald
delivered to you, they are available from
the following locations:
The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’
Surgery, Suzuki Garage, Methodist
Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects
Hair Studio or online at:
www.hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/

That’s it for me this month, so until next time…
Tommy Begley
Editor
Hanborougherald@gmail.com
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HANBOROUGH NATURE RECOVERY
NETWORK

Verges

Y

ou may well have seen this sign down
Millwood End. A number of households
have worked together to seed an area of
verge as a wildflower trial area. We are
looking forward to seeing what comes up to
make this verge more attractive but most
importantly increase its diversity. Thank you
so much for the householders involved in this
project. If you would like advice, support and
help to plant your own area of wild flowers or
ideas for how to manage grass areas to
increase diversity, do contact us at the emails
below. We are also working with
Hanborough Garden Club to encourage more
householders to limit verge cutting and
increase the number of wildflowers in verges.
Spring and early summer are great times to
spot wildflowers and with the damp, cool
weather, we are certainly getting some
fantastic displays. All the woods around
Hanborough are carpeted with bluebells,
making a spectacular sight against the fresh
lime green leaves of the trees above. Also to
be found are wood anemones, wild garlic
flowers and stitchwort. Along the road verges
are daisies, buttercups and cowslips. On the
M40 north of Oxford, there are miles and
miles (literally) of densely packed cowslips
along the banks, creating an incredible show
and demonstrating how not using herbicides
and leaving areas untrampled and unmown
can transform grass areas into wildflower
bonanzas.

Hedgerows
It is National Hedgerow week 29 May-6
June. See https://treecouncil.org.uk/
take-action/seasonal-campaigns/
national-hedgerow-week/
Hedgerows form the UK’s largest wildlife
habitat and are a major part of our landscape
and cultural heritage. They therefore play a
crucial role in halting biodiversity decline.
Activities will include advice to help people
plant hedgerows through webinars and other
support plus competitions. Send us in photos
of your favourite hedges letting us know
when and where you took the photo so we
can build up a picture of hedges in our area.
May and June are colourful months for
hedges with crab apple blossom, hawthorn
blossom (called May blossom), wild cherry
and elderflower. Watch quietly for wildlife in
hedges and see what species you can spot.
A fascinating book on hedges and other
wildlife corridors is Linescapes by local
naturalist Hugh Warwick, published by
Vintage.

Nature Recovery One Metre Challange
YOU can get involved straightaway in our
Nature Recovery One Metre Challenge. In
your back garden or any space suitable you
have access to, mark out a metre square and
send us your ‘before and after’ photos
showing us what you have done to encourage
wildlife and biodiversity in your metre

square. If you don’t have a suitable space, try
making a wild garden in a pot. Send photos
by 10 July to either of the emails above so we
can publish results in the August
Hanborough Herald. There will be a prize
for the metre square we think is the most
wildlife friendly.

EST SINCE 1994.

PROFESSIONALWINDOW CLEANING
&
CARPET CLEANING
FULLY INSURED

There are plenty of places to look for ideas.
Try the RHS www.rhs.org.uk/getinvolved/wild-about-gardens or
BBOWT www.bbowt.org.uk/actions
Hanborough Nature Recovery Network is
made up of a core group of interested
parishioners drawn from Grow for
Hanborough, Hanborough Garden Club,
HPC and Long Hanborough Community
Tree Project. The aim is to coordinate
existing projects and to get other projects up
and running, particularly those involving
children.
If you are interested in playing an active role
in HNRN or just want to find out more
information, please do contact us. Penelope
Marcus penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com
and Lucy Tritton
lucy.tritton@hanboroughpc.gov.uk
We would love to hear from you.
Hanborough Nature Recovery Network
Facebook page. This is now up and running–
search for Hanborough Nature Recovery
Network and see news and articles on there.

millbrookservices1@gmail.com
TEL: 01235 511541 MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE
Visit our webpage to view all other services:

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk

Hanborough Says Good-Bye to
Helen Hacking

H

elen Hacking has left Long
Hanborough after 31 very
happy years. She has moved
to sheltered accommodation in
Salisbury to be nearer her family
and her husband, Dr Peter
Hacking, who is in a care home
in the city.
Helen and Peter came to live in
Long Hanborough after Peter
retired as head of the Radiology
Dept. at the Royal Victoria
Infirmary, Newcastle upon Tyne,
in 1990. Both Peter and Helen
were very active in retirement;
Peter worked for Oxford
Archeology for many years and
then the Oxford Geology Group.
Helen, who had a Diploma in
Painting and Drawing, and had
been Organizing Secretary of the
friends of the Laing Art Gallery
in Newcastle, was quickly taken
on by the Ashmolean Museum
Friends
Membership
Dept.
where she worked for 30 years
reorganising their filing system.
She also studied at the Dept. for
Further Education at the
University of Oxford, gaining a
BA (Hons), with the Open
University and then a Masters
degree at SOAS, London
University.
Both
Peter
and
Helen
worshipped regularly at St. Peter
and St. Paul Parish Church in
Church Hanborough. They were
much
involved
in
the
celebrations for the 900th
anniversary of the church. Peter

Notices From Villagers
Recently the frequency and the persistency
of scam callers is getting to a point where
more and more people are becoming victims
at all ages. The following link is very easy and
quick to complete. As soon as residents
receive a phone call, they should write down
the phone number which appears on the
phone, with the date and time of the call,
then using the link, enter the phone number
details.
www.bt.com/consumer/edw/scams/
Residents have been complaining of people
using the “Hanborough Shuttle” (the path
between Long and Church Hanborough) as a
cycle path. This can make it difficult for
walkers, especially for people with reduced
mobility and those with prams. So please, if
you are heading out that way on your cycle,
use the road not the path. Thanks!
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documented
all
the
monuments before they were
cleaned and took the payments,
while
Helen
wrote
and
photographed
the
Art
Treasures for the special
broshure and organised many
of the activities that year.
Peter was a Parish Councillor
for 12 years and he and Helen

“After 31 very
happy years. She
has moved to… be
nearer her family”
commissioned the milestone in
the village, which was carved by
their friend, the sculptor, Alec
Peever, to celebrate the
Diamond Jubilee of H.M.
Queen Elizabeth II.
Both Peter and Helen were
keen
supporters
of
the
Hanborough Garden Club and
used to open their garden
regularly in the early years.
They have both expressed the
wish that, when the time
comes,
they
should
be
cremated and their ashes
brought back to the the
cemetery at Hanborough.

Freeland Gardening Club Report

O
June
Janet Dalton

nce again there is no news of when club
meetings can start again, but hopefully
it will be at the end of the summer. All
dates are booked with speakers who have
transferred their booking from one year to
the next. As mentioned last month and in
the Grapevine and Jill’s newsletter, the
Evans have unfortunately had to withdraw
from the Club, but we are sure they will
want to be involved in some way in the
future when transport is available. The first
of these is the placing of the plaque to mark
our 20th anniversary, a few years ago, on
the hornbeam tree on the playing field. This
has been organised for 7:00pm on 26 May,
and club members are welcome to join us
there. We will be planning other events to
thank Ray and Jill at the next Committee
meeting.
This is a busy time of year in both the
flower and vegetable garden. Firstly, some
jobs to do in the flower garden. Annuals
can now be planted out if you have not yet
done so. Plant to get a succession of
flowers to give colour throughout the
summer and autumn. Choose flowers with
an open flower to attract pollinators.
Deadhead and water as necessary, and
fertilise if the display needs a boost!
Containers, hanging baskets and pots
should be fed once a week from spring to
autumn if long-lasting fertilising granules
have not already been included when
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plants were planted. Take cuttings to
increase your stock of fuchsias, geraniums
and osteospermum.
Leave an area of your lawn to grow wild to
enjoy the wildflowers which will appear.
Clear pond weed from ponds and leave
beside the pond to allow aquatic life to get
back in the pond.
In the veg garden, sow little and often. Earth
up potatoes and weed regularly around the
beds with a hoe. Pick beans frequently when
they are long enough. Water if dry.
Save as much rain water as possible in water
butts attached to drainpipes. Any washing
up water can also be used on flower and veg
in a dry season. Watch out for sawfly
caterpillars on gooseberries and pick off
because they will defoliate a bush in no
time. Cover soft fruit with birdproof netting.
Pheromone traps can be put in apple trees
to prevent maggoty fruit. You can also put
grease bands or grease around the trunk to
prevent moths climbing up to lay their eggs.
Many house plants can spend the summer
outdoors, but if not, water when dry or
droopy,
mist
regularly
and
turn
occasionally.
Enjoy being out in the garden both for
relaxation or looking after your plants. It
improves health and can relieve stress!
For any further information about the
Freeland Gardening Club, please contact
Terry Jones at davidjones30@talktalk.net

1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout
Group
Matthew Ruddle

P

ending further changes to
government guidelines, we
have gone back to holding
some face-to-face meetings in our
groups. Currently, we are only
meeting outside, but this is a huge
step in the right direction after
being online only for such a long
time.
Beavers, for example, are meeting
up outside Freeland village hall,
but are divided into two groups
(one from Freeland and one from
Hanborough) and each group
meets on alternate weeks to limit
social mixing. Beavers haven’t
seen each other in person since
March 2020, so this has been a
very exciting development!
The committee has been working
hard to put together risk
assessments to enable outside
face-to-face meetings to take
place, and everything has to be
approved before we run any
activities to make sure that we are
being as Covid-safe as possible.
We have also been discussing
how to hold our AGM, which is

“We’ve had new volunteers join us
recently, but we still need a few more
to lend a hand.”
due to happen within the next few
months; I will update you on that
next time.
We’ve had new volunteers join us
recently, but we still need a few
more to lend a hand. Our group is
very active, providing all kinds of
wonderful experiences for young
people in Hanborough and
Freeland, and that is all down to
our
volunteers
that
keep
everything going!
To get involved, take a look at
www.hfscouting.org.uk and
get in touch via the contact page
or
send
an
email
to
gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to express
your interest.
You do not need any previous
experience of Scouting, but a love
of working with young people is
vital–and a sense of adventure!
You will receive lots of help and
support from our other group
leaders and the Executive
Committee, and training is
provided.
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The Elderberries

T
Elderberries
Coordinator
Gill Grahame
01993 881805

his time last year I
remember
discussing
possible reopening dates
with Dawn, but it is only
now in May 2021 that it is
becoming
reality.
The
amazing
scientists
developed several vaccines,
and the equally amazing
NHS and volunteers have
now vaccinated so many of
us, and for Elderberries, this
has allowed us to plan for
reopening!
The last time we all met was
on Wednesday 4 March
2020 when we had a visit
from Kelly and Hanborough
Meadows
Preschool
followed by the Ukelele

Band in the afternoon,
which all feels like a
different world. The plan
now, if allowed by Boris,
Chris and Patrick, is to
reopen on Wednesday 23
June 2021. This will be 67
weeks or 476 days since we
have been together, and I
can’t wait to see everyone
again! I will be talking to all
our members over the next
few weeks to make sure
everyone feels comfortable
and happy returning, and
myself and Dawn will be
doing everything possible to
help
everyone
enjoy
Wednesdays
in
the
Recreation Hall again!

HANDY MAN SERVICE
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower
resealants
Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs &
carpentry

T rad itional cakes, traybakes, biscuits, scones. GF / vegan options
Cream tea box es. T reat size box es (4 slices) Unique gifts. G ift
Vouchers
Contact Rachel 01993 881867
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com
Find me on Facebook

CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or
Email: dasdecandbuild@gmail.com
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Church of England a
Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland
The churches of Hanborough and Freeland
are reopening for worship on 27 June
2021. From this date, at St Peter and St
Paul Church Hanborough, St Mary the
Virgin Freeland and Christ Church Long
Hanborough, there will be a 10:00am
service every week, and everyone from our
community is invited to join us on this new
adventure. You can see a video on our
website in which the new service patterns
and the thinking behind them are
presented by the clergy and wardens.
Until then, we will continue to hold
services on Zoom at 10:00am every
Sunday. The Zoom joining details are on
the
homepage
at
www.hanboroughparish.co.uk.
During this time, St Mary the Virgin
Freeland is open for private prayer from
9.00am – 5.00pm throughout the week.
You are very welcome to join us at our
Zoom service at 10:00am every Sunday.
For further details, please email:
administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk

Letter from
Our Rector

The Porch
Donations
of
fresh
fruit,
vegetables and baked goods to
The Porch will be 12 and 26 June.
Donations are always most
gratefully received. Dates have
been changed to Saturdays
because The Porch is closed on
Sundays.

New to the Village?
If you have just recently moved into Long
Hanborough or Church Hanborough and
have not yet received a ‘Welcome Pack’, do
please let us know so that we can give one
to you. This is a scheme run by the
Hanborough Churches, and the pack
contains
information
with
contact
numbers about things that go on in the
villages and a map to help you find your
way around.
Please contact:
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
Similarily if a new family has arrived near
you, we would love to welcome them and
give them a Welcome Pack.
So please do get in touch!
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Rev Steve
Stewart

T

oday I bring exciting news! The
churches of Hanborough and
Freeland are opening! And not
only will the churches be opening for
Sunday morning worship, but with a
new pattern of services–hopefully taking
into account everything that God has
been teaching us during lockdown. We
want to make our churches as accessible
on a Sunday morning to our local
community as possible. This means that
all our churches in the Benefice–St Peter
and St Paul Church Hanborough, St
Mary the Virgin Freeland, and Christ
Church Long Hanborough (previously
based at Manor School)–will all open
on 27 June and from then on will
have a 10:00am service every
week. This is a big change from
alternating between a 10:00am service
in one week and 8:00am the next, but
we hope that it will provide the
opportunity for the growth of our
churches.
There will also be a traditional 8:30am
said Communion service at St Mary
Freeland on the first and third Sundays
of the month, to which all are welcome.
As life in general and church too returns
to a better way of doing things–with less
social
distancing
and
hopefully
congregational singing–we will also be
looking to grow activities outside of
Sunday morning services, from house
groups where we meet in one another’s
homes, to Christian basics courses for
those enquiring, and social events for all.
We hope and pray that you will join us
on this new adventure of ‘being church’
in the villages of Hanborough and
Freeland. Each of our churches
welcomes and is open to all from our
community: the young, the old, families,
singles. In our preaching and teaching
we will open God’s Word, the Bible, to
seek God’s wisdom in both the deepest
questions of existence and also how to
live in the everyday things of life: family,
work, study, life, relationships, money.
And in doing so, we will learn how much
God loves us, and enjoy our calling to
love one another. As a newcomer to
Hanborough and Freeland, my family
and I have been privileged to see how
loving and welcoming the church
families are here, and we would love you
to enjoy that welcome and journey with
us. If you have any questions whatsoever
about coming to church when we open
for our new patterns of worship on 27
June, please do not hesitate to get in
contact
with
me
at
rector@hanboroughparish.co.uk
With much love in Christ Jesus,
Rev Steve Stewart,
Rector, Hanborough and Freeland

and United Services
Richard Balding
7th April 1944
2nd May 2021
Richard’s wife Deborah would like to thank everyone for their very kind
cards, flowers, thoughts and prayers. After retiring as head of Science at
Summer Fields Oxford, he very soon was asked to be chair of the Board of
Governors at Hanborough Manor. His other retirement activities included
Chair of the Bladon Garden Society, guide at Blenheim Palace, member of
Kirtlington Golf Club and conductor of two of Oxford’s big bands and
playing in many others. Then there was the occasional moments of
umpiring for Hanborough Cricket club and working on our allotment.
Richard was a friendly, humorous, and kind man full of humility.
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Reduce the Speed
Limit on Lower Road
Petition Update: 432 Signed

A Job Done Well:
Carpentry, furniture assembly
Doors hung, door locks fitted
Curtain rails and blinds fitted
Gutters cleared; fencing
Painting and decorating

No job
too small

Rob Atkinson
Property maintenance & high quality DIY

Tel: 07876-275300
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com

Foot Health Professional
Joanna Attridge
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot problems?
I will visit you in
the comfort of
your own home

07961 620 292
joannafoothealth@gmail.com

Based in Combe
Fully qualified and insured

www.joannasfoothealth.co.uk

Dr Lidia Arciszewska,
Hanborough resident

E

xcellent news on the speed limit issue! I
presented our petition at the full County
Council meeting on 23 March and have
received a formal response. The council
recognised the need for speed limit reduction
on Lower Road to at least 50 mph and perhaps
40 mph and promised to undertake speed
surveys in several locations within the coming
months. I will liaise with the county officers to
make sure that the surveys will take place in
timely fashion.
Regarding cycle path provision along Lower
Road, the response is vague. It alludes to
inclusion of the southern part of the path in the
Salt Cross planning application and mentions
significant challenges to delivering a ‘full route’
towards Hanborough Station. The truth is that
cycle path inclusion in the Salt Cross
development is only aspirational. If the path is
not delivered at the time of housing
development, probably it will never be
provided.
More community pressure is required to get
this project going. I have therefore teamed up
with Dan Levy, a District and County Council
Councillor for Eynsham and WODC Cycling
Champion and set up a petition asking to
identify the route of the full cycling path, secure
the land and source necessary funds to make it

happen. If you wish to sign this petition, search
“Build a Lower Road Cycle Path Now.”
I will also campaign for the County Council
involvement to secure a provision of a green
shuttle bus between Eynsham and Hanborough
Station and further to Freeland and North
Leigh, thus reconnecting back the villages that
lost the bus with Eynsham and Oxford.
The response on the issue of aggregate lorries
traffic on Lower Road is disappointing. The
Council admits that the lorries should be using
A40 rather than Lower Road and claims that
necessary monitoring to ensure compliance is
routinely being done. It is seriously puzzling
how monitoring has not revealed routine and
permanent aggregate lorry traffic on Lower
Road. However, the letter also states, “There
are no records of complaints received with
regard to lorries from Cassington Quarry using
Lower Road. Any such complaints relating to a
potential breach of planning control would be
investigated and dealt with in line with County
Council Policy.” It is rather disheartening that
compliance monitoring is left to the
community. I will negotiate with the new OCC
to establish a channel to report any sightings of
aggregate lorries on Lower Road. It looks like
we have to take this matter into our own hands!
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Freeland Nurseries
Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road
Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm;
Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm
Tel:- 01993 881430
Website: https://
freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
Large selection of fuchsias and geraniums
Plants for hanging baskets and containers
Summer bedding plants
Vegetable and herb plants
Ornamental trees and shrubs
Herbaceous plants
Pre-planted hanging baskets and containers

Witney Talking News
Do you know someone who is blind
or visually impaired?
You may like to know that Witney Talking
News is a free service designed especially for
them. We record items from the Witney
Gazette and other local news publications,
which are posted out to them weekly on a
memory stick. These can be listened to on a
special player which we can provide. Sticks are
then posted back to us (free of charge) for
recording again the following week. This is a
great way for blind or visually impaired people
to keep in touch with local news and events
across the district.
If you know someone who could benefit from
this service or would like to join us for reading,
admin or packing sticks for despatch, we would
be delighted to hear from you. We record every
Thursday evening at High Street Methodist
Church in Witney. If you would like to contact
us please call 01993 444986
or go to
wtn.org.uk

Finding it hard to stay afloat?
HWT trustees are very aware that there may be
some people in need as a result of the
Coronavirus pandemic, and requests are
invited at this time to cover emergencies by any
individuals or families who live in Hanborough
and may consider themselves and their need
appropriate. Please do so by contacting either
Gill Breakspear on
gillbreakspear@btinternet.com or
Rev Nigel Knights Johnson on
nigelknightsjohnson@gmail.com. If you do not
have access to email or the internet, then please
ring on 01993 359572.

Hanborough & Freeland
Running Group
Free and local fitness for all
Hanborough and Freeland Running Group is
open to all. From the age of 18 to infinity, all
are welcome.
These are enjoyable, weekly, free and–most
importantly–peer led running groups.
Interested? Please get in touch by emailing:
HanFree-run@outlook.com or on the website
www.strava.com/clubs.HanFree-Run
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Freeland District
Girlguiding
Covering the villages of
Freeland, Long Hanborough &
North Leigh

T

his last term (AprilMay) we have been
looking
at
constellations, designing
shoes, making some
wonderful wooden peg
dolls,
going
on
a
scavenger hunt, walking
in the countryside and
doing some map reading.
After the May Bank
holiday week, Rainbows,
Brownies and Guides will
be meeting in the
Recreation Hall in Long
Hanborough and will
continue with focusing on
outdoor
activities,
including cooking and
games.
We are hoping some new
Rainbows/Brownies
&
Guides will be able to join
us, and we will be

contacting those on our
waiting list in the holiday
week where space allows.
Certainly for September,
we are ever hopeful that
we can increase our
numbers back to normal.
If you are interested in
registering your daughter
to join Guiding for the
first time, to go on our
waiting lists, then please
visit
www.enquiryym.girlg
uiding.org.uk
Finally, we cannot run our
units
without
adult
volunteers, so if you are
interested in helping in
any of our units, please do
contact us at:
freelanddistrictguiding@
btinternet.com or phone
Wendy on 01993 883120.

Christian Aid
Week 2021
Gillian Hunt

T

his year has been rather
dominated again by news of
Coronavirus. Whilst we here
in the Hanboroughs have tried to
raise money for Christian Aid's
work
for
building
dams,
preserving clean water and
making life more bearable for so
many people, some have been
simply struggling for life.
Christian Aid uses its money to
continue to help countries like
India, which are struggling to

overcome the widespread virus.
A simple vaccination which we
take for granted (and perhaps as
a right?) for others is something
else. During May, the e-envelope
has been open and will remain so
for a time. If you feel able to put
something into it, Christian Aid
would
be
most
grateful.
R e m e m b e r
EVERY.DROP.COUNTS.
If you wanted to donate and the
e-envelope is closed, you can
always do so by telephoning
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Christian Aid on 020 7620 4444
or looking them up online. So
far, we have raised almost
£2,023.75, including Gift Aid.
Our target was to raise
£3,000.00. Will you or can you
help please? Donate online at:
www.envelope.
christianaid.org.uk/
envelope/
the-hanboroughs
or use the QR code
Thank you!

Half Term and Country Bus Event
W

e have got a real treat for those of
you who visit us during half term at
the end of May and beginning of
June. You will be able to step on board
on Bank Holiday Monday 31 May,
Wednesday 2 June and Sunday 6 June at
12:15pm and 2:45pm for a free ride. We
shall have a strict limit on the number of
passengers–all the windows will be
open, so wrap up well.
On Sunday 13 June, we are arranging a
special event featuring country buses,
which were used on rural routes in the
past. We hope to have visiting buses and
coaches, some of which may be used on
the free bus rides at 12:15pm and
2:45pm.
The first motor bus service between
Oxford an Abingdon started at the
beginning of the First World War. In
those days, the buses had solid rubber
tyres because, although pneumatic tyres
had been invented by JP Dunlop as early
as 1888, the technology was still not
available to make the tyre walls strong
enough to take the weight of a bus and
its passengers. The result was that the
buses were hard on the roads. By
November 1915, the Abingdon Town
Council was claiming compensation
from the bus company for damage
allegedly caused by the motor buses to
the council’s roads. The correspondence
continued until the early 1920s.
After the war ended, the Oxford Bus
Company looked to increase its
profitability. Fares within the city were
controlled by the City Council. During
1918, the company was running country
routes to Abingdon, Wantage and
Wallingford, which provided 20% of the
company’s total mileage, took just 25%
of the total receipts and earned
approximately 40% of the company’s
profits.
So successful were its rural services, the
company decided to expand its country
operations with new routes to Burford
via Witney, Chipping Norton and
Faringdon, where fare levels were
unrestricted. The company had to pay
Berkshire County Council 2d (approx.
4p) per mile as an annual licence fee but
only 1d to Oxfordshire County council to
operate the routes.
Many of the buses in our collection ran
on country routes. Single deck buses
were usually used because the number of
passengers did not justify higher
capacity double decker.
PWL 413 was acquired in 1950 by the
Oxford Bus Company for private hire
and excursion duties, but when not used
for such duties was used on country
routes. It is pictured after acquisition by
the museum at an event showing
country service 26 on its blind.
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Combe Mill
We are delighted to tell you that
we are now fully open to
visitors.
Wednesdays from now until
October, we are welcoming
visitors for self-guided tours
and tea room visits. Come and
enjoy the charm of sitting by the
river and walk round to chat to
our volunteers working in the
exhibition areas they care for. If
you would like to bring a group
of people, please contact us to
arrange in advance and reserve
your date.
Please contact us if you require
any more information or check
out the website for details
regarding pricing and opening
hours. We are all so looking
forward to welcoming people
back to the Mill.
Julie Stuart-Thompson
tourism@combemill.org

27th
June

Our first steaming event will
be for members and anyone
who
is
interested
in
volunteering in any area of
Mill work. Please do drop in
and see what the various
groups of volunteers get up
to on a steaming Sunday. We
would love more volunteers
to sign up and contribute to
the work for the remainder
of 2021.

th

18
July

Our first steaming day for
visitors. After such a long
time, our coffers are low and
we need your support to
keep the Mill running.
We have the "We're Good to
Go" badge issued by Visit
England, so visit with
confidence.

Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club

H
June
Margaret Lang

ello everyone, here we are again with
news of our happenings. We had a really
happy evening on Zoom last month with
Carol Bennett from Maidenhead with her
title ‘All Kinds of Everything.’ It was a good
title because although she worked with
spring flowers, her arrangements were very
mixed. She touched on May Day with an
arrangement
including
ribbons
representing the maypole and a bit of
Japanese Ikebana with apple blossom and
bamboo canes. She used less oasis, which
we are all being encouraged to achieve, and
made a frame of small squares, which was
placed across a container, and in it, she
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placed some beech twigs and tulips–so
simple but very effective. All her
arrangements could be replicated in any
home. Next month, Monday 14 June at
7:00pm, our Zoom demonstration is going
to be by Stephanie Cornell with the title
‘Floral Delights.’ If you would like to join
any of our Zoom meetings, please contact
our chairman on 07701 000977. There is a
charge of £3 for non-members. We are
hoping to have an outing in July and our
garden soiree in August, but for the time
being, it is all provisional. Please contact me
if you would like to know more about the
Flower Club: 01865 376587.

Woodstock & District
u3a
Chris Sladen

W

oodstock u3a's May Speaker Meeting
carried the snappy title ‘All You Might
Ever Need to Know About Slugs.’ Retired
entomologist Dr Ian Bedford urged us not to
write off all these creatures as pestiferous foes.
‘Killer Slugs hit Norwich’ was indeed recently
voted newspapers’ ‘Headline of the Decade,’
but, as Ian pointed out, only around 15% of
some 5,000 slug species are gardeners’
enemies. Nor should we be put off by the slug’s
less than cuddly appearance. “Not just a slimy
stick,” the speaker informed us, illustrating the
variety of shape, size and colour of these
gastropods (like Napoleon's troops, he might
have added, they march on their stomachs). As
this column does not own a garden, it cannot
take sides in the debate, but the fact that there
can be up to 250,000 slugs per acre of farmland
(Ian Bedford's figure), causing around £200
million worth of damage to crops annually may
make my gardening neighbours think less than
kindly of slugs, however photogenic they may
appear.
Forthcoming online talks move to a different
region of the animal world on 1 June, with a
description of a Banbury-based charity that
trains dogs to partner people with disabilities,
before switching on 6 July to Art–specifically,
the Art of World War II. Details of all branch
activities
can
be
found
at
www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock.

rj_pimm@hotmail.com

Those Half Time Chores
from divalde
The whistle went, the ref was clear,
A promise must to be kept,
Closing time was drawing near,
So out the house he swept.
Helter-skelter down the street,
He nipped inside the deli store,
Chutney, cheese and German meat,
“Keep the change” and off he tore.
Crashing about with too many bags,
To put the weekly shopping in.
Raid the stand for fashion mags,
Papers, stamps and a bottle of gin,
Out the bakers and into the grocer,
Croissant, buns and a cauliflower,
The second half was edging closer,
Less than quarter of an hour.
Running in the butchers shop,
Pointing wildly at the steak,
Darting out with just a chop,
A gala pie and carrot cake.
Out the chemist, almost there,
Sprinting up the drive,
Slumping weary in his chair,
He slept right through till five.
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Hanborough Allotment Association

No. 34
Jobs to do in June

A

s I write, it is the beginning of May.
It has been a very sad start for the
Association, as we have just heard
that our Chair, Richard Balding, sadly
passed away on 2 May. Richard had
been an allotmenteer for many years,
and his knowledge and sense of dry
humour made him a perfect Chair for
us. We will miss him very much.
By the time the Herald reaches you,
May will have almost have become
June. As May has started out cold and
rather wet, it is difficult to predict
where we will be in June weather-wise.
It may be a flaming June or, if the Gulf
Stream doesn’t alter course to be above
the UK, it could be colder than average
for the time of year. In any event,
temperatures should be high enough
to sow successionally, every 2 - 4 weeks
for ensure a continual supply of quick
growing crops such as radish, spring
onions and leafy salad varieties.
For crops already sown in modules in
the greenhouse or cold frame, these
should be ready to plant out. Brussels
sprouts,
cabbages,
cauliflowers,
celeriac,
courgettes,
outdoor
cucumbers, French and runner beans,
leeks, pumpkins, squashes, sweet
corn, outdoor tomatoes can all be put
out into their final positions now. It
can be done earlier, weather
permitting, with frost protection to
hand if needed.
May in the allotment calendar is often
a time when new allotmenteers take
up an allotment and 2021 has been no
exception. The numbers of people
requesting and taking on a plot has
been steadily rising. For a long time it
looked as though allotments had ‘had
their day.’ The picture was of rapidly
declining interest in ‘growing your
own’, with many allotments being
abandoned and lost often to housing
development, new leisure facilities or
edge of town retail outlets. With cheap
vegetables in the new and ever
expanding supermarkets, pressure on
family
time
and
many
new
opportunities for leisure activities and
travel, allotments had simply lost their
appeal. This now seems to be in state
of rapid reversal and the fortunes of
allotments are in the ascendency
again. As with their decline, there are
many reasons that can be attributed to
this change that are too numerous to
list in a paragraph. There is no doubt
however, that one of the key drivers is
an increasing recognition of their
value to health and wellbeing. They
can be hard work and frustrating if
things don’t grow as planned, but

“An addiction to gardening
is not all bad when you
consider all the other
choices in life.”
Cora Lea Bell

when it does go to plan, there really
isn’t much that is as satisfying as
picking something you have grown
and taking it straight to the kitchen.
Not to mention the calming effect of
just being in nature and having a chat
with someone about the best carrots to
grow…
Virtually all allotments have an
Association. They do vary in scope and
authority
across
the
country.
Hanborough Allotment Association
(HAA) has been up and running since
May 2017 and currently has 22
members. On a day-to-day basis, all
the Cemetery Allotments are managed
by the Parish Council; the HPC sets
the rents and the rules by which
we all must abide. The Association
sits informally under that structure.
Our Association yearly fee is £5 for an
individual plot holder or, £10 for a
couple
working
together.
Our
Association offers the following
benefits:
Insurance cover–£3.00 (for a one
person plot holder) or £6.00 (for a
couple) is paid from the joining
fee
to
the
National
Allotment Association (NAS) for
insurance cover. Under the terms of
the insurance cover we have up to
£50,000 of individual public liability
insurance and access to free legal
advice.
The membership card offers a
10% discount on all outside plants
(excluding sale items) at Freeland
Nurseries (all discounts are currently
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suspended during the Covid-19 crisis)
and 10% discount on all plants and
other
related
garden
products
at Cassington Nurseries and Yarnton
Home and Garden Centre.
The link we have forged with
Headington District Allotment
Association in Oxford, gives us the
opportunity to buy seeds (Kings
Seeds), potatoes, onions, shallots,
compost and a wide range of other
allotment sundries, such as canes,
netting, etc. at very good discounts.
This year our Kings seeds discount
was 40%, available throughout the
year.
We also sometimes are able to take
advantage of discounts for bulk
buying on bagged composts, mulch
and manures.
Advice for members: we are always
happy to offer advice if you need it; this
is often particularly helpful if you are
new
to
allotmenteering.
More
generally, we also write a monthly
article for the Hanborough Herald.
We have a dedicated closed
group email and a closed group
Facebook page so that members can
communicate useful information or
offers and discounts they have found.
We also maintain a notice board
with general information for all
Allotment holders. It did succumb to
the recent gales but will be back up
soon.
We have a dedicated Association
half plot (No. 11). As the rickety shed
can testify, it has been put together on
a shoestring, but we hope to use the

plot for trying out both old and new
varieties, events, meetings and skills
demonstrations, Covid-19 restrictions
allowing.
Working
together
as
an
Association we are able to let the
HPC Allotment Officer know if issues
arise that might need to be resolved by
the HPC. Not all issues are easily
resolved of course, as allotmenteers do
have differences of view about the
application of the rules and what an
allotment should be. But being an
extraordinarily diverse community is
one of the best things about
allotments; it really is one of the best
places to see kindness, generosity and
good-heartedness in action. Working
together to maintain the future
sustainability of the site is also key. As
a result of the increasing interest in
having an allotment plot, additional
allotments have been proposed for
Cemetery Allotments (opposite the
current site), and though it may take
some time to achieve, it is a proposal
to welcome.
If you are an existing or new
allotmenteer and would like to join the
Association,
just
email
us
hanboroughallotmentassoc@gm
ail.com
We do know there is a long waiting list
for a Cemetery Allotment, but if you
are interested in renting an allotment,
Contact
Adrian
Edwards
at
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.
com
or 01993 773532
Mobile 0776 7020 290
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W

e are all hoping for a
successful release from
Covid restrictions on 21
June; by happy coincidence,
the 21st is also the longest
day, so a double reason to
celebrate.
The club had an informative
Zoom talk from Tim Healey in
May about the history and
significance of Green Man
carvings that proliferate in
Oxfordshire,
evident
in
Churches, on buildings and as
pub names. At time of writing,
plans for a June garden visit
and a picnic in July have not
been confirmed, as so much is
dependent on the relaxation
of
Covid
regulations.
Members will be informed as
soon as we have more
information.

E
June
Report
2021

HGC member involvement in
the
Hanborough
Nature
Recovery Network continues
to progress with members
being involved in planting
verges outside their homes
with a mix of wildflower
seeds. These areas are
experimental plots and are
being monitored for possible
extension to other verges in
the village.
Continuing
the
wildlife
theme, those wanting to
encourage
more
wild
creatures into the garden can
visit the Wild About Gardens
website. This is a joint project
of the Wildlife Trusts and the
Royal Horticultural Society to
promote wildlife gardening
and to encourage people to
use their gardens to help
support nature.
www.wildaboutgardens.o
rg.uk/
The Grow of Hanborough
Facebook page is still busy
with tips and plant swaps
please visit:
www.facebook.com/
g
r
o
u
p
s
/
2590086271237013, and if
you need any advice or have
questions, please use the
contact button on the HGC
website
www.hanboroughgarden
club.org. Thank you.

West Oxon Wills & Probate. Lasting
Powers of Attorney, Property Trusts, PrePaid Funeral Plans, Equity Release.
Free
advice.
Phone
or
Home
appointments. 01993220281 07769730616
westoxonwills@uwclub.net

dith
Langford
and
Detective-Sergeant
Anderson stared blankly
at Mrs. Lundy after her
shocking revelation.
“But how could you possibly
know that Anabel is the
victim’s daughter?” asked the
detective incredulously.
“I talked to the servants, of
course,” said Mrs. Lundy.
“One servant in this case.
Apparently, last week Mr.

Mystery at
Town’s End
Part Two

Daria Davis

Markham–poor man–sent for his solicitor, and they were shut
up in his study for ages. Well, the cook just happened to pass by
the door when she heard him tell the solicitor all about it. It
turns out that after his first wife died, there was a second
marriage to a Spanish girl. This was during the Great War, and
it was all very romantic. She came from a wealthy family, but
ran away to France to help the war effort, if you can believe it!”
Mrs. Lundy sighed at this picture of adventure and romance.
“Right…?” said Anderson hopefully.
“And there was Mr. Markham, so dashing in his uniform–well
the cook didn’t tell me that part, I’m just filling in the blanks.
Anyway, they were married and divorced in the same year, and
the girl went back to her family, convinced that Englishmen
made impossible husbands.”
“I assume you’re filling in the blanks again?” Edith said with a
smile.
“From life experience,” said Mrs. Lundy grimly. “My John was
a dear soul, but he kept up a continual grumble for the entire
forty years of our marriage. It was like living with a locomotive
that had strong opinions on the Government.
“Anyway,” she continued, as Edith and the detective laughed,
“it seems that last year Mr. Markham received a letter from the
Spanish woman saying she was on her deathbed and that he
had a daughter who was working in London. He must have
found her after that.”
“It seems incredible,” murmured Edith. “Do you think Anabel
knows?”
“If she does, it throws a different light on the crime,” said
Anderson. “Did the cook hear if Mr. Markham actually changed
his will?”
“I’m afraid she didn’t,” said Mrs. Lundy.
“Well, I think it’s high time we had a chat with the family.”
The detective led the way to the drawing room, where Constable
Horn had herded the relatives of the late Mr. Markham.
Stephen, the elder son, sat staring gloomily into a whisky glass,
his wife Clarissa perched beside him. Her beautiful silk frock
reminded Edith of what she’d heard–Clarissa spent the family
money on fashions almost as fast as her husband did on horses.
Behind Stephen, his brother Alex paced back and forth, looking
devastated. No wonder, thought Edith, when his last exchange
with his father had been a terrible row.
On the other side of the room, the cook and nurse sat in hushed
conversation. Only Anabel Rivera stood by the fireplace,
squarely between the relatives and the staff, arms crossed in an
attitude of defiant nonchalance. From her experience as a
teacher, Edith knew the look. It was pure bluster.
D.S. Anderson went through the usual police procedures and
skilfully managed the expected outcry when he explained that
Mr. Markham’s death was due to strychnine poisoning.
“I understand how difficult this must be,” he said. “But another
matter has come to light which we need to discuss. The matter
of, erm…”
“If you mean our sister, we already know.” Stephen barely
looked up from his whisky as he said it.
“Oh!” said Anderson, startled.
“Father told us a few days ago,” added Alex. “We welcomed her
with open arms, didn’t we, Ana?”
The girl tossed him a look of contempt.
“Yes, you were all very kind–until it came to the matter of
money.”
“So you admit you’re a gold-digger!” Clarissa hissed. “Your first
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thought is the family fortune!”
“And yours isn’t?”
“Everyone, if we could just—” Anderson began, but nobody paid attention.
“Don’t pretend you cared about the old man,” Ana snapped. “None of you were really kind to him. And apparently one of you
poisoned him!”
“How dare you!”
“Murderers!” She pointed an accusing finger at the family, her eyes flashing. “He changed his will in my favour, and you took
your vengeance!”
“Wait, you mean you all knew he’d changed his will?” asked Anderson.
“Oh yes,” said Ana proudly. “He told us when he explained that I was his daughter. The estate goes to me, to make up for all
those years of neglect. I grew up in an orphanage, you know. My mother had to give me up. I deserve that money!”
“And we deserve to be robbed?” muttered Stephen angrily.
“Oh shut up,” said Alex. “At least you get a small legacy. I get nothing.”
“It doesn’t matter,” said Clarissa. “We’ll… we’ll contest or something.”
“You’ll be on trial for murder first,” Ana retorted.
“Hah!” Alex suddenly let out a laugh. “There’s one thing Ana hasn’t thought of.”
They all turned to him.
“If the will was in your favour, that makes you the prime suspect!”
“You dare accuse me? You artista desgraciado—!”
“Ladies and gentlemen,” Anderson tried again. “If we could all just calm down—”
“I was nowhere near him when he died!” Ana interrupted. “I left him right after Nurse gave him his medicine. I was outside the
whole time. You can ask these ladies.” She nodded to Edith and Mrs. Lundy. The others looked turned to stare at them, as if just
realising they were in the room.
“We did meet Miss Rivera on the drive,” admitted Edith. “And we were talking with her the entire time.”
“We were nowhere near him either!” exclaimed Stephen. “We were in the drawing room!”
“You can all make a statement as to your whereabouts in due course,” Anderson said firmly. “But–One. At. A. Time.”
He glared at them all until they settled down, murmuring sullenly. Anderson motioned for Stephen and Constable Horn to
follow him into the next room.
“Do keep them from killing each other,” he murmured to Edith as he passed.
***
“I’m glad you decided to welcome the family to Longborough with a cake,” Edith said to Mrs. Lundy two hours later. She
watched the Markhams polish off the last slices, bickering even over those. But at least tea and cake had kept them occupied
whilst the interviews proceeded.
“And I’m glad we can finally go home,” said Mrs. Lundy. “Ah, there’s the detective now.”
D.S. Anderson thanked the family for their cooperation, and the three of them set off down the hill, accompanied by Constable
Horn.
“Telephone call came in just now, sir,” he told Anderson. “The doctor says there were grains of strychnine at the bottom of the
teacup.”
“Right.” Anderson sighed. “Well that makes my job impossible. What a case!”
“What do you mean?” asked Edith.
“From what everyone told me,” he explained, “the teacup was left unattended for a few minutes, on a tray in the hall. Alex was
loitering on the stairs, with Stephen and Clarissa just nearby in the drawing room. They could have easily tampered with the
tea.”
“But they knew the will left them next to nothing,” said Mrs. Lundy.
“Exactly! They had plenty of opportunity, but no motive. So now we turn to Miss Rivera. She and the nurse left Markham’s room
at the same time and went downstairs. The nurse went to the kitchen for a cup of tea with the cook, and the two of them actually
saw Miss Rivera walk out onto the drive.”
“Where she stayed the entire time talking to us,” said Edith.
“Precisely. Ample motive, zero opportunity.”
“I see what you mean,” murmured Edith. “What about how the tea was delivered?”
“The cook left the tray in the hall, went to make a fresh cup for the nurse, then after a few minutes came back and took the tray
to Markham. She then returned to the kitchen. About five minutes later there was a violent ringing of the bell, and both the cook
and the nurse rushed in to find the victim in convulsions. He didn’t last more than a few minutes after that.”
“How dreadful!” exclaimed Mrs. Lundy.
“Don’t worry Mrs. Lundy,” said the detective reassuringly, “we’ll bring the murderer to justice. I’m counting on Miss Langford
to sort it all out as usual.”
Edith gave him a wry smile.
“Let’s consider opportunity first,” she said. “Could Anabel have snuck back into the house before we arrived?”
“Not without Alex seeing her. And he’d certainly not keep that fact to himself.”
“What about the cook and the nurse? They don’t seem to have a motive, but one ought to be thorough.”
“Oh yes, we never neglect the domestic element. The cook prepared the tea, so she had opportunity. But she’d served the family
faithfully for years, and received a nice legacy in both the new and old wills. The nurse was with the cook the entire time, so
unless they were colluding, she’s out of it.”
“I still find it suspicious that Alex was milling about near the tea,” said Mrs. Lundy. “It seems a shame he didn’t have a good
motive!”
“Yes,” said Edith. “Let’s consider motive now. Could there be another reason for the brothers to poison their father?”
“Per’aps it’s like the young lady said,” put in the constable. “Revenge for doing them wrong.”
“That’s possible, I suppose,” said Anderson uncertainly.
“Wait!” exclaimed Mrs. Lundy. “What if the will was in Mr. Markham’s study? In all the confusion following his death, they
could have destroyed it. And then they’d have a motive.”
“That’s true!” said Anderson. “Or perhaps they’d snuck into his study earlier. If the will was in the house, they’d have plenty of
chances.”
“Motive and opportunity,” summed up Constable Horn. “Sir, I think we need to have another look at the study.”
“And another chat with the family,” agreed the detective.
Mrs. Lundy looked at them balefully.
“Does that mean we have to climb the hill again?” she sighed.
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Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965 Charity No 304309

H

anborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at
Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy
place welcoming children from 2-5 years of age.
Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for
children aged three years or over and 15 hours for
some two-year-old children–please do not hesitate
to request information regarding this. We provide a
safe and friendly environment for children to learn
through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor
education. The sessions run from Monday to
Thursday during school term time starting with the
morning session 8:45-11:45am, the lunchtime
session where children can stay and have lunch is
11:45am-12.15pm and the afternoon session is 12:153:15pm. Fridays Pre-School finishes at 11:45am. We
also run Forest School sessions on Friday mornings,
where the children have the opportunity to go
exploring outdoors.

Prospective Children: Due to Covid-19, we are restricted
on when we can have visits to the setting at moment
and have to book these in. On our public Facebook
page–Hanborough Pre-School–and our website, we
have put together a little video of our pre-school for
you so that in the meantime you can have a virtual
look around.
This term we have been spending as much time as
possible outside visiting our allotment and playing in
our outside areas. In pre-school, we have put up a
lovely display of ‘Animals on a Farm,’ and ‘Planets of
Our Universe’ are hanging down from our ceiling!
Term Dates:
Term 6: Monday 7 June-Wednesday 21 July 2021
Current Fees up to Term 6 (July 2021): Morning
(8:45-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:153:15pm) are £15 per session. Lunchtime sessions
(Monday to Thursday inc 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2
per session.
New fees with effect from September 2021: Morning
(8:45-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:153:15pm) are £18 per session. Lunchtime sessions
(Monday to Thursday inc 11:45am-12:15pm) are £3
per session.
We are now full from September 2021 and have
started putting names on a waiting list for spaces
should they come up and also started booking in
children to start in September 2022.
Email us for copies of our prospectus on preschool@gmx.com, or you can download one from
our website.
Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be
updated on future events and news. You can also
visit our website for more information:
www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit,
email longhanborough.preschool@gmail.com or
call our mobile at the pavilion (07770 687782)
during session times.
Administration:
Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November
2017 where we were rated GOOD
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Important Covid-19 Vaccination Update
The Practice is now only offering Covid-19 vaccinations to those patients in priority groups
1-9 (aged 50 and over) who have not yet had their first dose or are awaiting a second dose.
Please do not contact them about any other vaccine groups. You can check your eligibility
at
www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-care-homeand-healthcare-settings-posters/covid-19-vaccination-first-phase-prioritygroups. If you are in the priority groups 10-12 (people aged 49 down to 18), you will need
to book your appointment at the National NHS Booking Service www.nhs.uk/
conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirusvaccination when your age group becomes eligible. Keep your eye on the news as age
eligibilities are lowering quite quickly!

EYNSHAM
MEDICAL
GROUP
UPDATES

Twice Weekly FREE Rapid Lateral Flow Tests to Check for Covid-19–Update
The Eynsham Medical Group Practice is now able to distribute CV19 Lateral Flow Tests to
the public from Long Hanborough Pharmacy. Patients will need to queue as if they are
collecting a prescription and request the tests at the front desk. The tests are in packs of
seven, and the Pharmacy can hand out a maximum of four packs to any one person. Those
collecting tests need to be able to state the reason for testing and the age of the person
taking the test. It is also possible to obtain these test kits very quickly by ordering from the
website www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests.
Do not use a rapid lateral flow test if you have Coronavirus symptoms. Instead, get a PCR
test and self-isolate. If you’re not sure, you can find out which Coronavirus test you should
get at the website www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/gettested-for-coronavirus
Dr Paul Coffey
We are very sorry to share the sad news that Dr Paul Coffey died peacefully at home with his
family by his side on 29 April. He had been a partner at the practice for 36 years, during
which time his clear commitment to his patients as well as his colleagues was appreciated
by many. He was diagnosed with pancreatic neuroendocrine cancer in 2016, which led him
to retire earlier than he planned, at the age of 66. He will be very greatly missed by all of us
at Eynsham Medical Group, and our thoughts are with his family at this sad time. Paul’s
funeral was held at St Laurence Church in Combe on 14 May.
Covid-19 Vaccine Certificates
The Practice is regrettably unable to issue certificates or evidence about your Covid
vaccination status. Please refer to the Demonstrating Your Covid-19 Vaccination Status
When Travelling Abroad page on the website www.gov.uk/guidance/demonstratingyour-covid-19-vaccination-status-when-travelling-abroad?
for
further
information. You can call the NHS helpline on 119 (from 17 May) and ask for a letter to be
posted to you. This must be at least five days after you’ve completed your course of the
vaccine. The letter may to take another five days to reach you or more if postal services are
affected. Please take account of this when making plans. Alternatively, proof of your
vaccination status has been available via the NHS app since 17 May and in some of the other
apps that provide you with patient online services.
The NHS App can be downloaded from:
• The App Store for iPhone/iOS
apps.apple.com/gb/app/nhs-app/id1388411277
• The Google Play Store for Android
play.google.com/store/apps
If you have not used it before, there is a self-registration process within the app to create an
“NHS login”. Information on creating a login can be viewed on the NHS login page on the
NHS website www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/online-services/nhs-log-in
If you already have access/login details for patient online services, for example “Patient
Access”, www.patientaccess.com, you can use that–and may find it easier to use.
Career Opportunities
Following the opening of the new, larger and modern surgery in Long Hanborough, two
jobs have arisen for a Deputy Practice Manager (DPM) and a Support Assistant (SA). If
either are of interest, please email print@associatedagencies.co.uk for details of the Adverts
and Job Descriptions, plus in the case of the DPM, a Person Description.
If you are then still interested, you can apply to the Practice Manager Tracy Girvan at
tracy.girvan@nhs.net
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Congratulations

The Catholic Church of St Peter, Eynsham
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland,
Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton
Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our
Priest. All are welcome.
Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and
Sunday 10:00am

and Happy 90th Birthday
to Donald Wastie, born
and brought up in Church
Road, Long Hanborough.
Donald turned 90 last
month and is now the
oldest living Wastie in his
family line. In 1956, he
moved to Witney with his
new bride Betty. Donald
keeps very himself busy, he
still drives and regularly
visits Long Hanborough.
He can still remember who
used to live in virtually
every house back in the
day.
Great achievement, and
well done Don!

The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive
enquiries by phone on 01865 881613
or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
Please check the website or call Fr Mark for information
regarding issues caused by the pandemic.
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR Phone:881613
Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk

Farmers’s Market at Freeland CE Primary School
Sunday 27 June
10:00am-1:00pm
We expect to host: Moore & Lyon Meats, Tess’ Brilliant Tray
Bakes, Chillies 2U, Freeland Lamb, Well Preserved Jams &
Chutneys, The Mighty Pie Company, Team Tea, Carla’s
Vegetarian Foods, Smorgas Tarta (Swedish Cuisine), Asian
Foods & Chutneys, Cake Cafe, Stroopwaffles, Flamingo
Paperie, Plant Stall, Chocolate Stall, plus others.
The School will be selling hot drinks and breakfast rolls. The
April Market raised £100 for the Heart Unit at Oxford
Hospitals.
The next Market will be on Sunday 25 July and will be at
Freeland CE Primary School.
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June
6th

10:00am
Rev Stephen Bywater

13th

10:00am
Mrs Dawn Haley

20th

10:00am
Rev Charles Harris

27th
Holy Communion

Methodist Church

10:00am
Rev Fred Ireland

Young Church will be meeting each week at
10:00am in the Milner room except for the
6th, when you are welcome to bring them in
to the service.

Our Methodist Church Services from now
on will be held in church unless things
change again. Masks will still need to be
worn and social distancing observed, and
unfortunately, we will still be unable to
sing or meet for coffee afterwards. If you
have not been before and would like to
join us, please contact:
Nigel James 01993 881711 or
Gill Breakspear 01993 883914
We would love to welcome you.

The Churches in Hanborough will be
focusing some of their prayers on the
Community and will be praying for a part of
the villages’ community each month. In
June, the focus of prayer will be on Churchill
Way, Glyme Way, Becketts Close, and
Queen Eleanor Court.

Letter From Our Associate Minister

D
Our
Associate
Methodist
Minister
Rev. Charles
Harris

ear Friends,
I ceased writing episodes of my faith
journey in the Hanborough Herald
when Rev Fred Ireland arrived. He is now
the principal minister responsible for Long
Hanborough Methodist. Both he and
others, including the editor (from whom I
received a kind email), have requested that
I continue. I have agreed to write alternate
months and Rev Fred Ireland the other.
So here goes! PART EIGHT of my faith saga.
I was originally asked to explain why in such
a secular world I believe in the existence of
God. As I said at the outset, the answer in
my mind cannot just be a theological
treaty– it has to be earthed in everyday
experience.
When my wife Ruth died aged only 43 in
2005, life changed dramatically. Until the
recognition a year previously that Ruth had
developed an inoperable brain tumour, life
had been plodding along relatively
smoothly. I was suddenly a single parent
with three young lads to care for, the
youngest at the time being twelve. It was at
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times incredibly hard to comfort the boys
who missed their mum. They themselves
were amazingly brave. I got gently “told off”
by them one day in a group delegation– they
told me to stop trying to be both their mum
and dad!
Each of my sons by this stage had come to
their own faith. We had chosen to have
them Dedicated as babies and leave them to
be Baptised when they believed for
themselves. They had each made that
personal decision and commitment to
Christ sometime before their mother was ill.
The oldest was Baptised in a huge farm
barrel in Lisburn Cathedral. Quite an event!
As a family, we were secure in the conviction
that we would one day see Ruth again. We
believe in the Resurrection. In my mind,
without it things don’t make much sense.
As you will doubtless know from your own
experience, the death of a loved one brings
deep grief and at times a bewildering sense
of loss. Love is a painful business. Death is a
cruel enemy of life and of God.
I was incredibly grateful to God for

providing friends just at the moments when
it mattered most. One long standing friend
Colin found himself on several occasions
being literally the shoulder to cry on when
the depth of the emotions burst. He and his
wife Eleanor are remarkably close to each of
my sons. Eleanor was a great source of
strength to them. There were others also,
the church is a wonderful place, the building
blocks are God’s servants, and witnesses to
His love.
I explained previously that during my wife’s
illness I was unexpectedly welcomed by the
Methodist Church in Ireland to work for
them, having previously been an Officer for
29 years with the Anglican body “Church
Army.” It meant I could now be static and
could look after the boys without being away
from home. My job as Church Army Area
Operations Manager involved travel over
The Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland
and Scotland, plus a monthly trip to
London. I believe this intervention was
Providential and made things manageable–
an indication of God being involved in
caring for my sons and myself.
I was stationed by the Methodist
Conference to work in a wonderful rural
area. The Charlemont & Cranagill Circuit,
consisting of four churches, Moy,
Blackwatertown, Tullyroan, and Cranagill.
The area lies between Portadown,
Dungannon, and Armagh. It has sometimes
been described as the murder triangle
because of the NI troubles. It is the area
where the Orange Lodge was founded. I
soon grew to love living there! It was God’s
answer to our new circumstances. A
remarkably peaceful resting place, but very
far from inactive!
The boys honed their travel skills going
daily on the train back to their school in
Lisburn and managing to maintain
friendships and activities. It involved
adjustments but was overall a positive
experience.
The youngest learned to drive tractors,
make rafts on the river, and experience
“pulling apples”. They were all involved in
the youth fellowship, and eventually, the
eldest proposed to a local lass, now my
daughter-in-law.
Life was hard when Ruth died. Death is evil
and horrendous, but the God of Life and
Resurrection was always near, even on the
days
when
the
darkness
seemed
overwhelming. There were times when the
lads had emotionally tough days or I was
dealing with delicate & complex pastoral
issues. There are many things I for one most
certainly do not understand, but I do believe
in God, and I choose to trust in Him.
Another time I will tell you about some of
the amazing people and situations I have
met in ministry around the country that
affirm my belief in the existence of God.
Every Blessing.

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians Ch 5 v 16 -18

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister
please Contact either:
Minister:
Rev. Fred Ireland
(01993) 867301
Associate Minister:
Rev. Charles Harris
(01993)358707
Mobile: 07365325522
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Hanborough
Walking Group
We are a very friendly and informal group
who meet up on the third Sunday of the month
and walk for approximately two hours. Some
walks are local and some may be a short car
ride away. We do try to accommodate
people’s different expectations of walk length.
In May, we again had a good number of
walkers enthusiastic to get their walking boots
on! There was a request to see the bluebells at
Wilcote, so we did a circular walk starting from
North Leigh. Our next walk is on Sunday 20
June at 2:00pm. We will email those on the
email circulation list with details about where
the walk will start nearer the time. The dates
for Sunday walks over the next few months are
below, and also we have put in some dates for
midweek evening walks, which in previous
years have been quite popular in the summer
months. If you are not on our list and would
like to find out more and get updates on walks,
please contact
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or
Ellen Armitage ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk

Wednesday 7 July 6:00pm
Sunday 18 July 2:00pm

H

ello all! I hope you are all enjoying the easing
of lockdown. It’s been so great to see our
pubs being supported so well, and thank you
to all the staff for their hard work in making
them safe for us. I wanted to let you know you
will be seeing little libraries pop up around the
village, probably later this month. At Christmas,
I cheekily asked Blenheim if they would build us
a little library–to be called the Little Free
Library–and they kindly offered to build us two!
I spoke with the playgroup on the Cala estate,
and they said they would be delighted to have
one, and the Parish Council said they would be
happy to have one on Riely Close, on the bank
by the Methodist Church. Penny Marcus then
asked if we could also have one at the Doctors’
Surgery, and so I asked for one more and
thankfully Blenheim said yes (it’s hard to say no
to Penny!). Lucy Tritton has been organising
how these three Little Free Libraries will be run,
liaising with Blenheim about their installation
and arranging for a box to be underneath for
your donations and soon you will be able to
stroll around the village, choosing which books
you would like to read–all for free! Many thanks
to Blenheim and the Parish Council for helping
make this work. I hope you all enjoy reading
them.

Wednesday 4 August 6:00pm
Sunday 15 August 2:00pm

Cllr Merilyn Davies
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Update on Former GP’s Surgery in Long Hanborough

S
Councillor for
Freeland
and
Hanborough
Alaa Al-Yousuf

everal residents have asked me about
the plans for the former GPs’ surgery
building on the corner of Churchill Way
and Witney Road now that the practice has
moved to its new building on the
Hanborough Gate development.
The first thing to note is that the ownership
of the building was transferred to Blenheim
Estates as part of the deal. Blenheim’s plan
is to demolish the existing building and
rebuild on its plot thus retaining the
carpark. The architectural drawings show a
corner building in the local vernacular style
that offers five small apartments designed
for elderly single or couple occupancy to
buy or rent. According to Blenheim, the
rental income will pay for the upkeep of an
open-space community work hub that will
occupy most of the ground floor. There will
also be a coffee shop. The idea behind the
community work hub is to offer an
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attractive alternative to those who do not
want to commute but are unable to work
remotely from home thus helping reduce
carbon emissions. The community workhub-cum-café could be handed to a
specialty coffee shop to operate.
Blenheim have received feedback on their
plan from councillors through informal
pre-application consultations. Not all were
supportive, and some have suggested an
alternative use of the community hub. I do
not wish to go into details here, and we
shall have to wait and see what Blenheim
choose to put in their planning application.
Once they do that, the full plans will be
published on WODC’s planning portal for
public consultation and comment in the
usual manner. If you have any questions
about the above, please do not hesitate to
get in touch with me. You will find my
contact details on Page 3.

We’ve opened our new exhibitions and Stables Café
New for 2021 and with thanks to the government’s Culture Recovery Fund,
we have opened two major new exhibitions: ‘Churchill’ and ‘The Stables’
which both use interactive displays, never-seen-before artefacts and
fascinating stories of the life of our most famous wartime leader and the
history of the vital role horses have played across the estate. In addition to
the two new exhibitions, we have also opened the Stables Café in the West
Courtyard featuring ‘Expressions of Nature’, an exhibition by Zuleika Gallery.

We’ve piloted a new Social Prescription Programme
We have been working closely with Aspire, an Oxfordshire-based charity
supporting disadvantaged individuals, to trial a programme of walks and
mindfulness activities on the Estate. The project is aimed at addressing the
mental distress, social isolation and physical inactivity caused by lockdown
and increasing the participants’ wellbeing and through social activities
connected to nature and the great outdoors.
Find out more about our latest projects at blenheimestate.com/land

Growing Natural Capital with Morgan Sindall
We’re thrilled to announce our new partnership with Morgan Sindall
Group plc to create a new woodland of 138 hectares with over a quarter
of a million trees of various native species. These trees will sequester
22,000 carbon over 25 years, and plans include 15.5km of public
walking paths and a new forest school.

Keep up-to-date with our news and latest events by signing
up to our newsletter at

blenheimpalace.com

Buy one day, get 12 months free*
*Terms and conditions apply. Registered charity number 1166164
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Hanborough
Meadows
Pre-School
(previously
Long
Hanborough
Playgroup est. 1984) provides a high
standard of pre-school education for
children aged 2-5 years old. We help
children to develop and thrive in our
small, friendly and bespoke setting,
which was opened in April 2019. Our
pre-school enjoys strong links with local
schools to facilitate a smooth transition
for your child into the Foundation Stage
of primary school. We have a strong
emphasis on outdoor learning and run
our Forest Rangers sessions on Tuesday
and Friday mornings. Hanborough
Meadows Pre-School is committed to
safeguarding and all staff and volunteers
are vetted to ensure the welfare of the
children.

Sessions run Monday to Friday during term �me
only (2 session minimum policy)
Prices as of January 2021:
Full day 8:30am-3:15pm £35
AM session 8:30-11:30am £20
Lunch Club 11:30am-12:15pm £4
PM session 12:15-3:15pm £20

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an
approved se�ng for grant funding of eligible 2,
3 and 4 year olds.

What Have We Been Up to?

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School
Waiting list for September 2023

All of our sessions from September 2021-22 are
now completely full and we have limited
availability for the 2022-23 year. We are taking
registration for places from September 2023. To
avoid disappointment, please contact our
manager Kelly ASAP by emailing
hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com. We
can offer pre-arranged, socially distanced visits
to the setting after hours. Please take a virtual
tour of our lovely pre-school on our Facebook
Page or website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.
uk. Here you can also view our prospectus and to
find out more. Our address is: 33 Norridge Way,
Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough, OX29
8FL Phone number: 01865 689 015
Follow us on Facebook
@hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to
date with the latest news, information and
events. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in touch.
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you
are able to make a donation, however small, we
would be so grateful. You can either visit the ‘Get
Involved’ page on our website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.
uk
or the GoFundMe link at https://gf.me/u/
x5h526.
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Guardians of the Planet: Our new topic
for this term is ‘Guardians of the Planet’
where we will be looking at how we look
after ourselves and the world that we live
in. We have started by looking at healthy
eating and looking after our bodies. As
part of this learning, we are growing our
own fruit and vegetables in our veggie
patch. Snack time at Hanborough
Meadows is always a great opportunity
for the children to taste, smell and feel
different fresh fruits and vegetables too.
We have been working on our wellbeing
and talking about what makes us happy
and calm. We have also been listening to
classical music and at our Forest School
sessions we have been hugging trees!
Rewilding: We have been taking part in
the community rewilding project in the
village. We have designated an area in
our outdoor space that we are rewilding,
and the children are really enjoying
identifying how the space is changing,
the vegetation that is growing and the
insects that are visiting. They have been
spotting lots of new bugs and
minibeasts!
Training and Development: Our
amazing
team
are
continuously
developing their skills and completing
training to help them support the
children in their care. Importantly, they
have recently all renewed their
Paediatric First Aid training which they
found invaluable.

In the Kitchen
Banana Ice Cream Sandwiches
This recipe is amazingly minimalist considering its deliciously sumptuous results. I suppose beauty
and simplicity never live that far away from each other. Well, regardless, it is sure to please your most
discerning sugarholic children as well as the more health-conscious wholefood moguls of this world.
A crowd pleaser indeed.

Serves

Prep Time

Cooking Time

4

15 mins

12 mins

Me th o d

In gre d ie n ts

1

For the Biscuits

2

3
4

First and foremost, heat an oven to
180°C (160°C fan or gas mark 4). Line
two fairly large baking trays with
greaseproof paper. Mix the peanut
butter, sugar, ¼ tsp salt and chocolate
pieces in a bowl, mixing them together
well before cracking in the egg and mix
again until the mixture sticks together
and forms a dough.

1.

7 oz (200 g) peanut butter

2.

6 oz (175 g) sugar (golden caster is
good for this, but whatever you like
really)

3.

2½ oz (75 g) dark chocolate broken

Break the dough into bits about the size
of a cherry tomato and arrange them
with goodly space on the baking tray,
using the back of a fork to squash them
down a bit.

4.

1 large egg

2 1/2

1.

If you want to freeze your
biscuits, you can for up to 2
months. To cook from this
frozen state, they need about
2 extra mins cooking time.

Bake the biscuits for about 12 mins
until they are getting nice and golden
around the edges but the centre is still
on the pale side. You should leave
them to sit until fairly cool (for the
sake of the ice cream).

up into small bits

For the Ice Cream
3 bananas, frozen (it’s easiest to chop
and peel them first)
2.

2 Tbsp double cream

3.

1 tsp of vanilla essence, pods or paste.
It’s up to you!

Whilst the biccies are cooking, pop the
bananas, cream and vanilla into a food
processor and blend them until they
make a nice thick cream. (you can
leave out the cream for a much
healthier and just as delicious
alternative). Now spoon as much of
this as you possibly can in between two
of your fresh biscuits and chow down
before it all melts everywhere!

This recipe was kindly provided by Cassie Best

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/quick-banana-ice-creamsandwiches
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BURNING
COAL
COYOTE
CRAFTY
FIRE
LEGEND
MISCHIEF
NATIVE
AMERICAN
PEOPLE
SKOOKUMS
STICKS
TRICKSTER
WILY
WOOD

Coyote is a trickster in legends from many Native American tribes. The legendary Coyote is wily and crafty like the animal, and
he often goes around getting into mischief. Once, Coyote stole fire for People.
A long time ago, People did not have fire. The only fire that existed was on top of a mountain, guarded by the strongest and
most powerful creatures called Skookums. Coyote saw how the fire cooked the Skookums’ meat and kept them warm at night,
so he gathered up all the animals to help him steal it. At sunrise, when the Skookums were switching places to guard the fire,
Coyote leapt out of the bushes and stole a burning coal! The Skookums chased him down the mountain, but he threw the coal
to Cougar! Cougar threw the coal to Fox! Fox threw it to Squirrel! Squirrel threw it to Antelope, and all the animals continued
to pass the coal from one to the other, always just ahead of the Skookums. The last animal to get the coal was Frog. Frog leapt
as far as she could, but she was getting tired and the Skookums were gaining on her. She finally passed the coal to Wood who
swallowed it whole. The Skookums did not know what to do. They could not get the fire out of Wood because they did not know
how! But crafty Coyote knew how. He took Wood to the People and showed them how to rub two dry sticks together to get fire
out of Wood, and from that day, People had fire. You can use Wood to make fire, too, by making the craft below.

Activity
Make (Paper) Fire:
Brown Marker � 4-5 Ice Lolly Sticks � Glue � Red, Orange and Yellow Tissue
Paper
Instructions:
1. Colour your ice lolly sticks brown.
2. Lay your ice lolly sticks down on top of one another so they cross in the middle and
make a star. Glue the sticks together.
3. Crumple the tissue paper together so it looks like fire. Glue the tissue paper
together and glue it to the ice lolly sticks. You have gotten fire from Wood, just like
Coyote!
Story from: “How Coyote Brought Fire to the People: A Karok (Karuk) Legend.” First People, https://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/
How_Coyote_Brought_Fire_To_The_People-Karok.html. Accessed 22 August 2020.
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BREAD & BUTTER CAFÉ
AND CATERING
CASSINGTON’S HIDDEN TREASURE
FIND US BEHIND THE FARMHOUSE
SPRING OPENING 10.00-2.30 MONDAY-FRIDAY
YOU ARE WELCOME TO REQUEST OTHER TIMES FOR OPENING

WE HAVE INTRODUCED SCREENS TO PROTECT OUR CUSTOMERS

QUALITY, GOOD VALUE FOOD, WARM AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE, PRETTY POOLSIDE VENUE
AFTERNOON CREAM TEAS
FISH AND CHIP FRIDAY
VEGAN / GLUTEN FREE
WORTON PARK, CASSINGTON OX29 4SX 01865 882627
FIND US ON Facebook or Google BREAD AND BUTTER CAFÉ
E-mail tracey1040@b�nternet.com

PLEASE SHARE OUR FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM
PAGE

