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Hanborough Herald 

Congratulations for 
Wendy’s Surprise 

Award 
Wendy Bayliss had 
an absolute surprise 
visit just before 
Easter from Hanbor-
ough’s  previous 
rector, now Arch 
Deacon, Rev David 

Tyler who brought with him the High Sheriff of Oxford. The 
High Sheriff presented Wendy with an award in recognition 
of  her great and valuable services to the  local communi-
ty. Wendy has been heavily involved with Guiding, running 
Rainbow and Brownie groups, running the  Fireworks dis-
plays, Treasurer for the Playgroup and Playing Field, Sun-
day School leader, the list goes on and on. 
The High Sheriff also gave her some gold coins (chocolate) 
to give to the Brownies and Rainbows, as part of the High 
Sheriff’s job used to be to give out money to people for 
Maundy Thursday.  

The Hanborough Herald is looking for contributors. If you have any-
thing you are interested in and would like to write about as a one-off 
or on a monthly basis for the Herald, please contact Tommy Begley 
at: hanboroughherald@gmail.com. The Herald is interested in 
contributions from anyone on any topic, any length up to a full page. 
Even if you haven't got a specific idea but would like to write for the 
Herald, please contact Tommy (see page 4) to discuss possible di-
rections for your article.  

West Oxfordshire Residents to Get Improved Waste     
Service Experience  
 
Residents in West Oxfordshire will soon see a more effi-
cient and effective waste collection service following a 
decision by West Oxfordshire District Council’s Cabinet to 
invest up to £140k in a new ‘in-cab’ technology system. 
The specialist software system will be retro-fitted to the 
Council’s entire fleet of refuse, recycling, food and garden 
waste vehicles and will help reduce the number of collec-
tions being missed as well reducing the fuel used and 
cutting vehicle carbon emissions. Greater efficiencies in 
service delivery will bring projected annual savings of 
£50,000 per year from the Council’s contract with its 
waste service delivery partner, Ubico. A West Oxfordshire 
District Council spokesperson said,   

“We will be working with Ubico to implement the in-
cab system across our waste collection fleet, which 
will go live later this year. The project is just one 
example of how we are working in partnership to 
ensure our waste services are fit for the future and 
how innovation can better the customer experi-

ence.  
Crews will be able to record problems as soon as 
they encounter them, and this information will be re-
layed back in near real time to both Ubico and the 
Council’s customer services team.  
The waste sector is still recognised as a high risk in-
dustry and the in-cab system will make collecting saf-
er too.  Locations near to schools where extra pre-
cautions must be taken and potential hazards—such 
as blind corners or low bridges—can be easily added 
to the collection schedule information, making the 
working day safer for crews, pedestrians and road 
users alike.” 

Utilising GPS technology, the new system will enable crews 
to follow a map of their collection routes, reducing the need 
for local knowledge and allowing drivers unfamiliar with the 
area to complete the round without unnecessary delays or 
disruption to the householder. 
Issues encountered whilst on the round, including reasons 
for why a collection has not been able to take place, can be 
logged directly against individual properties and any special 
collection requirements flagged in advance of the crews’ 
arrival.  
With 45% of all District Council CO2 emissions generated 
from vehicle fleet and transportation, the new in-cab system 
should bring environmental benefits through the better rout-
ing of rounds and crews being able to return for missed bins 
whilst still working in the local vicinity, resulting in fewer 
miles needing to be travelled.  
The anticipated CO2 savings will contribute to the Council’s 
declaration to reach a carbon-neutral target by 2030.  

May Village Calendar 
 
4: u3a Online Meeting 
6: Local Elections 
10: Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club Online Meeting 
10-16: Christian Aid Week 
16: Hanborough Walking Group Walk 
18: Parish Council Meeting 
27: Hanborough Garden Club Talk 
30: Freeland Farmers Market 
31: Free Bus Rides at the Bus Museum 
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May Report 
 

Local Elections 
Hanborough Parish Council was uncontested in Town and Parish Council Elections with eight 
nominations submitted for the 12 councillor places. The Parish Council will co-opt to fill the remain-
ing seats.   
 

Parish Council Meetings 
The Government regulations enabling virtual Parish Council meetings come to an end at midnight 
on 6 May 2021. Therefore, a return to face-to-face meetings is expected from 7 May despite con-
tinued uncertainty about coronavirus. The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be 
held one week later than usual, on Tuesday 18 May 2021 at 7:00pm in the Pavilion main hall. 

The public can attend, but there will be restrictions on numbers in the hall. Therefore, it is encouraged to submit any 
public participation questions or statements by email rather than attend in person. 
 

Snap Happy Hanborough 
HPC would like to thank everyone who got involved with the photo-a-day competition. 
We really enjoyed seeing everyone’s entries. 
The winners of the competition were Nele Demeyere for her striking tree picture under the ‘Snow’ category and Beckah 
Fisher with her enticing holiday photo under the ‘Dreaming Of’ category (see opposite). Well done to everyone and thank 
you once again for all your entries. To see all the entered photos in colour, scroll down through the posts on the Hanbor-
ough Parish Council Facebook page. There are some beautiful and heart warming photos that got us through the cold 
and dark days of February! 
 

New Benches and Picnic Tables 
Parish Council has placed an order for a number of new benches and tables in Hurdeswell and around the playing fields.  
This will help to provide more comfortable places for meeting outdoors both as a short term response to Covid re-
strictions and as a longer term move to socialising outside. 
 

Dogs, Dogs, Dogs! 
Please remember to keep you dog on a lead at all times when you are walking along a highway or road in the parish for 
your dog’s safety, for the safety of others and to comply with the Road Traffic Act of 1988. 
Please also note that the area around the Pavilion is for dogs on lead only. This is really important and often ignored.  
Also, the dangers of dog waste in children’s (and adults) recreation areas is well known. We will be installing a dog 
waste bag dispenser to help owners clear up. 
 

Hanborough Gate Playground 
This area was built by the developers Pye, and we are working with them to take ownership and responsibility for 
maintenance. The site is now open. 
 

Parish Grass Cutting: Much reduced cutting regime 
Parish Council has agreed to reduce the number of cuts of verges to allow for re-wilding. This is part of a wider move 
being adopted by councils across the country to leave areas uncut between May and September. This is a benefit for 
wildlife and also cuts down on CO2 emissions by contractors. We also encourage residents who have traditionally cut 
their own verge to consider leaving it between May and September. 
We appreciate this will change the appearance of the parish and that not everyone will agree, but Council hopes in time 
it will become the new norm. 
The plan will be to cut most areas twice only. Areas identified for visibility at junctions, recreation or accessibility reasons 
will continue to be cut monthly. 
 

Parish Council Website 
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can also 
contact us through the website for non-urgent enquiries: 
www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk.   
 

Reporting Highway Problems 
www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway-related problems. Councillors 
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths, 
etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary. 
The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues. 
 

Planning 
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the 
decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site: 
www.publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications 
There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in 
your area. You can register at the following location:  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held one week later than usual, on Tuesday 18 May 2021 at 
7:00pm. 
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Ellen Armitage   Tel: 07775419512 
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com 

 

Michael Franklin   Tel: 684549 
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com 

 

Rod Fraser   Tel: 880195 
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 

Rich Fuller   Tel: 880337 
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 
 

Officers of the Parish Council 
Jon Gammage: Clerk    

2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS 
Tel: 07909 514884         

email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 

Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer 
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and  

Allotments matters. 
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire, 

OX29 8FN   
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com 

Office Hours: 01993  773532,  Mobile: 0776 7020 290 

 

Penelope Marcus   Tel: 881312 
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com 

 

Steve Page   Tel: 359984 
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 

Kerry Scarlett   Tel: 881160 
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com 

 

Lucy Tritton   Tel: 881597 
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 
Assisting Hanborough Parish Council 

Liam Walker: County Councillor 
Tel : 07850 014350     

email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 

Merilyn Davies: District Councillor 
Tel: 07966 796178  

email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk 
 

Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor 
Mob: 07768 898914  
Home: 880689  

email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk 

                       Hanborough Parish Councillors 

An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday. Members of 
the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or queries by prior written request to 
the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting, and joining instructions will be provided. Please 
note that meeting dates may change. 
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Please Note… 

• Due to the current emergency, some dates may 
change; please contact the event organiser to 
confirm.  

• Opinions expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough 
Herald, but are the views of the contributors. 

• Advertisements appearing in this publication are not 
endorsed nor specifically recommended by the 
Management Committee of the Hanborough Herald. 

• If you respond to an advertisement, please mention 
to the supplier that you saw their advertisement in 
the Hanborough Herald. 

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ? 
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you, 
they are available from the following locations: 
The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki 
Garage, Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Ef-
fects Hair Studio or online at:                          
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/  

A Warm Welcome to All New 
Residents 

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or 
Church Hanborough and have not yet received a 

‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can 
give one to you. 

This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and 
the pack contains information with contact numbers about 
things that go on in the villages and a map to help you find 

your way around. 
Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com  
 

Has a new family arrived near you? 
 

We would love to welcome them and give them a  
‘Welcome Pack’. 

 
If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com 

Hanborough Herald  Contact Details  
 
Editor: Tommy Begley   
hanboroughherald@gmail.com   
Tel: 07796 795207 
Advertising  Officer: Val Pankhurst 
advertshh@gmail.com   
Tel: 01993 882363  
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls   
Tel: 01993 881466 
Management Committee: All of the above plus: 
Chairman: Nigel James   
Tel: 01993 881711 
Treasurer: Michael Greenway  
Tel: 01993 357014 
Member: Jane Lewis   
Tel: 01993 883077 
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Waste & Recycling  
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/
jars.  
 

In GREEN weeks, recycling, garden waste and food waste 
will be collected. 
 

In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be 
collected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to 
our depot via our online form:  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missedbin. 
*Unless Delayed by a Bank holiday 

12th & 26th May 

Thurs 6th* & Wed 19th May 



5 

 

BREAD & BUTTER CAFÉ  
CASSINGTON’S HIDDEN TREASURE 
FIND US BEHIND THE FARMHOUSE 

  

 
 

WE WILL BE BACK 17TH MAY 2021 
SPRING OPENING 10.00 - 2.30 MONDAY – FRIDAY 

 
TO HELP US CELEBRATE, JOIN US FOR 
A FREE COFFEE OR TEA valid 17TH – 21ST MAY 2021 

 
QUALITY GOOD VALUE FOOD,  WARM AND FRIENDLY 

ATMOSPHERE,  PRETTY POOLSIDE VENUE 

 
AFTERNOON CREAM TEAS 

FISH AND CHIP FRIDAY 
VEGAN/GLUTEN FREE  

 
WORTON PARK, CASSINGTON OX29 4SX  01865 882627  

FIND US ON Facebook or Google BREAD AND BUTTER CAFÉ  
E-mail: tracey1040@btinternet.com 
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EST SINCE 1994.  

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING 
& 

CARPET CLEANING 
FULLY INSURED 

millbrookservices1@gmail.com 
TEL: 01235 511541   MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111 

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE 
Visit our webpage to view all other services: 

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk 

Elderberries   

It’s almost unbeliev-
able to think Elder-
berries have been 
closed for nearly 15 
months now! On a 
personal note, my 
week has been so strange without always thinking 
about Wednesdays and our plans and ideas usually 
buzzing around in my head! 
But I feel light is at the end of the tunnel, and we are 
slowly and safely emerging from lockdown, thanks to 
the wonderful work of all NHS staff in hospitals and the 
scientists producing vaccines offering hope and a 
sense of the future again. It is against this backdrop of 
hope that we are turning to thoughts of Elderberries 
starting again possibly by summer, albeit in a reduced, 
safe capacity, but—more importantly—when everyone 
feels the time is right and our members and helpers 
feel comfortable, safe and secure. 
When I do think back to early 2020 when we were still 
all together, I always think of Gertie’s 100th birthday 
party! To me, this sums up everything that Elderberries 
is about! The fabulous cake, the full roast beef lunch, 
the decorations and, of course, the happy birthday girl! 
It was a wonderful day full of laughs and friendship, 
and that is what Elderberries will  
be again! 

I’m including some 
photos from that lovely 
day and I can tell you 
that Gertie our birthday 
girl is now 101 and 
doing well and ready to 
return to Elderberries!  

Preparations Underway to Make Sure Polling Stations are 
Safe for This Year’s Local Elections 
 

A s the local elections approach on Thursday 6 May 2021, 
West Oxfordshire District Council is preparing to make 

sure all polling stations available for those who wish to vote 
in person are safe and Covid-secure.  
Voting in person will be different this year, with polling sta-
tions following the Covid-secure rules seen across shops 
and other indoor locations during the pandemic. This will 
include voters wearing masks, using hand sanitiser, social 
distancing and making sure items touched in the polling 
booths are cleaned.  
Staff will also be taking the necessary precautions to keep 
safe and have received additional training to help advise 
and support voters. 
Voters are encouraged to bring their own masks and pen or 
pencil on the day to reduce wastage, however, for those 
that need them, they will be available.  
Some polling stations have had to change due to some 
usual polling locations being unsuitable during the pandem-
ic, so voters are being urged to check their poll cards to 
make sure they know where their polling station is. 

Farmer’s Market at Freeland CE Primary School 
 

Sunday 30 May 
10:00am-1:00pm  

 
We expect to host Moore & Lyon Meats, Tess' Brilliant Tray Bakes, Knead Bakehouse, Chillies 2U, Freeland Lamb, 
Well Preserved Jams & Chutneys, The Mighty Pie Company, Team Tea, Carla’s Vegetarian Foods, Smorgas Tarta 
(Swedish Cuisine), Bibury Trout Farm, Paulton Hill Wines, Asian Foods & Chutneys, Cake Café, Microgreens, Stroop-
waffles, Flamingo Paperie, plus others yet to confirm! Tea, coffee, and breakfast baps available at The Yeoman from 
10:00am. The March Market raised £100 for the Heart Unit at the JR. The next Market will be on Sunday 27 June and 
will also be at Freeland CE Primary School  
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Freeland Gardening Club 
 

All our members will be very sorry to hear that Jill and Ray Evans are having to give up the 
Club due to Ray’s ill health. Together they have been an enormous part of the Gardening 
Club since it started, and it is partly due to their continuing hard work that the Club has 
been so successful. We shall miss them very much and do send them our best wishes for 
better health soon. The Committee will meet before long to discuss the future. We shall be 
needing some new Committee members, so if you are interested to join us, please contact 
Terry Jones on davidjones30@talktalk.net. 
The daffodils along Wroslyn Road and at the Green have been better than ever. The next spectacular show is the bluebells 
in Vincents Wood. If you have never been to see them, go down to the Green, turn left and follow the track down to the wood 
beyond the gate. From the middle of April they are usually at their best. 
There is still no news of when the Club will meet again, but hopefully it won’t be too far in the future. 
Some of the jobs that can be done at this time of year are as follows: 
Dead head spring bulbs and feed the greenery with either a liquid feed or granules. Don’t be tempted to cut leaves off or tie 
them over, but only remove them when they die off, as they feed the bulbs for next year. Divide large clumps of snowdrops 
and replant smaller clumps around the garden. If other bulbs haven’t done very well this year, maybe they are overcrowded 
and need dividing too. 
Plant annual flower seeds and prick out in trays when plants are big enough. Wash seed trays in warm soapy water first. 
Keep under cover till risk of frost has passed, then plant out where you want them to flower. Plant a patch of wildflowers for 
the bees and other insects. Watch out for aphids, and put a pair of gloves on and squash them as soon as you see them. 
Refresh long term pots by scraping off a layer of compost and refilling the pot with fresh compost.  
Divide clumps of perennials that have gotten too big. Clean greenhouse glass to let in as much light as possible. Plant out 
sweet pea seedlings and keep well watered. 
In the veg garden, plant seed potatoes when risk of frost is over. Either grow seeds or buy veg plants from the garden cen-
tre. Cabbage and brussels sprouts and other brassicas need a long growing period.  
Feed Rhubarb, and if you want early stems, cover the plants with a bucket, etc. Cut off all old leaves from strawberry plants 
and give the plants a feed. Get the earliest runner beans by placing seeds on damp kitchen paper till they begin to sprout, 
then plant in pots and keep under cover till ready to plant out. 
For any further information about the Gardening Club, contact Terry Jones on davidjones30@talktalk.net. 
 

Janet Dalton  (Secretary) 

Combe Mill: A versatile venue for all 
 

A very exciting start to the new season, when this week the 
directors met at the Mill, to talk to a lovely couple arranging 
their wedding for August. What could possibly be better? 

An idyllic setting next to the River Evenlode. 
A grassy area to sit and enjoy the great outside. 
Tea room for drinks and food with riverside balcony. 
Marquee for just-in-case cover. 
Plenty of parking. 
Plenty of seating spaces to talk to guests. 
Firepit possibilities. 
Unique photo opportunities. 
 

School organisers are welcome to work with us to create a 
one/half day learning package to explore STEM or social 
history topics. We have already developed a range of learn-
ing modules that can form the basis of any visit. We also 
have outdoor learning options on offer. Non-school commu-
nity groups can also be catered for. 
Our Foreman's Office will seat up to 30 people for a meet-
ing or presentation. It has a large screen display and its 
own kitchenette, or you could also use the tea room. Ideal 
to use to rebuild your team after home-working. 
Everyone is welcome at the Mill. 
 

Julie Stuart-Thompson 
tourism@combemill.com 
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Freeland District Girlguiding 
 

Freeland District Girlguiding 
covers the villages of Free-
land, Long Hanborough & 

North Leigh 
 
Over the Easter holidays, 

the leadership teams have been discussing when to re-
sume some form of face-to-face meetings in accordance 
with the new guidance and subject to approval of our risk 
assessment form. We plan to do the first four weeks of 
Summer Term from Tuesday 20 April on Zoom and then 
run outdoor meetings in Long Hanborough on the last two 
weeks of the term on 18 and 25 May.  
For this term, this will mostly only be for the girls currently 
attending on Zoom so that the number of girls can be cov-
ered in adult/child ratios by just having the leaders in at-
tendance without needing extra parent helper support and 
will give us the opportunity to gauge how this goes. Com-
prehensive risk assessments will need to be signed off by 
Girl Guiding and will be sent to parents to see, too.  
At half term, we will then consider further if we can extend 
to girls who decided not to attend Zoom or are on the wait-
ing lists if we can increase numbers. We also hope that we 
will return to some indoor face-to-face meeting after half 
term, too. 
This term, we are going to be looking at constellations, de-
signing shoes, scavenger hunts, walking in the countryside 
and map reading. Our Badge is the Anglia 50 (celebrating 
our region’s 50 years). 
If you are interested in registering your daughter to join 
guiding for the first time or to go on our waiting lists, then 
please visit https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk/. 
We also cannot run our units without adult volunteers, so if 
you are interested in helping in any of our units, please 
contact us at: freelanddistrictguiding@btinternet.com or 
Wendy 01993 883120 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Traditional cakes, traybakes, biscuits, scones. GF / vegan options 
Cream tea boxes. Treat size boxes (4 slices) Unique gifts. Gift 

Vouchers 
Contact Rachel 01993 881867 

hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com 
Find me on Facebook 

WANTED 
Hanborough Herald  Back Issues 

 

Is anyone out there able to donate some missing  
copies of the Herald to plug a few gaps in my 

archive? I have copies of them all except: 
 

29, 76, 182, 217, 239, 311, 366-390 
 

If you have any of these copies and are happy  
to let them go please let me know. 

 

Call 01993 882771 
Thanks 

David Lawrence 

PRETENTIOUS POETRY 
 

I love pretentious poetry 
The sort that’s too sophisticated to rhyme or in anyway 
Scan 
 
They are often as not 
No 
More  
Than 
Vertical 
Sentences 
 
Lending the words in verse 
A gravitas they don’t deserve 
 
With no obvious rhythm or lyrical  
Quality. 
 
Filled with abstract imagery  
And stopping at the most.  
 
Peculiar places like 
Prose that’s just been cut up and; 
 
Punctuated in the oddest way 
With line 
Breaks that add  
Nothing. 
Save cadences of uncertain metre  
 
 
I love pretentious poetry because I can 
 
Write 
 
It 
 
from divalde 
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1st Hanborough  
Freeland Scout Group 
 

Pending further chang-
es to government 
guidelines, we have 
gone back to holding 
some face-to-face 

meetings in our groups. Currently, we are only meeting 
outside, but this is a huge step in the right direction after 
being online only for such a long time.  
Beavers, for example, are meeting up outside Freeland 
village hall but are divided into two groups (one from 
Freeland and one from Hanborough), and each group 
meets on alternate weeks to limit social mixing.  Beavers 
haven’t seen each other in person since March 2020, so 
this has been a very exciting development! 
The committee has been working hard to put together 
risk assessments to enable outside face-to-face meet-
ings to take place, and everything has to be approved 
before we run any activities to make sure that we are 
being as Covid-safe as possible.  
We have also been discussing how to hold our AGM, 
which is due to happen within the next few months; I will 
update you on that next time.  
We’ve had new volunteers join us recently, but we still 
need a few more to lend a hand. Our group is very ac-
tive, providing all kinds of wonderful experiences for 
young people in Hanborough and Freeland, and that is 
all down to our volunteers that keep everything going! 
Get involved—take a look at our website 
www.hfscouting.org.uk and get in touch via the con-
tact page or send an email to gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to 
express your interest. 
You do not need any previous experience of Scouting, 
but a love of working with young people is vital—and a 
sense of adventure! You will receive lots of help and 
support from our other group leaders and the Executive 
Committee, and training is provided.  

 

West Oxon Wills & Probate. Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Property Trusts, Pre-Paid Funeral 
Plans, Equity Release.  
Free advice. Phone or Home appointments. 
01993220281 07769730616  
westoxonwills@uwclub.net 
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Newsletter 32, Will a cold April make way for a warm and gentle May? 
‘Tis a month before the month of May, And the spring comes slowly up this way. 
                                                                                                 Samuel Taylor Coleridge  

Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA) 

W ell, it certainly has come slowly this year, so let’s hope 
May does come in with warm sunshine and long soft 

days. At its best, May is a beautiful month and an optimis-
tic one, as everything is fresh and green and bursting with 
vitality. May is certainly one of the busiest months on the 
allotment. There is one note of caution, however. Late 
frosts can hit unexpectedly, so it is still important to keep 
an eye on the weather forecast and be prepared to wrap 
plants or cover seedlings or newly planted plugs with 
fleece if a cold night is expected. If you don’t have horti-
cultural fleece you can use old net curtains, bubble wrap 
or if you don’t want to use plastic, old newspapers.   
There are three main cultivation jobs you need to keep on 
top of in May. First, the weeds are growing, and very 
speedily. Hoeing them off as small seedlings will make the 
job far easier than waiting for them to grow and send their 
roots down. Hoeing is best done on a dry day so that the 
weeds do not have a chance to recover. To make the best 
use of it, sharpen your hoe before you start and frequently 
as you use it. 

There is a lot to sowing to do this 
month—Beetroot, Broccoli, Cab-
bage, Calabrese, Cauliflowers, 
Chicory, French Beans, Kale, 
Kohlrabi, Peas, Runner Beans, 
Swedes and Turnips. Lettuce and 
Leaves such as Coriander and 
Rocket.  Radishes are always a 
useful crop to sow between rows 
of slower growing crops) and final-
ly, Spring Onions. 

 
It has been such a cold spring that it will inevitably be a 
late sowing year, but be patient, everything will catch up. 
As an insurance and with a harvest of fresh vegetables at 
the peak of perfection in mind, sow a little at a time every 
couple of weeks. If it is a dry May, it is a good idea to soak 
your seed drill before sowing and then just water with a 
fine rose after sowing and covering with a fine layer of 
soil.  
The other key cultivation job is thinning out. No matter 
how hard you try, it is tricky to sow thinly outdoors. It is 
also tempting, when seedlings start growing not to thin out 
too much in the hopes of bumper crops later. It is, howev-
er, much better to thin out with enough space left between 
plants to give them room to grow to a good size.  
With Leeks, it is a good idea to 
get the seedling about as thick 
as a pencil before transplanting 
from the seed bed or pots if 
sown in the greenhouse first. 
When transplanting, dib (make) 
a hole, about six inches deep 
using something like an old 
spade handle and drop the 
seedling in. Water well and al-
low the soil to fall back in natu-
rally. The old idea of trimming 
the roots and top before trans-

planting leeks is not advised and can even be detrimental. 
It’s a big enough shock to the poor leek plant being taken 
out of its seedbed and into the growing on space! 
Tender crops, Cucumber, Sweetcorn and Tomatoes are 
tender vegetables and need to be started off in a green-
house or on a windowsill. Do not rush to get them out until 
they are well grown, have been hardened off and the 
ground they are going into has warmed up.  
This is also a good time to sow seeds (Hardy and Half 
Hardy Annuals and Biennials), corms (Gladious) and tu-
bers (Dahlias) for cut flowers. If you are new to growing 
flowers for cutting there is a huge choice from online sup-
pliers and local garden centres. There are no special se-
crets to cut flower growing—it is much the same as vege-
table growing. As with that, good soil preparation, timing 
and spacing are the keys to success. Floret is an Ameri-
can company, specialising in cut flowers. The website 
(www.floretflowers.com) has a number of really useful 
mini guides to growing cut flowers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the new allotmenteers that have just taken up 
their new allotments this year.  
 
The Association welcomes new members. If you have a 
plot on Hanborough’s Cemetery Allotments and you would 
like to join the Association just email us—
hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.com. The benefits of 
joining the Association can be found on the allotment no-
tice board. If you would like to rent an allotment contact  
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com or 01993 773532, 
Mobile 0776 7020 290.  

rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

Image source from cutcaster.com 
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Eynsham Medical Group Update  
 

Excessive Waiting in Phone Queue 
The Practice is aware of the problem and are working hard to get it resolved. It is mainly a staffing issue 
with Patient Care Advisors (PCAs) taking unnecessary calls from patients regarding the Covid vaccina-
tion and needing to contact those for whom booking online is not an option. They are working on priori-
tising answering the phones by assigning roles within the PCA group and of increasing the number of 
staff they have, although this second task will obviously take time to become effective. 
Things are not easy at the moment, so please be as patient as you can.  

Next Stage in First Dose Vaccination Against Covid-19 
The Government has announced that the Practice can now start vaccinating the next cohort of 45-49 year olds. 
You will be contacted by text or phone when it is your turn, so please do not call the surgery about this 
 

BOOKING IN FOR A SECOND COVID-19 VACCINE DOSE—IMPORTANT  
There is one thing that is important with regard to booking vaccine appointments online. If the Practice has a mobile phone 
number for you, they will send you a text message when it is time for your second dose of the vaccine. That message will 
contain a link code which, when clicked, will take you to the NHSApp where you can log in. Once logged in, you can move 
to the appointments section. It is here that you need to be very careful to book the right type and location for the vaccine. 
There have been many incidences of the NHSApp trying to get you to book an incorrect vaccine and at locations far, far 
away. Neither the NHSApp nor the Patient Access (EMISS) apparently has “knowledge” of what vaccine you had for the 
first dose and does not generally “know” where you had it. 
These shortcomings are not the fault of the Practice, and is not something they can control or change. It is still far better  to 
book online and exercise some care when doing so, otherwise the Practice phone systems would go into meltdown and 
make obtaining an appointment very, very difficult. 
Using Patient Access https://www.patientaccess.com is most likely a better option at present as it is generally easier to 
use and will more often offer an appropriate appointment. 
 

However, here is some advice that you may find useful: 

Do not try to book an appointment before being contacted by the surgery by text or by phone. If an online system grants 
you an appointment before being contacted, it is unlikely you will be given the vaccine on arrival. In any case, receiving the 
second dose ahead of its due time may possibly reduce its effectiveness.  

Your second dose of vaccine must be the same type and given at the same location as you received your first dose. That 
could have been at Long Hanborough, the Windrush in Witney, the Kassam or another location.  
If an online booking system will only allow you to book an inappropriate appointment, do not accept it. In that situation, and 
in that situation only, phone the Long Hanborough surgery and explain the situation to them so it can be resolved. 
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Hanborough Pre-School 
 

       Est. 1965     Charity No. 304309 
 

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming chil-
dren 2-5 years of age. Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for children aged three years or over and 15 
hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We provide a safe 
and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The sessions 
run Monday-Thursday during school term time, starting with the morning session 8:45-11:45am, lunchtime sessions 
where children can stay and have lunch are 11:45am-12:15pm and the afternoon session is 12:15-3:15pm. Fridays Pre-
School finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest School sessions on Friday mornings where the 
children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors. 
 

Prospective Children: Due to Covid-19, we are restricted on when we can have visits to the setting at moment and 
have to book these in. On our public Facebook page—Hanborough Pre-School—and our website, we have put together 
a little video of our Pre-School for you so you can have a virtual look around.  
 

Open Day: We were pleased in the Easter Holidays to hold an Open Day for new parents to attend which went very well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outside Mud Kitchen Area: We have obtained some grants and help towards changing our mud kitchen area outside 
with a new surface, new equipment and new fencing. Some of the new equipment will be arriving shortly, and the laying 
of the new surface will take place over the summer holidays. We are extremely excited to see this finished. 
 

Term Dates:   
Term 5 – Monday 19 April 2021 – Friday 28 May 2021 
Term 6 – Monday 7 June 2021 – Wednesday 21 July 201 
 

Current Fees up to Term 6 (July 2021): Morning (8:45-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15-3:15pm) are £15 per 
session. Lunchtime sessions (Monday-Thursday inc. 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2 per session. For details on what ses-
sions are currently available, please contact us for more information.   
Do contact us on the numbers below if you are thinking of booking a place for your child in the 2021/22 school year, as 
we now have a waiting list for many of the sessions and the remaining ones are filling up very quickly.  
Email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com, or you can download one from our website.  
Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news. You can also visit our website for 
more information: www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk 
 

For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit: Call Lynda Leach (882503)         
               or the pavilion (883178) session times 
Administration             Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)  
   

Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated GOOD 
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Woodstock & District u3a 

Woodstock & District u3a's monthly speaker meetings con-
tinue online, but we look forward to the time when we can 
meet together in our usual venue (Woodstock Community 
Centre). In early April, we heard local historian Christine 
Cox on the Verney family and the history of Claydon 
House. Final online meeting in the present series (4 May) 
will feature a retired entomologist who promises to tell us 
“All You Might Ever Need to Know About Slugs.” Wasn't 
there a notoriously facetious member of Steam Radio's 
“Twenty Questions” panel whose first question was invaria-
bly, “Can you eat it/them?” Bags I get to ask that one (but 
perhaps the speaker will have told us anyway). 
Meanwhile, u3a's Thames Valley Network continues to of-
fer this and other branches online access to its programme 
of talks and events. Recent offerings have included a quiz 
with a springtime theme, talks on the histories of sugar,  
gardening and a much-needed cyber security-awareness 
talk, shared with Witney u3a. 
Activities of our 20+ Interest Groups have necessarily been 
curtailed during lockdown, although a commendable num-
ber have managed to tweak their regular activities within 
the regulations. The popular bi-weekly Walking Group, for 
example, say their walks go on with some restrictions (is it 
irreverent to guess they can't drop into the pub afterwards 
as usual?).  And the popular Book Group has met monthly 
by Zoom, having obviously solved the tricky business of 
keeping distribution of  books virus-free. 
Finally, Wednesday 2 June has been designated national 
'u3a Day' when, we hope, we shall be able to celebrate 
more freely;  keep an eye on local media for details. 
Detail of all Branch activities at:  
www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock.   

Oxford Bus and Morris Motors Museums 
Reopening again and some anniversaries 
 

S ubject to new government restrictions, from 17 May the 
museums will be reopening to visitors for the third time in 

under a year. The volunteers have started preparations and 
are getting used to the routine! 
Free bus rides for museum visitors will run on Bank Holiday 
Monday 31 May and on Wednesday 3 June in half term 
week when we hope to have lots of visitors. We did not re-
ceive any government funding before Covid-19 when 73% 
of the museum’s income came from visitors. We shall 
quickly need to get visitor numbers up to Pre-Covid levels 
to get our finances back on an even keel. 
We are fortunate that it was easy to introduce a one-way 
system round the museums, which have high ceilings and 
good ventilation. As a response to Covid-19, sanitising sta-
tions have been introduced in the museums and the visitor 
centre where there is now outside seating for when the 
weather permits. The shop has had to be moved into the 
café, which has been expanded to allow social distancing. 
Everything has been done to create a safe environment for 
both visitors and volunteers.  
Birthdays, like buses, often come in threes. But here at the 
Oxford Bus Museum, we have bucked the trend, and this 
year we celebrate four special birthdays. Sixty years old is 
304 KFC, one of the first batch of buses in Oxford to be low
-height but with a central gangway on the upper deck. The 
picture is of the bus in service picking up passengers in the 
High Street in Oxford. The museum also acquired 305 KFC 
for spares. 
Also celebrating its 60th birthday is the Morris Motors Band 
Bus, 14 LFC, a one-off built on a Morris FF chassis. There 
is a huge boot to accommodate the musicians’ instruments 
and a forward-looking window towards the rear of this 32-
seater coach. 
But these are mere striplings compared to our 140-year-old 
horse-drawn tram, unveiled in 2017 by John Harwood, The 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire. 
Merely 50 years old is UFC 430K, one of a fleet of 49 two 
door low-height Daimler Fleetlines bought for increasing 
one-man-operation on Oxford City services. Our example 
was one of only two to have electric number blinds at the 
rear. 
An unusual exhibit is our service van RWL71, which has its 
70th birthday in 2021. It is a Bedford PCV new to South 
Midland. Surprisingly, it is our only car/van with an anniver-
sary this year.    



14 

 

Freeland Nurseries 
 

Freeland Nurseries 

Wroslyn Road 

Freeland 

OX29 8AQ 

Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-

5.00pm; Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm 

Tel:- 01993 881430 

Website: https://

freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/ 

Fuchsias and geraniums 

Large selection of hanging basket plants 

Summer bedding plants 

Herb and vegetable plants 

Ornamental shrubs 

Herbaceous plants 

Composts, feeds and growing sundries 

Hanborough Walking Group 

We are a very friendly and informal group who meet up on the 
third Sunday of the month and walk for approximately two 
hours. Some walks are local, and some may be a short car 
ride away. We do try to accommodate people’s different ex-
pectations of walk length. 
With the easing of the lockdown rules at the end of March, we 
are able to meet up in groups of six, observing the social dis-
tance rules. In April, we had a very enthusiastic take up and 
we did a circular walk from Millwood End to the Roman Villa 
and then towards Stonesfield, cutting back to East End and 
then returning to Millwood End.  
Our next walk is on Sunday 16 May at 2:00pm. We will email 
those on the email circulation list with details about where the 
walk will start nearer the time.  
Dates for the summer are: 

Sunday 20 June 2:00pm 
Sunday 18 July 2:00pm 

Sunday 15 August 2:00pm 
We may also organise some midweek evening walks, as 
these were quite popular in previous years.  
If you are not on the list and would like to find out more and 
get updates on walks, please contact: 
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or  
Ellen Armitage ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk 

Local Volunteers Win National Award: 

North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteers commended as 
“heritage heroes in lockdown 2020” 
 

W e are delighted to let you know that North Leigh Roman 
Villa Volunteers have been awarded a Commendation 

by the Heritage Alliance for outstanding heritage voluntary 
work in 2020.  
The collective efforts of our group of 25 committed local 
people worked to promote North Leigh's Villa site as a re-
source for well-being and education throughout the pan-
demic. This was judged to be a perfect example of where 
English Heritage volunteers have made a massive differ-
ence to linking heritage sites with their community during 
the pandemic. 
During the summer, the volunteers led a series of suc-
cessful open mosaic days, hosting over 1,250 visitors 
which is nearly twice as many as the previous year. Visi-
tors generously donated nearly £1,000 to benefit the site, 
and in spite of Covid restrictions, the team of volunteers 
gave over 1,000 hours of their time, including 290 on-site 
in 2020. 
For over a decade, Ecclesiastical’s Heritage Heroes 
Awards have celebrated the wonderful contribution of vol-
unteers in the heritage sector. More than a simple thank 
you, these awards are a great opportunity to demonstrate 
how volunteers can take ownership of the heritage around 
them and make a real difference. 

Anything to Add? 
 

Due to the proposed Garden Village Salt Cross, Oxford-
shire County Council will soon be undertaking extensive 
consultation about the A40 improvement works. If you 
have any direct queries, please email:  
a40corridor@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
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Europe-philes Language Exchange Club Proposed in Long 

Hanborough 
 

We plan to arrange a weekly evening drinks social meet up 
in local pub for anyone wishing to socialise over a beer in 
French, German, Spanish, other languages. Free events—
just buy drink/s from pub.  
Contact Alasdair on tours@iloveoxford.com  

Answers for No 119 April 2021 
 

Across:  
1 Abbey Road 
7 Agent 
8 Animals 
10 Inner 
11 Stewart 
14 Tupelo 
17 Caruso 
19 Eleanor 
23 Earth 
25 Clapton 
26 Frank 
27 Yesterday 
 

Down:  
1 A Day In The Life 
2 Brian 
3 Oasis 
4 Dance 
5 Decca 
6 A Taste Of Honey 
9 April 
12 Tic 
13 War 
15 Eva 
16 Ono 
18 Arena 
20 Elgar 
21 Nicky 
22 Rocks 
24 Rated 
 

This month’s answers may be found at  
http://divalde.wordpress.com 
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A s mentioned in the April issue of the Herald, Hanborough 
Parish Council is very excited to announce the launch of 

the Hanborough Nature Recovery Network.  
Hanborough Nature Recovery Network is made up of a 
core group of interested parishioners drawn from Grow for 
Hanborough, Hanborough Garden Club, HPC and Long 
Hanborough Community Tree Project. The aim is to coordi-
nate existing projects and to get other projects up and run-
ning, particularly those involving children.  

Our first initiative is to en-
courage more wildlife by 
making our verges a little 
‘wilder’. The Parish Coun-
cil has already designated 
verges that will get two 
cuts a year (April and Sep-
tember) instead of those 
verges that require a regu-
lar monthly cut to ensure 

safety and clear visibility on roads and on public pedestrian 
and cycle paths. The Council would like to invite residents 
not to mow verges in front of their homes. This should en-
hance a greater variety of local native species that are al-
ready present in the verges and are critical food sources for 
native insects. These species aren’t able to regenerate or 
increase because of frequent mowing. Hanborough Garden 
Club has already started to look at verges that aren’t cut by 
the contractors and are looking to spread wildflower seeds 
and limit grass cutting. 
Our second initiative is the Nature Recovery One Metre 
Challenge which YOU can get involved in straightaway. In 
your back garden or any space suitable you have access 
to, mark out a metre square and send us your ‘before and 
after’ photos showing us what you have done to encourage 
wildlife and biodiversity in your metre square. If you don’t 
have a suitable space, try making a wild garden in a pot. 
Send photos by 10 July to either of the emails below so we 
can publish results in the August Hanborough Herald. 
There will be a prize  for the metre square we think is the 
most wildlife friendly.  
There are plenty of places to look for ideas. Try the RHS 
www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/wild-about-gardens or 
BBOWT www.bbowt.org.uk/actions. 

We are also very concerned about our local hedgehogs. 
Make sure our village hedgehogs can travel freely between 
our gardens without impenetrable fences getting in the way. 
Look in your garden and see if there are any places a 
hedgehog can get through. If not, make a small hole in your 
fence on both sides of your garden (see opposite). Hedge-
hogs travel surprising distances at night, and these holes 
enable them to do this. 
Let’s also continue to make sure our parish is free from 
litter, not only so that it looks clean and tidy, but also to 
make sure our wildlife is safe. Use gloves or litter pickers 
when collecting litter, and dispose of litter bags sensibly. 
Other projects we have up our sleeve are: 

 A community orchard 

 A community/therapy garden 

If you are interested in playing an active role in HNRN or 
just want to find out more information, please do contact us. 
Penelope Marcus  penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com and 
Lucy Tritton lucy.tritton@hanboroughpc.gov.uk. We would 
love to hear from you. 

Hanborough Nature Recovery Network 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES 

 

 
 
 

 
FOR 18 TO 99 YEAR OLDS—EVERYONE  

WELCOME 
ENJOYABLE, WEEKLY, FREE, PEER-LED 

RUNNING GROUPS 
For info: HanFree-run@outlook.com 

https://www.strava.com/clubs/HanFree-Run 

Hanborough  
& Freeland Running Group 

Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland  
 

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, the churchwardens and clergy have made the difficult decision to suspend 
collective worship in our churches until further notice.   

St Mary the Virgin, Freeland is open for private prayer from 9:00am-4:00pm on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 
We continue to hold services on Zoom at 10:00am every Sunday 

You are welcome to join us.   
For further details please email administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

A Letter from Our Curate 
 

D ear Friends, 
 

This month, rather than write my normal letter, I thought I would write a prayer, with a few gaps 
where you can add your own prayers if you want to.  

Father God, in truth over the last twelve months, it has really been quite tough, as I have faced the 
challenges of living through my first worldwide pandemic. Despite these challenges, I have learned a 
great many things, for which I am most thankful.  
I am thankful for relationships – I have a fresh appreciation of my family, friends and colleagues, and I 
am particularly looking to meeting them face-to-face soon. 
I am thankful for the countryside. Before Covid, the countryside was something I drove past on my 
way to another appointment. I am so thankful for the footpaths, lanes and fields near my home, they have been an oasis of 
peace in a sometimes, frantic world. 
I am thankful for video conferencing technology. Even though like many I am ‘Zoomed-out’, I am really grateful that I have 
been able to work, talk with family and even worship through the medium of video conferencing. I am so glad I saw my 
granddaughter riding her bike without stabilisers on video, and that I could talk with family, friends and colleagues around 
the world.  
Medical science. I am thankful for my first vaccine shot and look forward to my second one, I am grateful to the doctors, 
nurses and scientists who have worked so hard to keep me safe. 
I am thankful for – (add your own words here…) 

Father God, as we begin to see lockdown progressively lifted in our nation, I am praying for… 
Our Government. Please give our politicians, civil servants, scientists, medical professionals and police wisdom, grace and 
strength during this time. 
Our local area. Please bless all people in our local towns and villages, young and old, as life begins to return to normal. 
Myself (add your own words here). 

Finally, I am thankful that when we pray to you, you hear our prayers, and that when we seek you with all our heart, we 
find you.  May many people in our villages see their prayers answered and those who seek you find you. Amen.  
Blessings, Rev Mike  
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                           A Job Done Well: 
            Carpentry, furniture assembly 
            Doors hung, door locks fitted 
            Curtain rails and blinds fitted 
            Gutters cleared; fencing                          
            Painting and decorating 

Rob Atkinson 
Property maintenance & high quality DIY 

Tel: 07876-275300  
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 

 No job 
too small 

Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club 
 

Hello, readers. The Easter weekend has gone, we 
have had cold winds, rain, and snow, but most of 
all, as I write this report, we have some beautiful 
sunshine.  
On 12 April, we had a wonderful Zoom demonstration from 
Graham King who lives in Goldalming. His title was “Live 
from the Garden Shed,” and it literally was. He had convert-
ed his shed into a room from which he has been doing Zoom 
demonstrations to many clubs around the country. He had 
made all the containers himself, which we understand took 
him many hours to make, but they were very interesting and 
pleasing to the eye. He used some beautiful fresh flowers—
tulips, iris, gerberas, and roses with different types of foliage, 
and the arrangements were strong and colourful. Our next 
Zoom demonstration will be on Monday 10 May with Carol 
Bennett, and her title is “All Kinds of Everything.” If you 
would like to join our Zoom meeting, you would be very wel-
come, and there is a charge of £3. Details for this can be 
obtained from our Chairman 07701 000977.                           
Members continue to receive a monthly newsletter from our 
Secretary, which contains news she has received from our 
Area committee and news from Headquarters too. We have 
just started our ‘new year’ and are trying to plan a sort of 
programme for the coming months, but like many clubs, we 
are finding it difficult to set anything in stone. If you would 
like to know more about the Flower Club, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me on 01865 376587. 

WI News 
Hanborough WI has finally had its first Zoom meeting. The 
committee have been meeting via Zoom all through lock-
down, but this month the members were able to re-connect 
by the magic of technology. It was so good to see and talk 
after such a long time. Twenty-one out of forty-two mem-
bers Zoomed, and I think it was deemed a success. We 
have another one planned for next month. 
Our committee and the Oxfordshire Federation organiza-
tion have been keeping us informed about all things WI. 
Hanborough ladies receive a monthly newsletter from our 
secretary and president along with photos and quizzes 
from members and lots of friendly chat. All much appreciat-
ed. At Easter, we all received a charming little knitted chick. 
His innards were a creme egg, and he had little black eyes, 
a black felt beak and a ribbon band round his neck. These 
were all beautifully made by Jeanne Hall, one of our many 
clever crafters, who kindly knitted 42 of these darlings. We 
have all been missing our birthday posies which Jeanne 
has been supplying for years, so it was good to have a 
piece if her handicraft again. Joan Buckingham packed 
them up, and the committee delivered them to us all in time 
for Easter. Thanks to you all. It was a very kind and 
thoughtful thing to do.  An Easter fact: The record for the 
largest Easter egg tree was set in Germany where a tree 
was decorated with over 76,000 painted hens’ eggs in 
2007. So there!! 
As restrictions are beginning to be lifted, we are hopeful for 
the resumption of our meetings. Watch this space. We 
hope you will eventually join us. 
Hanborough WI usually meets on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month in the Recreation Hall at 7:30pm. If you would 
like to contact us, please e-mail: 
hanboroughwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk or call Pat Cottle 
(President) on 07919252019  or  Liz Bowler (Secretary) on 
01993 881058 
Best wishes to you all and keep safe.  
Carol Bower 

Christian Aid Week: 10 May-16 May 2021 
 

 

Coronavirus has not gone away, and neither have the 
problems for people like Rose who struggles to get fresh 
water for her family. We can help Rose and others like her 
facing the climate crisis by raising money for Christian Aid 
who works with their partners in Kenya. Precious water can 
be saved to serve the whole community. With a reliable 
source of water, Rose can grow fresh vegetables to eat, 
improve her livelihood and better protect her family from 
Coronavirus.   
 

Please help us to raise money for Christian Aid this year. 
We have set up an e-envelope page so it is easy for you to 
donate from the comfort of your home using this QR code 
or going to: 
https://
envelope.christianaid.org.uk/
envelope/the-hanboroughs 

If you need to contact me, please 
do so on 01993 881828. 
 

Thank you, 
Gillian Hunt 

Repair Cafe in Hanborough: An Update 
 

There are 13 community-led repair projects currently active 
in Oxfordshire that manage to repair 60-70% of the items 
taken to them. Between them, they have saved over 3 
tonnes of electrical and electronic goods from going into 
landfill. They have also been fun places to meet and join in 
an activity.  
The repair cafes will be starting to re-open in the next cou-
ple of months in a safe, socially distanced manner. There is 
a possibility of getting one set up in Hanborough this sum-
mer with some help of some of the local groups already 
active. If anyone is able and willing to help out with admin-
istration, has skills in repairing electronic equipment or is 
handy with a sewing machine, your help would be gratefully 
received.  
Potential volunteers can contact angemwilson@gmail.com. 
If you are keen to learn new skills, there is some funding 
available to train in electrical safety testing.  
We look forward to hearing from you. Repairing, meeting 
people, having a cuppa and cake… what’s not to like!? 
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“S o what do you know about these newcomers?” Edith Langford asked, as she and Mrs. 
Lundy hurried along the lane to Townsend House, the latter hefting a large cake she’d 

made specially “to greet the new neighbours”. Townsend House may be so named because 
it sat at the very edge of Longborough, but Mrs. Lundy wasn’t going to let a narrow definition 
of the word ‘neighbour’ stop her from getting a glimpse of the mysterious new tenants. 
“Not much, I’m afraid,” sighed Mrs. Lundy. “No one seems to know anything except that 
they’re wealthy, they come from London, and they’ve taken Townsend House for a year.” 
“I suppose ‘they’ are a family?” said Edith, mentally calculating whether the village school 
where she taught could fit more students. 
“Yes, an older gentleman and his two sons. And one of them is married, I believe, because 
just this morning I happened to look out the window and there was a woman in her thirties 
going to the village shop, blonde and very stylish too. And I could tell right away from her hat 
that she was from London.” 
Edith laughed. 
“Mrs. Lundy, the Secret Service could use an agent like you!” 
As they rounded a corner, the house came into view—Edwardian, imposing and in need of 
repair. It made a particularly stark contrast to the young woman standing on its drive. With her dark curls, stylish trousers, and 
bright red lipstick, she looked like a film star who had missed Ealing by several worlds. 
She flashed them a smile. 
“Hullo, is this the village welcome committee?” 
And as Mrs. Lundy stared at her with increasing horror, she took out a cigarette and lit it. 
“Want one?” she asked. 
“No… no thank you,” Mrs. Lundy murmured faintly. The girl waved her cigarette case at Edith, who shook her head. ‘I hope she 
realises she’ll be the talk of Longborough in about half an hour,’ she thought. ‘Possibly sooner, depending on how quickly Mrs. 
Lundy can make it down the hill.’ 
“How do you do,” she said to the girl, while her friend regained her composure. “I’m Edith Langford, and this is Mrs. Lundy.” 
“Anabel Rivera, Mr. Markham’s secretary. Call me Ana.” The girl clamped her cigarette between her teeth and shook hands with 
them. Seeing Mrs. Lundy’s raised eyebrows, she added, “Yes, I am half Spanish.” 
“Ah,” Mrs. Lundy nodded, as if this explained everything. Edith tried to keep a straight face and pointed at the cake. 
“We wanted to welcome the family to Longborough,” she said. 
“That’s very kind of you.” Ana lowered her voice. “Although if I’m honest, you’re wasting your time. My employer’s a grumpy old 
curmudgeon. He’ll probably refuse to even see you. And as for the rest of them—” 
She stopped as the front door banged open and a young man strode out, hands in his pockets. He took three steps down the 
drive, turned back, and slammed the door shut. Then he stuck his hands back in his pockets and marched down the drive once 
more. 
“Bad day, Alex?” Ana called out. 
“The worst.” He looked up and seemed to finally notice the visitors. “If you’re here to see my father, forget it. He’s a foul old beast 
who doesn’t deserve your time.” 
With that he marched past them and disappeared down the lane. 
“So that was Alex Markham,” said Ana matter-of-factly, as Edith and her friend stared after the retreating figure. “Younger son 
and resident ne’er-do-well. He’s trying to be an artist against Old Markham’s express wishes.” 
“Perhaps we should come back another time,” said Edith. 
Ana flashed a grin. 
“Don’t worry, they’re always like that. Alex gets disowned about once a fortnight, then they reconcile. It upsets poor Stephen to no 
end. That’s the older son,” she added helpfully. “He’s the paragon, of course. Helps run the family business, never says boo to 
Old Markham. But he and Clarissa—that’s his wife—are so boring.” 
She took a drag of her cigarette and went on. 
“I might as well give you the low down on the rest of us. Old Markham’s been an invalid for years. Weak heart. No wonder he’s so 
cross all the time, really. It’s been a bit better since they hired Nurse Banks to look after him. A very intimidating creature, all 
starch and spectacles. Won’t let the old man smoke and evicts the rest of us when we do.” She sniffed derisively. “Then there’s 
Mrs. Dale the cook, and yours truly.” She gave a little bow. “We haven’t sorted out servants yet, but I wouldn’t be surprised if Old 
Markham got fed up with country living and moved us all back to London before that could happen.” 
“Oh, but Mr. Markham couldn’t find a nicer village if he tried!” Mrs. Lundy regained her voice in defence of her beloved Longbor-
ough. “I’m sure he’ll like it here.” 
The girl shrugged and motioned them toward the house. 
“Maybe. Anyway, let’s see if he’s up to visitors today.” 
As they reached the front door, it flew open for the second time, and Edith got a strange sense of déjà vu. A tall, dark-haired man 
stood there, looking like an older version of Alex Markham. He gaped at them in apparent bewilderment. 
“Hullo Stephen,” said Ana breezily. “These ladies are here to see your father.” 
Stephen Markham let out a strange, short laugh. 
“Bad luck there,” he told them. “He’s dead.” 

*** 
“How is it,” asked Detective-Sergeant Anderson a short while later, as he and Edith stood on the lawn of Townsend House, “that 
every time there’s a mystery in this village, you’re somehow involved?” 
“Are you threatening to investigate me again?” Edith smiled, thinking back to their first meeting. Anderson’s blue eyes flashed 
merrily. 
“No, this time I request the help of the master criminal. I think we’re going to need your skills to solve this one.” 
Edith blushed. 
“It seems straightforward,” she murmured. “Poor Mr. Markham died of strychnine poisoning, didn’t he?” 

Mystery at 
Town’s End 

Part One 

Daria Davis 
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Anderson looked at her sharply. 
“How did you know that?” 
“Mr. Markham was an invalid with a weak heart. His son would have no reason to suspect foul play and ring the police unless 
there were unusual symptoms. And strychnine is both easily obtained and produces severe muscle spasms.” 
“That’s exactly the kind of thinking I’m relying on,” said Anderson warmly. “You wouldn’t catch Constable Horn making deductions 
like that, bless him. Yes, the doctor suspects strychnine. He’s taken the teacup away for analysis. Markham’s secretary says he 
was in the habit of taking a cup of tea at three o’clock while she went to smoke outside.” 
Edith nodded. 
“We met her on the drive. She gave us quite a portrait of the family.” 
“Yes, from what I can tell, both sons had a motive. The youngest had a blazing row with his father after lunch. The nurse and 
cook both heard the victim say—” he consulted his notebook. “‘You’ll not see a penny, I’m leaving it all to the son and daughter 
who deserve it.’” 
“But before he could write Alex out of the will, he died. That does seem like a strong motive, except…” Edith frowned. “Poison is 
a premeditated crime. Alex struck me as a hotheaded, artistic type. Not one to plan a murder.” 
“Perhaps,” Anderson conceded. “Although there wasn’t much to plan. They had some rat poison hanging about the house. The 
tea was left on the sideboard to cool for a few minutes, for the invalid’s convenience, and everyone knew the routine.” 
“What about Stephen and Clarissa?” asked Edith. 
“Apparently Stephen is not the deserving son his father thought him. He gambles and has run up dangerous debts of late.” 
“So an inheritance would be a life-saver for him.” 
“Exactly. How did he seem when you first saw him?” 
“Genuinely shocked,” said Edith, thinking back. “What about Clarissa?” 
“The other deserving one?” Anderson gave a wry smile. “She spends money on fashion like her husband does on horses. How 
they kept their extravagance from the old man for so long is a mystery in itself.” 
“Edith! Detective Anderson!” 
They turned to see Mrs. Lundy hurrying down the path towards them, this time without her cake. 
“Oh my dears, I’m so glad I caught you!” She stopped, out of breath. “You see, there’s something—” 
“What is it, Mrs. Lundy?” Anderson asked in some alarm. 
“I’ve just found out something very important,” huffed Mrs. Lundy. “I hope it can help with your investigation.” 
“Is it about Mr. Markham’s sons?” asked Edith eagerly. 
“No, no, that’s just it. It’s about his daughter.” 
“You mean Clarissa?” 
Mrs. Lundy shook her head vigorously. 
“No, my dear. I mean his real daughter. Anabel.” 
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup, est. 1984) provides a 
high standard of pre-school education for children aged 2-5 years old. We help children to develop 
and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting, which was opened in April 2019. Our pre-school 
enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transition for your child into the Foundation 
Stage of primary school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our Forest Rangers 
sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is committed to safe-
guarding, and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the children.  

 

Sessions run Monday-Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy) 
 

Full day: 8:30am-3:15pm £35     
Lunch Club: 11:30am-12:15pm £4    
AM session: 8:30-11:30am £20 
PM session: 12:15-3:15pm £20 
We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds. 
 

What Have We Been Up To? 
 

Easter:  The children had a wonderful Easter party just before the end of term, celebrating being back together again, egg-
hunting, chocolate-eating and fun-having. We had some cracking winners of our painted egg competition this year! All our 
children, parents and siblings enjoyed taking part in some fundraising for Pre-School. The children also enjoyed learning 
more about Easter and springtime in their themed activities too; making chicks from playdough and cutting up fruit and 
vegetables to find seeds and talking about how they grow. 

Green Fingers: As ever, we have been enjoying our outdoor space and developing it further to include a wildlife garden 
and even digging our own pond. The children worked together, sharing tools and digging deep enough to sink the pond 
container. We are hoping to get some frogspawn in the coming weeks so that the children can see first-hand the  lifecycle 
of the frog. 
We have continued to develop our topic of ‘Global Explorers’ and the children have been learning all about the continent of 
Australia, making their own structures of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. They have been exploring their own world too—Long 
Hanborough—creating their own maps and identifying important landmarks in the village. They also created a chalk track 
on our carpark area to ride their bikes, trikes and scooters with a start and finish line and arrows to follow. 
 

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:  
Waiting List for September 2022: 
All of our sessions from September 2021-22 are now completely full, and we are taking registration for places from Sep-
tember 2022. To avoid disappointment, please contact our manager Kelly ASAP by emailing hanboroughmeadowsmanag-
er@gmail.com. We can offer pre-arranged, socially distanced visits to the setting after hours. Please take a virtual tour of 
our lovely Pre-School on our Facebook Page or website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also 
view our prospectus and to find out more.  
 

Our address is: 33 Norridge Way,  
Vanbrugh Meadows,  
Long Hanborough, OX29 8FL    
Phone number: 01865 689 015 
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news, information and events. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in 
touch.  
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful. You can either visit the ‘Get In-
volved’ page on our website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526.  
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Kids’ Corner 
Tadpoles 

Algae 

Diet 

Eggs 

Frogs 

Grow 

Hatch 

Legs 

Life Cycle 

Lungs 

Middle Stage 

Mouths 

Plants 

Tadpoles 

Tail 

Water 

 

In the springtime, frogs lay eggs in water that has plenty of 
algae and plants so their babies will have enough to eat. 
When the eggs hatch, little creatures that look nothing like 
frogs come out! These are called tadpoles, and they are the 
middle stage of a frog’s life cycle. Tadpoles look like little 
dots with tails, and they swim by moving their tails back and 
forth like fish. They also breathe underwater like fish. Tad-
poles begin to grow back legs after just a few weeks, then 
they grow front legs and lungs. After the tadpoles grow 
lungs, they stay close to the surface so that they can 
breathe air. These are not the only changes tadpoles go 
through. Their mouth gets wider and their organs change to 
get ready for a new diet of flies and grubs. Not only do they 
grow all these extra parts, but they also lose one—their tail! 
The tail begins to get smaller and smaller as the tadpole 
grows into a frog. This whole process from being hatched 
to becoming a full-legged frog takes about 14 weeks.  
  
Hornigold, Karen. “When Do Frogs Spawn? And How to Spot Them.” Woodland Trust. https://
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/04/when-do-frogs-spawn-and-how-to-spot-them/#:~:text=Females%
20lay%20their%20spawn%20in,float%20to%20the%20water's%20surface. Accessed 21 April 2021.  

“Tadpole Facts for Kids.” Kiddle. https://kids.kiddle.co/Tadpole#:~:text=A%20tadpole%20or%20polliwog%
20is,are%20laid%20in%20long%20strings.&text=Some%20types%20of%20tadpole%20eat,animals%2C%
20even%20other%20smaller%20tadpoles. 
Roces, Javi. “Definition of Tadpole.” Collins Dictionary. https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/
english/tadpole. Accessed 22 April 2021. 
Liutko, Anna. “What Exactly Do Tadpoles Eat?” Petsoid. https://petsoid.com/what-exactly-do-tadpoles-eat/. 
Accessed 22 April 2021.  
 

Activity: Make Your Own Tadpole 

You Will Need:  
  

Egg Box  Scissors  Green Paint  Paintbrush  Green 
Pipe Cleaners  Googly Eyes  Glue 

 

Instructions: 
  

1. With an adult’s help, cut out one egg section (for the 
body) from the egg box and one long triangular section (for 
the tail) from the top of the egg box. Use the paint and paint 
brush to paint these green. Allow these to dry. 
2. Shape the green pipe cleaners into the shape of back 
legs for your tadpole.  
3. Glue the googly eyes, back legs and tail to the body to 
finish your tadpole. 
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The Hanborough Churches 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 

wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be like tongues of 
fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 

Acts Ch 2 v 1-4  
The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the Community and will be praying for a part of 

the villages’ community each month. In May, the focus of prayer will be on Marlborough Crescent and Isis Close. 

 

Methodist Church  

Services 
May 

                             
  

Our Methodist Church Services from now on will be held in church unless things change again. Masks will 
still need to be worn and social distancing observed and unfortunately (or not?), we will still be unable to sing 

or meet for coffee afterwards. If you have not been before and would like to join us, please contact either: 
Nigel James: 01993 881711 

Or Gill Breakspear: 019930883914 
 

May 
 

                                                                2nd    10:00am        Rev Charles Harris  
                                                                9th     10:00am        Rev Jason Cooke      
                                                                16th   10:00am        Mr Eddie Fowler             
                                                                23rd   10:00am        Mrs Margaret Broadberry (Pentecost) 
                                                                30th   10:00am        Rev Fred Ireland (Communion) 
 

Young Church will be meeting each week at 10:00am in the Milner room except for the 30th.  
Welcome back! 

                                                                 
 

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister, please contact either: 
 

Minister: Rev. Fred Ireland (01993) 867301 
Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 Mobile:07365325522 

Letter from Our Minister 
 

D ear  friends, 
 

I write this sitting in the Honda garage whilst they fix the fault 
on my car. I am experiencing battery anxiety, as I’m wonder-
ing if my laptop will have enough energy to enable me to 
complete this piece. I’ve been writing letters like this every 
week for over a year and I am finding it a challenge to keep 
them “fresh.” But my surroundings today help this process 
no end. 
I am surrounded by shiny new cars waiting for customers to 
snap them up. There are three vehicles that symbolize the 
shape of the present and the future of  motoring. The first is 
a petrol powered 1.5 litre car that many of us are familiar 
with. We’ve driven this kind of internal combustion engine for 
many years. Next to it is a hybrid—a mixture of petrol and a 
battery powered drivetrain. These are increasingly popular.  
And next to that is tomorrow’s transportation—pure electric.   
At present, these vehicles are expensive, and there are is-
sues about range and available charging stations, but there 
is no doubt that within a few years this will be the most com-
mon vehicle on the road. 
Bob Dylan sang, “The times they are a’changing,” and whilst 
that is certainly true within in the motor industry, it is also an 
opportunity in the post-lockdown world to see what we want 
to or need to change—we have had over a year to reflect on 

HANDY MAN SERVICE 
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower resealants 

Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs & 
carpentry 

 

CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or  
Email:  dasdecandbuild@gmail.com  

how we lived prior to the pandemic and see how we should 
live going forward. 
One example is in London, where my son and his family 
live. In Clapham, the air is the cleanest it has been for gen-
erations, and that is something that should be maintained 
as we emerge from lockdown. If that requires adjustment 
to the way we work and travel, then so be it—that would be 
a positive change for the good.   
We all have a responsibility to live with an eye for the com-
mon good and that might mean changing some aspects of 
our lifestyles. This we can do as a society, but there are 
things we can do individually that, taken collectively, could 
make tomorrow’s world a better place. 
But now, I need to sign off as my battery is about to give 
up the ghost…  
 
Regards, 
Fred 
Rev Fred Ireland 
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May Report 
 

Spring is almost 
past, and summer 
is round the cor-
ner. We hope this 
finds you all well and energetic, ready to be outside, 
tending plants and vegetables. Now is the time to 
plant the more tender vegetables such as French 
beans, runner beans and sweet corn, but keep some 
fleece to hand in case of any late frosts. We hope that 
the surprise scattering of snow in April is now behind 
us.  
 

The club had an informative open Zoom meeting in 
April, with topical questions and an update on the re-
cent Parish Council initiative about the Hanborough 
Nature Recovery Network, which is very exciting.  
Our talk on Thursday 27 May will be given by Tim 
Healey, called “The Green Man Trail in Oxfordshire,” 
where Tim will talk about the significance of this iconic 
figure who appears carved in wood or stone around 
the county. Details about how this talk will be present-
ed will be sent out nearer the time.  
 

As before, the Committee are busy organising visits 
and talks for the rest of the year, Covid-dependant. 
Please see the website and the Grow for Hanborough 
Facebook page for regular updates.  
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org  
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2590086271237013/ 

 

 
HWT Trustees are very aware that there may be some 
people in need as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic, 
and requests are invited at this time to cover emergencies 
by any individuals or families who live in Hanborough and 
may consider themselves and their need appropriate. 
Please do so by contacting either Gill Breakspear on gill-
breakspear@btinternet.com or Rev Nigel Knights Johnson 
on nigelknightsjohnson@gmail.com. If you do not have 
access to email or the internet, then please ring on 01993 
359572. 
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COMPUTER HELP 
 

Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades. 

Digital Photos.   Virus Protection and Removal. 

 
                                         

Call or email me, Len Kehoe    phone: 01993 810125 

- Computer Science graduate     mobile: 07944 877437 
with over 30 years experience    email:    thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

       – based in Woodstock                web:     www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

 
 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM 
 

Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, 
South Leigh, Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor  

 

Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help 
from our Priest. All are welcome. 

 

Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR     
Phone: 01865 881613      
Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 
 

Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and 
Sunday 10:00am. 

The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive 
enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email                     

stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com 
Please check the website or call Fr Mark for information 

regarding issues caused by the pandemic.  
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Private Tutor Lessons  
at your home or mine. TEFL Qualified languages 
teacher offering English, French, Spanish or Jap-
anese lessons. Alasdair on 
tours@iloveoxford.com  
Plus offering gardening or labouring help too. 
Sincerely Alasdair, 07955482637 

In the Kitchen  

Porc au Vin 

Ingredients 
 

1 ½ lb lean pork, chopped 

1 oz raisins 

2 onions, finely chopped 

1 oz butter 

1 oz flour 

¼ pint red wine 

Ground nutmeg 

Salt and pepper 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cook’s Chatter 
 
This quick and tasty pork dish is sure to get any carnivore’s lips smacking! 
 
 

Method 
 
1. Rub the pork with a little seasoning and nutmeg. 
2. Place pork in a shallow 3 pint casserole dish and add the rest of the ingredients ex-
cept the butter and flour. 
3. Cover and cook in oven set at 150°C for an hour.  
4. Blend the butter and the flour with a little hot liquid from the casserole to make a 
smooth batter. 
5. Pour this thickening into the casserole, stir well and return to the 
oven for a further 20 mins stirring occasionally. 
6. Season to taste and serve immediately. 
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