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April 2021. No. 435 

Hanborough Herald 

BREAKING NEWS: Toddlers Lack Direction 
 

F or the past 20+ years, Hanborough has been lucky 
to have two thriving groups for pre-schoolers and 

their carers. On a Tuesday morning, the Nought to 
Naughties toddler group meets for play, crafts, snack 
time and plenty of chatter! On a Friday morning, Sing 
With Me is a music based group (also with snacks and 
plenty of fun and chatter). Both groups meet at the 
Recreation Hall in Hanborough. These groups have 
traditionally been run by some parents of those at-
tending, but all are very welcome to attend and help.  
Like everything else, we have been closed for the past 
year but are now looking to reopen when all re-
strictions relax (hopefully 21 June). However, the cur-
rent leader’s work commitments have changed or their 
children have now moved on the school. Therefore, 
we are looking for people to take on the running of 
these two groups. It’s a lovely way to meet families in 
the village and for children to make friends. We hope 
to form a small team to take on each group. Please 
consider if you are able to help in any way, as without 
new leaders/helpers, unfortunately both groups will be 
unable to reopen. 
For more information please email:  
hanboroughsingwithme@gmail.com 
Or phone Liz 07876 404886 
Rachel 01993 881867 

Hanborough Nature Recovery Network 
 

H anborough Parish Council (PC) is very excited to an-
nounce the launch of the Hanborough Nature Recovery 

Network. Along with many communities around the country, 
we would like to aim to make our environment central to our 
thinking. We want to encourage back the wildlife that is 
dwindling at an alarming rate and make our countryside 
somewhere our native wildlife can flourish. 
We have been inspired by the amazing local work that 
Eynsham Nature Recovery Network is doing and by what is 
happening in the rest of the district and county. We there-
fore want to take action to coordinate all the existing pro-
jects that are going on in the parish to improve diversity and 
protect wildlife, encourage more projects to be set up, and, 
most importantly, get everyone involved in some way to 
really make a difference. 
Our first initiative is to encourage more wildlife by making 
our verges a little ‘wilder’. The PC has already designated 
verges that will get two cuts a year (April and September) 
instead of those verges that require a regular monthly cut to 
ensure safety and clear visibility. The Council would like to 
invite residents not to mow verges in front of their homes. 
This should enhance a greater variety of local native spe-
cies that are already present in the verges and are critical 
food sources for native insects. These species aren’t able to 
regenerate or increase because of frequent mowing. Han-
borough Garden Club has already started to look at verges 
that aren’t cut by contractors and are looking to spread wild-
flower seeds and limit grass cutting. 
Initially, Hanborough Nature Recovery Network is made up 
of a core group of interested parishioners drawn from Grow 
for Hanborough, Hanborough Garden Club, HPC and Long 
Hanborough Community Tree Project. The aim is to coordi-
nate existing projects and to get other projects up and run-
ning, particularly those involving children. If you are interest-
ed in playing an active role or just want to find out more in-
formation, please do contact us.  
Penelope Marcus penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com and 
Lucy Tritton lucy.tritton@hanboroughpc.gov.uk 
 

NATURE RECOVERY ONE METRE CHALLENGE 
 

YOU can get involved straightaway in 
our Nature Recovery One Metre Chal-
lenge. In your back garden or any 
space suitable you have access to, 
mark out a metre square and send us 
your ‘before and after’ photos show-
ing us what you have done to encourage wildlife and biodi-
versity in your metre square. If you don’t have a suitable 
space try making a wild garden in a pot. Send photos by 10 
July to either of the emails above so we can publish results 
in the August Hanborough Herald. There will be a prize for 
the metre square we think is the most wildlife friendly. There 
are plenty of places to look for ideas. Try the RHS https://
www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/wild-about-gardens or 
BBOWT https://www.bbowt.org.uk/actions 

mailto:penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com
mailto:lucy.tritton@hanboroughpc.gov.uk
https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/wild-about-gardens
https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/wild-about-gardens
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/actions
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April Report 
 

Local Elections 
Local elections will be held 6 May to include Parish Councillors. These were delayed last year due 
to Covid, but the government intends to hold them this year. There are 12 places for Parish Coun-
cillors, and this is a great opportunity to get involved with local governance and shape the future of 
the Parish. Nomination documents may be obtained from the WODC elections office and from the 
website of the Electoral Commission. 
 

Chair Retiring from Council 
You will see elsewhere in the Herald that our Chair has decided not to put himself forward for re-
election in May. As clerk, I’m deeply disappointed to hear this. Niels has been a pleasure to work with and is a great loss 
for the council. The last few years have seen challenges greater than any faced by this council before, and his leader-
ship has been smart, firm and carefully crafted. In many cases, Niels was lining the ducks up on complex issues and 
negotiating with stakeholders while thinking about the implications of steps much further down the line. As we move for-
ward, this vision will be missed. 
Niels, it’s been a great pleasure, and I wish you well for the future.  
 

Parish Council Meetings 
Due to the pandemic, legislation was changed to allow for online meetings, and we are currently not allowed to meet in 
person. Public participation is encouraged as always, and this can be by questions to the clerk or Chair in advance, or 
by requests to speak. All meetings are notified on the website and noticeboards as usual. The clerk will share online 
joining instructions on request. 
 

Annual Parish Meeting: 20 April at 6:30pm 
We were forced to cancel this last year due to the first lockdown. This year, we plan to hold this online on 20 April. Resi-
dents are welcome to join the meeting either online or by phoning in on the number below. We will present an update on 
Parish Council activity from the last year and a financial update. Local groups will be invited to join as usual. 
 

Topic: HPC Annual Parish Meeting 
Time: 20 April 2021 at 6:30pm 
Meeting ID: 935 2031 4347 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/93520314347 
 

Dial by your location 
0203 481 5240 
 

Addition to the War Memorial 
The Parish Council have received a request to add a name to the Memorial for Flying Officer F H Rickwood from Long 
Hanborough who was killed in a flying accident over Germany in 1955. Parish Council will be seeking planning permis-
sion and will add his name on the western side of the memorial 
 

MUGA and Outdoor Gym Area 
These were both closed at the time of writing but are due to be unlocked on 29 March. We have recently spent a great 
deal of money on cleaning, installing second gate, replacing vandalised panels and extending the height of the fence.  
The panels have cost thousands to replace, and we ask everyone to look out for anyone cutting holes in them. In the Pit 
area, council is looking into the feasibility of a pump track for cycling, new paths and an updated BMX/skate park. These 
will be considered along with other projects, such as a proposed path around the playing fields and the much discussed 
community centre. 
 

Ramp to the Pit 
This is bedding in well, although it continues to shed some gravel. This is to be expected, and it will settle in time. We 
will seed the area shortly. 
 

Hanborough Gate Playground 
This area was built by the developers Pye, and we are working with them to take ownership and responsibility for 
maintenance. The site is now open. 
 

Parish Grass Cutting: Much Reduced Cutting Regime 
Parish Council has agreed to reduce the number of cuts of verges to allow for re-wilding. This is part of a wider move 
being adopted by councils across the country to leave areas uncut between May and September. This is a benefit for 
wildlife and also cuts down on CO2 emissions by contractors. We also encourage residents who have traditionally cut 
their own verge to consider leaving them between May and September. We appreciate this will change the appearance 
of the parish and that not everyone will agree, but council hopes in time it will become the new norm. The plan will be to 
cut most areas only twice annually. Areas identified for visibility at junctions, recreation or accessibility reasons will con-
tinue to be cut monthly. 
 

Dogs, Dogs, Dogs! 
We love our four-legged friends, but if you own one, please ask them to respect other users in common areas. We still 
have dog mess to remove in the areas around the playground (dog mess is very dangerous for children and unpleasant 
for the rest of us). No dogs are allowed in the fenced area of either the games area or playground.  
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Ellen Armitage   Tel: 07775419512 
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com 

 

Paul Mowat Tel: 07557571836 
email: paul.mowat@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 

Jeff Borer   Tel: 882286 
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 

Niels Chapman (Chair)   Tel: 882932 
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 

Michael Franklin   Tel: 684549 
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com 

 

Rod Fraser   Tel: 880195 
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 

Officers of the Parish Council 
Jon Gammage: Clerk    

2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS 
Tel: 07909 514884         

email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 

Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer 
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and  

Allotments matters. 
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire, 

OX29 8FN   
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com 

Office Hours: 01993  773532,  Mobile: 0776 7020 290 

Rich Fuller   Tel: 880337 
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 

Penelope Marcus   Tel: 881312 
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com 

 

Steve Page   Tel: 359984 
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 

Kerry Scarlett   Tel: 881160 
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com 

 

Lucy Tritton   Tel: 881597 
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 

 
 
 

Assisting Hanborough Parish Council 
Liam Walker: County Councillor 

Tel : 07850 014350     
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

Merilyn Davies: District Councillor 
Tel: 07966 796178  

email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk 
 

Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor 
Mob: 07768 898914  
Home: 880689  

email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk 

                       Hanborough Parish Councillors 

Parish Council Website 
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can also 
contact us through the website for non urgent enquiries: www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 

Reporting Highway Problems 
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems. Councillors would 
like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it potholes, damaged signs, overgrown paths, etc. The 
site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary. The registered 
problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues. 
 

Planning 
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the de-
cision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site:  
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/ 
 

There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in your 
area. You can register at the following location:  
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/ 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 13 April 2020 online at 6:30pm. The Annual 
Parish Meeting will be on 20 April. An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the 
preceding Thursday. Members of the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or 
queries by prior written request to the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting, and joining 
instructions will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may change. 

mailto:peterbrittin7@gmail.com
mailto:nielschapman@email.com
mailto:lucytritton01@gmail.com
mailto:merilyn.Davies@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
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Please Note… 

• Due to the current emergency, some dates may 
change; please contact the event organiser to 
confirm.  

• Opinions expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough 
Herald, but are the views of the contributors. 

• Advertisements appearing in this publication are not 
endorsed nor specifically recommended by the 
Management Committee of the Hanborough Herald. 

• If you respond to an advertisement, please mention 
to the supplier that you saw their advertisement in 
the Hanborough Herald. 

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ? 
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you, 
they are available from the following locations: The Cy-
cle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage, 
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair 
Studio or online at:                          
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/  

A Warm Welcome to All New 
Residents 

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or 
Church Hanborough and have not yet received a 

‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can 
give one to you. 

This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and 
the pack contains information with contact numbers about 
things that go on in the villages and a map to help you find 

your way around. 
Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com  
 

Has a new family arrived near you? 
 

We would love to welcome them and give them a  
‘Welcome Pack’. 

 
If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com 

Hanborough Herald  Contact Details  
 
Editor: Tommy Begley   
hanboroughherald@gmail.com   
Tel: 07796 795207 
Advertising  Officer: Val Pankhurst 
advertshh@gmail.com   
Tel: 01993 882363  
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls   
Tel: 01993 881466 
Management Committee: All of the above plus: 
Chairman: Nigel James   
Tel: 01993 881711 
Treasurer: Michael Greenway  
Tel: 01993 357014 
Member: Jane Lewis   
Tel: 01993 883077 
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Waste & Recycling  
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/
jars.  
In GREEN weeks recycling, garden waste and food waste 
will be collected. 
 

In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be 
collected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to 
our depot via our new online form:  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin. 
*Unless Delayed by a Bank holiday 

14th & 28th April 

Thurs 8th* & Wed 21st April 

https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/
mailto:advertshh@gmail.com
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Upon Retiring as Parish Council Chairman 
 

I  look back on five years as Hanborough Parish Council’s chairman, and a total of 10 years as a councillor, with a sense of 
having plunged into the local community at a time of flux. I only had a few years to learn the ropes—in terms of plan-

ning—before Corpus Christi College submitted an application to build 68 new houses in a field on the east side of Church 
Road. My task was to limit the impact on our infrastructure and negotiate some mitigation. The outcome was a reduction to 
50 dwellings, of which 18 were to be affordable and available on a first-refusal basis for people with links to Hanborough, 
and we were to be given 1.8 hectares of the field. 
 

I thought I had achieved something, but I was soon taught a harsh lesson—namely, that parish councils have very little 
formal power. Oxfordshire County Council took possession of the 1.8h piece of land, albeit for the purposes of educational 
or recreational use by people resident in Hanborough. For a while, it was earmarked as a potential school site until the 
County deemed a completely new school too expensive and the plot too small. It will finally be handed over to the Parish in 
about a year’s time in a swap for what was our land along Hanborough Manor Primary School ’s southern border. This land 
swap has enabled upgrading and expansion of the school. 
 

As with many of its successful projects, the Parish Council would not have been in a position to match the resources of the 
parties with whom we were negotiating, had it not been for residents who made their expertise and connections available 
to us. My heartfelt gratitude goes to the land agent, the business analyst, the solicitor, and a long list of others who gave 
their time freely to brief me or put me in touch with somebody who could. I am also grateful to the non-expert residents who 
contributed their ideas when consulted and to those who talked a lot of common sense, even when I did not want to hear it!  
 

Parish Council funds for recreation projects (derived from what are known as Section 106 agreements) have accumulated 
steadily over the last five years; they now amount to more than £700,000. This money is held on Hanborough ’s behalf by 
West Oxfordshire District Council and can only be released for projects that meet criteria set out in our Terms and Applica-
tion document, as agreed with WODC. Several projects are under consideration: a new Community Centre building or a 
major refurbishment of the existing Village Hall-cum-Pavilion, an enhancement of The Pit (with a refurbished skate park, 
perhaps a pump track and/or a “learn to ride” circuit for youngsters), a community garden and a community orchard). Envi-
ronmental issues, including Nature Recovery, have become more prominent too. 
 

My message upon retirement is: please get involved at whatever level suits you. I have had an enjoyable time as a council-
lor, for which I give thanks, but find your own way. Make Hanborough greener, our community more cohesive, with enrich-
ment for all. 
 

Best wishes, 
Niels Chapman 
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FOR 18 TO 99 YEAR OLDS—EVERYONE  

WELCOME 
ENJOYABLE, WEEKLY, FREE, PEER-LED 

RUNNING GROUPS 

RETURNING: Wednesday 31st 
March, 6:30pm 

For info: HanFree-run@outlook.com 
https://www.strava.com/clubs/HanFree-Run 

Hanborough  
& Freeland Running Group 

A Climate Change Strategy for West Oxfordshire 
 

A t a meeting on 24 February West Oxfordshire District 
Council (WODC) approved a Climate Change Strategy 

for West Oxfordshire and a Sustainability Standards Check-
list for Planning. They are the result of 18 months of work 
by multi-disciplinary officers and directed by a Climate Ac-
tion Working Group comprising councillors from all parties.  
The Strategy sets out five areas of focus: (i) Protecting and 
restoring natural ecosystems, (ii) Energy, (iii) Active travel 
and low-carbon transport, (iv) New development standards 
and (v) Education and engagement, and provides a frame-
work for how the Council will achieve them over the next 
four years. The Council will report annually on progress 
made against the Strategy’s objectives. A copy of the Cli-
mate Change Strategy can be found on the website at: 
www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment/climate-action/
climate-change-strategy.  
Anyone wishing to find out more about what the Council is 
doing to address the climate emergency can subscribe to 
the Council’s quarterly Climate Action Bulletin. 
In November, Glasgow will welcome the UN’s Climate 
Change Conference, COP-26, that was postponed from 
last November due to the Covid-19 pandemic. In prepara-
tion, we can expect a raft of climate-related policy an-
nouncements from around the world, and it is good that the 
US President has appointed a Special Envoy for Climate to 
lead their efforts. 
Turning now to the Sustainability Standards Checklist for 
Planning, this is a tool with which the Council, as the local 
planning authority, will seek to promote sustainability within 
the confines of the National Planning Policy Framework. 
Recognising that local action is required in response to a 
global issue, the Council now expects developers and ap-
plicants to adopt the highest possible standards of energy 
and sustainable design to ensure new developments in 
West Oxfordshire are designed as fit for the future. The 
Checklist shows separately standards expected of major 
and minor planning applications, and officers will begin us-
ing it in the coming months. 
A national and local response to the Covid-19 global pan-
demic has further emphasised the cross benefits and inter-
relationships between public health and the natural environ-
ment. The Council aims to capture the positive lessons 
learned, recognise the value our communities put on the 
natural environment and embed climate action as a founda-
tion to our green recovery. To this end, achieving the high-
est environmental standards in all future 
development considerations has also 
been identified as a priority in the Coun-
cil’s Recovery Plan.  
If you have any questions about the 
above, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with me. You will find my contact 
details on Page 3. 
Cllr Alaa Al-Yousuf – District Councillor 

mailto:HanFree-run@outlook.com
https://www.strava.com/clubs/HanFree-Run
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Freeland Gardening Club 
 

As there is still no prospect of our Gardening Club meeting for another few months, all 
we as a club can do is to offer some advice on jobs in the garden that can be done at 
this time of year. Some of us think only of bulbs as the ones we plant in the autumn 
which flower the following spring like the thousands of daffodils planted by Garden 
Club members along Wroslyn Road. What a lovely welcome sight they are. Spring 
planted bulbs such as dahlias, lilies, nerines, and many others also offer a marvellous 
display. These can be planted in the ground or pots at this time of year. 
The many hanging basket plants are now in the garden centres, and these can be planted up and kept indoors till 
after the last frosts. Seeds can also be sown and pricked out, ready to go in the ground towards the end of April or 
early May. If you don’t grow seeds, there are many ready plants for sale in garden centres to grow on or plant out in a 
few months’ time. Try to buy or grow flowers that bloom at different times of the summer to give a continual display. 
Further pruning of spindly bits of rose bushes can be undertaken. Give the bushes a sprinkling of rose feed and 
mulch them with compost or manure. 
Fruit trees and bushes can be given a dose of Sulphate of Potash and a generous mulch around their roots.   
Weeds are growing in profusion, so either remove them or hoe them off before they start to flower. Many people have 
already started their veg planting of crops such as broad beans, onion sets, peas and many others, and the garden 
centres are getting in their veg plants. They sell out quite quickly, so buy them as soon as you see them there.  
Monty Don is advising us to not wage war on bugs in the garden, but to leave nature to balance these out even 
though there will be casualties. If your brassicas were eaten by white flies or cabbage white butterfly grubs, cover 
them with a very fine mesh to keep as many of these away from the plants. There are many ways of controlling slugs 
and snails other than slug pellets. He also advises leaving a section of your garden wild to encourage wildlife. Open 
flowers, such as single dahlias and the many daisies are very good for bees, etc. 
For anyone new to the village, we are a very friendly club who normally meet on the last Monday of the month in 
Freeland Hall to listen to many excellent speakers. Unfortunately Ray Evans, our Chairperson’s husband, has not 
been well and they are spending time with one of their sons. Do contact our Vice Chairperson Terry Jones on da-
vidjones30@talktalk.net for any further information. 
Janet Dalton (Secretary) 

Potential for New Oxford-Eynsham-Witney-Carterton Rail Link 
 

T he new Witney-Oxford Transport Group proposal for the 
Oxford-Eynsham-Witney-Carterton rail link has gotten 

cross-party support. The County Council voted unani-
mously to consider undertaking a feasibility study for the 
plans. WOTG is about to submit the plans to request funds 
for the study from the Department for Transport’s 
‘Restoring Your Railway Fund’. 
This is potentially very good news for Hanborough/
Freeland/North Leigh as the new rail link would profoundly 
diminish traffic along A4095 from Witney/Carterton and 
Eynsham/Garden Village to Hanborough Station. Fingers 
crossed! You can see the WOTG presentation at: 
https://witneyoxfordtransport.org.uk find ‘Google Earth 
version of our map’. If you want to have your say on this 
proposal, please take part in the survey:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
WitneyOxfordTransportGroup.  
So far, 97% of 750 respondents are in support of 
“exploring the potential of restoring a railway line that con-
nects the  communities of Carterton, Witney, Eynsham 
with Oxford”. 



8 

 

rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

Freeland District Girlguiding 
 

Freeland District Girlguiding 
covers the villages of Free-
land, Long Hanborough & 
North Leigh. 
 
Due to lockdown, all the 

Rainbow, Brownie and Guide units in Long Hanborough 
and North Leigh are currently running their meetings via 
Zoom.   
This last term in Long Hanborough, we covered Thinking 
Day, Mother’s Day by decorating plant pots, sowing seeds 
with the challenge to look after them & Easter Fun making 
an Easter basket for our eggs or other goodies.  
We have also looked at using braille as part of Communi-
cation Skills, as well as the usual quizzes and scavenger 
hunts, which are such fun on Zoom. A highlight of this term 
has been seeing Rainbows and Brownies make their prom-
ises and the giving out of awards gained even after a year 
of not meeting face-to-face. Well done, girls. 
Over the Easter holidays, the leadership teams will be dis-
cussing when to resume some form of face-to-face meet-
ings in accordance with the new guidance expected very 
soon. Whether the decision is to remain on Zoom for a 
while longer or to have a combination of outdoor meetings 
with Zoom, we will let parents know via our Facebook pag-
es and emails. 
If you are interested in registering your daughter to join 
Guiding for the first time when we can meet again or to join 
us now on Zoom, then please visit https://
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk/ or contact Wendy on 
01993 883120. We also cannot run our units without adult 
volunteers, so if you are interested in helping in any of our 
units, again, please contact Wendy. 

Hanborough Walking Group 

We are a very friendly and informal group who meet up on 
the third Sunday of the month and walk for approximately 
two hours. Some walks are local, and some may be a 
short car ride away. We do try to accommodate people’s 
different expectations of walk length. 
With the easing of the lockdown rules at the end of March, 
we are able to meet up in groups of six, observing the so-
cial distance rules. As long as this does not change, we 
will be able to meet for our first walk of 2021 on Sunday 18 
April at 2:00pm. We will email those on the email circula-
tion list with details about where the walk will start nearer 
the time.  
If you are not on the list and would like to find out more 
and get updates on walks, please contact: 
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or  
Ellen Armitage ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk 
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1st Hanborough  

Freeland Scout Group 
 

Our leaders, helpers 
and committee mem-
bers have all been busy 
holding meetings and 
working hard behind 

the scenes to ensure that we will be ready for face-to-
face meetings when the government decides to relax the 
current lockdown measures.  
In the meantime, though, we continue to operate online 
only.  
Our Cubs and Scouts groups meet regularly on Zoom 
on Wednesday evenings and have been enjoying a vari-
ety of activities such as treasure hunts, cooking, quizzes 
and games.  
Beavers continue to work on their badges independent-
ly, with help from parents and carers at home. They’re 
currently working on their health and fitness badge as 
well as progressing with a reading challenge.  
The Explorers group are patiently waiting until they can 
once again meet up outside, which hopefully will not be 
too much longer. 
We’ve had new volunteers join us recently, but we still 
need a few more to lend a hand. Our group is very ac-
tive, providing all kinds of wonderful experiences for 
young people in Hanborough and Freeland, and that is 
all down to our volunteers that keep everything going! 
To get involved, take a look at our website 
www.hfscouting.org.uk and get in touch via the con-
tact page or send an email to gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to 
express your interest. 
You do not need any previous experience of Scouting, 
but a love of working with young people is vital—and a 
sense of adventure! You will receive lots of help and 
support from our other group leaders and the Executive 
Committee, and training is provided.  

Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club 
 

Hello, readers. Here we are again with a little 
more positive outlook. We had a few beautiful 
sunny days at the end of February, at which point I think 
most of us with a garden were in it. It is lovely to see all the 
spring flowers appearing, and I picked a few crocus and put 
them in a little vase in the house. The club has not stood 
still. We had our AGM via Zoom on 1 March when quite a lot 
of members attended, and it was lovely to see them. Sadly, 
we were losing two of our hard-working committee members 
but grateful that two members of the club stepped forward to 
join the committee. After last month’s successful flower 
demonstration on Zoom by Emma Remington, we plan to 
have more. Our next Zoom demonstration will be by Graham 
King with the title ‘Live from the Shed’ on 12 April at 
7:00pm—the day we can all have a haircut, so we should all 
look and feel better for the evening demonstration! We con-
tinue to receive regular news from our Area Chairman who 
also passes on news she has received from HQ National 
Association of Flower Arranging Societies.  
If any readers would like to know more about the Flower 
Club, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01865 376587 

EST SINCE 1994.  

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING 
& 

CARPET CLEANING 
FULLY INSURED 

millbrookservices1@gmail.com 
TEL: 01235 511541   MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111 

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE 
Visit our webpage to view all other services: 

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk 

 

 
HWT Trustees are very aware that there may be some 
people in need as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic, 
and requests are invited at this time to cover emergencies 
by any individuals or families who live in Hanborough and 
may consider themselves and their need appropriate. 
Please do so by contacting either Gill Breakspear on gill-
breakspear@btinternet.com or Rev Nigel Knights Johnson 
on nigelknightsjohnson@gmail.com. If you do not have 
access to email or the internet, then please ring on 01993 
359572. 

Private Tutor Lessons at your home or mine. 
TEFL Qualified languages teacher offering Eng-
lish, French, Spanish or Japanese lessons. 
Alasdair on tours@iloveoxford.com  
Plus offering gardening or labouring help too. 
Sincerely Alasdair,  
07955482637 

mailto:gillbreakspear@btinternet.com
mailto:gillbreakspear@btinternet.com
mailto:nigelknightsjohnson@gmail.com
mailto:tours@iloveoxford.com
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Newsletter 31, Blustery March Gives Way to Sunny Days and April Showers 
 

Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA) 

C ountry sayings and 
popular lore are based 

on many years of experi-
ence of working the land 
in all seasons and weath-
ers. When it comes to 
April, there is a general 
consensus that if it 
“thunders on All Fool’s 
Day (1 April)” there will 

be good crops of corn and hay. So it is on the allotment. 
April showers, as the weather warms, are welcome, as 
these are the conditions that give seedlings a good start. 
That said, April can be a fickle month, and even as the 
days lengthen and temperatures rise, there can be sud-
den snaps of cold and even sleet and snow.  
For that reason, whilst you will be ‘champing at the bit’ to 
get seeds and plugs in the ground, be patient. Unless it is 
an exceptionally mild spring, as it was last year, it is better 
to sow later than lose early plantings to cold, damp soil. 
The weather this year isn’t looking promising for an early 
start. At this point in mid-March, it is much too cold and 
windy to even think of getting direct sown seeds under-
way. 
Putting some cover over the soil with fleece or cloches will 
help to start warming the soil, but it is better to be cau-
tious. Later sowings will catch up. 
Weeds, however, seem to romp away at the first hint of 
sun. There is another old saying “hoe when you can’t see 
a weed and you’ll never see a weed”, which is indeed 
true. Hoeing keeps the top soil broken up, and if done 
regularly, it will go a very long way to prevent weed seed 
germination Also, when it rains, a hoed surface will pre-
vent water from running off the top and being wasted.  
Once the weather and the ground are warm enough, there 
are many hardy vegetable varieties that can be sown di-
rectly into the ground such as Beetroot, Carrots, Chard,  
Kale, Kohl Rabi,  Spinach,  Rocket, Lettuce and Radish. 
Other vegetables such as Peas and Beans can also go in, 
but beware of the Mouse; they particularly love newly 
sown peas. For that reason, many people prefer to give 
Peas and Beans a head start in the greenhouse or on a 
windowsill. Leeks and the Brassicas, such as Brussels 
Sprouts, Cabbage and Cauliflower are definitely better off 
for being started under cover. Once they have achieved a 
decent size, it’s important not to rush headlong into get-
ting them into the ground. To give them the best chance 
of survival, it is essential to harden them off, as that accli-
matises them to cooler temperatures, lower humidity and 
increased air movement. This process takes about 2 to 3 
weeks. Put them outside in the day and bring them in at 
night until you are confident that they can stand up to 
night-time temperatures. A cold frame is useful, as you 
can open the lid in the day and close it at night.    
Potatoes—the aim is to get all your potatoes planted by 
the end of April. If it’s warm enough, plant out chitted early 
and second early potatoes in the first two weeks of the 
month and maincrop potatoes in second two weeks. If you 
are short of space on your allotment, you can use contain-

ers such as potato bags/sacks, large pots, stacked tyres 
or dustbins (with holes for drainage) as an alternative to 
planting in open ground. This works particularly well with 
first and second early varieties. If you are container grow-
ing, it is important to keep the tubers well watered as they 
grow. A couple of liquid seaweed feeds during the grow-
ing period will also be beneficial. It is worth noting that 
there are some advantages to growing potatoes in this 
way. Compost is a disease suppressor, so sowing in com-
post can be helpful in preventing the crop from succumb-
ing to the fungus Phtophthora infestans, also known as 
‘Blight’. Container-grown potatoes also means freedom 
from soil-borne pests and diseases such as eelworm and 
scab, a scourge for many who grow directly in the ground.  
 

For a useful information film on Growing Potatoes in Con-
tainers go to www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrcPaPtTzHc 
 

For those of you that like to grow flowers for cutting, this is 
the time to direct sow hardy annuals. Though again, wait 
until the soil has warmed up. There are a vast range of 
options and too many to list here. Favourites include Mari-
golds, Cosmos, Sunflowers, Love in a Mist and Cornflow-
ers. If you want to attract bees, beneficial insects and but-
terflies into your plot, a patch of Phacelia tanacetifolia will 
provide a wonderful haze of blue and a nectar and pollen 
resource. When it comes to sowing, hardy annuals like an 
open sunny site and do best on light soils. These are not 
usually too fertile and warm up earlier in the spring. Give 
the area you are putting your seeds into a good hoe to 
remove any weeds. Then tread to firm the soil and rake it 
over so that the surface is a fine crumb. If you plant in 
drills, rather than scatter seeds across the area, it will be 
easier to spot and remove any weed seedlings that ap-
pear.  
The Association welcomes new members. If you have a 
plot on Hanborough’s Cemetery Allotments and you would 
like to join the Association just email us at hanboroughal-
lotmentassoc@gmail.com. The benefits of joining the As-
sociation can be found on the allotment notice board. If 
you would like to rent an allotment, contact hanborough-
pcfinance@outlook.com or 01993 773532, Mobile 0776 
7020 290.  

Image source from cutcaster.com 

Image: Lyn May www.lynmay.co.uk 

https://www.lynmay.co.uk/
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Eynsham Medical Group Update  
as of 22 March 2021 
 
It is unlikely we will be holding any clinics for first vaccinations during April. We will update our patients 
as soon as possible when we have more information.  
We will be holding clinics for second vaccinations during April, and the Practice will be contacting pa-
tients directly with information regarding how to make appointments. Please do not call reception to ask 
for information. 

 

Some of you may have received a text recently encouraging you to sign up to the NHS app. We are working to make more 
services available to our patients through the app to improve accessibility. Here are some of the things you can do now on 
the NHS app: 
 

o    View and manage online surgery appointments  
o    Order prescriptions  
o    Fill in an online triage form to get advice from your doctor  
o    View and manage/book hospital and other appointments 
 

The existing Patient Access EMIS app will remain available should you wish to use it. 
 

Lastly, we are looking for medical professionals that are interested in becoming volunteer vaccinators. Recently retired 
(2015 onwards), can re-join the professional registers with ease. If you are interested, please email the practice on 
occg.emgadmin@nhs.net for more information and mark for the attention of Chloe. 
 

GOOD NEWS from the Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (JR, Churchill, NOC, Horton) 
 

Improvements to the Emergency Departments at both the John Radcliffe in Oxford and the Horton in Banbury have now 
been completed. Work had continued throughout the Covid-19 pandemic to ensure that these new facilities are available 
for their patients. 
 

The newly refurbished Majors’ area at the John Radcliffe, where patients who are seriously ill but not in a life-threatening 
condition are treated, includes five upgraded assessment bays and a new assessment room.  The Majors’ area at the Hor-
ton has been expanded with separate areas for adults and children. Four additional patient cubicles have also been added, 
including a dedicated infection control bay. 
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Hanborough Pre-School 
 

       Est. 1965     Charity No. 304309 
 

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming chil-
dren 2-5 years of age. Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for children aged three years or over and 15 
hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We provide a safe 
and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The sessions 
run Monday-Thursday during school term time, starting with the morning session 8:45-11:45am, lunchtime sessions 
where children can stay and have lunch are 11:45am-12:15pm and the afternoon session is 12:15-3:15pm. Fridays Pre-
School finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest School sessions on Friday mornings where the 
children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors. 
 

Prospective Children: Due to Covid-19, we are restricted on when we can have visits to the setting at moment. On our 
public Facebook page—Hanborough Pre-School—and our website, we have put together a little video of our Pre-School 
for you so you can have a virtual look around.  
 

Term 4: This term, the children at Pre-School have been practising and learning lots of different nursery rhymes—
singing them together, marching up and down hills, transporting water and exploring play using just their imaginations. If 
our Pre-School children appear to be holding an imaginary spider, packing a pretend lunch box for a fishing trip or pre-
paring items for a trip to the moon, just join in and enjoy the experience. They can take you away to all sorts of wonderful 
places. It’s a great way to explore new words, different worlds and helps their creative minds grow without needing 
props. 
 

The children have made the most of some beautiful sunny days. We have been making a bug hotel at the end of the al-
lotment—a safe haven for wildlife with nesting material for birds and a place where wild flowers can grow. As we dug our 
soil in preparation for planting, we saw the farmer plough the field. The children loved watching the tractor move up and 
down while the black-headed gulls followed the plough in search of worms.  
 

Thank you: We must say a huge thank you to Janet Whitcombe who has donated enough compost, pots and seed pota-
toes for each of our children to plant and grow their own pot of potatoes at home and enjoy their delicious crop. Thanks 
Janet! Finding potatoes in a pot you have grown yourself is always a wonderful surprise and a fantastic learning oppor-
tunity. 
 

Term Dates:   
Term 4: Monday 22 February 2021-Wednesday 31 March 2021 
Term 5: Monday 19 April 2021-Friday 28 May 2021 
Term 6: Monday 7 June 2021-Wednesday 21 July 201 
 

Current Fees up to Term 6 (July 2021): Morning (8:45-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15pm-3:15pm) are £15 per 
session. Lunchtime sessions (Monday-Thursday inc. 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2 per session. For details on what ses-
sions are currently available, please contact us for more information.   
Do contact us on the numbers below if you are thinking of booking a place for your child in the 2020/21 school year—as 
we now have a waiting list for some of the sessions, and the others are filling up very quickly—or email us for copies of 
our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com or download form our website. Remember to find and like us on Facebook to 
be updated on future events and news. You can also visit our website for more information:  
http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/ 

 

For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit: Call Lynda Leach (882503)         
               or the pavilion (883178) session times 
Administration             Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)  
   

Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated GOOD 
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COMPUTER HELP 
 

Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades. 

Digital Photos.   Virus Protection and Removal. 

 
                                         

Call or email me, Len Kehoe    phone: 01993 810125 

- Computer Science graduate     mobile: 07944 877437 
with over 30 years experience    email:    thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

       – based in Woodstock                web:     www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

 
 

Woodstock & District u3a 

The Branch has now had a run of increasingly well-
attended monthly speaker meetings online. Our March 
meeting, centring on family and its environment, heard Jeff 
Rozelaar recalling his upbringing in post-1945 East Lon-
don, while April promises Christine Cox on the Verney fam-
ily of Claydon House. Further ahead, the 4 May event 
sounds likely to open our eyes to the minutiae of horticul-
ture, with a retired entomologist revealing “All You Might 
Ever Need to Know About Slugs” (there's plainly more to it 
than ‘squash ’em’ or ‘sprinkle them with salt’). 
As I write, it looks likely those April and May meetings will 
continue to be online. After that, the picture is a tad  less 
certain. Our committee members and group leaders pore 
over the advice from national u3a Trust and from Downing 
Street, reproduced in the press, as to when, where, and in 
what numbers we might be able to meet for different activi-
ties. Like much emanating from that address, the answer is 
less than crystal clear, even when  illustrated—in my news-
paper, at least—with little pictures of the numbers permit-
ted for each activity (advice on nightclubs, rather oddly, 
shows a small boy and girl playing with a balloon). 
More positively, our Play Reading Group ponder a celebra-
tion of St. George's Day and Shakespeare's birthday (23 
April) with a brief outdoor reading from the bard's works.  
Let's hope the weather will be more As You Like It than  
The Tempest. Safely indoors, branch members enjoy ac-
cess to online events organised by u3a's regional arm 
Thames Valley Network (TVN), including talks on subjects 
ranging from Art and Photography to Ukulele playing and 
hard fought online quizzes. 
Detail of the Branch's activities at www.u3asites.org.uk/
woodstock.   

Europe-philes Language Exchange Club Proposed in Long 
Hanborough 
 

We plan to arrange a weekly evening drinks social meet up 
in local pub for anyone wishing to socialise over a beer in 
French, German, Spanish, other languages. Free events—
just buy drink/s from pub.  
Contact Alasdair on tours@iloveoxford.com  

And Another Thing... 
 

There are some things I have to get off my chest, 
It's those little things that really offend, 
There's more serious stuff in the world I confess, 
But they really make the red mist descend. 
 

So what is it that conspires to cause me distress? 
Well, logic defying sports people who give 110%,  
Endless action replays while the game is in progress! 
Local news telling me about choppy waters in the Solent. 
 

Mime artists forever trapped in glass boxes, why?  
The last track on every copy of a CD called a bonus, 
DJs interrupting a classic song just to say Hi! 
Footballers in agony then suddenly ok 'cos no-one's noticed. 
 

H pronounced Haitch instead of Aitch really annoys me? 
The dictionary is quite clear that its Aitch every day, 
Documentaries that keep telling what I'm about to see, 
And selfish unauthorised parking in disabled bays. 
 

The epidemic of theatrical coughing when the lights go down, 
Critics who seem to dislike every film they review, 
Casual swearing, idling cars when there's no one around, 
Mind numbing surveys asking how was the experience for you? 
 

People who confuse conversation with a monologue, 
McCartney simply having a wonderful Christmas time, 
Drivers who can clearly see round bends in the fog, 
Poems that try too hard to rhyme. 
 

There's the film you've enjoyed when the credits begin, 
Where the shouty woman yells stuff over the music, 
And no point waiting to find out who was in it, 
Because the names are squished and microscopic. 
 

Small talk that goes on a bit too long, 
People who go shopping in their dressing gown, 
And did I say that H as Haitch is just plain wrong? 
I'll be alright soon, I'm just off for a lie down. 
 

from divalde 
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Traditional cakes, traybakes, biscuits, scones. GF / vegan options 
Cream tea boxes. Treat size boxes (4 slices) Unique gifts. Gift 

Vouchers 
Contact Rachel 01993 881867 

hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com 
Find me on Facebook 
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They generally feed at night, grazing on vegetation and the bark 
of young trees and bushes. Hares live for about three to four 
years. The females produce three or four litters a year, each of 
two to four young, known as leverets. 
The saying “Mad as a March Hare” has been around for hun-
dreds of years. The Hares are not mad of course. March is right 
in the middle of the hares’ breeding season. This means that 
male hares are looking for female hares to mate with. The males 
chase females, but if the females don’t want their attention that’s 
when the boxing starts! She can pack quite a punch, too 
(though it’s more of a wallop), and the fur will fly. It is possible to 
see Hares locally, as they are found in some of the more remote 
fields near Hanborough. If you are lucky, you may see them 
haring about and boxing.    
 
 
 

Sadly, Hare numbers have declined substantially since the be-
ginning of this century. There are both economic and environ-
mental reasons for this. By necessity, many farmers have had to 
maximise crop production, such that modern arable farms now 
provide little or no food for hares in late summer and autumn, 
and livestock farms have few crops for them to hide in. Modern 
farm machinery and pesticides also kill many hares. Added to 
this, there are now many more foxes in the countryside than 
there were a hundred years ago, and the Hare, along with the 
Rabbit, makes is a good meal for a hungry fox. On a more posi-
tive note, the hunting of Hares has been illegal since 2002. 
There is also an increasing recognition in many sectors that 
land management practices are highly destructive to ecosys-
tems and that there is a need for significant change. Achieving 
change isn’t easy, it will take commitment, money and both pub-
lic and private support to be successful. Let’s hope for the Hares 
and all the declining wildlife out there that change will happen— 
and soon. In the meantime, if you are lucky enough to see a 
Hare, enjoy every moment. They are truly beautiful, and many 
believe, mystical creatures of myth and legend.  

                    By a Country Girl  

Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats 

M arch … 
 

Based on the meteorological calendar, the first day of spring 
is 1 March, not that it has felt much like spring so far this year. 
It’s been cold with little in the way of sunshine. In rural lore, 
these conditions signal that it’s a ‘Blackthorn Winter’. This 
does not bode well for the weather ahead, as a Blackthorn 
Winter is traditionally a spell of cold weather in early April 
which coincides with the blossoming of the Blackthorn 
(Prunus spinosa) in hedgerows. The Blackthorn or Sloe, as 
you may know it, is already out, so to be on the safe side, it is 
best to keep an extra layer or two to hand if you are planning 
to go out of the house. There isn’t an official start to spring, 
but the Vernal equinox, when day and night are of equal 
length, was 21 March this year, and for many that was the 
point that marked the start of spring.   
In the hedgerows and woods, the evidence of spring is ap-
pearing everywhere. As the Snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis) 
exit stage left, coming in swiftly stage right are the Primroses 
(Primula vulgaris), Wood Anenomes (Anemone nemorosa), 
Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and the fresh green 
leaves of unfurling Wild Arums (Arum maculatum) (all pictured 
below). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The dawn chorus is also increasingly noticeable as birds, typi-
cally the male birds, are either singing to defend a breeding 
territory, trying to attract a mate, or calling in the flock. If you 
want to hear it at its best, then choose an early morning with 
fine, clear weather and little wind. Late April through to early 
June are the best months, as this is when most species are 
singing really well. If getting out near dawn isn’t an option, 
then you can listen to a recording at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wWLK2gu_Krk&t=4637s.  
Perhaps the most iconic species of spring though, is the Euro-
pean Hare (Lepus europaeus), also known as the Brown 
Hare. It is native to Europe and parts of Asia and is one of the 
largest hare species adapted to temperate, open country. 
Hares are thought to have been introduced into the UK in Ro-
man times (or possibly during the Iron Age). Hares don’t dig 
burrows as Rabbits do, but shelter in forms, which are shallow 
depressions in the ground or grass. When disturbed, they can 
be seen bounding (haring) across the fields, using their pow-
erful hind legs to propel themselves forwards, often in an eva-
sive zigzag pattern. Hares are Britain’s fastest land animal 
and when up and running, can reach speeds of up to 45mph. 

Image: Two Hares – Jackie Morris 

Image: Jackie Morris 
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HANDY MAN SERVICE 
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower resealants 

Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs & 
carpentry 

 

CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or  
Email:  dasdecandbuild@gmail.com  

An Express Coach That Arrived 

Two Hours Early 
 

T he Greyhound route map 
dates from the late 1950s or 

1960s. It is mounted on the 
wall in the express coaches 
display in the Main Bus Muse-
um. 
There were two greyhound 
services through Oxford in the 
1960s. In summer 1964, one 
Greyhound service left Victoria 
Coach Station at 11:15, called 
at Oxford at 14:06 and went on 
to Marlborough at 15:52 before 
calling at Devizes, Trowbridge, Frome, Wells, Winscombe 
arriving in Weston Super Mare at 19:44. It was a pretty 
route, but not fast.   
 For the reverse journey, the Bristol Greyhound service left 
Weston at 09:30, arriving in Marlborough at 12:54 where it 
observed a lunch break before proceeding via Swindon to 
Oxford 15:18, then up the A40, calling at all towns, arriving 
in Victoria Coach Station at 18:04. 
The writer’s aunt regularly caught this coach in Winscombe 
at 09:50 and expected my father to meet her in Victoria at 
18:04 after her eight hour coach ride. 
At Marlborough, the coach met the 10:05 coach from Wes-
ton that travelled on the more direct route via Bristol and 
Bath. After lunch, this coach went up the A4 and arrived in 
Victoria at 16:29, 1½ hours before the Oxford coach.  
If there was space, London passengers could change onto 
the faster coach and arrive earlier than expected. Indeed, 
on busy days extra reliefs ran non-stop from Marlborough 
to Victoria, via the M4 so passengers arrived over two 
hours earlier than expected.  
In those days, there were no mobile phones, so my aunt 
had to wait until she reached Victoria, find a telephone box, 
and ring my father to say she was early and ask him to 
pick her up.  

mailto:dasdecandbuild@gmail.com
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM 
 

Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, 
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor 

Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our Priest. All are welcome. 
    Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR     Phone: 01865 881613     Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 
 
 

 

Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and Sunday 10:00am. 
The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email                     
stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com 
Please check the website or call Fr Mark for information regarding issues caused by the pandemic.  

Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland  
 

Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, the churchwardens and clergy have made the difficult decision to suspend 
collective worship in our churches until further notice.   

St Mary the Virgin, Freeland is open for private prayer from 9:00am-4:00pm on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 
We continue to hold services on Zoom at 10:00am every Sunday 

You are welcome to join us.   
For further details please email administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

T he world feels a different place from when I last wrote an article for the parish magazine 
back in January at the very peak of the latest wave of the pandemic. Cases were skyrocket-

ing, and the vaccine rollout had only just begun. But now, it feels like there is some kind of 
light at the end of the tunnel, with the vaccination rollout progressing rapidly and schools reo-
pening. Yet, by and large, we remain pretty firmly in some sort of lockdown and are likely to 
do so for weeks, perhaps months to come—especially with regards to household mixing.  
For now, pretty much everything is shut, including our church buildings, but the church com-
munity here at Hanborough and Freeland remains very much open. 
As you may be aware, our 10:00am Sunday morning church services moved online to Zoom 
many months ago, and are very well attended. As when the buildings are open, our Zoom ser-
vices are open to all visitors. If you would like to join us at 10:00am on a Sunday morning, you 
can simply visit the home page of our website at hanboroughparish.co.uk, and you will see 
the Zoom link right there, plus a link to download the order of service. If you haven ’t been to 
church for a long time or are even worried about coming to church in a building and not know-
ing what to do, then joining us for the first time on Zoom from the comfort of your home might 
be ideal for you! We would absolutely love to have you join us, and for me this would also be 
a great way to meet members of our community.  
At the end of the Zoom service, anyone who wishes to stay is welcome to join a “breakout 
room” room for “coffee” and a chat. 
As things permit, our church buildings will of course begin to open up, but our 
arms remain well and truly open to our community as we look to, we pray, a 
new and freer future ahead. 
With much love in Christ Jesus, 
Rev Steve Stewart,  
Rector, Hanborough and Freeland 

A Letter from Our Rector 

mailto:administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
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April Report 
 

The club had a very interesting talk in March given by Hugh 
Warwick called “Linescapes”. The talk was about how linear 
landscape features affect the ecology of plants and animals. 
Some of these, for instance canals, could be seen as benefiting 
the landscape as they cut across sometimes isolated river sys-
tems. Hedgerows are also important as wildlife highways and 
refuges, including birds and insects, but others such a HS2 with their fenced-in rail tracks are seen as detrimental, 
as they act as a hefty physical barrier to animal movement. The talk ended with a group discussion about how HGC 
members could improve the local environment, ending with questions about how to develop the village verges into a 
more natural environment by greening and wildflower seeding. As I write, the subject of greening the village verges 
is being followed up by the committee, along with the Parish Council, who are actively in the process of developing a 
schedule for the development of verges for wildlife diversity. We hope to be able to contribute to this project and will 
inform members accordingly.  
The group are continuing organising future talks and visits with the view that we’ll be able to meet in person soon. 
Our next meeting is Thursday 27 May. Plan A is to hold it in the Recreational Hall (if not, we ’ll resort to Plan B on 
Zoom as before). The talk will be given by Tim Healey, called “The Green Man Trail in Oxfordshire”. Tim will tell us 
about the history and significance of this iconic sculpture seen on churches and as garden decoration throughout 
Oxfordshire. We look forward to seeing you all then.  
The HGC website is updated regularly with news, as is the Grow for Hanborough Facebook page. Please use the 
HGC website contact button to get in touch.  
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2590086271237013/ 

 

 
 
 
Michael, Linda, Sue and Jenny announce with great sadness the passing away of Janet Taylor 
on 23 January 2021. Janet moved from Combe in 1979 to be landlady of The Swan in Long Han-
borough for 20 years until she retired with Mike in 1999 and remained in the village. Janet loved 
her time at the pub, with its large beer garden and weekly BBQs. In recent years, Janet enjoyed 
her visits to the Elderberries, where she enjoyed a lunch and a chat with fellow members. We 
would like to thank all who have sent cards and messages of condolence. 

 
 
 
Janet Amos (née Greenway), born 2 January 1938, was married to Paul Amos. 
Janet was the only daughter of Edith and Cyril Greenway, and for her early years 
lived on Main Road, Long Hanborough. She went to primary school in Church 
Hanborough, then to secondary school in Woodstock. At the age of 15, she went 
to work in the accounts office of Witney Blankets, and then moved to work at 
Comptons, maker of hats for the military and police. From there, Janet went to 
work for the NAAFI and, whilst working in the NAAFI at RAF Halton, in 1961, she met Paul, but they lost contact. Ja-
net returned to Oxford to work as a telephonist at the Department of Employment and went on to be an Admin Assis-
tant and stayed there until she retired. Janet and Paul met up again in 1980 and were married in 1992. In 2005, they 
moved back to Hanborough where she lived until her death on 17 February 2021. The picture shows Janet ’s cortege 
on its way to Church Hanborough for her funeral. 

 

West Oxon Wills & Probate. Lasting Powers of 
Attorney, Property Trusts, Pre-Paid Funeral 
Plans, Equity Release.  
Free advice. Phone or Home appointments. 
01993220281 07769730616  
westoxonwills@uwclub.net 

Janet Taylor 

1941-2021 

Janet Amos 
1938-2021  
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“M iss, Miss, I found one!” 
Edith Langford smiled at the small child holding a painted egg and said, 

“Excellent!” for what felt like the thousandth time. Perhaps she and Mrs. Lundy had been 
too enthusiastic in organising the Longborough Easter egg hunt. They seemed to have 
hidden hundreds of the things. 
Around her, parents temporarily relieved of duty chatted in the sunshine. Lady Elrington 
circulated amongst them, showing off her new protégés—an artist from London and his 
composer friend who were renting a cottage on her estate. Meanwhile, her husband had 
cornered the vicar in a discussion of horses that looked like it would last quite some 
time. 
Edith was considering coming to the rescue when she felt a tug on her sleeve. 
“Miss, look what I found!” A little girl danced around her excitedly, holding up her egg. 
“Isn’t it pretty?” 
Edith stared, blinked, then stared again. It was certainly very pretty. It was also made of 
gold and encrusted with rubies and emeralds. 
“A Faberge egg…” she breathed. She’d read about them last autumn when an exhibition of Russian imperial jewels came 
to London. “Susie, where did you get this?” 
Susie pointed proudly to a corner of the churchyard, where something glinted in the weeds. It was a battered toolbox, prob-
ably left to the elements when the old gardener died last year. His replacement, a young and careless individual, angered 
all the church ladies with his treatment of the hedges. No wonder he’d left this toolbox to rust in the rain. 
It was the last place you’d expect to find a priceless treasure. 
“You’ve found something very important,” said Edith. “We should show it to the vicar.” 
Susie skipped excitedly to where the vicar was embroiled in a new discussion with Lady Elrington. 
“We found a treasure!” she exclaimed, interrupting the lady’s hedge-related woes. She held up the egg. 
“Incredible,” murmured the vicar. “But I’ve never seen it before. Should we inform the police?” 
“Wait!” Lady Elrington peered at the egg and nodded. “You’re not going to believe this, but I know whose egg this is.” 
 

*** 
An unusual group gathered in Lady Elrington’s drawing room that evening to discuss the mystery egg. Detective-Sergeant 
Anderson smiled at Edith across their coffee cups. Next to him, a severe-looking woman in her fifties and a languid young 
man cast disapproving glances around them. They were apparently the Countess Orloff and her son, with whom Lady El-
rington was acquainted through London society. On Edith’s other side, Mrs. Lundy—never one to be left out of anything—
stared in awe at the Russian nobles. 
Lady Elrington turned to her guests of honour. 
“Maria Nikolaevna, Ivan Vassilyevich—” she pronounced their names with the pride of an English person who’d mastered a 
foreign language, “thank you for joining us on such short notice.” 
The countess nodded. 
“You find my Faberge egg. I thank you. But vy I cannot take it home?” 
DS Anderson cleared his throat. 
“I’m afraid it’s not that simple, ma’am. This egg disappeared from the Royal Society’s exhibition last December—a particu-
larly clever heist, I must say. The investigation is still ongoing, and the egg is evidence.” 
The countess frowned. 
“Egg is my property, no? You have letter from me in Paris, vich I send with egg to exhibition.” 
“That’s right, ma’am.” 
“Two veeks later, I follow, and vot do I find? My precious egg is stolen, and police have no clue. And now finally it is re-
stored, and police vant to take it!” 
“Outrageous!” put in her son. 
“I’m very sorry, ma’am,” Anderson said diplomatically. “But I assure you it will be safe in police custody.” 
The countess huffed. 
“Like it vos safe in your so-called Royal Society? Zis egg is more than trinket. All my father’s possessions were destroyed 
by revolutionaries. They burnt our home! Even his dear balalaika, which he played to me when I vos little girl—gone. Egg is 
only heirloom I have left!” 
She looked close to tears, and her son patted her arm soothingly. Anderson cast Edith a glance that said “help!” 
“Perhaps if we figure out how it got to Longborough, we can solve the mystery,” Edith suggested. 
“Vy don’t you ask those two men?” The countess pointed out the window. “Alvays they skulk about! When I vos last here at 
Christmas, they skulk. Now they skulk again!” 
Edith turned to the window, in time to see Lady Elrington’s tenants retreating down the path. Had they really been eaves-
dropping? 
“I don’t think—” Lady Elrington spluttered. “They’re friends of mine. James is an artist, and Derrick is a composer.” 
“James Avery?” asked Anderson quickly. 
“That’s right.” 
“The CID interviewed him at the time of the heist. He’d been hanging around the exhibition and for a while was a suspect. 
Same with his friend.” 
“No!” Lady Elrington looked aghast. The countess jumped to her feet. 
“You mean you harbour thieves?” she thundered. “You are no friend, you are vorse than Lenin! If only my husband, my 
dear Vladimir, vas here—vy he’d never—” she broke down into sobs. 
“Outrageous!” repeated her son, putting an arm around his mother. 

The Mystery  
Egg 

Daria Davis 
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Anderson waved his hands feebly, trying to calm the situation. 
“I’ll talk to those two myself,” he said. “Perhaps Scotland Yard missed something.” 

*** 
“So both men were here at Christmas,” said Edith, as they all trooped down the path to the cottage. 
Anderson nodded. 
“They had the opportunity to hide the egg. Maybe now they’ve come back for it.” 
They were soon crowded into the sitting room of the cottage, which was curiously devoid of art supplies of any kind. 
“I wish we could help you, Detective.” James Avery shrugged nonchalantly. “But we’ve done nothing more than go to an 
exhibition and then visit here at Christmas.” 
“When we learned that Lady E had a cottage to rent, we decided to come back in the spring,” added Derrick Masters. 
“And perhaps you’ve been strolling around the churchyard, too?” asked Anderson sternly. 
“I take my constitutional there,” said Derrick, “but so do many people.” 
Edith didn’t miss the way his eyes shifted nervously, nor the sharp glance James cast her when she said: 
“You don’t seem to have many painting supplies.” 
“I work in a sketchbook,” he replied tersely. 
Edith and Anderson exchanged hopeless glances. There was clearly something off here, but the lack of evidence was 
staggering. 
“Well, thank you for your time, ” Anderson said, defeated. 
“Vot, that is it?” Countess Orloff pushed her way to the front, her face flushed with anger. “You let them go just like zat?” 
“Outrageous!” echoed her son. Edith wondered if it was the only English word he knew. 
“Now ma’am—” 
“No you listen to me!” The countess was fairly shaking with rage. “Revolution destroy my home, my country! Russian Em-
pire stand for one thousand years before Communists come and take everything, and now—” 
And suddenly Edith knew. 
“And now, it’s time to stop pretending,” she told the countess, who trailed off in mid-sentence. 
“I don’t understand—” she began, but Edith shook her head. 
“You’re no more Russian than I am,” she said sternly. “I could half-believe that your father played the balalaika, although it 
was the instrument of the common people, and would be a bit like Her Ladyship doing the Highland Fling.” 
Anderson made a choking noise. 
“But,” Edith continued, “if your husband was Vladimir, why is your son Ivan Vassilyevich — not Ivan Vladimirovich? That’s 
how Russian names work, isn’t it?” 
The countess went pale. 
“And when you said the Russian Empire was a thousand years old, even though it was founded by Peter the Great in 
1721, I knew for sure you were no Countess Orloff.” She turned to Anderson. “If you wire Paris, you’ll probably discover 
that the real countess never left France!” 
The so-called countess tried to back away and found her arm firmly in Mrs. Lundy’s grip. 
“Forget it, Alfie,” she said to her son, who was edging toward the door. “They’ve got us now.” And unsurprisingly, she didn’t 
have a trace of accent. 

*** 
“Well I never!” Lady Elrington shook her head in wonder as Constable Horn led the two away. “Just common thieves, who 
didn’t know as much about Russia as they thought.” 
Edith laughed. 
“It’s lucky we did Russian history last term.” 
“Always good to have a teacher on hand,” smiled Anderson. 
The lady turned to her artistic friends. “And to think we almost accused you two of being impostors!” 
“I’m afraid you’re in for another shock, Lady Elrington,” said Edith. James grinned. 
“I don’t know how this young lady knows everything,” he said, “but it’s true.” He dug a piece of paper out of his pocket and 
held it up. “Soviet Agent Isayev, at your service. My colleague from your government,” he nodded at Derrick, “has been 
helping me track down the rightful property of the Russian peo-
ple. Once the investigation is over, I will contend in court that 
the egg belongs to the USSR.” 
Lady Elrington had no more exclamations left. She simply 
dropped into a chair and shook her head, dazed. Mrs. Lundy 
patted her arm and tutted disapprovingly at the young people. 
“It’s a lot to take in,” she remonstrated, “that four of one’s ac-
quaintance who aren’t who they say they are!” 
“At least you foiled a theft, Your Ladyship,” said Derrick en-
couragingly. 
“And helped restore the property of the people,” added James. 
“Now we’ve talked about this—” Derrick started. 
“The law of the USSR is clear—” James interrupted. 
Anderson steered Edith out of the cottage. 
“What a headache,” he grumbled. Edith smiled. 
“A jewel heist, false identities, an international dispute… This 
was certainly an Easter egg hunt to remember!” 
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup, est. 1984) provides a 
high standard of pre-school education for children aged 2-5 years old. We help children to develop 
and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting, which was opened in April 2019. Our pre-school 
enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transition for your child into the Foundation 
Stage of primary school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our Forest Rangers 
sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is committed to safe-
guarding, and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the children.  

 

Sessions run Monday-Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy) 
 

Full day: 8:30am-3:15pm £35     
Lunch Club: 11:30am-12:15pm £4    
AM session: 8:30-11:30am £20 
PM session: 12:15-3:15pm £20 
We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 
year olds. 
 

What Have We Been Up To? 
 

Welcome Back: With the declining numbers of Covid in our area and the Government’s decision for 

school’s to re-open on 8 March, all of our children have now safely returned to Pre-School and we could-
n’t be happier! It is lovely to be back learning and having fun together again. Thank you to all our families 
for their continued support over what has been a really tricky time for everyone. 
 

World Book Day: 4 March 2021 was a very special day at Hanborough Meadows 
Pre-School—World Book Day! The children decided they would like to have a 
pirate themed World Book Day celebration this year. They shared pirate stories 
and brought books from home to read with their friends. They enjoyed a special 
pirate picnic and even walked the plank—watching out for the sharks of course. 
 

Question: What is a pirate’s favourite letter?? Answer: R…... No, it be the C! 
 

Mindful Morning: The children recently enjoyed a Mindful Morning, which they found so beneficial. They practiced 
some mindful breathing, stretching and movement to promote relaxation and a calm start to the day.  
 

Spring Has Sprung: With spring well and truly on its way, we are busy planning our veggie patches this year and developing 

our garden with a new mud kitchen and additional space for planting. The children will be preparing the soil, planting 
seeds, bulbs and plants and taking care of them as they grow. If anyone has any vegetable plants or herbs that they can 
spare, they would so gratefully received and well cared for. We are also very happy to have Griffin Gardens working with 
us to help maintain and develop our outdoor space—thanks to Zuzi and Mark for their hard work so far! 
 

Upcoming Events and Activities 
We have continued to develop our topic of ‘Global Explorers’, and the children have been learning all about the continent 
of Africa. They have so far loved listening to and watching videos of African music and even made their own African drums 
to accompany their dancing. They also made their own African-style necklaces, look-
ing at lots of pictures to then design and create their own using different patterns, 
shapes and decorations. 
 

Easter: Having made beautiful cards and salt-dough decorations as gifts for Mother’s 

Day, we are now making preparations for Easter. The children will be enjoying their 
Easter party including our traditional egg hunt, and we are also holding our first Egg 
Decorating Competition. We would like to say a massive thank you for the generosity 
of Co-Op Long Hanborough. They have been kind enough to donate a considerable 
amount of chocolate goodies for the children to enjoy after such a tough year. 
 

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:  
Waiting List for September 2022: 
All of our sessions from September 2021-22 are now completely full, and we are taking registration for places from Sep-
tember 2022. To avoid disappointment, please contact our manager Kelly ASAP by emailing hanboroughmeadowsmanag-
er@gmail.com. We can offer pre-arranged, socially distanced visits to the setting after hours. Please take a virtual tour of 
our lovely Pre-School on our Facebook Page or website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also 
view our prospectus and to find out more.  
 

Our address is: 33 Norridge Way,  
Vanbrugh Meadows,  
Long Hanborough, OX29 8FL    
Phone number: 01865 689 015 
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news, information and events. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in 
touch.  
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful. You can either visit the ‘Get In-
volved’ page on our website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526.  

http://www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.ukl
https://gf.me/u/x5h526
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Kids’ Corner 
Wind Turbines 

BLADES 

COIL 

CREATE 

DRIVE SHAFT 

ELECTRICITY 

ENERGY 

GEAR SYSTEM 

GENERATOR 

HUBS 

MAGNETS 

MOVE 

RAPIDLY 

ROTOR 

SPINS 

TRANSFER 

TURBINE 

WIND 

WIRE 

 

Wind turbines create 
electricity by using 
wind energy. We can 
see how wind spins the 
blades, but exactly 
how does that create 
electricity? For wind 
turbines, it's what's on 
the inside that counts. The blades are connected at the 
centre to a rotor. When the blades spin, the rotor spins, too. 
A drive shaft and gear system are connected to the rotor 
inside the wind turbine. These parts transfer, or move, the 
wind energy to the generator, where electricity is created. 
Inside the generator, there are magnets wrapped around a 
coil of wire. When the wind moves the blades and rotor, the 
gear system rotates and moves the magnets rapidly, or 
very quickly, around the wire. This creates electricity! The 
electricity is then transferred from the wind turbine to elec-
tricity hubs, which connects homes and businesses to an 
electricity source.  
 

 
https://earthandhuman.org/how-does-wind-turbine-generate-electricity/ 
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/simple-paper-pinwheel-craft-1250766 
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/energyexplained/episode-8-renewables/  

Make a Pinwheel 

You Will Need:  
  

Scissors  Pencil  Ruler  1 Piece Square Paper   
1 Wooden Skewer  1 Drawing Pin  Masking Tape  

 

Instructions: 
  

1. Mark the centre of the paper using the ruler and pencil. 
2. Using the ruler and pencil, draw 
a diagonal line from each corner of 
the paper halfway to the centre. If 
you are using patterned paper, 
draw the lines on the white side. 
3. Cut along the lines you just 
drew. 
4. Fold alternate points to the cen-
tre and secure them to the back of 
the paper with the drawing pin. 
5. Attach the wooden skewer with 
the drawing pin. 
6. Cover the point of the drawing 
pin with masking tape to protect 
little fingers. 
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The Hanborough Churches 
He is not here for HE IS RISEN as He said, come, see the place where the Lord lay. 

Matthew Ch 28 v 6 
 

The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the Community and will be praying for a part of 
the village’s community each month. In April, the focus of prayer will be on Hurdeswell, Millwood Vale, Slatters Court, 

Langford Way and Gessy Close. 

 

Methodist Church  

Services 
April 

                             
  

It is not known yet whether our Methodist Church Services for April will be held virtually on Zoom or in 
church. If you would like to join us, please contact either: 

Nigel James: 01993 881711 
Or Gill Breakspear: 019930883914 

 

April 
 

                                                                1st   17:00pm       Rev Charles Harris 
                                                                                                 Maundy Thursday (Church)  
                                                                2nd  10:00am       Mr David Sarbutts 
                                                                                                 Good Friday (Zoom)  
                                                                4th   10:00am       Rev Richard Donoghue  
                                                                                                 Easter Sunday (Zoom) 
                                                                11th 10:00am       Rev Charles Harris (Church) 
                                                                18th 10:00am       Mrs Jenny Bywater (Church) 
                                                                25th 10:00am       Rev Fred Ireland (Church) 
                                                                 

 

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister, please contact either: 
 

Minister: Rev. Fred Ireland (01993) 867301 
Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 Mobile:07365325522 

Letter from Our Associate  Minister 
 

  

D ear Friends, 
I had not anticipated continuing to write articles for the 

Herald once our new Minister Rev. Fred Ireland arrived in 
Long Hanborough, but I have been asked by both he and 
the editor to do so. Rev. Ireland and I will do a month 
apiece in rotation. Rev. Ireland has numerous additional 
duties, including being the chaplain at the young offender 
centre in Aylesbury. Rev. Rose Westwood continues to be 
the Circuit Superintendent, and she will be based in Chip-
ping Norton. 
This month, we celebrate Easter, one of the major Chris-
tian festivals. A time to remember the last week of Jesus’s 
human life, including the Last Supper, The Crucifixion, and 
The Resurrection. The celebration is not about baby 
chicks, fluffy bunnies and eggs, although all are appropri-
ate symbols of new life. In the case of the egg, it repre-
sents the tomb from which Jesus gloriously emerged. I 
used to love as a child removing the chocolate contents 
and thinking of that first Easter morning. Sadly, commercial 
interests find it more expedient to provide air, or a toffee 
bar sat along side the egg. The Resurrection is a hard 
thing to grasp. I can understand why some people find it 
difficult. If you wander around any graveyard or cemetery, 
you see endless headstones of people long since gone. 
Some of the stones are very old and indecipherable. Also, 

you can see many newer graves with poignant words or 
images. My own wife and numerous relatives have just a 
stone to mark their place. 
Life passes too quickly for most. We study hard and 
achieve whatever we achieve. We have relationships if we 
are privileged to, possibly a family, employment, home, 
friends, joys, sorrows, laughter, pain… but it all passes. 
Why? The world is a place of creativity, a place with much 
beauty. It seems unreasonable to suppose it is all for noth-
ing. 
Many billions of people around the globe over centuries of 
existence have looked beyond themselves. How? Why? 
What? When? The Cosmos is vast, and we are small 
specks within it. The mystery of life impels us to look out-
side of our own feeble shell. There is so much we don’t 
understand! Much of it is amazing and wonderful! I think 
it’s like the unseen part of an iceberg—we only see the tip; 
so much is hidden. We have found out some things, but 
there a huge number of unanswered questions. Where do 
the black holes in space go? What, if anything, is beyond 
them? Does the universe really just go on and on? Are 
there living beings on other planets? We simply do not 
know. This mystery makes me realise that God cannot be 
contained in our doctrines, creeds and formularies, howev-
er helpful they may be. 
For me, I can best explain why I believe from my own per-
sonal experience. Theology and scripture set the parame-
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                           A Job Done Well: 
            Carpentry, furniture assembly 
            Doors hung, door locks fitted 
            Curtain rails and blinds fitted 
            Gutters cleared; fencing                          
            Painting and decorating 

Rob Atkinson 
Property maintenance & high quality DIY 

Tel: 07876-275300  
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 

 No job 
too small 

Freeland Nurseries 
 

Wroslyn Road 

Freeland 

OX29 8AQ 

Open Monday-Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm 

Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm 

Tel: 01993 881430 

Website: https://

freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/ 

New season’s vegetable and flower seeds 

Seed potatoes, onion sets and shallots 

Ornamental trees, shrubs and herbaceous 

plants 

Vegetable plants and herbs 

Growing sundries to get your planting off to 

a flying start 

Pots and containers in a variety of sizes and 

colours 

A good selection of greetings cards 

Christian Aid Week 2021 
 

Whilst we still have Covid-19 in our midst, we have decid-
ed NOT to have a house-to-house collection for Christian 
Aid. Instead, this year we will offer the opportunity to do-
nate online, as we did last year.  
The situation for many in poorer countries remains as diffi-
cult as ever. Water shortage is an ever-present problem 
and one which will be the focus again this year. Remem-
ber the slogan "Every Last Drop"? 
Please do consider supporting us again this year. Togeth-
er with Freeland, we raised a total of £3,188 online and 
The Manor School raised £95 at their virtual candlelit ser-
vice. Thank you, everyone. We have a target to beat! 
 

Gillian Hunt 

Belated thanks for the generous contri-
butions to The Porch in February. 
Dates for April will be 10th and 24th. 
Please leave your contributions in the 
porch at 7 Millwood End. Fresh fruit 
(because it is expensive for them to 
buy) and vegetables and homemade 
cakes and biscuits, etc. are very grate-
fully received, as is anything that you 

can spare from your cupboard. All is put to very good use, 
to distribute wholesome food to the homeless. Thank you. 

ters, but my understanding of that is earthed in the reality 
of my own life. Some years ago, I was in Israel. I had the 
privilege of going to Bethany, near Jerusalem. This is 
where Lazarus and his sisters Mary & Martha lived. They 
were friends of Jesus. In Bethany is a small and very sim-
ple church which you step down into. This burial place, 
now a church, confirmed by centuries of history & tradition 
is the spot where the body of Lazarus was placed. There is 
a palpable sense of mystery and almost a “spooky” but 
serene calm in the building. A meeting place with the Pow-
er we call God. We are told by St. John in the scripture 
account of the event that Jesus told the dead Lazarus to 
“Come out”... (John 11 v 43). The image of Resurrection is 
awesome and strangely shocking. 
Looking at The Resurrection of Jesus, we find some fasci-
nating details, many affirmed by non-Christian writers of 
the period—there are 11 occasions recorded where the 
Resurrected body of Jesus was seen prior to the Ascen-
sion over a period of six weeks. On one occasion, over 
550 people are reported to have been present. The author-
ities could not produce a body. The grave clothes were 
undisturbed apart from the cloth which covered Jesus’s 
face, and that was left folded up neatly (John 20 v 1-10). 
His disciples told what they had seen and heard and made 
a record of it. The Church grew rapidly. People recognised 
the truth. The Church continues despite itself! The humans 
forming it cannot stop God. I believe in the Resurrection 
because It makes more sense of the rest of life. My experi-
ence of God has enhanced that belief & Faith. If you want 
to explore any of these issues further, look on our Circuit 
website “West Oxfordshire Methodist Circuit”. Listed under 
High Street Witney you will find the “ALPHA” course. This 
is an opportunity to explore faith issues in a safe open in-
clusive group. 
Every blessing, 
Rev. Charles Harris, 
Associate Minister, 
Hanborough & Sutton Methodist Societies 



26 

 

Elderberries   

February at Elderberries is an-
other favourite month of ours, 
although who am I kidding—we 
celebrate something every 
month! In a normal year, we are 
full of love for Valentine’s Day. 
Jeanne does her gorgeous ta-
ble decorations of hearts and all 
things red, and we celebrate 
love in all its glory and splen-
dour! Sadly 2021 is still not 
quite a normal year, and we 
were unable to be together, but 
love will always find a way! Our fabulous cooks Luz 
and Dawn made Valentine’s shortbread and cupcakes 
for all members, delivered by myself, to let everyone 
know that even though we are not together at the mo-
ment, we can still celebrate our special days and look 
forward to a time soon when we will all be back in the 
Recreation Hall!  
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In the Kitchen  

Baked Bean Tin Easter Pudding Roll 

Ingredients 
 

8 oz (225g) flour (plain or 
wholemeal) 

4 oz (100g) chopped suet 

½ teaspoon baking pow-
der 

4 tablespoons dried fruit 
and mixed peel (if you like) 

1 teaspoon ground mixed 
spice 

2 tablespoons golden 
syrup (warmed) 

Pinch salt 

2 clean 400g bean (or 
other) tins (greased) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recipe and photo from: https://
www.lavenderandlovage.com/2012/11/
remembrance-sunday-wartime-kitchen-bacon-
cakes-baked-bean-tin-puddings-sunday-
tea.html  

Cook’s Chatter 
 
This steamed pud is great for the Easter table—simple to make and makes great use of 
otherwise disposed-of tins! This recipe should feed 2 or 3 people per tin. 
 
 

Method 
 
1. Mix the dry ingredients along with the dried fruit and suet. 
2. Mix in the warmed golden syrup and water to make a soft cake batter.  
3. Prepare the bean tins with a round of greaseproof paper in the bottom and grease 
them well. Then spoon in the mixture three quarters full. Pop a greased round of grease-
proof paper on the top and seal over with tinfoil secured tight-
ly with string. 
4. Place the tins into the top of a steamer and steam for 2½ 
hours, keeping the water well topped up. 
5. Carefully remove the covers and pop upside down on a 
plate. If you’re lucky, the puds should slide right out. Serve 
right away with a good dollop of custard, cream or ice cream.  
6. Enjoy, and have a fabulous Easter! 
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