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Everyone at the Hanborough Herald would like to send a special thank you to Caroline Lambert
who has delivered the Herald for the last 20 years, but due to family circumstances is unable to
continue. Thank you, Caroline for all of your hard work over the years.

Petition to Put a Stop to Untreated Sewage in the River Evenlode
he water operating companies routinely dispose of unTinadequate
treated sewage into our rivers to avoid overload of their
sewer systems with excessive volumes of rain

the Rivers Trust advise people to avoid entering the water
immediately downstream of these discharges, particularly
after a rainfall.
Apart from the adverse effects on human health, sewage
pollution in rivers may have substantial ecological consequences. Yet, Thames Water Utilities and the local authorities have been giving their go-ahead to developments of
hundreds of new houses in our area without plans for any
appropriate infrastructure investments to the sewerage system. This is a massive problem.
If you are concerned with this issue, you can write to our
MP Robert Courts at robert.courts.mp@parliament.uk
For more information visit The Rivers Trust or Fresh Water
Watch websites.

water. This takes place with ever increasing frequency as
the intensity of rainstorms rises due to the climate change.
At its worst, the rivers burst, flooding the immediate areas
with sewage, as has been observed many times this winter
in the Lower Windrush and Evenlode Valleys.
Nine sewer treatment stations run by Thames Water Utilities Ltd in Moreton in Marsh, Broadwell, Bledington, Milton
under Wychwood, Chadlington, Charlbury, Finstock,
Combe, and Church Hanborough all discharge raw sewage
into the Evenlode river. In 2019, the two latter ones, which
are immediately close to our villages, Combe and Church
Hanborough, spilled raw sewage 71 and 81 times, respectively. The environmental charities under the umbrella of

Dr Lidia Arciszewska, a resident of Church Hanborough

[Data source the Rivers Trust map https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.htmlid=a6dd42e3bc264fc28134c64c00db4a5b&ext ent=-401307.0872%2C6628364.5565%2C-130261.3849%2C6788576.5678%2C102100]

1

March Report
Parish Council Meetings
Due to the pandemic, legislation was changed to allow for online meetings, and we are currently not
allowed to meet in person. Councillors look forward to when face-to-face meetings can resume. Public
participation is encouraged as always, and this can be by questions to the clerk or chair in advance or
by requests to speak. All meetings are notified on the website and noticeboards as usual. The clerk will
share online joining instructions on request.
Annual Parish Meeting
We were forced to cancel this last year due to the first lockdown. Currently, we hope to hold this online on 20 April, and
further details will be published next month.
Local Elections
Local elections were also postponed last year and are currently due in May. The government remains committed to
these going ahead subject to infection levels, and we are planning accordingly. Your District and Parish Council councillors will be up for election, and this is a great opportunity for any residents wishing to get involved to put themselves forward. For Parish Council roles, please contact either the clerk or WODC.
MUGA and Outdoor Gym Area
Council would like to remind everyone that the Multi-Use Games Area and the outdoor gym remain closed until government guidelines are changed. We will reopen as soon as we are allowed to. The playground is allowed to stay open, and
the usual social distancing rules apply.
Hanborough Gate Playground
This area was built by the developers Pye, and we are working with them to take ownership and responsibility for
maintenance. This is taking longer than hoped, but we will remove the fencing and open the facility as soon as possible.
Fly Tipping
We have noted a rise in local fly tipping of both rubbish but also of green waste. The local tip remains open, and unlike
many parts of the country, booking is not required to visit. WODC also offer a reasonably priced service to collect larger
items and also a regular green waste roadside service.

Traffic Calming
Councillors are joining a Freeland group to explore a joined-up approach to traffic calming initiatives in our parishes. We
welcome thoughts and note concerns raised in the past about Lower Road traffic speed and large vehicle access to Pigeon House Lane.
Dogs, Dogs, Dogs
We love our four-legged friends, but if you own one, please ask them to respect other users in common areas. We still
have dog mess to remove in the areas around the playground (dog mess is very dangerous for children and unpleasant
for the rest of us). No dogs are allowed in the fenced area of either the games area or playground.
Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can also
contact us through the website for non urgent enquiries.
www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk.
Reporting Highway Problems
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems. Councillors
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths,
etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary.
The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues.
Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the
decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site:
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/
There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in
your area. You can register at the following location:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website
Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 9 March 2020 online at 6:30pm.

An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday. Members
of the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or queries by prior written request to the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting and joining instructions will be provided. Please note that meeting dates may change.
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Hanborough Parish Councillors
Ellen Armitage Tel: 07775419512
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com

Rich Fuller Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Paul Mowat Tel: 07557571836
email: paul.mowat@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Penelope Marcus Tel: 881312
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com

Jeff Borer Tel: 882286
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Steve Page Tel: 359984
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Niels Chapman (Chair) Tel: 882932
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Kerry Scarlett Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com

Michael Franklin Tel: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com

Lucy Tritton Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Rod Fraser Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel : 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Officers of the Parish Council
Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk

Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and Allotments matters.
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com
Office Hours: 01993 773532, Mobile: 0776 7020 290

Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
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In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be
collected.

3rd, 17th & 31st March

10th & 24th March

Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to
our depot via our new online form:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin.

Please Note…
•
•
•
•

Due to the current emergency, some dates may
change; please contact the event organiser to
confirm.
Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough
Herald, but are the views of the contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication are not
endorsed nor specifically recommended by the
Management Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please mention
to the supplier that you saw their advertisement in
the Hanborough Herald.

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you,
they are available from the following locations: The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage,
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair
Studio or online at:
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/

A Warm Welcome to All New
Residents

Hanborough Herald Contact Details

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or
Church Hanborough and have not yet received a
‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can
give one to you.
This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and
the pack contains information with contact numbers about
things that go on in the villages and a map to help you find
your way around.
Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

Editor: Tommy Begley
hanboroughherald@gmail.com
Tel: 07796 795207
Advertising Officer: Val Pankhurst
advertshh@gmail.com
Tel: 01993 882363
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls
Tel: 01993 881466
Management Committee: All of the above plus:
Chairman: Nigel James
Tel: 01993 881711
Treasurer: Michael Greenway
Tel: 01993 357014
Member: Jane Lewis
Tel: 01993 883077

Has a new family arrived near you?
We would love to welcome them and give them a
‘Welcome Pack’.
If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
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A Message from Our MP Robert Courts
know how challenging 2020 was for all of us and that, in
Iwesome
ways, 2021 feels all too familiar. However, though
may be in lockdown now, there is light at the end of the
tunnel. With three vaccines now approved for use in the
UK, including our own local Oxford/AstraZeneca jab, we
are now well on the way to vaccinating our top four priority
groups in record time. At the time of writing, over 10 million
people have been vaccinated, and this grows every day.
This is a hugely significant achievement which is testament
to the inspirational leadership that has been shown by local
NHS organisations, GPs and health coordinators. This,
along with longer days, lighter evenings and the beginning
of a beautiful West Oxfordshire spring is sure to lift spirits in
this challenging time.
I have seen the excellent work of everyone at our local vaccination hubs for myself. The professionalism and efficiency they are showing is proving everyone’s dedication to this
vital cause. I am also encouraged that so many people
across West Oxon are taking up the vaccine when offered.
It is this dedication and resolve which speaks to me in
these challenging times and shows me that we will overcome this.
We are also once again seeing the huge outpouring of
community spirit and good will that warmed us all in 2020.
I would encourage everyone to check in on family, friends
and neighbours, particularly those who may live alone, the
vulnerable and those separated from their loved ones.
Sometimes even just a phone call can do the world of
good.
My team and I continue to work
hard from home on your behalf and
we remain accessible throughout
lockdown. Please do not hesitate to
get
in
touch
at
robert@robertcourts.co.uk if there
is anything at all we can do.

EST SINCE 1994.

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
&
CARPET CLEANING
FULLY INSURED

millbrookservices1@gmail.com
TEL: 01235 511541 MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE
Visit our webpage to view all other services:

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk

HANDY MAN SERVICE
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower resealants
Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs &
carpentry
CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or
Email: dasdecandbuild@gmail.com
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Hanborough
& Freeland Running Group
What Do You Think About the Covid-19 Vaccine?

Wednesday evening social runs continue each week at
6:30pm, with options for splitting the group to ensure we
remain within PHE guidelines for social distancing and so
that we can run with others of similar ability.

Oxfordshire would like to hear your views on
Handealthwatch
the Covid-19 vaccine. The county’s independent health
care watchdog is running a survey asking people what
they think about:

If you tend to run by yourself (or in a small group) but
would be interested in finding some local runners to go for
a run with, then get in touch.

- The vaccine itself
- Information about the vaccine
- How the vaccine is being delivered

Hope to see you running soon.

Please have your say by completing this survey at
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/CovidVaccine-yourviews

For information, visit https://www.strava.com/clubs/
HanFree-Run or email HanFree-run@outlook.com.

Healthwatch Oxfordshire will report what it hears to those in
charge of managing the vaccine delivery locally to help
identify if improvements are needed. Rosalind Pearce, Executive Director at Healthwatch Oxfordshire, said,
“We really want to hear how people feel about the
vaccine, particularly the reasons why people are deciding to have or not have the vaccination. All feedback is completely anonymous—we don’t need to
know who you are, but we do need to hear your
views. Please do take a few minutes to share your
thoughts with us on this.”
To request a paper copy of the survey, or a translated version, please call 01865 520520 or to find out more about
Healthwatch Oxfordshire, see:
www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk

COMPUTER HELP
Broadband and Wireless. Installation and Training.
Problem solving. Jargon-free advice. Upgrades.
Digital Photos. Virus Protection and Removal.

Call or email me, Len Kehoe
- Computer Science graduate
with over 30 years experience
– based in Woodstock
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phone: 01993 810125
mobile: 07944 877437
email:
web:

thepcbuddy@gmail.com
www.thepcbuddy.co.uk

“We all know how important it is for our physical and
mental health to get and stay active and how it is a
small, but great way we can all help our NHS. However, it can be really hard to find the time, the energy
or the motivation, especially in lockdown with all the
restrictions in place. I too have struggled with all of
this, but through #MoveWithMayorMark we’re trying
to show that it is simply about building more movement into your every day, whether outside with a
walk or doing some short bursts of activity at home.
The Move More Monday sessions are a great example of this, and the instructor Sarah was fantastic at
explaining all the different movements, giving options
and keeping me smiling.”

A Job Done Well:

New Move More Mondays: Join Free Live Exercise
Sessions on Youtube Run by Generation Games

Carpentry, furniture assembly
Doors hung, door locks fitted
Curtain rails and blinds fitted
Gutters cleared; fencing
Painting and decorating

G

eneration Games, Age UK Oxfordshire’s physical activity service, are now running free live exercise sessions
on Youtube every Monday at 10:00am. Generation Games
has been running online Zoom classes since this first lockdown, which proved popular and a great way to keep active during a period of restrictions. There are also 24 exercise
videos
on
their
Youtube
channel
“generationgamesuk” for people to access at a time convenient to them. David Tucker, 68, had been an avid
bowls player until illness and lockdown stopped him playing. He stumbled on the Generation Games videos and it
was perfect for what he was looking for: regular variety of
exercises. He said,

No job
too small

Rob Atkinson
Property maintenance & high quality DIY

Tel: 07876-275300
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com

Freeland Nurseries

“The videos are not too dramatic, but they get you
moving. I feel I have more flexibility than ever before, I can bend down lower and stretch further
when I do the Tai Chi exercises. I am not as stiff as
before. [Afterwards,] I’m pleased I’ve done it. It’s the
satisfaction. I don’t feel tired after doing the videos.”

Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road
Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm;
Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm
Tel:- 01993 881430
Website: https://
freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
New season’s vegetable and flower seeds
Seed potatoes, onion sets and shallots
Spring bulbs, primroses and polyanthus for
early colour
Starter flower plugs
Growing sundries to get your planting off to a
flying start
Comprehensive selection of wild bird products
A good selection of greetings cards
Comprehensive selection of wild bird products

He set himself the challenge of doing one a day, logging
all his exercise sessions in a spreadsheet, totalling 190
sessions to date!
Now, in the third lockdown, in the middle of winter, staying
active and motivated is more of a challenge than ever.
That is why Generation Games have decided to run free
30 minute exercise sessions broadcast from their Youtube
channel every Monday morning at 10:00am. It will be
mainly Sarah Wheatley, Exercise Specialist in Long Term
Conditions, who will be leading the sessions. All Move
More Mondays will be available in the playlist called “Move
Mondays”.
Oxford City Council and new Lord Mayor Councillor Mark
Lygo
are
also
running
a
campaign
called
#MoveWithMayorMark to encourage Oxford city’s residents of all ages to move more in their every day. Mark
has been filming himself whilst out walking, running and
cycling as well as trying out online activities from home. By
sharing his experiences through social media and shining
a spotlight on the different activities available, Mark hopes
to help more people feel the physical and mental benefits
of moving more. When he heard about Generation
Games’ Move More Mondays, he was really keen to join in
a session and show how older people can get moving in a
Covid-safe way.
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Freeland District Girlguiding
Due to lockdown, all the
Rainbow,
Brownie
and
Guide units in Long Hanborough and North Leigh will
continue running their meetings via Zoom.
In the last term, the Rainbows and Brownies earned the
Feel-Good Stage 2 Skills Builder Badge. Brownies had fun
making a microwave mug cake, but even better was the
eating of it! Using chopsticks for Chinese New Year was
interesting, and we had fun playing a game of Chinese Bingo.
This coming term, we will have started in the last week of
February to celebrate World Thinking Day 2021. The
theme this year is “peace”, earning our Thinking Day
Badge.
Coming this term over Zoom, we will be making something
for Mother’s Day and having some Easter Fun as well as
looking at other badges to do.
If you are interested in registering
your daughter to join guiding for
the first time when we can meet
again or to join us now on Zoom,
then
please
visit
https://
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk/
or contact Wendy on 01993
883120. We also cannot run our
units without adult volunteers, so
if you are interested in helping in
any of our units, again please contact Wendy.
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Hanborough Show 2021: In-Person Event Cancelled

1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout Group

It is with regret that due to the ongoing uncertainty of the pandemic and the impact this continues to have, the committee has
decided it is sensible to cancel the planned live event in September this year. We realise this will be disappointing for all
who participate so enthusiastically each year, but we are determined to return in 2022 with a full-scale Show.
As an alternative for this year, the committee is planning to run
a virtual event. This will take the form of an online gallery, with
participants submitting pictures of their entries in key categories, but with no judging. In this way, we can still showcase the
amazing fruit & vegetables, produce, baking, flowers, handicrafts and children’s entries that as a village community we do
so well. More details will follow in the coming weeks. Please
watch out on the Show’s website www.hanboroughshow.uk,
on Social Media and most importantly in the Hanborough Herald. The committee are keen to hear from anyone who wishes
to get involved this year (or in the future) or has additional ideas
on how to run this successfully. Please contact the chair, Stuart
Mason (stumasonnz@yahoo.com)
Thank you for your support and understanding.
The Show Committee

e’ve had a few
W
changes since 2021
started. Steve is now

acting as Group Scout
Leader as well as continuing to be our Cubs Leader. We
owe a massive thank you to him for taking on this additional responsibility after Adam asked to step back from
the role after many years of serving the group.
Paul, who was an assistant Cubs leader, has now taken
over from Mike as Scouts Leader. This means that
Scouts have now become active again and are starting
to have online sessions via Zoom.
Cubs have been very active on Zoom every week. Lately, they’ve been making and editing short videos as well
as making batteries using lemons!
Beavers have been working towards their badges by
taking part in activities at home. The leaders post instructional videos on Facebook for the Beavers to follow
along with. Recently they have been practicing how to
tie different knots and have started a reading challenge.
Like everything else at the moment, all our activities are
taking place online only until the government changes
the rules. We are very fortunate to have a fantastic team
of leaders and volunteers, who have been amazing at
adapting to the lockdown conditions. We’ve had a few
new volunteers join us recently, but we still need more to
lend a hand. Our group is very active, providing all kinds
of wonderful experiences for young people in Hanborough and Freeland, and that is all down to our volunteers that keep everything going. To get involved, take a
look at our website www.hfscouting.org.uk and get in
touch via the contact page or send an email to
gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to express your interest.
You do not need any previous experience of Scouting,
but a love of working with young people is vital—and a
sense of adventure! You will receive lots of help and
support from our other group leaders and the Executive
Committee, and training is provided.

Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club
Hello, readers. As I write this, today is a little milder, so I have just had a little check of my garden,
not that it is that big, but it is a new one, as we moved home
just before Christmas. I was hoping to see a few spring
bulbs appearing, but sadly not. I love gardening, so I have
quite a bit to do to get it as I would like. Well, enough about
me, and on to Flower Club. We have had a Zoom committee
meeting, at which we tried to look ahead positively. We had
a really lovely Zoom demonstration by Emma Remington on
8 February. It was so lovely to see her ideas for Easter. Her
arrangements were all different. She used silver birch twigs
to make a nest with an arrangement of spring flowers set
within it. A table arrangement using the red Cornus twigs to
support the foliage and flowers rather than the usual oasis.
In fact, she did not use any oasis for her arrangements just
twigs and wire—very environmentally friendly. We are hoping to have another professional demonstration on 15 April,
so if you are interested, please catch up with us on Facebook. There is lots to see and read on the Berks Bucks &
Oxon website, too. If you wish to know further about our
Club, please contact me on 01865 376587.
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Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA)
Newsletter 30, February through to March
Image source from cutcaster.com

word February comes from the Latin word "februa",
Tandhemeaning
‘to cleanse', as this is the month that in Roman
later in Medieval times was associated with spring

neck varieties can be stored until mid-spring the following
year.
There are quite a few garlic varieties to choose from…
Elephant Garlic: Isn’t actually a true member of the garlic
family. It’s closer to leek, and bears a close resemblance to
it in flavour. Juicy, mild and sweet, this one is ideal for baking and roasting. Each bulb is approx. 12.5-15cm (5-6")
across.
Picardy Wight: A softneck variety originating in the fields of Picardy grows on the
battlefields of the Somme and its surrounding area. Adapted to cooler and wetter conditions, it will grow anywhere in the UK that
has proved a challenge to other garlic. This
is strong flavoured garlic that has a distinct
pink hue in appearance.
Provence Wight Garlic: Is a softneck variety
which produces large bulbs that can approach elephant garlic size. Sweet and
substantial, it will keep up to January. This
variety suits vegetable and fish dishes of the Mediterranean. Like many Mediterranean types, it responds to heavy
watering in the three months before harvest. Spring planting is possible, although will produce smaller bulbs.
Solent Wight: Bred in Britain especially for our colder climate. It’s a softneck, which bears bulbs of exceptional flavour, aroma and bouquet. They also store well into winter
and often to March and beyond of the following year.
Tuscany Wight: Is a late type large white softneck widely
grown in Tuscany where it is suited to its warm summers
and cooler winters. It is widely used in Umbrian dishes and
with chicken.
Vallelado: Originates from the north of Spain. This is a
white softneck best planted in the autumn or early spring.
Unlike other Mediterranean white softnecks from Provence
or southern Spain, it has excellent keeping qualities and is
likely to do far better in our cooler climate. It should be
ready to harvest end of June.
Lautrec Wight: Is a beautiful white hardneck with purple cloves, a Creole type, similar to Rose de Lautrec, held
by French gourmands to be France's finest garlic.
Red Donetsk: Red Donetsk comes from southeastern
Ukraine. It’s a hardneck variety which has a beautiful purple striped appearance. It’s strong tasting, vigorous and
can produce very large cloves. Once harvested, this garlic
will keep until at least January.
Red Duke: is a hardneck variety with bright white skins and
plump purple cloves with a fierce and spicy flavour, a signature of garlic from Czech Republic. This variety is noted
for being one of the very hot and strong varieties most
commonly planted in the UK.

cleaning both in the home and in nature. In Old English, its
meaning is different. It is known as 'Solmonath', meaning
mud month, or 'Kalemonath', meaning kale or cabbage
month! For the allotmenteer, all these meanings are a true
reflection of February, with its sting of icy
blasts of wind, punishing frosts and wet
unworkable ground.
If it hasn’t been done already, at the first
hint of sunshine, there are sheds and
greenhouses to clear out and make ready
for the season ahead. Often this opportunity is the only one to grasp in February, as
here in Oxfordshire particularly, the overlay
of Oxford Clay means slipping about in
mud, mud and more mud, which makes the
ground too wet to work, even with someone kindly holding an umbrella!
Kale or cabbage month is also a truism. There are other
crops to be harvested, such as leeks and carrots if they
have evaded the frosts, but most crops are in the brassica
family, as these are the hardy vegetables that can, often
without protection, stand a better chance of holding out in
bitter winter weather.
Despite the challenges out on the plot in February, after
Valentine’s Day when light levels are increasing, this is the
time to get vegetables and flowers for cutting, such as
sweet peas, underway under cover. A frost free greenhouse is ideal, but a frost free windowsill is a good alternative. The list of options is generous: broad beans, spinach,
lettuce, peas for shoots, onion, salad onion, early brassicas
(cabbage, calabrese, kohlrabi, cauliflower, turnips), radish,
bulb fennel, parsley, coriander, dill can all be sown now. If
you have the luxury of a heated propagator this is the time
to sow aubergine, peppers and chilli. Make sure you get
them underway by early March, as they have a long growing season.
Outside, you can get broad beans in now, and if you haven’t got it in already, sow garlic. DON’T grow garlic from supermarket cloves sold for cooking, as these are not suitable for garden growth. There are two types of garlic to be
aware of: hardneck and softneck.
Hardneck garlic is a group of cultivars selected from Allium
sativum var. ophioscorodon originating from climates with
colder winters. These cloves are larger and covered with a
looser tunic and are considered to have stronger and more
interesting flavour. They are best gathered when the foliage has changed colour. It does have less storage capacity
and can only be stored until mid-winter.
Hardneck garlic does, however, have the advantage of producing scapes. These are the thin, curly, tender stems and
flower buds of the garlic. They are only available for a short
time in late spring and early summer and are a good
source of protein, vitamin C, and calcium.
Softneck garlic (Allium sativum) generally produces smaller, more tightly-packed cloves; it is best harvested when
the foliage starts going over. If planted in the autumn, it will
keep until mid- to late-winter. If planted in early spring, soft-

The Association welcomes new members. If you have a
plot on Hanborough’s Cemetery Allotments and you would
like to join the Association, just email us: hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.com. The benefits of joining the Association can be found on the allotment notice board.
If you would like to rent an allotment, contact: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com or 01993 773532, Mobile 0776
7020 290.
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Eynsham Medical Group Update
We have completed vaccinations of all those patients in Groups 1-4 (who wanted it) within the Government’s target date, and
now moved onto Group 5. That is also going very well, so it won’t be too long until we will be able to move onto Group 6. We
continue to ask that you do not call the surgery regarding the Covid vaccination unless it is urgent. We will contact eligible patients directly to arrange appointments. Thank you for your patience.
Vaccination clinic locations: Some of you may be receiving invitations by post from the NHS to have your vaccination elsewhere. If an
invitation has apparently come from the NHS on an e-mail, then it is almost certainly a scam. The NHS does not send invitations on email, but the Practice might, so read that type of email very carefully. If you decide to go to the Kassam Stadium for your jab, then bear in
mind that you will need to go there for the second one as well. On the grounds that there is no place like home, most of us will prefer to
have ours done at the Practice. If your appointment is at the Windrush in Witney, then check your appointment time and please do not
arrive too early. All that does is to extend the length of the queue. Please tell your friends and neighbours the same. Although the queue
might look long, there are at least six, and sometimes twelve, vaccinators at work, so you will move through quite smoothly.
About the different vaccines: Some of you have asked about the vaccines and why the clinics might be at different locations. The Pfizer vaccine is delivered in batches of over 1,100 doses each time. It has to be kept at a very low temperature and, once at the Practice,
must be used within five days. As a result, the four Practices (Eynsham, Cogges, Nuffield and the Windrush) all join together to have
combined vaccination sessions at the Windrush Health Centre in order to use the vaccine promptly and most efficiently. This vaccine
also requires a fifteen-minute wait at the Practice after vaccination so that any patient who has a reaction (which is rare) is in a safe
place. The Astra Zeneca (Oxford) vaccine does not have the same temperature restrictions and can be handled in smaller batches by
the individual Practices—in our case at Long Hanborough. The patient can leave the surgery straight afterwards without having to wait.
Move to the new Long Hanborough Surgery & Pharmacy: We hope to move to the new surgery in the near future but the date is not
yet confirmed. We very much look forward to welcoming our patients to our brand-new Surgery and Pharmacy very soon.

Age UK Oxfordshire has joined forces once again with the OUHNHSFT to support older people and keep them well during the colder
months, as well as helping them home from hospital. As the health and social care system continues to battle the Covid-19 pandemic,
their support is more welcome than ever, with everyone having to play a greater role in their community. This support is part of Oxfordshire’s 'home first' approach to care, which prioritises treating people at home where possible and reduces hospital stays. To help that
aim, Age UK Oxfordshire staff are supporting patients to feel more confident on returning home from hospital and gain easier access to
community support. Age UK Oxfordshire staff are based at both the John Radcliffe Hospital and Horton General Hospital in Banbury seven days a week.
Ruth Swift, Head of Community Development at Age UK Oxfordshire, who is leading the hospital support work, said, "We can help with
all aspects of care, from being there during their hospital treatment, to planning for what's needed to help them get home safely and live
independently. This can be all kinds of support, including help with sorting out heating, moving furniture, support with food shopping—
anything to make life easier and more comfortable. Our main aim is for people to feel confident and comfortable in their own home, which
is often the best place for them to be."

The Legacy of Hagen's Hill
The ice fell back, the oceans rose and the people came,
Not too many at first, just hunter gatherers passing through,
Bronze age travellers gave way to men of iron and flame,
Mining the gravel bank centuries before Christ was due.
The long shelf provided a lofty perch and into Wychwood,
A scattering of Saxons appeared after the Romans departed,
Quarrying the limestone pits the earth yielded what it could,
Domesday counted thirty one souls; Hagen's Hill had started.
The estate in the Hundred of Wootton cost ten pounds,
Crofters and stonecutters drawn along the Port Road,
King Henry the First hunted in the Hanborough Manor grounds,
The trees made way for the bridge across the Evenlode.
The Manor was owned by Queens Margaret, Isabella then Eleanor,
Pins Wood became village property, and the population fell,
King Charles brought a Royalist army to the Heath in the War,
And angry women ransacked a cart of flour outside the Bell.
Alehouses settled across the land like birds; the Bell, the Ball,
The Katherine Wheel, The George and Dragon, The Hand and Shears,
The Swan, The Holly Bush, the Three Horseshoes and the Shephard's Hall,
Some yet to come, some to stay and some to linger and just disappear.
Hencroft Quarry closed and the Victorian turnpike was here and gone,
Like Tilgarsely, Cook's Corner and Little Blenheim never survived,
The station arrived in the Crimean War then Christ Church came along,
The Great War raged and the co-op and two garages arrived.
A sign of later days, in 1910 Blenheim started to sell off their land,
Electricity and mains water flowed as council estates were erected,
Slowly becoming a dormitory, Hanborough briefly owned Freeland,
Evenlode had a new bridge when the main road was redirected.
Tessie O'Shea no less opened the new playing fields in fifty two,
The Beatles had their first number one when the sewers were laid,
On his final journey, Hanborough Station saw Sir Winston pass through,
The Bus Museum arrived the year Sergeant Pepper was made.
The new millennium triggered the garage sale of Hanborough's soul,
When the plague has gone and the sun returns and the air is pure,
Take time to catch the old voices, under the urban detritus and sprawl,
Under miles of cabling and concrete, the bones of Hagen's Hill endure.

from divalde
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Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965

Charity No. 304309

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming children 2-5 years of age. Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for children aged three years or over and 15
hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We provide a safe
and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The sessions
run Monday-Thursday during school term time, starting with the morning session 8:45-11:45am, lunchtime sessions
where children can stay and have lunch is 11:45am-12:15pm and the afternoon session is 12:15-3:15pm. Fridays PreSchool finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest School sessions on Friday mornings, where the
children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.
Prospective Children: Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we are restricted on when we can have visits to the setting at moment. On our public Facebook page (Hanborough Pre-School) and our website, we have put together a little video of our
Pre-School for you so you can have a virtual look around.
This term the topic has been “All About Me”. The children have had fun talking about their homes and where they live,
looking at different parts of the body, talking about emotions and how to express them and using hands to make hand
print paintings.
Term Dates:
Term 4: Monday 22nd February 2021-Wednesday 31st March 2021
Term 5: Monday 19th April 2021-Friday 28th May 2021
Fund raising events:
Valentine’s Quiz 12th February: A very successful and fun evening, thank you to all who supported this, and well done
to Katy who won first prize of £30.00, Elly 2 nd prize of £15 and Emma 3rd prize of a bottle of bubbly. Thank you to committee members Alex, Claire and Matt. Over £100 was raised, which is fantastic.
Donations of Books: Thank you to Diana who donated some lovely books to us .
Current Fees up to Term 6 (July 2021): Morning (8:45am-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:5pm-3:15pm) are £15
per session. Lunchtime sessions (Monday-Thursday inc 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2 per session. For details on what sessions are currently available, please contact us for more information.
Do contact us on the numbers below if you are thinking of booking a place for your child in the 2020/21 school year, as
we are filling up the sessions, or email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com or download from our
website. Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news. You can also visit our
website for more information: http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/.
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit: Call Lynda Leach (882503)
or the pavilion (883178) session times
Administration
Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated GOOD.

HWT Trustees are very aware that there may be some
people in need as a result of the Coronavirus epidemic,
and requests are invited at this time to cover emergencies
by any individuals or families who live in Hanborough and
may consider themselves and their need appropriate.
Please do so by contacting either Gill Breakspear on gillbreakspear@btinternet.com or Rev Nigel Knights Johnson
on nigelknightsjohnson@gmail.com. If you do not have
access to email or the internet, then please ring on 01993
359572.
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WI News
It’s ages since I have contributed to the Hanborough Herald on behalf of Hanborough WI, so I thought I would let
you know that we are still functioning.
Our committee are doing sterling work keeping us informed
about all things WI via a twice monthly newsletter, full of
chat, photos, quizzes and encouraging words. We also
hear about our County WI activities which are open to us
all to join in. These include talks, demos and even a learn
the ukulele class, all online.
We have missed so much during this year of lockdown,
including the yearly celebration of the WI's birthday, always
a fun evening with usually a fine dinner. Christmas too
sees us gather for carols, often an entertainer and the exchange of gifts always distributed by our own Father Christmas. We always have a Summer Outing, somewhere interesting and fun. Missed. The most recent event we didn't do
was our January Fish and Chip Lunch—always a roaring
success with guests and partners invited to join us. But our
biggest loss was the loss of friendship and companionship
that we enjoy at our monthly meetings. The committee did
their best to keep us all in touch, and for the WI's birthday
we all received a delicious cupcake made by a committee
member. In December, a bag of goodies including homemade shortbread arrived to help us enjoy Christmas. Our
latest thoughtful gift arrived today to help us celebrate Valentines' Day—delicious choc hearts. All sweet thoughts
and much appreciated.
To end with a little something you might not know: the Victorians used to send each other "Vinegar Valentines" (rude
or insulting cards) to anyone they did not like! Let's hope
none of us received one of those! I do hope that when we
are able to meet up again many of you will join us on 2
Thursday of the month in the Recreation Hall at 7.30pm. If
you want to contact us, please email hanboroughwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk
With best wishes to you all from Hanborough WI. Keep
safe,
Carol Bower

Extensive range of traditional cakes, traybakes biscuits and scones. Freshly made to
order - gluten free, dairy free and vegan
options.
Every Friday, 4 slice treat boxes available
(just £4 a box) advertised on Facebook or
join my email group.
Cream tea and afternoon tea boxes.
Personalised iced biscuits perfect for wedding favours, baby showers, special occasions.
Unique gift options for every season! Gift
vouchers also available.
For a price list or more information call
Rachel
T: 01993 881867
E: hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com
Or find Hanborough Home Bakes on Facebook

Woodstock & District u3a
Hoping that we may be liberated, partially at least, from the
present lockdown sometime in spring, work is now in hand
on the first ever national 'u3a Day', postponed from last
year and now, fingers crossed, fixed for Wednesday 2 June
2021. Rumours from branches elsewhere include such colourful ideas as 'flash mobs' and the adornment of street
furniture with knitted scarves in u3a's blue and yellow livery, plus rather more utilitarian activity like neighbourhood
litter-picking.
This branch plans to mount at least one local event, very
likely involving demonstrations/exhibitions by as many as
possible of our 'Interest Groups' —maybe even those birdcharming recorder players—plus, I am sure, some modest
hospitality. Mark the date on calendars and diaries, and
look out nearer the time for details of time and place, and
come along and see for yourselves what u3a is all about.
Meanwhile, this branch's own programme of Zoomed
monthly speaker meetings continues. The virtual meetings
of 2 March and 6 April should provide accounts of highly
contrasted family life-styles, the first dealing with post-war
London's East End, the second the Verney family at Claydon House. Zoomed, too, have been some regional events
mounted by u3a's Thames Valley Network, including, in
February, an online and well supported general knowledge
quiz.
Details of this branch's activities on our website:
www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock.
And , finally, hawk-eyed readers may already have spotted
that 'u3a' (rather than U3A) is now the organisation's public
identity.
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ties and the usual administrative expenses. You will be
pleased to know that your Parish Council, which comprises a team of public-spirited volunteers, has been very prudent over the years by looking after your pennies and setting aside funds for community grants, contingencies and
emergencies.
The increase in WODC’s charge is 4.8%, but total expenditure is budgeted to increase by about 12% to fund
frontline services and support local communities but particularly the ongoing Covid-19 response, Climate Action
and preventing homelessness. WODC’s charge covers
36.6% of its funding needs with the rest coming from business rates, Government grants, investment income and
use of reserves. Any borrowing must be limited to affordable and viable projects. Councils have a legal duty to prepare a balanced budget with a sustainable use of general
reserves. This is likely to be the outturn for the current
financial year 2020/21 despite the Covid-19 pandemic.
Finally, the increase in OCC’s charge includes a 1% precept for Adult Social Care although they had the option to
go for the maximum 3%. Adult and Children Social Care
accounts for 53% of OCC’s expenditure with Education a
distant second at 14%. On the funding side, OCC’s
charge is by far the main source, representing 63% with
Government grants at 20%, business
rates at 12% and fees at 5%.
If you have any questions about the
above, please do not hesitate to get in
touch with me. You will find my contact
details on Page 3.

Your Council Tax Bill Explained
ebruary is budget setting time in local government, and
FWest
residents should receive their Council Tax Bills from
Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) around mid-

March. WODC is the collection agency for Oxfordshire
County Council (OCC), Thames Valley Police Authority
(TVPA) and Hanborough Parish Council (HPC). Your bill
will show the charges made by those authorities. Many of
you might be very keen to understand your Council Tax
Bills but too busy to read all the budget papers prepared
by your various councils and TVPA, so here are the highlights.
First, I should explain that the figures below relate to a
dwelling in Band D, which is generally used as a benchmark, and that the charge for a dwelling in Band A is twothirds of that for Band D, whereas that for a dwelling in
Band H is double that of Band D. For a dwelling in Hanborough in Band D the total tax is about £1,984. The lion’s
share goes to OCC (79.3%) with the rest going to TVPA
(11.7%), WODC (5.5%) and HPC (3.5%). The increase in
the total tax demand is 3.4% and this comprises £45.67 to
OCC, £15 to TVPA and £5 to WODC.
HPC’s Precept for 2021/22 is about £94,481 which is
2.4% higher than the previous year, but this increase is
totally offset by the increase in the tax-base which is the
expected number of occupied dwellings. So, there is no
change in the charge for HPC for the fourth year running.
After inflation, the charge has actually been falling in real
terms—a rare treat indeed. There are three main expenses that are almost equal and account for about 95% of the
total budget: the repayment of the loan for the Pavilion
refurbishment and extension, investment in leisure facili-

Cllr Alaa Al-Yousuf – District Councillor
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Local Artists Launch Community Project to Encourage
Fresh Perspectives on Nature
you have a favourite place, plant, or walk in the WychDjectowood
area? Artists in residence at the Wychwood ProNimmi Naidoo and Flora Gregory would love to hear
from you. The artists would like to invite anyone living in the
Wychwood area to share photos, videos, poems or artworks reflecting the places they love in the Wychwood Forest to form the basis of an innovative virtual artwork that
explores how we see the environment around us. Using
these contributions, the artists will create an accessible
webpage that celebrates our local environment, encourages us to discover new spaces, and helps us experience
familiar places with fresh eyes. The Wychwood Project will
also share contributions on their Instagram channel, to inspire audiences to engage afresh with the natural world
around them.
Flora and Nimmi, known as the Mappists, create participatory art events that offer people different ways of connecting with nature. Recent events include 'Come into the
Woods: Topples Wood' an opportunity for forest bathing
and to connect to the woods through audio works, and 'The
Map Room: Make your Mark!' where people mark the route
of their Wychwood Forest walks on a map and talk about
what they love about being in the forest. Flora and Nimmi
both gained an MA in Social Sculpture at Oxford Brookes
University. Social Sculpture is an art form that employs social processes, and puts forward the idea that we are all
artists in that every aspect of life can be seen as creative.
So whether it’s a space with wonderful birdsong, that one
tree you always admire, a view filled with memory, or just a
path you walk along every evening, the Mappists would
love to see, hear, or read your impressions of it. Please
send in anything you would like to contribute to miranda@wychwoodproject.org.uk (who will share it with the
Mappists), and keep an eye on the Wychwood Project’s
Instagram (@wychwoodproject) to learn what others love
about the Wychwood area. We hope you enjoy the project,
and that it helps us all find fresh perspectives on the natural
world around us, for lockdown and beyond.
To find out more about the Mappists, visit their website:
https://themappists.wordpress.com. The Wychwood
Project restores habitats in the area formerly covered by
the Wychwood Forest, managing nature reserves in Witney, Charlbury, Woodstock, and Hailey. It also runs events
and initiatives to help local communities engage with nature, from courses to a popular annual Forest Fair. Learn
more at www.wychwoodproject.org/cms.
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A Letter to the Editor

SRe:ir,Oliver’s Bedford OB coach

The letter in the February 2021 Herald expressed concern
that the Oxford Bus Museum at Hanborough has not restored the Bedford OB coach donated, which once belonged
to the former Oliver’s business based in the village, and that
the museum has chosen to restore a different Bedford.
The sender recalls that he and several friends donated the
OB coach with several thousand pounds to restore it. The
trustees remain very grateful. However, the vehicle was in a
poor state, needing a complete rebuild. This is not unusual
for us and is not a criticism. Even 20 years ago restoration
would have cost a huge amount more than the donation,
running well into five figures. Today, it would cost more than
£100,000.
The best we could do—like other vehicles for which there is
not enough money to restore them—was to securely drystore it and the loose parts that came with it, since 2000.
I can reassure the sender and readers that we have kept the
original donation ring-fenced. Each year it is identified in the
charity’s accounts as a ‘Restricted Fund’, a term conforming
with charity law requirements. The term means the fund can
only be spent on the Oliver’s OB coach.
The sender asks why we have chosen to restore a different
Bedford vehicle ahead of his donation. It is indeed a different
vehicle. The Oliver’s OB was a post-war full-spec
coach. Between 1946 and 1951, Duple alone bodied 8,720
Bedford OB chassis and other coachbuilders used these
chassis. A lot of OB coaches have survived.
The OWB bus he asks about was built in 1943. This wartime
OWB bus has a utility body that is almost unbelievably uncomfortable with wooden slatted seats and is not in any way
like the coach body on the Oliver’s OB. it is the only surviving World War Two-era utility bus in the area and only one of
four of this type in the whole of the UK. As a completed exhibit it will fill a huge gap in our collection.
It was used by the House family business on bus work in
East Oxfordshire. The sender also feels that this business,
which ran the wartime OWB bus, is “out of our area.” However, the collection policy of the museum’s trustees covers
businesses within a 30-mile radius from Carfax. So, House,
based in Watlington, is inside this 30-mile circle, as are our
two Chiltern Queens vehicles, which hail from Woodcote,
north of Reading.
Two further reasons led to our choice of the Bedford OWB
for restoration. A donor was willing to give enough money for
it to be restored off-site by the professional restorer, who has
already repainted our Dennis double-decker, and, unlike the
Oliver’s OB coach, the OWB bus had already benefited from
restoration work on the engine, brakes and axles before we
acquired it.
Although 15 years ago we received about £500,000 from the
Heritage Lottery Fund, that money was directed to be spent
only on buildings and site improvements. Not a penny was
permitted to be spent on vehicle restorations.
I hope this explanation is acceptable to the sender and Herald readers interested in our museum. We have four other
vehicles that need rebuilding as well as the Oliver’s OB
coach, so donations to help with this enormous task would
be so welcome.

March Report
We are sure now that the weather is getting warmer,
you are all getting busy seed planting and tending tomato seedlings planted in February. The Club had a
very successful Zoom talk in February by Sue Fisher
called ‘From Pot to Plate’, who gave tips about planting
vegetables, fruit and edible flowers in pots and containers. This was especially good for people with small
gardens, as she also spoke about green walls where
vegetables and herbs could be grown vertically. The
talk ended with a Q&A that lasted a good twenty
minutes with questions from members about their various vegetable problems.
Our next Zoom presentation on 4 March is by Hugh
Warwick called ‘Linescapes’. This will give a fresh and
bracing new perspective on Britain’s countryside, illustrating the benefits and drawbacks of how wildlife is
affected by linear structures in the countryside and
how things like railway lines, hedgerows, walls and
power cables affect wildlife and the environment. He
will explain that however unnatural these lines appear,
they contain real potential for wildness and for wildlife.
The Committee have pencilled in some events and
talks for the coming months. These include a visit to a
Burford garden, a talk from Tim Healey about the
Green Man, and a picnic and talk about organic gardens at Cogges Manor Farm. We’ll be in a better position to confirm arrangements later as any new bookings are dependent on the relaxation of Covid restrictions. As ever, the committee are optimistically
hoping for the best.
If you need any help or gardening advice, please do
use the ‘contact’ button on the HGC website:
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org

Frank Collingwood
Trustee and Hon. Treasurer
Oxford Bus Museum Trust
Old Station Yard
Long Hanborough
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES

Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland
Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, the churchwardens and clergy have made the difficult decision to suspend
collective worship in our churches until further notice.
St Mary the Virgin, Freeland is open for private prayer from 9:00am-4:00pm on Tuesdays and Saturdays.
We continue to hold services on Zoom at 10:00am every Sunday
You are welcome to join us.
For further details please email administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk

A Letter from Our Curate
friends,
D ear
‘The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down

in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my
soul.’ (Psalm 23:1-3)
The quotation above taken from the first three verses of Psalm 23, is
a timely reminder that even King David with all his servants needed to
take time to sit quietly and enjoy the blessing of green fields and quiet
waters in God’s creation in order to recharge his batteries.
Around three thousand years later, in the 21st Century, we are no different. It has been over a year since we first heard about the Covid-19
virus, and for many of us it has been a tough year involving longer working hours, caring for
our relatives and friends, home education and sadly, in far too many cases, the loss of
loved ones. However, with millions of people receiving the vaccine, thankfully the number
of infections and associated deaths are beginning to fall, which gives us hope that at some
point in the future we may be able to return to some semblance of normal. Nevertheless, if
the last few months have taught us anything, it is that we are in a marathon and not a
sprint, and that we need to take time to look after ourselves and those around us to ensure
we do not become too weary.
Therefore, my encouragement to us all is to try and find five minutes each day, away from
the busyness of our work and family lives to enjoy God’s creation to ‘lie down in green pastures’, ‘to walk by quiet waters’, to allow God to ‘refresh and restore us’. For some, this
might involve a walk along one of our local footpaths, or simply a wander around our own
gardens. For others, restoration and refreshment might come through music, poetry or literature. Whatever works for you, allow yourself this small luxury.
Blessings,
Rev Mike

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh,
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our Priest. All are welcome.
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR Phone: 01865 881613 Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk
Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and Sunday 10:00am.
The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email
stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
Please check the website or call Fr Mark for information regarding issues caused by the pandemic.
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Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats
By a Country Girl

F ebruary…
The deep roots never doubt spring will come.
Marty Rubin

…is the shortest month of the year, and a welcome one, as
it’s the final month of the winter season and heralds the onset
of spring. In the northern hemisphere, it is however, often the
coldest month of the year. It certainly has been very cold this
year to such an extent that both gardens and fields have resembled a blasted heath with tender species drooping,
scorched with frost and sometimes, sadly, succumbing completely to the cold.
There are not many wild flowering
species that can thrive in such harsh
conditions, but the Common Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis), is one of
them. It is the best-known and most
widespread of the 20 species in its
genus (a principal taxonomic category that ranks above species and below family). Snowdrops are a bulbous
perennial. They are among the first
flowers to appear in spring and can
form impressive carpets of white in
areas where they are native or have Image Source:
been naturalised. The ascription MirroredimagesStudio
Galanthus nivalis derives from the combination of two Greek
and Latin words. Galanthus, from the ancient Greek means
milk white flower, and the Latin word nivalis, which means
resembling snow.
Locally, it can be seen at the base of hedges, in some woodland areas and often in cemeteries and churchyards. It’s location in cemeteries and churchyards, where it can often be
seen in impressive numbers, may be related to the Victorians’
view that the snowdrop represented death. Although most
cultures view the snowdrop as a symbol of purity, hope and
rebirth, for the Victorians it was not only considered to be bad
luck to bring snowdrops inside the home, but at its most extreme, even the sight of a single snowdrop bloom was considered an omen of death; a belief that may have developed as
both the bulb and sap are poisonous. There are many associations with the snowdrop; www.explorechurches.org/
english-snowdrops offers an interesting overview of their
origins. Sadly, though they can be common in some locations,
snowdrops, like many plant and animal species, are under
significant threat and are listed as Near Threatened on the
global IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and are protected under CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). This means you
cannot pick them or dig them up for your own garden.
Snowdrops are not the only plants to be decorating hedges
and woods in February though. Hazel (Corylus avellana) catkins are to be seen in many places brightening roadsides and
hedgerow walks. Hazel is monoecious, meaning that both
male and female flowers are found on the same tree. The
yellow male catkins appear before the leaves and start to
hang in clusters from mid to late January onwards. Hazels are
not self fertile and the female flowers, which are tiny and budlike with red styles, must be pollinated by pollen from other hazel trees if they are to produce nuts. The depth of yellow
displayed by catkins does vary from light to dark as they age.
At the moment, there is a particularly good stand of them in

various stages of colour between the roundabouts at Eynsham
on the way to Farmoor.
In the woods, there are quite a few clumps of
Stinking hellebore (Helleborus foetidus) to be
seen this year. It’s an evergreen woodland
native and a striking plant. It thrives here, as
it is particularly fond of limestone-based soils
and can tolerate the dry shady aspect of
woods. It’s easy to spot, and as it grows, it
forms a distinct clump of foliage with long,
thin leaves that sit in contrast to its impressive lime green flowers. It’s not for picking
though—this is a poisonous plant in all its
parts.
Up until this week, 15 February, the coldest month has played
out as expected. Now the sun is shining and temperatures are
about to enter a phase of unseasonable warmth. This will be a
joy to all those that like to get out and about, but it’s not necessarily good for wildlife. Warmth kick starts growth and the breeding season for many animals and birds. With a spell of warm
weather, things really do begin to get underway, but it can be a
treacherous time as another cold snap can suddenly blow in
and burn all the soft new growth on plants and for birds, animals
and amphibians, reduce the availability of food. If ponds freeze
over, noxious gasses can build up enough to kill fish and amphibians (frogs and newts) that have retreated to the bottom of
the pond. To prevent that, place a pan of hot water on the surface to carefully melt a hole to release those gases. Tempting
though it is, don’t pour hot water directly onto the surface or hit
the ice to break it as it can both damage delicate plants and
disturb wildlife in the pond.
Animals such as hedgehogs are particularly vulnerable if the
weather changes. They wake from hibernation when it warms
up but are unprepared when it suddenly turns cold again. If you
do come across a hedgehog out in the day, and some have
been found recently, it’s often a sign that it’s in distress. Lift it
carefully into a box, keep it warm (but not hot) and call MINSTER
HEDGIES—Minster
Lovell
Hedgehog
Rescue
www.minsterhedgies.co.uk Tel: 07786 962211. Hedgies is our
local hedgehog rescue centre and can advise about whether it
needs rescuing.
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Cottage, the home of Mildred Parsons, was a pleasant house, somewhat bigger
R obin
than the “cottage” part suggested. The late Mr. Parsons was a successful account-

ant, Mrs. Lundy explained, and had recently come into a small inheritance.
“The money angle seems strong,” said Miss Mallowby, as they knocked and waited.
“Lending credence to my theory that Mrs. Parsons poisoned her husband.”
Mrs. Lundy tutted.
“A woman bakes a cake tasty enough to tempt even a husband who never liked sweets,
and the world wants to frame her for murder,” she grumbled.
Part 2
“The cake did contain rat poison,” pointed out Edith. “Though my suspicions are still with
Vera.”
“No no,” said Mrs. Lundy, “I tell you, it’s that Peter fellow Vera’s engaged to. A young
Daria Davis
cad if ever there was—”
She broke off as the door was opened by a pretty girl in a maid’s uniform.
“Good afternoon,” said Miss Mallowby in her sternest manner. “We’d like to speak to
Mrs. Parsons on a matter of some urgency.”
The girl, frightened before so much legal authority, ushered them straight into the parlour where Mrs. Parsons sat with her
knitting. When they explained their mission, the widow looked hopeful.
“Can you really find the truth?”
“We will do everything we can,” Edith promised.
Mrs. Parsons’ account was much the same as Mrs. Lundy’s. She and Vera had been in the kitchen with Lucy the maid,
and Peter had come to chop some vegetables. Only Mr. Parsons had stayed in the parlour.
“Was it normal for Peter to help in the kitchen?” asked Miss Mallowby.
“Oh yes. He was often doing odd jobs around the house, joking that he was earning his keep. Always so kind and helpful.”
Mrs. Parsons smiled fondly, and Edith knew this did not escape her friend’s notice.
“And Peter is engaged to your daughter?”
The widow frowned.
“Certainly not. Vera is too young…. Anyway, perhaps you should talk to Peter about that. He stayed on with us after the
tragedy. Very kind of him, to put off his studies for us.” She glared at Miss Mallowby.
“Quite,” Edith interceded. “Thank you so much, Mrs. Parsons. We’ll have a chat with Peter and Vera now.”
“By the way,” asked Miss Mallowby, as they left. “What is Peter studying?”
“Chemistry,” answered Mrs. Parsons proudly.
Mrs. Lundy could hardly contain herself until they were out of earshot.
“You see,” she whispered. “Chemistry! The most suspicious of subjects.”
“But the poison came from a tin in the kitchen,” Edith reminded her. “You wouldn’t need special knowledge to use it.”
“Either way, Miss Mallowby, there was no cause to attack Mildred like that. With all those…”
“Perfectly ordinary questions?” smiled Miss Mallowby. “I’m sorry, but it’s clear the lady is sweet on this Peter. Instead of
bickering in the hallway, let’s go talk to him.”
They found Peter smoking in the garden.
“To what do I owe the company of three such charming ladies?” he asked, smiling and shaking hands. Edith could see
Miss Mallowby’s point. Peter was tall, handsome, and had oodles of charm. But there was something well-practiced about
his engaging manner.
Mrs. Lundy took the lead with her favourite suspect.
“We’re trying to clear up the mystery of poor Mr. Parsons’s death,” she explained.
“Ah, lady detectives! I always say women are much more insightful on such matters than us men.”
Mrs. Lundy simpered, but at a stern glare from Miss Mallowby she pulled herself together.
“Did you spend much time in the kitchen that night, Mr. Wysell?”
“Only a few minutes, I think. I chopped some vegetables for Lucy, looked in on Vera’s cake, and went back to the parlour
to read the paper.”
“I believe you are engaged to Miss Parsons?”
“Not formally. Parents not too keen, I’m afraid. But Vera and I are in love, and we mean to marry. Guess that puts me at
the top of the suspect list, eh?”
“Why did you call it Vera’s cake?” asked Edith. “I thought it was her mother’s recipe.”
“Oh…” Peter looked vague. “Vera was very excited about this cake. Said there was something special about it. But then,
she always was the cake lover in the family. How she stays so thin, I don’t know.”
“Probably the stress of being engaged to such a snake,” muttered Mrs. Lundy once they had gone back inside.
“You have to admit it’s suspicious,” said Edith. “The special thing about this cake was that it killed someone!”
“But would Vera broadcast this knowledge?” asked Miss Mallowby doubtfully.
Once again, there was one way to find out. Miss Mallowby poked her head in the kitchen, and judging by the clatter of pots
startled the poor maid again. After a moment she reported that Vera was in her room.
“Miss Parsons, may we have a word?”
Edith led the charge this time, knocking on Vera’s door. The girl who opened it was remarkably pretty, even in her sombre
black gown.
“Certainly.” She ushered them in. “This is about my father’s death, isn’t it?”
Edith nodded.
“We just want to help your mother find out the truth. Tell me, why did you say the cake was special?”
To her surprise, Vera laughed.
“Oh, that! I’m sure you suspect me, Miss Langford, but actually it’s very simple. You know how my father never ate

The Signature
Bake Mystery

20

sweets?”
The women nodded.
“Well the truth is, he wasn’t being peculiar. His doctor wouldn’t allow it. You see, my father had diabetes.”
“Diabetes!” Mrs. Lundy exclaimed. “But the cake?”
“Mother and I had read about this new sugar substitute, saccharin. We ordered some and were so excited to finally make a
cake he could try…” Vera’s eyes filled with tears.
“I’m so sorry, Miss Parsons.” Mrs. Lundy patted her hand whilst simultaneously glaring at Edith. “We won’t trouble you anymore.”
“So the whole mysterious cake business had a perfectly reasonable explanation,” concluded Miss Mallowby, once they
were back in the hall. “And the two women were only trying to help. Does that mean Peter is our man?”
“I’ve heard of saccharin,” said Edith. “It’s slightly bitter, which would disguise the poison perfectly. And Peter, being a
chemist, would know that.”
“But he was in the kitchen for the shortest time, when it was filled with people. He couldn’t have done it.”
“Then we’re back to square one,” sighed Mrs. Lundy. “We don’t really have any clues.”
“I wouldn’t say that,” replied Edith. She was considering everything they’d seen and heard that day, and for the first time
she saw a glimmer of light.
She motioned for them to follow, and to her friends’ surprise led them into the kitchen.
The dish Lucy was drying slipped out of her hands with a crash when she saw her visitors.
“Lucy,” said Edith gently. “You’ve been nervous all day, especially when Miss Mallowby tried to talk to you. Is there something you’d like to tell us?”
“I don’t know what you’re talking about, miss,” Lucy muttered. Edith knelt and helped her pick up the pieces.
“I already know,” she said quietly. “You were the only person who didn’t know that the cake was all right for diabetics to
eat. You didn’t mean for him to die, did you?”
The maid buried her face in her apron and sobbed.
“Cake was her favourite! It should’ve been her, not poor Mr. Parsons!”
“You mean Vera?”
“Yes!”
Mrs. Lundy and Miss Mallowby stared.
“But… why…” Mrs. Lundy spluttered.
“I told you,” said Edith. “Thwarted love is a feeling that runs deep.”
“Peter loves me!” Lucy glared at them defiantly. “Just ask him!”
“Ah,” sighed Mrs. Lundy. “Charming Peter always helping in the kitchen… You poor girl…”
“Ridiculous,” muttered Miss Mallowby. “How could she not know they were making a special cake?”
“You’re right!” exclaimed Edith. She took Lucy by the shoulders and looked her in the eye. “Answer me one question, and it
may save you from the worst. What is saccharin?”
Lucy gaped at her.
“It makes things sweet…” she mumbled. “Like ‘saccharine’ means sweet. I looked it up in the dictionary and everything. It’s
like a super-sugar.”
Edith looked at her friends triumphantly.
“We can guess who told Lucy that lie. Who had the chemical knowledge, and who led her to believe that saccharin was the
opposite of safe for Mr. Parsons.”
“You’re not saying Peter lied to me?” cried Lucy.
“I’m afraid so. It was the way for him to commit murder without actually being there to do it. He had the perfect alibi, not
staying in the kitchen for more than a few minutes in plain view.”
“And with Mr. Parsons gone—” said Mrs. Lundy.
“He’d be free to marry Vera and her inheritance,” finished Miss Mallowby. “Quick! We must phone the police.”

***

“Well!” said Mrs. Lundy, when they were once again drinking tea in her cottage. “I may never eat cake again.”
“We saved Mrs. Parsons from the misery of suspicion,” pointed out Edith. “And Vera from that awful man.”
“And I have a barrister friend who will do what he can for Lucy,” added Miss Mallowby.
This seemed to cheer up Mrs. Lundy.
“Overall, not a bad day of sleuthing!” she said, reaching for the cake tin. “Perhaps just a small slice, then…”
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup est. 1984) provides a
high standard of pre-school education for children aged 2-5 years old. We help children to develop
and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting, which was opened in April 2019. Our pre-school
enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transition for your child into the Foundation
Stage of primary school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our Forest Rangers
sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is committed to safeguarding, and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the children.
Sessions run Monday to Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy)
Full day: 8:30am-3:15pm £35
Lunch Club: 11:30am-12:15pm £4
AM session: 8:30-11:30am £20
PM session: 12:15-3:15pm £20
We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds.

What Have We Been Up To?
Chinese New Year: This

week Hanborough Meadows Pre-School has been celebrating Chinese New Year. For this new year of the Ox, the children have loved learning more about
Chinese culture, making Chinese dragons and learning the New Year dragon dance, as well
as making lanterns and looking at Chinese writing. They have particularly enjoyed sampling
some of the cuisine! The noodles and fortune cookies went down very well.

Forest Rangers: During their Forest Rangers sessions, the children have been enjoying the challenge of learning to walk the slack line. This is not only great for balance, it really supports the
development of confidence, team building, trust and risk play.

The Village Refill:

We are so excited and
proud that Hanborough Meadows PreSchool is now fully supplied by The Village Refill, an amazing local
business
providing
eco-friendly,
zero-waste
products
(www.thevillagerefill. co.uk). Receiving deliveries from The Village
Refill fully supports the children’s valuable learning about protecting
the environment through recycling, reducing waste and sea pollution.

Upcoming Events and Activities
We have continued to develop our topic of ‘Global Explorers’ this
term. The children have been learning about the different continents; they even learnt a very catchy song about them too!
We are now looking at the continents of North and South America.

Hygge: We have recently begun incorporating the Hygge approach to the setting and in our teaching. Hygge comes from the
Danish word, meaning cosy, living in the moment and enjoying the simple things in life. This fits really well with the Meadows’ way of teaching, alongside the Curiosity Approach, Risk play, loose parts and Forest School. We are also taking part
in a Wonderlust Study, supporting children’s learning Hygge through the seasons, which is very exciting.

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:
Waiting List for September 2022
All of our sessions from September 2021-22 are now completely full and we are taking registration for places from September 2022. To avoid disappointment, please contact our manager Kelly ASAP by emailing hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com. We can offer pre-arranged, socially distanced visits to the setting ‘after hours’. Please take a virtual tour of
our lovely Pre-School on our Facebook Page or website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also
view our prospectus and to find out more.
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way,
Vanbrugh Meadows,
Long Hanborough, OX29 8FL
Phone number: 01865 689 015
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep
up to date with the latest news, information and events. ‘Like’ and
‘Follow’ us to keep in touch.
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make
a donation, however small, we would be so grateful. You can either
visit
the
‘Get
Involved’
page
on
our
website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe
link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526.
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Kids’ Corner
Hans Christian Andersen

N
W
S
R
I
Q
N
H
P
A
P
O
Y
Y
N
N
N
I
W
S

E
G
N
H
C
X
S
U
N
E
D
I
A
M
E
C
I
T
E
R

E
X
O
P
R
V
B
I
G
Y
Z
U
B
Y
G
L
F
H
D
E

U
L
W
Y
C
S
L
A
I
L
X
L
E
X
I
E
T
I
X
C

Q
M
M
D
F
E
V
R
R
K
Y
X
M
T
M
O
T
W
B
O

W
T
A
C
B
Y
E
U
I
W
F
D
T
L
L
L
K
T
W
R

O
J
N
M
B
D
Y
N
U
H
N
L
U
C
Q
I
F
G
K
G

N
D
U
A
S
Q
R
D
B
I
E
B
W
C
V
T
Y
X
R
E

S
H
R
H
E
Z
T
Y
P
M
O
E
O
D
K
T
I
G
M
H

T
B
O
E
Q
M
G
D
A
D
N
W
S
H
P
L
S
K
S
T

L
E
E
M
H
G
H
T
O
S
O
U
X
G
B
E
I
U
W
D

S
R
W
M
Y
E
C
H
R
Z
M
E
N
N
E
M
L
N
R
N

F
E
V
R
D
H
N
O
M
B
J
E
D
A
N
E
I
T
G
A

G
F
C
V
G
C
R
I
I
V
J
R
E
K
C
R
G
N
O
N

M
N
I
I
O
E
T
K
W
M
F
Y
E
Q
E
M
V
P
K
I

O
N
R
Q
P
M
D
R
F
S
K
L
W
I
I
A
O
N
Y
L

Z
L
E
M
Z
K
P
O
P
Z
Z
T
Z
A
W
I
U
B
B
B

S
T
E
A
D
F
A
S
T
T
I
N
S
O
L
D
I
E
R
O

S
R
E
W
O
L
F
S
A
D
I
E
L
T
T
I
L
F
Y
G

N
I
G
H
T
I
N
G
A
L
E
E
J
N
R
V
S
S
Z
H

EMPEROR’S NEW CLOTHES
GOBLIN AND THE GROCER
ICE MAIDEN

LITTLE IDA’S FLOWERS
LITTLE MATCH GIRL
LITTLE MERMAID
NIGHTINGALE
RED SHOES
SNOW MAN
SNOW QUEEN
STEADFAST TIN SOLDIER

Hans Christian Andersen was always wanted to be rich and
famous, and one way he tried to get there was by acting.
He never quite made it as an actor, but one of the directors
of the theatre paid for him to attend school. There, he began writing books and fairy tales, which did indeed make
him famous. Hans wrote fairy tales such as “The Emperor’s
New Clothes”, “The Little Mermaid” and “The Ugly Duckling”, along with many others—168 in total! He took folk
tales and legends and told them in a new way. He was always keen to write a moral into the end of the story, too. He
was well known as a writer who wrote in a new style—
spoken, everyday Danish—which no one had succeeded in
before. He wrote about difficult emotions and feeling alone
in his fairy tales “The Little Mermaid” and “The Ugly Duckling”, and even today, these stories help children and adults
to understand their own and other people’s emotions better.

Instructions:

Make Your Own Ugly (or Not!) Duckling

Information from: “Hans Christian Andersen.”
Encyclopædia
Britannica.
https://www.britannica.com/biography/
Hans-Christian-Andersen-Danishauthor. Accessed 5 September 2020.
Craft and photo from: “Duckling Craft for
Kids.” Easy Crafts for Kids. https://
www.easy-crafts-for-kids.com/ducklingcraft.html. Accessed 5 September 2020.

You Will Need:
Newspaper  Paper Cup  Yellow Paint  Glue 
Scissors  Yellow Paper  Orange Paper  Googly Eyes

SWINEHERD
THUMBELINA

1. Lay down newspaper so you can easily clean up. On the
newspaper, paint the outside of your paper cup yellow,
even the bottom. Leave it upside down to dry.
2. Cut out wings and some feathers for the duckling’s head
from the yellow paper. Cut out a beak and two feet from the
orange paper. When the
cup is dry, glue these pieces in place.
3. Glue the googly eyes in
place.
4. Use any other craft supplies you have to make your
duckling unique and different!
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Methodist Church
Services
March
It is not known yet whether our Methodist Church Services for March will be held virtually on Zoom or in
church. If you would like to join us, please contact either:
Nigel James: 01993 881711
Or Gill Breakspear: 019930883914
March
7th 10:00am
14th 10:00am
21st 10:00am
28th 10:00am

Mr Owen Carney
Rev Fred Ireland
(Holy Communion if in Church)
Rev Charles Harris
Rev Hedley Feast

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister, please contact either:
Minister: Rev. Fred Ireland (01993) 867301
Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 Mobile:07365325522

World Day of Prayer 2021
Sandy beaches, warm ocean, blue skies, bright flowers; all these sound very attractive to us during winter. The country of
Vanuatu, a land of many islands in the South Pacific is our focus for the World Day of Prayer 2021. It is a place of hopes
and disappointments, joy, challenges and social problems, and we are invited to pray with and for the women who have
written the material for the service this year. Their theme is “Build on a Strong Foundation” and will focus on the verses
from Matthew 7:24-27.
Because of the uncertainty and ongoing restrictions, we have decided to postpone our service here in Hanborough until
Friday 3 September with the hope that we can gather together as we have in the past. In the meantime, we hope that there
will be the opportunity to take part in an international online service on Friday 5 March.
Penny Fowler

The Hanborough Churches
Jesus was lead up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights,
afterwards he was famished.
Matthew Ch 4 v 1-2
The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the community and will be praying for a part of
the village’s community each month. In March, the focus of prayer will be on Riely Close, Kent’s Bank, Wasties Orchard,
New Road and Myrtle Farm Close

Letter from Our Minister
ear friends,
DHanborough
My name is Rev Fred Ireland, and I recently joined the Rev Charles Harris as a member of the ministry team at Long
Methodist Church. I also have pastoral charge of The United Church at Faringdon along with Bampton, Bur-

ford, Minster Lovell and Westcote Methodist Churches. I also serve as The Free Church Chaplain at Aylesbury Prison (I
have served as a Free Church Chaplain for the prison service for 33 years). I am married to Susan, and we have three
grown up children and seven grandchildren. I’m very much looking forward to getting involved in the life of Long Hanborough, though, of course, this may take some time given the restrictions on our lives right now. Unfortunately, a few weeks
ago I was tested positive for Covid-19 and was unwell for a while. I consider myself fortunate that I did not require hospitalisation, but nevertheless it was a very unpleasant experience. I have since recovered ,and for us all hopefully, with the vaccinations that are being rolled out, we may be looking at the beginning of the end of what has been a very challenging time
for all of us. Once we are able to open our churches again, I very much want to say that our church welcomes everyone
who would like to join with us on a Sunday morning for worship at 10:00am. Hopefully, in time, other activities will resume
throughout the week.
You can find information on our Circuit website:
www.witneyfaringdoncircuit.org.uk/faringdon/circuit-churches/long-hanborough.html
With kind regards
Fred
(Rev Fred Ireland)
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NHS Urges People in Hanborough to
Talk to Family about Organ Donation

The NHS has produced some tips and guidance to help
start the conversation:
Start by checking in first: ‘How are you doing?’ so you can
gauge whether now is a good time. Choose a time when
you’re not too distracted or when you’re sharing a space, or
time with each other, maybe over a cup of tea or out walking. Perhaps there is something that prompts the conversation—passing a driving test, seeing our campaign TV advert, or an article in the paper. Open with, ‘Did you hear’
and not your own point of view; or use a hypothetical, ‘How
would you feel if…’
If faith is important to you, open with talking about what you
know about your faith’s beliefs on giving. Acknowledge it’s
a difficult subject and that you don’t have to agree.
Find out more by visiting our dedicated pages at
www.organdonation.nhs.uk on how to discuss your decision
For more information on organ donation, and to register
your decision, please visit: www.organdonation.nhs.uk or
call 0300 123 23 23.

he NHS is launching a new campaign to urge families in
Tsearch
Oxfordshire to talk about organ donation following rethat less than half of adults in England have had the

conversation. The Leave Them Certain campaign aims to
highlight the impact not knowing has on the families who
are left behind and encourages people talk about their decision. It follows the law change last year in England, which
means that all adults are seen as willing to donate their organs unless they opt out or are in one of the excluded
groups.
In Oxfordshire, 339,772 people are currently on the NHS
Organ Donor Register, with 19 people becoming donors in
the last year, but the NHS needs more people to talk with
their families about their decision. Many still don’t realise
that families will still be approached before any donation
goes ahead. As part of the campaign, a new TV advert
launched this week featuring the Kakkad family. Shivum’s
father Bharat died from a cardiac arrest when he was 63,
but the family had never spoken about organ donation. The
advert ends with a powerful memory—when they asked
Shivum if his father wanted to be an organ donor and he
just didn’t know. Significantly, Shivum and his family did
agree to organ donation, but it was a decision that could
have been made easier if they’d had the conversation.
Shivum said,
“My father was a very giving person. He did charity
work and was a strong believer in the Hindu act of
Sewa, of service to God. When the specialist nurse
approached us about organ donation, we made our
decision. We knew that helping others in need was
what my father would have wanted. But I wish we
had spoken about it to know for certain and I would
urge others to take the opportunity while they still
can.”
Shivum hopes that by sharing their family’s story, they will
encourage more families to support and talk about organ
donation. The numbers of donors are increasing, but more
need to come forward, as often the best transplant match
will come from a donor of the same ethnicity. Bharat went
on to help the lives of two other people. He donated a kidney to a woman in her 50s and a kidney to a man in his 60s.
Research shows that the biggest barrier to talking about
organ donation is that it’s never come up in conversation,
with 34% of people stating this as their reason. 27% say
they are worried it will upset their family or make them feel
uncomfortable, 24% feel they don’t need to tell anyone their
decision, 22% don’t want to talk about their own death, 22%
say they haven’t got round to it yet and 16% have never
thought about organ donation before. Anthony Clarkson,
Director of Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation
for NHS Blood and Transplant, said:
“People often tell us that they struggle to find the right
time or words to talk about organ donation, unfortunately we see first-hand the impact not knowing has
on families when the first time they consider their
loved ones wishes around organ donation is when
they are seriously ill or have already died. Talk to
your friends, talk to your family. Even though the law
has changed, you can still sign up to the NHS Organ
Donor Register to provide your family with added reassurance. Please don’t wait. Have the conversation
today.”
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In the Kitchen
Rhubarb and Orange Meringue
Ingredients

Cook’s Chatter

1 lb. rhubarb
1 large orange
2 oz granulated sugar
1 oz cornflour
2 eggs
Prepare a cool oven. Wash and trim rhubarb and cut into short lengths. Place in 2 pt. cas- 3 oz caster sugar
serole or pie dish. Grate finely the orange and squeeze the juice. Place juice into measuring jug and make up to 3/4 pt. with water. Place juice, rind, granulated sugar and cornflour
into a liquidiser and run til blended. Pour into a small pan and bring to boil, stirring. Simmer
for 3 mins. then allow to cool.
As rhubarb starts to come into the shops an old family favourite in this house might
hit the spot.

Method

Separate eggs. Stir yolks into orange sauce and pour over rhubarb and cook in centre of
oven at 170°C for 20 mins. Turn oven down to 150°C Whilst rhubarb is cooking, whip egg
whites til stiff and dry. Whisk in half of caster sugar and whisk til stiff again. Fold in remaining sugar with metal spoon. Pile onto rhubarb and return to oven to cook for a further 20-25
mins. til meringue is lightly coloured and rhubarb tender.

Oxford Bus and Morris Motors Museum
Old Tom’s racing and boxing links
M 2856 was built by Commer Car Company in 1913. It is
Bselective
a 24.8 hp Estate Coach, or shooting brake, with pretransmission. However, there is only a brake and a
clutch pedal. The accelerator is a handle in the middle of the
steering wheel.
It is a charabanc, which means it has bench seats with a
separate door for each row. There is no aisle. It seats the
driver plus fifteen passengers, one of whom sits next to the
driver.
In 1921, BM 2856 was sold back to Commer Cars, which
used it for promotional purposes. It took part in many London to Brighton Runs and coach rallies
In 1971, Rootes sold BM 2856 to The Black Collection of
vintage cars in Keighley, Yorkshire. It was repainted into the
Keithley Corporation colours of maroon with gold lining.
In the early 1990s, it was sold to an American, Sam W. Garrett, and taken to San Francisco, where Sam had a large
collection of vintage vehicles. Just after the turn of the centu-

ry, Sam was given an ultimatum by his wife and BM 2856
had to be sold.
Paul Tappin of Tappins coaches of Didcot had always wanted to restore a charabanc because the firm had operated
many charabancs in the early years of the twentieth century.
He bought BM 2856 and repatriated it to the UK.
The restoration took two years. New wooden wheels were
made and the mechanics overhauled. The vehicle was repainted into Tappins’s orange livery, in which it is now exhibited in the museum and renamed ‘Old Tom’ in memory of the
company’s founder Tom Tappin.
Its first owner had been the 5th Earl of Lonsdale. BM 2856
and two other charabancs were used at Lowther Castle,
near Penrith, for taking shooting parties round his Estate.
The Earl had many interests, including boxing and
he was the originator of
‘The Lonsdale Belt’. His
racing colours were primrose yellow, so when he
ordered BM 2856 it had to
be painted in his house
colours.
Similarly, when the Earl
The Brighton Coach Rally 1956 by Arthur Hustwick
founded and became the
first President of The Automobile Association, now the AA,
his primrose yellow became, and remains, the AA’s corporate colour.
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