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Make Do and Mend: A Call for Hanborough Based Repair Café

epair cafés are brilliant. Across the UK and abroad,
Rrepairing
people are discovering (or rediscovering) the joy of
goods rather than sending them to landfill. They

save money, use the skills they have, learn new ones
and meet people.
Last year, it became increasingly difficult to know what to
buy and from where. Ethical Consumer Magazine helps
us decide which company has the best score for being
sustainably made, the workers given a fair wage, low
mileage travelled and not practising tax evasion. It’s still
time consuming, and we realised that the best option of
all was to repair goods that need replacing, if possible.
So when our iron fused and printer packed up in the
space of a week last summer, a friend—who runs the
Eynsham Repair Café—kindly introduced me to a lovely
man in Hanborough. He fixed both of them, and on top of
that, she repaired a belt for me. Result!
During lockdown, Repair Cafés have been put on hold
(for obvious reasons), but at some point they will be allowed to open again—perhaps at first in an open air setting. Maybe we could get one set up in Hanborough?
So what is a repair café? A volunteer-run group that will
have a go at repairing a variety of goods: electrical, clothing, furniture and other household goods. People needed: organisers, and people with skills in repairing the
above goods or others willing to learn new skills. Electricians, dressmakers and carpenters are among those
whose skills will be much in demand. They run usually on
a regular basis at a set time in a set place. Voluntary donations are accepted with a suggestion the those that
can afford to pay 10-15% of the price of the item repaired. One café found that about 30% of electrical items
are repairable. Parts can often be reused from those that
cannot be repaired. The money goes back into use for
the costs of running the café: insurance costs, admin
fees and rental of spaces.
It turns out that Repair Cafés have been around for a
while. In Wales, there is a really large network of them
coordinated at a national level. In Oxfordshire, there is
support available from the Community Action Group
(CAG). They have expertise available and can provide
some equipment and initial funding for setting the café
up. I attended an online meeting they arranged and was
impressed by how much experience and enthusiasm is
out there. The photos of the events they have helped to
organise look like a lot of fun for everyone involved.
There’s even been a BBC TV show about them! (See
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact/questions/showstours-and-take-part/take-part-the-repair-shop)
So, taken by the whole repair ethos, I have now bought a
sewing machine in a charity shop and have patched up
some jeans. Savings in total in the last year: well over
£150. Delight at learning a new skill: very high. Meeting
new people: priceless.
Continued on page 18...

Full Steam Ahead for Hanborough Station Masterplan
masterplan for the redevelopment of Hanborough Station
Adistrict
is on track after a £15,000 cash injection was approved by
councillors.
The idea for the plan came from a key recommendation from
a report prepared by independent consultants last year.
The aim is to see a range of improvements introduced to
boost its importance as a key transport hub, reducing pressure on the A40 and integrating into a wider transport strategy for the area to promote active travel including walking,
cycling and the use of a bus service. Cllr Jeff Haine, Cabinet
Member for Planning Strategy at West Oxfordshire District
Council, said,
“This masterplan will map out the huge potential of
Hanborough station which is becoming increasingly
important in the overall development of the surrounding area. Hanborough has always been well placed as
a link to Oxford, London and Worcester and we can
now start to realise its key role as we look to support
housing growth and the visitor economy.”

The Council’s Cabinet approved the £15,000 funding which
will come from the unallocated Housing and Planning Delivery Grant and will be used to match-fund a £15,000 contribution from Oxfordshire County Council.
Cllr Alaa Al-Yousuf, who represents Freeland and Hanborough, added,
“Hanborough is already a busy station and will become more so in the future, so this plan is essential for
its development and that of the wider area to include
an active transport strategy.”
Earlier this year saw the formation of the Hanborough Station
Sub-Group, part of the North Cotswold Line Task Force,
which brings together five county councils and Local Enterprise Partnerships.
The task force is hoping for additional trains between Hanborough and Oxford.
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February Report
Parish Council Meetings
Due to the pandemic, legislation was changed to allow for online meetings, and we are currently not
allowed to meet in person. Councillors look forward to when face-to-face meetings can resume. Public
participation is encouraged as always, and this can be by questions to the clerk or chair in advance, or
by requests to speak. All meetings are notified on the website and noticeboards as usual. The clerk will
share online joining instructions on request.
Become a Parish Councillor
Would you like to engage with your fellow residents and work to sustain and improve the quality of village life in Church
Hanborough and Long Hanborough? As a Parish Councillor, people regard you as responsible for things that happen
locally. You will make a difference by influencing decisions that affect our village community. Being a Councillor is, of
course, a commitment but highly satisfying.
Please contact the Parish Clerk to find out how you might get involved.

Christmas Volunteers
Councillors formally recorded thanks to Julie Stuart-Thompson, a Freeland resident, who organised Christmas dinners
and presents for ten Hanborough families and to all the volunteers who helped with this.
Playground Ramp
The new ramp is open. It's a great improvement on the old steps and provides a more accessible way through the area.
In the spring, we will seed the area and are seeing how we can get the signs cleaned. Councillors formally recorded
thanks to Pye who part-funded and organised the construction.
MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area)
Councillors have agreed to install a second entrance to the MUGA which will be at the opposite end from the current
one. Councillors have also agreed to raise the fence at the school end by 1.5 meters to help reduce the number of balls
going over into the school grounds. We anticipate that both projects will be started on 2 February, along with replacing
three panels that have had holes cut in them. Replacing panels cut in this way has now cost us £1,500.
We are also planning to clean and repaint the tennis court and are getting quotes to do this work in the spring.
Fly Tipping
We have noted a rise in local fly tipping of both rubbish and also green waste. The local tip remains open, and unlike
many parts of the country, booking is not required to visit. WODC also offer a reasonably priced service to collect larger
items and also a regular green waste roadside service.
Traffic Calming
Councillors are joining a Freeland group to explore a joined-up approach to traffic calming initiatives in our parishes. We
welcome thoughts and note concerns raised in the past about Lower Road traffic speed and large vehicle access to Pigeon House Lane.

Dogs, Dogs, Dogs!
We love our four-legged friends, but if you own one, please ask them to respect other users in common areas. We still
have dog mess to remove in the areas around the playground (dog mess is very dangerous for children and unpleasant
for the rest of us). No dogs are allowed in the fenced area of either the games area or playground and definitely not, as
reported recently, on the picnic tables.
Blenheim Plans for the Area
Blenheim attended the last council meeting to present strategic plans for the estate based around five initiatives to connect communities, use land for health benefits, put value on the natural land, move to carbon negative land management
and create economic partnerships.
https://www.blenheimestate.com/land/
Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can also
contact us through the website for non urgent enquiries: www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk.
Reporting Highway problems
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems. Councillors
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths,
etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary.
The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues.
Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the
decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site:
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/
There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in
your area. You can register at he following location: https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/
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Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 9 February 2020 online at 6:30pm.
An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday. Members of
the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or queries by prior written request to
the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting and joining instructions will be provided. Please
note that meeting dates may change.

Hanborough Parish Councillors
Ellen Armitage Tel: 07775419512
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com

Rich Fuller Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Paul Mowat Tel: 07557571836
email: paul.mowat@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Penelope Marcus Tel: 881312
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com

Jeff Borer Tel: 882286
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Steve Page Tel: 359984
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Niels Chapman (Chair) Tel: 882932
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Kerry Scarlett Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com

Michael Franklin Tel: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com

Lucy Tritton Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Rod Fraser Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel : 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Officers of the Parish Council
Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and Allotments matters.
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com
Office Hours: 01993 773532, Mobile: 0776 7020 290

Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk

Executive Summary
A survey was sent to 1,500 households in October/November 2020 asking residents, “What facilities would encourage you to use the proposed community centre on a regular basis?” Here are
the results:
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Waste & Recycling
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/
jars.
In GREEN weeks recycling, garden waste and food waste
will be collected.
In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be
collected.

3rd & 17th of Feb

10th & 24th Feb

Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to
our depot via our new online form:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin.

A Job Done Well:
Carpentry, furniture assembly
Doors hung, door locks fitted
Curtain rails and blinds fitted
Gutters cleared; fencing
Painting and decorating

Please Note…
No job
too small

•

•

Rob Atkinson
Property maintenance & high quality DIY

Tel: 07876-275300
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com

•
•

A Warm Welcome to All New
Residents

Due to the current emergency, some dates may
change; please contact the event organiser to
confirm.
Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough
Herald, but are the views of the contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication are not
endorsed nor specifically recommended by the
Management Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please mention
to the supplier that you saw their advertisement in
the Hanborough Herald.

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ?

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or
Church Hanborough and have not yet received a
‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can
give one to you.
This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and
the pack contains information with contact numbers about
things that go on in the villages and a map to help you find
your way around.
Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you,
they are available from the following locations: The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage,
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair
Studio or online at:
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/

Has a new family arrived near you?
We would love to welcome them and give them a
‘Welcome Pack’.
If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
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The Census is Coming 21 March
Information from the digital-first census will help decide
how services are planned and funded in our local area.
Census outputs inform where millions of pounds of public
funding is spent on services like transport, education and
health and on cycle routes, schools and dental surgeries.
Everyone will receive a letter with a unique access code in
the post, allowing them to complete their questionnaire
online. Paper questionnaires will be available on request.
For more information, visit census.gov.uk.

Hanborough Herald Contact Details
Editor: Tommy Begley
hanboroughherald@gmail.com
Tel: 07796 795207
Advertising Officer: Val Pankhurst
advertshh@gmail.com
Tel: 01993 882363
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls
Tel: 01993 881466
Management Committee: All of the above plus:
Chairman: Nigel James
Tel: 01993 881711
Treasurer: Michael Greenway
Tel: 01993 357014
Member: Jane Lewis
Tel: 01993 883077
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EST SINCE 1994.

Hanborough
& Freeland Running Group

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
&
CARPET CLEANING

Interest in the Hanborough & Freeland Running Group has
been steadily growing since the summer months. We now
have around 35 runners, including a number who have
joined the group on Strava logging their weekly mileage
and a new group on Whatsapp, which is proving to be a
good way to keep in touch over upcoming runs.
In recent weeks, we have also seen weekday runs emerge
via Whatsapp, meaning that peer-led groups are emerging
that are suitable for all sorts of ability levels, and we have
also ventured away from the villages for our starting points,
finding some great, safe and smooth-surfaced routes for
group running during the darker evenings. By the time you
read this, we may have also done some Christmas themed
runs.
Wednesday evening social runs continue each week at
6:30pm, with options for splitting the group to ensure we
remain within PHE guidelines for social distancing and so
that we can run with others of similar ability.
If you tend to run by yourself (or in a small group) but
would be interested in finding some local runners to go for
a run with, then get in touch.
Hope to see running soon, and happy new year!

FULLY INSURED

millbrookservices1@gmail.com
TEL: 01235 511541 MOB: 078144 28395/07900 51111

DIDCOT. OXFORDSHIRE
Visit our webpage to view all other services:

www.millbrookcleaning.co.uk

For Information, visit https://www.strava.com/clubs/
HanFree-Run or email HanFree-run@outlook.com.
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Unexpected Tales 4
We would like to thank everyone who bought the latest
edition of Unexpected Tales
at our book launch at the
Farmers Market held in Freeland last December. The
book sales and some generous donations meant were
able to make a fantastic donation of £770 to Helen and
Douglas House, our local
children’s hospice.
Unexpected Tales 4 is a collection of short stories by local authors living in OX29. It
is not too late to buy a copy
of either the paperback or ebook by searching “Unexpected Tales 4 OX29 Anthology”
on Amazon. All profits we make are donated to Helen and
Douglas House.
We are hoping to have an Unexpected Tales 5 and are
always keen to receive short stories from new authors. We
will let you have more information about how to submit a
story in a future.

Giving Blood and Plasma Remains Essential for NHS
During Strictest Covid-19 Restrictions
plasma and platelet donors in all Tiers are urged
Bandlood,
by the NHS to keep attending as normal if they are fit
healthy. Giving blood and plasma is classed as essen-

tial travel and donation sessions will stay open, with appointments remaining as normal.
This important reminder follows a fresh appeal from NHS
Blood and Transplant for blood and platelet donors to
make an appointment if they don’t already have one. Donors are also asked to keep to their appointment if they
can, to help build blood stocks ahead of a potentially challenging winter period.
The only two days of the year that blood donations are not
collected is Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.
An extra 1,500 units of blood is currently needed every
week and extra appointments have been added across the
country to help meet this need. Permanent donor centres
in major towns and cities generally have the best appointment availability.
Extra safety measures are in place. Donors are triaged
with a temperature check on arrival. Hand gels and hand
washing facilities are available, donors are spaced apart
and staff are doing extra cleaning. Staff and donors wear
face coverings.
Donors are reminded to follow all relevant Government
transport guidance when making a journey to give blood.
Each donation can save or improve up to three lives.
Book appointments and check the latest guidance on
Covid-19 and giving blood by calling 0300 123 23 23,
downloading the NHS Give Blood app, or visiting the website blood.co.uk.

Freeland Nurseries
Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road
Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-4.30pm;
Sunday 9.30am-4.00pm
Tel:- 01993 881430
Website: https://
freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
New season’s vegetable and flower seeds
Seed potatoes
Spring bulbs, primroses and polyanthus
for early colour
Main crop potatoes -12.5kg and 25kg bags
Logs, coal and kindling wood
Comprehensive selection of wild bird
products
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1st Hanborough Freeland Scout Group
We’re starting this month’s report with a heartfelt plea: we need you!
As reported in December, our Scouts Leader Mike has stepped down
after more than 30 years of incredible service. This means that we
need new Scouts Leaders and volunteers to take his place. I can’t
stress enough how important this is—we will struggle to offer a Scouts
group in 2021 unless new volunteers come forward to help us.
The Scouts group is for young people aged 10-14, who move up from
Cubs before going on to Explorers. We are very fortunate to have active leaders for our Beavers, Cubs and Explorers groups, who continue to do activities either online or face-to-face whenever possible. Last year was challenging for us as a group, and it looks like 2021 will be no easier. Currently, all activities are taking place online
only until the government changes the rules. We are very fortunate to have a fantastic team of leaders and volunteers, but we do need extra hands to lighten the load.
Our group is very active, providing all kinds of wonderful experiences for young people in Hanborough and Freeland, and that is all down to our volunteers that keep everything going. To get involved, take a look at our website
www.hfscouting.org.uk and get in touch via the contact page or send an email to gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to express your interest. You do not need any previous experience of Scouting, but a love of working with young people is vital and so is a sense of adventure! You will receive lots of help and support from our other group leaders
and the Executive Committee, and training is provided. We will be with you every step of the way.

It is not an exaggeration to say that we will struggle to carry on without new volunteers.
On a positive note, we need to say a big thank you to everyone that supported the Hanborough Christmas Post in
December. We received over £200 in donations!

Freeland District Girlguiding
Freeland District Girlguiding covers: The villages of Freeland, Long Hanborough &
North Leigh.
Due to lockdown, all the Rainbow, Brownie and Guide units in Long Hanborough and
North Leigh will continue running meetings via Zoom. Rainbows last term managed to
obtain the Fruit and Vegetable Badge. The Rainbows and Brownies this term are both
working towards the Feel Good Stage 2 Skills Builder Badge.
It has been a very hard year financially for our units, and we also know that many of
our parents have been affected by the current circumstances. This term, we have asked our parents to cover the Annual
Membership Fee that is payable to Girl Guiding UK for every member, girls and adults. This covers membership of Girlguiding (UK) and the Guiding region, county, division and district we belong to. The money is used to develop the Guiding
programme and badges, including the current Adventures at Home resources, insurance and safeguarding, plus the costs
of
running
our
local
area,
such
as
the
rent
on
the
county
camp
equipment
storage.
In our units, we do not have sufficient funds to pay this cost for the girls this year like we normally do, as usually we have
built up sufficient reserves from the termly subs payable from last year to cover this, but we have not been able to do this.
To cover this annual membership charge of £40.00 we have asked parents to pay this, which is slightly more than our usual £30 termly fee. If parents prefer not to pay, a decision we will totally understand, we will simply remove your Rainbow/
Brownie/Guide from the membership of the unit and place her onto the relevant waiting list. This means that the unit will
not then be charged the membership fee for your daughter whilst she is on the waiting list, meaning that
we can remain financially viable, as we do not want to close any units if possible. We will then offer a
place again when we are able to meet face-to-face; all girls attending Zoom will need to pay the fee.
If you are interested in registering your daughter to join Guiding for the first time when we can meet
again or to join us now on zoom, then please visit https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk/ or contact
Wendy on 01993 883120. We also cannot run our units without adult volunteers, so if you are interested
in helping in any of our units, again please contact Wendy.
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Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats
By a Country Girl

n Hanborough, our winters do have
Iwhen
their moments of magic—the days
it’s bright and clear and frost has

touched everything and the days when
winter mists shroud the landscape and
deepen its mystery. Those days though
are all too fleeting. What we have more
of are days of rain and flooded landscapes. These can be beautiful, particularly when their glassy reflections are
picked out by a low wintery sun or the
drama of winter sunrises and sunsets.
All too often though, what we experience more often is the challenge of
walking in the Oxfordshire countryside. If water isn’t lying low
in the valleys and barring our way, then it is sitting on sodden
ground and making a quagmire of paths and track ways.
Walking in winter here can be difficult and sometimes precarious, as much of Oxfordshire is characterised by clay that
when wet slips and slides underfoot and sticks like glue on
boots. We are not alone—Oxford Clay (or Oxford Clay Formation) extends far beyond Oxfordshire to underlie much of
southeast England. It’s composed of rocks of sedimentary
origin, which were deposited for the most part in warm shallow seas. Their story takes us from the Jurassic, some 200
million years ago, through the Cretaceous, and then the much
later Ice Ages. There are four types of rock that are common
in Oxfordshire, and each one represents a different ancient
environment (see figure below).
Oxford Clay is well known for its
rich
fossil
record
of fish and invertebrates. Many of
the fossils are well—or even exceptionally—preserved and are available to see in the Oxford University
Natural History Museum. Animals
which lived in the Oxford Clay Sea
include Plesiosaurs (marine reptiles
that first appeared about 215 million years ago and died out about
66 million years ago), Marine Crocodiles, Ichthyosaurs (also extinct
marine (reptiles), Cephalopods
(squid, octopus, cuttlefish, or nautiOxford Geology Trust
lus, and very commonly, belemnites—a type of mollusc), bivalves, and a variety
of gastropods (also molluscs). Hanborough itself is sited upon a mixture of yellow limestone and Oxford Clay mudstone,
both of which date from the Jurassic period. Overlaying the
bedrock are various forms of drift dating from the ice age.
These include large brown water-worn pebbles carried from
the Midlands by ice drifts and water and a gravel deposit that
underlies most of Long Hanborough.
Clay soils are innately fertile, as the clay particles hold onto
nutrients. They also contain a lot of beneficial microorganisms
and other soil flora and fauna, adding to this innate fertility.
Very heavy clay soils however, may have poor drainage, especially where areas of very compact soil (known as “pans”)
exist. As can be seen in the winter landscape, they can become very wet or even waterlogged, sticky and slippery,
Though they do take longer to dry out in a hot summer they

can crack open, sometimes with deep fissures.
Our Oxford Clay can support a wide range of habitats and wildlife. Sadly, since the Second World War, farming policies and
practices have rapidly changed and intensified, causing dramatic declines in traditional farmland habitats, biodiversity and
species, particularly of farmland birds. Changing management
methods include decreases in mixed farming, moving from
spring to autumn sowing of arable crops, switching from hay to
silage production, increases in pesticide and fertiliser use, and
removing of non-cropped features like hedgerows. Adding to
these pressures, agricultural pollutants now contribute 50-60%
of nitrates, 20-30% of phosphates and 75% of soil as sediment
to England’s waterways. Increased over-running of drains has
also introduced blooms of toxic algae from untreated sewerage.
Some efforts have been made to reverse the impact of these
practices and processes, but sadly, most habitats and species
are still in decline and in terms of wildlife, potentially vulnerable
to extinction.
Lockdown has brought many more people out onto the paths
and into the woods around Hanborough and with it, for many, a
greater appreciation of nature. An increased volume of feet and
paws on the ground, however, does bring extra pressure for
already compromised habitats and wildlife. So what can you do
to reduce those pressures and preserve those natural spaces
when you are at home or out and about?
“A simple act of kindness and compassion towards a single animal may not mean anything to all creatures, but
will mean everything to one.”
Paul Oxton

Put a range of good quality bird food out in feeders in the
garden. It can really make a difference to the survival of many
species in winter. For useful advice and the do’s and don’t’s, go
to the Top 10 bird feeding tips this winter from the RSPB:
www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/rspb-news/news/stories/top-10bird-feeding-tips-this-winter
Keep your dogs under control when walking through farmland and woods. Dogs are wonderful companions, but an excitable dog running through undergrowth can terrify wild animals
and if it happens often enough, animals and birds will abandon
their home habitats and ranges.
Stick to established paths. Not always easy in winter, but it is
already evident in our local woods particularly, that during this
year of lock down, they have been damaged, and on a micro
level, fragmented by a myriad of new tracks that have been created. We are so fortunate in Hanborough to have ancient woodland—such as Millwood and Pinsley Wood—on our doorstep.
These are habitats that support many rare species of flora and
invertebrates. These species are particularly vulnerable to disturbance, so extra care to preserve the wild areas off the old
established paths is critical.
Don’t leave litter. Litter, at best, is unsightly in wild places, at
worst cans, bottles and plastic bags and so on can poison,
maim and kill animals. It is sobering to know that
the RSPCA receives around 14 calls per day about animals that
have got into trouble with or been injured by pieces of litter. That
is over 5,000 calls per year and, of course, that doesn’t include
pets or animals that are taken directly to vets or rescue centres
to be treated. Nor does it include the wild animals that are not
found, or found too late. Taking litter home is an easy thing to
do and it will make a significant difference to wildlife and wild
places.

10

11

WHITE NOISE
A veil of acrid black smoke falls across the time that has passed,
Even the richest moments that shine and dazzle don’t last,
The past becomes memory and another entry on history's wall
If history teaches us anything it's that history teaches us nothing at all.
But truth is whatever the sirens say it is with their neon lit facts,
Ignorance and denial the new stars on a stage of alternative acts,
Integrity is for the taking, another product in the war for our attention,
Litanies of self serving lies, recreational rage and blatant condescension. HWT Trustees are very aware that there may
be some people in need as a result of the Coronavirus epidemic, and requests are invited at
Yet beneath the concrete and the pitiless hiss of white noise,
this time to cover emergencies by any individuThe earth persists, Mother Nature resists and offers choice,
als or families who live in Hanborough and may
You are more than a helpless passenger on a ship of jaundiced minds,
consider themselves and their need appropriDeeper, purer truths lay in the real passion and power of mankind.
ate. Please do so by contacting either Gill
Breakspear
on
gillbreakWatch the herd slip by hell bent on its non-existent digital quest,
spear@btinternet.com or Rev Nigel Knights
The opinionated roar of the many lacks the clarity of the best,
Johnson
on
nigelknightsjohnYou owe nothing to false prophets and their Quixotic bid,
son@gmail.com. If you do not have access to
They don’t see you, they don’t know you, they probably never did.
email or the internet, then please ring on 01993
359572.
from divalde
HANDY MAN SERVICE
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower resealants
Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs &
carpentry

CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or
Email: dasdecandbuild@gmail.com

12

Eynsham Medical Group Update As of 15 January 2021
Covid-19 Vaccination Programme
The Covid vaccination programme began in December, and so far, we have successfully vaccinated
over 1,000 of our patients. We have now moved onto vaccinating Group 3 and we are contacting eligible patients directly to arrange appointments. If anyone has not been contacted for a vaccination from
Groups 1 and 2, please get in touch, but we continue to ask that you do not call the surgery for anything else regarding the Covid vaccination. Thank you for your patience.
Eynsham Medical Group is delighted to be working with the Witney practices to deliver the Covid-19 vaccination program to
all over 50s and any under the age of 50 in flu risk categories. Due to complex logistics, we will begin by vaccinating at
Windrush Surgery in Witney, and it may take 6-9 months to complete the program.
We thank our community for your generous support throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, it is hugely appreciated. We hope
this is the beginning of a return to normal life but we have two big asks to help us get there:
Please bear with us as we step up to deliver the vaccination program alongside normal general practice, and consider
other resources such as the NHS website and local pharmacies to help self-manage problems when appropriate.
Consider volunteering to be trained to give vaccinations, particularly if you have any medical, nursing or first aid training
or to work as a steward. To volunteer email occg.emg.covidvolunteers@nhs.net
For more information about the vaccine, visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirusvaccination/coronavirus-vaccine
For information about how we are delivering our services during the COVID-19 pandemic, visit https://
www.eynshammedicalgroup.org.uk/coronavirus-changes-in-gp-care-update
Thank you for your continued support.
Flu Vaccination
We still have some availability for patients that wish to receive their flu vaccinations. Please contact the surgery to book an
appointment on 01865 881206.
Move to the New Long Hanborough Surgery & Pharmacy
We hope to move to the new surgery in the springtime. Unfortunately, due to unavoidable setbacks, we have had to push
the move date. We very much look forward to welcoming our patients to our brand new Surgery and Pharmacy very soon.
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Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965

Charity No. 304309

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming children 2-5 years of age. Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for children aged three years or over and 15
hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We provide a safe
and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The sessions
run Monday-Thursday during school term time, starting with the morning session 8:45-11:45am, lunchtime sessions
where children can stay and have lunch is 11:45am-12:5pm and the afternoon session is 12:15-3:15pm. Fridays PreSchool finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest School sessions on Friday mornings, where the
children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.
Prospective Children: Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we are restricted on when we can have visits to the setting at moment. On our public Facebook page (Hanborough Pre-School) and our website we have put together a little video of our
Pre-school for you so you can have a virtual look around.
This term the children have enjoyed local walks and were able to watch the tractor spread muck on the fields to help this
year’s crops grow. We also had a fabulous time exploring our first sprinkle of snow, looking at the different tracks that
had been left and making snow puddings. We have been finding out about the weather in winter and learning the different words used to describe it. They have also been doing the topic “All About Me.”
The children have been using some new balancing equipment in our garden area and are leaving food for the birds,
ready for the RSPB big garden bird watch at the end of January.

Term Dates:
Term 3: Tuesday 5th January 2021-Friday 12th February 2021
Term 4: Monday 22nd February 2021-Wednesday 31st March 2021
Fund Raising Events:
Elf Hunt: Thank you to all who took part! We raised £70.00. Well done to the winner Benji who won the Ten Little Elves
pictured above, drawn out from all the correct entries
Quiz Night: This was postponed from January and will now be a Valentine’s Night Quiz via Zoom on Friday 12th February at 7:30pm. Standard entry ticket £5.00, VIP ticket £8.00—see our Facebook page for more information.
Current Fees: Morning (8:45-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15-3:15pm) are £15 per session. Lunchtime sessions
(Monday-Thursday inc 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2 per session. For details on what sessions are currently available,
please contact us for more information.
Do contact us on the numbers below if you are thinking of booking a place for your child in the 2020/21 school year, as
we are filling up the sessions, or email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com or download from our
website. Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news. You can also visit our
website for more information: http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/.
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit: Call Lynda Leach (882503)
or the pavilion (883178) session times
Administration
Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated GOOD.
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A Letter to the Editor

S ir,Re: your article from the Oxford Bus Museum that you

included in the September and November Herald issues.
In reply, I would like to beg the question why so much attention has been paid to a House Coach BBL 391 which
has been recently acquired from out of our area and then
sent away to be renovated in Yorkshire at what seems to
be some rather expensive sum!
I donated (at my expense) in the late 1990s a very, very
local Bedford 29-seat OB to the museum, number DBW
613, which had spent much of its life working and running
in the ownership of Oliver’s Coaches, Main Road, Long
Hanborough. I went to the Museum with a friend in early
2000 to see progress and was told by a member, who
showed us around, that the Museum was considering purchasing a complete set of the main woodwork from a company in Wales, who also was restoring their Bedford OB.
Also, a new replacement engine was being considered for
purchasing from the RAF stores at Stafford, who had discovered some boxes in their warehouses—since then I
have heard nothing.
This coach was donated to the Museum on the understanding that it would be restored back to its working days’
condition and made available for visitors to travel in. You
could not get a closer local vehicle, which was based
some ¾ mile up the road from the local Museum.
Money was donated towards this vehicle by Mike Hallam,
Joan Hulm née Oliver and the late Barbara Smith who
lived in Mr. & Mrs. Oliver’s house at 77 Main Road—and I
hope that this money has been ring-fenced towards the
restoration of DBW? I have a wonderful painting of DBW
in all its splendour standing in the Market Place at Woodstock where it was often seen (see below).
I find it really sad that real local history relating to Oliver’s
Coaches has been passed by, by the Oxford Bus Museum, and maybe if it had been a COMS bus it would have
been a different story.
Just out of interest I drove DBW many, many miles when
working for Oliver’s and so find it hard to swallow that this
very local bus that I donated seems to have been ignored.
I hope that the Museum can now find time to get this vehicle restored, so that myself and local visitors can enjoy
travelling again in it.
I rest my case.

Woodstock & District u3a
Nervously navigating from Tier to Tier each day, it seems
that members of Woodstock & District University of the 3rd
Age (u3a) continue to show considerable ingenuity and
application in pursuing their varied interests. Monthly
Speaker Meetings are now online. The illustrated talk on 5
January was about stars and stargazing by astrophotographer Mary McIntyre. This month is (on 2 February)
a biographical study of Hardit Singh, a Balliol graduate and
WWI fighter pilot, while 2 March promises an account of
growing up in post-WWII East London by Jeff Rozelaar. A
more rural theme on 2 April when Christine Cox will reveal
the Verney family and Claydon House. Non-members are
welcome to virtually attend meetings, courtesy of Zoom.
Visit the Woodstock u3a website to access a free link to the
talk.

Michael Willey

As always, the bulk of activities take place in the 20-plus
Interest Groups of the Branch. Those doughty Recorder
Players continue to provide the rest of us with recipes and
household hints in the intervals of their daily practice. Still
on the musical front, I sadly missed December's ‘Ukulele
Day,’ organised by the u3a Thames Valley Network (TVN).
And, on 20 January, TVN offered online advice on improving the composition of your photographs. Check u3atvnetwork.org.uk.
Finally, for your calendars and diaries, if all goes well,
Wednesday 2 June 2021 should see the first ever National
u3a Day—watch this space!
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Continued from front page… If you are interested in the
idea of setting up a repair café locally or have skills, please
email me at angemwilson@gmail.com. There is some money and support available from WODC and CAG, with courses run on PAT testing of electrical items. Come and join the
repair revolution!
While you are reading—If anyone has any old unused/
broken laptops lying around at home, please let me know,
as they are being repurposed and given to students in digital poverty. Some children have no access to computers or
the internet. Local groups are trying to ensure that no
school child is left behind. If anyone has the skills to repair
computers and time to give this type of project, then we
would also LOVE to hear from you too. Thanks!

Are you busy with a booming business but the
last thing you want to do when you come
home is that
DREADED PAPER WORK!
I can provide help from preparing & checking
invoices, VAT, admin and any general assistance!

Eynsham Rotary’s Successful Santa Events
s members of The Rotary Club of Eynsham we were
Awould
worried that the usual Christmas tours and collections
not be able to go ahead this year, but we were able

I normally work within the Events & Hospitality
sector as a Sales Trainer but due to COVID19, I am unable to operate!

to work around the restrictions and, with the help of various
school and PTA members we were able to stage a couple
of events and a tour. Firstly, we had the virtual ceremony of
"Lights On In Eynsham," which was supported by more
than 250 households! A very good virtual turnout!
The primary schools at Eynsham and Stanton Harcourt
staged events to support Father Christmas, and in Cassington, Santa and his reindeer toured the streets to be greeted
by many residents and children.
Despite no actual collections, we raised some funds for the
schools and certainly raised some cheer.
Thanks go to all those at the respective schools for their
considerable help in making the events a success and to
the elves from the Co-Op who supported Santa on his way.

I’m currently providing some admin support for
the construction industry (which is busy)!! If I
can help you, please do get in touch
I look forward to hearing from you
victoriacalcutt@vcaconsultinguk.com
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its contractors have had to work with heavy duty equipment, all while carefully navigating small roads, rivers and
rail crossings.
This is evident at Blenheim Palace, where Gigaclear has
built more than 70 connections, meaning residential properties on the Blenheim Estate, as well as local farms, will
benefit. Roger File, Property Director at Blenheim Palace,
said,
“We value the importance of digital inclusion for all
and are fully behind Gigaclear’s mission to provide
world-leading internet speeds to rural areas left behind by other service providers. It’s a serious undertaking to dig metres and metres of trench but we’ve
worked with Gigaclear to get this done with as little
fuss as possible. It’s no exaggeration to say that the
infrastructure will be transformative for people living
in the Blenheim Estate.”

Ultrafast Broadband Delivered to Over 10,000 Properties
in District—You May Have Noticed?

Ms Joiner added,
“We try to make sure we that once we complete a
project we leave the area looking the same, if not
better, than when we arrived. This is exactly what
we’ve done in West Oxfordshire, navigating Blenheim Palace and many beautiful villages with great
care. Our work in West Oxfordshire with the District
Council and BDUK will be completed by early next
year, however we will be continuing to build our own
network in the region, serving the most isolated and
rural communities in West Oxfordshire.”

ell, it would have been hard not to have noticed the disW
ruption in the village last month for motorists and pedestrians alike. It seemed like every road and path was

being turned upside down and filled to the brim with orange
wires. That is because they were—more than 10,000 rural
homes and businesses in West Oxfordshire now have access to ultrafast full-fibre internet, providing them with some
of the fastest broadband speeds in the world. This milestone for the District has been delivered by rural broadband
provider Gigaclear (you may remember the surveys from
them through your letter box), in partnership with the West
Oxfordshire District Council and the Government’s broadband agency Building Digital UK (BDUK).
The properties, which are in some of the most remote areas of the District and suffered internet speeds as slow as
1Mbps, now have access to Gigaclear’s ultrafast full-fibre
broadband, providing speeds of up to 1Gbps. Many of the
10,000 properties were part of the Connecting West Oxfordshire Project which has seen West Oxfordshire District
Council and BDUK invest £3.1m between them with Gigaclear adding a further £5m. The remainder were delivered by Gigaclear commercially.
Cllr Merilyn Davies, Cabinet Member for Cabinet Member
for Communities and Housing, said,

By now your property should be connected to the ultrafast
network! But sadly this isn’t an automatic connection, you’ll
have to sign up to their contractual obligations in order to
benefit. The prices range from £39-£79 per month, with
their most popular package sitting at £49. To get in contact:
Head Office:
Gigaclear Ltd, Building One,
Wyndyke Furlong,
Abingdon,
Oxon,
OX14 1UQ.
01865 591 100
hello@gigaclear.com
https://www.gigaclear.com/buy
Sales Team:
Monday-Friday: 9am-7:30pm
Saturday: 10am-4pm
03708 637 606
sales@gigaclear.com

“Fast broadband speeds are a necessity in a modern
economy, especially with so many residents working
from home during the pandemic, so this is great
news. The way we live and work now depends on
the internet and, like any utility, it should be available
wherever we choose to live.”
Celina Joiner, Programme Manager at Gigaclear, said,

COMPUTER HELP

“This is a fantastic achievement for us as a business,
connecting those communities who need our service
the most. In order to build our network, we’ve dug
over 550,000 metres of trenching which equates to
342 miles—that’s the same as driving from Oxford to
Paris. Covid-19 has really underlined the importance
of reliable broadband to live and work effectively
from home, and we’re proud to bring it to the most
under-served areas of the UK, where other providers
simply aren’t willing to go to.”

Broadband and Wireless. Installation and Training.
Problem solving. Jargon-free advice. Upgrades.
Digital Photos. Virus Protection and Removal.

Call or email me, Len Kehoe
- Computer Science graduate
with over 30 years experience

West Oxfordshire has historically had slow broadband
speeds due to the complexities of undertaking such a large
infrastructure project in a rural environment. Gigaclear and

– based in Woodstock
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phone: 01993 810125
mobile: 07944 877437
email:
web:

thepcbuddy@gmail.com
www.thepcbuddy.co.uk

CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES

Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland
Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, the churchwardens and clergy have made the difficult decision to suspend
collective worship in our churches until further notice.
St Mary the Virgin, Freeland is open for private prayer from 9:00am-4:00pm on Tuesdays and Saturdays.
We continue to hold services on Zoom at 10:00am every Sunday
You are welcome to join us.
For further details please email administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk

Letter from Our New Rector
writing this on 3 January—“Epiphany Sunday”—more about that in a moment. We
Iwillareamhave
in our last couple of days in Hampshire. By the time you read this, the hope is that I
been installed as the Rector of Hanborough and Freeland.
The removals company begin packing tomorrow, and on 6 January 2021—Epiphany itself
—we move to our new home among you. Amanda and I are full of excitement, hopes,
prayers, anticipation—and a little anxiety too. Everything in our lives—and by “our”, I mean
yours as well as ours—seems to be in transition, from the small things of our moving home
to a spiralling pandemic. The future looks more like a series of question marks than a carefully planned spreadsheet of everything that is going to happen in the churches and in our
community over the coming months.
Epiphany marks the journey and visit of the Magi to Joseph and Mary to worship Jesus,
anticipating the flight to Egypt of Joseph and Mary with Jesus to escape the murderous
King Herod. The birth account of Jesus parallels our current experience: anticipation, journeying, transition, and yes, anxiety. Yet, just as in the rollout of the Covid vaccines, we
have hope in all of the despair, so the lowly born Jesus was and is the hope of the world.
Epiphany is not just a time of transition for Joseph and Mary with Jesus, but a time of transition, journeying, waiting and hoping for the entire world. Indeed, a huge part of being a
follower of Jesus is to be somebody who waits, hopes and anticipates.
I long dearly to do much when I arrive, but I know that much will not yet be possible. I
would so love to be able to visit you in your homes, to invite church family into our new
home, to gather for worship, fellowship and Bible study, to visit schools, and much more.
But many things may not be possible for a while. So I pray God will help us nonetheless to
rejoice in the things we can do, and to find wisdom and even blessing in the things which
we cannot do yet: to wait well!
Through these transitions, through this whole pandemic, we can be certain that God is
speaking to us, and part of my role at Hanborough and Freeland will be to help us discern
together what He has been saying to us all along, so that we might love Him and one another better. As we read God saying in the Bible,
Listen to my instruction and be wise; do not disregard it.
Blessed are those who listen to me, watching daily at my
doors, waiting at my doorway. For those who find me find life
and receive favour from the LORD (Proverbs 8:33-35)
May God bless all in our parishes with good things in the year to
come.
With much love in Christ Jesus,
Rev Steve Stewart, Rector, Hanborough and Freeland
Phone: 01993 881270
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Barbara Coles
1921-2020
Julia, Ian, Lizzy and Amelia are sad to announce the death of Barbara Coles. She passed away peacefully at home
aged 99 on 23 November. Since moving to Long Hanborough in 2005, she had many years of enjoyment and friendship
from a number of groups and activities. These included Freeland weekly exercise class, the Craft club (formerly Knit
and Natter), the monthly coffee morning, and in LH the WI, Lunch Club and Evergreens. We would like to thank all
those involved in these groups for the pleasure and companionship they gave her. Thank you also to friends and neighbours for their cards and messages of condolence. Finally, our thanks to the residents of Church Road, Churchill Way
and Marlborough Crescent who, while celebrating VJ day, took the time to wave and smile as she was driven slowly by
to admire their festivities on what would be her last social outing.

Norman Hayes
1928-2020
Norman Hayes passed away on 26 December 2020, aged 92. Originally from Eccles, Manchester he was drawn to the
beauty of the Oxfordshire countryside and started his first teaching job in Eynsham in the late 1950s. He moved to Long
Hanborough with his family in 1975 and lived here for 25 years. He taught a generation of children at Eynsham and then
at Freeland Primary School.
As well as being a well-loved teacher, he was an accomplished watercolour artist and his pen and ink drawings featured
in the Hanborough Herald for many years. He held exhibitions every year locally as part of Artweek and also showed his
work as far afield as the USA and France.
In his later years, he moved to Bladon and travelled around Europe, New Zealand and Canada painting. He was a kind,
generous and humble man who loved having a chat with the people he met. He lived independently until he was 91
when his dementia got worse and he moved to Spencer Court in Woodstock. He continued to live a full life there where
he was a well-loved resident. He will be remembered with much fondness by all his family and friends far and wide.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh,
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our Priest. All are welcome.
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR Phone: 01865 881613 Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk
Weekend Mass times: Saturday (for Sunday) 5:00pm and Sunday 10:00am.
The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email
stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
Please check the website or call Fr Mark for information regarding issues caused by the pandemic.

February Report
December had local members participating in our wreath competition. This was a great success, and led to many wreaths displayed
on gates and front doors. Despite the quiet season, members continue to contribute to the Grow for Hanborough Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/2590086271237013, and there is a
topical piece about hardwood cuttings on the Hanborough Garden
Club website https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/.
The Club hosted a virtual Zoom talk given by Robert Longstaff about “Growing Vegetables in Small Spaces.” Robert is
the founder of the innovative Oxford Garden Project that ‘teaches the skills needed to complete the cycle of food from
plot to plate’ and has a very broad experience in growing vegetables and other country skills.
As the wet and frosty conditions keep us indoors, the beginning of the year is a good time to order seeds for the new
planting season. You may want to repeat successes of 2020 or branch out into something new. I’ll be experimenting
with annuals, just scattering the seed among the plants and hoping for the best, but with standard tough varieties for
the best success. The Club committee continue to make headway organising talks and trips for next year. We are optimistic about actually meeting in 2021 but will continue to explore Zoom options, as well as meetings in the Recreational Hall—we’ll keep members informed as events progress.
As always, if you need any help or advice, please do use the ‘contact’ button on the HGC website:
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org
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“T

his meeting of the Longborough Women’s Institute will now come to order.” Lady
Elrington’s imposing voice quelled the chatter of a dozen ladies. Only Mrs. Lundy
could be heard saying, “… and those ducks were vicious, my dear,” before she too
lapsed into attentive silence.
“First order of business—the annual bake-sale fundraiser.”
Edith Langford listened to the president hand out baking assignments with some trepidation. It was her first ever WI meeting, and she wanted to make a good impression. But
unless they needed charred lumpy biscuits, that wasn’t likely to happen.
Part 1
Next to her sat a very reluctant-looking Miss Mallowby. Such was the power of Lady Elrington, that even the village solicitor could not refuse to help out.
“Everyone’s so skilled, it’s intimidating,” Edith whispered to Miss Mallowby.
Daria Davis
“The ladies get quite competitive,” she whispered back. “We call it the great Longborough Bake-Off.”
Edith giggled, then caught Lady Elrington’s stern eye.
“Miss Langford and Miss Mallowby,” said the lady in a tone that caused them both to sit
up straighter. “You can be in charge of the decorations.”
Miss Mallowby breathed a sigh of relief. Edith wished she could do the same. There would be bunting involved, and her
sewing was nearly as dismal as her baking.
“Madam President…”
A middle-aged woman in black raised her hand, and Edith noticed the other ladies shifting uncomfortably and glancing at
each other.
“Yes, Mildred?”
“You didn’t give me an assignment…” The woman’s voice trailed off uncertainly.
“I thought that in the current circumstances we shouldn’t impose on you,” Lady Elrington said smoothly. “I’m sure you have
other matters on your mind.”
Mildred nodded silently and the meeting resumed. But Edith noticed that the tense atmosphere remained.
“What was that all about?” she asked Miss Mallowby when the meeting adjourned.
The solicitor shook her head.
“Village gossip,” she said bitterly. “Mrs. Parsons’s husband died several weeks ago. Some sort of accident involving rat
poison in the kitchen—a stupid place to keep it, but people will do it. And now everyone acts like there’s a dark mystery
surrounding his widow.”
“They suspect she poisoned him?” asked Edith, shocked.
“Exactly. They’re perfectly horrid to her, in the guise of being sympathetic.”
“How dreadful. I wonder what makes them think that?”
Miss Mallowby shrugged.
“How can one find out the truth when it’s all rumours and gossip?”
“Consult the expert, of course,” said Edith, making a beeline for Mrs. Lundy.

The Signature
Bake Mystery

***
“Oh hello girls!” Mrs. Lundy beamed at them. “Have you got lots of decoration ideas for the sale? I always like a British flag
myself, it lends an air of occasion, don’t you think? Though one must be careful not to get buttercream on it—”
“Quite.” Miss Mallowby cut her off. “We were wondering about what happened with Mrs. Parsons just now?”
“Poor Mildred! It’s so hard on her, because you see the inquest ruled that her poor husband’s death was an accident.”
“And that’s a bad thing?” asked Edith, confused.
“Oh my dear,” said Mrs. Lundy sadly. “People have such suspicious minds. It was a very strange thing, the way the poison
got into the cake. And then it was so out of character for Mr. Parsons… One clearly feels that foul play was involved. And
until someone is proven guilty…”
“No one can be proved innocent either,” concluded Edith.
“Exactly!” Mrs. Lundy nodded vigorously. “But the police didn’t find any clues, and even your nice detective chap had to
admit it must have been an accident.”
“He’s not my—” began Edith, but Miss Mallowby was intent on the mystery.
“What exactly was out of character for Mr. Parsons?” she asked.
“I suppose I’d better tell you from the beginning.” Mrs. Lundy motioned them to follow her the short way to her cottage.
“And with such a story as this, tea is definitely called for.”

***
Once they were settled with cups of tea and Mrs. Lundy’s cat Archibald curled up in Edith’s lap, their hostess explained,
“The night Mr. Parsons died, the ladies of the house were making a cake—oh, I suppose I should explain who lives at Robin Cottage. There were John and Mildred Parsons, their daughter Vera—such a nice girl—and Peter Wysell, who I gather
is soon to be engaged to Vera. He’s the son of old family friends and has been staying with the Parsons on his holidays
from Oxford. Well, as I say, Mrs. Parsons and her daughter were making a cake, and Lucy was helping—that’s their
maid—and Mrs. Parsons was trying a new recipe for the bake sale. She usually goes with her classic Victoria sponge, but
this time she was experimenting with Chantilly cream, if you can believe it—”
“But the poison?” asked Miss Mallowby somewhat desperately.
“Right, of course. The tin of poison was on a shelf right above where they were working. It was an old tin, and a bit
cracked, and somehow a few granules got into the cake mixture. The whole family was sick, but poor Mr. Parsons died.”
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Mrs. Lundy tutted sadly and fortified herself with a sip of tea.
“That seems fairly straightforward,” remarked Edith. “Why did the police suspect foul play?”
“For one thing, there were tensions in the household. Mr. Parsons was against Peter marrying Vera, as he’d gotten into
some serious debts at Oxford. And there were other objections,” Mrs. Lundy paused delicately. “I gather Peter is somewhat of a ladies’ man. Several girls at Oxford were very distressed when he decided to marry Vera. And what with the
debts and her father’s good income…”
“Peter’s motives could be less than pure?”
“Exactly. But there’s more to the story. You see, it wasn’t just young girls who had their heads turned by Peter Wysell.”
“Mrs. Parsons,” murmured Edith. “The eternal triangle…”
“Yes, and a veritable fool she made of herself, wearing too much makeup, always cooking Peter’s favourite dishes, and no
one quite sure if he was encouraging her or if it was all her imagination. Not that Vera would ever hear of such a thing.”
“What about Vera herself?”
“The milkman says he heard her having a blazing row with her father that morning, about how she was free to marry whom
she chose. Only she wasn’t, of course. She’s only nineteen.”
“So all three had a motive,” summed up Miss Mallowby. “And, I suppose, opportunity. In a busy kitchen, it would be easy to
slip some poison into the cake mixture when no one was looking.”
“That’s just what everyone in the village is thinking.”
“Well it seems a hopeless business,” said Miss Mallowby. “Although I don’t see why the village suspects Mrs. Parsons particularly.”
“Ah,” said Mrs. Lundy. “Now we come to the crux of the matter. Mr. Parsons died because he had the biggest slice of cake,
and a second helping too. Apparently Mrs. Parsons persuaded him, saying it was her new signature recipe. But he never
ate dessert as a rule. It was his particular quirk that he had no sweet tooth at all. It was only at his wife’s insistence that he
had so much cake.”
“Well!” Miss Mallowby frowned, mulling this over. “I think I’m becoming convinced of her guilt myself.”
“I still don’t believe it,” said Mrs. Lundy. “I’ve known Mildred Parsons for fifteen years. She loved her husband. If anything,
it’s that wily young man we should be suspecting.”
“I rather favour Vera, actually,” said Edith. “Thwarted love is a feeling that runs deep.”
Miss Mallowby smiled.
“It seems we have each picked a suspect. I wonder which one of us is right?”
Edith set down her cup with decision.
“There’s only one way to find out. Ladies, shall we investigate?”
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Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA)
Newsletter 29, February
“Nature had undoubtedly mastered the art of winter gardening and even the most experienced gardener can learn from the
unrestrained beauty around them.” Vincent A. Simeone
hese earliest months of
Teveryone’s
the year are certainly not
favourite. Argua-

Image—source from cutcaster.com

ing.
Start
chitting,
about six weeks before
you intend to plant
your potatoes out, i.e.
from late January or, if
the weather stays cold,
in February. To get
chitting underway put
the potatoes, most
eyes upright, in an egg box or tray or an empty seed tray,
in a light, cool but frost-free place at about 50°F (10°C).
There will of course be days when you can’t work on the
plot. This is the time to clean out the shed and greenhouse, check over and clean tools and linseed oil any
wooden handles. Also don’t forget to check that the watering can and buckets don’t leak and that the wheelbarrow
doesn’t have a flat tyre!
The Association welcomes new members. If you have a
plot on Hanborough’s Cemetery Allotments and you would
like to join the Association just email us: hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.com. The benefits of joining the Association can be found on the allotment notice board.

bly, as there can be late
sudden storms of snow in
late February or March,
January is probably the
coldest month of the winter.
Not so many allotmenteers
venture out onto their plots in January, but if they do,
there can be unexpected moments of beauty—stunning
sunrises and sunsets, the touch of frost revealing the delicate silhouettes of leaves and stems in rime and ethereal
mists that drift and blur the plots and field.
If it’s not too cold and damp, there are things to get on
with. There were heavy rains before Christmas, so it is
worth looking over the allotment for water damage, giving
it a tidy up and disposing of all of the rotten and ‘well past
their best’ crops. Soil preparation is less critical as further
rains can wash out nutrients.
Brassicas can be vulnerable to winter winds so it is worth
drawing the soil up around the stalks of Cabbages and
winter Cauliflowers to just under the first set of leaves.
Brussels Sprouts and Sprouting Broccoli will also benefit
from additional support from a strong stake to prevent
them from being blown over in high winds.
If you haven’t done it already, this is a good time to prune
soft fruit bushes (Currants, Gooseberries, etc). Fruit bushes should be pruned when they are dormant. In the Northern Hemisphere, this is between October and early
March. There are lots of guides to how to prune soft fruit,
but as a general rule of thumb, the aim is to create a
strong shape that allows for air circulation around and
through the structure. Two helpful guides are:
www.gardenersworld.com/plants/how-to-prune-bushfruit/
www.growveg.co.uk/guides/categories/pruning/

If you would like to rent an allotment contact:
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com
or 01993 773532,
Mobile 0776 7020 290.

Pruning is important if you want to achieve the best yields.
Soft fruit also benefits from feeding and mulching. Soft
fruits tend to have shallow rooting systems, so can suffer
if you have a soil that doesn’t hang on to nutrients well.
It’s too soon to sow seeds outdoors, as the days are still
too short and cold. A few sowings of onions, lettuce, peas,
broad beans, radish and early carrots can be made under
protection or in the greenhouse towards the end of January, but really it is better to wait until growing conditions
are warmer and brighter. It is amazing how things catch
up when they are sown just a few weeks later.
Seed potatoes can
be ordered from
the end of the January. They will
need chitting before planting. Chitting simply means
encouraging
the
seed potatoes to
sprout before plant-
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Calling All Hanborough Cyclists ……………………….

Elderberries

The Government has just announced the New Era of Cycling.
For cyclists, that will mean more protected bikes lanes, dedicated cycle routes and greenways linking villages, towns and
cities.
If you are fed up with inconsiderate drivers speeding through
Hanborough, unreliable bike lanes, the absence of cycle
routes, potholes, nowhere to cycle safely with your kids, if
you’re a cyclist or would like to get on a bike but for the dangerous road conditions, then sign up to

Happy New Year! Has
there ever been a year
so wished away than
2020! We are so ready
for 2021, and we Elderberries are feeling
optimistic as we look
ahead. There is light at the end of the tunnel thanks to
our wonderful scientists and all their work in producing
several vaccines in such a short amount of time. Although, we continue to thank all those working so hard
to keep us safe—the doctors, nurses, carers and those
on the frontline.
I would also like to personally thank all the shop workers who have been working throughout this pandemic
and especially our local Co-Op here in Hanborough
who have been amazing
and such a vital part of our
community. A huge thank
you to Jamie and his fabulous team!
Here’s a couple of photos
from 2020—one of Philip’s
birthday and one of our
young helpers until we are
all back in the hall together again !

Hanborough Bike Forum
We will campaign for safe cycle routes on the A4095 to
Woodstock and Witney, on the dangerous Lower Road to
Eynsham, down the narrow Swan Lane to Combe, or on any
local public routes cyclists use.
Contact hanbikeforum@outlook.com

Gill Grahame
rj_pimm@hotmail.com

Hanborough Walking Group
We are a very friendly and informal group who meet up
on the third Sunday of the month and walk for approximately 2 hours. Some walks are local, and some may be
a short car ride away. We do try to accommodate people’s different expectations of walk length.
We managed a walk in December, walking over to East
End then towards Wilcote and back. It was muddy but
lovely to get out and enjoy the company of other walkers.
With lockdown, our January walk was cancelled, but in
the calendar are the dates for Spring walks:
21 February 2:00pm
21 March 2:00pm
18 April 2:00pm
Whether these walks take place depends on Covid-19
Government guidelines. If you would like to find out more
and get updates on walks, please contact:
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com
or
Ellen Armitage ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup est. 1984) provides a
high standard of pre-school education for children aged 2-5 years old. We help children to develop
and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting, which was opened in April 2019. Our pre-school
enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transition for your child into the Foundation
Stage of primary school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our Forest Rangers
sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is committed to safeguarding, and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the children.
Sessions run Monday to Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy)
Full day: 8:30am-3:15pm £35
Lunch Club: 11:30am-12:15pm £4
AM session: 8:30-11:30am £20
PM session: 12:15-3:15pm £20
We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds.

What Have We Been Up To?
Christmas now seems like a long time ago, but since the December edition of the Herald, the
children of Hanborough Meadows Pre-School had an amazing Christmas party! They played
games, ate lots of delicious party food, sang Christmas songs and enjoyed a special visit from
Father Christmas who flew on past our Pre-School window! He even dropped off some presents for all the children. In the last week of term before Christmas, the children also helped to
make and decorate a life-sized gingerbread house (sadly not made from gingerbread) and had
an amazing time playing together in it.
We would like to thank everyone who made such kind donations and gave support for our Christmas Raffle. We
managed to raise just under £300! At a time when we cannot hold fundraising events, this makes a massive difference to us and helps us fund our running costs, buy valuable educational resources and provide quality training for
our staff. We would especially like to thank our neighbours,
the residents of Vanbrugh Meadows (the Cala Homes estate) who donated some really lovely gifts to the raffle, which was so kind and generous.
Following the Christmas holiday and during this 3rd lockdown, our Pre-School remains
open and has welcomed back many children, whilst understandably some families
have decided to stay at home. We would again like to offer thanks to our wonderful
team of staff! They go above and beyond every day to make what is a very challenging situation as ‘normal’ as they can for the children by offering fun, care and reassurance. They help to keep the children safe by maintaining the highest standards of hygiene and give the children appropriate information to help their understanding of what
is going on. Staff have set up a learning area to open up discussion with the children
about why people are wearing masks for example.

Upcoming Events and Activities
This term, our topic is “Global Explorers” where we will be looking at different areas of The
World. This is a very exciting topic with lots of great learning opportunities for the children.
We have started with looking at The Arctic. So far, the children have enjoyed doing experiments with ice and looking at the animals you might find in the Arctic, their habitats and what
they might eat.

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:
Waiting List for September 2021
All of our sessions from September 2020 are now full. Places are available from September
2021. To join our waiting list, please contact our manager Kelly ASAP by emailing hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com. We are now offering pre-arranged, socially distanced visits to the setting ‘after hours’. You can also take a
virtual tour on our Facebook Page or website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also view our
prospectus and to find out more about what we do.
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news, information and events.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in touch.
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful.
You can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526.
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way,
Vanbrugh Meadows,
Long Hanborough,
OX29 8FL
Phone number: 01865 689015
Website: www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
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Kids’ Corner
Sphinx
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The sphinx is a mythological, or made-up,
creature from Egypt. It
has the head of a
woman (sometimes a
man) and the body of
a lion, and sometimes
it has wings. Today
there are still ancient
statues of sphinxes
guarding the pyramids
in Egypt. The statue in the picture above has been there for
4,500 years, and it is the largest statue in the world made
from one piece of stone! In Egyptian myth, or stories, the
sphinx was sent to the Greek city of Thebes to punish the
people there for an ancient crime. She waited in the hills
and asked each person that passed a riddle—“What walks
on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon and three legs
in the evening?” Anyone who answered the riddle incorrectly was eaten by the sphinx! Can you answer the riddle of
the sphinx and more below?
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Can You Solve the Riddles?
1. What walks on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon
and three legs in the evening?
_______________________________________________
2. What has a bed but never sleeps?

_______________________________________________
3. What must be broken before you can use it?
_______________________________________________
4. What becomes wetter the more it dries?
_______________________________________________
5. What goes all the way around the world but stays in the
corner?
_______________________________________________

Information from: Scholastic, Inc. Ancient Egypt. Scholastic Inc., 2014. Philip, Neil. Eyewitness:
Mythology. 3rd ed., London, Dorling Kindersley Limited.
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Answers: 1. Humans, 2. A river, 3. An egg, 4. A towel, 5. A stamp
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Methodist Church
Services
February
Due to the current pandemic situation, it is uncertain as to whether The Methodist Church Services are at the moment
held virtually on Zoom. If you would like to join us, please contact either:
Nigel James: 01993 881711
Or Gill Breakspear: 019930883914

February
7th 10:00am
14th 10:00am
21st 10:00am
28th 10:00am

Rev Fred Ireland
Rev Hilary Ewing
Rev Charles Harris
Mrs Rachel Prince

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister please contact either:
Minister: Rev. Fred Ireland (01993) 867301
Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 Mobile:07365325522

The Hanborough Churches
Let us be concerned for one another, to help one another to show love and
to do good… let us encourage one another all the more,
since you see that the day of the Lord is coming nearer.
Hebrews Ch10 v 24-25
The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the
Community and will be praying for a part of the villages’ community each month.
In February the focus of prayer will be on Station Hill, Park Lane, Blenheim
View, Burleigh Court and Hanborough Park.

Christmas Windows
Thank you to all who took part in this and created some wonderful
displays. With these and all the lights everywhere, Hanborough really
did look very festive.

Letter From Our Associate Minister

Friends,
Dworldear
I have been challenged to explain why in such a secular
I believe in the existence of God. This is PART SEV-

EN of my story. I could easily continue with additional episodes without any problem. God has done many things! But
for now, this is the last monthly episode. As I said at the outset, the answer in my mind cannot just be a theological treaty—it has to be earthed in everyday experience.
Life is not always easy and straightforward. Mostly, it has a
lot more turns and meanders, pitfalls and tumbles than we
might prefer. Suffering cannot be avoided. In a world not in
tune with God’s perfect will, imperfections occur. Unless we
would prefer to be automated robots, we have free choice to
some degree, and those choices have implications and consequences, frequently affecting other people. We cannot
blame God for that, if we do, we are being unrealistic. The
universe is a volatile place—that is what in part keeps it alive
and expanding. A child who never cries would worry me.
Silence without God is disturbing; silence with God’s presence is enabling.
I was married on 23 October 1982 at Ampthill Methodist
Church in Bedfordshire to a 21-year-old beautiful young lady
called Ruth. Cradle snatching, my brother called it. I was 29.

28

Ruth came from a long line of Christians and was raised at
Ampthill Baptist Church. We only married at the Methodist
Church as the building was larger and could accommodate
the guests.
The eldest of six children, she got a scholarship to The
Dame Alice Harpur School for Girls. She then trained for
nursing at Guys in London. She went on to be a District
Nurse then decided after some years to become a Health
Visitor.
Following three sad & difficult miscarriages, we had three
wonderful sons, born in 1987, 1989, and 1992. Life was
great, and despite the usual ups and downs, all was relatively well. God was providing and we were all happy.
In 2004, things began to happen that changed the course
of our lives. I was due to be speaking at a clergy conference in Edinburgh on Monday 2 February. On the Sunday,
I was preaching in Portobello in Edinburgh. That afternoon,
I rang Ruth, which I frequently did when I was away. I was
immediately alarmed as she sounded like her speech was
distorted and slurred. She assured me she was ok, but I did
not think that was true—she sounded like she had had a
stroke. I rang a family friend Cathy who immediately went
to the house & got an ambulance. I had already packed
and headed to the airport. I phoned the Primate of the Scottish Episcopal Church to tell him he had lost his next day’s

speaker! I will always be grateful to him for his understanding attitude.
I got back to Northern Ireland later that Sunday and went
directly to the hospital. The doctor was waiting for me to
arrive. He ushered all the family into a visitors’ room to tell
us that preliminary scans had shown Ruth to have an extensive network of tumour in her brain. My eldest son suddenly grabbed a Gideon Bible in the room and read a part
of a Psalm. We were all so taken by surprise that we could
never remember what exact passage he read. It transpired
to be a terminal tumour and inoperable as it was so extensive. During the year, Ruth diminished in her ability both
physically & intellectually. During the first part of the year,
she continued to function reasonably normally, although
she had to stop work immediately. She was forbidden from
driving. I had to continue working, which was difficult. At the
time, I was managing the work in Ireland, NI and Scotland. I
began to restrict work to places I could get to for a few
hours, or to phone calls or appointments where people had
to come to see me at home. In August 2004, I had cause to
go to see a Methodist Minister in Bangor, County Down
about a potential joint Church of Ireland, Methodist, Church
Army post he was proposing. I knew the guy Ken from my
time in Cork. Nothing came of the proposed post, but during
the conversation he bluntly asked what I was going to do
after Ruth died. He felt God was prompting him to ask me. I
could not continue the job I was doing, as I had my sons to
consider. There were no suitable other Church Army posts
in Ireland. Ken said, “Have you ever considered transferring
to the Methodist Church?” His words came like bolts of
lightning. Back in the ‘70s I had been called to Church Army—was this the “not for ever” I had felt back then?
Ruth was still lucid enough to discuss all this with me. We
decided I should phone Ken to ask what he thought we
should do about it. Ken had been Methodist President, and
within days, I was called to meet some senior clerics including the then Secretary of Conference. I was asked if I felt I
was being called into the Methodist Church, I had to say I
was uncertain but was surprised to be told by the secretary
of conference, “We do.” I was given a couple of days to respond. Things moved very rapidly. Christmas 2004 arrived,
and we did all we normally did. Tree, lunch, my middle
son’s birthday! It was fun. Ruth seemed to be enjoying it but
had lost much of her mobility and was getting increasingly
frustrated with her own confusion. She continued to try and
pray but could not read. January 2005 she deteriorated dramatically. On Friday the 28th, she had a major fit and died.
Three sons and a husband left to find a new life. It was half
term in February, so we escaped. We went to Nice in
France, away to both grieve and look after each other. God
was our strength. We all miss Ruth and will always love
her. “Love is eternal,” the Bible says. Death is described as
the enemy in Revelation. The Cross was superseded by the
Resurrection. I do not believe even for a fraction of a moment that God took Ruth’s life. I think that commonly held
idea is a nonsense. That our times are in his hands does
not mean he has a plan to kill us! But God does restore,
redeem, revive, resurrect! HE IS LIFE. I believe in God. Do
You?
By the way, I was declared a Methodist Minister by the Irish
Methodist Church Conference in June 2005. Further episodes in the making.

1. Which king was crowned on 25 December 1066?
A. William I
2. How many wise men/kings/magi does the Bible say
visited the newly born Jesus?
A. It does not say how many
3. From which country did turkeys originate?
A. USA
4. Which country donates the Christmas tree that is
put in Trafalgar Square?
A. Norway
5. When singing the “Twelve Days of Christmas,” how
many gifts are given in total?
A. 364
6. From which country do we get the carol “Silent
Night”?
A. Austria
7. In which century was Christmas first celebrated?
A. 4th
8. Which fruit is traditionally used to make a
Christingle?
A. Orange
9. As well as icing what ‘M’ is traditionally used to decorate a Christmas cake?
A. Marzipan

10. In literature, which fictional character said it is always winter, but never Christmas?
A. Mr Tumnus (The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe)
11. Pigs in Blankets are chipolata sausages wrapped
in what?
A. Bacon
12. Which of Santa's reindeer shares its name with the
mythical god of love?
A. Cupid
13. At which of her homes does the queen traditionally
spend Christmas?
A. Sandringham
14. What Christmas item takes its name from the old
French word estincelle, meaning spark?
A. Tinsel
15. In 1847, what did Tom Smith, a London confectioner invent?
A. Christmas crackers
16. If you were born on Christmas Day, what's your
star sign?
A. Capricorn
17. The poinsettia plant originates from which country?
A. Mexico
18 What was the name of the boy in the TV film 'The
Snowman'?
A. James

19. What present did Harry Potter receive from Hagrid
in his first Christmas at Hogwarts?
A. A rough cut wooden flute

Every blessing,
Rev. Charles Harris
(01993) 358707 Mobile:0736532552
Associate Methodist Minister: Long Hanborough & Sutton.

20 While shepherds watched their sheep who or what
came down?
A. The angel of the Lord
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2020 From a Different Point of View

A Story From the Village

D

ogs are intelligent creatures, you know. We learn tricks. We know to run away from bears and not towards them. We
actually do know what you're saying (even if it is in that weird high pitch voice you do, please stop). We know that
“toilet” is outside and not on the nice carpet (I'll be honest, writing maybe isn't our strongest area). Even though we have
the brain capacity to know all of that, we only truly need a few things in life: attention, food, running space and attention.
So things get very overwhelming when it all comes at once and in masses—it is just too much to handle. Let me explain.
I don't think there is one person alive that isn't aware of the state of... well, the whole planet at this point. But that's just it
isn't it? Humans aren't the only people noticing a change. No one thinks about the complete chaos we dogs are dealing
with. You can put yourself in the shoes of another human that lives a different life to you—happens all the time because
it is fun to guess how others live, right? So why not do that but with your pet? Don't get me wrong, we live a life of luxury:
nap whenever, two meals a day with many treats in between, walkies every day full of fetch and swimming in rivers,
countless cuddles and tummy rubs. It's not all fun and games, though. It can be a tough life being a good boy. Learning
all these complicated ‘sit,’ ‘lie down,’ ‘rollover,’ all members of the family calling my name and seeing who I go to first (for
future reference it is always who gives me the most food). See, it is just so complicated, and it has only got worse this
last year and I can't work out why!
Many months ago it was great—just the normal life I like. My humans were not doing anything out of the ordinary, and
me just being a dog and loving life. It all happened quite rapidly, all of them always being around, not even like they
were at home a little bit more. Suddenly, I just started seeing them everywhere. Obviously, this is a great thing. I mean
what's not to love? Constant treats even in the middle of the day, which I feel like didn't happen before, endless tummy
rubs from everyone, the back door is always open, so I can play with the smaller human whenever I want. Heaven, I
wasn't about to question it because… well, why would anyone? Guess what! I even had a never-ending supply of my alltime favourite toy—that small white cylinder that has so many layers, with the chewy roll in the middle and leaves a
feathery white trail all over the house. Weirdly, I tend to get told off for ripping it apart and leaving bits of it everywhere,
but the big man went out and came back with mountains of it, so I guess they like playing with it as well now! Amazing.
There seem to be a lot more loud discussions (that's what the adult female said. From my point of view, they're arguments) now that we are all in very close proximity to each other. Don't get me wrong, attention is a number one necessity for a hound like me. However, personal space is something I miss from the days they actually left the house (a long
time ago now). I just settle down for my nap after lunch, ready to dream about all the deer I can chase on my next walk,
and then the small ones rampage me with strokes. Being a good boy never gets old, though.
Walks. Bit of a touchy subject at the moment. I used to have to bark aimlessly or wander around the house with my lead
dangling from my mouth if I wanted a stretch of the legs. Now I have to find hiding spots whenever I hear the sound of
the shoe cupboard opening! ‘Walkies’ haunts me in my dreams. Personally, I think a walk with each member of the family every day is rather excessive—sometimes even multiple times a day with the same person. Which, might I point out,
means my naps are even more essential to deal with the stress and pressure of the treacherous fields and woods ahead
of me. Don't even get me started on the baths I've grown accustomed to. An absolute travesty in my opinion. Baths are
the lowest of low on a normal day, so after the world went bonkers, that is the one thing I could happily say goodbye to.
Of course, that didn't happen. More walks mean muddier, means more baths. It is utterly pointless when the next day I'll
just be going for three more and getting dirtier again. Sometimes human logic really does take me by surprise.
I expect it will all go back to normal anytime now. My humans will go back to whatever they do that means I get the
whole house to myself. I will finally be able to spread myself across their beds and find the secret stash of food when no
one is looking. I'll go back to a normal number of walks a day and no annoying small people trying to play with me every
ten minutes. I must say, I wouldn't be disappointed if the treat thing stayed. A constant supply of my favourite food—that
is something I would miss. I'm just waiting for the day this all settles because right now they are all barking mad (pun
intended).

Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club
Hello, everyone! We hope you are all safe
and well. We had our last Zoom committee meeting for 2020 at the beginning of
December and had just one event left: a
Christmas arrangement demonstration via
Zoom for all our members. The committee
made crackers which were delivered to all our members.
We are trying to look ahead for 2021. On 20 January at
2:00pm, we are having a Paper Flower demonstration/
workshop. This will be via Zoom. In February, we hope
to have a professional demonstrator on Zoom. We continue to receive our Flower Arranger magazine, news
form HQ and our Area committee, Berks Bucks & Oxon.
How difficult it is to plan too far ahead, but what we are
doing we know is being appreciated, and we feel positive about it. Please contact me anytime on 07963
349443 and I would love to hear from you and to chat
about our club. WE HOPE YOU ALL HAD A MERRY
CHRISTMAS AND WISH YOU ALL A HEALTHY NEW

A Big Thank You from The Porch
This is the volunteer group at The
Porch receiving generous donations
for Christmas from Hanborough. A
special message of sincere gratitude
was sent to all who contributed. Dates
for February delivery to Porch will be
the 14th and 28th. Contributions of
cakes and fresh fruit would be very gratefully received.
Please leave in porch at 7 Millwood End. Thank you!
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In the Kitchen
Satay Sweet Potato Curry

Cook’s Chatter
Here’s a little one to start the year off in the right direction. only you can choose what you
put into your body (certain known super viruses excepted). Why not add a spring to your
step with this great sweet potato curry? Not only is it good for the body (especially when
using a reduced fat coconut milk), but cutting down on animal derivatives such as meat and
dairy is also an amazing way to ease the impact we are having on our planet. Eat your way
to a better, healthier future for your and your children! And obviously curry is an amazing
way to use whatever bits and bobs you have, so please use this as a handy guide not a
rule book, Bon Appetit...

Ingredients
• 1 Tbsp Coconut Oil
•1 Onion, chopped
•2 Garlic Cloves, grated
•Thumb-Sized Piece Gin-

ger, grated
•3 Tbsp Thai Red Curry
Paste
•1 Tbsp Smooth Peanut
Butter (optional)
1. Melt 1 Tbsp coconut oil in a saucepan over medium heat and soften the onion for 5 mins. •500g Sweet Potato,
Add garlic and ginger and cook for 1 min until fragrant.
peeled & cut into chunks
2. Stir in the Thai red curry paste, peanut butter, sweet potato. Add the coconut milk and
•400ml tin Coconut Milk
water.
•200ml Water
3. Bring to the boil, turn down the heat and simmer uncovered for 25-30 mins or until the
•200g Spinach
sweet potato is soft.
•1 Lime, juiced
4. Stir through spinach and lime juice and season well.
•Cooked Rice, to serve
5. Serve with cooked rice and dry roasted peanuts.
(optional)
•Dry Roasted Peanuts, to
Do you have a recipe that you would like to
share with Hanborough? If so, please send
serve (optional

Method

your recipe to:
hanboroughherald@gmail.com to be
included in an upcoming edition of the
Herald!
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A Petition to Reduce the Speed Limit on Lower Road
ower Road is a narrow, winding, unclassified country road,
Lough
which runs from the A4095 junction east of Long Hanborto the Eynsham roundabout on the A40. In recent

years, it has become a busy traffic corridor due to massive
growth in population and intensified business and commerce
activities. It is also routinely used by aggregate lorries and
increasingly by drivers to avoid traffic congestion elsewhere.
Because of its nature and condition, Lower Road is unsuitable to carry such large volumes of traffic. The current national speed limit of 60 mph is totally inappropriate. Lower Road
is dangerous! The imminent expansion of Eynsham will
make matters much worse. Urgent action is required!

Geometry and Engineering: The road is narrow, has poorly
defined verges, no proper drainage, is susceptible to flooding, and has a number of blind bends. The railway bridge is
on a bend, making oncoming traffic invisible until the last
moment, not helped by the narrowing underneath the bridge.
The approach to the busy junction with Church Road is
through a long, hidden incline,
making oncoming traffic invisible to drivers who are turning
right from Church Road towards
Eynsham. Lower Road accesses
farms,
businesses—
including Willow Cottage Nurseries (attended daily by 71children), the Wolfram Centre and
other business units within the
Hanborough Industrial Estate—
and twenty residential dwellings. Most of these entrances
are either near blind bends or
concealed. Finally, since the
road verges are poorly defined,
it is challenging to drive in the
dark or during inclement conditions. The visibility at the junction with the A4095 and the stone wall of the Hanborough
Creek bridge is poor at night. Over the years, all these hazardous sites have become accident hot spots.
Traffic Volumes: A survey conducted in 2015 showed nearly 7,000 vehicle movements per day. Since then, traffic on
Lower Road has increased substantially due to the recent
rapid increase in population in the local area. In the last five
years, over 600 new homes have been added to Hanborough, Freeland and North Leigh; hundreds more are being
added to Woodstock and Witney, all in the absence of any
significant road infrastructure investments or transport improvements. The planned 3,000 house expansion of
Eynsham at Eynsham West and Garden Village and further
improvements to Hanborough Rail Station will increase Lower Road traffic massively.
Speed: The current speed limit along Lower Road is 60
mph. This is inappropriate considering the traffic volumes,
the nature of the road and its condition. Many roads nearby,
such as B4449, B4044 and A4095 and others have a 50
mph limit. Lower Road is one of the few rural roads in the
area that still has the national speed limit. At least four 40
mph zones should be considered: near the railway bridge,
close to the Church Road junction, at Willow Cottage Nurseries, and at the blind bend near the Mill Lane entrance,
where the accesses to the Garden Village are planned. Cur-

rently most of these sites have a ‘slow down zone’, which is
commonly ignored. The 2015 road survey indicated that
close to 5% of vehicles break the current speed limit. There
have been 26 reported accidents, resulting in 33 casualties,
within the last ten years. However, many accidents involving
only damage to vehicles or property go unreported. Residents routinely recount frequent incidents of reckless driving,
due to speeding, overtaking vehicles using junctions or entrances, and ‘close shave’ overtaking of cyclists. Virtually
everyone who uses the road regularly experiences frequent
near misses. Lowering the speed limit to 50 or 40 mph
would lead to a 40 to 80 second increase in Lower Road
travel time, which is trivial compared to traffic delays on other roads.
Heavy aggregate and other rigid and articulated freight lorries have made Lower Road a part of their permanent travel
route instead of using the A40, thus flouting the Cassington
gravel extraction site planning conditions and the Oxfordshire
County
Council
Freight Strategy recommendations. The lorries
present a great danger to
other Lower Road users,
particularly during adverse
weather conditions, when
they splash large volumes
of flood water onto windshields of oncoming vehicles and cyclists. Heavy
lorries moving at high
speed are eroding the road
edges, creating potholes,
and generally wearing out
the road surface. The Department of Transport estimates that the infrastructure cost of a lorry travel
per mile on a road like Lower Road is seven times
higher than on an A road.
This costs the council and
taxpayers. Calming lorry traffic by reducing their speed limit
to 40 mph would significantly increase safety on Lower
Road.

Cycling: Due to proximity of Oxford and the Cotswolds,
Lower Road used to be a popular route for cyclists who either commuted along it daily or used it for recreation. However, over the recent years the number of cyclists has plummeted due to heavy traffic moving at high speed and the
poor road conditions. During the first pandemic lockdown,
cyclists came back in large numbers. Our local communities
would benefit enormously from a proper cycle path along
Lower Road. Sadly, none of the local large housing estate
developers have made any contributions towards it.
Reduction of the speed limit on Lower Road is essential and
urgent! Considering the current economic situation and further imminent large increases in local housing and traffic,
appropriate speed limit is the most realistic option for achieving a higher level of road safety on Lower Road, as well as
providing a safer environment for cyclists.
To sign the petition please find ‘Reduce the speed limit on
Lower Road’ on Change.org website or follow the link: http://
chng.it/hvRBq6HB
Dr Lidia Arciszewska, a resident of Church Hanborough.
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