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“Hark the Hanborough Herald Sings”

Winifred Ward ca. late 1930s

Legacy of War: Remembering a
Hanborough Victim of a Flying
Bomb:
The Story Continues
write not as a regular reader but as
Iarticle
someone who has come across the
in Issue 430 of the Hanborough

Herald during research of my family’s
history. The writer asked if anyone had
further information about George
Ward. The article concerns the death
of his wife Winifred Ward from a flying
bomb in the 2nd World War. They married in August 1939. I can add nothing
about her family the Tilleys, but she
was the wife of my uncle, George
Ward, who was the brother of my
mother Hazel Lutener, née Ward. Their
father, my grandfather, was John Ward
who was a baker, as was his father
before him, who owned and ran what
was previously ThatchHouse Bakery in
Long Hanborough, now a private
house. The bakery supplied the village
and surrounding area, including Blenheim Palace. My grandfather retired

and sold the business in 1939 to a Mr
Arthur Walford of Bladon, and he and
his wife retired to Guildford. My uncle
George never got over the loss of Win
and emigrated to the West Coast of
the USA in the early 1950s to start a
new life. He was very mechanically
minded, and that led him to become a
driver for wealthy individuals, and he
eventually worked in that capacity for
Universal Studios, ferrying the stars
around Hollywood. He visited the UK
rarely after that, but on probably two
occasions, he turned up unexpectedly
at our family home bearing gifts for my
brother and me. He eventually remarried but never returned to live in the
UK. My parents stayed with him on
holidays and both my brother and I
visited him at his last home near Los
Angeles in the 1990s. He died aged 84
on 21st August 1997. I was not aware
of the memorial to Winifred in the Long
Hanborough cemetery and will make a
point of visiting that in the near future.
Just to add some further background,
my father James Lutener was born in
Wilcote; his mother taught at the village school in Hailey and then moved
to Hanborough. My late aunt Florence
Lutener was the headmistress of the
primary school in Long Hanborough
until the late ‘60s and no doubt will be
remembered by some of Hanborough's
older long-term residents.
Hugh Lutener

George Ward ca. late 1930s

One of his regular “customers”—who
in fact always asked for George to be
his chauffeur when in England—was
Herbert J. Yates, founder and president of Republic Pictures in Los Angeles, which in those days was an important film company. It was Yates
who then persuaded George to go
back with him to the USA and be his
driver there. With a £59 one-way ticket
(paid for by Yates) in his pocket for a
From Hugh’s Brother Paul…
French Line sailing to New York,
George left Southampton on 30th Jans far as I remember the Tilleys, uary 1953 (a...
Continued on page 6...
Win’s parents, lived in a bungalow in Grove Road, Bladon in the
1950s and ‘60s. I don’t know when
they moved there from Long Hanborough, but I presume they remained there for the rest of their
lives.
After the death of Win and the end
of the war, George Ward, my uncle,
busied himself as a chauffeur for
the Rolls-Royce Hire Company in
London. Driving the well-to-do
around, such as the actor Robert
Taylor, it led to several visits to the
continent and even Bermuda and
the Bahamas before the decade
was out.
George Ward in the cab of one of his favourite “stage props“

A

at Universal Studios in 1965!
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November Report
Parish Council Meetings
The pandemic legislation was changed to allow for online meetings, and we are currently not allowed to
meet in person. Councillors look forward to when face-to-face meetings can resume. Public participation
is encouraged as always, and this can be by questions to the clerk or chair in advance or by requests to
speak. All meetings are notified on the website and noticeboards as usual. The clerk will share online
joining instructions on request.
Become a Parish Councillor
Would you like to engage with your fellow residents and work to sustain and improve the quality of village life in Church
Hanborough and Long Hanborough? As a Parish Councillor, people regard you as responsible for things that happen
locally. You will make a difference by influencing decisions that affect our village community. Being a Councillor is, of
course, a commitment but highly satisfying. Please contact the Parish Clerk to find out how you might get involved.

Playground Steps
The steps from the carpark down into the BMX area are currently closed. Please use an alternative route, as we have
had to remove a step as it was rotten through. Parish Council have now approved a design for a new accessible ramp
which will start from the carpark and curve down at a gentle gradient to join the Pit area behind the youth shelter. Contractors have been instructed to start as soon as possible. Councillors thanked Pye who are supporting the project.
MUGA Fence Damage
Once again one of the panels is being slowly pulled apart. This is disappointing and very costly to replace. Once the new
ramp is in place, our plan is to install a second entrance gate from the side nearest the Pit. We will replace the damaged
panel at the same time. Council is also looking into options to raise the fence height at the school end, as recovery of
balls will be harder once the land is redeployed to the school.
Inclusive Swing for the Playground
The inclusive swing has been ordered after consultation with local parents. We hope this will be installed in early December.
New Playground
Parish Council has agreed to adopt the playground built by Pye on the new estate. We are in the process of completing
the necessary paperwork and are keen to open it as soon as possible. It will be included in our weekly inspection regime.
Flooding at the Railway Bridge
This seems to be a regular re-occurrence and Council is working with both OCC and Thames Water to get a permanent
resolution. OCC have agreed to complete drain clearing, and Thames Water are reviewing the pump station operations.
Dogs, Dogs Dogs!
We love our four legged friends, but if you own one, please ask them to respect other users in common areas. We still
have dog mess to remove in the areas around the playground (dog mess is very dangerous for children and unpleasant
for the rest of us). No dogs are allowed in the fenced area of either the games area or playground and definitely not, as
reported recently, on the picnic tables.
Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can also
contact us through the website for non-urgent enquiries. www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Reporting Highway Problems
www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems. Councillors
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths,
etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary.
The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues.
Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the
decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site: www.publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/
online-applications. There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new
planning applications in your area. You can register at he following location: www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-onour-website
Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 8th December 2020 online at 6:30pm.

And a Sincere Thank You
anborough Parish Council would again like to thank and now wish Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to the very
many people who have been working and contributing so much to keeping residents safe and maintaining their
health, spirit and morale during this extraordinary time since March. The countless number of brave and selfless offers of
help to everyone living in the Parish has been amazing and evidence of what a strong community Hanborough is. Like

H
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so many other towns and villages, we weren’t—and couldn’t have been—prepared for the demands made by the Covid-19
pandemic, but the response of everyone in Hanborough has been outstanding and will continue to be so.
The Parish Council want to express particularly their gratitude to Eynsham Medical Group and the NHS teams, to our key
workers, to the Hanborough Co-Op, the Cycle Shop, Suzuki Garage, to our three pubs, The George and Dragon, The
Hand and Shears, and The Three Horseshoes and to Blenheim Palace; also to our Posties who have been delivering our
mail every day during the crisis, and to WODC Waste Service, whose orange-clad operatives are keeping the Parish free
of rubbish—so important when we are living through such a difficult period.
And, of course, to the Hanborough Herald Team who have been producing and distributing our valuable community newsletter and keeping us up-to-date with important information.
Hanborough has shown great community spirit since the pandemic has started, and we have all come together by, ironically, staying two metres apart. Please continue to observe social distancing—it is so important for the future, health and safety of us all.
Hanborough Parish Council
December 2020

Hanborough Parish Councillors
Ellen Armitage Tel: 07775419512
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com

Rich Fuller Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Paul Mowat Tel: 07557571836
email: paul.mowat@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Penelope Marcus Tel: 881312
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com

Jeff Borer Tel: 882286
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Steve Page Tel: 359984
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Niels Chapman (Chair) Tel: 882932
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Kerry Scarlett Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com

Michael Franklin Tel: 684549
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com

Lucy Tritton Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Rod Fraser Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel : 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Officers of the Parish Council
Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and Allotments matters.
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com
Office Hours: 01993 773532, Mobile: 0776 7020 290
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Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
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Waste & Recycling
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/
jars.
In GREEN weeks recycling, garden waste and food waste
will be collected.
In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be
collected.

9th & 23rd December
9th* & 21st* January

Kids’ Corner
page 27
Methodist Church
pages 28-29
Christmas Quiz
page 29
In the Kitchen
Garden Club
page 31

2nd & 16th December
4th* & 15th* January
(No Garden Waste
Pickup In January)

How I Love My Computer
Flower Club
page 33

A Warm Welcome to All New
Residents

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or
Church Hanborough and have not yet received a
‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can
give one to you.
This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and
the pack contains information with contact numbers about
things that go on in the villages and a map to help you find
your way around.
Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to
our depot via our new online form:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin.
* Unless delayed by a bank holiday

Please Note…
•

Has a new family arrived near you?
•

We would love to welcome them and give them a
‘Welcome Pack’.

•

If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

•

A Job Done Well:
Carpentry, furniture assembly
Doors hung, door locks fitted
Curtain rails and blinds fitted
Gutters cleared; fencing
Painting and decorating

No job
too small

Due to the current emergency, some dates may
change; please contact the event organiser to
confirm.
Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough
Herald, but are the views of the contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication are
not endorsed nor specifically recommended by
the Management Committee of the Hanborough
Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please
mention to the supplier that you saw their
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald.

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you,
they are available from the following locations: The Cycle Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage,
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair
Studio or online at:
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/

Rob Atkinson
Property maintenance & high quality DIY

Tel: 07876-275300
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com
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A Quick Message to the Evergreeners

Hanborough Supporting
The Porch

Hello all Evergreen members,
We are really missing you and hoping that we can meet
again soon. We wish you a very merry Christmas.
Stay safe and keep happy.
Love to you all from Sara and the committee.

The churches of Hanborough
and Freeland have been supporting the homeless charity in
Oxford The Porch since the
beginning of the pandemic.
Here is a photograph of our
contributions to The Porch
being received. The Porch
provides lunch everyday to the homeless of Oxford. Over
170 hot meals are provided every day. We send fresh
fruit, wind fall fruit and veg, delicious home baked cakes,
etc. every fortnight, which are very gratefully received.
The Porch is desperate for small bottles of water, sandwich fillings—fish/meat and cheese—and Christmas decorations. If anyone can spare any of these things as well
as fruit, cakes, etc., they would be gratefully received,
especially as it is approaching Christmas. All donations
can be made to 7 Millwood End on Friday 4th and 18th
December—please leave in the front porch.

Hanborough Herald Contact Details
Editor: Tommy Begley
hanboroughherald@gmail.com
Tel: 07796 795207
Advertising Officer: Val Pankhurst
advertshh@gmail.com
Tel: 01993 882363
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls
Tel: 01993 881466
Management Committee: All of the above plus:
Chairman: Nigel James
Tel: 01993 881711
Treasurer: Michael Greenway
Tel: 01993 357014
Member: Jane Lewis
Tel: 01993 883077

Hanborough
& Freeland Running Group
For 18 to 99 Year Olds
Everyone Welcome
Enjoyable peer led running grouped according to
ability & fitness levels
For more information (or to volunteer to help get
things started) please contact:
HanFree-run@outlook.com

5

day before his 40th birthday) and
arrived in New York on 5th February. He continued working
with Yates for some time before taking a job as lead truck
driver for film work on location for Universal Studios in Hollywood, where he remained until his retirement.
Paul Lutener
Continued from front page…

A Short letter From Henry...
was pleased to read the replies to my piece about WinIwould
ifred Ward and am glad that readers found it interesting. I
still be keen to learn more about Winifred, her hus-

Hanborough Tree Project Updates

band George and her parents, Mr & Mrs Tilley, if anyone in
the village remembers them. They must have been distraught to lose their daughter as a result of air attack, but
perhaps having her memorial stone in the churchyard provided some comfort in the years afterwards.
Henry Spilberg

mornings of planting went so
Ewasight
fast with the weather on our side. It
a pleasure to meet so many ex-

cited children who were ready to
plant—running to and fro from the
huge mulch hill, filling the buckets and
wheel barrows, digging holes, working
out how to get trees out of their pots,
finding worms, banging stakes into the
ground with that extra heavy mallet.
Fantastic work by all! Great to see
nearly 270 kids from Hanborough Pre-School, Hanborough
Meadows Pre-School and Hanborough Manor School were
keen to get fully involved. Every group completed their
tasks and helped prepare for the following group too. Evie,
Year 4, would like to share her poem:

Over two years, we have planted 18 Sweet Chestnuts, two
Horse Chestnuts, 10 Walnuts, two Limes, two Hazels, one
Damson, two Cherries, two Mulberries, six Plums, seven
Apples, four Pears and two Apricots.
For a second year running, thanks go
to Blenheim Palace for their donations
of trees, stakes and mulch, to Mark
Vickers for the chicken wire, to all the
parents who helped with the digging…
I hope your blisters are healed now!
Finally, a big thank you for all the donations which paid for the trees from
Nicholsons—they are now paid in full.
Please feel free to get in touch at:
hanboroughcommunitytreeproject@gmail.com or on Facebook: longhanboroughcommunitytreeproject.
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1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout Group
We will be holding our AGM on Friday 27th November at 7:00pm via Zoom where
we will outline our plans for the coming months and celebrate all the hard work
that goes into Scouting. Zoom details will be shared with parents and carers ahead
of time. The latest lockdown halted the plans we had made for some face-to-face
meetings. Prior to lockdown Cubs played football with glow-in-the-dark balls, and Explorers met for a hike. Due to government procedure every event is currently canceled, and we have gone back to web meetings at the moment.
For the rest of this report I’m handing over to Mike Joyner who is retiring from Scouting after serving an incredible 33
years with the group! He has contributed so much to the group over the years and will be greatly missed. On behalf of us
all, thank you for everything, Mike. You have been invaluable.
Scouts, Parents and Friends,
D earIScout
have mulled over my options for a long time and have decided that it is probably the right time to stand down as
Leader; after all it’s been over 33 years!

I would like to hand over the troop to a new team so they have the opportunity to plan how they wish to take the
troop forward when normal Scouting is allowed to resume, so do let us know if you would like to get involved.
I have had the best time ever at 1st Hanborough Freeland and achieved so much with the Scouts, it has been an
absolute pleasure to be a part of the group, and I am so proud of what we have accomplished, but when the time
is right, you just know. Even though it is so difficult to leave something you love, my heart knows I need to step
back now. I am not sure what my Scouting future holds, but I will still be in the background with the group.
The week’s camps have always been a highlight of the Scouts year since the first one I ran in 1991 to the Brecon
Beacons up until 2019. The only year we didn’t have a camp was 2000, as we attended a District Millennium
Camp. That’s 28 weeks’ camps, which is 7 months at camp with well over 500 young people taking part over the
years! We have usually had two or three other weekend camps every year too.
Another highlight would be in December 2002 when I led the County contingent of four leaders and 36 young people to the World Scout Jamboree in Thailand for three weeks, having spent the previous 18 months fundraising
the £100,000 needed to attend. It was a tremendous experience to be with 30,000 young people from all over the
world for 10 days. The first part of the trip was with the 3,000 from the UK staying in one hotel having Christmas
dinner together and a service on the beach!
During my time in Scouts I have been presented with a commendation for good service in 1997 followed by a
medal of Merit in 2011 and last year a bar to the medal of Merit.
It’s been great to get to know many of you in the village over the years—many still friends now. Thank you to all
the Scouts and also to the other leaders that have put up with me for so long and allowed me to do the things I
have done. It's been a fantastic experience. I will still be around to help and support the group as and where I can.
Mike

Freeland District Girlguiding
Remembrance Service: Emily, Rainbows leader and Laura, Brownie & Guide leader along with
Laura’s daughter were able to be attend a small ceremony to represent us and lay wreaths on
behalf of Guiding. This was also livestreamed via Facebook. We would like to thank all those who
played a part in making this possible, in particular Steve Page (Hanborough Parish Council and
Scouts) & Nigel James (Methodist Church) for their hard work behind the scenes ensuring this event was Covid safe and
able to go ahead. We were honoured to be a part of this.
Due to going into lockdown again we were unfortunately not able to go ahead with our planned return from Rainbows and
Brownies back to face-to-face meetings. We therefore decided to run some Zoom meeting so that we could engage with
those Rainbows and Brownies who would like to do that. The first few sessions have gone well, and it has been lovely to
see the girls again.
All parents will continue to be emailed with updates of our future plans, and the info will also be put on our Rainbow and
Brownie Parents Facebook Pages. If you are interested in registering your daughter to join guiding for the first time when
we can meet again, then please visit https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk/ or contact Wendy on 01993 883120. We also
cannot run our units without adult volunteers, so if you are interested in helping out at guiding in any of our units, again
please contact Wendy.
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Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats
By a Country Girl

The holly and the ivy,
When they are both full grown,
Of all the trees that are in the wood,
The holly bears the crown.
Sharp's English Folk-Carols (1911)

C

hristmas is almost upon us and the time of year when most
homes put up a tree and decorations. For some people it’s
not Christmas if the halls are not decked with boughs of holly,
skeins of ivy and scented by a traditional pine tree. Certainly,
“decking the halls with boughs of holly” is a very ancient custom dating back several thousand years. Decorating with holly
is not just a European tradition; during midwinter it is also a
custom of the Chinese, who use their native holly (Ilex cornuta) to decorate temple courts and large halls during their New
Year's festivals in February.
In Europe, the ancient Romans,
Greeks, and Druids all decorated their
homes with holly in the belief that it was
a symbol of goodwill. The Druids of preRoman Britain believed that wearing
holly in their hair would ward off evil
spirits and that holly was a sacred tree
that was never deserted by the sun;
this belief stemmed from the knowledge
that holly growing in a deciduous wood
or forest remained green all winter long.
For the Romans, holly also had a sacred connection in their beliefs and was
an important addition to their December
festival of Saturnalia, which honoured the Roman god Saturn,
the god of sowing and husbandry.
Christians have identified a wealth of symbolism in its botanical form. In Britain, many scholars believe that the name
“holly”, also often referred to as Christ's thorn, is a corruption
of the words "holy tree". The sharpness of the leaves recalling
the crown of thorns worn by Jesus; the red berries are a reminder of the drops of blood that were shed for salvation; and
the shape of the leaves, which resemble flames, serve to reveal God's burning love for His people. Linked with the fact
that holly maintains its bright colours during the Christmas
season, it naturally came to be associated with the Christian
holiday of Christmas. As this observation from 1598 testifies,
"every man's house, the parish churches, the corners of
streets, and marketplaces in London were decorated with
English holly (Ilex aquifolium) during the Christmas season."
Even stables and beehives were adorned with a sprig or two.
As a botanical species, English holly
(Ilex aquifolium) is one of approximately 480 species of flowering
plants in the family Aquifoliaceae (i.e.
those made of holly wood and having
prickly/pointy leaves). Interestingly,
Ilex in Latin means holm-oak or evergreen oak (Quercus ilex). Despite
the revised Linnaean classification
of Ilex as being distinctly holly in 1753, as late as the 19th
century in Britain, the term Ilex was still being applied to oak
as well as holly. This is because though holly leaves are thick
and waxy, they do have lobed, spiked margins that have a
superficial similarity to the leaves of oak.
The notion of a relationship between the oak and the holly

has a very long history. Two thousand years ago, the Celts believed that two twins, the Holly King and the Oak King, became
rooted in a terrible battle to rule the woodland. Legend has it
that, in summer, the Oak King was in full leaf and the rest of the
wood bowed to his extreme strength. But his leaves began to
drop from his boughs and the Holly King seized his chance to
rule the wintry wood with his evergreen leaves and red berries.
English holly (Ilex aquifolium) is a native (occurring naturally in
Britain and not introduced by humans). Though growth rate is
slow—approximately 10-15cm each year—a mature tree can
grow to a height of 15m and live for 300 years. Holly is
“dioecious”, meaning that it needs male and female plants that
are close enough to be pollinated in order to produce seeds.
The best way to determine the sex of holly plants is by examining the flowers, which are located between the leaf and branch
joint. Although the small clusters of creamy white flowers are
similar in appearance, males have more prominent stamens
than females.
Only female trees produce fruits. The small bright red fruits, often referred to as berries, are technically drupes (a fleshy fruit
surrounding a seed). Each holly berry contains about
four seeds. The fruits ripen in winter and are very slow to germinate, taking anywhere from sixteen months to three years. The
fruits are generally slightly toxic to humans, and can
cause vomiting and diarrhoea when ingested. However, they
are an important food source for birds, such as Redwings
(Turdus iliacus) and Fieldfares (Turdus pilaris); indeed, Mistle
thrushes are particularly partial to them and will guard their own
berry-laden bushes with such ferocity that they'll chase off any
potential thieves as soon as they appear.
A holly has wider wildlife value than as a food source for birds
and animals. The holly’s boughs of spiny leaves provide shelter
and nesting sites for birds, the dead leaves decay slowly and
the dry leaf litter can be a safe shelter for amphibians. The flower buds are food for the caterpillar of
the Holly Blue Butterfly (Celastrina
argiolus) and Privet Hawkmoth.
(Sphinx ligustri). Holly is also a key
food plant for about 30 species of
invertebrates, such as scarce beetles, centipedes and wood lice.
It has been a wonderful year for berries, and the Holly is no exception,
but if you do pick its boughs for
Christmas, please be economical in
what you take—there are many species depending on its protection and its berries for their survival.
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Woodstock had few restaurants—in fact only one restaurant is listed: The Old
Pyed Bull in Oxford Street,
which was not licenced to
sell alcohol. A local chap,
John Banbury, remembers
the Pye being what is now
The Punch Bowl. Bus drivers and conductors were
licenced and had to wear
badges with their unique
number.
The
pictured
badges were local to Oxfordshire. “EE” indicates the East
Midlands licencing office, whilst “KK” is the southern area
based in Eastbourne.
We cannot take everything, but if you are willing to donate
motoring memorabilia or old photographs of vehicles,
please contact the museum. Items connected to Oxfordshire, William Morris, his vehicles, or factory are especially
welcome.

Oxford Bus and Morris Motors Museum
Closed again but still preserving memories
o comply with Government’s Covid regulations, the muThopefully
seum is closed. It will reopen as soon as permitted—
before Father Christmas’s proposed visits on 13

and 20 December and the New Year’s Day running day.
Up-to-date information on these events is on our website:
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk.
The photograph shows exhibits kept in museum display
cabinets. Readers of my generation will remember them.
Every year the Automobile Association used to send its
members a yellow handbook containing road maps and a
town gazetteer. The Woodstock entry discloses that in
1957/8 the town had a population of 1,690, weekday licencing hours were 10:00am-2:00pm and 6:00pm-10:00pm, the
last post collection was at 5:45pm on weekdays but 6:30pm
on Sundays. Early closing day was Wednesday and Market
Day was Tuesday. The Bear Hotel had three out of five
stars, whilst the Dorchester, now the Feathers Hotel, and
the Marlborough Arms each had two stars. In those days

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh,
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our Priest. All are welcome.
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR Phone: 01865 881613 Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk

The Christmas Masses will be the same as last year: Christmas Eve 5:00pm and 8:00pm, Christmas Day 10:00am.
Christmas Masses are by ticket only. There is limited seating capacity. Please contact Father Mark to request a ticket. It
will be on a first come first served basis, with regular parishioners given priority.
Father Mark, the Parish Priest, still says Mass privately every weekday inside the church, and Father Martin, the retired
Priest also says Mass every day in his home in Eynsham. Just remember that you are being prayed for. On the church
website, you can click on ‘Newsletter’ to see Father Mark’s message each week and his reflection on the Sunday readings and also see Father Martin’s weekly homily/sermon on Youtube.
The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email
stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
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Work on the edge of our World Heritage
Site
We have a number of serviced offices available in our former Estate Office, perched on the
edge of the Park and a stone’s throw from ‘the
Finest View in England’, perfect for a small
business or one looking to expand. Starting at
£454pcm including all utilities. Find out more
at blenheimestate.com/commercial.
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Eynsham Medical Group Newsletter - Vaccination Update for Patients
FLU VACCINE
Due to the pandemic, the Practice has seen a vast increase in demand for the vaccination compared to
previous years. They have successfully run several flu clinics which have proved extremely effective for
delivering the flu vaccinations to large number of patients in a short period of time and will continue to
do so.

Ages 18-65 At Risk Patients
The Practice is working through the eligible patient list as quickly as they can and have recently had confirmation that they
will be receiving more stock of the vaccination for this group very soon. They are contacting those who are at the highest
risk directly but may be releasing more appointments soon which can be booked via the dedicated flu booking line 01993
880786. Please note—the line is extremely busy and will only be manned 10:00am-2:00pm Mon-Fri. You must listen to the
greeting message which will confirm whether there is availability or not. We want to avoid disappointment if you hold to get
through and only then find there are none available. Appointments for this age group cannot be booked online.

Age 65 and Over
There are some appointments left which can be booked either online via Patient Access or by calling the dedicated flu
booking line 01993 880786. As explained above, the flu line is only manned 10:00am-2:00pm Mon-Fri, and you must listen
to the greeting message to confirm there is availability.

Age 50-64
The flu vaccination will also be offered free to the age group 50-64 from 1 December, but the Practice will need to make
arrangements for how this will be done. Please do not contact the surgeries just yet, but check the news section of the
website regularly for any updates to this.

COVID VACCINE
It has been well publicised in the news recently that there is a Covid-19 vaccine that the Government intend to roll out once
all the final safety checks have been made.
The Practice is awaiting further guidance from NHS England and will inform their patients as soon as possible. Appointments for this vaccine are not available at this time.

Christmas at the Hospitals Is Going to Be a Bit Different this Year
In previous years, the Hospitals have been hugely grateful to many people who have made generous donations of toys and
gifts for patients of all ages in their hospitals. However, this year the festive toy and gift drops cannot take place due to
Covid-19 restrictions. So Oxford Hospitals Charity has launched a new virtual gift-giving scheme to ensure that Christmas
cheer continues. By going online to www.hospitalcharity.co.uk/giveagift you can donate a toy for a child, a gift for an
older patient, or support one of the many projects the charity is working on to make the hospitals more comfortable and
welcoming for patients. Their fundraising manager says, “All toys and gifts purchased have been carefully chosen by their
amazing team of Play Specialists and staff who work with older patients. So you are safe in the knowledge that your donation will be making a real difference to the patients that need them the most. It is our chance to show that whatever is going
on in the world, there is still time to raise a smile on the face of someone who is in hospital.”

All,
D ear
I hope that you are all safe and well and

Elderberries
I thought this month I would look back to what we
were doing this time last year, which in so many ways
seems a lifetime ago. Armistice Day is always a time
for reflection and remembrance for all of us at Elderberries, and although we could not be together this
year, we were all still united in our thoughts. The photo is of Jeanne’s handmade table decorations which
always add to our day and are very much appreciated
by all of us.
I am now looking ahead to
Christmas—one of our favourite times of the year—and how
we can make it special in the
new 2020 way! We may not
manage to have our big
Christmas celebrations as in
previous years, but we will
celebrate in a socially distanced way and save all our
hugs for 2021! Gill Grahame

coping with these interesting times.
Rotary Club of Eynsham is still hoping to be
able to help Father Christmas with his Christmas duties, but
at present we are still receiving contradictory information
regarding what form this might be allowed to take. At present, we have three provisionally booked static events at
the Eynsham Lights event, with Stanton Harcourt PTA and
at Cassington village green. Details of these and—if we are
allowed—the street tours will be published in Eynsham
Online, so that any last minute adjustments can be updated
regularly. Please check regularly to find out what will be
happening in your area. In
the meantime, we wish you
all a safe lockdown and
hope we all emerge in December to enjoy at least
some pre-Christmas cheer.
With very best wishes,
Rotary Club of Eynsham
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Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965

Charity No. 304309

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming children from 2 to 5 years of age. Government funding for 15-30 hours is available for children aged three years or over and
15 hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We provide a safe
and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The sessions
run Monday-Thursday during school term time starting with the morning session 8:45-11:45am, lunchtime sessions
where children can stay and have lunch is 11:45am-12:15pm and the afternoon session is 12:15pm-3:15pm. Fridays Pre
-School finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest School sessions on Friday mornings, where the
children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors. Prospective Children: Due to Covid-19 restrictions we are restricted on when we can have visits to the setting at moment. On our public Facebook page—Hanborough Pre-School
and our website—we have put together a little video of our Pre-school for you so you can have a virtual look around.
Here are some pictures of the tree planting the children took part in and activities in the wood.

Term 2: This term we have been making our own tree monsters and models in the woods, pumpkin carving and lighting
our pumpkin. We also have been reading the story Pumpkin Soup, tasted different types of soups and recorded our favourites. The children have also been focusing on the story We're Going on a Bear Hunt, making painted foot prints and
acting out the story, also doing activities and preparations for Christmas.
Forest School: As long as the weather permits, we will continue our Forest School sessions and enjoying our time in the
woods.
Term Dates:
Term 2: ends Friday 18th December 2020
Term 3: Tuesday 5th January 2021-Friday 12th February 2021
Fund raising events:
Elf Hunt: Look for details of our Elf Hunt in December on page 11 in this edition. Sheets will be available at £2 from the
Co-op in December.
Quiz Night: If able to meet face-to-face, this will be at The Pavilion, Long Hanborough, Saturday 23rd January 2021.
Otherwise it will be via Zoom; details will be put on our public Facebook page and posters around the village.

WE WISH YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
Current Fees: Morning (8:45am-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15pm-3:15pm) are £15 per session. Lunchtime
sessions (Monday-Thursday inc. 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2 per session. For details on what sessions are currently available, please contact us for more information.
Do contact us on the numbers below if you are thinking of booking a place for your child in the 2020/21 school year, as
we are filling up the sessions, or email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com or download from our
website. Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news. You can also visit our
website for more information: http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit: Call Lynda Leach (882503)
or the pavilion (883178) session times
Administration
Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated GOOD.
HANDY MAN SERVICE
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower resealants
Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs &
carpentry
CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or
Email: dasdecandbuild@gmail.com
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Woodstock & District U3A
Defying what looks like more months of lockdown, Woodstock U3A stalwarts continue to find ways of pursuing their
interests and expressing themselves. Our monthly speaker
meetings, which in normal times are sociable occasions in
Woodstock's Community Centre, have shifted online via
Zoom. Early in November, nutritional therapy experts Shona Kennedy and Teresa Tolfree gave out some good advice on how to manage our guts and ensure healthy digestion.
Tuesday 1 December (2:00pm) sees Helen Matthews who,
having become a novelist late in life, promises to pass on a
few tips she learned in the process, while on 5th January
2021, amateur astronomer Mary McIntyre explains how
much can be learnt from studying 'Shadows in Space'. The
full list of online talks through to April is on our website
(www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock). It's worth taking a
look at what is available regionally: Google U3A's 'Thames
Valley Network' (TVN) offers members a rolling programme
of online talks on a variety of subjects. Members of Woodstock branch's individual Interest Groups continue to work
on their specialisms. The Artists and Crafts persons post a
fact-packed newsletter every few weeks displaying a formidable range of talents (and did I mention their biscuit recipe?). The two Play Reading Groups are looking at how
they might meet within the latest guidelines, while the Book
Group now meet monthly, again courtesy of Zoom, to
'discuss books and poetry' (well, they would, wouldn't
they?) and the recorder group continues to stay in tune
online with weekly meeting by Zoom.
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can read more about how Homeshare works.
“We currently have several Sharers looking for Oxfordshire accommodation and a number of Householders looking forward to welcoming someone into
her home. If you, or someone you know, might be
interested in Homesharing in Oxfordshire, and who
may feel less daunted by living alone at the moment, please do get in touch.”
Web: www.homeshareoxford.org.uk.
Email: homeshare@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
Phone: 01865 410670

Homesharing Hailed as Brilliant Solution for All Experiencing Loneliness
omesharing, where an older person opens their home
Hexchange
to someone looking for affordable accommodation in
for companionship and help around the house,

has been around for decades. But Homeshare organisations have seen a significant surge in new interest from
both Householders and Sharers because of the pandemic.
“People of all ages, many of whom have enjoyed
full, busy lives, have found it hard to have spent so
much time alone during lockdown. Phone calls and
video calls can be a lifeline too, but it can get to feel
quite daunting if loneliness and isolation creep in,”
said Marian Pocock, who runs the Homeshare service in
Oxfordshire. Homeshare Oxford has recently had a
steady stream of interest and lots of conversations with
older people who would like some company in their home
and the reassurance that this can bring. University researcher, 32-year-old Jen, now living in Marston with 83year-old Mary, said,
“I think it’s reassuring to people who are considering Homeshare to know that we have safely
brought people together during the pandemic and
for them to hear how our matches are as strong as
ever during lockdown. I am very grateful to be here
during lockdown. I know that I’m in a safe environment. It’s great to have a quiet space in which to
work from home and have the good company of
Mary. I’ve been more than happy to be able to help
with anything in the house and to get bits of shopping that we need. We’ve both said how lucky we
are to be together and are acutely aware of others
in much less fortunate positions.”
Homeshare Oxford, which matches people across Oxfordshire, is as busy as ever. Marian said,
“We look set to confirm two new matches this week,
in Oxford and Abingdon, and three new Householders have come on board in the past couple of
weeks. The Homeshare concept strikes a chord
with so many people. The needs of both parties are
met in a kind, understanding way. It’s much more
than just a living situation. Very often genuine
friendships develop, which is so heart-warming. A
lot of careful work goes into the matching process
and in finding ‘the right person for the right person’.
Safety too is central to everything. As a local organisation, we are also able to be on the doorstep to
support the arrangement once it is in place, and we
keep in regular touch. We can be in contact with
family members and friends too, who are reassured
that someone is there with their elderly relative or
friend when they can’t be.”
You can find out about Homeshare Oxford’s current accommodation opportunities on their website where you

Freeland Nurseries
Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road
Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am4.30pm; Sunday 9.30am-4.00pm
Tel:- 01993 881430
Website: https://
freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
Normandii non-drop Christmas trees
Container grown Christmas trees
Holly wreaths
Poinsettias and other house plants
Main crop potatoes 25kg & 12.5kg
Kindling, logs and coal
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Hanborough’s First
Christmas Driveway
Market
CANCELLED
HWT Trustees are very aware that there may be some
people in need as a result of the Coronavirus epidemic,
and requests are invited at this time to cover emergencies by any individuals or families who live in Hanborough
and may consider themselves and their need appropriate.
Please do so by contacting either Gill Breakspear on gillbreakspear@btinternet.com or Rev Nigel Knights Johnson on nigelknightsjohnson@gmail.com. If you do not
have access to email or the internet, then please ring on
01993 359572.

Unfortunately we had to make the decision to cancel the Christmas Driveway Market that should
have taken place on the 28th of November as it
would have breached current lockdown rules.
I was overwhelmed by the interest in this event and
had over 30 stalls/driveways booked! Therefore, I
hope to arrange something similar in the spring if
the Covid situation is more under control.
Rachel Simpkins
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Hanborough Playing Fields Association
Trustee Management Committee
The Pavilion, Roosevelt Road, Long Hanborough, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX29 8jG
Phone: 01993883178

Registered Charity (Reg no: 304310

)

AGENDA FOR HPFA AGM
MONDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2020
PM VIA SYKPE
All our invited and the link to join meeting is –
https://join.skype.com/lplxJYKMpN9J
Apologies for absence
Minutes of last AGM
Matters Arising
Chairperson's Report
Treasurer's Report
Any other business
Meeting to follow AGM to appoint new officers and
to follow up minutes of previous meeting of 9th November 2020.
Do come and join the current committee for our Annual AGM
via skype due to current COVID-19 restrictions.
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provide a temporary source of pleasure but cannot replace the
more complex interactions we get from direct contact with others. The ‘Like’ button on Facebook was meant to provide positive feedback, but more often, a lack of responses to a post can
leave us feeling vacant and depressed.
The Solutions:
•Educate yourself and others. Be aware of what is happening
when you interact with a website or advert.
•Turn off notifications except for the necessary ones
•Delete apps that you are not using. Refrain from downloading
apps you may not want or need, as they may take information
when downloaded.
•Have no phone at the dinner table
•Have no electronic devices in the bedroom
•Negotiate set amounts of SM time with family members
•Do not allow children to have SM accounts until they reach the
appropriate legal age. Consider delaying the purchase of
smartphones until they are at least at secondary school. Many
tech insiders do not allow their children to have SM accounts at
all. Most notably Steve Jobs and Bill Gates severely limited their
children’s use of Technology.
•Boredom is good—it leads to creativity. Consider practising
mindfulness or meditation instead.
•Try to like or follow people with different views to yours and
fact check before sharing stories.
•Use multiple sources for news and be aware that many stories
are designed to cause strong emotional reactions which means
we do no longer think so objectively about the issues.
•Use a search engine like Ecosia that is sustainable and has
less advertising or one that is not storing search histories such
as Qwant, Duckduckgo or Epicsearch.
•Talk about the issues and demand better regulation of tech.
Mike Berners Lee the British coinventor of the internet is concerned about how the internet is being used by big companies
but thinks it is not too late to ensure it becomes something that
serves humanity and not vice versa.
Tech giants have become the richest companies in the history
of humanity. They purport to be providing you with a free service but in the words of the film, “If you are not paying for the
product, then you’re the product.” We owe it to ourselves and
society to be aware of how big tech works and be mindful of
how our attention may be being manipulated.
Ultimately, it is the business model of the tech companies that
needs to change. Instead of it feeding off of its users (the drug
industry is the only other industry that calls its “customers” users) by allowing third parties to manipulate them, it needs to
turn its users into customers. So, much like we do with Netflix
and Spotify, we may need to start paying for these services to
regain our rights and dignity as consumers. The Social Dilemma
is one of the most important films of the year. Alongside David
Attenborough’s documentaries, it demonstrates the need for us
to have insight into the effects our human inventions and activities are having on the planet and our mental and physical
health. As we recover from the COVID pandemic, we will need
to think globally but live more locally. Let’s use SM, not let it use
us, and then when we’ve had our allocated time online, why not
switch off the screen, connect with each other face to face and
reconnect with nature?

Of Socially Critical Importance
s we enter a second lockdown and look towards Christmas,
Anections,
more time will be spent online in order to maintain social confind entertainment, search for news and shop. The

internet has undoubtedly facilitated some remarkable progress,
innovations and increased quality of life for many. However, in
the words of Greek philosopher Sophocles,
“Nothing vast enters the life of mortals without a curse.”
The Social Dilemma is a documentary, released recently, that
dramatically highlights the increasing concerns about how tech
giants and social media (SM) platforms can negatively impact
our lives. The good news is that it also provides ideas for reducing this risk to ourselves, our families and society. In the film,
high level tech insiders provide their experiences of working
within a system that they became increasingly uncomfortable
being part of. Through a mixture of personal reflection and
dramatization, this powerful film shows how companies hoard
and use our data in order to better understand and manipulate
our behaviour. Critics of the film suggest that it is too simplistic
and negative. Participants make it clear that SM is not all inherently bad. What is bad is the pursuit of immense profits through
a business model that is not paid for by its users (us), but instead uses us as the product to (often hidden) third parties. This
has led to SM being used in ways that it was not initially designed for, and these practices are harming us. We can and
should learn from the film.
The Issues:
SM use is addictive and is designed to expose you to as much
advertising as possible, as this is how the companies get their
revenue. Algorithms rule SM, and artificial intelligence (AI) is
working hard in the background analysing your data and usage
in order to manipulate both your conscious and subconscious
mind. Each interaction with SM releases a happy hormone
called dopamine in the reward centre of your brain. It is the
same chemical that is released if we eat sweets, take drugs like
heroin or drink alcohol. Youtube has said that Netflix is not its
main competitor—sleep is. They need us to be online as much
as possible to simply function as a business.

It is difficult to tell truth from lies—your results from an internet search will be different from others’ depending on your past
internet usage and geographic location. We tend to live in online
echo-chambers and so are no longer getting as balanced views
as we could. We are being given the information the computer
programmes have calculated we want to read—or that they
need us to read in order to gain revenue from third parties—
given the information they have about us. There is evidence that
false news spreads six times faster than the truth. The Democratic system as we know it is at risk due to targeted political
advertising, which can be funded opaquely. For example, Russia did not hack Facebook to influence the US election, it simply
used it to advertise to targeted voters.

The film’s website:
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/81254224
For further information, support and ways to take action:
https://www.humanetech.com/
Jaron Lanier’s “Ten Arguments For Deleting Your Social Media Accounts Right Now”
Cathy O’Neil’s “Weapons of Math Destruction”
Sherry Turkle’s “Reclaiming Conversation: The Power of Talk in a
Digital Age”
For concerned parents:
https://www.papayaparents.com/the-problem

The use of SM has proven to negatively impact our mental
health, most notably in teenagers. Interactions on the internet
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES

SERVICES IN THE PARISH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH
with CHRIST CHURCH and MANOR SCHOOL, LONG HANBOROUGH
The Churches in the Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland are now closed for public worship until early December in accordance with Government Guidance. Please go to our website which will give further information in line
with changes as they occur, or see the notice boards outside the church.
St. Mary the Virgin Freeland
is open
for Private Prayer on Tuesdays and Saturdays 9:00am-4:00pm
Please join us for Morning Worship Services on Zoom 10:00am every Sunday
For further details to book to attend a service or for the login details for Zoom please email: administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
For the Lord is good and his love endures for ever; his faithfulness continues through all generations. Psalm 100:5

Useful Contact Details:
Associate Vicar: Rev. Sue Spankie
Tel: 01993 706469
email:
revsue@gst.org.uk

Curate: Rev. Emma Hopegood Jones
Tel: 01993 881936
email:
curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk

Curate: Rev. Mike Madden
email:
curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk

A Farewell Letter From The Curate
Friends,
D ear
All of life is bittersweet. We have learnt this in so many ways this year in particu-

lar—the challenges and deep grief of this pandemic has been tinged with so many reasons for hope and thanksgiving. And this letter too is bittersweet—I write to you for the
final time as your curate. I will be leaving Hanborough and Freeland in December, to
take up a new post as the Priest in Charge of St Mary Magdalene, Hatfield Hyde, which
is in Welwyn Garden City. I came to serve as your curate in July 2017, and a curacy is
always a transitory time, the final part of a priest’s formal training. I knew when I arrived
that I would be leaving within 3-4 years. What I had not anticipated is what a gift these
communities would be to me. Sharing in the events of your lives has been such a privilege, and I am deeply grateful. It has been joyful in the services of marriage I have conducted and thankful through the very many christenings we have celebrated. It has been deeply moving to
share in the times of sorrow that many of you have experienced in the last few years, as we also gave
thanks for what has been and in the hope of what will be. The relationship that the church enjoys with our
brilliant local schools has been a real joy, and I will miss our wonderful children and young people, and the
‘Hello Revd Emma’ that greets me around the villages. I leave at a time of transition and great hope for the
community and the churches in this place, with the expansion of our communities, and the imminent arrival
of your new Rector, The Rev’d Steve Stewart, on 20th January. I pray that the God of Hope would fill you
with all joy and peace, even in these bittersweet times. May the Lord bless you and keep you, may God’s
face shine upon you and be gracious to you, may God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.
The peace of Christ to you all,
Emma
The Revd Emma Hopegood Jones
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The Churches in the Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland Christmas Happenings
Advent Carol Service
Sunday 29th November 2020 at 10:00am on Zoom
Carols and Candlelight: ‘Love Builds Hope’
15th December on Zoom at 6:30pm
Christingle Service
16th December on Zoom at 6:30pm
Christmas Carol Service
Sunday 20th December 2020
[Please see our website for further information]
Crib Service
24th December 2020 at 3:00pm on Zoom
Christmas Day
25th December 2020 at 10:00am on Zoom

For further details to attend a service and for the login details for Zoom please email:
administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk

A Final Farewell
ear Friends,
DChristmas
As I write, we are approaching the season of Advent and look forward with hope to
and the birth of a baby—JESUS. Jesus who brings us the gifts of hope, peace,

love and joy. Jesus’s birth was messy. Life currently is messy! Jesus was born in a stable
because there was no room in the inn. Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, as Joseph
was required to return to his hometown to register as part of the requirements of Caesar
who demanded a census be taken. Mary and Joseph were without a home when Mary
gave birth. Much had changed for this small family. Much has changed for all in this country and in our world. As I write, the Government has announced that restrictions are
changing and for some of us in the country they will be fewer, but for many they will remain in place. Change for many of us is challenging at the best of times. Yet this year has
been dominated by change. The pandemic has impacted our lives in many different ways
both personally and corporately. Wherever there is change there is hope—there is the
chance for us all to adopt the Government’s strap line of ‘Build Back Better’, to ask God to
show us how we can bring peace, love, and joy into a situation because of the sure and
certain hope that Jesus bought into the mess and the world that first Christmas. Let us all
commit to ‘Building Back Better’ to continue to share words of hope, peace, love and joy
with others. Let us look to the New Year with hope, as we embark on new beginnings. For
me personally, it is with both sadness and hope for the future that I will be leaving the Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland in January to become Vicar of the Taw and Torridge
Estuary Churches in North Devon (Fremington, Instow and Westleigh). And you too will be
moving into a new season as you welcome your new Rector, The Revd. Steve Stuart. The
Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland will always be close to my heart, as I have witnessed true community and love. I want to thank you all for being so welcoming. I have
greatly enjoyed working with you all over the last seven years, whether in the context of
the Schools, Freeland House, or the wider community and in many different and varied
situations. There have been occasions of great joy and times of sadness, yet throughout
there has always been hope which comes from Christ our risen Lord.
I pray… May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us.
Psalm 67:1
May we all know the gifts of hope, peace, love and joy that Jesus so freely gives.
With every blessing,
Revd. Sue Spankie
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“

Christmas at Longborough Manor is certainly a splendid affair.”
Edith Langford sipped her mulled wine and gazed around the ballroom, festooned
with garlands and baubles of every kind. Around her, chandeliers sparkled, guests
laughed, and servants flitted with trays of champagne. She felt a bit like Cinderella
at the ball.
She was certainly grateful to have Mrs. Lundy by her side, who as usual kept a sharp
eye on the guests and updated Edith on their life history as they went by.
“It’s quite an honour to be invited,” she told Edith confidentially. “Only the best people,
you know, although I wonder what Lady Elrington was thinking, inviting the Fredricksons—oh look, there’s the detective!”
Edith stood on tiptoe to see into the hall, where the butler was helping DetectiveDaria Davis
Sergeant Anderson off with his coat. The latter stamped his feet and waved to her, the
snow in his hair making his smile seem all the brighter.
“Oh,” said Edith noncommittally. “So it is.”
Mrs. Lundy looked ready to say many things, but at that moment their hostess swept into
view, looking intent on greeting them.
Lady Elrington was a woman of middle age and extraordinary stateliness. She moved through the sea of guests like a ship
of the line, and Edith almost felt the urge to hide behind Mrs. Lundy at her approach.
“My dear Mrs. Lundy, it’s been an age!” the lady exclaimed. “So wonderful to see you.”
“Oh, you are too kind, Lady Elrington. You’ve met my friend Miss Langford? She teaches at the school.”
The lady smiled and shook Edith’s hand with an iron grip.
“Oh, Lady Elrington!” exclaimed Mrs. Lundy. “You aren’t wearing the diamonds! Now of course those pearls look divine on
you, but I thought, as it’s practically a Christmas tradition, that we’d be seeing the famous Elrington diamonds. It must be
fifteen years since you wore anything else at Christmas!”
Lady Elrington looked a bit put out.
“Pearls suit this gown much better, don’t you think?” she said dryly. “Ah, dear Anderson is here. I must say hello.”
She swept off as rapidly as she had come. Mrs. Lundy shook her head.
“I wonder what’s gotten into her?” she murmured.
“Mrs. Lundy,” said Edith warningly. “You aren’t seeing a mystery here, are you?”
“Everything is a mystery, my dear,” Mrs. Lundy said wisely. “Life is full of mysteries to investigate. Just ask the detective.”
“Ask me what?” Anderson came up to them, brandishing a champagne glass. “Though I must warn you, I’m strictly off-duty
to any mysteries.”
Behind him, Lady Elrington frowned. If she were anyone less grand, Edith would have said she looked downright worried.
“We don’t mean to pry,” she told their hostess. “But if anything has happened—”
“They’ve been stolen, haven’t they!” interrupted Mrs. Lundy. “Well don’t worry, we’ve got two of the brightest minds in the
country here. They’ll find the diamonds in no time, won’t you, dears?”
Edith glanced at Anderson, who gave her a conspirational grin.
“My diamonds have not been stolen,” said the lady coldly. Then, with a sigh of resignation, she went on. “You see—that’s
the problem.”
“Whatever do you mean?”
“My diamonds did go missing yesterday,” admitted Lady Elrington. “They were on the dressing table that morning, and by
noon they were gone! I searched high and low, and I can’t tell you how distressed I was. Dear Albert would be devastated
when I told him. But when I went back to my dressing room a few hours later, there they were on the table again.
“So you see,” she finished. “There’s really nothing to tell.”
“Only you’re not wearing the necklace now,” pointed out the detective. “If you don’t mind me saying, the incident does
seem to distress you.”
Lady Elrington sighed again.
“To tell you the truth, it does bother me. Who would play such a cruel trick?”
“You think it was a prank?”
“I can’t think what else it could be.”
“Why, real jewel thieves, of course!” exclaimed Mrs. Lundy. “Didn’t you read about the burglary at Horston Hall last week?
They stole diamonds!”
“But mine weren’t stolen,” said Lady Elrington. “It must have been a prank.”
“Is that why you didn’t go to the police?” asked Edith. She found Lady Elrington’s attitude puzzling. “You said you were upset, yet you waited for hours before ringing the police or telling your husband.”
“And my necklace turned up in the end,” said Lady Elrington curtly. “Really, I quite regret telling you anything about it. Now
if you’ll excuse me—”
“I’d like to see the necklace,” said Anderson, his demeanour suddenly professional.
He must find this story a bit flimsy too, thought Edith.
“I don’t think that’s necessary.”
“I must insist.”
The lady looked agonised for a second, then motioned the three of them farther away from the other guests.
“I’ll show you the necklace, but there’s something you should know.” She lowered her voice. “The reason I didn’t go to the
police is simple. They wouldn’t have bothered with a necklace of paste diamonds.”
To Mrs. Lundy’s credit, she lowered her voice to a stage whisper before venting her feelings.
“The famous Elrington diamonds aren’t real?!”
“They haven’t been since the Wall Street Crash in ’29,” said Lady Elrington sadly. “We nearly lost everything, and I didn’t

A Christmas
Conundrum

22

want Albert to worry, so I never told him…”
“Oh you poor dear,” tutted Mrs. Lundy.
Anderson frowned.
“This puts a new complexion on the case,” he said. “Suppose it was real jewel thieves who took your necklace? Only they
realised their mistake and put it back.”
“That’s strangely considerate,” mused Edith. “Why not just throw the necklace away?”
“Perhaps they hoped to escape notice. If Lady Elrington hadn’t come in just then, she wouldn’t have known a crime had
been committed.”
“Or maybe it was a trial run,” suggested Mrs. Lundy. “And they were practicing for a bigger burglary later.”
“It must have been an inside job in any case.”
“Now wait a minute!”
Lady Elrington’s voice rang with authority, and the three fell silent.
“Are you suggesting,” said the lady, “that an actual crime was committed at Longborough Manor? And by one of my servants?”
She looked so indignant that Edith almost apologised for supposing such a thing. But Anderson stood his ground.
“I’m afraid this looks more serious than we first thought. Tell me, who had access to the diamonds that morning?”
“Only my maid Sarah. She’s a wonderful girl, you can’t think she had anything to do with it!”
“Has she been in your employ long?”
“Only a year, but still…”
“Right. Let’s go see this necklace and then talk to the girl.”
As they trooped upstairs, Anderson shook his head, puzzled.
“It seems such a clumsy crime,” he told Edith. “What do we know? That the thieves got hold of the necklace, found it was
fake, and kindly returned it? I’d expect more from the theft of the famous Elrington diamonds.”
“Yes,” said Edith. “I’d expect more too…”
An idea was forming in her mind. When Lady Elrington took the necklace out of its case, Edith turned to the detective.
“I think you should take these diamonds to the station and have them analysed.”
He gave her a sharp look, then nodded. It was a wonderful feeling, knowing that he trusted her judgment.
And a tense half-hour of waiting later, she got a call on Lady Elrington’s telephone.
“Edith!” The detective’s voice came breathlessly down the line. “The Elrington diamonds — they’re real!”
“I knew it!” Edith exclaimed.
“But how? Was Lady Elrington lying?”
“Oh, no. They were fake before yesterday. I think Sarah came to Longborough Manor in pursuit of the Elrington diamonds.
Only when she found out they were paste, she got a different idea.”
“Horston Hall?”
“Exactly. I’d wager she has an accomplice there. What better way to hide stolen diamonds than to put them in a replica of
the Elrington necklace? Then they could wait until the search blew over. When the Elrington necklace finally disappeared,
Lady Elrington wouldn’t even go to the police. You saw how reluctant she was.”
“What an ingenious plan,” said Anderson. “It’s a good thing she got interrupted while switching the necklaces, or we’d never have been the wiser. I just wonder,” he added, “why it took the necklace so long to reappear.”
“Sarah got roped into the search,” said Edith confidently. “I know these grand ladies. They can’t do a thing without their
maid.”
“You’re a marvel,” said Anderson warmly. “Now wait right there, I’ll be by with a constable to talk to this Sarah. And then…”
There was a nervous pause.
“Would you do me the honour of a dance?”
Edith glanced up at Mrs. Lundy, who had been hanging onto every word. Now she was goggling her eyes and nodding so
vigorously that Edith burst out laughing.
“I’d be delighted, Detective.”
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Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA)
Newsletter 28, December
“May and October, the best-smelling months? I’ll make a case for December: evergreen, frost, wood smoke, cinnamon.” Lisa Kleypas
Image—source from cutcaster.com

the Romans, the 17th DecemFanorberancient
marked the start of Saturnalia,
Roman 6-day pagan fes-

The Association welcomes new members. If you have a plot
on Hanborough’s Cemetery Allotments and you would like to
join the Association just email us: hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.com. The benefits of joining the Association
can be found on the allotment notice board.
If you would like to rent an allotment contact: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com or ring on 01993 773532, Mobile
0776 7020 290.

tival honouring the agricultural god
Saturnus
(Saturn),
the
god
of sowing or seed. It was Rome’s
most important holiday, and though
no longer celebrated, Saturnalia undoubtedly influenced many of
the traditions we now associate with
Christmas, such as gift-giving, feasting and merrymaking. In the later
Roman era, December continued to
be an important month, as it not only
maintained the tradition of SaturnaRelief from the Temple of
lia, it also marked, on the 23rd Decem- Saturn, Villa Torlonia, Rome
ber, Dies Natalis Solis Invicti, the
"Birthday of the Unconquerable Sun", a celebration of the
renewal of light and the coming of the New Year.
For allotmenteers, for most of wintery December, the turn of
the year and the promise of lengthening days and an
“Unconquerable Sun” is still a little way off. December is a
month for picking rather than planting, as there really isn’t
much you can plant out when the days are short and often
cold and wet. Garlic can be planted if you haven’t gotten
around to it yet, as Garlic benefits from a period of cold. Exposure to a cold spell prompts growth once temperatures
begin to rise. There is one thing, however, that Garlic abhors,
and that’s sitting in water. So, if your soil is heavy and holds
water, you can try digging a hole and putting about an inch of
sand into the base and plant the clove on top, filling above
with fine compost. That should ensure good drainage and
prevent rotting.
Whatever the weather, December is the perfect time to give
tools a bit of TLC by cleaning, oiling and repairing any that
are looking a bit worse for wear. A bit of timely maintenance
now will give hard-worked tools a longer life and better performance. This is also a good time to check fences and other
structures for damage and for giving the shed a lick of preservative, as this will protect the wood and keep it sound during the year ahead.
It’s also the perfect time to plan for the seasons of the growing year ahead. There is a tendency for many allotmenteers
to focus on summer and autumn crops. The seasoned allotmenteer however, knows that investment in growing a range
of winter crops is really worthwhile and a very welcome addition to the winter kitchen. Even if you decide to focus on a
couple of things it is still worth the effort. Whilst some of the
kales may not be everyone’s favourite there are lots of other
choices… Celeriac, carrots, red and white cabbages, Brussels sprouts and tops, Jerusalem artichokes, winter spinach,
kohlrabi, cauliflowers, turnips, Swiss chard, celery, leeks,
radish, land cress, corn salad and rocket. After a good hard
frost parsnips taste sweeter and freshly pulled, the flavour far
outstrips shop-bought ones. It is also possible to grow oriental salad greens and winter lettuce under cover protected
from the worst of the weather.
Christmas this year is still very uncertain. We all hope that
we will be able to join with family and friends, but whatever
circumstances we find ourselves in, stay safe and have a
peaceful New Year.
With all good wishes from Hanborough Allotment Association

Are you busy with a booming business but the
last thing you want to do when you come
home is that
DREADED PAPER WORK!
I can provide help from preparing & checking
invoices, VAT, admin and any general assistance!
I normally work within the Events & Hospitality
sector as a Sales Trainer but due to COVID19, I am unable to operate!
I’m currently providing some admin support for
the construction industry (which is busy)!! If I
can help you, please do get in touch
I look forward to hearing from you
victoriacalcutt@vcaconsultinguk.com
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup est. 1984) provides a
high standard of pre-school education for children aged between 2 and 5 years old. We help children
to develop and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting which was opened in April 2019. Our
pre-school enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transition for your child into the
Foundation Stage of primary school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our
Forest Rangers sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is
committed to safeguarding, and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the children.
Sessions run Monday to Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy)
Full day: 8:30am-3:15pm £30
Lunch Club: 11:30am-12:15pm £4
AM session: 8:30am-11:30am £17
PM session: 12:15pm-3:15pm £17
Due to increased running costs, we have reviewed and increased our fees. As of January 2021 a full day session will be
charged at £35 and a half day (either AM or PM) will be £20. Lunch club will remain at the same price of £4.
We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds.

What Have We Been Up To?
Outdoor Adventures: In November the children enjoyed a lot of time out and about at
Forest School, looking at natural shapes and
patterns in the environment and of course
having a great time jumping in muddy puddles! We have been collecting natural materials in the woods to build beautiful collages.
We also celebrated National Science Week
where the children investigated with different
experiments. Their favourite was watching
the colour escaping from Skittles in water,
creating rainbows.
We Will Remember Them: The children also
marked Remembrance (Armistice) Day by
making poppies to cover the Pre-School windows and poppy
badges to wear. They watched a short and child-friendly BBC
video to help them learn and understand the importance of
remembering the sacrifices made by others.

Upcoming Events and Activities
In the coming month, the children are looking forward to the
exciting Christmas activities we have planned. We will be having a special Christmas party for the children with fun games
and party food. We are also having a festive Christmas Forest
School session where we will be going on an exciting Santa
Hunt!
We wish all our children, families, and the Community a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:
Waiting List for September 2021
All of our sessions from September 2020 are now full. Places are available from September 2021. To join our waiting list,
please contact our manager Kelly ASAP by emailing hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com. We are now offering prearranged, socially distanced visits to the setting ‘after hours’. You can also take a virtual tour on our Facebook Page or
website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also view our prospectus and to find out more about
what we do.
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news, information and events.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in touch.
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to
make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful. You
can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe
link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526.
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way,
Vanbrugh Meadows,
Long Hanborough,
OX29 8FL
Phone number: 01865 689015
Website: www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
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Kids’ Corner
Popcorn
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Popcorn has been eaten around the world for thousands of
years. The oldest ear of popcorn maize was found in New
Mexico and is thought to be about 4,000 years old! In 16th
century Aztec Popcorn Dance ceremonies, girls wore garlands of popcorn on their heads while they danced! The
Aztecs used popcorn as decoration for ceremonial headdresses, necklaces and even ornaments for statues of their
gods. Some early Native Americans stories say that inside
each kernel of unpopped popcorn lives a spirit, and when
the kernel is heated, the spirit becomes angry, bursts out of
its home and storms off as a wisp of steam. This is nearly
true! Inside each kernel is not a spirit, but a tiny drop of water. When the kernels are heated, the water starts to expand, then turns to steam. The steam bursts out and
changes the hard starch in each kernel into the delicious
treat we know as popcorn!
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AZTEC
CEREMONIAL
DANCE
EXPAND
KERNEL
MAIZE
ORNAMENTS
POPCORN
POPPED
SPIRIT
STARCH
STEAM
UNPOPPED

Instructions:
1. Ask an adult to help you make popcorn on the hob.
2. Make sure the inside of your saucepan is completely dry
or the oil will spit.
3. Heat the oil on medium-high heat.
4. Add 3-4 kernels to the pan. When they pop, add the rest
of the kernels in an even layer.
5. Cover the pot, remove from the heat and count 30 seconds.
6. Return the pan to the heat. When the kernels begin to
pop, gently shake the pan on the burner.
7. When the popping slows, remove the pan from the heat,
remove the lid and pour the popcorn into a large bowl.
8. Melt butter in the hot saucepan, then drizzle it over the
popcorn and salt to taste.

Activity
Make Your Own Popcorn:
Medium Saucepan  3 Tablespoons Extra Virgin Olive Oil
 40g Popcorn Kernels  Butter  Salt

Information from: Popcorn.org. https://www.popcorn.org/. Accessed 18 September 2020.
Bauer, Elise. “Perfect Popcorn.” Simply Recipes, https://www.simplyrecipes.com/recipes/
perfect_popcorn/. Accessed 18 September 2020.
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Methodist Church
Services
December & January
Due to the current pandemic situation it is uncertain as to whether The Methodist Church Services will be held in the
Church or virtually on zoom.
December
6th 10:00am
13th 10:00am
20th 10:00am
25th 10:00am
27th 10:00am

Rev Fred Ireland
Mr Eddie Fowler
Mr David Sarbutts
Rev Fred Ireland
No Service
January

3rd 10:00am
Rev Charles Harris
10th 10:00am
Rev Fred Ireland
17th10:00am
Mr Martin Hannant
24th 10:00am
Rev Stephen Bywater
31st 10:00am
Mr Andrew Maisey
The Location of these services will be decided nearer the time, dependant on government restrictions. Details of these
services will be posted on the church door and on notice beards around the village.
If you feel you need to speak to a Minister please contact either:
Minister: Rev. Fred Ireland (01993) 867301
Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 Mobile:07365325522

The Hanborough Churches
Christmas
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall
be called Wonderful. Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.
Isaiah Ch 9 v 6
New Year
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future
with hope.
Jeremiah Ch 29 v 11
The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the community and will be praying for a part of
the village each month. In December the focus of prayer will be on Freeland and in January, Main and Witney Road.
May we wish you a Happy and Peaceful Christmas
and Hope for the year to come.
God bless you all
working this time for Her Majesties Stationery Office. I became assistant training officer and administered the practiear Friends,
calities of setting up courses relating to reprographics and
I have been challenged to explain why in such a secular
microfilm.
world I believe in the existence of God. This is PART SIX of
One day I had a very strange experience. I was at work
my story. It is about anticipation & new beginnings, so persitting at a desk in a busy room. Suddenly I felt like I was
haps appropriate as we near the end of 2020.
inside a bubble…like an upturned fishbowl, and it was comOne of the significant times in my journey was when I knew
pletely and totally silent. I could literally hear nothing, but it
that I should be involved in full-time Christian ministry as a
felt totally peaceful. Then into the silence came words…
job. I had been thinking about it for a long time but had no
“The time has come.” It was in my mind, yes, but was adreal direction about it. I left school suddenly at my stepfadressed to me as an instruction. Just as suddenly as the
ther’s insistence, part way through sixth form. It was imsilence occurred, so the noise of the room returned… inmensely frustrating. I commenced work in the civil service
side I was filled with a deep excitement and expectation.
working at the Dept of Health & Social Security. One saving
But had no idea what to do next.
grace was that I could continue my A-level courses through
The following day I was out walking past St Andrew’s
the Civil Service day release scheme. My stepfather insisted
Church and happened to see Olive coming out. I have
very strongly that I get a better paid job so that I could help
mentioned my old Sunday School teacher in previous epiwith family finances. For a brief period, I started working for
sodes! We had a brief conversation, she asked if I had
a Spanish bank in London. I did not enjoy it at all, so despite
heard of The Church Army. She told me it worked within
my father’ protestations, I returned to the Civil Service but

D
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the Anglican church & was involved in mission & evangelism. She explained when the church was first built there
was a Church Army Officer on the staff. I had never heard
of it before. She then proceeded to say, “Perhaps you could
join.” I did not like the sound of it. The name Army put me
off as did her telling me they wore uniforms and were called
“Captain” & “Sister.” I was confused as I had not mentioned
my experiences in the office the day before to anyone.
The next day I was in London. Near St Paul’s Cathedral. I
entered a Christian bookshop and saw a magazine called
“Crusade” (not a PC title nowadays!). On the train journey
home an advert leapt at me off the page—“Church Army
calls enthusiastic young men & women.” I almost wanted to
hurl the magazine out of the window. I was not interested.
The next day—the third in a row! I saw a guy from church
called Sam. He wanted to talk. Sadly, he had been driving
his car some months earlier and through a momentary
lapse of concentration had caused a major car crash. His
one and only daughter had been killed while she sat next to
him. His grief was understandably intense. Sam suddenly
said, “I was visited by a Church Army Sister when I was in
hospital… Have you ever thought of joining Church Army?”
I was so shocked I just shook my head no. I realised that I
could not resist any further and rang the number for Church
Army in the magazine I had bought in London. A process of
interviews & a Selection Conference soon commenced.
Simultaneously to all this I had decided to read the Bible
from cover to cover. I had helped a few friends to accept
Christ and had spoken at various youth events, but I felt I
needed to read all the Bible to understand people’s questions about it and be discerning about what it actually says.
The night before I got the acceptance letter, my reading
from 1 Chronicles 28, verses 9-10 stood out to me like a
message from on High: “The Lord has chosen you to build
a house for the sanctuary; be strong and do it.” The next
morning’s post confirmed the call to join Church Army.
There was also in me a thought saying it will not always be
Church Army… I was not going to understand that thought
until many years later.
I moved into residential training in Blackheath London on
5th January 1974. After three years of amazing training and
practical experience, I was Admitted to the Office of Evangelist of the Anglican Church by the then Archbishop of
Canterbury the Most Rev. Donald Coggan at Southwark
Cathedral on 14th December 1976.
My Church Army experiences took me into many situations,
and I witnessed God do many amazing things in people’s
lives. The work has included itinerant evangelism around
the country conducting numerous parish missions, training
events, prison visiting, hospital chaplaincy, numerous
beach missions & young people’s events, drama, teaching
in school, parish ministry, tutor & lecturer at Church Army
College, diocesan evangelist in Cork, co-ordinator for
Church Army work in Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland,
and Scotland. Pastoral work of all kinds. The list could be
pages! But the most significant is to see the power of God
transform lives. That proves to me God is at work. One
more Episode to go, EPISODE SEVEN next time: How sorrow and loss led to unexpected places, including the Methodist Ministry. Could be twice as many episodes, but hopefully by now you are beginning to know why I believe in God
in a secular society. Jesus is the light of the world.
Hope Christmas & New Year go well for you. Hard times
but hope remains strong.
Every blessing,

Children’s Activity
Nativity Rocks
In the run-up to Christmas,
look out for nativity rocks
hidden around the village. If
you find one, re-hide it or
keep it! Have fun!
Happy Christmas from
everyone at
The Methodist Church

Christmas Quiz
1. Which king was crowned on the 25 December 1066?
2. How many wise men/kings/magi does the Bible say
visited the newly born Jesus?
3. From which country did turkeys originate?
4. Which country donates the Christmas tree that is put
in Trafalgar Square?
5. When singing The 12 days of Christmas how many
gifts are given in total?
6. From which country do we get the carol Silent Night?
7. In which century was Christmas first celebrated?
8. Which fruit is traditionally used to make a
Christingle?
9. As well as icing, what ‘M’ is traditionally used to decorate a Christmas cake?
10. In literature, which fictional character said it is always winter, but never Christmas?
11. Pigs in Blankets are chipolata sausages wrapped in
what?
12. Which of Santa's reindeer shares its name with the
mythical god of love?
13. At which of her homes does the queen traditionally
spend Christmas?
14. What Christmas item takes its name from the old
French word estincelle, meaning spark?
15. In 1847 what did Tom Smith, a London confectioner
invent?
16. If you were born on Christmas Day, what's your star
sign?
17. The poinsettia plant originates from which country?
18. What was the name of the boy in the TV film 'The
Snowman'?
19. What present did Harry Potter receive from Hagrid
in his first Christmas at Hogwarts?
20. While shepherds watched their sheep who or what
came down?
The answers will be in the February Hanborough
Herald or email jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

Rev. Charles Harris
(01993) 358707 Mobile:0736532552
Associate Methodist Minister: Long Hanborough & Sutton.
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In the Kitchen
Carol’s Cheese and Bacon Shorties

Cook’s Chatter
These are absolutely delicious. I always make double the quantity and they do freeze well.

Method
1. Chop bacon into small pieces and fry until crisp
2. Sift flour, mustard, paprika and seasoning into a basin and rub in the butter
3. Mix in the cheese and bacon and work together to form a soft dough
4. Press the mixture into an oblong tin, measuring 28x18cm (11x7in)
5. Bake at 180°C or gas mark 4 for about 35 min. or until golden
6. Allow to cool slightly, then cut into fingers and ease out of tin. Makes about 20.
7. ENJOY!
Do you have a recipe that you would like to
share with Hanborough? If so, please send
your recipe to:
hanboroughherald@gmail.com to be
included in an upcoming edition of the
Herald!

Ingredients
• 125g streaky bacon,

rind removed
• 175g plain flour
• 125g butter
• 125g Cheddar
cheese, grated
•Half a level teaspoon
of dry mustard
•Salt and pepper

COMPUTER HELP
Broadband and Wireless. Installation and Training.
Problem solving. Jargon-free advice. Upgrades.
Digital Photos. Virus Protection and Removal.

Call or email me, Len Kehoe
- Computer Science graduate
with over 30 years experience
– based in Woodstock

rj_pimm@hotmail.com

phone: 01993 810125
mobile: 07944 877437
email:
web:

thepcbuddy@gmail.com
www.thepcbuddy.co.uk

December Report
It’s been something of a warm and stormy November with leaves
scattered and some tree limbs down, but with some brilliantly sunny
days that gave us all a chance to get out and cut the grass that last
time and plant out winter bedding plants.
The Club had its second Covid-19 talk at the Recreational Hall, this
time given by Steve Parkes on the history of ‘The Cotswold Lion’.
Steve has a flock of this rare breed and the talk was well illustrated
with photographs of his prize animals. He told us about the long history of the breed, introduced by the Romans, and
how the resulting wool industry gave rise to many wealthy Cotswold towns with their ‘wool churches’ and how important the exportation of wool was to the medieval economy.
The Club hope to continue holding talks in the Recreational Hall. The December AGM and Quiz is next on the list, this
of course will depend on the Covid-19 lockdown restrictions being relaxed, so we will update members as events develop. https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#newsSection
The weather has not been so kind as in the first lockdown, but for those hardy gardeners, there is still work to do collecting leaves, turning compost heaps and weeding paths and beds. It’s not too late to take hardwood cuttings from
soft fruit bushes, including gooseberries and black/red/white currants. It’s a good time to remove leaves from hellebores which will improve the display of flowers in the spring.
We hope you are still getting out into your gardens, if not actually doing anything, just reflecting on work done over the
year will be rewarding. As always, if you need any help or advice please do use the ‘contact’ button on the HGC website. https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org
The Committee wish you many compliments of the season and wish you very well in all your gardening exploits for
2021.
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vate-UK and managed by the County Council. There are
many partners, suppliers and contractors involved, and
the successful completion of this project on time and on
budget depends on all working efficiently and collaboratively together. So let’s keep our fingers crossed! The installation of EVCP on the streets is the responsibility of
the County Council’s Highways Authority that owns them.
Likewise, supermarkets and other businesses are responsible for any installations in their car parks.
The provision of EVCP and dedicated parking bays is intended to short-circuit the loop, so I hope we will not be
jolted by the shocking but possible scenario of allocated
parking bays left vacant due to a lack of electric cars
while spaces for Internal Combustion Engines cars are
short. Sorry, puns intended!
This long-awaited step is an important element in the
Council’s plan to reduce carbon emissions and improve
air quality in line with measures for Climate Change mitigation across the District. I say ‘long-awaited’ because
almost four years ago a councillor colleague, who happens to be a petrol-head racing driver, had the bright idea
of making the market towns in our District attractive destinations for electric car motorists and technology providers. WODC on its own was not big enough as a client to
be of interest to the few main suppliers. And we have
learned that there are gains from economies of scale as a
result of joining forces with other councils and being part
of a big funding and procurement
scheme.
If you have any questions or comments
about the above, please do not hesitate
to get in touch with me. You will find my
contact details on Page 3.

Electric Vehicle Charging Points
news for motorists in West Oxfordshire who curGoneood
rently drive an electric car or are considering buying
but do not have their own parking and charging facilities at home. The District Council (WODC) plans to
install Electric Vehicle Charging Points (EVCP) in six of
the car parks it owns. This is the first tranche and there
will be a second one later.
The six Council-owned car parks selected for EVCP as
part of Tranche One are: Carterton, Chipping Norton,
Eynsham, Witney, and Woodstock. The Woodgreen
Council Offices car park will have five EVCP with each
capable of charging two cars simultaneously and so
there will be ten parking bays allocated for this purpose.
The rest of the car parks will have six EVCP and twelve
parking bays each.
For the anoraks amongst you, the EVCP being installed
are robust and innovative. They are 22kW 3-phase with
a built-in balancing system allowing them to charge at a
variable rate depending on the customer’s needs (i.e.
fast top-up daytime charging or slower overnight charging). The EVCP are modular in design, meaning if there
is a fault it is easier and quicker to repair and replace
components. This modular design is superior to the typical EVCP that suffer from significant downtime due to
complicated maintenance and component replacement
procedures.
It is estimated that installation of Tranche One of EVCP
will begin next spring and be completed in the summer.
Details of Tranche Two EVCP are subject to further viability, site assessment and funding availability but must
be completed by March 2022. This project is part of a
County-wide scheme that is fully-funded through Inno-

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Cllr Alaa Al-Yousuf – District Councillor
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How I Love My Computer
How I love my computer, it's like an old friend,
You know, the one you want to like more than you do,
High maintenance, capricious and quick to offend,
As fickle as Wi-Fi and smarter than you.
And yet, my silicon master of thought,
Can't find my printer just inches away,
Shows me ads for things I have already bought,
And can't help freezing on the warmest day.
Update me it says with all the sincerity of Trump,
Nirvana beckons, a world without fault,
I click yes, and like a hapless chump,
Watch the entire system grind to a halt.

Councillors Approve Removal of Recycling Sites to Stop
Anti-Social Behaviour and Fly-Tipping

And what's with the coloured wheel of doom,
Its kaleidoscopic devilry sapping my will to live,
Will it ever grant me permission to resume?
Does it really have to be this combative?

a comprehensive review, West Oxfordshire District
Asitesfter
Council is set to remove all of its community recycling
now that every household has a fortnightly kerbside

recycling service.
A total of 15 'bring' sites will be removed in a structured
programme following a rise in littering and fly-tipping. Residents are urged to make full use of their kerbside blue bin
recycling service, which can handle a wide variety of
items including batteries, cooking oil and electricals as
well as paper, cans, glass and cardboard. Extra items can
be put in a box alongside the blue wheelie bin while excess items can be taken to the Dix Pit household recycling
centre at Stanton Harcourt or one of the other Oxfordshire
recycling centres. Councillors have also agreed to increase the number of items that can be disposed of using
the bulky waste service from three to four with the fee being frozen at £27.68. Traders are urged to use the Council’s commercial waste service. Anyone caught fly-tipping
will be prosecuted and fined. Cllr Norman MacRae, Cabinet Member for the Environment, said,
“Community recycling centres were originally introduced to help residents recycle more effectively but
our waste service is now more than capable of handling the bulk of domestic recycling. Recently these
sites have been abused with people littering and flytipping and are continually having to be cleared up
by our waste crews. I am confident removing these
sites will actually benefit our environment and we
will continue to crack down on fly-tipping and prosecute offenders.”
Sites at Carterton, Burford, Clanfield, Eynsham and Long
Hanborough have already been removed at the request of
parish councils while supermarket operator Asda also
asked for the removal of the Council facility in Carterton.
As a result of removing these facilities there has not been
an increase in fly-tipping. The decision is subject to the
usual call-in period before final confirmation.

I show it pictures of quill pens and threaten it to its face,
I run diagnostics, reboot, restart and reload,
Joy at last! Its let me in, it knows its place,
I just hope it won't freeze as I
From Divalde

Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club
Hello everyone! Well, I am writing this
looking out of my window with the sun
shining. It may be crisp outside, but how
much better we all feel when the sun
shines. I can see the last of the summer
flowers hanging on in there, so I will go
and pick them and enjoy them indoors. Like all other
clubs, we are not able to meet and socialise with our
friends, but we do try and keep all our members in
touch with the committee continuing to meet on Zoom,
sending a newsletter to members each month and we
are planning a couple of Zoom meetings with a demonstration. Our next meeting, with a Christmas theme, will
be on 14th December. If you are interested in this and
not a member please ring me, and we will try to fit you
in. We continue to receive news from the Area and
Headquarters which keeps us on our toes, but nothing
could be better than to see each other in person.
Until next time keep smiling, take care and stay safe.
Please contact me for any information on 01865
376587.
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Christmas Cards
Christmas Cards featuring one of the
stained glass windows from St. Mary's
are now on sale. These cards, produced by Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust are available in packs of 10 for
£3.50, or 3 packs for £10.
If you are interested in purchasing some of these, please
contact
one
of
our
church
wardens
at churchwarden.smv@gmail.com, along with your name,
address and how many packs you would like.

Salt Cross Consultation
lanners at West Oxfordshire District
Presults
Council say they are pleased with the
of a key consultation surrounding the Salt Cross

garden village.
A total of 59 responses were received to the consultation
on the draft Area Action Plan (AAP), the majority of which
agreed that the council should continue to support its approach to combatting climate change.
The AAP will provide the next level of detail in the legislative framework against which the recently submitted outline planning application will be measured.
The next steps will involve the AAP being submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate and a hearing will be set up in due
course.
Cllr Jeff Haine, Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning,
said,
“It was very encouraging to see such a positive response to the consultation [in regards to the councils environmental ideals]. With the help of the AAP,
our vision is to set a standard for sustainable living
which will hopefully act as a blueprint for future developments both in the District and across the
country.”
So far the District Council have made no comment regarding the response to any other aspect of the AAP. Hopefully there will be a more detailed review to follow.

Calling All Hanborough Cyclists ……………………….
The Government has just announced the New Era of Cycling.
For cyclists, that will mean more protected bikes lanes, dedicated cycle routes and greenways linking villages, towns and
cities.
If you are fed up with inconsiderate drivers speeding through
Hanborough, unreliable bike lanes, the absence of cycle
routes, potholes, nowhere to cycle safely with your kids, if
you’re a cyclist or would like to get on a bike but for the dangerous road conditions, then sign up to
Hanborough Bike Forum

We will campaign for safe cycle routes on the A4095 to
Woodstock and Witney, on the dangerous Lower Road to
Eynsham, down the narrow Swan Lane to Combe, or on any
local public routes cyclists use.
Contact hanbikeforum@outlook.com
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If you so wish, there is an opportunity for you to give a donation to ‘Crisis’ (The National Charity
for homeless people) by placing a Cheque, (payable to Long Hanborough Methodist Church) Or
cash, in an envelope and delivering it to Judy Haynes 3, Shepherds Farm, Main Road L/H , any
time during December.
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