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Legacy of War: Remembering a Hanborough Victim of a Flying Bomb
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The Commonwealth War Graves at Christ Church, Long Hanborough. Middle: Winifred Ward’s Headstone.

anborough residents may be aware that in
Hinscribed
addition to the names of the war dead
on the village war memorial, there

are four Commonwealth War Graves in the
graveyard of Christ Church. One from the
First World War (Pte J. Gessey, Ox & Bucks
Light Infantry) and three from the Second
World War (Pte H. H. Lovell, Pioneer Corps;
Flt Sgt A. H. Richards, RAF; Corp E. W.
Long, RAF). Details of each can be found on
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website (www.cwgc.com).
But close by is another, non-military, headstone with a wartime connection. It is rather
neglected and tucked away on the eastern
edge of the churchyard. The inscription
reads:
IN LOVING MEMORY OF WINIFRED
ALICE WARD BELOVED WIFE OF
GEORGE S. G. WARD AND ONLY
DAUGHTER OF MR & MRS TILLEY
KILLED BY ENEMY ACTION JUNE
20TH 1944 AGED 29 YEARS
When I found this I was intrigued and wanted to find out more about Winifred’s story.
The CWGC database includes details of civilian deaths as well as military ones, and
the online record confirms that Winifred was
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Tilley, of
Montpelier, Witney Road, Long Hanborough,
and the wife of George Ward. She lived at
121 Coleman Court, Kimber Road, Southfields, London, where she died on 20th

Coleman Court. Winifred’s flat was on the top floor. (Picture: Google
Streetview)

June.
Coleman Court is a large 1930s apartment
block close to Southfields Underground station, and flat 121 is on the top floor. What
struck Winifred’s flat that day was not a conventional bomb but a V-1 missile, one of Hitler’s terror weapons introduced towards the
end of the war. The V-1s—also known as
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The V-1 missile was 25 feet long, powered by a jet engine and carried an
1,870 lb. explosive warhead. (Image: Imperial War Museum)

flying bombs or doodlebugs—were jetpowered missiles launched towards London
from sites in northern France. People soon
learned to recognise the noise of the approaching engine; when it cut out it meant
only a few seconds until impact, leaving no
time to take cover or get to an air-raid shelter.
The first V-1 had struck London on 13th
June, only a week before Winifred died.
Over the following months, the capital was
subjected to hundreds of attacks from V-1s
and the later V-2 rockets, which were even
more devastating. Altogether, the V-1s and
V-2s killed over 9,000 people in 1944 and
1945. Londoners had little chance to protect
themselves from attacks as there was little
advance warning.
A bomb map of the area (see page 8) shows
that Coleman Court was badly damaged by
the V-1. The top floor of the block must have
been rebuilt after the war as the bricks are a
different colour to the rest of the building.
So we now know a little more about how
Winifred Ward lost her life, one of over
68,000
Continued on page 8...
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October Report
Parish Council Meetings
The pandemic legislation has been changed to allow for online meetings, with the first held in May. All
meetings are notified on the website and noticeboards as usual. Public participation is encouraged as
always, and this can be by questions to the clerk or chair in advance or by requests to speak. The clerk
will share online joining instructions on request.
Become a Parish Councillor
We are sorry to report that Peter Brittin has retired from Council. Peter was a Councillor for many years and long time
chair of the Parish Council. His contribution to the local community was extensive, and his depth of knowledge about
local issues will be sadly missed. We wish him all the best in his retirement, and Councillors recorded thanks for all his
hard work on behalf of the community.

We therefore have a vacancy. Would you like to engage with your fellow residents and work to sustain and improve the
quality of village life in Church Hanborough and Long Hanborough? As a Parish Councillor, people regard you as responsible for things that happen locally. You will make a difference by influencing decisions that affect our village community. Being a Councillor is, of course, a commitment but highly satisfying.
So if you are thinking of becoming a Councillor, I would firstly encourage you to contact your Parish Clerk to find out how
you might get involved.
Playground Steps
Parish Council approved a project to replace wooden steps into the BMX park with a ramp which will traverse the bank
and then route behind the ramps to provide safer and separated access to the area. The ramp is designed with all users
in mind, and we hope works will commence shortly. This access point will be closed during these works.
Footpath Warden
We have appointed a voluntary footpath warden to act as a focal point for footpath matters. Contact details will be published in due course, and we hope to share some common sense guidance on looking after the beautiful countryside we
live in.

We have also had the following plea from a local landowner: “Could we remind all residents to respect the countryside? I
have seen people from the new housing breaking through hedges, walking across ploughed fields and crops. The fields
are someone's livelihood and work place and not open land. As a working environment, it is not unusual for shooting to
take place in these fields. There are footpaths that are open to all; Blenheim has opened some of their land so there are
plenty of places to walk without trespassing.”
Inclusive Swing for the Playground
The idea for an inclusive swing, suitable for use by children with a range of disabilities, was brought to council by a number of residents. Councillors were very supportive of the idea and would like to gather views from residents who would
be interested in discussing ideas and requirements. Please contact the clerk in the first instance.
Dogs, Dogs Dogs!
We love our four-legged friends, but if you own one, please ask them to respect other users in common areas. We still
have dog mess to remove in the areas around the playground (dog mess is very dangerous for children and unpleasant
for the rest of us). No dogs are allowed in the fenced area of either the games area or playground, and definitely not, as
reported, on the picnic tables.
WODC Recycling Information
The Council’s overall aim is to reduce the amount of waste and recycling material. Recycling materials is preferable to
placing them in the grey bin, but the overall strategy is to reduce waste, the significant CO2 associated with collecting it
and the cost to residents and council tax payers in West Oxfordshire.
In 2017 the council issued all residents with their own blue recycling bins as well as recycling boxes for glass, which are
collected from the kerbside bi-weekly. Each household also has a food waste bin, which is collected weekly.
Residents can make requests for larger blue bins, and each one is dealt with on its merit. The guidance on this is that
generally households with five or more residents may require additional recycling capacity. As a result, they can be issued with a larger blue bin with the smaller one removed. Allied to that, WODC will provide a larger grey bin for a household producing clinical waste.
Also, the following recycling bins can be ordered and delivered free of charge on the council website:
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/request-bins-and-recycling-containers/
7 litre food waste bin (internal)
24 litre food waste bin (external)
55 litre recycling box (for glass)
There can be special circumstances when larger blue bins can be issued to households with fewer than five residents.
An example would be to recycle cardboard used to deliver large quantities of medical products, etc. If this is the case,
residents should call the council on 01993 861000.
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In addition, for larger amounts of recycling, residents can use the Oxfordshire County Council facility at Dix Pit Household
Waste and Recycling Centre, Linch Hill, Stanton Harcourt OX29 5BB, which is open 8:00am-5:00pm every day and until
8:00pm on Thursdays.
Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can also
contact us through the website for non urgent enquiries:
www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk.
Reporting highway problems
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway-related problems. Councillors
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths,
etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary. The
registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues.

Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the
decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site:
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/
There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in
your area. You can register at the following location:
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/

Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 13th October 2020 online at 6:30pm.
An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday. Members of
the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or queries by prior written request to
the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday on the day before the meeting, and joining instructions will be provided.
Please note that meeting dates may change.

Hanborough Parish Councillors
Ellen Armitage Tel: 883974
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com

Rich Fuller Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Paul Mowat Tel: 07557471836
email: paul.mowat@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Penelope Marcus Tel: 881312
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com

Jeff Borer Tel: 882286
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Steve Page Tel: 359984
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Niels Chapman (Chair) Tel: 882932
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Kerry Scarlett Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com

Michael Franklin Tel: 883738
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com

Lucy Tritton Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Rod Fraser Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Assisting Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel : 07850 014350
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Officers of the Parish Council
Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and Allotments matters.
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com
Office Hours: 01993 773532, Mobile: 0776 7020 290
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Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk

Hanborough Fireworks Display 2020
CANCELLED

Waste & Recycling
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/
jars.
In GREEN weeks recycling, garden waste and food waste
will be collected.

Unfortunately, due to the current Covid-19
situation, we have taken the decision to cancel
this year’s village firework display.
Coming back with a bang on Friday
5th November 2021!
Yours,
The Hanborough Firework Committee

In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be
collected.

14th & 28th October

Hanborough Herald Contact Details
Editor: Tommy Begley
hanboroughherald@gmail.com
Tel: 07796 795207
Advertising Officer: Val Pankhurst
advertshh@gmail.com
Tel: 01993 882363
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls
Tel: 01993 881466
Management Committee: All of the above plus:
Chairman: Nigel James
Tel: 01933 881711
Treasurer: Michael Greenway
Tel: 01993 357014
Member: Jane Lewis
Tel: 01993 883077

7th & 21st October

Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to
our depot via our new online form:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin.

A Warm Welcome to All New
Residents

Please Note…
•
•
•

•

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or
Church Hanborough and have not yet received a
‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can
give one to you.

Due to the current emergency, some dates may
change; please contact the event organiser to
confirm.
Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough
Herald, but are the views of the contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication are
not endorsed nor specifically recommended by
the Management Committee of the Hanborough
Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please
mention to the supplier that you saw their
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald.

This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and
the pack contains information with contact numbers about
things that go on in the villages and a map to help you find
your way around.

Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

Has a new family arrived near you?

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ?

We would love to welcome them and give them a
‘Welcome Pack’.

If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you,
they are available from the following locations: The Cycle
Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage,
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair
Studio or online at:
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/

If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com
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Eynsham Medical Group Newsletter:
Coronavirus Update. Changes in GP Care: We Are Open and Providing Advice and Care to Patients
Covid-19 (Coronavirus) is a new illness that is spreading across the UK. GP practices are taking actions to protect patients,
staff and the wider community by introducing a new telephone triage system for GP appointments. We aim to meet your
health needs whilst at the same time limiting the footfall through GP surgeries to reduce the risk of spreading the virus, in
line with national guidance.

Choose the Right Service
If you become unwell or are injured, there are a number of NHS services available to provide the best health care for your
needs. Choosing the right NHS service will help get you the best advice quickest and reduces pressure on A&E and GP
services, freeing them up to help those who need it most. The link https://www.oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk/your-health/
choose-the-right-service/choose-the-right-service.htm explains the range of services available, including
www.nhs.uk for self-care and 111.nhs.uk for urgent care (or telephone 111).

Consulting Your GP
To contact your GP for advice or a consultation, please fill in the ‘E-consult’ form on the home page of our website. We
monitor the forms throughout the day. We aim to respond before the end of the next working day or sooner. This is swifter
than phoning, as unfortunately, our phone lines can be quite busy. We ask you not come to the surgery to book an appointment, so as to reduce the risk of spreading the virus. If you do not have access to the internet, then phone 01993 881330
for the Long Hanborough Surgery.
For long term problems, it’s best to consult with your usual GP. You can do this by contacting the practice on the days that
your GP is at work. You can find your GP’s working days on the ‘Teams’ page of our website. For urgent problems, the
duty team is available during working hours. In an emergency, please call 999.
All GP appointments will initially be by telephone. The GPs will do all they can to help you over the phone—however,
should they feel the need to see you face-to-face for an examination, you will be invited to the surgery for review. Please
can all patients attending the practice ensure that, wherever possible, they come alone. Any patient who visits the practice
will be required to wear a face covering to enter the premises. Please bring your own face covering with you, as the practice will not be able to provide these for you.

DO NOT ATTEND THE SURGERY IF YOU HAVE A NEW COUGH OR FEVER
Instead please contact 111.nhs.net or ring 111
Update on the Flu Vaccination Programme
2-3 Year Old Fluenz Vaccinations
We now have availability to book 2-3 year olds in for the Fluenz vaccination. Please call our dedicated flu booking line after
receiving your invite on 01993 880786 between 10:00am-2:15pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday.

Routine Over-65 Flu Vaccinations
We continue to have availability to provide these vaccinations, and we now have a dedicated flu booking line. Please call
01993 880786 between 10:00am-2:15pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday to book your appointment in.

50-65 Flu Vaccinations (Following Government Announcement)
We still do not have provisions to provide flu vaccinations to 50-65 year olds. We do not expect to be able to provide them
any sooner than November or later. Please keep checking our website periodically for updates.
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Hanborough in the Domesday Book

QUALITY FURNITURE FOR SALE

Mahogany Dining room table and
chairs, also Lounge and Bedroom furniture, plus Pine Kitchen table and
chairs. All available at competitive
prices.
Please contact Richard on email —
richardpineo@btinternet.com
to express interest and visit.

The Doomsday book
was a great survey
that was made by
order of the King William the Conqueror in
1086 to assess the
state of the lands he
had won and the sort
of tax he could glean from it. It says Church Hanborough
(Haneberge) was owned by Gilbert de Ghent in 1086. It
had 5 slaves, 20 villans and 6 bordars (apparently a peasant of lower economic status than a villan). It also had a
mill and was previously held by Tonni (so must have been
a Anglo-Saxon person pre-1066 before William won the
throne). It was worth £10.
For comparison, also from Domesday Book (excluding
knights, clergy, etc.) North Leigh had 42 people and was
worth £10. Eynsham 64 people and was worth £20. Witney
56 people and worth in 1086 £25.
Any titbits on pre-1066 on such local villages are very welcome—please email joeybugler@gmail.com

Father Christmas Tour 2020
The Rotary Club of Eynsham is hoping that we will be able
to organise some kind of presence for Father Christmas in
the villages, which we normally include in our Christmas
tour. This may have to take a different form from the usual—for example a static presence at an agreed position
within the village or area. As we are unlikely to know exactly what the Covid related restrictions are until much nearer
the time, plans will be formalised at the last minute and will
be published in Eynsham Online, so please check there for
details. We have already been asked to attend an event at
a primary school, so if anyone has a Christmas event at a
school, village hall, or other appropriate space where they
think it would be useful and beneficial for Father Christmas
to attend, please do get in touch through our general contact email address: info@eynshamrotary.org.uk
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funding to make significant improvements to the
Stagecoach 233 bus service. We have long been
campaigning for a Sunday service and better linking
Hanborough Station at the weekend, so this a major
step forward.”
Trevor Bayliss said,
“The 233 is proving to be a popular service during
the week. The funding for a Sunday service means
we can work towards encouraging more people to
give the bus a try.”
The 233 gives Hanborough residents the opportunity to
shop in Witney, visit its Leisure Centre or travel on through
stunning countryside to Burford with its famous High Street
sweeping downhill towards the River Windrush, its threearched medieval bridge and its impressive wool church.
Both sides of the High Street are flanked by an unbroken
line of ancient houses and shops. In the other direction is
Woodstock.
Currently only 11 passengers are allowed on the 233 minibuses, which have a capacity of 28, because of the Coronavirus outbreak. The company has a well-established and
rigorous cleaning regime and is carrying out extra cleaning
of key touchpoints. The new Sunday service runs hourly
through the day and is being funded by Oxfordshire County
Council through the national Supported Bus Services
Fund—an investment for local authorities to help provide
more bus services in their area. There is a risk that if the
service is not used, it will be withdrawn.
The Monday to Saturday 233 timetable is unchanged running every 30 minutes. A summary Sunday 233 timetable
is set out below:

Hanborough’s New Sunday Bus Service
n Sunday 6th September, Stagecoach started a new
OWoodstock
Sunday service on route 233. The first bus to arrive in
carried Liam Walker the Councillor for the

Hanborough and Minster Lovell Division, who was already
on the bus trying the new service. Trevor Bayliss, the operations manager for Stagecoach’s Witney depot greeted
him. Liam Walker, who is Cabinet Member for Highways
Delivery and Operations, commented,
“I’m really pleased we’ve been able to use this
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Continued from front page…

1st Hanborough
Freeland Scout Group

68,000 British civilians killed by enemy action during the
war. But many questions remain. What about her life up to
that point? What happened to her husband, George? Did
her parents remain in Long Hanborough? Does anyone in
the village remember the family, or Winifred and her husband?

Thank you for your patience as we
navigate the new guidelines for
getting our groups back together.
The group leaders and Executive Committee have been
working hard behind the scenes to make arrangements
for how we can operate moving forward.
All the group leaders from Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and
Explorers have written extensive risk assessments to
meet the stringent requirements from the national Scouts
organization and to follow the most recent government
guidelines. Rest assured that we are doing everything
we can to make things as safe as possible for our members.
We have contacted all parents and carers of our young
people with details of our plans and how we will be operating in the coming months. We are aiming to offer a
combination of Zoom virtual meetings and some face-toface activities in small groups outside.
Next month, I will let you know the kinds of activities that
we have been doing!
We are expecting to need more volunteers to help us
keep going during this challenging time. Please contact
Adam, our Group Scout Leader, by emailing
gsl@hfscouting.org.uk to find out how you can get involved with Beavers, Cubs, Scouts or Explorers.
Keep yourself informed with news from the national
Scouts association by following them on Twitter
@UKScouting or on Facebook @scoutassociation. You
can also visit our website for regular news updates from
us: www.hfscouting.org.uk

Bomb damage map. The circles show where V-1s struck, including the one that hit Coleman Court
on 20 June 1944—middle right. (Courtesy Steve Hunnissett)

If anyone has information about Winifred or her family,
please contact me via the Editor so we can add more detail
to this brief account. In this 75th anniversary year of the
end of the Second World War, it’s important to remember
the stories of all those affected, both military and civilian.
Acknowledgement: I’m grateful to Steve Hunnisett, London
blitz expert and historian, for his assistance in preparing
this article.
Since originally writing this account, I have found further
information online. Records show that Winifred Tilley and
George Ward were married in July 1939 and that year's
census shows them living at 123 Coleman Court. George
(born in Witney, 1913) was a compressor pneumatic tool
operator and Winifred a shorthand typist. The 1950 electoral roll lists George living at Cromwell Mews, Chelsea.
Winifred is buried in Wandsworth Cemetery, so the stone at
Christ Church is a memorial, not a grave marker.

8

TO LET: GARAGE - CAR PARKING , MAIN ROAD
01993 881408

Over 1,000 Visitors to Villa Mosaics in 2020
he North Leigh Roman Villa Volunteers were established
Taccess
last summer to work with English Heritage to improve
to the 3rd century AD mosaics housed at the Villa.

So it is very heartening to report that the third and final
Open Weekend of a Covid-truncated summer season saw
the 1,000th visitor to the mosaics this year.
The weather over the weekend of September 12 & 13 was
beautiful, as it had been for the two previous open weekends in August. Families with children were much in evidence, exploring the Roman remains and picnicking in the
sunshine. Everything was organised in a safe sociallydistanced fashion, with valuable professional input from
English Heritage, indeed one visitor remarked,
“This is one of the most safe and well thought-out set
of procedures I have met since this virus situation
began, so I have every confidence all will go well.
Thank you for your hard work on this.”
There was a first at September's open days, as Mary Luckhurst of English Heritage led volunteers, some fortunate
Friends of North Leigh Roman Villa, and even a few visiting
children, in a thorough cleaning of the mosaics with badgerhair brushes, dabbing with de-ionised water on cotton wool
and an awful lot of kneeling. This was probably the first
“deep clean” of the mosaics in over a decade. Perhaps the
timing is appropriate! These are the finest Roman mosaics
in Oxfordshire still in their original location and were last
regularly open to visitors about 30 years ago. Clearly this
initiative has been appreciated, as visitor donations at these
free events have topped £700 in 2020. Thank you.
The site is entirely free and large enough for safe social
distancing during any visit. It is a pleasant walk from the
village to the villa, so please consider leaving your car at
home. It is free to become a Friend of North Leigh Roman
Villa, and it allows you to keep up with future developments
and events (including cleaning) on the site. To join simply
email NLRVvols@gmail.com. For more details about the
site (including access if you have mobility issues), please
visit
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/
north-leigh-roman-villa/

Woodstock & District U3A
Suspended for the duration of lockdown, the Branch's programme of monthly speaker meetings, normally held at
Woodstock Community Centre, was able to restart online
via Zoom on 1st September with a talk by Branch member
Andy Pedley on 'Magic of the Hive: The Natural History of
the Honeybee,” a talk informed by Andy's own long experience of bee-keeping in London. Further meetings via
Zoom are planned for later months—check our website
www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock. And, virtually further
afield, U3A's Thames Valley Network also has a programme of online talks and events; their September programme including a talk on the History and Practice of
Quizzes and—no surprise—an online quiz.
The ban on meetings has of course also hit the work of
the Branch's score of individual Interest Groups. Some,
however, continue in business determinedly if, sadly, remotely. Among them is the Craft group, whose members
practice a wide range of artistic and utilitarian skills. Commendably, the Group circulates a regular newsletter
among its members. The most recent issue includes notes
from individual Groupies about making a fabric facemask
(topical), or a beanie hat (fashionable, or just timeless?), or
a 'picture of the tree of life by x-stitch' (intriguing), while
readers of the newsletter are invited to 'share a piece of
music and a book... to take to a desert island'. And the
newsletter finishes with a recipe for Honey Biscuits
(scrumptious). www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock
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Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats
By a Country Girl

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, Close bosom-friend
of the maturing sun;
To Autumn, John Keats
ellow fruitfulness is something of a modest description
M
when it comes to this year’s autumn bounty. The hedgerows are bursting with berries and fruit, and this year, some

used today as binding material for straw in the production of lip
work* basketry.
However, not so many people know that it is a member of the
Rose family (Rosaceae). Neither are blackberries one distinct
species. There are over 1,000 micro-species of Blackberry in
the UK alone, from the tiny, delicate wild Dewberry (Rubus caesius) to the larger cultivated (often thornless) varieties, like Loch
Tay. Although localised, it is not uncommon to find as many as
twenty individual varieties of Blackberry within a one mile radius,
each with its own unique flowers, size, shape, scent, fruit and
taste. It pays to ‘shop around’ in the hedgerows if you want the
plumpest and sweetest ones!
Another belief in folklore is that blackberries should not be
picked after St Michaelmas Day, September 29. It is said that
the blackberry was once beautiful (to me it still is), but it was
cursed by Lucifer when he fell into the bush when he was forced
out of Heaven. Every September 30th, with the ripening and
darkening of the berries, he is said to variously ‘wave his club
over them’, ‘spit on them’, ‘curse them’ or ‘put his cloven hoof on
them’. Whatever the truth, the sweetest and juiciest blackberries
are found between mid-August and mid-September.
As a plant, bramble bushes have a distinctive growth form. They
send up long, arching canes covered in needle sharp thorns that
do not flower or set fruit until the second year of growth. They
can easily become a nuisance in gardens,
sending down its strong suckering roots
amongst hedges and shrubs, but in the wild,
bramble is a plant of great importance for its
conservation and wildlife value. The flowers
attract nectar-feeding butterflies, bees
and hoverflies, and the leaves are important
food plants for the larvae of several species
of Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths).
Bramble fruits are aggregate fruits, and
each small round berry is called a drupelet.
Foxes, badgers, mice, shrews, birds and insects all eat the berries and they are of great
AlexandraBlytheArt
importance to wild creatures that are beginning to prepare for the winter ahead. The thick, intertwined and
often impenetrable bushes of bramble are perfect as shelter or
as a nesting site for many creatures, such as blackbirds, thrushes, chaffinches, starlings, robins, pheasants, mice (including
dormice) and other small mammals. Birds will also use brambles
outside the breeding season as roost sites during the winter.
Woodcock particularly will spend the day hunkered down, completely camouflaged, in leaf litter under the bramble, safe from
predation.
Brambles can even protect other plants, although they can
shade out ground flora when they cover large areas. They also
act as nurseries for tree saplings, which can safely spend their
delicate first years of growth safe from browsers, such as deer.
Brambles aren’t immune to browsing. heir tender young shoots
are often eaten by deer before the thorns harden, and if the
deer are at a high density they can severely effect a bramble
population.
Bramble is one of the humble plants of the hedgerow, but is so
important in so many ways to so many species, including us.
May it always survive and thrive.

fields have also produced exceptional stands of mushrooms
and giant puffballs. Though you might not so readily see fields
with mushrooms and giant puffballs, you will see lots of
hedgerows, as we are surrounded by them in Hanborough.
This is not unique to our village; hedgerows are the most
widespread semi-natural habitat in the UK. Altogether, there
are around 450,000 kms (over 279,617 miles) of hedgerows.
Importantly, 190,000 kms (over 118,060 miles) of those are
considered to be rich in biodiversity or are ancient and of historical significance. Some hedgerow systems, for example,
date back to prehistoric times. Documentary evidence in the
form of land deeds and tithe maps shows that many hedges
are at least 1,000 years old. Some are believed to date back
to the Bronze Age, possibly even earlier. It is known that
Bronze Age farmers had to clear woodland to make fields. On
occasion, strips of woodland were left to mark the boundaries.
Planting of new hedgerows started during the Roman Occupation of Britain and continued on and off through to the mid18th century, when the Enclosures Act prompted a surge in
hedge planting. Though we think of it as a recent phenomenon, hedge removal is not a new. Many were lost during the
Napoleonic Wars when a besieged Britain was threatened
with starvation.
Hedgerows are important because 130 wildlife species,
listed as priority species under the government’s Biodiversity
Action Plan (BAP), are associated with, or rely on them for
shelter and food. They are also important in terms of their
environmental contribution. For example, a 50 metre hedge at
the bottom of a one hectare field can store 150-375 cubic metres of water during rainy spells for gradual release downslope during dry periods. A new hedgerow could store 600800kg of CO2 equivalent per year per km for up to 20 years. It
goes without saying that more hedges would be a good thing.
So, what can you expect to find in a hedge? As always, where
there is a rich abundance of shrubs and plants it is impossible
to include them all or the variety of the species associated
with them in a short article like this. It’s also always tempting
to focus on the rarer things, but this overlooks some of the
interesting and lesser known characteristics of common species that are easy to spot. The wild blackberry (Rubus fruticosus) is a good example. Over
time it has gathered multiple
meanings across religious, ethnic and mythological realms. For
example, it was believed that if
blackberry was planted around
graves, it would keep the dead
from rising as ghosts. It has been
also used extensively in traditional medicines, being valued for its
high vitamin C content, healing
and detoxifying properties. Its
*Lip work is a technique where wheat straw is made into coils or
canes can be made into string,
ropes and then bound into shape with strips of bramble.
and split bramble stems are still
arxichtu4ki | Credit: Getty Images
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh,
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor
Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our Priest. All are welcome.
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR Phone: 01865 881613 Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk
Our Church is now OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASS, but only on Saturday night at 5:00pm and Sunday morning at 10:00am.
Everyone has to be masked, and appropriate hygiene and social distancing measures are in place with stewards on duty
to make sure everyone keeps to the regulations. Capacity is limited, so the church only opens 15 minutes before each
Mass, and it is possible that if you come at the last minute there might not be room for you. Father Mark, the Parish
Priest, still says Mass privately every weekday inside the church, and
Father Martin, the retired Priest also says Mass every day in his home in You can also watch Mass from many other ChurchEynsham. This means that you can always contact one or other of them es live or recorded online. There is a great selection
by email or phone to ask for special prayers. Just remember that you of churches to choose from using these platforms:
are being prayed for. On the church website, you can click on •Churchservices.tv is a platform that connects
‘Newsletter’ to see Father Mark’s message each week and his reflection communities and provides churches with a space to
on the Sunday readings and also see Father Martin’s weekly homily/ broadcast—particularly Mass, Adoration and prayer.
•https://www.mcnmedia.tv/ is another platform
sermon on Youtube.
that does the same and includes Corpus Christi,

Headington in Oxford
Our normal Mass times when we are allowed to reopen are:
•Blackfriars, Oxford is a Catholic House of DominiSunday Mass is at 10:00am with a Children’s Liturgy during Mass
can Friars in Oxford, and the advantage of going to
Saturday for Sunday Mass at 5:00pm
site
https://www.youtube.com/user/
Mass also Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays at 9:30am, Wednesdays & this
Godzdogz is that instead of seeing a single priest,
Thursdays at 10:00am
you see the whole religious community taking part,
Bible study after Mass on Wednesdays
and you can either view this live or view it when it
Adoration after Mass on Fridays
suits you, as they are all recorded.
The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries by •The National Catholic Shrine to Our Lady at Walsingham has a full broadcast schedule—including
phone on 01865 881613 or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com

Mass, Rosary, Vespers, Exposition, Mass in Latin
https://

The Retired Priest: Father Martin Flatman is available on 07719 646790 and even some talks. View it at
or email frmartinflatman@gmail.com
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/
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Long Hanborough Community Tree Project
LHCT is delighted to have Hanborough Manor Primary
as well as Long Hanborough Playgroup and Hanborough Meadows Pre-school on board this year. This
autumn, about 260 children will be planting more trees,
hopefully closing "the gap" towards the Pinsley
Woods. If you have not seen it, we encourage you to
have a look at what we are up to.
We would like to thank all who are helping us to
achieve our mission. Also, a big thank you to those
who helped us to water trees during the hot weeks in
summer—GREAT WORK! Furthermore, thank you to
Nick Baimbridge (Blenheim Estate) for donating mulch,
stakes and nut trees and Merlin Brooke-Little
(Nicholsons) for giving us a 30% discount. To help us
to buy trees please donate to:
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
longhanboroughcommunitytreeproject

Hope we all can enjoy the fruits one day.
You can reach us via:
Facebook: LongHanboroughCommunityTreeProject or
Email: hanboroughcommunitytreeproject@gmail.com

Ride and Stride - Saturday 12th September 2020
Thank you everyone who sponsored the St Riders or visited churches. This year has been different because of
COV 19 precautions. Instead of the usual welcome there
was only a sheet to sign! The amount raised for Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust will be announced when all
the money has been received. JOHN FOX

A Job Done Well:
Carpentry, furniture assembly
Doors hung, door locks fitted
Curtain rails and blinds fitted
Gutters cleared; fencing
Painting and decorating

No job
too small

Rob Atkinson
Property maintenance & high quality DIY

Tel: 07876-275300
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com
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and industrialist. In 1926, General Motors of Detroit offered
him £11 million for his business, but he declined to sell (and
so they later bought Vauxhall instead). A rare 1926
Bullnose Morris van, which is owned by a member of the
museum, is also on display at the museum.
The museum reopened on 27 September and will be open
every Wednesday and Sunday 10:30am-4:30pm.
During half term there will be free bus rides at 11:45am and
2:45pm on:
Sunday 25 October
Wednesday 28 October
Thursday 29 October

1925 Bullnose Re-Joins Morris Motors Collection at the
Bus Museum
you’ve ever wondered how it feels to sit behind the
Iyoufsteering
wheel of one of Britain’s most iconic vintage cars,
may get a chance, as The Morris Motors Museum in

Long Hanborough has acquired a model that it plans to
show at local events.
The car has been on loan before, but its acquisition allows
the museum more freedom to show it and allow visitors to
local events to take a ride. Michael Bartlett, a curator of the
museum, which shares premises with the Oxford Bus Museum, said,
“This acquisition fills a gap in our collection, as we do
not have a Bullnose Morris car, which is the iconic
car made by William Morris, who later became Lord
Nuffield. The museum’s volunteers are thrilled that
we have acquired it and are looking forward to showing it off at events.”
The car was first registered on 19 November 1925 and was
built to a high specification. It even has handles for winding
the windows up and down, which were a rarity at the time!
The leather roof is original, as is the paintwork. If there
were more than two passengers, the boot could be opened
to accommodate two small people.
The Bullnose Morris—named after its distinctive roundtopped radiator, at first called the bullet nose—was one of
the most popular cars of the 1920s. Morris claimed that the
Bullnose car was capable of 50mph and 50 miles per gallon! In 1920, 1,932 vehicles were produced, but by 1923
output had risen to 20,042. It still has a devoted following,
and The Bullnose Morris Club, set up in 1952, has over 700
members. Morris made 151,424 Bullnose vehicles between
1920 and 1926. Production had started in 1913 when 404
were made, but the following year the factory was redirected to war production.
Morris began building cars in 1913 in the old Military College, Hollow Way, Cowley. His two great talents were being
mechanically minded and having good business acumen.
His success and final move to the Cowley site were due to
his production methods—assembling components made by
others, including importing cheap supplies from the United
States. The expansion in personal car ownership in Britain
and across the world provided Morris with an expanding
market.
In the 1920s, William Morris began to buy the companies of
his suppliers to directly control his manufacturing costs. By
the mid-1920s he was a leading British car manufacturer

Calling All Hanborough Cyclists ……………………….
The Government has just announced the New Era of Cycling and Walking as part of their strategy for green and
active transport, in which they are investing £5 billion. For
cyclists, that will mean more protected bikes lanes, dedicated cycle routes and greenways linking villages, towns
and cities.
If you are fed up with inconsiderate drivers speeding
through Hanborough, unreliable bike lanes, the absence
of cycle routes, potholes, nowhere to cycle safely with
your kids, if you’re a cyclist or would like to get on a bike
but for the dangerous road conditions, then sign up to
Hanborough Bike Forum
We are campaigning for government funds to establish
safe and favourable conditions for cycling in Hanborough,
conditions that encourage and enable us all to lead active
and healthy lives. Join Hanborough Bike Forum and join
the campaign.
Whatever your age, from young to old, whether you bike
to shops, to school, to the station, or to work, or you’re
into long distance Audax/competitive cycling, please join
the group.
We will campaign for safe cycle routes
on the A4095 to Woodstock and Witney, on the dangerous Lower Road to
Eynsham, down the narrow Swan
Lane to Combe, or on any local public
routes cyclists use.
Contact hanbikeforum@outlook.com
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Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965

Charity No. 304309

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming children from 2 to 5 years of age. Government funding for 15 to 30 hours is available for children aged three years or over
and 15 hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We provide a
safe and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The sessions run from Monday to Thursday during school term time starting with the morning session 8:45am-11:45am,
lunchtime sessions where children can stay and have lunch is 11:45am-12:15pm, and the afternoon session is 12:15pm3:15pm. Fridays Pre-School finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest School sessions on Friday
mornings, where the children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.
Prospective Children: Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we are unable to provide visits to the setting at moment. On our
public Facebook page—Hanborough Pre-School—and our website we have put together a little video of our Pre-school
for you to have a virtual look around.
Term 1: We have enjoyed welcoming back our returning children and meeting all the new starters, who have all settled
in really well. Concentration in the first few weeks has been observing the children at play to see where they are and
helping them all settle in.
Forest School: We will be looking forward to starting going out to Forest School in October, as in September staff were
on a course on those days or there was an inset day .
Allotment: The children have enjoyed going to our allotment with lots to see, do and pick!

Term Dates:
Term 1 – Wednesday 2nd September-Friday 23rd October
Term 2 – Tuesday 3rd November-Friday 18th December
Current Fees: Morning (8:45am-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15pm-3:15pm) are £15 per session. Lunchtime
sessions (Monday to Thursday inc. 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2 per session. For details on what sessions are currently
available, please contact us for more information.
Do contact us on the numbers below if you are thinking of booking a place for your child in the 2020/21 school year, as
we are filling up the sessions, or email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com or download form our
website.
Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news. You can also visit our website for
more information: http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit: Call Lynda Leach (882503)
or the pavilion (883178) session times
Administration
Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated GOOD.
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which we know which are great for such training.
Many of you will also run (or wish to continue running)
through the dark winter months. The group intends to stay
active as the autumn and winter approach, including running in the dark if you want to join night-time runs.

Hanborough
& Freeland Running Group

Information
A social media-group has been created on Strava:
https://www.strava.com/clubs/HanFree-Run
If you’ve not come across Strava before, it’s a website
where runners can register (for free—no need to subscribe to or pay for anything) and post messages about
runs they do or plan to do. (Strava does have other features but you don’t have to use any of them if you don’t
want to.)

& Freeland Running Group is a new enHgrowanborough
deavour, which started just this July. We are hoping to
and develop the group as a community for local run-

ners. If you tend to run by yourself (or in a small group)
but would be interested in finding some local runners to
go for a run with, whether for a social run or to do some
more focused training, then this could be for you.
The running groups are peer-led—essentially like-minded
runners meet up and head off to run together.
Group members have an extensive knowledge of local
roads and footpaths, so there is plenty of opportunity to
experience some new routes, or to share some of your
favourite routes with others. There are also a number of
local runners with extensive experience, so there might
also the opportunity to pick up on some new ideas for
your runs or training.
Presently, we have a weekly evening run each Wednesday, and we are looking at some other options, including
during the daytime which may suit some schedules better.
The groups cover a wide range of abilities and experiences, from those looking to start running or wanting to run
more regularly, through to seasoned club runners and
former competitive runners who have focused race goals
as well as pretty much every other running ability in between.
We hope that over time the number of people involved will
increase to create plenty of opportunities to run with other
local runners of similar interest and ability. Depending on
who attends, we split off into groups based on ability and
go for a run. Runners take it in turns to come up with different routes. Currently, we run for 30-50 minutes, but we
are keen to arrange for other opportunities for anyone
who does not feel that they can presently run at that level,
or, if there is demand, for longer distance runs. The more
runners who come along, the more sub-groups we can
split into.
To comply with current English Athletics and Public Health
England guidelines, we make sure we stay at a good 2m
distance apart and limit our group sizes to a maximum of
6 people per group. This actually works out well, because
then folk can ask each other about their pace and choose
to run together accordingly.
As previously mentioned, the current weeknight social run
takes place on a Wednesday, meeting at the field outside
the Hanborough Pavillion, near the car park, for a 6:30pm
departure. Please come ready to run and look out for runners. By the time you read this, we expect that a daytime
run may also be established. A local runner has kindly
volunteered to help put something together and has had
positive interest already. We expect that this might become a popular alternative for those who have other commitments during the evening, or others who want to make
the most of the children being at school.
We would like to be able to offer more group opportunities, including for a “Couch to 5K” group, or similar. Because the groups are peer-led, any volunteers to help out
with coordinating such a group would be welcomed. We
think that such a group would be very popular.
There is also some interest to create some training groups
for those who race, with a number of local route options

If the running groups sound like something you’d like to be
part of, or if you have any ideas, please get in touch.
HanFree-run@outlook.com
Hope to see you running soon!

Freeland Nurseries
Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road
Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am5.00pm; Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm
Tel:- 01993 881430
Website:
www.freelandnurseries.wordpress.com
Spring bulbs
Winter flowering plants for baskets
and containers
Ornamental trees, fruit trees and
shrubs
Main crop potatoes
Large range of compost, bark, manure
and mulches
Eggs, jams, pickles and local honey
Coal, logs and kindling wood
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Housekeeper Available
Trustworthy, reliable local housekeeper with high standards and
10 years' experience in private
homes now has rare openings in
her schedule.

Despite the Covid-19 Pandemic, We Are Working Hard
with Our Partners, Volunteers and Suppliers to Ensure
That This Year’s Poppy Appeal Will Go Ahead

Will manage all related housekeeping tasks including cleaning,
ironing, cooking, shopping and
house management supervision.
Excellent references available.
Satisfaction guaranteed!

The 2020 Poppy Appeal will be different to other years,
and our plans are still being developed, but we remain
committed to ensuring that the nation can come together
to show its support for our Armed Forces Community and
take part in Remembrance.
Our corporate partner Sainsbury’s and a number of other
of supermarkets, banks and online retailers who can remain open during any lockdown scenarios have pledged
to support us by distributing poppies directly to the public.
Currently there will be no face-to-face activity, such as
tabletop or door-to-door sales, but you can donate online
to the Poppy Appeal and recycle your old poppies.
Though it will appear different, it is still a very worthy
cause which depends on your continued support.

Katie 07511 307868
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class, under the circumstances.
“It’s lovely, great! You get to peek into their [class
participant’s] houses. It’s heart-warming to see everyone’s faces.”
If you are interested in joining a Zoom exercise class,
please get in touch with Generation Games on ggbookings@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or call 01235 849 403. You
can visit the website via www.generationgames.org.uk

Age UK Oxfordshire’s Exercise Classes Innovate and Run
Classes on Zoom, Encouraging Readers to Join In!
re-Covid, Generation Games, Age UK Oxfordshire’s
Pcommunity
physical activity service, were delivering 64 classes in the
across Oxfordshire, with around 1,000 older

people attending sessions every week.
With the advent of Covid-19, everything changed and the
Generation Games service had to go online and began to
deliver exercise sessions by Zoom, the online video platform, instead.
Regaining and maintaining fitness, strength and balance is,
crucial during this time. Deconditioning is a serious consequence of inactivity. It was clear early on that many people
were not getting their recommended daily dose of exercise.
For older people in particular, this can have detrimental effects, such as not being able live life as independently as
they would like. Everyday tasks such as walking up stairs,
or holding a full kettle of water become more difficult. These
are all very real consequences of deconditioning. Maggie,
who joined a Zoom exercise class commented,
“I’m a lot weaker now than before. I’ve been lying on
the sofa during the pandemic and I’ve lost a lot of
strength. You’ve saved me.”
The first class we converted from a face-to-face to a Zoom
class was a Strength & Balance session that was previously held in Jericho community centre. We wrote comprehensive instructions on how to get online with Zoom and were
on hand to help solve issues where possible. There are
now on average 12 people who attend this class every
week. One participant said,
“I feel every week there is back-up there from Age
UK [Oxfordshire]. If I don’t manage something, someone will notice and help me to get back again. That’s
a big security for me.”
Zoom was unfamiliar to many of our participants. One participant, Anthea said,
“Initially it was difficult. I find technology rather beyond me, but with a little help it’s very comfortable
and quick. I don’t know what I’d do without my exercise class.”
Joining a Zoom class is not just about the physical benefits.
It is also an opportunity to see the other familiar class participants’ faces, which is the next best thing to a physical
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West Oxfordshire District Council’s
Covid-19 Recovery Plan
eflecting on how our community ralRduring
lied round the vulnerable among us
the past six months in response

to the Covid-19 pandemic, I feel that we can be extremely
proud. As a community, we have risen to the challenge.
The acts of kindness are legion, but suffice it to say that the
dark days brought out the best in us. So, thank you to each
and every one of you for doing your part.
At West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC), the emergency response in the initial three months of lockdown was
focused on getting emergency assistance to individuals,
families, voluntary groups and businesses of all sizes. All
council staff were redeployed to the front-line and the vast
majority of them were working from home in circumstances
that were far from ideal. For councillors, all non-emergency
work and meetings stopped and most of us were able to
support our local communities.
Since the lockdown began to be eased in early July, the
work of WODC has shifted from Emergency to Restart and
Recover. Streamlined online meetings of committees, cabinet and council have now become the norm. A ninemember Cabinet Advisory Group on Covid-19 Recovery
was formed in July to oversee the preparation of a Plan to
guide the council’s work over the next two to three years.
As a member of that group, I participated in meetings to
discuss the four key areas of the Plan, namely, Climate
Action, Community, Local Economy and the Council's Finances. The Plan is expected to be finalised and adopted
by the end of October, so I hope to report on it in the November issue. The overarching aspiration of the Plan is to
transition to where we would ideally like to be rather than
go back to where we used to be. WODC’s top priority in its
five-year plan that was adopted in February remains Climate Action.
The Covid-19 crisis has highlighted the inequalities and
frailties in our society and globally in terms of disruption to
trade and travel. On the other hand, it has also shown the
economic costs and environmental benefits of doing things
differently. Many things that were once unthinkable are now
realities. How long will that last? And for how long will people tolerate curtailment of their personal liberties in the interest of protecting global public health?
On a personal note, I believe that we must not miss the
opportunity created by this ghastly crisis to re-integrate our
communities and re-structure our economic order, national
and global, to be less vulnerable to this and other pandemics and more careful and inclusive in sharing our planet’s
natural resources. While mainstream thought now accepts
that we cannot go back to the old “business as usual”, it is
yet to coalesce around a new normal that merits broadbased democratic support and that does not make matters
worse in the long run. I think we all need to go back to the
drawing board and make new plans based on first principles and fit for the future!
If you have any questions about the
above, please do not hesitate to get in
touch with me. You will find my contact
details on Page 3.

rj_pimm@hotmail.com

Stay safe,
Cllr Alaa Al-Yousuf – District Councillor
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES

SERVICES IN THE PARISH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH
with CHRIST CHURCH and MANOR SCHOOL, LONG HANBOROUGH
The Churches in the Benefice of Hanborough and Freeland are beginning to open…
St. Peter and St. Paul
Holy Communion
1st and 3rd Sunday of the month at 6:00pm
Please book for this service by emailing:
administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
St. Mary the Virgin Freeland
For Private Prayer on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 9:00am-6:00pm
For up-to-date information, please see church noticeboards, our website or contact administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
for more details.
Alternatively, you can also join services at 10:00am every Sunday morning on the Oxford Diocesan Livestream. You can
also catch up at any time. https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
On the www.hanboroughparish.co.uk website, you will find resources to support home-based prayer, bible readings, and
worship.
Useful Contact Details:
Associate Vicar: Rev. Sue Spankie
Tel: 01993 706469
email:
revsue@gst.org.uk

Curate: Rev. Emma Hopegood Jones
Tel: 01993 881936
email:
curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk

Curate: Rev. Mike Madden
email:
curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk

Friends,
Dthisear
As I write the sun is shining on a lovely Sunday afternoon in September. By the time you read
it will be October, the nights will be drawing in and the days will be cooler. The sun might still be

shining but, not carrying the same degree of warmth. This week we have heard that there has been
a re-introduction of restrictions due to the pandemic and that the number of new cases has risen.
People are now speaking of preparations for Harvest, Remembrance and indeed Christmas and
what these services and events might all look like. Nothing is certain, we are getting use to
change—or are we? Change comes with challenges as we constantly assimilate new information
and accommodate it into our understanding of the world so that we can continue to live. Living life to
the full is a challenge at the best of times! But, learning to live life to the full in these ever-changing
circumstances is interesting! There is something that is certain. As Christians, we believe that Jesus
is with us, loves us and will stand with us, for
Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. This is
what the ancients were commended for. By faith we understand that the universe was formed
at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. [Hebrews
11:1-3]
The world too is under stress, from pollution in its many different forms. Some of this we can see,
however some is less obvious. There is so much that we can enjoy in our world. To enjoy it we must
be good custodians, protecting our environment and wildlife, saving animals from extinction and
considering others by thinking about our own carbon footprint.
There is a lot to think about, to reflect on and act on. My prayer is that God will lay on our hearts
how he would like us to act both in relation to others in our community but also in our world, so that
we might be the custodians that he created us to be.
With Love and Every Blessing,
Revd. Sue Spankie
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dith Langford. Longborough’s new schoolteacher, was still getting used to rural life. So
far her first country walk had taken her through some beautiful fields and near some rather frightening cows. Mrs. Lundy, chatting away by her side, assured her that cows were
harmless, but Edith had her doubts. She could feel them watching her, as she and Mrs.
Lundy climbed a hill and entered the woods bordering the village.
“Oh, those bothersome children!” Mrs. Lundy interrupted a long story about a cousin to
shake her head at the rubbish on the path.
“The village youth?” Edith smiled.
“Always leaving rubbish about and starting nasty-smelling bonfires, I wonder the council
Part One
doesn’t do something about it.”
The collection of food wrappers, branches, and cigarette ends was indeed impressive. There
was even a button and a shiny buckle glinting on the path, and Edith wondered what on earth
Daria Davis
had happened to the poor coat they belonged to.
Mrs. Lundy pointed an accusing finger at the undergrowth.
“It’s really too much! This time they’ve left a pair of wellies!”
Edith peered at the green soles just visible under a pile of leaves. Something about them
gave her an uneasy feeling. She approached slowly and shifted the leaves with her foot.
“Mrs. Lundy,” she said, “I’m afraid the owner of the wellies is still wearing them…”
The speedy descent of Edith and her friend down the hill and towards the constable’s house startled even the placid Longborough cows, but Edith was too preoccupied to worry about them. Her hands were still shaking when she conducted Constable
Horn back to the spot where she’d discovered an undoubtedly dead body.
The constable prodded the leaves with his truncheon, revealing a white face.
“Oh dear,” he muttered. “So he went and done it.”
“Do you know this man?” asked Edith, curiosity overtaking shock.
“That’s Farmer Sutton. Owns the biggest farm in the village. I’d better ring up the detective… ” The constable looked stressed,
and Edith tactfully retreated.
She and Mrs. Lundy retired to the village cafe to fortify themselves with tea and wait to be interviewed.
“Fancy a detective coming here, all the way from Woolston,” said Mrs. Lundy excitedly. “Most of the murders Constable Horn just
deals with.”
Edith nearly choked on her tea. Country life, she thought.
“Must be that new chap,” continued Mrs. Lundy. “Very keen and up on all the latest methods, from what I hear. I suppose he
thinks we can’t cope with things on our own.”
Edith’s mind was still on the dead man.
“Constable Horn said the man was Farmer Sutton,” she said. To her surprise, Mrs. Lundy reacted just like the constable.
“Oh dear,” she sighed, shaking her head. “I can’t believe Joe finally did it.”
“Joe?”
“Joe Birch, his neighbour. They’d been feuding these twenty years, but I never thought he’d make good on his threats.”
“What was the feud about?” asked Edith.
“No one knows for sure. It must have been something small to begin with, but Farmer Sutton just kept stoking the quarrel until
they couldn’t be in the same room without shouting.”
“Oh dear,” murmured Edith. “Was he like this with everyone?”
Mrs. Lundy prided herself on knowing all that went on in the village — gossip, some might call it — and she launched readily into
an account of Sutton’s dealings with the world.
“Oh, he was a bad-tempered soul, he was. Take his son Will, for instance. Such an enterprising lad, always thinking of new ideas
for the farm, modern, you know. And what does his father do but ridicule him in front of all the farm hands. Told him he was no
good, and he might as well put Lily in charge!”
“Lily?”
“His daughter. She hates the farm. Won’t have a thing to do with it. She lives in the village and works at the pub, and you know I
really think one of these days she’ll up and disappear and we’ll hear of her on the music-hall stage.”
Mrs. Lundy nodded sagely. Edith guessed that in the eyes of the village, the music-hall stage represented all the vices of London
at once.
“How did Sutton treat his workers?” she asked, although she was beginning to guess.
“He was quite the slave-driver, I hear. Not to mention Daniel Smith. The poor fellow had the temerity to ask Lily to step out with
him, and Sutton sacked him on the spot and drove him off the farm! A hard man by all accounts.”
“I see.”
“Not to speak ill of the dead, of course,” Mrs. Lundy added primly. Edith suppressed a smile.
“Miss Langford?”
A tall young man in a grey suit was making his way towards them, followed by Constable Horn.
“I’m Detective-Sergeant Anderson,” he said, shaking hands. Edith noticed the amused twinkle in his blue eyes — he’d clearly
caught the end of Mrs. Lundy’s recital. Suddenly she felt indignant in the face of this newcomer. She repeated the story of how
they’d found the body, answering the detective’s questions coldly and succinctly.
She’d hardly finished when Mrs. Lundy burst out with:
“Are you going to arrest Joe Birch?”
The detective frowned.
“Ma’am I’m afraid that’s not—” he began, but Constable Horn cut him off.
“Don’t worry about these two, sir, they’re all right,” he muttered. “No Mrs. Lundy, I can’t say as we could arrest Joe.”
“Why ever not?”
“Because Joe Birch has just about the best alibi a man could have,” said the constable. “He was in the pub at the time, having a
drink — with me.”
Find out exactly what happened to Farmer Sutton in next month’s edition of Hanborough Herald!

Murder in the
Woods
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Anyone wanting more information and to take part in the
consultation should see:
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning-and-building/
planning-policy/salt-cross-garden-village/
The consultation runs until 23 October.

COMPUTER HELP
Broadband and Wireless. Installation and Training.
Problem solving. Jargon-free advice. Upgrades.
Digital Photos. Virus Protection and Removal.

Views Are Being Sought on the Area Action Plan (AAP) for
Salt Cross Garden Village

Call or email me, Len Kehoe
- Computer Science graduate
with over 30 years experience
– based in Woodstock

n eight-week public consultation was launched today
Apublic
and is the culmination of comprehensive work involving
meetings and events along with the compilation of

expert reports showcasing the concept, vision and proposals for the garden village, which has yet to be solidified.
If adopted, the AAP will become statutory. It will be used
alongside the Local Plan and Eynsham Neighbourhood
Plan to determine future proposals at the garden village.
Community representatives, land promoters Grosvenor
Britain & Ireland, West Oxfordshire District Council and
Oxfordshire County Council have held meetings, events,
consultations and activities to listen to ideas from a wide
range of interests.
Work on the AAP began in 2018 with an initial issues consultation, followed by preferred options in 2019. These
stages have included a three day design event, a series of
community forum meetings and a number of study tours.
Once the consultation is complete, the AAP will be submitted for independent examination with a view to it being
adopted early next year if it is accepted.
Alongside the AAP, Grosvenor Britain & Ireland last month
lodged an outline planning application for the Salt Cross
site. The AAP will provide the next level of detail in the legislative framework against which the recently submitted
outline planning application will be measured.
The masterplan sets out provision for 2,200 homes, new
primary and secondary schools, sports facilities, parks, allotments and 57,000 sq metres of employment space, all
built on currently arable farmland and woodland. The new
employment park is designed in particular to attract advanced manufacturing businesses. Cllr Jeff Haine, Cabinet
Member for Strategic Planning, said,
“The AAP is a vital part of the process in seeing the
garden village become a reality. We would like to
hear from as many individuals and groups as possible as we continue to shape our vision for Salt
Cross.”
The site was one of 14 garden villages endorsed by the
Government in 2017 to help meet the UK’s housing need.
Grosvenor Britain and Ireland was appointed in the same
year by local landowners to bring forward a planning application for an inclusive and sustainable scheme.

phone: 01993 810125
mobile: 07944 877437
email:
web:

thepcbuddy@gmail.com
www.thepcbuddy.co.uk

Hanborough Walking Group
We are a very friendly and informal group who meet up on
the third Sunday of the month and walk for approximately 2
hours. Some walks are local and some may be a short car
ride away.
We did two walks in August – one was a beautiful but quite
long walk starting in Combe, down to the Roman Villa,
across to Stonesfield and then along the Oxfordshire Way
to the back of Blenheim and then back to Combe. The other was starting in Church Hanborough and then a circular
walk to Eynsham and back.
We managed one walk in September starting in Eynsham
and walking over to South Leigh and back. This we did in
two groups of six (one group went on a longer walk than
the other). Most walks from now on, if there is demand, we
will try and vary the length to allow different levels of walkers the opportunity to take part. We have walks planned for
October and November, one hopefully along the Cherwell
in Oxford and another to be decided.
We have over 40 people on our email list and most have
managed some of the walks. If you would like to join our
group, catering for all ages, please contact
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or Ellen Armitage
ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk
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Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA)
Newsletter 26, October. October is the treasurer of the year and all the months pay bounty to her store…
Image—source from cutcaster.com

the point of writing, we are on the
Aso tthreshold
of a very warm Indian summer,
just when we thought that the watering

yard manure. As an alternative, you could
sow some green manure that can be dug
into the ground in the spring. Our ground is
really hungry, so any enrichment will pay
dividends.
It’s not too late to sow some crops to over
winter. Early to the middle of the month is
better if you have time, as the milder weather will give sowings a good head start.
Overwintering varieties of Broad Bean, such
as 'Aquadulce Claudia' or Wizard Field
Bean and Peas, such as 'Douce Provence'
or 'Meteor' are both sturdy and hardy. As we
are on a windy site, wind break protection
will be needed if they are not to be flattened
as they grow. Plant out Spring Cabbages,
cover to protect them from pigeons—they can and will
shred them. Finish planting Autumn Onion sets for a crop
in early to mid-summer next year. This is also the time to
plant Garlic cloves. You can make a last sowing of Swiss
chard. If the weather is really on the turn, your drills might
benefit from some protection, such as fleece or a cloche.
If you give them protection from the elements, it is also
possible to get crops of Winter Lettuce such as Valdor or
Arctic King, both incredibly hardy butterhead lettuces with
large, creamy, light-green leaves. All Year Round, Winter
Marvel and Grenoble Red are also good choices.
If you are growing Brussels sprouts and
haven’t done this already, stake them with a
study cane or a cane and a wrap of chicken
wire, as they can blow over in heavy winds
when laden with crops. It also helps to keep
off the pesky pigeon.
The Association welcomes new members. If
you have a plot on Hanborough’s Cemetery
Allotments and you would like to join the Association just
email us: hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.com. The
benefits of joining the Association can be found on the
allotment notice board. If you would like to rent an allotment, contact: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com or
01993 773532, Mobile 0776 7020 290.

can could quietly gather dust in a corner, it
will need to be pressed into service again
for autumn sown crops. An Indian summer
though is a ‘swan song’ to summer and
colder days are on the horizon. Old country
lore would have us believe that the extraordinary abundance of berries in the hedgerows and fruit in the orchards this year,
forecasts a hard winter ahead. It may indeed have it cold spells—who can forget
the Beast from the East that flew in with
such ferocity? But, that was more of a blip
than a pattern. Our winters over recent
years have been warmer and wetter, and that does seem
to be the more consistent trend.
Weather is always a preoccupation for allotmenteers. The
year so far has presented more than a few challenges:
extreme heat, sudden spells of cold and certainly not
enough rain when it was most needed. In the earlier part
of the season it seemed that some plants, notably Runner
Beans, would never get going, but as the summer season
draws to a close, it’s turned out to be a better growing
year than expected, and good yields are being harvested.
That said, allotmenteering, despite all our best efforts, is
one of successes and losses. Although getting Runner
Beans to clamber up the bean poles caused much frustration to some, it was but a trifle
compared with the sudden loss
of all our outdoor tomatoes. On
the allotments, anyone growing
outdoor tomatoes this year
(tomatoes grown in the greenhouse are much less susceptible) lost their entire crop to tomato blight. Tomato blight
(Phytophthora
infestans),
properly called late blight disease, can kill a plant within a So close, yet so far. All gone, every single
week. It certainly tore through one of ‘em.
our allotments without mercy in a few days. It’s the same
fungus that causes potato blight, so if blight appears on
potatoes; it’s extremely likely it will later appear on tomatoes.
The source plant is almost impossible to pin down, as
blight is spread by airborne spores that can be carried for
over 30 miles on the wind. Many of us were ‘spitting tacks’
when it hit, as it had been a great year for outdoor tomatoes, with the promise of bumper crops. But, as we all
consoled ourselves, such events are just part of the inevitable ups and downs of allotmenting.
Certainly there is no time to be moping over lost tomatoes, as October is busy month on the allotment. There
are harvests to gather in for immediate eating or storing.
As you clear areas, this is a good time to dig in some concentrated fibrous compost, such as 6x or well-rotted farm-

24

October Report
We hope you’ve all had a chance to sit and enjoy the midSeptember weather and the fruits of your gardening efforts. Gardeners are busy harvesting crops and coming up with ingenious
solutions for fighting off pests, especially cabbage white butterflies
who have been busy eating kale, pak choy, chard, etc. (see Grow
for Hanborough Facebook page). Late flowering plants, Michaelmas daisies, Japanese anemones and grasses are still looking good, as are spent flowers heads of eryngiums and
alliums. Please do send photographs of your autumn gardens to the club website—we can all do with some inspiration
as the days get shorter. (Clocks go back on 25th October.)
The Club had a successful meeting-cum-picnic at the North Leigh Roman Villa guided by Rob Hancock and Lucy Tritton. Many of us didn’t realise how big the site was and how important it was to the local community. The villa was at its
peak in the early fourth century when the site included four bath suites, eleven heated rooms and sixteen mosaic
floors. English Heritage have re-opened the site, but please check the website for entry times to the Mosaic House.
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/north-leigh-roman-villa/
Committee members have gone a long way with the Recreation Hall key-holders to organise meetings for the rest of
the year. The Covid-19 restrictions instigated in September, restricting meetings to six people have made this more
complicated, so we are still investigating possibilities. We are keen for members to have some kind of meetings however they are supplied.
The Grow for Hanborough online photographic competition is now up and running. It aims to show off people’s gardening efforts during the summer. The competition categories have been posted on the Grow for Hanborough Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/groups/2590086271237013/. The competition will be judged in October.
We’re sure you are busy with autumnal tasks and gathering seeds from garden favourites to sow next year. As before,
if you need any help or advice, please do use the ‘Contact’ button on the HGC website. In the meantime, we wish you
very well, and every success in all your gardening enterprises.

25

Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup, est. 1984) provides a
high standard of pre-school education for children aged between 2 and 5 years old. We help children
to develop and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting, which was opened in April 2019. Our
pre-school enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transition for your child into the
Foundation Stage of primary school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our
Forest Rangers sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is
committed to safeguarding, and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the children.
Sessions run Monday to Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy)
Full day: 8:30am-3:15pm £30
Lunch Club: 11:30am-12:15pm £4
AM session: 8:30am-11:30pm £17
PM session: 12:15pm-3:15pm £17
We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds.

What Have We Been Up To?
Welcome: What a lovely start to the new term! We have welcomed some children who
are new to the setting; they have settled in so well and we are very happy that they have
joined the Hanborough Meadows family. It is also wonderful to see children returning to
Pre-School who had been away due to lockdown.
Autumn Is Coming: As our topic this term is ‘Into The Woods,’ the children have been
out and about looking for signs of Autumn and the change of seasons, collecting conkers
and acorns and spotting hawthorn and rosehip berries. They have been printing using
crab apples to make some exciting pictures and creating images of the Gruffalo using
playdough as well as natural materials such as seeds and logs. They have also constructed obstacle courses in our outdoor space and experimented with water play searching for
sea creatures.
Great Conker Hunt: We will be holding our annual ‘Great Conker Hunt’ in the coming
weeks as a fundraising event for Pre-School—and also a really fun activity for families.
They will be collecting sponsors, and prizes will be awarded for the biggest conker and the
most collected.

Upcoming Events
Annual General Meeting: We
will be holding our virtual AGM
on 20th October 2020, to be
held online. We would welcome any parents or interested
parties to join us to review the
last year at Hanborough Meadows Pre-School, discuss the
exciting plans for the coming
year, and help to appoint this
year’s committee. Please contact Liz at hanboroughmeadowssecretary@gmail.com
if
you would like to join us.

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:
Waiting List for September 2020

All of our sessions from September 2020 are now full, and places are available from September 2021. To join our waiting
list, please contact our manager Kelly ASAP. We are now offering pre-arranged, socially distanced visits to the setting
‘after
hours’.
You
can
also
take
a
virtual
tour
on
our
Facebook
Page
or
website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also view our prospectus and to find out more about what we
do.
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news, information and events.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in touch.
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful.
You can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526.
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way,
Vanbrugh Meadows,
Long Hanborough,
OX29 8FL
Phone number: 01865 689015
Website: www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
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Kids’ Corner
Pigeons

M
V
Y
G
X
S
W
K
Z
G
C
K
K
I
O
V

P
A
W
W
D
W
U
W
N
H
O
M
K
Y
Q
S

H
G
G
R
S
U
A
I
S
T
M
R
A
I
Y
Z

Z
E
I
N
T
E
T
Y
N
R
P
K
Q
S
I
Z

R
B
A
K
E
A
H
O
O
O
A
Z
E
S
N
M

R
H
R
R
G
T
E
C
I
N
S
X
K
M
E
D

M
Y
T
I
I
C
O
O
T
A
S
K
L
T
M
B

O
K
V
U
E
N
D
R
C
I
V
O
H
M
O
H

G
A
V
S
O
D
G
V
E
W
P
O
N
X
D
Y

N
T
C
I
O
S
C
F
R
C
D
W
G
L
E
P

S
N
O
E
G
I
P
Q
I
S
E
Q
O
R
H
U

S
E
N
S
E
S
X
A
D
S
D
P
E
L
C
D

I
F
T
S
A
E
B
K
T
N
Q
W
T
Y
D
U

M
A
G
N
E
T
I
C
F
I
E
L
D
I
R
M

In the country, pigeons are everywhere, but did you know
just how clever they are? They are especially good at navigating, or telling directions. They use many different methods to navigate. Pigeons will use the sun to show them
where to go, and they have an extra sense which works like
a compass by using the Earth’s magnetic field to ensure
they are going the right way! This special sense is called
magnetoreception. Their hearing is also very important to
them. They can hear lower pitched sounds than humans,
which helps them to hear things like approaching storms
and rumbling volcanoes. Although we do not have these
special senses, we can easily make a compass to show us
the directions! Ask an adult to help you with the activity below.

Make a Compass
You Will Need:

Felt-Tip Pen  Plastic Cup  Plastic Lid  Dress Pin 
Magnet  Adhesive Putty 
Water  Scissors
Instructions:
1. Using the scissors, cut off the base of the plastic cup.

T
D
T
K
J
S
S
K
Y
B
Y
G
J
A
O
H

Q
T
I
X
H
L
S
F
A
Z
G
G
F
A
K
N

BIRDS
COMPASS
DIRECTIONS
EAST
HEARING
LOW PITCHES
MAGNETIC FIELD
MAGNETORECEPTION
METHODS
NAVIGATING
NORTH
PIGEONS
SENSES
SOUTH
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2. With the felt-tip pen, draw 2 dots about 1 cm apart, one
on either side of the centre of the plastic disc.
3. Being careful not to prick yourself with the pin (ask an
adult to help you), place the disc on the adhesive putty and
push the pin through each dot. Pick the disc up off the putty
and push the pin down through one hole and up through
the other.
4. Using the magnet, stroke the whole length of the pin 50
times in one direction only, and lift the magnet away from
the end of the pin each time. Always use the same end of
the magnet.
5. Pour some water into the plastic lid. It does not need to
be full, but there must be enough water for the disc to float
freely.
6. Float the disc on the surface of the water. If the needle
doesn’t turn, stroke the magnet over it a few more times. It
may not be magnetised yet.
7. You cannot yet tell if your needle points north or south,
so use a smartphone (ask an adult) to find north. Using the
felt-tip pen, mark north, south, east and west on the plastic
disc.
Information from: “Amazing Facts About the Pigeon.” One Kind Planet, https://
onekindplanet.org/animal/pigeon/. Accessed 21 August 2020.
Activity from: Winston, Robert. Outdoor Maker Lab: Exciting Experiments for Budding
Scientists. Dorling Kindersley Limited, 2018.
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Methodist Church
Services
October
As from this month we are going to gradually return to church on a trial basis alternating Church and Zoom. If you
would like to join us on Zoom please contact Nigel home.james125@btinternet.com Or Gill gillbreakspear@btinternet.com
4th 10:00 am
11th 10:00 am
18th 10:00 am
25th 10:00 am

Rev Charles Harris
Rev Fred Ireland
Mrs Margaret Broadberry
Mr Eddie Fowler

Church
Zoom
Church
Zoom

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister please Contact either:
Minister: Rev. Fred Ireland (01993) 867301
Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707
Mobile:07365325522

The Hanborough Churches
I give you peace, the kind of peace that only I can give. It isn’t like the peace that this world can give. So don’t be
worried or afraid.
John Ch 14 v 27
The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the Community and will be praying for a part
of the villages’ community each month. In October the focus of prayer will be on Millwood End, Bakers Court, Swan
Lane, Corn Hide, The Cairns and Myrtle Close.

Letter from Our Minister
ear Friends,
Dworld,
I have been challenged to explain why, in such a secular
I believe in the existence of God. This is PART FOUR

of my story.
Martin, John, and Kevin were three young guys from church.
They had known each other for quite a while and used to
meet to chat about their motorbikes. Martin’s mum always
went to Bingo on Friday night, so they had taken to meeting
regularly at his place. As I mentioned last month, one Saturday the guys and I had all, independently of each other, experienced the power of God in a dramatic way.
Martin decided that I should join them the following Friday
evening to discuss what had happened. It didn’t matter that I
had no motorbike. The motorbike evening suddenly turned
into a prayer gathering. I have often reflected on the incredible and unusual decision for four young guys to launch into
a prayer time, but we just wanted to get closer to God. Kevin
had a guitar so began to bring it along & played various worship songs whilst we sang together. We prayed spontaneously, without any agenda or pre-planned order. As we met
each week, a theme or message seemed to emerge. We
prayed for others to have a desire to join us and invited
those that were interested to come along. Before long, the
room was jammed with people sitting on the floor or wherever they could wedge themselves.
The Anglican Diocesan Youth Officer for Chelmsford invited
the four of us and another mate called Billy to go on a youth
retreat—but with a difference. We all went to work during the
day and came together each evening at the Mucking Retreat
Centre in Essex, our home for the week. It was to be a turning point. As we prayed in the evenings together, we began
to allow God to take more of a lead. We felt a “Love of God”
just as we had each individually & privately on that Saturday
night when we had each been in our own homes. With a
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strong compulsion, we allowed God the Holy Spirit to do
whatever He wanted. Billy was full of faith and slightly more
familiar with these things given his parents attended a Pentecostal church. One of us would be prompted to speak in
tongues and another one of us had a prompting to then
speak out in English. We soon learned that this was an interpretation rather than a translation. We also experienced
prophecy. Everything was scriptural, nothing was contradictory to it. We searched the scriptures together to see what it
had to say about these things. Upon our return home, we
knew we had to weigh being courageous and fearless with
the sense of not allowing ourselves to take control. We
need not have worried. The next prayer meeting just exploded spontaneously in praise and Holy Spirit-inspired
worship. This was the beginning of many awesome gatherings and the spiritual growth of many people. It was a
squeeze to fit everyone into the room where we met, with
no inch of the floor unoccupied! We began to notice how
prayers were being answered very clearly, including prayers for those who were ill. I have never understood why
prayer for healing miracles ever “works” Why should God
meddle with changing the natural order for one individual &
not another? It’s a question I still ask! We became braver
and our faith increased.
One Sunday morning, Kevin’s mum Olive was bed-bound
in great agony, unable to attend Sunday Worship. She periodically suffered from Spinal Spondylitis which had deteriorated. She had various investigations over many months.
When we went to the house after church, the four of us
went up to her room to see how she was. She immediately
asked, “O you believe Jesus is the same yesterday, today
and forever and that he had healed Jairus’s daughter?” We
sheepishly answered, “Yes,” wondering what was coming
next. Olive asked us to pray for her with the laying on of
hands. She was laying on her back. We gathered around
and rather cautiously wedged our hands underneath her to

pray for her back. We had no experience or real idea what
we were doing. Martin offered a prayer. We concurred afterwards that it had felt like Olive’s back was moving with a
wave along it like the shape of corrugated metal. We
stopped praying and Olive ordered us downstairs. The next
thing we saw was her appear at the door ready to make
everyone tea. She never again had any issues with her
back!
The prayer gathering continued and, remarkably, many of
those attending later became Ministers and church leaders.
It was certainly a good training ground. Next time, I want to
share a rather momentous encounter with God that showed
me His power in the face of evil. That will take us on a trip
to the beautiful north Devon coast.
EPISODE FIVE Next Month! Every blessing,
Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 Mobile:0736532552
Associate Methodist Minister: Long Hanborough & Sutton.

Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club
Hello everyone, I do hope that you are
all well and managing to keep yourselves busy. It is lovely that we can all
still get out in the garden continue with
the tidying up for winter.
The Club of course is still not meeting, but we have
continued with the Zoom committee meeting and are
planning to set up a Zoom demonstration for the members of the Club next month. The Berks, Bucks & Oxon
Area of the National Association of Flower Arranging
Societies continues to keep in touch with all the Clubs
in the Area with their news from HQ. The website is
bbandoflowers.org.uk, so if any of you wish to see
what we are managing to get up to and look at all the
wonderful photographs on the site please do so. There
are many photographs of arrangements from past
Blenheim Flower Shows plus other Area shows. Until
next time, should you wish for any further information
please contact me on 01865 376587.
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In the Kitchen
Marguerite’s Quick Orange Cake

Cook’s Chatter
Have the in-laws popped in unannounced? Have you suddenly remembered
you need to be at that coffee morning in a couple of hours? Or perhaps a
sudden hankering for something sweet has taken over and you simply can’t
wait? Then this speedy orange cake might just save your life!

Method
1.
2.
3.

4.

Preheat the oven to 180-190°C (350-375°F, gas mark 4-5).
Put all of the ingredients into a large mixing bowl. Firstly, stir the mixture gently until softened and then briskly for about 2 minutes until soft
and light.
Bake for 55 minutes. Test the cake before removing from the oven.
When cooked, the cake should have shrunken away from the tin and
when pressed gently but firmly no impression should be left.
Turn out and cool on a wire tray, cut into slices to serve.
HANDY MAN SERVICE
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower resealants
Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs &
carpentry

CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or
Email: dasdecandbuild@gmail.com
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Ingredients
For the Cake:
•5oz (125g) sieved

self-raising flour
•4oz (100g) caster
sugar
•3oz (75g) light margarine (butter would
be too heavy)
•2 eggs
•1 tablespoon of
•orange (or lemon if
you’d preferer) juice
•grated rind of 1
•orange (or lemon)
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