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I  thought this month that I would share 
with everyone what we at Elderberries 

HQ have been up to with all our spare time! 
All of us have been keeping in touch over 
the phone, Zoom or just appearing in front 
gardens, and we have taken photos to doc-
ument this strange time. Here is a selection 
of our photos which I’m making into a pho-
to book for us to look back on. I have in-
cluded current members, helpers and 
friends of the club, all of whom make up 
our wonderful group. We look forward to all 
of us being back together again ASAP but 
in a safe and socially distanced manner! 
Here is a letter from Vanessa whose par-
ents loved coming to the Elderberries every 
week: 
Hi, I’m Vanessa, and I am a live-in carer for 
my mum and dad Heather and Philip. Each 
week my parents attend The Elderberries, 
a group for the over-65s, and this takes 
place every Wednesday in the recreation 
hall in Hanborough between 9:30 to 
2:30. This outing is the highlight of my par-
ents’ week. We start our day with a lovely 
cup of coffee or tea and some biscuits. 
This gives everyone a chance to catch up 
for a good chat. Between this and lunch a 
variety of things can happen. We might 
have an exercise class, some botcha 
(seated soft ball bowling), art activities, 
scrabble or just relaxing with a newspa-
per. A marvellous lunch is served at about 
noon; we have 3 marvellous cooks and 
they provide a delicious two course 
meal. Any dietary requirement is consid-
ered. In the afternoon there will be many 
different activities for those of you want 
them, or we might have entertainment in 
the form of singing and music. We also 
have bingo most weeks with many useful 
prizes to be won. On a regular basis we 
welcome Sonia from the Oxfordshire Remi-
niscence Museum who will bring along a 
selection of artefacts from the past along 
with her wide knowledge. These sessions 
are always popular. 
Of course this group has not been able to 
run during the Coronavirus pandemic, and 
it has been much missed by all who usually 
attend. During the last few months Gill and  
 
 Continued on page 14…  

Keeping Up With the Elderberries 
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September Report 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
The pandemic legislation has been changed to allow for online meetings, with the first held in May. All 
meetings are notified on the website and noticeboards as usual. Public participation is encouraged as 
always, and this can be by questions to the clerk or chair in advance or by requests to speak. The clerk 
will share online joining instructions on request. 
 
Playground Steps 
Parish Council approved a project to replace wooden steps into the BMX park with a ramp which will traverse the bank 
and then route behind the ramps to provide safer and separated access to the area. The ramp is designed with all users 
in mind, and we hope works will commence shortly. This access point will be closed during these works. 
 
Inclusive Swing for the Playground 
The idea for a inclusive swing, suitable for use by children with a range of disabilities, was brought to council by a num-
ber of residents. Councilors were very supportive of the idea and would like to gather views from residents who would be 
interested in discussing ideas and requirements. Please contact the clerk in the first instance. 
 
Riely Close Recycling Point 
This area has been well used over the last few months and residents are congratulated on their recycling efforts. We 
have been in, at times, almost daily contact with WODC about the state of the site, which has been overwhelmed with 
waste, some of which appears to originate from business or from outside the parish. Parish Council has come to the 
conclusion that it is a losing battle.  
 
Even after our persuading WODC to clear it three times per week, broken glass and other rubbish still accumulates; it 
can be dangerous as well as an eyesore. Council has had concerns for many years about the location of the facility 
which seems inappropriate being close to the school and in a residential road.  We have looked for an alternative site in 
the parish without success.   
 
Many thanks for the feedback received to far; please take the opportunity to share your views by writing to the clerk at 
clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk. 
 
WODC Recycling Information 
 
The Council’s overall aim is to reduce the amount of waste and recycling material. Recycling materials is preferable to 
placing them in the grey bin, but the overall strategy is to reduce waste, the significant CO2 associated with collecting it 
and the cost to residents and council tax payers in West Oxfordshire. 
In 2017 the council issued all residents with their own blue recycling bins as well as recycling boxes for glass which are 
collected from the kerbside bi-weekly. Each household also has a food waste bin which is collected weekly. 
Residents can make requests for larger blue bins, and each one is dealt with on its merit. The guidance on this is that 
generally households with five or more residents may require additional recycling capacity. As a result, they can be is-
sued with a larger blue bin with the smaller one removed.  
 
Also, the following recycling bins can be ordered and delivered free of charge on the council website: https://
www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/request-bins-and-recycling-containers/. 
  
7 litre food waste bin (internal)  
24 litre food waste bin (external) 
55 litre recycling box (for glass) 
  
There can be special circumstances when larger blue bins can be issued to households with fewer than five residents. 
An example would be to recycle cardboard used to deliver large quantities of medical products, etc. If this is the case, 
residents should call the council on 01993 861000. 
In addition, for larger amounts of recycling, residents can use the Oxfordshire County Council facility at Dix Pit House-
hold Waste and Recycling Centre, Linch Hill, Stanton Harcourt OX29 5BB, which is open 8:00am-5:00pm every day and 
until 8:00pm on Thursdays. 
 
20mph Zones 
Our County Councillor is leading an initiative to roll out 20mph zone across the county where there is local support. 
Please take time to contact him and let him know your thoughts either for or against. 
 
Parish Council Website 
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can also 
contact us through the website for non-urgent enquiries: 
www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk.   
 
 

mailto:clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
http://www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk/
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Ellen Armitage   Tel: 883974 
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com 
 
Peter Brittin   Tel: 881980 
email: peterbrittin7@gmail.com 
 
Jeff Borer   Tel: 882286 
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Niels Chapman (Chair)   Tel: 882932 
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Michael Franklin   Tel: 883738 
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com 
 
Rod Fraser   Tel: 880195 
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Officers of the Parish Council 
Jon Gammage: Clerk    
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS 
Tel: 07909 514884         
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer 
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and Al-
lotments matters. 
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire, 
OX29 8FN   
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com 
Office Hours: 01993  773532,  Mobile: 0776 7020 290 

 

For a wide range of homemade cakes, biscuits and 
scones (gluten & dairy free options available) 

 Contact Rachel - 01993 881867 
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com 

Find me on Facebook 

Rich Fuller   Tel: 880337 
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Penelope Marcus   Tel: 881312 
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com 
 
Steve Page   Tel: 359984 
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Kerry Scarlett   Tel: 881160 
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com 
 
Lucy Tritton   Tel: 881597 
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Assisting Hanborough Parish Council 
Liam Walker: County Councillor 
Tel : 07850 014350     
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor 
Tel: 07966 796178  
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk 
 
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor 
Mob: 07768 898914  
Home: 880689  
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk 

Hanborough Parish Councillors 

Reporting Highway Problems 
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems. Councillors 
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths, 
etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary. The 
registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues. 
 
Planning 
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the 
decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site: 
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/ 
 
There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in 
your area. You can register at he following location: 
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/ 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
There is no ordinary meeting in August. The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 8th 
September 2020 online at 6:30pm. 

mailto:peterbrittin7@gmail.com
mailto:nielschapman@email.com
mailto:lucytritton01@gmail.com
mailto:merilyn.Davies@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/
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Please Note… 
 

• Due to the current emergency, some dates may 
change; please contact the event organiser to 
confirm.  

• Opinions expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough 
Herald, but are the views of the contributors. 

• Advertisements appearing in this publication are 
not endorsed nor specifically recommended by 
the Management Committee of the Hanborough 
Herald. 

• If you respond to an advertisement, please 
mention to the supplier that you saw their 
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald. 

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ? 
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you, 
they are available from the following locations: The Cycle 
Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage, 
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair 
Studio or online at:                          
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/  

A Warm Welcome to All New 

Residents 

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or 

Church Hanborough and have not yet received a 

‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can 

give one to you. 

This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and 

the pack contains information with contact numbers about 

things that go on in the villages and a map to help you find 

your way around. 

Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com  
 

Has a new family arrived near you? 
 

We would love to welcome them and give them a  
‘Welcome Pack’. 

 
If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com 

Hanborough Herald  Contact Details  
 
Editor: Tommy Begley   
hanboroughherald@gmail.com   
Tel: 07796 795207 
Advertising  Officer: Val Pankhurst 
advertshh@gmail.com   
Tel: 01993 882363  
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls   
Tel: 01993 881466 
Management Committee: All of the above plus: 
Chairman: Nigel James   
Tel: 01933 881711 
Treasurer: Michael Greenway  
Tel: 01993 357014 
Member: Jane Lewis   
Tel: 01993 883077 

Waste & Recycling  
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/
jars.  
 

In GREEN weeks recycling, garden waste and food waste 
will be collected. 
 

In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be 
collected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to 
our depot via our new online form:  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin.  

3rd (Thursday), 16th 
& 30th September 

9th & 23th September 

https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/
mailto:advertshh@gmail.com
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Eynsham Medical Group Newsletter  
 

The Eynsham Medical Group are working hard to reintroduce services that were previously suspended due to 
Covid-19 restrictions. In these very unusual times it can sometimes feel as though things are returning to nor-
mal. However, the threat of Covid is still very real, and they encourage their patients to only attend the surgery 
if absolutely necessary. Their aim throughout the pandemic has been to reduce footfall in the surgeries and 

therefore the risk to both staff and patients whilst providing the best care possible.  
If you have an appointment at either of the surgeries, they advise that you remain outside of the building wherever possi-
ble, and wait to be contacted by your clinician who will escort you to your appointment. You are still able to drop your sam-
ples at reception. For all other non-urgent enquiries, they ask that you do not go to reception but to contact them via phone 
or eConsult in the first instance. 
eConsult is an online enquiry form you can submit from the Practice website. Your query, regardless of whether it is medi-
cal or not, will be responded to by the end of the next business day.  
With Flu vaccinations being delivered in the near future, they are going to be introducing a dedicated booking line to save 
queueing on their very busy phone lines. Please check the Practice website for more details in the coming weeks. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Flu Vaccinations this Year 

The staff and doctors at the Eynsham Medical Group have been working hard to arrange a safe and convenient way for 
their patients who are at risk and/or over 65 to get their flu vaccinations this year. They will be inviting all ‘at risk’ patients 
who are under 65 to a dedicated clinic on 19th September at Eynsham Medical Centre. Please note: these appointments 
are not pre-bookable. Eligible patients will be sent a text or letter (if they do not have a mobile number). They will be re-
quired to bring the text or letter with them to their appointment. Anyone who attends the clinic and has not been invited and 
is not eligible will be refused the vaccination. If you are not invited to this initial clinic they will be putting on further clinics 
for this group and inviting individuals in the same way. 

Initial clinics for all over 65 year old patients are to be held on the 17th September at Long Hanborough and on Saturday 
26th September at Eynsham. Please note that patients living in the Long Hanborough area are very welcome to attend an 
appointment at the Eynsham Saturday clinic. These clinics are pre-bookable. Please contact reception to book your ap-
pointment. To keep you all safe they will be adopting a one-way system for patients attending these clinics. Please do not 
attend the appointment if you have any of the following symptoms: high Temperature, loss of taste and smell, a new, con-
tinuous cough. If you have any of these symptoms, please call the surgery and a new appointment will be arranged for you. 
At Long Hanborough please go to the back door, which is accessible from the car park, wearing a facemask. There will be 
queue markings in the surgery car park. Please wait at the 
back door to be called by a nurse for your vaccina-
tion. Following your vaccination please follow the arrows to the 
exit which will be via the door in what is usually the waiting  
area. 
At Eynsham please arrive at the front door wearing a face-
mask. There will be queue markings in the surgery car park. 
When you have reached the front door please stay in the des-
ignated area and wait to be called by a nurse for your vaccina-
tion. Following your vaccination please follow the arrows to the 
exit, which will be via the door in what is usually the waiting 
area. For those of you over 65 with pre-booked appointments, 
please arrive at your appointment time to prevent build-up in 
the queue. The Eynsham Medical Group would like to thank 
you all in anticipation of your co-operation and patience while 
they navigate the new and quite unique situation we all find 
ourselves in. They will be sending out further communication 
about the over-50s that are eligible to be vaccinated following 
the Government’s announcement.  

rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

Freeland Nurseries 
 

Freeland Nurseries 
Wroslyn Road 

Freeland 
OX29 8AQ 

Open Monday- Saturday 9.00am-
5.00pm; Sunday 9.30am-5.00pm 

Tel:- 01993 881430 
Website: https://

freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/ 
 

New stock of ornamental trees and 
fruit trees available 

Large selection of herbaceous plants 
many in flower 

Comprehensive range of shrubs and 
evergreens 

Main crop potatoes now in stock 
Eggs, jams, pickles and local honey 

tel:-
https://freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
https://freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
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A Thank You From Hanborough  Manor School 
 

F irstly, by way of introduction, my name is Olly, and I am a 
Governor at Hanborough Manor school (HMS). I attend-

ed HMS in the late ‘80s and early ‘90s, and I now have two 
children who have just completed their foundation year at 
the school. I was approached, in my role as both a gover-
nor and parent, to put across my viewpoints of some of the 
unsung heroes of lockdown, so here goes! 
It would be all too easy in these rapidly changing and un-
settling times to focus on “us and ours” and to simply miss 
the (often unseen) extraordinary efforts going on right here 
in our very own community. It’s not very British to ‘beat our 
own drum’—we tend to just keep calm and carry on. How-
ever it has become acutely apparent to me, both in my role 
as a governor and a parent, that the sheer amount of effort 
and commitment shown by the staff, parents and pupils has 
been frankly staggering and that it is only right and proper 
that these efforts are given their due recognition. 
For parents, this has been an exceptionally difficult time, 
but I think we have achieved what may have previously 
seemed impossible. In these unprecedented times parents 
have juggled work with the need to be supportive to their 
children, to be partners, friends, carers for the vulnerable, 
on top of which many have proved to be talented teachers 
and innovative children’s entertainers! I am told that our 
commitment to support our children has been only too evi-
dent in the amazing work that the staff at HMS have seen 
during lockdown. Both parents and pupils alike should be 
very proud! 
It has, however, not only been the parents and pupils going 
the extra mile. The staff at HMS have provided pastoral and 
practical care for struggling families, they have visited pu-
pils at home and delivered laptops, food and rewards. 
It has often been the case that staff have had to access 
government websites in the early hours of the morning—so 
as to avoid high traffic times when the sites were prone to 
crashing—just to make sure they could obtain food vouch-
ers for those pupils registered such support. 
The staff have quickly adapted to an entirely new way of 
teaching and disseminating concise educational information 
to parents and pupils alike. This has taken the form of one-
to-one tutorials, frequent phone calls and emails and lesson 
plans sent out to the pupils. Staff have regularly checked in 

 with vulnerable families to ensure the well-being of pupils 
not only during normal school hours but also during eve-
nings, weekends and holidays. 
In their own time, staff have met with anxious pupils to pro-
vide vital reassurance and support. They have provided 
unpaid childcare for key workers throughout the Easter and 
May holidays and the school is, for free, providing a further 
two weeks of summer school to enable Year 4 and 5 pupils 
to socialise with each other and re-connect with the school 
after their long enforced absence. 
From my perspective as a parent of two foundation pupils I 
have been continually taken aback by not only the level of 
support we as home schoolers have received, but, perhaps 
more importantly, by the quality of the lesson plans and 
guidance documents that we were provided with. Both the 
material developed by the staff and the online resources 
made available to home schoolers made what was initially 
a hugely daunting prospect into one which, for me at least, 
became what is likely to have been a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to really connect with my children and to directly 
observe their learning and development, and for that I am 
very grateful to Mrs. Morgan and all of the staff at HMS. 



7 

 

BREAD & BUTTER CAFÉ     
CASSINGTON’S HIDDEN TREASURE 

 

 RELAX AND ENJOY QUALITY, GOOD VALUE FOOD FROM OUR MENU IN OUR COSY AND WELCOMING            
ATMOSPHERE 

 

WE NOW ALSO OFFER TRADITIONAL CREAM TEA VOUCHERS. 
A GREAT GIFT IDEA, OR TREAT YOURSELF. PLEASE PRE-BOOK A TABLE AT LEAST 24 HOURS PRIOR.  

WE ALSO DO TAKE-AWAY PICNIC CREAM TEAS. PRE-ORDER AS ABOVE. 
 

Enjoy a variety of teas, luxurious mini cakes, sorbet and delicate, fresh, tasty sandwich fingers.  
scones with strawberry jam and clotted cream. all served on beautiful china. 

Buy a gift voucher for £9 per head. we will give you a lovely voucher with coloured envelope for you to send to a 
friend or relative. 

 

Worton Park, Cassington Rd OX29 4SU 
Open 12:00-3:30pm Tuesday–Friday 
Mob: 07771933059  Café: 01865 882627 

tracey1040@btinternet.com 
Find us round the back by the pool, plenty of parking (south carpark) 

L ocal residents are being warned 
not to lose their voice on decisions 

that affect them by making sure their 
electoral registration details are up to 
date. 
With 17 seats on West Oxfordshire 
District Council up for election along 
with County Council, Parish Council 
and Police and Crime Commissioner 
elections on 6 May 2021, this is an 
important opportunity for residents to 
make sure they can take part. The 
annual canvass ensures that the 
Council can keep the electoral regis-
ter up to date, identifying any resi-
dents who are not registered so that 
they can be encouraged to do so. Residents should 
have received a letter encouraging them to check their 
details and update them if necessary. Keith Butler, Elec-
toral Registration Officer at West Oxfordshire District 
Council, said, 

 “We are now in the process of writing to all 
households. It’s vital for residents to make sure 
their details are accurate and to ensure they re-
spond where they need to. We want to make sure 
that every eligible resident in the District has the 
right to vote. If you’re not currently registered, 
your name will not appear in the messages we 
send. If you want to register, the easiest way is 
online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote, or we’ll 
send you information explaining how to do this in 
the post. This year’s canvass, which we have to 
carry out by law, is taking place during a challeng-

ing public health situation. We are 
working to ensure that we take ac-
count of public health guidelines, 
including the continued importance 
of social distancing.”  
People who have moved recently are 
particularly encouraged to look out for 
the voter registration messages from 
the Council and check the details. Re-
search by the Electoral Commission 
indicates that recent home movers are 
far less likely to be registered than 
those who have lived at the same ad-
dress for a long time. Across Great 
Britain, 92 per cent of people who have 
been at their property for more than 16 

years will be registered, compared to 36 per cent of people 
who have lived at an address for less than one year. Mela-
nie Davidson, Head of Support and Improvement at the 
Electoral Commission, said,  

“It’s really important that everyone who is entitled to 
vote is able to do so. Making sure you provide the 
necessary information to your local authority when it 
is needed will ensure the process runs smoothly. 
This is particularly helpful in the current public health 
situation, as it will help avoid the need for home visits 
from canvassers. There’s lots of helpful information 
about registering to vote on our website: https://
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/voter.” 

Any residents who have any questions can contact their 
local registration team on 01993 861410 or fill out a general 
inquiry form here:  
https://community.westoxon.gov.uk/s/general-enquiry 

West Oxfordshire District Council 
Launches Annual Canvass 2020 

https://community.westoxon.gov.uk/s/general-enquiry
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1st Hanborough Freeland Scout 

Group 
 

The Executive Committee will be 
meeting remotely during the first 
week of September to discuss how we will operate mov-
ing forward.  
All the group leaders from Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 
Explorers have met in August to talk about the possible 
options for how we can continue to run these groups 
during this pandemic, and these options will be dis-
cussed at the Executive Committee meeting. Parents 
and guardians of our young people will be contacted in 
due course with details for the term ahead.  
We are expecting to need more volunteers to help us to 
keep going during this challenging time. Specifically, we 
will be looking for more people to fill the following posi-
tions: 
 

Beavers Assistant Leader 
Cubs Assistant Leader 
Scouts Assistant Leader 
Explorers Assistant Leader 
 

To talk about how you could help us in one of these 
roles please contact Adam (our Group Scout Leader) by 
email: gsl@hfscouting.org.uk  
Keep yourself informed with news from the national 
Scouts association by following them on Twitter 
@UKScouting or on Facebook @scoutassociation. You 
can also visit our website for regular news updates from 
us: www.hfscouting.org.uk 

Freeland District Guides,  

Brownies and Rainbows 
 

It seems such a long time since 
Guiding in Long Hanborough has 
been able to meet, and all the 
leaders and helpers are missing the face-to-face interac-
tion, fun, badges and games. 
Girlguiding has announced that we can begin meeting face
-to-face outdoors only if we follow government & Girlguid-
ing guidance, which is, at the time of writing, limited to just 
15 in total, including both leaders and children and, of 
course, social-distancing. 
The leaders are looking into whether we can return and do 
some face-to-face meetings with the safety of girls and 
leaders being our primary concern. We will be looking at 
the demographics of the girls, schools and year groups to 
see if we can arrange some outdoor meetings. Ultimately, 
we hope of course for a return to our usual meeting times. 
In the meantime, girls can (as some are) do interest badg-
es from their badge books. 
All parents will be emailed with an update in September of 
our future plans, and the info will also be put on our Par-
ents Facebook Pages. 
If you are interested in registering your daughter to join 
guiding for the first time when we can meet again, then 
please visit https://enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk/ or con-
tact Wendy on 01993 883120. We cannot run our units 
without adult volunteers, so if you are interested in helping 
out at guiding in any of our units, again please contact 
Wendy. 
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                           A Job Done Well: 
            Carpentry, furniture assembly 
            Doors hung, door locks fitted 
            Curtain rails and blinds fitted 
            Gutters cleared; fencing                          
            Painting and decorating 

Rob Atkinson 
Property maintenance & high quality DIY 

Tel: 07876-275300  
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 

 No job 
too small 

Woodstock & District U3A 

 
Covid-19 continues to curtail Woodstock U3A activities. 
Our AGM took place, on 28th July, by Zoom – a new expe-
rience for some of us, but by no means stressful and al-
most certainly resulting in a record for brevity. Pam Rook, 
who has chaired the Branch for the past three years with 
charm and diligence, stood down; her place is taken by 
David Duthie, with Terry Glossop as Vice-Chair. 
 Our monthly speaker meetings have been cancelled until 
further notice, and the first-ever 'National U3A Day' is post-
poned until 2 June 2021.  News from U3A head office sug-
gests members around the country have found a variety of 
ways to keep busy, from litter-picking on beaches to re-
cording their experience of life under lockdown for U3A's 
continuing 'Living History' project (visit U3A.org.uk/
learning/diary-project-2020). Coincidentally, one of our 
own senior members was interviewed recently by historian/
journalist Dan Snow about her memories of working at 
Bletchley Park during WWII. 
Meanwhile, this Branch's 20-plus working groups have, so 
far as possible, kept in touch on-line, with those diligent 
recorder players essaying at least one ensemble on-line 
'Team' session and, perhaps more practically, circulating 
what looks like a punishing list of new pieces to practice 
each week. The two Play Reading Groups, having toyed 
with on-line reading, have fallen back on wrestling with 
theatrical quizzes. 
 
More detail at www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock.   
Chris Sladen 

Housekeeper Available 
 
 

Trustworthy, reliable local house-
keeper with high standards and 
10 years' experience in private 

homes now has rare openings in 
her schedule. 

 

Will manage all related house-
keeping tasks including cleaning, 
ironing, cooking, shopping and 
house management supervision. 
Excellent references available. 

Satisfaction guaranteed! 
 

  Katie 07511 307868 

Last Call for North Leigh Roman Villa  
 

T he mosaic house of North Leigh Roman Villa will be 
open for the final time this year, 11:00am-4:30pm, Satur-

day and Sunday September 12 and 13.  
Our first opening in August attracted over 300 visitors—in a 
safe socially-distanced fashion—under blue skies and a hot 
summer sun. Safety is our paramount concern. Face 
masks must be worn inside the mosaic house. Free timed 
tickets for the mosaics are only issued on site, on the day.  
There was no crowding on our first August weekend, but if 
you would prefer a quieter time, consider 1:30-2:30pm on 
Saturday.  
These are the finest Roman mosaics in Oxfordshire still in 
their original location and were last regularly open to visi-
tors about 30 years ago. A new team of local volunteers, 
working with English Heritage who run the site, are making 
it possible to enjoy the 3rd century AD mosaics once more.  
The site is entirely free and large enough for safe social 
distancing during your visit. (However, our generous visi-
tors typically donate about £1 each to help us achieve 
planned site improvements.) There is room to picnic 
(please take your litter home), but currently there is no WC 
on site. It is a pleasant walk from the village to the villa, so 
please consider leaving your car at home.   
It is free to become a Friend of North Leigh Roman Villa, 
and it allows you to keep up with future developments and 
events on the site; simply email NLRVvols@gmail.com. 
For more details about the opening and access to the site 
(which can be arduous if you have mobility issues), please 
visit https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/
north-leigh-roman-villa/  
Facebook: @northleighromanvilla 
Twitter: @villa_north 
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What to look out for as summer 
starts to merge into autumn? 
There aren’t many better ways to 
spend a balmy September even-
ing at dusk than looking out for 
bats. Bats are fascinating ani-
mals—the only true flying mam-
mal, they sleep upside down, use 
echolocation to get around and 
have inspired fear and fascination 
in humans. There are approximately 17 species known to be 
breeding in the UK, ranging from the Common Pipistrelle 
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus), which has a population of around 
2.4 million, to the Greater Mouse-eared Bat (Myotis myotis), 
which numbers just one solitary male in southern England 
(perhaps a bit more challenged when it comes to breeding!). 
All bats in the UK are protected under the Wildlife and Coun-
tryside Act 1981. 
Bats are surprisingly small creatures. Our largest species the 
Noctule (Nyctalus noctula) weighs no more than 40 grams, 
while a Common Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) may 
weigh as little as 3 grams—that’s less than a 1p coin!  
All British bats feed on insects, particularly those types that 
are active at dusk and during the night. In addition to moths, 
bats eat other insects, such as mosquitoes, midges and oth-
er flies, mayflies, some beetles, caddis flies, lacewings and 
other nocturnal insects. 
Ancient woods, such as Pinsley Wood and Millwood, are of 
particular value to bats, as they support higher numbers of 

insects and large mature trees 
have more holes, cracks and crev-
ices for roosting.  
14 species of bat have been rec-
orded in Oxfordshire. A Species 
Information Sheet for each one 
recorded can be downloaded from 
the publications section on the Bat 
Conservation Trust website. http://
www.oxfordshirebats.org/
oxfordshire-bats.php (The graph 
gives a good idea). 
They really are wonderful creatures 
and an important part of the eco-
system. Eight of the UK’s bats are 
considered indicator species, 
meaning changes in their numbers 
are used as a gauge for measuring 
biodiversity as a whole. As much 
else in the countryside, sadly, half 
of our ancient woods have been 
lost or damaged since the 1930s, 
and protecting those we have left is 
important for the conservation of 
our bat species as well as other 
wildlife. 
Myth busting… No, they will never 
get caught in your hair. Their echo-
location is far too smart for that.  

                    By a Country Girl  

Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats 

I t’s been quite a summer so far with day after day of ex-
ceptional temperatures followed by torrential downpours. 

There seems little doubt that our climate is changing. The 
issue of accelerated climate change is controversial. There 
are those that believe that what we are currently experi-
encing is just part of the normal cycle of climatic changes; 
for others it’s a much more concerning picture of the planet 
warming up catastrophically quickly.  Whatever the truth of 
it, there is a very wide consensus among climate scientists 
that the temperatures across our planet are rising at an 
alarming rate. There is also a consensus that a good deal 
of that change is being generated by human activity. For 
those of us watching wildlife and the natural environment it 
is disturbing to see the increasing loss of fragile habitats 
around the world and closer to home the loss of green 
space and species that were once common.  
There are boom years for some species. Butterflies have 
generally been abundant in many locations this year, but 
swallows seemed fewer, and if local reports are correct, no 
cuckoos were heard in Millwood or Pinsley Wood. We also 
had the sad news that one of our best loved creatures, the 
humble Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) has been added 
to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature’s 
(IUCN) Red List for British Mammals. An addition, the list 
identifies that it has become vulnerable to extinction. So do 
all you can to make your garden hedgehog friendly. For 
more details about how to do that go to https://
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/leaflets/Hedgehog-
Street-top-tips.pdf  
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM 
 

Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, 
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor 

Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our Priest. All are welcome. 
    Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR     Phone: 01865 881613     Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 
 

 
Our Church is now OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASS, but only on Saturday night at 5:00pm and Sunday morning at 10:00am. 
Everyone has to be masked, and appropriate hygiene and social distancing measures are in place with stewards on duty 
to make sure everyone keeps to the regulations. Capacity is limited, so the church only opens 15 minutes before each 
Mass, and it is possible that if you come at the last minute there might not be room for you. Father Mark, the Parish 
Priest, still says Mass privately every weekday inside the church, and 
Father Martin, the retired Priest also says Mass every day in his home in 
Eynsham. This means that you can always contact one or other of them 
by email or phone to ask for special prayers. Just remember that you 
are being prayed for. On the church website, you can click on 
‘Newsletter’ to see Father Mark’s message each week and his reflection 
on the Sunday readings and also see Father Martin’s weekly homily/
sermon on Youtube.  
 
Our normal Mass times when we are allowed to reopen are: 
Sunday Mass is at 10:00am with a Children’s Liturgy during Mass 
Saturday for Sunday Mass at 5:00pm 
Mass also Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays at 9:30am, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays at 10:00am 
Bible study after Mass on Wednesdays 
Adoration after Mass on Fridays 
 

The Parish Priest Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries by 
phone on 01865 881613 or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com 
 

The Retired Priest: Father Martin Flatman is available on  07719 646790 
or email frmartinflatman@gmail.com    

You can also watch Mass from many other Church-
es live or recorded online. There is a great selection 
of churches to choose from using these platforms: 

•Churchservices.tv is a platform that connects 
communities and provides churches with a space to 
broadcast—particularly Mass, Adoration and prayer. 

•https://www.mcnmedia.tv/ is another platform 
that does the same and includes Corpus Christi, 
Headington in Oxford 

•Blackfriars, Oxford is a Catholic House of Domini-
can Friars in Oxford, and the advantage of going to 
this site https://www.youtube.com/user/
Godzdogz is that instead of seeing a single priest, 
you see the whole religious community taking part, 
and you can either view this live or view it when it 
suits you, as they are all recorded. 

•The National Catholic Shrine to Our Lady at Wal-
singham has a full broadcast schedule—including 
Mass, Rosary, Vespers, Exposition, Mass in Latin 
and even some talks. View it at  https://
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/ 
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A NEW Home Exercise DVD by Generation Games Helping 

Older People to Stay Active During the Crisis 
 

O ne of the ways Age UK Oxfordshire’s physical activity 
service Generation Games has responded to the Covid-

19 pandemic is by creating a new home exercise DVD to 
enable people to remain active whilst at home. 
Since lockdown in March 2020, they have made 18 home 
exercise videos, publishing one per week on their website 
and YouTube channel generationgamesuk. These freely 
available videos have been extremely useful in keeping 
people in Oxfordshire (and beyond) active and have had 
over 28,000 views on YouTube to date. These films are 
especially suitable for older people who may not feel that 
the current offer of live online exercise classes is suitable 
for them. The collection of videos feature a variety of exer-

Have You Claimed Your 

Pension Credit and Free 
TV Licence? 
 

T he race is on to en-
courage over-75s to 

claim the Pension Credit 
and free TV Licences they are due. 
As the curtain fell on the free TV licence scheme for over-
75s, the Government Pension Credit take-up figures show 
that around 3,500 older people in Oxfordshire are still fail-
ing to get the Pension Credit they are due. Pension Credit 
is a welfare benefit for people who are over state pension 
age on a low income.  Without the award of Pension Credit 
Guarantee Credit, they will not be able to get a free TV li-
cence either, which will leave people on already low in-
comes struggling to find an extra £150 this year and every 
year. Age UK Oxfordshire is therefore calling on everyone 
aged over 75 to see without delay if they are eligible for 
Pension Credit, if they haven’t already done so.  
Some older people don't know they can claim Pension 
Credit, many struggle to apply and others feel too embar-
rassed to ask for a payment to which they are entitled to.  
There have been few serious efforts by any government in 
recent years to encourage older people on very low in-
comes to claim Pension Credit. It is estimated that the 
Treasury gains up to £2.5 billion a year due to all the pen-
sioners who fail to claim this means-tested benefit.  
In a recent national survey by Age UK, a massive 81,240 
people said that TV was more important to them since the 
outbreak of Covid-19—more than nine in ten of all those 
who answered the question. The survey also found that 
many older people have relied on TV during lockdown as 
their main source of news and information about the vi-
rus—so crucial at this challenging time.  
The free licence was a highly valued universal entitlement 
for the over-75s, which helped millions to sustain their qual-
ity of life into late old age. Research for Age UK shows that 
even before the lockdown, television was the main form of 
company for two in every five aged over 75 and nine out of 
10 in this age group watch TV every day.  
Although the restrictions imposed by the virus are being 
gradually eased, we know that many people over 75 re-
main too worried to go out and about and are spending 
more time than usual confined within their own four walls. 
Their TV is unbelievably precious to them as a result. Pen-
ny Thewlis, CEO of Age UK Oxfordshire said, 

“We have campaigned against the loss of the free 
licence because we know how precious TV is to so 
many, never more so than during the pandemic. 
Sadly, that campaign has been unsuccessful. People 
are now entitled to a free over-75 TV licence only if 
they are receiving Pension Credit Guarantee Credit. 
But we know that two in five people entitled to claim 
Pension Credit do not do so. We are urging people 
to waste no time in checking whether they might be 

eligible. Now is the time. This will go some way to 
ensure that those who can least afford to pay the 
licence fee have the help to which they are entitled. 
Even if people find they are only entitled to Pension 
Credit Savings Credit, then at least they will have 
some additional income to help them afford a li-
cence. And we are here to help, through our free 
advice line, website and by post.”  

To check if you are eligible and to apply for Pension Credit, 
you will need to find the following:  
 

• National Insurance number  

• Bank account details  

• Information about your income, savings and investments  

• Information about your pensions (if you have any)  

• Details of any housing costs (such as mortgage, interest 
payments, service charges)  

• The same details for your partner (if you have a partner 
who lives with you)  

 

If you can get online, the Age UK benefits calculator is easy 
to use: https://benefitscheck.ageuk.org.uk/  
If you already think you are eligible – you can apply online 
here www.gov.uk/pension-credit/how-to-claim or call the 
Pension Credit claim line on 0800 99 1234.  
If you are unsure and need someone to check on your be-
half, call our Age UK Oxfordshire helpline on 0345 450 
1276 (10:00am-4:00pm, Mon-Fri) or the national Age UK 
Helpline on 0800 169 65 65 (8:00am-7:00pm daily).  
Or you can write to us at: Age UK Oxfordshire, 9 Napier 
Court, Barton Lane, Abingdon OX14 3YT.  
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Calling All Hanborough Cyclists ………………………. 
 

The Government has just announced the New Era of Cy-
cling and Walking as part of their strategy for green and 
active transport, in which they are investing £5 billion. For 
cyclists, that will mean more protected bikes lanes, dedi-
cated cycle routes and greenways linking villages, towns 
and cities. 
 

If you are fed up with inconsiderate drivers speeding 
through Hanborough, unreliable bike lanes, the absence 
of cycle routes, potholes, nowhere to cycle safely with 
your kids, if you’re a cyclist or would like to get on a bike 
but for the dangerous road conditions, then sign up to 
 

Hanborough Bike Forum 
 
We are campaigning for government funds to establish 
safe and favourable conditions for cycling in Hanborough, 
conditions that encourage and enable us all to lead active 
and healthy lives. Join Hanborough Bike Forum and join 
the campaign.  
 

Whatever your age, from young to old, whether you bike 
to shops, to school, to the station, or to work, or you’re 
into long distance Audax/competitive cycling, please join 
the group. 
 

We will campaign for safe cycle routes 
on the A4095 to Woodstock and Wit-
ney, on the dangerous Lower Road to 
Eynsham, down the narrow Swan 
Lane to Combe, or on any local public 
routes cyclists use. 
 

Contact hanbikeforum@outlook.com 

cise sessions available ranging from Strength and Balance 
which great for anyone who is worried about their balance, 
to Tai Chi which can have a really positive effect on mental 
health, as well as Pilates and general aerobics. 
Generation Games were overwhelmed by the positive re-
ception to their videos. One user, Tricia, emailed to say,  

“Thank you so much for these sessions! [I’m] really 
enjoying them and feeling the benefit as have the 
family and friends I have forwarded them to. Very 
well thought-out exercises to manage at home.” 

And another home exerciser, Janet, emailed to say, 
 “So glad you decided to make these videos. They 
are very helpful and not too difficult!” 

However, not everybody has access to the internet. 24% of 
people aged 65+ have not used the internet in the last 3 
months and there are 3.4 million people aged 65+ who 
have never used the internet*. This is why Generation 
Games produced a DVD at the beginning of July that fea-
tures three Strength and Balance and two Tai Chi films. 
Alastair Thomas, Head of Generation Games said, 

 “We are very aware of how quickly people can be-
come deconditioned if they do not remain active, 
which has been exacerbated during this time of lock-
down and beyond for those who are shielding. The 
home exercise DVD is suitable for older people or 
people with long term health conditions; we have 
received a lot of positive feedback about it already.” 

If you would like to receive a 
copy of the free strength and 
balance DVD for yourself or a 
family member or friend, please 
get in touch with Generation 
Games on: 
 gg@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk or 
telephone 01235 849 403. 
*https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/householdcharacteristics/
homeinternetandsocialmediausage/bulletins/internetaccesshouseholdsandindividuals/2019#over-
half-of-all-adults-aged-65-years-and-over-are-now-online-shoppers 
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Star Cakes, Long Hanborough 
‘creating cakes for you since 2002’ 
Quality celebration cakes 
for every occasion 

 
Call Jane Dyson on:  

Continued from front page…  
 

Dawn have remained in contact with all of their members, 
checking their safety, welfare and shopping needs.  
I have had to shield alongside my mum and dad, so I was 
able to experience first-hand the great care provided by Gill 
and Dawn (not forgetting  Dawn’s lovely son Jacob). They 
have been amazing throughout and provided us with an 
excellent delivery service for all our needs, always deliv-
ered with a cheery smile and some friendly words. I can’t 
say how much of a relief this was for me. In such stressful 
circumstances it lightened the load so much. We look for-
ward to our regular visits and bags of shopping safely left 
on the doorstep. We now even have a plastic chair in place 
on the drive for Gill and Dawn to sit on so we an have a 
lovely chat! 
Now we can only hope the time is getting nearer to meeting 
up all together again. We are not sure yet when this will be 
or quite how it will be organised but everyone can be reas-
sured that Gill and Dawn will make sure it will be safe as 
can possibly be. 
Thank you Gill and Dawn, you make great leaders to our 
super group!  
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COMPUTER HELP 
 

Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades. 

Digital Photos.   Virus Protection and Removal. 

 
                                         

Call or email me, Len Kehoe    phone: 01993 810125 

- Computer Science graduate     mobile: 07944 877437 
with over 30 years experience    email:    thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

       – based in Woodstock                web:     www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

 
 

North Leigh History Society 

O ur History Society was due to meet once again in the 
Turner Hall in September to start the new series of 

talks. However, continuing levels of infection, possible 
local lockdowns and the uncertainty as to what the next 
few months will bring have meant that we have decided to 
change our plans. The committee of the North Leigh His-
tory Group has reluctantly decided to cancel all face-to-
face meetings for the forthcoming year. We are sorry to 
have to announce this and hope that we will be able to 
resume meetings again in September 2021. 
 

There are various reasons for our taking this decision. We 
do not know yet whether the Turner Hall will be available 
for meetings, and even if it is, it is far too small to be able 
to maintain the necessary social distancing with the num-
ber of people who normally attend. The Memorial Hall is a 
larger venue, but again, we do not know whether it will be 
available, and it is currently closed. The other reason is 
that our meetings are held over the winter months, which 
means that we need to keep windows and doors closed to 
keep the heat in. Holding talks in the winter also means 
that we will be unable to meet outside because of the 
weather, and people may well be suffering from other 
common winter ailments such as flu and the common 
cold, which add to the risk of infection with Covid-19.  
 

We are sorry to have to inform you of this decision and 
hope you will understand our reasons. We know how 
much you value the NL History Group and how loyal you 
have been in the past. Diana Power is contacting the 
speakers who were due to speak this coming year, and 

we hope that they will be able to come and talk to us in the 
corresponding month in a year’s time. 
 

We will be investigating other ways we could meet over the 
next year, possibly online using Zoom or similar software. 
We hope to be back in business as soon as we can and 
will keep you informed in the meantime. If you have any 
ideas yourselves of ways in which we could keep in touch 
over the next year and any activities we could arrange dur-
ing the pandemic, please contact us either by email, 
kyterobert@gmail.com, or by phone to Diana Power, 
01993 882301. 
 

Angela Kyte 
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Saxon Evening, Viking Dawn (Part 3 of 3)                                   by divalde 
The untold testimony of Rose, the first lady of Hans Borough 

 
In those days I knew little of the great events that were shaping our land. The kings of the seven tribes, the leaders of the Great 

Heathen Army and the destruction they wrought. In later times scarred and fierce old warriors would pass through and talk about the 
great battles, the heroes and the fallen. But I learned more from Hedega.  

When the Great Heathen Army landed on our shores, they pushed west before dividing north and south. In time the Kentish 
Jutes fell but the northern fight was guerrilla warfare, town by town, house by house until the siege of York broke our resistance. In the 
shadow of the broken walls Prince Hedega a young man of barely twenty years, hesitated. The wasting of the north and the thirst for the 
blood of innocents repelled him and while York burned he had taken horse, sword and axe and slipped away. 

Hedega headed south, plying the primitive trails of the British, the Romans and the Saxons. He had come to realise that his fate 
no longer lay with his kin. He had witnessed the piety of men in the face of certain death. He had watched mothers take the blade for 
their children. He had looked in horror as men made stands without the slightest hope of surviving. He had become enraptured by the 
power of love and selflessness in the face of overwhelming odds. He vowed to follow such a path himself. 

With long flaxen hair and full beard, a broad brow and strong features, Hedega rode the English uplands searching for some-
one who might bring out the man he wanted to become. Seven days in the saddle he crossed the dales and forded rivers, skirted woods 
and villages. He was in no mood for company. He had to push as far inland as quickly as possible to escape the inevitable wrath of his 
father and uncles.  

As grandson of the mighty Ragnor Lodbrok the Dene’s mightiest general and heir to his father Sigurd’s Danish kingdom a 
place at the high table was his by right. Raised on battle hymns celebrating the glory of war and the honourable death he had come to 
appreciate another way, the way of the Judean who had the courage to say ‘turn the other cheek, blessed are the meek.’ He had come to 
understand the Viking way was not, and perhaps never had been, his way.  

His path soon crossed the Ridgeway which he climbed and followed south west. One night he saw a fire on the horizon. That 
morning he drew close enough to see us carrying our worldly belongings in our waggon. He had watched us plead with the Garing and 
saw us switch from the road to the river. The man and the woman resolute in their trials, the boy a man really and me to whom he said 
he was drawn, wishing me to endure. 

Since we had come ashore and made camp on the ridge he had kept his distance, torn between his past and the new world that 
beckoned just a few hundred yards away. He was aware of men living deep in the woods and made it his business to dissuade any who 
seemed intent upon raiding our encampment. He had had more than one encounter with the Hwicce, although I never learned the de-
tails. While not everything of value may be taken at the point of a sword, his skills were still be put to good use.  

At last, certain that his future rested elsewhere he had decided to strike west, to seek his fortune in the hills and to leave me and 
my family. On cresting a low rise he had glanced back one last time and realised his folly. He saw that the Hwicce were on the move. 
He turned back, but it had been too late to save father.  

When we met in the clearing his sword had been swift and merciless. 
 
Three black horses and one grey threaded between the trees and began the ascent. I was behind the stranger, clinging on. Over 

the back of each of the black horses lay a body. Tied to the saddles were the bestial crests, the wing, the claws and the antlers. We came 
in silence. My senses were numb. So much death and yet I had been spared. We made the steepest part of the rise and entered the clear-
ing.  

Everyone was there, except for father. I saw fear in their eyes as we emerged and Wilf came forward, hammer in his hand but I 
waved him back as I slid to the ground. The sight of the Hwicce animal crests allayed his fears, but he was pensive and kept watch 
while I ran to mother in tears, realising the truth. 

The horseman on the grey stayed back in silence. When I eventually brought him over to mother she wept in grief and in joy. It 
was a day of unspeakable sadness but also of hope. The day that father died was the day I met Hedega 

 
That was the end of our arrival and like Moses, father would never see the promised land. But for me and for Hedega and our 

people it was a new beginning. Time passed like Old Temesis and our hearts, though consumed with grief and a persistent fear of the 
woods, became stronger. 

Time is a harvest, giving as much as it takes. And it is a cycle where new chances may come around and new opportunities 
may be sewn. It was clear life was still there to be lived. Each day was a new step and we found strength in each other and in the gentle 
warrior who had entered our lives. He said he would have moved on even then, feeling shame that he had not prevented my father’s 
death, but we would have none of it.  

Edmund soon recovered completely from his wounds. The bodies of the four Hwicce were given a burial deep in the woods. I 
said we should not leave them where they had been slain. We were not like them we were us and we should still do the right thing. 

Initial suspicions of Hedega drifted away like the late evening mist for he brought a strong sense of purpose and a gentle nature 
forging an easy bond with everyone. We did not blame him for the sins of his fathers and we would not expect him to turn against his 
own. Instead we learned from one another and healed one another with a common goal and a shared humanity. I was determined that 
we should live as father had wished by embracing the seasons, being kind to the woods and to each other. Hedega spoke of the Christian 
god and we did not discourage him although I was never fully persuaded by a creature that would ferment so much misery in the world. 
Hedega said that the evil was man’s doing not His and who knows he may be right. 

It was Hedega who urged Wilf to construct a house of worship over the tomb of Edgar. Who knows it may still be there? You 
may even catch the echo of our prayers? He also ensured we would never be defenceless again. Weapons were forged and stored. 
Warcraft was taught. It was a grim lesson to take but he said we should never be subject to the avaricious intent of others again. Men, 
women and children would fight back if our land was ever violated again. Dene raiding parties as well as predator bandits roamed our 
wretched lands during those desperate times. 

No-one was deemed chieftain since the death of my father but Hedega and Wilf soon formed a bond of leadership that was 
recognised by us all within and without. Hedega was quick to learn our language and we his. And he turned his hand, strong back and 
intelligence to the task of eking a living from the land. No-one forgot the debt we owed him for bringing me back although he never 
saw things that way. With father gone we had need of such a man with his skills but he said he needed us even more. In time Hedega 
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and I fell in love and were wed. 
Trade developed as we took iron and barley to Egonesham and Wyttannige a growing mill town due west. Goods were ex-

changed and in time labour was hired and Hedega’s Ridge expanded with a permanent and transient population. Trails began to wind 
their ways through the woods and along the ridge where travellers knew they would find hospitality and work.  

Girls took husbands and sons took wives, more cabins were built and the woods were pushed back even further to accommo-
date houses along the length of the ridge itself. In time Wilf became a great lord and with Hedega by his side we prospered. The Hwic-
ce never returned. We saw them in ones and twos on the far ridge but never crossing the stream, never coming close, never causing us 
harm. And as the trees were driven back so their power faded until over time they passed out of all human reckoning.  

In later years the Gewisse drew the tribes together under their Great chieftain Alfred and the country was divided between the 
Dene and the English bringing peace for a short but precious time. And Hedeberge positioned as it was right on the Denelaw border, an 
Anglo Saxon settlement with a Dene Lord, had a singular status in the new England.  

That is where Rose leaves us. The tome says no more. 
 
But Rose’s legacy endures. The children of Hedega and Rose, knew over one hundred and fifty years of peace and prosperity 

that was broken only by the invasion of the Duke of Normandy, a descendant of the Norse and ready to take what he considered right-
fully his. But the people tilled the land and made their livings and in the great census of 1086 the village of Haneberge as it came to be 
known recorded a population of 31souls with land worth the princely sum of £10. In 2011 the population of Hanborough was recorded 
as 2630 and rising!  

 
And if this wasn’t the true story of the founding of Hanborough perhaps it will do for now. 
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The guidance on worship in church buildings has changed, and we are now in a position where it is possible to open our 
churches and hold some limited services.  
St Mary the Virgin, Freeland is now open for private prayer 9:00am-6:00pm on Tuesdays and Saturdays only, with some 
restricted areas. There are notices detailing hygiene precautions and rules regarding social distancing, including a require-
ment for face coverings to be worn inside the Church. Please observe these notices to help keep us all safe. We will con-
tinue to monitor the situation and may change these plans as things develop. 
We are pleased to say that we were able to hold a service of Benefice Holy Communion on Sunday 2nd August at 6:00pm 
at Ss. Peter and Paul, Church Hanborough, which is our largest church and the one best suited to allow for social distanc-
ing. Further ‘in person’ worship services for the whole benefice are planned—for up to date information please see church 
noticeboards, our website or contact administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk for more details.  
 

Alternatively, you can also join services at 10:00am every Sunday morning on the Oxford Diocesan Livestream. You can 
also catch up at any time. https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ 
On the www.hanboroughparish.co.uk website, you will find resources to support home-based prayer, bible readings, and 
worship. 
 

Useful Contact Details: 
 

Associate Vicar: Rev. Sue Spankie  
Tel: 01993 706469     
email:  
revsue@gst.org.uk  

CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH  

with CHRIST CHURCH and MANOR SCHOOL, LONG HANBOROUGH 

I  don’t know about you, but I know that many of us are feeling pretty fed up of living with Covid-19 in our 
midst. Some of us are tired, frustrated, fed up and weary. Some of us are angry—and others are griev-

ing—grieving the loss of loved ones, grieving the way things used to be, grieving a myriad of other losses. 
One of my favourite Bible stories is one about Elijah—he’s feeling like the last righteous person on earth. 
He feels so awful that he says to God, “God, I’m so angry! I want to die!” And God says, “Here’s some 
food, why don’t you have a nap?” So Elijah slept and ate and slept and ate and rehydrated and decided 
things weren’t so bad, and then he spent 40 days on Horeb, the mount of God (never underestimate the 
spiritual power of a snack and a nap). 
When it feels like you’re the only one left, when you’re tired and hungry, when we want to say, like Elijah, 
“It is enough now, O Lord! I can’t go on,” God comes to us and says, “Take heart. It is I. Do not be afraid.”  
Time and time again in the bible when people are feeling at their most human, God shows up. Same story, 
different places, different ways. God provides bread for our hunger, healing for our sickness, reassurance 
for our anxiety, comfort for our fear. God brings us snacks and naps and hot baths and tells us to take time 
out and just be with God.  
God says to us, “Take heart. It is I. Do not be afraid.” 
May God’s comfort and loving presence be with you, now and always. 
 
The Reverend Emma Hopegood Jones 

Curate: Rev. Emma Hopegood Jones  
Tel: 01993 881936 
email:  
curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

Curate: Rev. Mike Madden 
email:  
curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
http://www.hanboroughparish.co.uk/
mailto:revsue@gst.org.uk
mailto:curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk
mailto:curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk
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September Report 
 
 

The weather has been something of a talking point this month, 
and we hope that you have been able to do some gardening de-
spite temperatures of 35°+ and much needed but torrential down-
pours. Despite this, feedback from Long Hanborough gardeners 
shows you are busy and taking on some quite large projects such 
as re-working rockeries, plant food bulk buying, and an apple juic-
ing project. Club members continue to tend and water the Han-
borough planters, two of which have been revamped at the station 
and Witney Road end.  
 

Contributions to the HGC website continue including a link to a YouTube post about ‘The Weedy Garden’ https://
www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#newsSection. If you need inspiration for plant and produce growing, and what 
now must be harvesting, please see the photo gallery on the Hanborough Community Website https://
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/gallery_g4h_1.html.  
 

The Grow for Hanborough Facebook group are planning a photographic gardening and produce competition in place 
of the Hanborough Show. Planning is in its early stages, and a show schedule is being compiled, but please bear this 
in mind when admiring your flowers and produce. 
 

Committee members are busy assessing how to give successful talks within Covid-19 guidelines, possibly to begin in 
September. Some progress has been made regarding social distancing, and other precautions and details will follow 
when we know more.  
 

The Club organised an informal members’ visit to the North Leigh Roman Villa in August. This event was earmarked 
for our summer garden party, and as well as being able to enjoy the beautiful surroundings, we were able to have ex-
clusive access to the Mosaic House. This was of course held under Covid-19 guidelines and Health and Safety pre-
cautions were duly followed. 
 

As before, if you have any gardening ideas and tips that you’d like to share or feel the need of gardening advice, 
please do let us know by using the Contact button on the website. We’ll try and fulfil any needs as best we can.  
 

Hanborough gardeners are still exhibiting a deal of chutzpah during the present circumstances and our thoughts are 
with you. We wish you well with you and your families and your gardening enterprises. 

A Letter From The Editor 
Tommy Begley 

It’s  rather a special place and is just as interesting for chil-
dren as adults. Please see page 9 for more information.  

I’m also delighted to be able to introduce you all to Hanbor-
ough’s very own Agatha Christie, Daria Davis whose first  
contribution to the Herald “Two-Minute Murder” on page 22 
brings us to a village very much like our own during the 
1930s. It’s quaint, funny and twists and turns along the 
way. Do you think you can work out whodunnit?  
That’s it from me this month so until next time... 

 
 
 

Tommy Begley 
Editor       
hanboroughherald@gmail.com 

 

D ear Hanborough, 
What a long, hot and interesting summer we have all 

had. I’m sure for most of us looking back to cold, dark, free 
and easy January or February of this year seems like an 
absolute eternity away—it certainly does for me. But as the 
nights draw in and it starts to, once again, get a bit chillier 
and wetter, I would just like to encourage people to keep 
an eye and ear out for each other, especially the more vul-
nerable members of our community. As we transition into 
autumn and winter, it is going to get harder for everyone in 
one way or another—be it emotionally, physically or a bit of 
both. So if people look like they could do with a bit of help, 
why not lend a hand, a “How’s you?” or even just a smile? 
I’m sure they won’t bite.  
Looking through the Herald this month most of the clubs 
and events are still sadly postponed until further notice, 
though there are finally mutterings of things perhaps start-
ing to open up in the next little while. The Roman Villa in 
North Leigh is one shining example of things that have 
been accessible over the summer and still will be until the 
Sunday the 13th of September when they are having their 
final mosaic opening of the year. I really can’t recommend 
popping down there enough if you haven't already been. 

https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#newsSection
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#newsSection
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/gallery_g4h_1.html
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/gallery_g4h_1.html
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T he village of Longborough, true to its name, consisted of one long road 
that wound its way toward the Cotswolds, looking very picturesque as 
it did so. Edith Langford, newly arrived from London and ready to teach 

the local schoolchildren, stepped out of her gate and looked admiringly at the 
neat rows of cottages on either side. 
They said the village had never regained its peace after the Great War, 
and that the ’30s had only brought more people, noise, and motorcars, but 
to Edith it was blissfully rural. She breathed in the fresh country air and set 
off for the village shop, ignoring the occasional automobile as it rattled by. 
Five minutes later she knew that she would get no shopping done today. 
A small crowd had gathered in front of the shop, and she could see Mrs. 
Benson, the proprietress, speaking to a police constable. 
‘A break-in?’ Edith wondered. As she came closer the conversation died 
down, the locals glancing uncomfortably at the newcomer in their midst. 
“What’s happened?” she asked one young man. Judging by his overalls, he 
was one of the workmen who were fixing some piping down the road. For the 
past week, the noise of the drilling had drowned out even the motorcars. 
The man nodded toward the shop door. 
“Been a murder.” 
“A what?” Edith stared at him, aghast, but he just shrugged, as if murder were an everyday occurrence in small villages. 
“Mr. Hartley,” he added. “Went in for a package, Mrs. Benson goes off to get it, two minutes later she comes back, he’s 
been coshed on the head with a cricket bat she had for sale.” 
Edith tried to piece all this together. Mr. Hartley, she knew, was the local solicitor. She’d seen him several times in the 
shop, which doubled as a post office, where he’d asked Mrs. Benson if his book order had arrived from London. He’d 
seemed a harmless old gentleman, and she couldn’t imagine anyone wanting to kill him. Besides, she’d read enough de-
tective novels to know that two minutes was a very risky window to commit murder! 
The workman touched his cap and shuffled off to join his colleagues, a group of young men who, Edith realised, were 
strangers in the village. They’d been sent in by the water company from the nearby town. Her informant was the only famil-
iar face, no doubt a local. 
She turned to go, but felt a hand grab her arm. Her heart sank. Only one person in the village had that iron grip—Mrs. Lun-
dy. 
“There you are, my dear! Have you heard what’s happened? It’s simply too dreadful. You know, I was just saying—” Mrs. 
Lundy, full of figure as of energy, was the village gossip—and she was very good at her job. 
“And poor Mr. Hartley,” she lamented, “with no family, only that horrible nephew that’s staying with him, come up from Lon-
don in disgrace from what I hear, gambling and the like. Well, you know what these Londoners are—” she stopped short, 
suddenly aware of whom she was speaking to. 
“Some days I’m very glad to be out of London,” said Edith helpfully. 
“Yes, dreadful place.” Mrs. Lundy looked relieved and picked up steam again. “And you know that acting career of his? 
Well, it never went anywhere, and he’s not what you’d call young anymore. One feels sorry for him really, if not for the 
gambling. And so different from Mr. Hartley. Now there was a real gentleman, so studious too, always sending off for those 
books on Latin and botany and such.” She sighed. “I just can’t imagine who could have done this.” 
“The nephew, perhaps?” Edith asked. “It sounds like he might need the inheritance rather badly.” 
“Oh yes, but I already told Constable Horn that it couldn’t have been him. You see, I would have seen him.” 
“Oh?” 
“My windows look out on the shop,” said Mrs. Lundy proudly. “And I was just, er, reading by the window today, so I saw 
everyone who came in and out.” 
“Ah.” ‘Your observation post,’ thought Edith with amusement. 
“We had those workmen coming and going all morning. Mrs. Benson told them they could check the water in her flat 
above, so as not to bother people. Very considerate of her really—” 
“Anyone else?” asked Edith somewhat impatiently. 
“Why yes, Miss Mallowby.” 
Edith looked blank. 
“Mr. Hartley’s assistant,” Mrs. Lundy explained. “She’s a proper solicitor in her own right, only Mr. Hartley mostly had her 
do the typing and such. You know what men are, loath to trust one, even if one is usually right—” 
“So Miss Mallowby was in the shop at the time of the murder?” Edith couldn’t believe it. Mrs. Lundy had possibly seen the 
murderer, and she hadn’t even realised it! 
“I suppose.” Mrs. Lundy looked doubtful. “I didn’t look at the clock, you see. There was a workman, portly chap, then Mrs. 
Glynne with her two children, but they went past toward the park. Then poor Mr. Hartley, and then just as Miss Mallowby 
was coming down the road my maid called me away for something, so I didn’t actually see her go in.” 
Mrs. Lundy wrung her handbag, clearly distressed to have missed a key occurrence. 
“And what did Miss Mallowby have to say for herself?” asked Edith. 
“She told the constable she’d gone past the shop and for a walk.” 
“And no one can verify this?” 
“No. The nephew was at home, but they didn’t see each other all morning.” 
“She did have the opportunity,” Edith mused. “She would have known Mr. Hartley was likely to be alone while his package 
was being fetched. And the motive! I’ll bet she’ll continue his practice from now on.” 

Tw   -Minute 
 

Murder 

Daria Davis 
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Mrs. Lundy looked impressed. 
“You should tell Constable Horn all that, dear. Miss Mallowby—who would have thought it. Such a quiet girl, and to commit 
such a shocking murder…” 
It did seem incredible that Miss Mallowby would take such a risk, but perhaps she had planned it all with a lawyer’s meticu-
lousness. Edith mused on this as Mrs. Lundy took her firmly by the elbow and steered her toward Constable Horn, who 
looked at them with the bovine gaze of a stereotypical country policeman. He was a portly, middle-aged man, clearly a ca-
reer village constable. 
“Yes, Miss?” he inquired. 
Edith stared up at him, something nagging at her thoughts. 
“Go on, dear. Tell him your theory,” Mrs. Lundy prodded her. 
Yes, her theory. About the risky two-minute murder… and then there was that nagging thought… 
“Constable,” Edith said suddenly. “You need to arrest Mr. Hartley’s nephew!” 
“His nephew!” Mrs. Lundy exclaimed. “But my dear, I would have seen him!” 
“You did see him, Mrs. Lundy.” Edith turned to her. “The workman you saw go into the shop, the one you called portly — 
can you remember if he was young or old?” 
Mrs. Lundy considered. 
“Older, I think,” she said. “It was hard to tell with his beard. But what of it?” 
“The men working on the water pipes are all young,” Edith explained. “We don’t really notice them, what with them not be-
ing locals and coming and going to the shop all the time. I bet Mrs. Benson didn’t even notice when another man—a mid-
dle-aged man—in overalls went up to her flat. But it was Mr. Hartley’s nephew, biding his time. 
“You see,” she continued, as Mrs. Lundy and the constable gaped at her, “being an actor, he could procure a workman’s 
outfit and disguise himself. He knew his uncle’s habits. He went to the shop when Mr. Hartley was due to come by. Then 
he just had to wait for the right moment, kill his uncle, and slip out before Mrs. Benson came back. In all the confusion, no 
one ever mentioned when the workman left the shop.” 
“My goodness, you’re right!” Mrs. Lundy prodded the constable with her handbag. “Go on, Constable. Arrest the man!” 
Constable Horn looked bewildered, but under Mrs. Lundy’s influence set off down the street. Ten minutes later the village 
witnessed the arrest of Mr. Hartley’s nephew, caught in the act of destroying his disguise. 
Edith found herself again captured by Mrs. Lundy. 
“My dear, you were simply brilliant!” she gushed. “But how did you know?” 
“It did seem a bit far-fetched, nipping into the shop after someone to kill them. If the murderer was already inside, it would 
be much easier to wait for the right moment. And…” Edith hesitated. “To tell you the truth, it was when I saw Constable 
Horn that I connected the words ‘portly’ and ‘middle-aged’…” 
Mrs. Lundy clapped her hands in delight. 
“Miss Langford, you are a credit to this village!” 
Edith blushed, happy to be accepted. 
“And don’t worry,” Mrs. Lundy added. “I won’t tell Constable Horn how you arrived at the answer!” 
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Newsletter 25, September. Slowly, but perceptible, the days will begin to shorten and the nights lengthen…  

Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA) 

A t the point of writing, however, it’s hot—very hot—and 
much too warm to be working on the allotment in the 

day. Things do need watering, so in the highest heat of 
summer, allotmenters become early birds and late owls to 
do any watering that needs to be done. Watering is a bit 
of an art, and the key to it is observation.  Generally, wa-
tering needs to be kept to at a minimum, as most plants, if 
well settled into the season, will cope with hot spells. Wa-
ter really only needs to go to those plants that are clearly 
suffering in the heat or are particularly thirsty varieties, 
such as carrots, squash and beans. Watering plants that 
don’t really need it often means that there is only time and 
energy to give all the plants on the plot a splash each, 
which only serves to encourage roots to the surface 
where they are more vulnerable to further drying out. This 
really is a situation of less is more. Water well where it is 
needed and leave the rest alone.  

 

Watering in a shower might 
seem daft, which it would 
be if the rain was heavy 
and persistent. Many 
showers at this time of 
year, though, ‘promise 
more than they deliver,’ 
and often just offer a light 
bit of dampness, which 
very quickly evaporates, so 
keeping up the watering for 
those plants that need it 
still has to go on.  
 

September is the first 
month of autumn, so the 

hot weather won’t last, of course, and soon the days will 
start to cool and shorten. Growing will definitely begin to 
slow but there are vegetables that can be sown now.  
 

This is a change point in the cycle if the allotment, as it is 
out with the spent summer crops and in with overwintering 
crops that will keep you supplied through the winter and 
into the spring of next year. This is the time to get spring 
cabbages and spinach, winter salads, broad beans and 
peas underway. It’s also a good time to get onions, shal-
lots and garlic in and quick-growing crops such as turnips 
and radish. For something a bit different, try white or pur-
ple radishes as an alternative to the more usual red varie-
ties. Complete the summer pruning of soft fruit bushes if 
you have them. Feed all late crops with a general fertiliser 
such as pelleted chicken manure. Dig up and compost 
any plants that have finished their season, but not those 
that show any evidence of disease; they will need to be 
disposed of by burning (on a completely still day, when 
the smoke from your incinerator won’t be a nuisance to 
anyone) or better still, put into your home green bin if you 
have one.   
 

September can be a lovely month on the allotment. There 
are still delicious things to harvest and the weather can 
make it a delightful time to clear the ground to prepare for 
winter and the next season of cropping. It really is the time 

of mellow fruitfulness.  
 

The Association welcomes new members. If you have a 
plot on Hanborough’s Cemetery Allotments and you would 
like to join the Association, just email us at                   
hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.com. The benefits of 
joining the Association can be found on the allotment no-
tice board. If you would like to rent an allotment, contact                   
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com or 01993 773532, 
Mobile 0776 7020 290.  

Image—source from cutcaster.com 
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Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club 
 
Hello everyone. I do hope that you are all being able to 
enjoy the summer despite all the restrictions. 
 

As a Club we are still not able to meet, having had to 
now postpone and rebook all the demonstrators up to 
Christmas but have been trying the make the most of 
it. The committee have ‘met’ each month on Zoom, and 
our secretary has continued to send out a monthly 
newsletter by email to all the members.  
 

It is difficult to find much enthusiasm to arrange flowers 
when one does not have visitors to appreciate them, 
but we have put ideas out in our newsletter, and we 
now have a Facebook page, so please do have a look.  
An idea which is quite easy: go out into the garden and 
pick a few bits and pieces, get a jam jar, put some raf-
fia round it with a bow and place your pickings in it.  
Place three in a row on a table and it is really pretty. 
 

The National Association of Flower Arranging Societies 
is keeping in touch with the Area of Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon, and similarly they 
are passing on all the 
news to Clubs like ours. 
There are National and 
Area Facebook pages for 
anyone to see with lots of 
information, so again, 
please do have a look. 
 

Until next time, should 
you wish for any further 
information, please con-
tact me, Margaret Lang 
on 01865 376587. 

 

 

 
 

 
For 18 to 99 Year Olds 

Everyone Welcome 
 

Enjoyable peer led running grouped according to   
ability & fitness levels 

 

For more information (or to volunteer to help get 
things started) please contact:   
HanFree-run@outlook.com 

Hanborough  
& Freeland Running Group 

Hanborough Walking Group 

 
We are a very friendly and informal group who meet up the 
third Sunday of the month and walk for approximately 2 
hours. Some walks are local and some may be a short car 
ride away.  
 
We managed four walks in July and August—two evening 
walks and two Sunday afternoon walks. These were re-
stricted to six people, and we maintained social distancing. 
For one of the walks we met up at Alvescot and walked 
over the meadows to Broadwell and then back along part 
of the D’Arcy Dalton way. It is such a beautiful walk with a 
wonderful light and big skies.  
 
In September we will continue our walks on the third Sun-
day of the month but keep numbers restricted to six. As 
soon as government guidelines allow us to increase this 
number we will. 
 
We have about 40 people on our email list and most have 
managed some of the walks. If you would like to join our 
group, catering for all ages, please contact 
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or Ellen Armitage 
ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:lucytritton01@gmail.com
mailto:ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup, est. 1984) provides a 
high standard of pre-school education for children aged between 2 and 5 years old. We help children 
to develop and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting, which was opened in April 2019. Our 
pre-school enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transition for your child into the 
Foundation Stage of primary school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our 
Forest Rangers sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is 
committed to safeguarding, and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the chil-
dren.  
 
 

Sessions run Monday to Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy) 
Full day: 8:30am-3:15pm £30     
Lunch Club: 11:30am-12:15pm £4    
AM session: 8:30am-11:30pm £17 
PM session: 12:15pm-3:15pm £17 
 

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds. 
 

What Have We Been Up To? 

Good Luck: We would like to wish a massive good luck to the children who are starting school in the coming weeks! We 
will miss you lots but know that you are ready to get stuck into school life and will make lots of new friends. 
Summer Holiday Fun: Over the summer our Staff and children have tried to make the most of the sunshine. Toni, one of 
our lovely Deputy Managers, had a wonderful time with her family at a quiet beach in Wales. Some of our Pre-School chil-
dren have been camping, ice cream eating, duck feeding, cave hunting, castle exploring, strawberry picking, cricket play-
ing, beach visiting, wild swimming and stepping stone hopping. We can’t wait to hear all about it! 

This Term: We are so excited for the start of the new term on Wednesday 2nd Septem-
ber 2020. We can’t wait to welcome back all our children to Pre-School. We also extend 
a warm welcome to those who will be joining the Hanborough Meadows family. Whilst 
Covid-19 restrictions remain firmly in place and our extraordinary levels of hygiene and 
cleanliness continue, there is not currently a requirement for the children to return to sep-
arate bubble groups. All being well, we hope that Pre-School life will return to some nor-
mality whilst maintaining safety for all. 
Our team has many exciting plans for the new term and coming year. Our topic this term 
is ‘Into the Woods,’ where we will be looking at traditional fairy tales, modern classics and 
songs. We will also be introducing our new children to our Forest Rangers sessions with 
some activities based on the stories of The Gruffalo and Going on a Bear Hunt. 
Thanks: Hanborough Meadows has received a lick of paint over the summer and is looking fresh for the start of the new 
term. Many thanks to Adrian who did a great job! 
 
 

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:  
 

Limited Places Available from September 2020  
 

We still have some limited afternoon sessions available from September 2020 and are now holding a waiting list for Sep-
tember 2021. Although it is not currently possible to visit Hanborough Meadows Pre-School, you can take a Virtual Tour 
from our Facebook Page or website. Here you can also view our Prospectus and to find out more about what we do. Fol-
low us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news, information and events. 
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in touch. Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make a donation, how-
ever small, we would be so grateful. You can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website hanboroughmeadow-
spreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526. 
 
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way,  
Vanbrugh Meadows,  
Long Hanborough,  
OX29 8FL 
Phone number: 01865 689015 
website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk  
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Kids’ Corner 
Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

Double Cream 

Ice 

Milk 

Salt 

Scoop 

Sprinkles 

Sugar 

Summer 

Sweet 

Tasty 

Treat 

Vanilla 

S P R I N K L E S S P K U C T 

H P O U U E P Y S F A R F T W 

S C Z L E L K R G Z R L S W R 

S W O D V A R R F Q X U T G T 

M E I Z K S N E M M G V I B B 

Q A C O H M B B P A W G Q H E 

N H E S S R R W R M I L K T E 

U D J R B J Y A O Y M Q A Y X 

T R I L C J G R V O A L Y C U 

K U S Q S E S T M A O Z P A T 

I Q R X U J L S A C N O W K E 

O A C A M W T B O E O I C X E 

B A C R M M U H U C R B L G W 

U C R X E J C W S O D T V L S 

Z W Q V R Y T S A T D Q H Q A 

 

Make Your Own Ice Cream 
 

You Will Need:  
Two Tea Towels  One Large Zip-Top Bag  Two Small Zip-Top Bags  One Thick Carrier Bag  50g Sugar  

180mL Double Cream  180 mL Milk  150g Rock Salt  A Dash of Vanilla Essence  A Big Bowl of Ice 
 

Instructions:  
1. Pour the double cream, milk, sugar and vanilla into one of the small zip-top bags and zip it securely. 
2. Place the bag with the ingredients into the second small zip-top bag.  
3. Fill the large zip-top bag with ice, then put in the bagged mixture. 
4. Pour the salt over the securely zipped mixture and seal the large zip-top bag securely. The salt will allow the ice to 

become much colder, so be careful not to touch it. 
5. Wrap the bag in both tea towels to protect your hands from the cold.  
6. Place the parcel into the plastic carrier bag, keeping everything tightly wrapped.  
7. Tie a knot at the top of the carrier bag and shake the parcel for about 15 minutes. 

Keep the mixture moving so the ice cream is smooth. 
8. Wash your hands, then untie the carrier bag, unwrap the tea towels, and carefully 

open the large kitchen bag to avoid spilling the ice. Remove the smaller bags and 
remove your freshly made ice cream.  

9. Enjoy! 
 
 

Activity from: Winston, Robert. Outdoor Maker Lab: Exciting Experiments for Budding Scientists. London, Dorling Kindersley Lim-
ited, 2018. 
Photo from: http://www.lilsugar.com/Rainy-Day-Activities-Kids-23437274  
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Methodist Church  

Services 
September 

                             
  

The guidance on worship in church buildings has changed, and we are now allowed to open our churches and hold 
some limited services. There are strict rules about these services and limitations on how they are to be conducted. 
After careful consideration and discussion with the church membership, the Leadership Team have decided to leave 
things as they are for now, but obviously monitor the situation as it develops. Therefore, our weekly Zoom services will 
continue as before, and anyone is welcome to join in with those. Details on how to access them are available from Gill 
883914 or Nigel 881711.  

Please remember that we are available at all times. If you need any help at all or if you feel you need to speak to a 
Minister, please contact either: 
Minister: Rev. Rose Westwood (01993) 883614 
or Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 
Mobile: 07365325522 

The Hanborough Churches 
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.  
 

Jeremiah Ch 29 v 11 
 

The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the 
Community and will be praying for a part of the villages’ community each month. In September the focus of prayer will 

be on Abelwood Road, Brook Way, Evenlode Drive, Bolsover Close and Millwood Farm Barns. 

Letter from Our Minister 
 

D ear Friends, 
I have been challenged to explain why in such a secular 

world I believe in the existence of God. This is PART 
THREE of my story. 
As a teenager I was always hiding in the background, pro-
tecting myself from embarrassment or possible ridicule. I 
sometimes took this to extremes. I recall very clearly sitting 
on the floor in the corner of a packed sitting room one Satur-
day. It was the home of Kevin, one of my friends from St 
Andrews Church. A gang of young people from the church 
had squashed into the room. It was a frequent gathering 
place for us, as Kevin’s father Terry was also the church 
warden. The house was also directly opposite the church. 
His mother Olive fed and watered us in abundance! She was 
an ordinary but very imposing woman. At the end of our 
gathering she gave me a book that Martin, another friend, 
had just brought back from a conference, and that I should 
read. I felt obliged to take it & knew that Olive would ques-
tion me about the book when I saw her again! 
I actually found it very interesting and absorbing. I started it 
the same day and was so intent on reading it that I contin-
ued to do so in bed into the night and early morning! It was 
the account of an Anglican Episcopalian minister who was 
hungry to experience God but who felt his ministry was dry, 
arid, and devoid of God`s power. He began to pray that he 
would experience the power of God, evidenced in the early 
church as illustrated in The Acts of the Apostles. As he did, 
he began to experience different elements of the spiritual 
journey that were new to him. He began to speak in 
tongues, and as he prayed for the sick they recovered. The 
book pointed out how biblical these experiences are. It was 
fascinating (1 Corinthians 12, Acts 10 for example). 
I had never come across anyone outside of the Bible sug-
gesting these things could still happen, but it seemed logi-

cal—God does not cease to have power. I had also been 
yearning to experience more of God and not just know the 
theological & doctrinal theory. I did something quite silly! I 
hid under my sheet in bed. My parents always slept with 
their door open. I knew that sound travelled. I also remem-
bered that in Acts 2 the Holy Spirit caused quite a commo-
tion! I remember saying to God that if this was of Him and 
not something that was of his enemy, then I wanted to be 
open to whatever he wanted to do. I held out my hands and 
offered them to be used if he chose to pray with others for 
healing. I suddenly felt like I had a ball in my mouth (not 
literally!) and had to speak out. I discovered two things rap-
idly about the very foreign sounding words that came out. I 
could control the volume, and stop and start. Otherwise, I 
had no knowledge of what I was saying. It was like some-
thing enabling me to worship God from very deep inside. 
The presence of God around me in the room was mysteri-
ously tangible. The morning came and as it was Sunday I 
went to church. I was going between two at the time—this 
Sunday I was on duty as Server at Holy Cross Church and 
had to carry the cross in the procession. The Bishop was 
present for some reason. I am afraid I was so excited inside 
that I walked too fast and the procession was somewhat 
disconnected! In the sanctuary I quietly prayed under my 
breath in tongues unnoticed, somehow knowing that I 
should not speak the words out audibly. After the service I 
asked the vicar what he knew about these things, but he 
seemed not to be very interested. I think he was under-
standably preoccupied entertaining the Bishop. I quickly 
went home then out again to tell Olive what had happened. 
That night Martin, Kevin, John, and I had all had the same 
experience. Totally independently of each other and with no 
communication between us. It was remarkable, and very 
exciting. What was God doing?! AND WHY? They had all 
just crossed over from Church to the house. 
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LONG HANBOROUGH METHODIST CHURCH 

CLEANER REQUIRED 
For general cleaning duties at the church  

premises 
3 hours per week (Fridays) or by arrangement 

£12.50 per hour  
Apply to Nigel James 881711 

Olive was jealous, which startled me. I had never seen her 
like that before. She asked if we could meet with her in 
church that afternoon to pray with her to experience the 
same thing. We agreed, not really sure what we should do. 
We gathered in the chancel and gathered around Olive to 
pray—then The Holy Spirit fell on us with such power that 
we four guys began spontaneously to sing in tongues… the 
beauty of the sound reverberated around the building. It 
was awe-inspiring. We were all as amazed as each other! 
We laid hands on Olive, Martin taking the lead as he was a 
few months older than the rest of us. But nothing hap-
pened! She was very disappointed. God had to bring her to 
the point of humble repentance concerning her jealousy 
before she could move on further in her spiritual journey. 
Some weeks later she did. (Subsequently becoming a vol-
unteer chaplain in the local hospital. She was a great chan-
nel of grace and healing to many before her own death 
from cancer about five years ago.) The guys Martin, John, 
Kevin and I began to meet to pray on Friday nights regular-
ly. Much was to happen. 
PART FOUR NEXT MONTH. 
Every blessing, 
Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 Mobile:0736532552 
Associate Methodist Minister: Long Hanborough & Sutton 
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Hanborough Pre-School 
 

       Est. 1965     Charity No. 304309 
 
 

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming 
children from 2 to 5 years of age.  Government funding for 15 to 30 hours is available for children aged three years or 
over and 15 hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We 
provide a safe and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor educa-
tion. The sessions run from Monday to Thursday during school term time starting with the morning session 8:45am-
11:45 am, lunchtime sessions where children can stay and have lunch is 11:45am-12:15pm and the afternoon session 
is 12:15pm-3:15pm. Fridays Pre-School finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest School ses-
sions on Friday mornings, where the children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors. 
 
Prospective Children: Due to Covid-19 restrictions we are unable to provide visits to the setting at moment. On our 
public Facebook page—Hanborough Pre-School—and our website we have put together a little video of our Pre-
school for you to have a virtual look around. 
 
Returning Children & New Starters: We are very much looking forward to welcoming back our returning children 
and meeting all the new starters. 
 
 

      
 
Allotment: Work has continued at the allotment over the summer holidays, cultivating the vegetables so they will be 
ready for the children to pick when we visit there this term. The allotment has looked particularly lovely this year, so if 
you are passing do take a look. It is the one right at the bottom of the allotments just by the footpath from Long Han-
borough to Church Hanborough. Thank you to all the volunteers who have helped over the holidays. 
 
Term Dates:   
Term 1 – Wednesday 2nd September – Friday 23rd October 
Term 2 – Tuesday 3rd November – Friday 18th December 

 
Current Fees: Morning (8:45am-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15pm-3:15pm) are £15 per session. Lunchtime 
sessions (Monday to Thursday inc. 11:45am-1215pm) are £2 per session. For details on what sessions are currently 
available, please contact us for more information.   
 
Do contact us on the numbers below if you are thinking of booking a place for your child in the 2020/21 school year, as 
we are filling up the sessions, or email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com or download form our 
website. 
 

Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news. You can also visit our website 
for more information: http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/. 
 
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit: Call Lynda Leach (882503)         
               or the pavilion (883178) session times 
Administration             Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)   
             
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated GOOD.   



31 

 

In the Kitchen 

Sybil’s War Cake 

Ingredients 
 

For the Cake: 
3 heaping Tbsp Lard 
475mL Water 
225g Caster Sugar 
200g Brown Sugar 
1 tsp Cinnamon 
160g Raisins 
1/2 tsp Cloves 
Pinch Salt 
420g Flour 
1 tsp Bicarbonate of 
soda 
120g Chopped Wal-
nuts 
 

For the Icing: 
250g Icing Sugar 
1 tsp Vanilla 
120g Butter 
Milk to mix 

Cook’s Chatter 
 

My grandmother gave me this recipe when we last visited her in America. 
She told me how during The War, her father walked to work in the ship-
yards, and because her family did not have a car, they did not need their 
rubber ration to buy tyres. He traded their rubber stamps with the men at 
work for their sugar ration so that her mother could make this cake for a 
very special treat for her and her four sisters!  
 

Method 
1. Preheat the oven to 180°C. Grease a 9” x 12” cake tin. 
2. In a large saucepan, combine the lard, water, caster sugar, brown sug-

ar, cinnamon, raisins, cloves and salt. Boil for 5 minutes, then set 
aside to cool.  

3. Put the boiled, cooled liquid in a mixing bowl and add the flour, bicar-
bonate of soda and walnuts. 

4. Mix well and put into the greased cake tin. 
5. Bake for 30-40 minutes or until a cocktail stick comes out clean. 
6. Allow to cool, then ice the cake with the icing below. 
 

The Icing 
1. Combine the icing sugar, vanilla, and butter.  
2. Add the milk, little by little, beating the mixture all the while, until the 

icing is smooth. 
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