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The Hanborough Herald is looking for contributors. If you have any-
thing you are interested in and would like to write about as a one-off 
or on a monthly basis for the Herald, please contact Tommy Begley 
at: hanboroughherald@gmail.com. The Herald is interested in 
contributions from both young and older people on any topic, any 
length up to a full page. Even if you haven't got a specific idea but 
would like to write for the Herald, please contact Tommy (see page 
4) to discuss possible directions for your article. 

 

T he 17th century White House and last remain-
ing pub in Bladon has been saved by the com-

munity. Though not strictly an asset of Hanbor-
ough, the loss of the White House in Bladon 
would have been a terrible blow to the texture of 
our wider community. Reputed to be the pub 
where Winston Churchill “learnt to drink” during 
his time at Blenheim Palace, this historic pub is 
set to become the heart of the community once 
again. 
The White House was put on the open market in 
September 2019, and its status as an Asset of 
Community Value meant that the community had 
6 months to raise the money to put in a bid to 
buy and manage the future of the pub.  

“We were worried that the pub would be 
sold for development and so formed our 
own war cabinet to save the White House. 
We held many events, and it was clear 
that the community was behind the bid,” 

said Mike Edwards, Pub Committee Mem-
ber. After 6 months of relentless campaign-
ing, Bladon Community Benefit Society 
had over 450 shareholders and had raised 
more than £330,000 in shares. Although 
90% of shareholders come from Bladon 
and the surrounding villages, press cover-
age also sent the pub’s cause around the 
globe, and shares were purchased from as 
far away as Australia, New Zealand, USA 
and South Africa.  
The team successfully applied for Plunkett 
Foundation’s More Than a Pub grant/loan 
and put their best offer into Greene King 
just as lockdown was put into place. A nail-
biting wait until May brought Bladon the 
good news it had been waiting for, the 
community offer to purchase the White 
House had been accepted and the com-
munity were handed...  Continued on page 12…  

Photo courtesy of Ed Nix  

Churchill’s White House Saved by Bladon Community 

mailto:hanboroughherald@gmail.com
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August Report 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
The pandemic legislation has been changed to allow for online meetings, with the first held in May. All 
meetings are notified on the website and noticeboards as usual. Public participation is encouraged as 
always, and this can be by questions to the clerk or chair in advance, or by requests to speak. The clerk 
will share online joining instructions on request. 
 

New Parish Councillor  
I'm sure you will have seen my regular item here advertising a vacancy for Parish Councillor. We are pleased to an-
nounce that Paul Mowat was coopted to council in July. The current council will remain in place until May next year, 
when there will be the opportunity to re-elect councillors. 
 

Playground 
The playground and outdoor gym have reopened, and guidance posters have been displayed to highlight the following: 
Please maintain social distancing between yourself and others. Sanitise your hands before, during and after using the 
play equipment, especially after touching any of the equipment and/or access gates. Wipe equipment with anti-bac 
wipes before and after each use. Wash your hands thoroughly when you get home after visiting the play areas. No food 
or drink, and please dispose of all litter in bins provided or take your litter home with you. We will continue to follow gov-
ernment guidance on use. 
 

Inclusive Swing for the Playground 
The idea for a inclusive swing, suitable for use by children with a range of disabilities, was brought to council by a num-
ber of residents. Councillors were very supportive of the idea and would like to gather views from residents who would 
be interested in discussing ideas and requirements. Please contact the clerk in the first instance. 
 

Riely Close Recycling Point 
This area has been well used over the last few months, and residents are congratulated on their recycling efforts. We 
have been in, at times, almost daily contact with WODC about the state of the site, which has been overwhelmed with 
waste, some of which appears to originate from business or from outside the parish. Parish Council has come to the 
conclusion that it is a losing battle.  
 

Even after our persuading WODC to clear it three times per week, broken glass and other rubbish still accumulates; it 
can be dangerous as well as an eyesore. Council has had concerns for many years about the location of the facility, 
which seems inappropriate being close to the school and in a residential road. We have looked for an alternative site in 
the parish without success.   
 

Councillors voted to request removal of the facility, but before we do so, please take the opportunity to share your views 
on this decision by writing to the clerk at clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk. 
 

We propose to ask WODC to take the bins away and make the area into a properly marked out car park with cycle racks 
and possibly disabled parking spaces. 
 

Residents wanting to recycle more can now swap to a larger recycling wheelie bin for free. The current blue-lidded 
wheelie bin for recycling materials is a standard 240 litre size, but the new larger bin, at 360 litres, offers 50% more ca-
pacity. 
  

To order a free bigger recycling bin or any additional recycling container, call 01993 861000 or email enquir-
ies@westoxon.gov.uk. 
 

Parish Council S106 Presentation and Survey Results 
Thank you to those who came along to the Presentation Day on 14th March and for your valuable feedback. We have 
analysed the feedback from 60 questionnaires and the results are 58% in favour of a longer term, larger, higher cost 
community centre for a wider section of the community, 21% in favour of an immediate, small, lower cost hall for use 
mainly by youth groups and 17% in favour of neither. 
 

As 58% seemed a large enough percentage to give us the green light to move forward with the higher cost project, we 
have set up a small working party. If you are interested in being part of that working party, please contact Mike Franklin 
mikefranklin18@outlook.com 
 

Anyone interested in moving this project forward is welcome, but we would be particularly interested in anyone who has 
experience in project management, architecture, fundraising, law, finance, sport management, etc. 
 

20mph Zones 
Our County Councillor is leading an initiative to roll out 20mph zone across the county where there is local support.  
Please take time to contact him and let him know your thoughts either for or against. 
 

Parish Council Website 
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. You can also 
contact us through the website for non urgent enquiries: www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk.   
 

Reporting Highway Problems 
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway-related problems. Councillors 
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it potholes, damaged signs, overgrown paths, 

mailto:clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:mikefranklin18@outlook.com
http://www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk/
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
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For a wide range of homemade cakes, biscuits and 
scones (gluten & dairy free options available) 

 Contact Rachel - 01993 881867 
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com 

Find me on Facebook 

Ellen Armitage   Tel: 883974 
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com 
 
Peter Brittin   Tel: 881980 
email: peterbrittin7@gmail.com 
 
Jeff Borer   Tel: 882286 
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Niels Chapman (Chair)   Tel: 882932 
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Michael Franklin   Tel: 883738 
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com 
 
Rod Fraser   Tel: 880195 
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Officers of the Parish Council 
Jon Gammage: Clerk    
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS 
Tel: 07909 514884         
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer 
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and Al-
lotments matters. 
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire, 
OX29 8FN   
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com 
Office Hours: 01993  773532,  Mobile: 0776 7020 290 

Rich Fuller   Tel: 880337 
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Penelope Marcus   Tel: 881312 
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com 
 
Steve Page   Tel: 359984 
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Kerry Scarlett   Tel: 881160 
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com 
 
Lucy Tritton   Tel: 881597 
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Assisting Hanborough Parish Council 
Liam Walker: County Councillor 
Tel : 07850 014350     
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor 
Tel: 07966 796178  
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk 
 
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor 
Mob: 07768 898914  
Home: 880689  
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk 

Hanborough Parish Councillors 

etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary. The 
registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues. 
 

Planning 
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the 
decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site: 
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/. 
 

There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in 
your area. You can register at the following location: 
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/. 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
There is no ordinary meeting in August. The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 8th 
September 2020 online at 6:30pm. 
 

An agenda will appear on the noticeboards and on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk by the preceding Thursday. Members of 
the public are invited to join the meeting online or by phone and can make statements or queries by prior written request to 
the Clerk. This needs to be done by midday of the day before the meeting, and joining instructions will be provided. Please 
note that meeting dates may change. 

mailto:peterbrittin7@gmail.com
mailto:nielschapman@email.com
mailto:lucytritton01@gmail.com
mailto:merilyn.Davies@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/
http://www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk/
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Please Note… 
 

• Due to the current emergency, some dates may 
change; please contact the event organiser to 
confirm.  

• Opinions expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough 
Herald, but are the views of the contributors. 

• Advertisements appearing in this publication are 
not endorsed nor specifically recommended by 
the Management Committee of the Hanborough 
Herald. 

• If you respond to an advertisement, please 
mention to the supplier that you saw their 
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald. 

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ? 
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you, 
they are available from the following locations: The Cycle 
Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage, 
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair 
Studio or online at:                          
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/  

A Warm Welcome to All New 

Residents 

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or 

Church Hanborough and have not yet received a 

‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can 

give one to you. 

This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and 

the pack contains information with contact numbers about 

things that go on in the villages and a map to help you find 

your way around. 

Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com  
 

Has a new family arrived near you? 
 

We would love to welcome them and give them a  
‘Welcome Pack’. 

 
If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com 

Hanborough Herald  Contact Details  
 
Editor: Tommy Begley   
hanboroughherald@gmail.com   
Tel: 07796 795207 
Advertising  Officer: Val Pankhurst 
advertshh@gmail.com   
Tel: 01993 882363  
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls   
Tel: 01993 881466 
Management Committee: All of the above plus: 
Chairman: Nigel James   
Tel: 01933 881711 
Treasurer: Michael Greenway  
Tel: 01993 357014 
Member: Jane Lewis   
Tel: 01993 883077 

Waste & Recycling  
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/
jars.  
 

In GREEN weeks recycling, garden waste and food waste 
will be collected. 
 

In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be 
collected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to 
our depot via our new online form:  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin.  

5th & 19th August 

12th & 26th August 

https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/
mailto:advertshh@gmail.com
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BREAD & BUTTER CAFÉ     
CASSINGTON’S HIDDEN TREASURE 

 

 RELAX AND ENJOY QUALITY GOOD VALUE FOOD IN OUR COSY AND WELCOMING ATMOSPHERE 
 

WE NOW OFFER TRADITIONAL CREAM TEA VOUCHERS— 
A GREAT GIFT IDEA OR TREAT YOURSELF PLEASE PRE-BOOK 

 

Enjoy a variety of teas, luxurious mini cakes, delicate fresh tasty sandwiches and scones with strawberry 
jam and clotted cream, all served on beautiful china. 

Buy a gift voucher for £9 per head. we will give you a lovely voucher with coloured envelope for you to 
send to a friend or relative. 

 

Worton Park, Cassington Rd OX29 4SU 
Open 12:00-3:30pm Tuesday–Friday 
Mob: 07771933059  Café: 01865 882627 

 

Find us round the back by the pool 
Plenty of parking (south carpark) 
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Eynsham Medical Group Newsletter  
An Update from Chloe Appleton, Deputy Practice Manager 
 

Here at Eynsham Medical Group we have been adapting our services to meet the needs of 
our patients more effectively, especially during these extraordinary recent times. We would 
like to thank the community for being patient and understanding with all of the changes we 
have introduced recently. These developments were being devised prior to Covid-19, and it 
was decided that it would be most suitable to roll them out during the pandemic. The new 
system means that patients will only be coming to the surgery if absolutely necessary, 
thereby reducing footfall to the surgery and risk to staff and patients alike. The practice 
nurse team until recently have been targeting our higher risk patients with chronic disease 
problems. They are now looking to extend their chronic disease monitoring/long term condi-
tions work to catch up and hopefully get ahead in case of a second spike of Covid-19 infec-

tions in the autumn. This work will be done through a mix of face-to-face appointments with health care assistants for blood 
test and other physical monitoring checks, telephone and video appointments, and texting of health questionnaire forms, 
the details from which are reviewed by the practice nurse team and incorporated into the patient notes system. 
 

In other news:  
 

We have introduced eConsult: 
eConsult is an excellent feature on our website in which you can submit your medical enquiry, and it will be reviewed by a 
clinician and responded to within 24 working hours. We highly recommend this option, as our lines are busier than usual, 
and we may have fewer members of staff available to answer calls in the coming months with the continuing situation. 
 

Doctors appointments will be bookable on the day: 
If you need medical advice, you can call to speak to a patient care advisor as normal and you will be booked a telephone 
appointment initially. The clinician will then call you that day, and if it is necessary to see you at the surgery face-to-face, 
they will arrange this with you on the call. We believe this gives greater flexibility and access to your GP.  
Following NHS guidance, the EMG are now requiring all patients/visitors to wear a face mask when attending both surger-
ies. This is regardless of whether you are being seen by a clinician or visiting the pharmacy/dispensary. 
 

Lastly, Eynsham Medical Group would again like to say thank you: 
 

Thank you for all of the support and donations we’ve received. We have been fortunate enough that we’ve had volunteers 
delivering prescriptions, medications and assessment packs for patients that have been shielding to and from the surger-
ies. This has been a smooth operation and aided us to continue treating patients at higher risk. We commend the local 
communities on the ‘rallying together’ we’ve witnessed. We’ve received donations of PPE, wash bags and facemasks from 
a great number of members of the community, including local businesses. These have helped us more than you will know. 
 

Dispensary/Pharmacy update from Supervisor Sara Barrett: 
You will now need to allow 7 calendar days before collecting an ordered repeat prescription. 
Please do not attend early or come to the surgery before the 7 days, as we need to reduce footfall to the surgery in line 
with the Government’s rules on social distancing.  
Dispensary opening hours update: 
Eynsham Dispensary – Monday-Friday: 09:00-12:00 and 15:00-18:00. Late night opening Wednesday until 18:30. 
Long Hanborough Pharmacy  – Monday-Friday: 09:00-13:00 and 14:00-18:00. Late night opening Wednesday until 18:30. 
 

An Update from the Hospitals (JR, Churchill, NOC and Horton)  
As previously advised, since  Monday 29 June, our hospitals have been following the ‘rule of one’—one visitor per patient, 
for one hour per day. Visitors will be able to visit one ward and must use designated entrances at our hospitals. Teams 
will be on hand to welcome and guide visitors. This was initially in place between Monday and Friday. Since Saturday 18 
July we have opened this up to include weekends—meaning that visiting at our hospitals will be seven days a 
week. The same rules apply as during the week—one hour slots will be booked in advance by staff on the ward who will 
contact patients’ next of kin to arrange the appointment. Some areas will operate a little differently to this rule—please see 
below: 
 

• For women who are in giving birth, the guidance has not changed. They can still have one birth partner only. Other 
areas in maternity should follow the one hour rule.  

• For child patients (up to and including the age of 17 years old—one parent or guardian for as long as required, but 
no siblings, as previously . 

• Patients with learning disabilities are allowed, as previously, to have a carer who is able to support them.  

• Patients at the end of their life (arrangements need to be agreed with the ward manager or nurse).  

• Intensive care units (arrangements as agreed with the nurse 
in charge). 

 

Visiting is not allowed in the following areas:  
 

• Outpatient departments. 

• Wards where we are treating patients with COVID-19. 

• Our Emergency Departments and Emergency Assessment 
Units. 
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There are obviously exceptional circumstances that will require case-by-case assessment, including child patients, patients 
with learning disabilities, designated carers, and people who can’t make decisions for themselves. These will be consid-
ered on an individual basis.  
We will display information across our hospitals using posters and our digital screens.  
 

The Oxford Diabetic Eye Screening Programme:  
This is not currently in operation, and they say that they do not have any projected date as to when it will re-start. Patients 
on this programme and who already have annual tests will be contacted when it has re-started.   
They suggest that if any diabetic patient (or anyone else) has any concerns at all concerning their eyesight, they should 
visit their own optician. If the optician picks up anything that requires further checks or investigations, they should be able 
to refer that patient to the Oxford Eye Hospital. 

What’s Bin Happening..?  
 

R esidents are being reminded to check what they are 
placing in their recycling bins, as contamination is in-

creasing. The Council has noticed an increasing number 
of items such as nappies, food and plastic bags being 
placed in the blue-lidded bins. 
Recycling crews will be checking bins, and any containing 
incorrect items will not be emptied. It will then be the 
householder’s responsibility to remove the contamination 
before the next collection. 
Cllr Norman MacRae, Cabinet Member for the Environ-
ment, said:  
 

“While we appreciate household waste has been 
increasing with so many residents in lockdown re-
cently, there is no excuse for contaminating recy-
cling. The message is clear—we will not take con-
taminated recycling, as it can negatively affect the 
entire load. We urge residents to take responsibility 
for their rubbish and what they are placing in the 
recycling bins.” 

 
Anyone requiring guidance on what can be recycled and 
which bin to use should see: 
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/what
-to-put-in-your-bin/ or ring 01993 861000. 
 
In other news, a rolling programme has been launched by 
the council which will see both litter and dog waste bins 
replaced by our waste contractor Ubico. 
First to be upgraded were those in Witney, including 
Church Green, and the move has been welcomed by Cllr 
Norman MacRae, Cabinet Member for the Environment. 
He said, “These new bins will really encourage people to 
dispose of their litter and dog waste responsibly, and I be-
lieve they will have a positive impact on our environment 
across the District. But if they are full, please ensure you 
take your waste home rather than dumping it on the 
ground—for everyone’s benefit.” 
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Woodstock & District U3A 
 

Covid-19 continues to curtail Woodstock U3A activities. 
Our AGM took place 28 July by Zoom, monthly speaker 
meetings cancelled, 'National U3A Day'  postponed till 2 
June 2021. Diligent working groups keep in touch on-line. 
More detail at www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock.    

Elderberries  
Well, we are now over halfway through 2020 and still 
waiting for the time we at Elderberries can all meet 
again. But until that day, we are remembering some 
of the happy times we have had and will again. This 
photo is at the Yeoman, where we enjoyed our an-
nual summer lunch, looked after by Trevor and his 
fabulous team as always. As you can see, we tend 
to take over when we are all together, but Trevor 
always makes sure everyone is made comfortable, 
never hurried and allowed to take their time, and it is 
this consideration and kindness which brings us 
back to the Yeoman twice a year.  
Sadly, we missed our lunch date this year, and we 
will see what the future brings in regard to our 
Christmas lunch. So until we all meet again, we will 
look at this photo and look forward to the next Yeo-
man lunch, because Trevor hasn’t seen the last of 
us yet! 
Gill Grahame - manager 

North Leigh Roman Villa 
 

Mosaics to Open in August—FREE 
 

O n two weekends in August—8th/9th; 22nd/23rd—the 
mosaic house of North Leigh Roman Villa will re-open 

11am to 5pm, Saturday and Sunday. These are Oxford-
shire's only Roman mosaics still in their original location. 
Lockdown restrictions in 2020 have delayed the re-opening 
until now of the mosaics, last regularly open to visitors al-
most 30 years ago.  
A new team of local volunteers, working with English Herit-
age who manage the site, will make it possible to see the 
3rd century AD mosaics once more. As the mosaics are 
housed in an enclosed space, access will only be by timed 
ticket, available on the day, at the site.  
Safety is a paramount concern, and at busy times it may 
not be possible for everyone who wishes to see the mosa-
ics to do so. Please be understanding. Afternoons tend to 
be more popular times with visitors. The site is entirely free 
and large enough for safe social distancing during your 
visit. There is room to picnic (please take your litter home), 
but currently there is no WC on site. It is a pleasant walk 
from the village to the villa, so please consider leaving your 
car at home.   
Donations to the work of restoring and enhancing the North 
Leigh site are most welcome.  
To become a Friend of North Leigh Roman Villa, which is 
free and allows you to keep up with future developments 
and events on the site, please contact:  
NLRVvols@gmail.com. 
 

Mosaic House Open Days, 2020 11am – 5pm: 

August: 8 & 9; 22 & 23 

September: 12 & 13 
 

For more details about the openings please visit: 
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/north-
leigh-roman-villa/  
or  Facebook: @northleighromanvilla 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock
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1st Hanborough Freeland Scout 

Group 
 

The Oxfordshire Scouts have 
been issuing new guidelines fol-
lowing government advice about the pandemic. They 
will be conducting risk assessments before any local 
Scouts groups will be allowed to meet, and no face-to-
face gatherings will be allowed without permission from 
the District Commissioner. We will keep our members 
updated as we receive new information about what 
Scouting will look like moving forward.  
Meanwhile, to keep yourself informed with news from 
the national Scouts association, follow them on Twitter 
@UKScouting and Facebook @scoutassociation. 
 

Please also visit our website for regular news updates 
from us, too! 
www.hfscouting.org.uk 
 

All activities have now stopped for the summer holidays, 
but we are hoping that our Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 
Explorers will be able to resume at least some kind of 
group participation as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 

This continues to be a challenging time for all of us. 
Thank you as always for your support and understand-
ing. This has not been the year that we were expecting, 
but we have been impressed by the resilience shown by 
our young people and our volunteers. 
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their migrations can be spectacular, with many thousands 
arriving on our shores. It is a strong flyer and migrates north-
wards from the desert fringes of North Africa, the Middle 
East, and central Asia, to re-colonise mainland Europe, Brit-
ain and Ireland; it can reach as far as Orkney and Shetland.  
Of our own butterflies, the ones you are most likely to 
see in your garden are the Brimstone (Gonepteryx 
rhamni). There is a view that the word 'butterfly' originates 
from the yellow colour of male Brimstones. The Red Admiral 
(Vanessa atalanta). It has a taste for rotting fruit. The 
Whites: in the UK there are four common white butter-
flies that are frequently seen. These are the Large White 
(Pieris brassicae—the infamous Cabbage White), 
Small White (Pieris rapae), Green-veined White (Pieris na-
pi) and Orange-tip (Anthocharis cardamines). The Peacock 
(Aglais io), Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae) and Comma 
(Polygonia c-album). 
Butterflies you might see out while you are walking are: 
the Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina). This is one of our 
commonest and widespread butterflies. Speckled Wood 
(Pararge aegeria) commonly found on woodland edges. 
Small Skipper (Thymelicus sylvestris) can be found on 
rough grassland, along woodland edges and roadside verg-
es, and anywhere else with plenty of grasses. If you are 
lucky, you may see the spectacular Silver Washed Fritillary 
(Argynnis paphia). This large, fast flying butterfly has been 
seen locally and in reasonable numbers perching in on 
plants in sunny glades in woodlands  
As the Hanborough Herald does most of its printing in black 
and white I won’t reproduce images of the butterflies here. 
There are some really good sites to help you identify the but-
terflies you are seeing, so I have listed some of those below.  
www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk: 
Garden-butterflies-Early-Summer-Wild-Oxon-3.6.2020.pdf 
This pdf offers a good and clear selection of photographs 
butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/identify-a-butterfly 
 

www.ukbutterflies.co.uk is a site designed for a community 
of butterfly enthusiasts in Britain & Ireland. It is more tech-
nical but has some really interesting information—check out 
the Species pages and the Glossary. 

                    By a Country Girl  

Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats 

I f you are out and about along woodland margins and 
glades or meadow grassland you will see lots of butter-

flies flying. So far it’s been a good year for them. Sadly, we 
don’t have species-rich meadow grassland around the vil-
lage. It is generally a rare habitat, as so much land is in-
tensively farmed. There is some in Oxfordshire, and there 
are some very small patches here and there around near-
by villages, such as Combe, where farm machinery can’t 
reach to plough, fertilise or a conservation strip has been 
left uncultivated. Though not in the same abundance as 
you would find on these wild strips, many of the butterflies 
that frequent wild habitats do come into gardens, and 
many of the species you will see out on woodland margins 
and grassland can sometimes be found in gardens in Han-
borough.  
All butterflies go 
through a complete 
metamorphosis. 
This extraordinary 
process has four 
stages: Eggs are 
laid on plants by 
the adult female 
butterfly. All butter-
flies have specific 
host (food) plants. 
This may be a sin-
gle type of plant or many different ones. Larvae are the 
caterpillars. This is the feeding stage and time of growth. 
When the caterpillar is fully grown, it stops eating and be-
comes a Pupa (the transition stage). The pupa of butter-
flies is also known as a chrysalis. Depending on the spe-
cies, the pupa/chrysalis may be suspended under a 
branch, hidden in leaves or buried underground. 
This stage can last a few weeks, a month or even long-
er.  Finally, the butterfly breaks out of its chrysalis to be-
come an adult butterfly (the reproductive stage).  
In the UK, there are 56 species of butterfly. Of these, 
up to 22 can be recorded in gardens. Sadly, 
five butterflies have become extinct in Britain in the 
last 150 years. One of the five has fared better, the Large 
Blue (Phengaris arion), which became extinct in the British 
Isles in 1979, has been the subject of a highly-organised 
and successful reintroduction programme. Today it can be 
found on 33 sites. One, Hartslock, is in Oxfordshire. It is 
worth saying more about this butterfly, as the successful 
reintroduction of the Large Blue is made even more re-
markable, as it has an elaborate lifecycle. The larvae 
(caterpillar) initially feed on the flower-heads of Wild 
Thyme (Thymus polytrichus), but from their fourth instar 
(moulting), they then spend most of the year feeding 
on the grubs of a Red Ant, (Myrmica sabuleti). Not great 
news for the ant, but without them the Large Blue would 
not exist.   
There are also up to half a dozen or more butterflies 
that visit us regularly from abroad and some can breed 
here in warm weather. Among the most commonly seen of 
these is the Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui). In some years 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/nature-reserves/hartslock
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM 
 

Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, 
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor 

Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our Priest. All are welcome. 
    Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR     Phone: 01865 881613     Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 
 

 
Our Church is now OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASS, but only on Saturday night at 5:00pm and Sunday Morning at 10:00am. 
Everyone has to be masked, and appropriate hygiene and social distancing measures are in place with stewards on duty 
to make sure everyone keeps to the regulations. Capacity is limited, so the church only opens 15 minutes before each 
Mass, and it is possible that if you come at the last minute there might not be room for you. Father Mark, the Parish 
Priest, still says Mass privately every weekday inside the church, and 
Father Martin, the retired Priest also says Mass every day in his home in 
Eynsham. This means that you can always contact one or other of them 
by email or phone to ask for special prayers. Just remember that you 
are being prayed for. On the church website, you can click on 
‘Newsletter’ to see Father Mark’s message each week and his reflection 
on the Sunday readings and also see Father Martin’s weekly homily/
sermon on Youtube.  
 
Our normal Mass times when we are allowed to reopen are: 
Sunday Mass is at 10:00am with a Children’s Liturgy during Mass 
And Saturday for Sunday at 5:00pm 
Mass also Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays at 9:30am, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays at 10:00am 
Bible study after Mass on Wednesdays 
Adoration after Mass on Fridays 

The Parish Priest: Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries by 
phone on 01865 881613 or email stpeter-
schurcheynsham@gmail.com 
The Retired Priest: Father Martin Flatman is available on  07719 646790 
or email frmartinflatman@gmail.com    

You can also watch Mass from many other Church-
es live or recorded online. There is a great selection 
of churches to choose from using these platforms: 

•Churchservices.tv is a platform that connects 
communities and provides churches with a space to 
broadcast—particularly Mass, Adoration and prayer. 

•https://www.mcnmedia.tv/ is another platform 
that does the same and includes Corpus Christi, 
Headington in Oxford 

•Blackfriars, Oxford is a Catholic House of Domini-
can Friars in Oxford, and the advantage of going to 
this site https://www.youtube.com/user/
Godzdogz is that instead of seeing a single priest, 
you see the whole religious community taking part, 
and you can either view this live or view it when it 
suits you, as they are all recorded. 

•The National Catholic Shrine to Our Lady at Wal-
singham has a full broadcast schedule—including 
Mass, Rosary, Vespers, Exposition, Mass in Latin 
and even some talks. View it at  https://
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/ 
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Calling All Hanborough Cyclists ………………………. 
 

The Government has just announced the New Era of Cy-
cling and Walking as part of their strategy for green and 
active transport, in which they are investing £5 billion. For 
cyclists, that will mean more protected bikes lanes, dedi-
cated cycle routes and greenways linking villages, towns 
and cities. 
 

If you are fed up with inconsiderate drivers speeding 
through Hanborough, unreliable bike lanes, the absence 
of cycle routes, potholes, nowhere to cycle safely with 
your kids, if you’re a cyclist or would like to get on a bike 
but for the dangerous road conditions, then sign up to 
 

Hanborough Bike Forum 
 
We are campaigning for government funds to establish 
safe and favourable conditions for cycling in Hanborough, 
conditions that encourage and enable us all to lead active 
and healthy lives. Join Hanborough Bike Forum and join 
the campaign.  
 

Whatever your age, from young to old, whether you bike 
to shops, to school, to the station, or to work, or you’re 
into long distance Audax/competitive cycling, please join 
the group. 
We will campaign for safe cycle routes 
on the A4095 to Woodstock and Wit-
ney, on the dangerous Lower Road to 
Eynsham, down the narrow Swan 
Lane to Combe, or on any local public 
routes cyclists use. 
 

Contact hanbikeforum@outlook.com 

Housekeeper Available 
 

Trustworthy, reliable local house-
keeper with high standards and 
10 years' experience in private 

homes now has rare openings in 
her schedule. 

 

Will manage all related house-
keeping tasks including cleaning, 
ironing, cooking, shopping and 
house management supervision. 
Excellent references available. 

Satisfaction guaranteed! 
 

  Katie 07511 307868 

… Continued from front page 

the keys to their pub on 23rd July 2020. 
Randolph Churchill, great grandson of Sir Winston Churchill 
commented,  

“This is joyous news. It is great for Bladon, Blenheim 
and Churchill. With communities coming closer to-
gether at this challenged time it is thrilling that 
through your own and the whole community’s en-
deavour you can maintain the flag flying above the 
White House.” 

More than 100 communities in the UK have purchased their 
local pubs, and every one of them continues to thrive. The 
White House will offer a whole host of services including a 
café, shop and meeting place for many groups. The search 
for a tenant is underway, and a plan for essential renova-
tions has been drawn up. If all goes well, the White House 
will reopen in September 2020. 

“It was a real community effort and even the global 
coronavirus pandemic didn’t stand in our way. These 
unprecedented times have boosted Bladon’s commu-
nity spirit even further. We can’t wait to raise a social-
ly distanced glass with our fellow shareholders and 
supporters!”  

said Rachel Guest, Bladon Community Pub Committee. We 
are still fundraising in order to improve the fabric of the 
building and bring community services to life. If you wish to 
contribute to the project, you can make a donation on the 
website: https://bladoncommunitypub.org/ 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bladoncommunitypub/ 
Twitter: @Bladon_Pub 
Email: bladoncommunitypub@gmail.com 
For more information contact Rachel Guest: 
Tel: 07960 238530  
Email: bladoncommunitypub@gmail.com 
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rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

WI News 
So here we are again with no resumption of our monthly WI 
meetings in the near future. Disappointing for all members, 
but our Committee have been meeting regularly via Zoom 
and have devised a newsletter for us all to enjoy at home 
once a month. Members have been contributing, letting us 
know what they have been up to with new recipes, sewing 
projects, jokes and quizzes, as well as the occasional view 
of the world during lockdown on offer. Our County Federa-
tion office has also been informing us of things that we can 
access via their website with talks and demos. 
I do hope that you all keep well, and Hanborough WI looks 
forward to getting together again and to welcoming new 
members when life returns to normal. 
Best wishes to you all. 
For more information contact me, Carol Bower on 01993 
881930.  

Thank You 
 

The plant sale at the end of Millwood End raised a total of 
£646.00 in aid of Sobell House. Many thanks to those who 
supported it by buying and contributing plants. The plant 
sale would normally have taken place at the MRC Weath-
erall Institute of Molecular Medicine, but due to lockdown, 
this was not possible. Each year we choose a local charity 
to support, aiming to raise around £2000 with a number of 
events. Due to Covid-19, it looks as though this will be the 
only event that will be possible, so your support in raising 
this amount is really appreciated. Sobell House is close to 
many families in the village who have received support 
from them.  
 

Kathryn Robson 

Star Cakes, Long Hanborough 
‘creating cakes for you since 2002’ 
Quality celebration cakes for every occasion 
 
Call Jane Dyson on:  
(01993) 882133, email: 
starcakes@talktalk.net 

 
 
 

 
I wish to take this opportunity to say a big thank you 
to my neighbours Philip and Ruth and their three 
daughters Daisy, Anna and Martha.  
During the lockdown they have been so kind and 
helped me out in any way they could. I have had 
many delicious home cooked meals and my shop-
ping has been brought to me on a weekly basis.  
Their kindness has enabled me to feel and stay 
safe during this difficult time.  
So many thanks, 
Anne Hale  

A Big Thank You 

FREE Reclining Knole 

Armchair  

It has been recently 
covered and is in good 
condition. Though free, 
a small donation to the 
British Heart Founda-
tion would be appreci-
ated. Please Contact 
Jan for further infor-
mation on: 
01993 881408 
Or email her at:  
leejanine@tiscali.co.uk 
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Saxon Evening, Viking Dawn (Part 2 of 3)                                                                  by divalde 
The untold testimony of Rose, the first lady of Hans Borough 

 
 We thanked the people of Egonesham, loaded the waggons and departed. At first Walter and the brothers argued 
they should stay and father said they could if they wanted, he was not their lord. But when it was time to go it was all of us. 
The three waggons trundled out onto a north bound track that took us further up and further in. 

We left by a small trail through the woods toward Tilgarsley a village due north who the Abbot said were bitter 
warlike people prepared to live outside of Egonesham and defy the Hwicce. Perhaps we should talk! But the reception was 
hostile and we were driven off with spears and rocks hurled from behind a low stockade. They had become a brutish peo-
ple frightened to leave their compound. Insults were hurled and we moved on.  

In silence we continued to climb. I watched the shadows in the dense woods and imagined more than I saw until 
the evening came and we broke through to a ridge top where the pearlescent glow of a full moon brought us to a clearing in 
the trees. Looking back I know we should have continued west along the ridge and back into the trees or perhaps attempt 
the slope down to where the tributary river had turned north west. We should have crossed the Hwicce dyke. Instead an 
evening mist hung lightly between the trees trapping the moon’s august glow and we made camp, never to move on. 

I recall a sense of coming home and in the morning we unhitched the mules and unloaded the waggons. Alwyn and 
Walter took to the woods to hunt, moving west along the ridge. They returned with venison and said they had seen the 
dyke but we resolved to stay. Mother called it providence. 

The glade was no more than a thinning of the trees and so with axe and sweat it was cleared and the fallen lumber 
used to construct three simple cabins, sealed with the rich clay earth and roofed in branches from the forest. The wisdom of 
staying became inherent in the warm breeze and the kindness of the woods. Hunting and foraging were good and the earth 
was fertile.  

We had barley and legume seeds which we sewed in the rich red soil, ploughing the earth with the mules and 
shares Walter had brought. We fell into an easy rhythm. The fathers and Edmund cleared more of the trees and worked the 
land, Alwyn taught my brother to hunt and Wilf even made his own bow. Mother, Alice, and us girls foraged, mended and 
cooked. Honest labour and fellowship…it was all any of us could have wished for. 

A shallow pit in the woods showed signs of quarrying from a much earlier time. Earth had covered the open cast 
mine but thin iron ore deposits were discovered. We may not have struck gold, but we had something more valuable, the 
means to make tools. Father had some rudimentary knowledge of smelting from his own father which he passed on to Wilf. 
In time they were able to extract enough iron and to create enough white heat to craft rudimentary tools. The source was 
finite but precious enough in the early stages of our settlement.  

Barrows in the deeper parts of the wood further west spoke of ancient lords and a passing culture lost now to all 
human memory. But in these days there were no signs of the Dene or the Hwicce and our self-confidence grew. In the em-
bers of each day, we gathered and we talked of the future. Backs ached but spirits were high as each passing day forged 
three families into one. Silences spoke of good will and contentment. Ten souls on the brink of a new life.  

We did not know then that malevolent eyes were watching us from across the valley.  
 
They came out of the dawn mist like wraiths, slowly making their way between the trees, up the steep wooded 

slope from the narrow valley below. I remember father stopped chopping wood. Wilf was at the forge and Walter and Al-
wyn were away hunting. I watched from the window, as four black horses drew to a halt in front of father. The visitor’s 
faces were hidden beneath masks of iron, fir and hide and each head bore a bestial crown; bear’s claws, raven wings, bull’s 
horns and stag’s antlers. They were the Hwicce. They were armed with implements of violence, axes, spears and battered 
rusting swords. 

The Stag spoke in a strange guttural tongue which I did not recognise. Mother came to me as we watched. Father 
made it clear he could not understand him. He was alone in front of the four horses. His fist gripped the axe more tightly. 
The rider’s heads turned as Edmund approached holding a long knife at his side. One of the riders laughed. Mother would 
have gone to father’s side but I held her back. I knew the ways of savage men and the sight of a woman would only in-
flame whatever was on their minds. 

The Stag spoke again, spewing noises that seemed to rasp and serrate the air. The Stag’s mouth and tattooed jowls 
were visible and contorted with primal fury as if the very air were offensive to him. His hand rested upon the hilt of his 
sword. Father and Edmund stood their ground. The Stag pointed to the small field, a few hides of barley.  

An awkward silence followed. Then the Bull rode his horse over to the field and slowly deliberately trampled 
down the new crop. Edmund made a move but I saw father restrain him 

“You want fealty. Is that it?” Father said. 
I wondered whether this was the arrangement with the people of Tilgarsley. Father pointed to the damaged crop 

and tried to gesture giving some to them. Did the stag understand? We never found out because the Bear had seen me at the 
window. Father glanced around and waved us back, but the Bear was transfixed. His intentions all too clear. Father stepped 
across his horse, but the Bear just cut him down with his sword. Edmund struck back with the knife but he was trampled 
down by all three horses. The Bull joined them as they advanced on our cabin. 

Mother left the cabin to go to father but the Bear dismounted and slapped her to the ground. This gave the Stag 
time to jump down and kick open the cabin door. It was all I could do not to scream. I would not give him reason to hurt 
me, or show fear. He grabbed at me but I shrank back. He eventually took me by the hair and dragged me out. But he had 
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not reckoned on the Bear who clearly believed I was his and tried to take me. The Stag overpowered him and roared some-
thing in their intelligible, ugly tongue. While I bit back the pain of his grip on my hair, I thought they were going to fight, 
but Stag’s authority held sway. He remounted and pulled me up in front of him.  

Mother screamed, Edmund was back on his feet but Father was unable to move, blood seeping from a deep neck 
wound. Alice the wife of Walter was at the window of her cabin on the far side of the clearing and it was all mother could 
do to bid her and her daughters to stay where they were.  

The Bear, was not prepared to leave empty handed and came over to mother and took her by the waist to drag her 
across his horse. An arrow hit him full in the neck and he tumbled wildly from his horse into the dust. Mother scrambled 
away. By the edge of the woods Alwyn was notching a second arrow while Walter dropped the deer he had across his 
shoulders and ran forward, spear in hand.  

The Hwicce were not warriors but predators and cowards, unprepared to fight when they could run. The three rid-
ers took off through the oaks and chestnuts, taking paths known only to them. I looked back over my captor’s shoulder and 
saw mother go to where father lay. Alwyn and Walter were giving chase on foot. 

 
We rode for more than an hour and I felt my resolve draining away the further we went. I knew I would die at the 

hands of these barbarians. By noon we stopped and rested up in a cool clearing domed by a canopy of luminous oak leaves. 
Their conversation was angry and fierce. I saw recrimination and confusion. Clearly they had not reckoned upon anyone 
fighting back.  

As they argued the Stag turned his attention to me. He began to stroke my hair. I drew back and they all laughed. I 
feigned indifference. That was when the stranger on the grey horse entered the clearing from the opposite direction.  

The talking stopped and hands dropped to weapons. The intruder remained steadfast. The Raven said something 
and the others laughed turning their horses to face the stranger who looked straight at me and ignored the men either side. 
The clearing held its breath. I just stared as he gently urged his horse forward, stopping within a sword’s length of the three 
riders. He had not yet touched the great broadsword at his belt. 

“The girl…,” he said, in poor Saxon and reached out his hand. Steely blue eyes told them this would be their one 
chance. The Raven and the Bull looked to their leader who stared straight ahead at the stranger. One of the riders garbled 
something. I was pushed to the ground as the air bristled with supressed violence. The Hwicce drew their swords. 
 
Next month: Rose’s fate and the identity of the stranger.  
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planning application for an inclusive and sustainable 
scheme. The application has aimed to establish a bench-
mark for community engagement. Local residents and front
-line service providers have been closely involved in the 
design process through a series of events, exhibitions and 
study tours of other award-winning developments.  
A two-day interactive design workshop in May 2019 was 
attended by over 100 residents, community groups and 
stakeholders, including Natural England, the Building Bet-
ter, Building Beautiful Commission and local landowners. 
Salt Cross is the first new community outside London de-
signed to act on the ambitious sustainability goals set last 
year by Grosvenor Britain & Ireland to address the climate 
emergency. Commitments include: 
 

1. A net biodiversity gain will be achieved, with 40% of the 
site remaining undeveloped, including just under four hec-
tares of new woodland planted to preserve and improve 
natural habitats and capture carbon. 
2. 20 per cent of the village’s energy demand will be met 
using renewable sources. Land will be safeguarded for a 
smart energy hub to connect to renewable energy projects 
and for an electric vehicle charging station. 
3. All homes will be energy efficient, with a focus on build-
ing fabric that outperforms current Building Regulations 
The entire site will use electricity for heating and hot water 
to help save up to 80 per cent of carbon emissions com-
pared with gas heating. 
4. Walking and cycling will be encouraged by a network of 
green, segregated routes linking homes and workplaces, 
including a dedicated cycleway to Hanborough Railway 
Station. 
5. Opportunities to design in further sustainability measures 
to help meet local aspirations around net zero carbon will 
be explored through the build-out period for the develop-
ment.  
 

The application is the largest to date for Grosvenor’s Stra-
tegic Land division, which aims to have a portfolio of at 
least 30,000 homes by 2023. Silvia Lazzerini, project direc-
tor for strategic land at Grosvenor Britain & Ireland, said, 
 

“This application is the result of extensive dialogue 
with the community, council and stakeholders to 
make sure we understood and listened to local priori-
ties and shaped our masterplan around them. The 
Oxfordshire Garden Village presents a fantastic op-
portunity to deliver the homes that the area needs.  It 
is also a chance to set a new benchmark for what a 
sustainable, deliverable development at scale can 

The garden village set for the site north of 
Eynsham (south of Hanborough) has been 
named 
 

A  competition to identify the name generated 115 entries 
which had to be measured against a published set of 

criteria. Salt Cross was chosen because it can be specifi-
cally linked to the site as historic Salt Way and Saxon Way 
cross over on the site. As such, the name is unique to its 
location. Cllr Jeff Haine, Cabinet Member for Strategic 
Planning, said, 
 

“Finding a name for the garden village has been a 
lengthy process, but it was important that we get it 
right, as the village will hopefully remain here in per-
petuity. Salt Cross is an excellent choice because it 
can be so closely identified with the history of the 
area. The village is itself creating a little bit of West 
Oxfordshire history, and the name is a nod to both 
the past and the future.” 

 

Grosvenor Britain and Ireland, land promoters acting on 
behalf of the owners of the site, are supportive of the 
name. The decision on the name was approved by the 
Council’s Cabinet on Wednesday 22 July. The Cabinet also 
recommended approval of the draft Garden Village Area 
Action Plan (AAP) so that it can go forward for a six-week 
public consultation. The AAP will provide the next level of 
detail in the legislative framework against which the recent-
ly submitted outline planning application will be measured. 
Grosvenor Britain & Ireland has lodged an outline planning 
application for Salt Cross. The application has sought to 
adapt garden village principles for the 21st century, ensur-
ing it will meet the community’s future economic and social 
needs, while paving the way for a substantial reduction in 
carbon emissions.   
The masterplan sets out provision for 2,200 homes, new 
primary and secondary schools, sports facilities, parks, al-

lotments and 57,000 sq metres of employment space. The 
new employment park is designed in particular to attract 
advanced manufacturing businesses. The site was one of 
14 garden villages endorsed by the Government in 2017 to 
help meet the UK’s housing need. Grosvenor was appoint-
ed in the same year by local landowners to bring forward a 

Welcome to Salt Cross 
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Freeland Nurseries 
 

Wroslyn Road 
Freeland 

OX29 8AQ 
Open Monday- Saturday 
9.00am-5.00pm; Sunday 

9.30am-5.00pm 
Tel:- 01993 881430 

Website: 
www.freelandnurseries.wordpr

ess.com 

Ornamental trees and shrubs 
Herbaceous plants 
Grasses and ferns 

Hardy palms, bamboos and 
olive trees 

Eggs, jams, pickles and local 
honey 

look like. From the outset, our vision has been to cre-
ate a new community which respects the natural en-
vironment—a place where people and nature can not 
only live alongside one another, but actually thrive 
together. This outline masterplan is an early step on 
that journey to establish a neighbourhood that will 
grow and strengthen over time.” 

 

The application comes as a key piece of legislation for the 
site, the Area Action Plan (AAP), nears completion. The 
AAP is the culmination of comprehensive work involving 
public meetings, events and consultations along with the 
compilation of expert reports showcasing the concept, vi-
sion and proposals for the garden village. It will provide the 
legislative framework against which the outline planning 
application will be measured. The final public consultation 
relating to the garden village AAP will take place this sum-
mer now that it was approved on the 29th of last month by 
full council. A planning hearing is anticipated in the autumn 
with adoption by the Council by the end of the year. Cllr 
James Mills, Leader of West Oxfordshire District Council, 
said, 
 

“This is a major step forward along the road to seeing 
the Garden Village become a reality. We will continue 
with public consultation and community engagement 
which are vital elements of this process. It is im-
portant that everyone appreciates there will be two 
lots of consultation running closely together—one for 
the Area Action Plan and one for the outline planning 
application from Grosvenor Developments. They 
serve different purposes, and if you want your views 
to carry maximum weight please respond to both. 
These are exciting developments which will help 
bring the Garden Village project to life in the not too 
distant future.” 

 

AECOM acts as planning consultant for the project, with 
Terence O’Rourke delivering design and master planning 
and Stantec providing engineering support. Details of the 
plans will be published on the West Oxfordshire District 
Council website for the public to view in due course 
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning-and-building/
planning-policy/oxfordshire-cotswolds-garden-village/ 
 

https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/oxfordshire-cotswolds-garden-village/
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/oxfordshire-cotswolds-garden-village/
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Though public services within the Church of England are largely on hold, our life as a Christian community continues, and 
we would like to share some of our activities with you. Please contact a member of our clergy team if you are interested. 
Should you wish to join our Zoom Service at 10:00am on Sunday morning for worship and our email circulation list, please 
email administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk. 
 

Alternatively, you can also join services at 10:00am every Sunday morning on the Oxford Diocesan Livestream. You can 
also catch up at any time. https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ 
On the www.hanboroughparish.co.uk website, you will find resources to support home-based prayer, bible readings, and 
worship. 
 

Useful Contact Details: 
 

Associate Vicar: Rev. Sue Spankie  
Tel: 01993 706469     
email:  
revsue@gst.org.uk  

CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH  

with CHRIST CHURCH and MANOR SCHOOL, LONG HANBOROUGH 

August Report 
 

As before, we hope that this August edition of the Hanborough Garden Club 
report finds you all well. The weather has been something of a mix this month 
but we hope you’ve enjoyed your gardens and any garden projects. The Grow 
for Hanborough Facebook page shows you’ve been busy with diverse and nu-
merous projects, including plant swaps for eggs, harvesting gluts of apples, a call for a group purchase of rock dust 
(soil improver) and a discussion about organising a virtual Hanborough Show.   
The Hanborough Garden Club website https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/ has also been busy with links to 
informative sites, such as ‘growing food in small places’ and ‘saving water in the veg garden’.  And we would still like to 
see more images of your garden on the Club’s gallery; please use the Contact button the website and attach your pho-
tographs to an email.  
The village planters are being maintained and watered by Club members, and the grasses are looking good.  
All local nurseries and garden centres are now open under Covid-19 guidelines, and the compost shortage now seems 
to have been resolved although grow bags and organic compost, and seaweed solution, are more difficult to find.  
The garden club talks and trips are still much curtailed by the Covid-19 restrictions, but the committee is in talks with 
various sites and speakers about future events, possibly in August/September. The club committee are now in discus-
sions with the Recreational Hall about setting up talks from September. We hope with some contingency these can go 
ahead. We will let you know how things progress. We are also in discussion with various parties regarding the August 
picnic to North Leigh Roman Villa and will be in touch with members with concrete information soon. In the meantime, 
it does look as if Long Hanborough village gardeners are being upbeat about the current torrid situation, and we all 
hope that there will soon be some light at the end of this particular tunnel.  

Opening Churches in the Hanborough and Freeland Benefice 
 

The guidance on worship in church buildings is changing, and we are now in a position where it is possible to open our 
churches and hold some limited services. However, there are strict rules about such services and limitations on how they 
can be conducted. After careful consideration, we are pleased to be able to open St Mary’s in Freeland for private prayer 
from Saturday 4th July. The church will be open from 9:00am to 6:00pm on Tuesdays and Saturdays only, with some re-
stricted access. There will be notices on the notice boards and in church detailing hygiene precautions and rules regarding 
social distancing. Please observe these notices to help keep us all safe. We will continue to monitor the situation and may 
change these plans as the situation develops. In addition, the wardens and clergy would also like to explore the level of 
interest in a monthly benefice communion service at Peter & Paul. It would be held at Peter & Paul, as it is our largest 
church and the one best suited to allow for internal social distancing and separate entry and exit points. This would be a 
simple service, without music, and there would be strict limits on the number of people who could attend. It would be nec-
essary to book in advance to attend the service. We expect, if there is interest, that the first service would be held on Sun-
day 2 August at 6:00pm. If you would value this ministry and be interested in attending the service on Sunday 2 August, 
please email Louise at administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk to express your interest.  

Curate: Rev. Emma Hopegood Jones  
Tel: 01993 881936 
email:  
curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

Curate: Rev. Mike Madden 
email:  
curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

mailto:administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
http://www.hanboroughparish.co.uk/
mailto:revsue@gst.org.uk
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/
mailto:curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk
mailto:curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk
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A Letter from Our Curate 
 
 

D ear friends, 
Today I want to briefly explore what it means to love your 

neighbour as yourself. In the gospel of Matthew when Jesus was 
asked a tricky question by the Pharisees who wanted to know 
what the greatest commandment was, Jesus said the following: 
“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind’. This is the first and great command-
ment. And there is a second like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour 
as yourself’. The whole of the Law and the Prophets depends on 
these two commandments.” (Matthew 22:36-40) 
Over the last few months, as we all begun to adjust to the ‘new 
normal’ of living, working, studying and shopping during the Covid-
19 pandemic, many of us have been learning what it means to 

both love our neighbours as well receive love from our neighbours through numerous acts 
of kindness. We have discovered that our neighbours are everyone we encounter in our 
everyday lives, not just the people next door! It has been wonderful to watch as a variety of 
people moved by a fundamental concern for ‘their neighbours’ have set up neighbourhood 
WhatsApp groups, delivered shopping, helped out with Zoom technology, worn facemasks 
and provided others with some, or simply asked after people’s wellbeing as they crossed 
paths in the street. When humanity follows Jesus’s simple encouragement to love our 
neighbours, we see humanity at its best. My prayer for us as a community is simply this: 
that when the Covid-19 pandemic crisis is finally declared over and our lives begin to return 
to some semblance of normal, that we shall continue to grow in both loving our neighbours 
and receiving love from our neighbours as our daily experience. If we can as a community 
grow in this simple principle that Jesus expressed, then we shall be rich indeed. 
 

Blessings, 

Rev. Mike     
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Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club 
 

Hello, readers. We are sadly still not meeting, and it 
looks like it will continue to be so for yet a while, but we 
are trying to make the best of it. 
The committee are having a monthly Zoom meeting to 
keep in touch, at which we plan ways to keep in touch 
with our members. 
 

We are missing our annual outing to Green and Gor-
geous and our summer soiree, at which we have the 
most delicious supper and lots of fun. 
 

We continue to receive news from the National Associ-
ation of Flower Arranging Societies, but it is not good, 
as all National and World events have also been can-
celled.   
 

I am delighted to tell you that the Bladon and Wood-
stock Flower Club now have a Facebook page, so if 
you are on Facebook, please go into it. 
 

Our Chairman Ann gave a lovely flower demonstration 
for all our members on Zoom, using flowers she had 
picked from her allotment, and 
as it was very successful, I am 
sure she will do another one 
very soon. 
 

That seems all for now, but if 
you would like to know any fur-
ther details about our club, 
please contact me on 01865 
376587. 
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Hanborough Pre-School 
 

       Est. 1965     Charity No. 304309 
 

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming chil-
dren from 2 to 5 years of age. Government funding for 15 to 30 hours is available for children aged three years or over 
and 15 hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We provide a 
safe and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The ses-
sions run from Monday to Thursday during school term time, starting with the morning session from 8:45am to 11:45am, 
lunchtime sessions where children can stay and have lunch is from 11:45am to 12:15pm and the afternoon session is 
from 12:15pm to 3:15pm. Fridays’ Pre-School finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest School 
sessions on Friday mornings, where the children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.  
Term 6: We were finally able to re-open on Wednesday 24th June, following completion of the works to connect the Pa-
vilion to the main sewer. It was so lovely to welcome back the children in their “bubble” groups, and they have worked 
really well. Sadly we say goodbye to Vicky—we wish her well and will miss her. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Allotment: We have enjoyed visiting the allotment and getting outside as much as possible over these last few weeks. It 
is looking really lovely at our allotment—do have a look when you are passing. 
 
Leavers: We send best wishes to all the children moving on to school in September. Leavers’ pressies have been given 
out—we hope they enjoy them. 
 
Prospective Children for September: Due to these unfortunate circumstances, we are unable to provide visits to the 
setting at moment. We are hoping this will change soon and that we can arrange an open day with booking by appoint-
ment to come and see us. In the meantime, on our public Facebook page, Hanborough Pre-School, we have put a little 
video of our Pre-school to share with your child.  
 
Term Dates:   
Term 1: Wednesday 2nd September–Friday 23rd October 
Term 2: Tuesday 3rd November–Friday 18th December 
 
New starters will be told their starting dates when we email/send our welcoming letters and information out, and we look 
forward to welcoming them and those children coming back. We will keep you updated on any developments in respect 
of Covid-19.  
 
Current Fees: Morning (8:45am-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15pm-3:15pm) are £15 per session. Lunchtime 
sessions (Monday to Thursday inc. 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2 per session. For details on what sessions are currently 
available, please contact us for more information. You can also now place your child on the list to start in September or 
later in 2020/21 school year. 

Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news.  
 
You can visit our website for more information: http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/ 
 
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit: Call Lynda Leach (882503)         
               or the pavilion (883178) session times 
Administration             Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)   
             
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated GOOD.   
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Newsletter 24 — August — Looking ahead…  

Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA) 

 

I n August, it makes sense to look ahead to September. 
At the point of writing, nature is green, abundant and the 

weather often wonderfully warm and inviting, but ‘time 
stops for no one,’ and the weeks will soon fly by. It is im-
possible to predict how things will be then, as Covid-19 
will still be with us, and so much is still unknown about 
how it is yet to affect us all. There is one certainty 
though—as September heaves into view, and with it au-
tumn, we will be entering a new phase of weather and 
seasonal change. For gardeners and allotmenteers, we 
usually think of this as the start of the new gardening year, 
as this is the time when we review the successes and fail-
ures of the year just gone and begin to make plans for the 
growing seasons ahead.  
It was certainly a challenging growing season this year 
with extreme early heat, then a cold spell of rain that did 
go some way to lessen the need for watering, but not until 
we had contended with poor or no germination of beans 
particularly, and losses of squashes and other tender 
plants. It is, however, the way of allotmenteering that 
much is unpredictable and that some things will do well 
when others don’t. This year it’s a good fruiting year for 
cherries, plums and a wealth of soft fruits, such as cur-
rants and gooseberries. Salad crops have also done well, 
and it looks as though it’s going to be a bumper year for 
apples, pears and blackberries, so lots of scope for freez-
ing and jam making. Yes, the leaves will be on the turn, 
signalling that winter is on its way, but as one observer of 
the seasons noted… 
 
“Autumn carries more gold in its pocket than all the other 
seasons.“ 
                                                                           Jim Bishop  
 
Good crops depend on good preparation. To thrive, plants 
need to get their roots into good soil, so September is a 
great time to build up compost heaps. Homemade com-
post is really wonderful stuff, and having a compost bin(s) 
is a very worthwhile addition on the allotment. As you go 
round the plot, dig up and compost any vegetable plants 
that have finished their season. You can speed up the 
composting process by chopping everything up as it goes 
in the bin. It is also time well spent if you pick out any 
weed plants as you go and dispose of them, as their 
seeds will be the bane of your life for seasons to come if 
they find their way into the compost heap.  As the saying 

goes, “one year seeding is seven 
years weeding!” There are quite a 
few composting guides available 
via the web. This one is pretty 
comprehensive: www.allotment-
garden.org/composts-fertilisers/
composting-making-compost/
how-to-make-compost/  
 
‘Experience is a master teacher, 
even when it’s not our own’, so 
you can also ask fellow allotment-

eers for advice, as many will have a wealth of experience 
they will be happy to share with you.   
The Association welcomes new members. If you have a 
plot on Hanborough’s Cemetery Allotments and you would 
like to join the Association, just email us—
hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.com. The benefits of 
joining the Association can be found on the allotment no-
tice board. If you would like to rent an allotment, contact  
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com or 01993 773532, 
Mobile 0776 7020 290.  

Image—source from cutcaster.com 
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                           A Job Done Well: 
            Carpentry, furniture assembly 
            Doors hung, door locks fitted 
            Curtain rails and blinds fitted 
            Gutters cleared; fencing                          
            Painting and decorating 

Rob Atkinson 
Property maintenance & high quality DIY 

Tel: 07876-275300  
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 

 No job 
too small 

 

 

 
 

 
For 18 to 99 Year Olds 

Everyone Welcome 
 

Enjoyable peer led running grouped according to   
ability & fitness levels 

 

For more information (or to volunteer to help get 
things started) please contact:   
HanFree-run@outlook.com 

Hanborough  
& Freeland Running Group 

Hanborough Walking Group 
 

We are a very friendly and informal group who meet up the 
third Sunday of the month and walk for approximately 2 
hours. Some walks are local, and some may be a short car 
ride away.  
 

2020 has been a challenging year for everyone, but we 
were very pleased to be able to set up and organise a few 
walks in July, one a mid-week evening walk—in the rain 
but still very enjoyable—and a Sunday walk. We hope to 
have a few walks as well in August. These walks are lim-
ited to six people, and we socially distance for everyone’s 
safety. Both August walks are now full. 
 
We have a group of about 40 people on our email list, and 
most have managed some of the walks. If you would like 
to join our group, catering for all ages, please contact 
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com or Ellen Armitage 
ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk 
 

We will circulate information about these walks to our 
email list a week before the walk. 

mailto:lucytritton01@gmail.com
mailto:ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup, est. 1984) provides a 
high standard of pre-school education for children aged between 2 and 5 years old. We help children 
to develop and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting, which was opened in April 2019. Our 
pre-school enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transition for your child into the 
Foundation Stage of primary school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our 
Forest Rangers sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is 
committed to safeguarding, and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the chil-
dren.  
 
 

Sessions run Monday to Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy) 
Full day: 8:30am-3:15pm £30     
Lunch Club: 11:30am-12:15pm £4    
AM session: 8:30am-11:30pm £17 
PM session: 12:15pm-3:15pm £17 
 

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds. 
 

What Have We Been Up To? 

It has been a very busy time. For those children moving on 
to start School, staff have been helping them to prepare 
whilst also creating special memories in their final weeks at 
Hanborough Meadows Pre-School. Child-led learning and 
‘capturing the moment’ are key elements of our ethos. The 
children have had some wonderful learning opportunities in 
recent weeks, having found some caterpillars and also a 
toad (which they named ‘Toady’) in our outdoor space. 
Staff encouraged children to take a closer look at Toady 
(whilst keeping him safe in a Perspex container). The cat-

erpillars were also of great interest to the children; learning about their life cycle, what they eat and where they live, and 
how they develop into butterflies. 
 

Farewell: Today we hosted our annual Leavers 
Party for those children starting School in Sep-
tember. Although slightly different this year, the 
children came together to celebrate their time at 
Hanborough Meadows Pre-School. We would 
like to say ‘Goodbye’ and ‘Good luck’ to the chil-
dren starting School and are very much looking 
forward to welcoming the younger children back 
in September, as well as our new starters. Our 
new term starts on Wednesday 2nd September 
2020. 
 

Thank you: This term has been very challenging for our Staff, Com-
mittee, parents and children alike. Our wonderful team has worked 
tirelessly to ensure that the children are having the best time at Pre-
School, learning lots whilst also keeping safe. Staff have gone 
above and beyond, undertaking additional cleaning responsibilities 
as well as preparing end of term reports, providing handovers to 
new teachers and organising the party. We are so grateful for all of 
their hard work and dedication and wish them a well deserved rest 
over the summer. 
 

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:  
 

Limited places available from September 2020  
 

We still have some limited afternoon sessions available from September 2020 and are now holding a waiting list for Sep-
tember 2021. Although it is not currently possible to visit Hanborough Meadows Pre-School, you can take a Virtual Tour 
from our Facebook Page or website. Here you can also view our Prospectus and to find out more about what we do. Fol-
low us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news, information and events. 
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in touch. Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make a donation, how-
ever small, we would be so grateful. You can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website hanboroughmeadow-
spreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526. 
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way,  
Vanbrugh Meadows,  
Long Hanborough,  
OX29 8FL 
Phone number: 01865 689015 
website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk  
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Kids’ Corner 
Sea Sponges 

F R J T Y S J P L O P Y Q S N 

J I V L K Y W F C H P A E U B 

U A L H A U O E I B U L S O L 

T E S T Z O A Y Z X C S Y R C 

J S J J E N F Y C I E D B O H 

D L K N F R G X T J B D Q P A 

X O A L L T F R B R O N Q M N 

R W O S S J A E Y I S T Y I G 

D O O X L P X J E E S W I D E 

R G S S T G N Z A D J N H I S 

K J Y N D B N W A T E R G S H 

Q P A B K I B I C I P R I F A 

H L A M Y B H C V W A J G N P 

P S I M P L E A N I M A L S E 

E G N O P S A E S B L S J D P  

CHANGE SHAPE 

FILTER FEEDER 

FIXED 

JELLY 

LIVING 

OCEAN FLOOR 

PLANT PARTICLES 

POROUS 

SEA 

SEA SPONGE 

SIMPLE ANIMALS 

SLOW 

WATER 

Sea Sponge Tig 
 
Have you ever heard of such a thing as a sea sponge? 
They are actually living sponges that live on the bottom of 
seas and oceans. They eat by taking in the water around 
them and filtering it through their porous, or holey, body. 
They eat the tiny plant particles and pass the water back 
out of their body. Because they eat in this way, they are 
called filter feeders, like many other ocean creatures such 
as clams, oysters, krill, and even baleen whales! Sea 
sponges do not have organs, which makes them simple 
animals. Instead, their insides are made up of a jelly-like 
substance, which can move around so that the sponge can 
even change the shape of its body. Sea sponges do not 
move around like you or I do. They are fixed, or attached, to 
the ground, much like a sea anemone, but some can move 
very, very slowly over the ground. The sponges that you 
have in your kitchen are most likely not sea sponges. How-
ever, you can use those kitchen sponges to create a sea of 
sponges to play Sea Sponge Tig. 
Info & photos from: https://kids.kiddle.co/Sponge 
You Will Need:  

 

1 Bucket  Water  4-6 Sponges  3 or more players 

Instructions: 
 

1. Create your ‘sea.’ Fill your bucket with water and add the 
sponges. 
2. Choose one person to be ‘It’. They can only tig other 
players using a sponge from the bucket.  
3. If whoever is ‘It’ misses, they must pick up the sponge 
and put it back in the bucket to use it again. A player cannot 
be tigged if a sponge did not come straight from the bucket. 
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Methodist Church  

Services 
August 

                             
  

The guidance on worship in church buildings has changed, and we are now allowed to open our churches and hold 
some limited services. There are strict rules about these services and limitations on how they are to be conducted. 
After careful consideration and discussion with the church membership, the Leadership Team have decided to leave 
things as they are for now, but obviously monitor the situation as it develops. Therefore, our weekly Zoom services will 
continue, as before, and anyone is welcome to join in with those. Details on how to access them are available from Gill 
883914 or Nigel 881711.  

Please remember that we are available at all times. If you need any help at all or if you feel you need to speak to a 
Minister, please contact either: 
Minister: Rev. Rose Westwood (01993) 883614 
or Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 
Mobile: 07365325522 

The Hanborough Churches 
[Jesus said,] ‘I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. 
In this world you will have trouble, but take heart! I have overcome the world’. 

 

John Ch 16 v 33 
 

The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the 
Community and will be praying for a part of the villages’ community each month. In 

August, the focus of prayer will be on Roosevelt Road and Pinsley Road. 

Letter from our Minister 

D ear Friends, 
 

I have been challenged to explain why in such a secular 
world I believe in the existence of God. As I explained in the 
introductory article last month, whilst I am hesitant to talk 
about myself, I decided that I can only address the issues in 
any meaningful way if I do. This is PART TWO of my story. 
Coming from a non-believing home where God was merely 
an expletive had not provided great insights into the exist-
ence of God! My discovery of “Christian Disciples”—people 
actively trying to live the teachings of Jesus—was, however 
my first “Revelation.” Although I was young and only at Sun-
day School, I discerned the contrast between “these people” 
and my family. I was surprisingly introverted and quiet as a 
lad after my parents’ divorce, so engaging with conflict was 
incredibly challenging for me. I spent hours in my bedroom 
just on my own. I was a veracious reader. I devoured the 
Secret Seven and Famous Five, and endless sci-fi books. I 
took to reading the Bible. 
I wanted to read it all, so I started with Genesis. The book of 
Numbers was a struggle—but I was determined! I soon dis-
covered that as a young believer I would not just be left to 
enjoy my new experiences—I would have to justify them. My 
stepfather was very opposed to my getting over-involved. 
Doing good deeds was ok. He could understand that. He 
had appreciated the work of the Salvation Army when he 
lived in London, but this “Bible and Prayer Lark” was another 
ball game. It was in his mind like catching “Religion”. 
Over the years, he constantly asked me complex questions 
with a view to tripping me up. He wanted to put me off. “Why 
do children die so young?” “Why does God allow millions of 
people to die in earthquakes?” “Why does the Vatican have 
so much wealth?” The questions were relentless. All this did 
was to push me towards learning more about theology and 
the bible. I remarkably managed on numerous occasions to 

hold my ground! I recall vividly one Sunday lunchtime when 
we were sat having our roast when he asked if I had been 
to church that morning. He got up late, and rarely before I 
returned from church, which was early. I sheepishly said 
yes, knowing he was in a foul mood. He grabbed a large 
spoon & hit me extremely hard on the head with it. It made 
my nose bleed profusely. He left the table and went up-
stairs. Years later he apologised and admitted he had gone 
to his bedroom and had broken down. He was always more 
tolerant of my Faith after that. 
At some point during my teens I was sick. I think it was only 
chicken pox, but it lasted a while. Also, my mother suffered 
from depression & was in and out of hospital. My discipline 
lapsed and I did not go to church for a few months. That 
was until a school friend of mine invited me to go to his 
church mid-week to help cut down the overgrown grave-
yard. I was about 15, and it sounded fun. I quickly got in-
volved and started attending on a Sunday. 
It was different from St Andrew’s, the Church of England 
church I had attended for Sunday School and into my early 
teens, which was Evangelical, with relatively fundamentalist
-type teaching. Holy Cross was Anglo-Catholic and very 
ceremonious. I was soon roped into becoming a “server” at 
Communion, and to carry the cross in the procession, 
dressed up in the typical costume dress of the middle ages! 
I felt a bit stupid dressed in it, but the people were kind and 
took me to heart. I even got invited out for tea by a rather 
eccentric old lady (for years afterwards my mum used to 
prepare extra Christmas dinner for her). I joined the adult 
study group. I was the youngest there and certainly not an 
adult. I learned a great deal, but it was very cerebral. Theol-
ogy, Philosophy, Ethics and Morality, Liturgy. It helped ad-
dress some of the hard questions, but I did not really en-
gage with God himself, just teaching and ideas about Him. I 
hungered to encounter God himself. When I was about 17, 
I unexpectedly, and in hindsight now think providentially, 
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COMPUTER HELP 
 

Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades. 

Digital Photos.   Virus Protection and Removal. 

 
                                         

Call or email me, Len Kehoe    phone: 01993 810125 

- Computer Science graduate     mobile: 07944 877437 
with over 30 years experience    email:    thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

       – based in Woodstock                web:     www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

 
 

‘Sunday Friends’ 
Would you like some company on a Sunday 

afternoon? Maybe you live alone, or are a carer- 

if you need fresh surroundings  

and would enjoy a friendly chat,  

then this is for you! 

We invite you to come and join us for tea and 

cake and good company! 

 

There will be no tea 
this month at the 

   Long Hanborough Methodist Church 

 

 

A warm friendly welcome awaits!  

  for further info, 

 Please contact Judy Haynes 01993 882379 

met the new vicar’s wife from St Andrew’s Church. She told 
me about a weekly Bible Study group that met in people’s 
homes. It was for all ages and had some guys attending of 
the same age as myself. I started to go along, whilst con-
tinuing to go to Holy Cross on Sunday mornings. It was the 
beginning of a somewhat amazing adventure. Olive, my old 
Sunday School teacher was a member, and the first occa-
sion I attended the group it was in her home. She and her 
husband Terry immediately recognised me and were over-
whelming in their welcome. She remembered that I had 
disrupted her lesson by insisting she explained how she 
knew God exists. 
I attended the weekly Bible Study for many months and 
began to see how the theological theories were lived out in 
these people’s experience. I learned a lot of practical skills 
as we took turns irrespective of age to prepare to lead the 
group. I more tangibly sensed the presence of God but 
longed for more. 
I wanted to KNOW HIS PRESENCE. On occasions, I was 
awestruck by a mysterious stillness and peace when I 
prayed and read the Bible but longed for more. 
Martin, John, & Kevin were three young guys in the group. 
Kevin was Terry & Olive’s son. What was to happen to the 
four of us, and in time to Billy, another lad who joined the 
group later, was to transform our lives beyond all imagina-
tion. I wanted to meet God more intimately. I was about 
to… We began to meet together on a Friday evening… we 
could never have envisaged what God was about to do! 
PART THREE NEXT MONTH. 
 
Every blessing, 
Rev. Charles Harris  
(01993) 358707 Mobile:0736532552 
Associate Methodist Minister: Long Hanborough & Sutton. 



30 

 



31 

 

In the Kitchen 

Beetroot Chocolate Velvet Cake 

Ingredients 
 

For the Cake: 
75ml milk  
2 tsp lemon juice 
250g raw beetroot 
1½ tsp wine vinegar 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
125g unsalted butter 
or margarine 
2 large eggs 
250g self-raising flour 
200g pitted dates 
3 tbsp cocoa powder 
1½ tsp baking powder 
 

For the Icing: 
100g soft medjool 
dates (pitted) 
2 tbsp cocoa powder 
Pinch of salt 
50g of butter or mar-
garine  
1/2 tsp vanilla extract 

Cook’s Chatter 
 

Thinking of what to do with the current glut of beetroot? This indulgent cake is amazingly 
free from any added sugars or sweeteners, thanks to the sweetness from the beetroot and 
dates (even the icing)! With all the vitamins and minerals as well as fibre from the fruits and 
veg in this sweet treat, it could even be considered a supercake? Regardless, it’s blooming 
tasty and has quickly become a family favourite.  
 

Method 
1. Preheat the oven to 180°C/160°C fan/Gas 4. Grease two same sized round cake tins with 

a bit of butter and dust with flour. 
2. Combine the milk and lemon juice in a small jug and set aside. 
3. Finely chop the beetroot and plop into a blender with the dates, milk and lemon mixture, 

vinegar and vanilla extract. Blend to a fine smooth purée. 
4. Add the butter to the purée and give it another whizz. Add the eggs and whizz once more 

until well combined and smooth.  
5. Pour the mixture into a large mixing bowl and sieve in the flour, cocoa powder and baking 

powder into the purée. Mix well until everything is combined but don’t over work it.  
6. Divide the mixture between the two lined tins and bake for 30-40 minutes, until a skewer 

inserted into the centre of the cake comes out clean. 
7. Once baked, place the cakes cooling rack for 10 minutes before gently removing from the 

tins and allowing to cool completely. 

The Icing 
1. Cut the medjool dates up into little mushy pieces and place in a bowl with the cocoa pow-

der and a pinch of salt. Add a small splash of water, a drop of vanilla extract and the but-
ter. Using a fork, slowly combine the ingredients until they become somewhat lighter and 
creamy. (You can come to the same ends with less effort by popping all of these ingredi-
ents into a blender and whizzing them all up.) 

2. Now fill those two cool cakes with the icing and there you have it! A delicious fruit and veg 
fuelled cake. Enjoy. 
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