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Tired of the Icy Platform at 

the Train Station, Leaves on 
the Line Delaying Your Com-

mute? 
 

These could be things of 
the past in the not too 
distant future 
 

A utomatic de-icing concrete 
on platforms set to banish 

slippery surfaces in winter, 
and a rapid seat reservation 
swapping service to guarantee a seat could 
soon make journeys easier, following a na-
tional competition to make the railways clean-
er, greener and more passenger-friendly, the 
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has an-
nounced.  
The Department for Transport, in partnership 
with Innovate UK, has awarded 25 pioneering 
projects a share of £9.4million in the 2020 
First of a Kind (FOAK) competition which en-
courages innovation in the rail industry. Inven-
tors have come forward with a host of ambi-
tious projects to transform rail travel including 
low-energy concrete slabs which automatical-
ly heat up in freezing conditions to help pre-
vent passengers from slipping on icy plat-
forms, and the Seatfrog Train Swap app 
which will allow passengers to quickly and 
remotely update their seat reservation to an-
other service. Several winning projects will 
also help deliver the Government’s ambition 
to reduce the railway’s environmental impact 
and support decarbonisation, including a 
world first zero emission machine for remov-
ing and replacing rails, and hydrogen-based 
steam turbines to provide zero-emission, low-
noise rail freight. 
Other schemes supported by the competition 
include next generation lightweight composite 
poles to provide passengers with faster, more 
reliable 5G Wi-Fi and the development of saf-
er and more resilient glazing for train win-

dows, to help prevent glass windows being 
smashed and protect passengers. 
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said,  

“I am delighted to announce the win-
ners of this year’s First of a Kind com-
petition which will support better, more 
environmentally friendly journeys. Cru-
cially, these pioneering projects will 
also ensure that passengers have a 
more efficient, reliable and responsive 
railway, making their journeys easier. 
From clever technology on platforms to 
prevent icy surfaces, new ‘seat-
switching’ apps and improved 5G Wi-Fi 
connections, harnessing innovation will 
be crucial to modernising the network 
and making our railways greener and 
cleaner, as we look to the future.” 

Ian Campbell, Executive Chair of Innovate 
UK said,  

“These high quality projects illustrate 
the appetite of UK organisations to de-
velop new and exciting innovations for 
rail transport that improve passengers’ 
user experience, that optimise railway 
efficiency, and are environmentally sus-
tainable.” 

Now in its fourth year, the competition was 
open to organisations of all sizes and sec-
tors whose technologies could help to cre-
ate a greener, more cost-effective...  
                               (Continued on page 8) 

Photo 
courtesy  of 
A & J Smith 

The Hanborough Herald is looking for contributors. If you have an-
ything you are interested in and would like to write about as a one-
off or on a monthly basis for the Herald, please contact Tommy 
Begley at: hanboroughherald@gmail.com. The Herald is particu-
larly interested in contributions from young people on any topic, 
any length up to a full page. Even if you haven't got a specific idea 
but would like to write for the Herald, please contact Tommy to dis-
cuss possible directions for your article. 

mailto:hanboroughherald@gmail.com
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July Report 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
Due to the pandemic legislation has been changed to allow for online meetings with the first 
held in May.  All meetings are notified on the website and noticeboards as usual.  Public par-
ticipation is encouraged as always and this can be by questions to the clerk or chair in ad-
vance, or by requests to speak.  The clerk will share online joining instructions on request. 
 

Playground 
The playground and out door gym remain closed at the time of writing and we ask residents to 
continue to respect this closure.  In the mean time we have taken the opportunity to treat some weeds growing through 
the matting and in mid June the grass was cut in readiness for reopening when allowed.   
Many of you will also be aware of the major pruning to the large tree adjacent to the playground.  Although very severely 
reduced, we were pleased to be able to save this beautiful tree. 
 

20 mph Zones 
Our County Councillor is leading an initiative to roll out 20mph zone across the county where there is local support.  
Please take time to contact him and let him know your thoughts either for or against. 
 

Annual Parish Council Financial Audit 
We are pleased to report that the annual internal audit is complete with no significant issues raised.  Councillors ap-
proved the accounting statements and these will be submitted for the second stage of the annual auditing process. 
 

Riely Close Recycling Point 
This area has been well used over the last few months and residents are congratulated on their recycling efforts.  We 
are working with WODC to increase the number of collections as the site is often overloaded. 
Residents wanting to recycle more can now swap to a larger recycling wheelie bin for free.  The current blue-lidded 
wheelie bin for recycling materials is a standard 240 litre size, but the new larger bin, at 360 litres, offers 50% more ca-
pacity. 
West Oxfordshire’s recycling is collected fortnightly in the blue-lidded bin and glass is collected separately in a black 
box. However, food waste is collected weekly.  Recycling materials collected in the blue-lidded wheelie bins are card-
board, paper, foil, cartons, aerosols, food tins, drink cans, plastic bottles, tubs and trays.  

To order a free bigger recycling bin or any additional recycling container, call 01993 861000 or email enquir-
ies@westoxon.gov.uk 
 

Parish Council Website 
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site.  You can 
also contact us through the website for non urgent enquiries. 
www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk.   
 

Reporting Highway Problems 
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems.  Councillors 
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths 
etc.  The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary.  
The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues. 
 

Planning 
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the 
decision to grant or otherwise.  Applications can be viewed at the following site. 
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in 
your area.  You can register at he following location.  
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/ 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 14th July 2020 online at 6:30pm. 

Hanborough Show 2020 
 

CANCELLED 
 

As you will be aware, the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic means it is vital to limit social contact and avoid 
large gatherings. For that reason the Committee have made the difficult decision to cancel this year ’s show on Saturday 
12th September. We know this will be disappointing as it’s a highlight of the village calendar and many people put a great 
deal of time and effort into preparing their exhibits for the show, but our priority has to be ensuring the event can run safely 
and successfully. The show will return bigger and better in September 2021 and we look forward to your support then. 

 
Thank you for your understanding. 

The Show Committee 

mailto:enquiries@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@westoxon.gov.uk
http://www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk/
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/


3 

 

Ellen Armitage   Tel: 883974 
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com 
 
Peter Brittin   Tel: 881980 
email: peterbrittin7@gmail.com 
 
Jeff Borer   Tel: 882286 
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Niels Chapman (Chair)   Tel: 882932 
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Michael Franklin   Tel: 883738 
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com 
 
Rod Fraser   Tel: 880195 
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Officers of the Parish Council 
Jon Gammage: Clerk    
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS 
Tel: 07909 514884         
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer 
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and Al-
lotments matters. 
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire, 
OX29 8FN   
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com 
Office Hours: 01993  773532,  Mobile: 0776 7020 290 

Rich Fuller   Tel: 880337 
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Penelope Marcus   Tel: 881312 
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com 
 
Steve Page   Tel: 359984 
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Kerry Scarlett   Tel: 881160 
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com 
 
Lucy Tritton   Tel: 881597 
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Assisting Hanborough Parish Council 
Liam Walker: County Councillor 
Tel : 07850 014350     
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor 
Tel: 07966 796178  
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk 
 
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor 
Mob: 07768 898914  
Home: 880689  
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk 

Hanborough Parish Councillors 

mailto:peterbrittin7@gmail.com
mailto:nielschapman@email.com
mailto:lucytritton01@gmail.com
mailto:merilyn.Davies@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
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Please Note… 
 

• Due to the current emergency, some dates may 
change; please contact the event organiser to 
confirm.  

• Opinions expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough 
Herald, but are the views of the contributors. 

• Advertisements appearing in this publication are 
not endorsed nor specifically recommended by 
the Management Committee of the Hanborough 
Herald. 

• If you respond to an advertisement, please 
mention to the supplier that you saw their 
advertisement in the Hanborough Herald. 

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ? 
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you, 
they are available from the following locations: The Cycle 
Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage, 
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair 
Studio or online at:                          
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/  

A Warm Welcome to All New 

Residents 

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or 

Church Hanborough and have not yet received a 

‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can 

give one to you. 

This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and 

the pack contains information with contact numbers about 

things that go on in the villages and a map to help you find 

your way around. 

Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com  
 

Has a new family arrived near you? 
 

We would love to welcome them and give them a  
‘Welcome Pack’. 

 
If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com 

Hanborough Herald  Contact Details  
 
Editor: Tommy Begley   
hanboroughherald@gmail.com   
Tel: 07796 795207 
Advertising  Officer: Val Pankhurst 
advertshh@gmail.com   
Tel: 01993 882363  
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls   
Tel: 01993 881466 
Management Committee: All of the above plus: 
Chairman: Nigel James   
Tel: 01933 881711 
Treasurer: Michael Greenway  
Tel: 01993 357014 
Member: Jane Lewis   
Tel: 01993 883077 

Waste & Recycling  
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/
jars.  
In GREEN weeks recycling, garden waste and food waste 
will be collected. 
In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be 
collected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to 
our depot via our new online form:  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin.  

8th & 22nd July 

1st, 15th & 29th July 

https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/
mailto:advertshh@gmail.com
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A Letter From The Editor 
Tommy Begley 

 

 
 

 

 

COMPUTER HELP 
 

Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades. 

Digital Photos.   Virus Protection and Removal. 

 
                                         

Call or email me, Len Kehoe    phone: 01993 810125 

- Computer Science graduate     mobile: 07944 877437 
with over 30 years experience    email:    thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

       – based in Woodstock                web:     www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

 
 

 

D ear Hanborough, 
Firstly, I must apologise for the lack of a May Herald. 

April made for quite the confusing and tumultuous month, 
and after weighing up everyone's feelings on the matter, 
we decided that it was best to play it safe, count our cards 
and wait for things to settle down somewhat. Which brings 
me to June’s Herald (No.426) being so packed to the raft-
ers that I had no choice but to cut my letter completely to 
make way for the fantastic articles and other submissions 
from everyone around the village. Time and time again I 
am truly blown away by the passion, care and tenacity we 
Hanbrites put into our community; even when things get 
tough we continue to pull together and offer all the support 
and help that we can. Thank you all so much for the time 
and effort you put into making the Herald what it is, we 
simply couldn’t do it without you. 
Which leads me conveniently to my Call For Papers adver-
tised on the front cover. I was left so inspired by all of the 
amazing contributions that came in without any prompting, 
I started to imagine what might come out of the woodwork 
if I gave you all a little squeeze. So please don’t be shy, 
and shoot me an email—there really is nothing to lose and 

perhaps a lot to gain. 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone from the bottom of 
my heart who has helped me to gain access to the internet 
this month—with the libraries closed it has become a bit of 
a struggle to get online. So thank you all ever so much, and 
in particular Tracy and Martin Trafford. It really couldn’t 
have been done without you.  
Until next time... 
 
 
 
 
Tommy Begley 
Editor       
hanboroughherald@gmail.com 
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New Powers for West Oxfordshire District Council to Keep 
Cyclists Safe  
 

Cyclists will have safer journeys thanks to new laws 
that have been in force since 22 June   
 

W est Oxfordshire District Council have new powers to use 
CCTV to issue penalty charge notices to drivers who 

park or load illegally in mandatory cycle lanes, putting cy-
clists at risk of a serious accident. Cars parked on cycle 
lanes pose problems for cyclists, often forcing them into the 
flow of traffic. With approved camera devices, it will be eas-
ier for those local authorities with civil parking enforcement 
powers to take action against cars illegally parked on man-
datory cycle lanes, allowing cyclists to complete their jour-
neys without deviating from their path. This new initiative 

is the latest measure to develop a greener, healthier and 
more resilient transport network in the wake of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The move came as part of Bike Week (6-
14 June), which saw a range of organisations—led by Cy-
cling UK—encourage everyone to get pedalling to boost 
their fitness and protect the environment. Cycling Minister 
Chris Heaton-Harris said,  

“Across the country there has been a surge in the 
number of people dusting off their old bike from the 
back of the shed and cycling, or taking journeys on 
foot, to get from A to B. Giving local authorities more 
powers to stop cycle lanes from becoming blocked will 
make it safer for cyclists. These 
new measures also build on our recent £2bn investment 
to create a green, healthier legacy and see more people 
travelling by bicycle or on foot.”   

This measure will help get more cyclists on the road and 
alleviate pressure on public transport infrastructure, giving 
people the confidence to use their bike for more journeys – 
perhaps for the first time. This news follows the Transport 
Secretary’s announcement of a £2bn package (see June 
Herald no.427) for cycling and walking last month 
to help create a greener transport network. This included 
£225 million for West Oxfordshire District Council to create 
pop up cycle lanes with protected space for cycling, wider 
pavements, safer junctions, and bike and bus-
only corridors. The public will also be able to benefit from 
the recently announced bicycle repair scheme, £50 vouch-
ers will be issued to people in Oxfordshire to help get ne-
glected bikes back on the road.    
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Calling All Hanborough Cyclists ………………………. 
 

The Government has just announced the New Era of Cy-
cling and Walking as part of their strategy for green and 
active transport, in which they are investing £5 billion. For 
cyclists, that will mean more protected bikes lanes, dedi-
cated cycle routes and greenways linking villages, towns 
and cities. 
 

If you are fed up with inconsiderate drivers speeding 
through Hanborough, unreliable bike lanes, the absence 
of cycle routes, pot-holes, nowhere to cycle safely with 
your kids, if you’re a cyclist or would like to get on a bike 
but for the dangerous road conditions, then sign up to 
 

Hanborough Bike Forum 
 
We are campaigning for government funds to establish 
safe and favourable conditions for cycling in Hanborough, 
conditions that encourage and enable us all to lead active 
and healthy lives. 
Join Hanborough Bike Forum and join the campaign.  
 

Whatever your age, from young to old, whether you bike 
to shops, to school, to the Station, or to work, or you’re 

into long distance Audax/competitive 
cycling, please join the group. 
We will campaign for safe cycle 
routes on the A4095 to Woodstock 
and Witney, on the dangerous Lower 
Road to Eynsham, down the narrow 
Swan Lane to Combe, or on any local 
public routes cyclists use. 
 

Contact hanbikeforum@outlook.com 

July Report 
 

We hope that this July issue of the Hanborough Garden Club re-
port finds you all well. 
During lockdown the Club has not been idle; we’ve been support-
ing the Grow for Hanborough Facebook Group initiatives, including 
a successful plant swap. We’d like to encourage people to contin-
ue growing and swapping plants and seeds, either through the 
Grow for Hanborough Facebook Group page or via the ‘Contact’ button on our website where we can notify others of 
any surplus plants. (https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/)  
 

We have also been encouraging members to submit photographs to the website. If you have any you ’d like to share 
please do let us know, again via the ‘Contact’ button on the website. Members have also planted up the village Witney 
end planter with achillea, nepeta and lupins; it now looks a lot fresher. We’d like to thank the village volunteer who has 
kindly offered to plant up the station end planter. Our Chairman, Rob Hancock has been organising local plant orders 
with Bridewell Gardens, and we’d like to thank those who helped to support the garden by ordering plants. Most of the 
local garden centres are now open and have a wide variety of bedding and perennial plants for sale. Unfortunately, 
there is a shortage of compost, which is due to staffing issues with the suppliers. News on stocks are being posted on-
to the Grow for Hanborough Facebook page.  
 

As before, we hope to resume our programme of events as soon as is allowed, but the June foraging event with Robin 
Harford has had to be cancelled, as well as the July trip to gardens in Bedfordshire. These events will be reorganised 
for next year. Our August meeting, a picnic at North Leigh Roman Villa, may well go ahead if Government Guidelines 
are relaxed further. We will inform members of any changes. Getting access to gardens is now progressing and some 
are open. This includes some National Trust gardens, although tickets must be bought in advance; please check the 
NT website. Happily, Rousham Garden is open https://www.rousham.org/ and we recommend a visit for those who 
missed our guided tour of the garden last year. (See our photo gallery https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/
Rousham2019.html). The landscaped garden is an early example of English landscape design created by William 
Kent in the eighteenth century, and there is also a very pretty walled garden with herbaceous borders, fruit trees and a 
parterre.  
 

As before, we are reviewing the situation regularly, and any updates will be posted on the website. In the meantime, 
our thoughts are with you, and we wish you well and every success in your gardening activities.  

https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/
https://www.rousham.org/
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/Rousham2019.html
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/Rousham2019.html
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Freeland Gardening Club 
 

Unfortunately all our lec-
tures have had to be can-
celled until further notice. 
We will let everyone know 
when it is possible to start 
up again. The good news is 
that most of the speakers booked for this year have 
now been booked for next year. The very welcome rain 
is falling as I write because our gardens have been 
desperate for a good downpour. 
Enjoy your garden if you have one it can be very 
soothing working with nature.  
For any further information about the Freeland Gar-
dening Club please contact Ray and Jill Evans on 
jillandray@btinternet.com 

WI News 
Still nothing from the WI. We all miss our social gather-
ings, of which there are many to be enjoyed in Hanbor-
ough. Hopefully, it wont be too long before we can all 
meet at church, to keep fit, sing, play scrabble, paint, 
drink coffee, enjoy lunch together and all the other ordi-
nary activities that make up our life in this village. 
For more information contact me, Carol Bower on 
01993 881930.  

Witney Modification Plan Roll Out 
 

P lans to modify Witney town centre following the reopen-
ing of non-essential shops have been set in place. 

The scheme, which involves the imposition of a 20mph 
speed limit across the town, partial closure of Welch Way 
and restricted traffic movements on the High Street, has 
received many positive responses from residents and busi-
nesses. Now the final touches have been put to the plan to 
ensure adequate signage is in place across the town be-
fore it is implemented. 
Cllr Toby Morris, Cabinet Member for Resources at West 
Oxfordshire District Council, said,  

“We have been listening to residents and businesses 
since we announced this plan and their feedback has 
been hugely appreciated. We all recognise that we need 
to ensure our town centre is a safe environment in 
which to work and shop, and these measures will help 
ensure that happens while allowing the local economy 
to be supported.” 

Meanwhile, 500 packs of useful information, social distanc-
ing stickers and a poster have been distributed to small and 
independent businesses across the District. Rich Hikins of 
High Street-based computer and phone repair shop iRe-
pairTech said,  

“We would like to thank the Council for the efforts they 
have made to help us reopen. The pack has loads of 
information that helps businesses get back to what we 
should be doing.” 

(Continued from front page) 
 

and passenger-friendly railway with greater capacity. Previ-
ous winners include new technology from Porterbrook in 
partnership with emissions specialist Eminox, which suc-
cessfully reduces harmful emissions from diesel trains by 
over 90%.South Western Railway completed a six-month 
trial in March of the technology which saw an emissions 
reduction system fitted to the exhaust of a Class 159 train 
used by passengers between Waterloo and Exeter. The 
trial delivered immediate reductions in pollution from nitrous 
oxides by over 80% and hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide 
and particulate matter by more than 90% and is the first 
successful transfer of proven automotive technology to a 
rail environment. OpenSpace Thameslink also received 
funding for its plans to provide station management to help 
with crowd management which they found helped with eas-
ing crowds to help maintain social distancing during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

mailto:jillandray@btinternet.com
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Freeland Nurseries 
 

Freeland Nurseries 
Wroslyn Road 

Freeland 
OX29 8AQ 

Telephone enquiries: Monday- 
Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm; Sunday 

9.30am-5.00pm 
Tel:- 01993 881430 

Website:  
www.freelandnurseries.wordpress.com 

Freeland Nurseries has now 
reopened.  We are adhering to strict 

social distancing rules and making the 
nursery as safe as possible for our 

customers. Please bear in mind that, 
to permit effective social distancing, we 

are only allowing 6 people into the 
premises at any one time but we are 

endeavouring to get visitors in as 
quickly and, more importantly, safely 

as possible. 
We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Woodstock & District U3A 
 
Throughout spring and early summer, lockdown has 
played merry hell with U3A's regular programme of 
events. Monthly speaker meetings have been cancelled, 
Woodstock Branch's AGM  is now pencilled in for Octo-
ber, and national 'U3A Day' will be on the 1st of that same 
month—watch this space for detail nearer the time. Sadly, 
many regional and national events have also gone by the 
board, including the popular Summer School. 
 

Nevertheless, members of many of the branch's individual 
interest groups have buckled to and found ways of contin-
uing to work on their special subjects. Members of the Art 
and Craft groups have been busily practising their spe-
cialisms at home and evidence of their hard work could 
well be on display at AGM or 'U3A Day' in the Autumn.  
The diligent Recorder Players, too, appear to have been 
kept up to the mark with weekly online tutorials. And at 
the end of June, too, members of one of our two Play 
Reading Groups were scheduled to brave the elements 
and meet—socially spaced—in a Woodstock garden to 
read an appropriate play (unlikely to be Shakespeare's 
'The Tempest' perhaps?). 
 
Chris Sladen 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
1st Hanborough Freeland Scout Group 
 
In June, it was announced by the UK Scouts that Bear 
Grylls has agreed to stay on as Chief Scout until 2023. 
He acts as the face of Scouting in the UK and helps pro-
mote the association. During these challenging times, it 
is reassuring that some things remain the same! 
Following the Black Lives Matter protests and demon-
strations in the US and the UK, the Scouts association 
has published a list of resources to help parents and 
carers to talk to children about race and racism. Type in 
the link below to access the resources. 
www.scouts.org.uk/news/2020/june/how-to-talk-with
-your-children-about-racism/ 
 

To keep up to date with news from the national Scouts 
association, follow them on  
Twitter @UKScouting and  
Facebook @scoutassociation  
Don’t forget to visit our website for regular news up-
dates from us, too! 
www.hfscouting.org.uk 
 

Throughout this lockdown, our Cubs have been holding 
weekly meetings on Zoom, which has been a great way 
for them to keep in touch and interact with each other 
remotely. They have enjoyed taking part in challenges, 
playing games and showing each other their pets.  
We still don’t know when we will be able to resume nor-
mal face-to-face meetings and activities, but we will 
keep you informed as things progress. 
 

Stay safe, and thank you to all our volunteers and lead-
ers who are still working hard behind the scenes. 
 
Matthew Ruddle (Publicity Rep)  

Tel:-
https://freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/


10 

 

that they are aerating and breaking up soil. This improves 
soil health and can increase plant diversity, as it offers an 
opportunity for seeds to germinate and grow. It is also 
thought possible that the extensive network of tunnels they 
dig can improve soil drainage in some areas by preventing 
too much water building up on the surface. 
They are also an important predator of agricultural pests, 
as they eat many underground larvae, particularly in the 
summer months, which would otherwise feed on the roots 
of crops. However, throughout the year their diet comprises 
mainly of earthworms; an 80g mole needs 50g of earth-
worms per day. Sometimes, they will collect and store 
their earthworms alive in special chambers—a rather grue-
some but necessary strategy if there is a risk of food being 
scarce. It is estimated that there are 35-40 million moles in 
the UK, but they are so rarely seen. They are wonderful 
little mammals, and if you do see one, you are fortunate 
indeed.  
*“To the little gentleman in velvet” was a favourite Jacobite 
toast in the reign of Queen Anne. The reference was to the 
mole that raised the mole-hill against which the horse of 
William III stumbled at Hampton Court. By this accident the 
king broke his collarbone, a severe illness ensued, and he 
died early in 1702. 

“But Mole stood still a moment, held in 
thought. As one wakened suddenly 
from a beautiful dream, who struggles 
to recall it, but can recapture nothing 
but a dim sense of the beauty in it, the 
beauty! Till that, too, fades away in its 
turn, and the dreamer bitterly accepts 
the hard, cold waking and all its penal-
ties.”    
Wind in the Willows (1908) Author - Kenneth Graham. Illustration 
– E.H Shepard  
 
 

P oor Mole (Talpa europaea), not so much of a ‘hard cold 
waking’ in Hanborough during this May and June, it’s 

more a hard sun burnt ground that is impossible to dig.  
Moles are phenomenal diggers and can move 540 times 
their own body weight of earth and tunnel up to 200 metres 
per day. Since they are rarely more than 150mm in length, 
weighing in at between 110-120 grams, this is quite an 
achievement.  
Moles though, are rarely 
seen above ground.  
But, as the ground in 
many places at the mo-
ment is too hard for the 
mole to dig, you might be 
lucky and see one. It is an 
unmistakable creature if 
you do. It has a stocky 
rounded body, velvety, grey-black fur (the little gentleman 
in velvet*), immensely strong spade-like front claws, a 
short, furry tail, tiny eyes and a pink and pointed snout.  
Theirs however, is a subterranean world (i.e., fossorial) 
and they are found throughout mainland Britain (but not in 
Ireland), wherever the soil is deep enough for tunnelling. 
Apart from tunnels, they also dig out large chambers, 
which they line with dry grass for resting or nesting. Once 
made, these mole tunnels are often used by several gen-
erations.  
In terms of day-to-day activity, it has been shown that they 
spend their time in four-hour shifts of searching for food 
and then sleeping. They are more active during qui-
et times of the day, such as early morning or late evening.  
Moles are usually solitary creatures, except during the 
breeding season. Territories may overlap, but moles usual-
ly avoid each other, and males may fight fiercely if they 
meet. Male moles are called ‘boars’, females are called 
‘sows’ and a group, a ‘labour’. After mating, the female 
gives birth to a litter of up to five ‘pups’ during the summer. 
Pups leave the nest 30-45 days after birth to find territories 
of their own. For their size, they are quite a long-lived ani-
mal and can live up to 3-4, even 5 years.   
Of course they are not a loved creature by all and many 
meet an early end if they are found digging up golf cours-
es, bowling greens, lawns and other treasured grassy 
swards. This is understandable if a perfect lawn or golf 
course is essential, but the mole’s activities do have eco-
logical benefits. A mole hill is the over ground evidence 

                    By a Country Girl  

Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats 
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rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM 
 

Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, 
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor 

Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our Priest. All are welcome. 
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR     Phone: 01865 881613     Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 
 

Our Church is now Open for Private Prayer between 10:00am and 1:00pm on Sat-
urdays, Sundays and perhaps Fridays. Appropriate hygiene and social distancing 
measures are in place with stewards on duty to make sure everyone keep to the Regu-
lations. When the Government announces that public worship can take place, then all 
our services will resume. 
 

THE PARISH PRIEST: Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email           
stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com 
 

THE RETIRED PRIEST: Father Martin Flatman is available on  07719 646790 or email frmartinflatman@gmail.com    
 

On the website, you can click on ‘Newsletter’ to see Father Mark’s message each week and his reflection on the Sunday 
readings, and also see Father Martin’s weekly homily/sermon.  
 

Father Mark, the parish priest, still says Mass privately every day inside the church and Father Martin, the retired Priest, 
also says Mass every day in his home in Eynsham. This means that you can always contact one or other of them by 
email or phone to ask for special prayers. Just remember that you are, and the whole world is, being prayed for. Aids for 
those who come for private prayer include the opportunity to light a candle for someone; also throughout the time when 
the church is open, the Blessed Sacrament is exposed on the altar. This is where God is most fully present for us, and is 
a link with our hopes to receive Holy Communion again before long. 
 

OUR NORMAL MASS times when we are allowed to reopen are: 

SUNDAY MASS at 10:00am with a Children’s Liturgy during Mass 

and SATURDAY for Sunday at 5:00pm 

Mass also Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays at 9:30am,Wednesdays & Thursdays at 10:00am 

BIBLE STUDY after Mass on Wednesdays.   

ADORATION after Mass on Fridays. 
 

You can also watch Mass from many other Churches live or recorded online.                                     

There is a great selection of churches to choose from using these two platforms: 

Churchservices.tv is a platform that connects communities and provides churches with a space to broadcast—
particularly Mass, Adoration and prayer. 

https://www.mcnmedia.tv/ is another platform that does the same and includes Corpus Christi, Headington in Oxford 
 

Blackfriars, Oxford is a Catholic House of Dominican Friars in Oxford, and the advantage of going to this site https://
www.youtube.com/user/Godzdogz is that instead of seeing a single priest, you see the whole religious community tak-
ing part, and you can either view this live or view it when it suits you, as they are all recorded. 
 

The National Catholic Shrine to Our Lady at Walsingham has a full broadcast schedule—including Mass, Rosary, Ves-
pers, Exposition, Mass in Latin and even some talks. View it at  https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/ 
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 Calling Local Landlords to 
Help Those in Need  
 

I n West Oxfordshire there are 
currently 39 households liv-

ing in temporary accommoda-
tion. (Figures correct as of 26 
May 2020). The council is call-
ing for anyone with a property 
available for private letting to 
get in touch. Whether a prop-
erty is available immediately 
or in the coming year, whether 
it is currently listed with an 
estate agent or they are an 
independent landlord, the council wants to hear from them. 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the private lettings and 
sales market has stalled and although the government has 
eased restrictions and estate agents are beginning to open, 
this crisis has left many landlords with empty accommoda-
tion and without an income. Many holiday lets have also 
seen losses due to Covid-19, and although local housing 
authority rates cannot match their usual incomes, they may 
find it useful to gain a steady income without the advertis-
ing and turnaround costs, at least in the short- to midterm. 
With many people being furloughed, or experiencing job 
losses, many have lost not just their jobs, but their home 
too. So by working with West Oxfordshire District Council, 
landlords can help themselves and those in need. 
By renting through the council, landlords can enjoy a range 
of benefits, including no agency fees, a free property as-

sessment and an ongoing comprehensive package of sup-
port for both landlords and tenants. The council can sup-
port tenants with rent in advance and a deposit. 
Some landlords may have concerns about whether tenants 
who are entitled to some form of housing benefit can man-
age their monthly payments. If so, they may be able to or-
ganise an Alternative Payment Arrangement so rent pay-
ments will be paid directly to them. The council’s bespoke 
service provides ongoing tenancy support to both tenants 
and landlords. The  team can help to bridge any communi-
cation gaps and help tenants with a range of things from 
navigating the benefits system to helping somebody gain 
employment, ultimately helping to sustain tenancies. 
The council also has in-house client support officers who 
can assist people in financial difficulty by offering advice 
and assistance. In some circumstances where people are 
suffering exceptional hardship, an extra payment called a 
Discretionary Housing Payment can be awarded to help 
with housing costs. This can be a real lifeline for those 
looking to leave temporary accommodation and move back 
into a property they can call home. Cllr Jeff Haine, Cabinet 
Member for Housing, said,  

“If you’re a landlord with property available for private 
letting, there’s never been a better time to work with our 
private rented team here at West Oxfordshire District 
Council. If you have an empty property, this scheme will 
help you bring in an income, and you’ll be able to make 
a real difference to the lives of local people who’ve been 
struggling with the knock-on effects of this pandemic.” 

To get in touch and find out more please 
email prs@westoxon.gov.uk 
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Stagecoach Launches New Smartphone “Busy Bus” Indica-
tor to Help Passengers Plan Journeys 
 

S tagecoach, the company that runs Hanborough’s last 
remaining bus service, the 233, has launched a new 

smartphone “Busy Bus” indicator to help passengers plan 
their journeys as services increase across the country. 
The new feature on the Stagecoach bus app uses exten-
sive data and computer algorithms to provide a traffic light 
indicator to help passengers choose quieter services and 
maintain social distancing. The app has now been rolled 
out to iOS and Android users and is now fully available via 
the app store and Google Play platforms. The “Busy Bus” 
tracker provides a regularly updated guide to how busy in-
dividual bus services are in networks across the UK. It is 
part of a comprehensive package of safety measures in 
place to help people travel in confidence as the economy 
and daily life reopens at different speeds across England, 
Scotland and Wales. 
Each service in the live map on the app is colour coded, 
with quieter buses showing in a green bus icon indicating 
‘not too busy’, through to amber ‘quite busy’ and dark am-
ber ‘very busy’. Passengers can also see where their bus is 
on the map and when it will be arriving, providing all the 
information they need at their fingertips. Stagecoach’s app 
already has the UK’s most advanced real-time bus tracker, 
and this latest development will help people to confidently 
and easily plan when they want to travel. The new feature 
is the latest addition in an extensive range of measures by 
Stagecoach to help passengers feel confident in using bus-
es as they continue to provide a vital link to work, retail and 
leisure facilities. Stagecoach is continuing to increase ca-
pacity on bus services to support social distancing. Strict 
cleaning regimes continue for all buses, which include at 
least a daily clean of all buses with an anti-viral sanitiser. 
Contactless payment is also available on all buses. The 
latest UK government advice states that everybody travel-
ling on public transport must wear a face covering. Stage-
coach’s guide on how to travel safely and comfortably can 
be found at stagecoachbus.com/coronavirus, or by call-
ing 01865 772250 between the hours of 9:00am to 5:00pm 
Monday to Friday.  
Carla Stockton-Jones, Interim Managing Director UK for 
Stagecoach, said, 

 “We are pleased to be welcoming more people back 
onto our buses as things start to open up around the 
country. We have already put a range of extra measures 
in place to make sure our passengers feel confident in 
using our services, including strict cleaning regimes and 
social distancing measures, which we know are the big-
gest priorities for travellers. The launch of our new busy 
bus indicator is an extra step to give people an easy, ‘at 
a glance’ guide on the best times to travel and to plan 
their journeys to avoid busier times. Buses continue to 

play a vital role in connecting people with work and lei-
sure facilities. At a time when people across the country 
are starting to be reunited with friends and family, this 
investment in new technology will help to ensure that 
people can be completely prepared and confident in 
using our services.” 

The Stagecoach app is available on both the UK Bus iOS 
and Android platforms. 
For more information about Stagecoach, visit stage-
coachbus.com/coronavirus or call 01865 772250 be-
tween the hours of 9:00am to 5:00pm Monday to Friday. 
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Saxon Evening, Viking Dawn (Part 1 of 3)                                                   BY DIVALDE 
The untold testimony of Rose, the first lady of Haneberge 
 
 Codex 19.4.870 – Bodleian library 
 

I have set down all I can for you, the future citizens of my home village. My hope is that you will find some solace 
in the founding of our community and the part that peace played, rising as it did like a dove from the violence that con-
sumed the seven kingdoms. 

 
 I was just a girl when my father said we should load our worldly goods onto the back of the waggon and leave our 

village. On a dull, rainy morning, the mule was hitched and we threaded our way out of the marshes. My father, Edgar, 
said we could no longer wait. He said the Mercians would never come to our aid. He said that when the storm comes you 
run for shelter you don’t stand and defy the lightening. 

My mother, the beautiful Rosamunde would have stayed for her friends but father said we must learn to be pitiless 
if we wished to live beyond the next few days. Our friends prayed to the Christian god, the one that had come across with 
Augustine but father said it would do no good. Others cried out for the old gods to protect them; the ones who had been 
swept aside so easily. I knew little about gods only people and the need to keep living.  

Our people, the Angles had worked this land since the time of the Romans when King Vortigern invited us across 
the sea to fight with his armies to quell local unrest. But father was not a warrior, he had never fought and saw no glory in 
it. Only shame. He had taught us, that’s me and my brother Wilf, that real power lay in the earth and our weapons should 
be the plough and the scythe.  

I remember clinging to the back of our waggon where we had piled everything we could carry and watched the 
villagers, our neighbours, going about their daily lives as if the black smoke rising beyond the woods were just rain clouds. 
Wilf said they would all be dead before night fall. 

King Guthrum’s Great Heathen Army had hit the shores of Anglia like hammers destroying everything in their 
path. Howling berserkers from Valhalla, scourging the earth with fire and fury spreading fear all along the East coast from 
Holy Island to Kent. Thousands of Danish warriors swept away entire villages merciless and unforgiving like Noah’s 
Flood. Men, women, children and livestock were put to the sword for no other reason than they were there. Bells sounded 
the alarm then fell silent as the churches burned and villagers fought and perished. 

The entire eastern seaboard was burning now. The Anglo culture, that had flourished here for nearly four hundred 
years was reduced to fields of ash and bone. The Wolves of Dene devoured and howled until the heavens shook and the 
land turned red. The Great Army swept inland like a furious storm, overtaking the slow and the weak. But father took us up 
onto the High Green Roads that had crossed the country since before the birth of Christ, before even the sundering of the 
coastline from the Eastern lands we had come from. The longest Green Road, the Ridgeway took us south west and from 
our lofty position we could see marauding Dene and pillars of ugly smoke where villages used to be.  

My brother was almost a man and so would sometimes take the reins while I still neither woman nor child cooked 
and sewed with mother. Father and Wilf would hunt and trap as much as they could. Although pickings were meagre, we 
managed to stay alive. The going was slow but our resolve, our fear and our mule were strong. When we camped, we took 
turns to keep watch and when riders were nearby we froze like squirrels on a tree. But some evenings when I looked back I 
could see the glow of a fire. Someone else was up on the ridge, following us. Father said we should ignore them, what 
could we do anyway? 

In time the road descended to run along the side of the River Temesis. There was a crossing point where we came 
upon the People of Gara, an old Saxon family who had put down roots where the river could be forded and where they 
fished, plied the river and farmed the Downs. We were welcomed by Gara’s three sons who offered shelter and sustenance. 
They said the Dene had swept past further south. I remember father telling them that it was only a matter time before they 
came down the river itself. I remember him urging the brothers to bring their people with us but they declined. I wept at 
their fate and their defiance but they remained steadfast. Gara himself, now a greybeard in his declining years, blind and 
frail came to the market square where he addressed his people in a weak but authoritative voice. He urged the entire com-
munity, some fifty souls to listen to us and to leave before it was too late. But he was met with a stubborn resolve to entrust 
their lives to the great Christian God. There was little more we could do. 

For three days we lived in their company and I made friends with Maud and Matilda two pretty sisters who showed 
me how to fish and cook the catch. By the time we were ready to leave I had pleaded with them to urge their father to come 
with us. And as we loaded our waggon with vitals two waggons rolled out to join us. Walter and his wife Alice had heeded 
the pleas of their daughters Maud and Matilda who waved at me from the back of their waggon. On the second waggon 
were their good friends, the brothers Edmund and Alwyn, handsome young men who made me smile with their easy good 
humour. Walter told father they should abandon the road and take to the river. They were skilled rivermen and it would 
safer off the roads. It was a fateful decision. 

Our flotilla comprised three large flat vessels of logs lashed together and waterproofed with fat and grease. They 
were moored at the quayside and the waggons and mules loaded one a piece. Walter and family took the lead while the 
brothers took a raft each, Edmund joining us while Alwyn steered his own to the rear. Farewells were made and we left for 
the interior propelled by wide canvas sails and guided by long rudders. Our passage was sedate to the first bend and before 
we lost sight of the People of Gara I glanced back, sorry to leave so many behind and that was when I saw the lone horse-
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man. He was watching us as his grey charger drank. We watched each other until he was lost at the river’s bend. 
Ten souls sailed deep into the Mercian heartland where the Gewisse Tribes held a long frontier that kept them apart 

from southern and eastern tribes. I learned later that in those days Anglia was a heptarchy carved up by seven distinct tribes 
of whom the Gewisse were the most formidable.  

The river was wide and tree lined giving the water a piebald glimmer. The men at the tillers kept the rafts straight 
as the rest of us sat in the waggons or either side of the sail. The mules brayed and we cried out to each other, especially 
the sisters who would call out to Wilf and make him blush. 

For three days we plied the even waters of the Temesis coming ashore each night to eat and sleep. The banks pro-
vided shelter while we foraged for fruit and berries. Alwyn was an archer of some renown and brought venison and rabbit. 
I kept watching the woods but saw nothing of the horseman. On a long straight stretch, we passed between low earthen 
dykes running up and off into the woods left and right. They comprised a grass covered bank no more than waist high and 
a ditch on the eastern edge. Walter nodded toward it and we watched impassively as we slipped silently by.  
 On day four Walter pointed to a tributary cutting into the northern bank. It was too narrow to take but we soon came 
to a manmade wharf, a low landing place on the right hand bank, where the trees had been cut back to make room for crude 
wicker pens for livestock. An elderly man puffing at a long pipe sat and watched us. Father hailed him and the old man told 
us Egonesham lay just a short ride to the north west where we would be welcomed. We pulled over, moored and disem-
barked for good. We abandoned the rafts and set off inland along a narrow trail up through the woods until we came to the 
small market town of Egonesham. The locals were friendly but wary in such troubled times but still offered us fellowship, 
food, rest and shelter 

When we told them our plight Abbot Aelfric urged us to stay. They were under the royal patronage by King 
Burgred himself and we would be safe there. But father said that the king would never be able to protect us in time when 
the Dene came, and they would surely come. He said the Mercians had not come to us in the Fens and would not come 
now. He said we needed higher ground, much further away from the valley. Then the Abbot offered a second warning.  
 “If you mean to leave then you must beware the Hwicce,” he said, “the wood is their realm and they live beyond the 
law. You have as much to fear from them as from the Dene. They believe this to be their land. They were here before any 
of us. They would have taken Egonesham long ago had it not been a Mercian protectorate. But out there in the great forest 
you are beyond even King Burgred’s reach.” Aelfric continued. 
 “My advice is to follow the sun until you pass out of Hwicce land. You will see a dyke and a ditch. It is less than a 
day from here. 

 

Next month: Rose’s family come to the ridge that would become Hanborough. But at what price? 
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D ear 
Friends, 

Each July, the Samaritans run their ‘Talk to Us’ campaign, raising awareness that they are here for anyone who needs 
someone to listen, 24/7, without judgment or pressure. The Samaritans are not a religious organisation, but they were 
founded by a vicar called Chad Varah, in 1953 in London. A month later, the Daily Mirror coined the phrase ‘Telephone 
Good Samaritan’, referring to the story Jesus told about a man who went out of his way to help a stranger. 
Chad knew that the service would only work if people knew about it. We all have up and down days. It is ok not to be ok. 
But we never have to face anything alone. There is always someone we can talk to. As a Christian, I believe that nothing—
not barriers or isolation or social distancing, or rulers or powers, or the present or things to come, can separate us from the 
love of God. We can always bring our concerns, no matter how small, to God in prayer. 
If you are having a difficult time, you can contact the Samaritans about anything that’s troubling you, no matter how large or 
small the issue feels. You can also call them if you are worried about someone else. And as your parish church, we are 
also here for you—do be in touch with them, or with us if you would like someone to talk to.  
Call the Samaritans from any phone for free, anytime: 116 123 
Write an email: jo@samaritans.org (response time: 24 hours) 
Or call or email your local clergy—we are here for you. Contact details are on the church pages of this publication. 
 

May God bless you and keep you, 
 

Emma  
The Revd Emma Hopegood Jones 
 
SERVICES IN THE PARISH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH with CHRIST CHURCH and MAN-

OR SCHOOL, LONG HANBOROUGH 
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have announced that public services within the Church of England will be put on 
hold until further notice, due to measures to control the spread of the coronavirus. 
However, our life as a Christian community continues, and we would like to share some of our activities with you. Please 
contact a member of our clergy team if you are interested. 
Should you wish to join our ‘Zoom’ Service at 10:00am on Sunday morning for worship and our email circulation list, please 
email: administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk 
 

Alternatively, you can also join services at 10:00am every Sunday morning on the Oxford Diocesan Livestream. You can 
also catch up at any time. https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/ 
 

We have decided not to rush into opening our church building. The 
clergy team and churchwardens are meeting regularly to discuss 
plans and risk assessments of how and when we can open our 
buildings safely. Please rest assured we will keep you informed of 
any changes or developments on our web-
site www.hanboroughparish.co.uk and on the St. Mary’s Church 
noticeboard in Freeland. 
On the www.hanboroughparish.co.uk website, you will also find 
resources to support home-based prayer, bible readings, and wor-
ship. 
 

Useful Contact Details: 
 

Associate Vicar: Rev. Sue Spankie  
Tel: 01993 706469     
email: revsue@gst.org.uk  
 

Curate: Rev. Emma Hopegood Jones  
Tel: 01993 881936 
email: curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

 

Curate: Rev. Mike Madden 
email: curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH  

with CHRIST CHURCH and MANOR SCHOOL, LONG HANBOROUGH 

mailto:jo@samaritans.org
mailto:administrator@hanboroughparish.co.uk
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/
http://www.hanboroughparish.co.uk/
http://www.hanboroughparish.co.uk/
mailto:revsue@gst.org.uk
mailto:curate_emma@hanboroughparish.co.uk
mailto:curate_mike@hanboroughparish.co.uk
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Alan Clarke (Nobby) 
 

Diana, Linda, David and Nicola would like to thank everyone for the lovely cards and messages of  
sympathy on the sad loss of Alan. Also a big thank you to all who came to say goodbye. 
 

Thank you. 

Michael Henry Clements 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our beloved Dad, Michael Clements. Mum and Dad have 
lived in Long Hanborough since October 1970, when they moved to Glyme Way a month after their marriage. Dad 
loved our house, and always said he would never move. When going through some documents we found the plots 
available for the Glyme Way, Marlborough Crescent, Isis Close and New Road development, from which they decid-
ed to buy the house in Glyme Way, somewhere we all still call ‘home’. Dad was always completely devoted to Mum, 
his four daughters and his nine grandchildren and was never happier than when we were all either at home together, 
or on one of our annual ‘Clements family hoildays’ which he loved. Dad was working at Oxford Rads, later to be-
come Unipart on the Banbury road when Mum and Dad married and worked there until its closure around 2000. 
Never wanting to retire, he then had a few different jobs and was still working at Woodeaton Manor School until the 
lockdown, having been there for 12 years. Mum and Dad started ballroom dancing about 10 years ago, which they 
loved, and would regularly go to Woodstock and Carterton, where they made many good friends. 
We would like this opportunity to say thank you for all the support we have received since Dad ’s 
passing, it has been a huge comfort to us all.  
 
Michelle, Maxine, Milly and Martina  
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Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club 
 
Hello everyone, I do hope that 
you are all managing to stay safe 
and well. Our committee are all 
well, and we had another Zoom 
meeting to decide our plans for 
the forthcoming months. Sadly, 
we have had to postpone the 
demonstrator who was due to 
come to us in June, but Stepha-
nie Cornell has rebooked with us for next year. We 
have now cancelled both the July outing and August 
social event.                                                           It 
does seem all doom and gloom, but if you are interest-
ed in flower arranging in any way, please go to the Na-
tional Association of Flower Arranging Societies web-
site: flowers@nafas.org.uk or the Berks Bucks & Ox-
on site: bbandoflowers.org.uk. I hope that you find 
something that interests you. 
 

Until next time, when I hope it will be more exciting 
news, stay safe.  
 

If you wish to know any further details of the club, 
please contact me on 01865  376587 or marga-
ret.lang@tiscali.co.uk  

 

 

 
 

 

For 18 to 99 Year Olds 
Everyone Welcome 

 

Enjoyable peer led running grouped according to abil-
ity & fitness levels 

 

For more information (or to volunteer to help get 
things started) please contact:   
HanFree-run@outlook.com 

Hanborough  
& Freeland Running Group 

 

Businesses Urged to Get on the Map 
 

Don’t be Hanborough’s best kept secret. 
 

T hat is the message to businesses from Cllr Michele 
Mead, Cabinet Member for Health and Leisure, who says 

that while lockdown is easing, residents still need support 
when it comes to finding good food. A map has been creat-
ed on the District Council’s website which includes details 
of a range of businesses from pubs to village shops that 
are open for delivery and/or takeaway. 
Cllr Mead said,  

“We have identified many local businesses in West 
Oxfordshire which have adapted so they can provide 
our community with fresh food or your favourite takea-
way. We have a map of where all these wonderful ser-
vices are so at a glance you can see what's available in 
your area. It is an especially useful source of infor-
mation and so we want as many businesses as possible 
to send us their details for inclusion.” 

 

Any food business offering takeaway and/or delivery should 
send their details to: 
response.hub@westoxon.gov.uk 
 

The map can be seen here: 
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/communities-and-
leisure/coronavirus-community-support/ 

mailto:flowers@nafas.org.uk
mailto:margaret.lang@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:margaret.lang@tiscali.co.uk
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For a wide range of homemade cakes, biscuits and 
scones (gluten & dairy free options available) 

 Contact Rachel - 01993 881867 
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com 

Find me on Facebook 

 
 

Hanborough Pre-School 
 

       Est. 1965     Charity No. 304309 
 

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place, welcoming chil-
dren from 2 to 5 years of age. Government funding for 15 to 30 hours is available for children aged three years or over, 
and 15 hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We provide a 
safe and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The ses-
sions run from Monday to Thursday during school term time, starting with the morning session from 8:45am to 11:45 am, 
lunchtime sessions where children can stay and have lunch is from 11:45am to 12:15pm and the afternoon session is 
from 12:15pm to 3:15pm. Fridays Pre-School finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest School ses-
sions on Friday mornings, where the children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.  
 

Term 6: At the time of writing this for Hanborough Herald we are aiming to open Monday 22nd June, providing the works 
to connect the Pavilion to the main sewer have all been completed. New “bubble” groups have been arranged for the 
children coming back, and the staff have been really looking forward to seeing them. 
 

Allotment: Work has continued at the allotment during lockdown, and it will be lovely to be able to take the children here 
over the last few weeks of term. 

 

Prospective Children for September: Due to these unfortunate circumstances, we are unable to provide visits to the 
setting at moment; we are hoping this will change soon and that we can arrange an open day with booking by appoint-
ment to come and see us. In the meantime, on our public Facebook page – Hanborough Pre-School - we have put a little 
video of our Pre-School to share with your child—some of the pictures are above.  
Thanks: We would like to thank John Osterjack for his help in getting our mud kitchen to look so good by strimming and 
cutting the grass, also to Hanborough Covid-19 Mutual Support Group for the lovely tyre planter delivered to us by Rob 
Hancock and finally a thank you to County Councillor Liam Walker for his help and support for a grant which will help us 
in these uncertain times. 
 

Current Fees: Morning (8:45am-11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15pm-3:15pm) are £15 per session. Lunchtime 
sessions (Monday to Thursday inc. 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2 per session. For details on what sessions are currently 
available, please contact us for more information. You can also place your child on the list to start in September. Do con-
tact us on the numbers below if you are thinking of booking a place for your child from September, or email us for copies 
of our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com. 
 

Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news. 
  

You can visit our website for more information: http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/ 
 

For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit: Call Lynda Leach (882503)         
               or the pavilion (883178) session times 
Administration             Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)   
             

Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated GOOD.   

Rotary Club of Eynsham  
 
Change of Meeting Venue. 
 
Sadly, due to the closure of The White 
Hart, Rotary Club of Eynsham has 
moved its twice monthly, Tuesday 
evening, meetings online.  We will be 
holding virtual meetings via Skype and/or Zoom.   
See our page at Eynsham Online or on Facebook for fur-
ther details. 
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What Your Generous Donations Have Made Possible  
 
In February and March of this year, Sir Muir Gray, Age UK 
Oxfordshire and Active Oxfordshire launched the “Share 
Your Warmth” campaign. The campaign was the brainchild 
of Sir Muir Gray, who asked older people who receive a 
winter fuel payment that they do not need to keep them 
warm in winter to donate it to help promote physical activity 
and prevent loneliness for older people in Oxfordshire.  
Together, everyone who donated managed to raise the 
astonishing amount of £7,600, which has been of enor-
mous value in helping Age UK Oxfordshire to respond to 
the Coronavirus pandemic.  
The virus has particularly affected 
older people, who are no longer 
able to attend their usual exercise 
class or participate in physical ac-
tivity. Age UK Oxfordshire has 
been able to use the money raised 
to adapt to the current situation 
and provide exercise opportunities 
in a new way for older people. The 
donations have been vital and 
have enabled us to make (film, 
edit and publish online) 5 new 
specialist home exercise films de-
signed for local older people to 
improve their strength and balance 
whilst in isolation. It is incredibly 
important to remain physically active to prevent decondi-
tioning of muscles, help mental wellbeing and also to give a 
focus to the day. These films are available on our website 
and Youtube channel and have had tens of thousands of 
views. With the donations, Age UK has also been able to 
print and distribute 1,000 tailored home exercise DVD 
packs to older Oxfordshire residents who don’t have ac-
cess to the internet and make 3,290 friendly calls to older 
people focused on alleviating loneliness and promoting 
exercise and wellbeing.  
Sir Muir Gray said,  

“Since the campaign started, a new pandemic has 
emerged which makes the need for activity, particularly 
in groups, even more important—it is the pandemic of 
inactivity and isolation resulting from lockdown. Now we 
do need to keep distant to reduce the risk of that very 
nasty virus which is the cause of the first pandemic, but 
only now has the problem caused by social distancing 
been recognised, by the Prime Minister no less.” 

Penny Thewlis, CEO of Age UK Oxfordshire said,  
“We are hugely grateful to Sir Muir Gray for initiating 

this campaign and to everyone who donated so gener-
ously. When the campaign was launched, of course we 
had no idea that we would be facing a pandemic. In the 
event, the donations allowed us to move very swiftly to 
create a series of tailored home exercise opportunities, 

and we have been delighted by the uptake.” 
Paul Brivio, CEO of Active Oxfordshire said,  

“When we started this work together we had never 
heard of Covid-19, but now older people in the county 
are facing even more challenges and threats to the qual-
ity of their lives. We need to keep older people at the 
front and centre of our thinking and planning now. We 
need to provide both support and independence; new 
ideas and innovations as well as good old-fashioned 
engagement and interaction through joint ventures like 
this. Look at what Captain (now Sir) Tom did and what 
he achieved (using physical activity and exercise), so 
let’s follow that wonderful example’”  

We wanted to take this opportunity to thank each and every 
one of you who was so generous 
to donate their winter fuel allow-
ance and for supporting this 
campaign.  
 

Age UK Oxfordshire is an inde-
pendent local charity dedicated 
to giving older people in Oxford-
shire comfort, support and op-
portunities and enabling them to 
love later life. We provide free 
local information, advice and 
support. We work with our na-
tional partner, Age UK, and our 
local Age UK partners in Eng-
land. You can find further infor-

mation on all our services and volunteering opportunities by 
telephoning 0345-450-1276 or by visiting our website: 
www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire. Age UK Oxfordshire is a 
charitable company limited by guarantee (registered charity 
number 1091529 and company number 4328143). 
Active Oxfordshire helps people in the most need across 
Oxfordshire by working with partners to increase physical 
activity. Ours aims are to:  
- Improve the mental wellbeing of people in Oxfordshire 
through Physical Activity  
- Increase Physical Activity levels of the most inactive chil-
dren and young people  
- Increase Physical Activity levels of those with long-term 
health conditions or disability  
- Decrease levels of inactivity among older people  
- Focus on places with the highest levels of inactivity  
Charity No. 1179040 
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Newsletter 23 — July — It’s Been a Bumpy Ride... 

Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA) 

 

A  scorching May, a murderous hard frost and only a 
slight precipitation of rainfall at the start of June has 

made the past few weeks something of a challenge for 
both new and experienced allotmenteers… 
It has definitely been swings and roundabouts and there 
are no guarantees of good gardening weather ahead.  
Rather like the uncertain times we are in, all bets are off 
as to how the season will progress.  
Things that have suffered 
the most this year have 
been climbing beans. Nor-
mally they would be romp-
ing up their supports but not 
yet. Across the allotments it 
has been a mixed picture of 
no or poor germination, and 
when they do get going, of 
rather pathetic growth.  
This might all change 
however, if more rain and particularly thunderstorms come 
rolling in. At the point of writing we need certainly need 
more rain. May was a really difficult month (the driest on 
record for England). For allotmenteers it was a case of 
heaving water like the Sorcerer’s Apprentice, at all times 
of day, and more often than not, as day became night! 
Our tank water does keep plants going, but it doesn’t 
seem to invigorate them.  This may be because we are on 
mains water supply and the water contains treatments 
that do no harm but also offer nothing to the plants other 
than moisture. Rain seems to have a more positive effect 
and more so if it falls in a thunderstorm. Many gardeners 
and allotmenteers comment on how plants looked bright-
er, fresher, and greener after a storm. There could be a 
number of factors that account for this. It might be the 
fresh rainfall, the slightly cooler temperatures or the 
change in humidity. One very popular theory is that in-
tense heat and electric charges produced by lightning dur-
ing a thunderstorm causes the nitrogen molecules in the 
air to cling to the oxygen molecules to form a bond of ni-
trogen oxides. These nitrogen oxides then either fall from 
the sky, or are collected by the rain drops that falls to give 
them a supercharged dose of available nitrogen, causing 
them to become “brighter, healthier and greener”. 
Whatever the weather though, this is the time to reap the 
rewards of earlier sowings that have succeeded.  The ear-
liest potatoes can be lifted, but later cropping varieties 
may still need earthing up. This is also the time to pinch 
off the growing tips of squashes, as this encourages 
branching and increased fruit production. Squashes are 
thirsty plants, so regular watering is essential. They are 
hungry too, they need a rich start and a few feeds of dilut-
ed seaweed or comfrey liquid through the season also 
won’t go amiss.  
In other parts of the plot, you can make successional sow-
ings of beetroot, radish, lettuce and other salad crops. 
You can direct sow, but it can also be worth starting seeds 
off in trays indoors and then transferring them outside af-
ter a couple of weeks. This will give them a good head 

start and make them less vulnerable to pests and the va-
garies of the weather. Sow every 2-4 weeks for a continu-
al supply. As with all young plants, water in carefully and 
be aware that they may need covering to protect them 
from birds. Note: for autumn harvesting July is the last 
month for sowing carrots.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Association welcomes new members. If you have a 
plot on Hanborough’s Cemetery Allotments and you would 
like to join the Association just email us at hanboroughal-
lotmentassoc@gmail.com. The benefits of joining the 
Association can be found on the allotment notice board.  
If you would like to rent an allotment contact hanbor-
oughpcfinance@outlook.com or 01993 773532, Mobile 
0776 7020 290. 

Image—source from cutcaster.com 

The Sorcerer's Apprentice Walt Disney Fantasia 1940 
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We All Raised a Glass or Two in 

Lockdown… 
 

Detailed recycling statistics 
have given a snapshot of life 
under lockdown in West Ox-
fordshire. 
 

S urprisingly, during April we 
threw away far less paper 

and card than in the same 
month last year while we dis-
posed of 95 tonnes of plastic 
waste—a modest rise of 10.75 
tonnes. But the headline figure is for glass. A total of 741 
tonnes was disposed of across the District—a rise of al-
most 292 tonnes on the same period last year. Cllr Norman 
MacRae, Cabinet Member for the Environment, said,  

“With so many of us being confined to our homes, 
habits seem to have changed. While it is difficult to ex-
plain some of the statistics, I would hazard a guess that 
people are drinking more at home with pubs and restau-
rants remaining closed. It will be interesting to see how 
these figures change as lockdown continues to ease 
and we adapt to the recovery.” 

Overall, 1,057 tonnes was collected from recycling bins in 
April, a rise of 158.6 tonnes year on year. Cllr MacRae add-
ed,   

“I would like to pay tribute to residents for their efforts 
to recycle and to our waste crews on the front line for 
collecting such an increased tonnage in what has been 
an extremely challenging time.” 
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Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup est. 1984) provides a 
high standard of pre-school education for children aged between 2 and 5 years old. We help chil-
dren to develop and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting which was opened in April 
2019. Our pre-school enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transition for your 
child into the Foundation Stage of primary school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning 
and run our Forest Rangers sessions on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-
School is committed to safeguarding, and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of 
the children.  
 
 

Sessions run Monday to Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy) 
Full day: 8:30am–3:15pm £30     
Lunch Club: 11:30am–12:15pm £4    
AM session: 8:30am–11:30pm £17 
PM session: 12:15pm–3:15pm £17 
 

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds. 
 

What have we been up to? 
Re-Opening: We hope that everyone continues to stay safe as lockdown restrictions are gradually lifted. On Monday 1st 
June 2020 we reopened our doors and were so excited to welcome some of the children back to Pre-School. We have im-
plemented rigorous hygiene and cleaning measures to ensure the safety of staff, parents and children. The children have 
been amazingly resilient to these changes and are happy to be back having fun with their friends. Staff have created a 
‘curiosity cube’ containing some relevant items which has helped prompt discussion with children about Coronavirus and 
develop their understanding. We have missed the children so much and are so proud of them all. This week we awarded 
them each a medal and certificate celebrating their bravery whilst Pre-School was closed. 

 
Grow for Hanborough: The children have been spending lots of time in our lovely outdoor space, learning about growing, 
digging to prepare the soil, planting and watering. They have planted radish and carrot seeds, tomato, dwarf French bean, 
courgette and squash plants, as well as lots of amazing smelling herbs. We would like to say a massive thank you to Rob 
Hancock who kindly installed our recycled tyre planter for the children to enjoy. 
Fundraising: Like many charities during these challenging times, we are experiencing a negative financial impact due to 
loss of fees, limited access to government support and being unable to hold our usual fundraising events. We would like to 
offer great thanks to County Councillor Liam Walker for donating £500 to help us. However, we have also set up a Go-
FundMe page to help our fundraising. If you are able to make a donation, however small, we would be so grateful. You can 
either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or visit the GoFundMe 
link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526.  
 

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:  
Limited places available from September 2020  
 
We still have some afternoon sessions available from September 2020 and are now holding a waiting list for September 
2021. Although it is not currently possible to visit Hanborough Meadows Pre-School, you can take a Virtual Tour from our 
Facebook Page or website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also view our Prospectus and  
find out more about what we do.  
 
Address: 33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough, OX29 8FL    
Phone number: 01865 689 015 
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news, information and 
events. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in touch.  

http://www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.ukl
https://gf.me/u/x5h526
http://www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
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Kids’ Corner 
July Word Search  

J P G M B A V F J F V S S R D 

H M M N D Z L W C U T V W E V 

Z W A J I O Z M N R L Q I M I 

O O J E W H A W A E X Y M M S 

N Q A E R E S W N D V Y M U R 

I G R X R C B I B A N U I S Q 

R S B C A E N J F N P J N Y F 

K Z E L R C W U U O M M G T C 

S C G R Z T R S S M B E A C H 

I V I H W B A R B E C U E S J 

V E G N I P M A C L K Q I A L 

S E I R R E B K C A L B E N N 

D T B S I F G U F I Q O N D X 

P D W A F M K V V Z E A R F I 

E U I P S J G G Q Z J F F N M 

BARBECUE 

BEACH 

BLACKBERRIES 

CAMPING 

FISHING 

FLOWERS 

ICE CREAM 

JULY 

LEMONADE 

SAND 

STRAWBERRIES 

SUMMER 

SUN CREAM 

SUNNY 

SWIMMING 

July Activity: Ice Painting 
 
Summer is a brilliant time to paint, especially as you can go 
outside & get as messy as you like with your creations. One 
painter who had a very unique way of painting was Jackson 
Pollock. He painted in a way that showed emotions, instead 
of pictures of people, things, or landscapes. Some of his 
most famous paintings look just like paint has been 
splashed on the canvas with no plan—which is exactly what 
they are! He did his best to use his splashes and lines to 
show things like 'summer', 'happiness', or 'anger'. You can 
make your own Jackson Pollock paintings by using a spe-
cial summertime paint. Someday your paintings may be 
famous, too! 
 
You Will Need:  

 

Small Paper Cups  Water  Food Colouring  Paper 

Instructions: 
 

1. Fill your cups half-full with water 
2. Add 1-2 drops of food colouring to each cup 
3. Carefully place your cups in the freezer 
4. Wait several hours for the water to freeze 
5. When frozen, remove the cups from the freezer and peel 
away the cup to remove the colourful ice cubes 
6. Use the ice cubes like markers on your paper, or melt 
them in your hands and splash your 'paint' around like Jack-
son Pollock! 
 

 
Information and photos 
from:  
https://www.tate.org.uk/
kids/explore/who-is/who-
jackson-pollock 
 

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-jackson-pollock
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-jackson-pollock
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-jackson-pollock
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Methodist Church  
Services 

 

July 
                             

 All Methodist church services and activities have been suspended until further notice due to the 
virus situation.  

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister, please 
contact either: 

Minister: Rev. Rose Westwood (01993) 883614 
or Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 

Mobile: 07365325522 

The Hanborough Churches 
None of the trials which have come upon you is more than a human being can 

stand. You can trust that God will not let you be put to the test beyond your 
Strength, but with any trial will also provide a way out by enabling you to put up 

with it. 
1 Corinthians Ch 10 v 13 

The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the 
Community and will be praying for a part of the villages’ community each month. In 

July the focus of prayer will be on Church Road and Norridge Way. 

Letter from our Associate Minister 

D ear Friends, 
I have been challenged to explain why in such a secular 

world I believe in the existence of God. I am hesitant to talk 
about myself but decided that I can only address the issues 
if I do. This is PART ONE of my story. 
I have been a Christian for many years. My parents were 
not church-goers and had an extremely limited understand-
ing of what went on there and had no meaningful 
knowledge of Christian beliefs. Their understanding was 
primarily based on hearsay and ill-informed preconceived 
notions. My stepfather had been in a choir for a few 
months but had left because a fellow choir member 
touched his knee. This closed his mind for years. My moth-
er was evacuated during the war and sent to a variety of 
homes, including a vicarage. The childless vicar’s wife 
dressed my mother in a frilly dress and stood her on the 
table to admire her… my mother hated it! She was a south 
London tomboy, not a dainty doll! The middle-class image 
stayed with my mother for years. I was the only child from 
my mother’s first marriage. A quiet and shy lad who tended 
to hide in the shadows. My stepfather decided I had to 
“toughen up,” so I was sent to join the Scouts. As there 
was a waiting list, I was required to join Sunday School—
my first encounter with Christians. 
I hated Scouts because I was terrified of one of the other 
guys of my age who was a real bully. I stopped going but 
did not tell my parents and used to walk the streets until 
home time! My mother soon realised as I never mentioned 
Scout uniform to her. My parents had a blazing argument 
about it, then silence for a number of days! They just 
stopped talking to each other—the tension was concrete! 
On that rare occasion my mother won, but I kept going to 
Sunday School and loved the Christian teachers who were 
so different from my non-believing relatives. I listened but 
used to ask endless questions and once interrupted the 
class and demanded to know why the teacher believed in 

the existence of God at all. The dear and gracious lady, 
Olive, was initially uncertain what to say, then realised the 
question was from deep inside me and spent the rest of the 
time giving me her answer and sharing herself. One of the 
other teachers was Alice who was a slightly stern woman 
but great teacher. She and her husband invited us on sev-
eral occasions to their home for food and “craft.” We made 
what in my mind was a fantastic model of Jerusalem with 
all sorts of details. It was put on display in church over 
Easter. I invited my mum to come and see it, but she never 
did. I remember being in a service when we sang a chil-
dren’s song. The wise man built his house upon a rock, 
based on one of Jesus parables. I consciously remember 
asking God that my life might be built on the foundation of 
rock that is Jesus. It is the first memory I have of deciding 
that I wanted to be a Christian. It was an incredibly signifi-
cant step in a process of finding out about God. BUT it was 
only the beginning of my discovery. 
My initial discovery was Christians—people who genuinely 
believed and were trying to be disciples of Jesus. They 
were different from “Church-goers” portrayed in the media 
or comedy shows. They were genuine, caring, loving, wel-
coming, prayerful people. My eyes were opened to a whole 
different world. A lot more occurred after this to convince 
me that God is real. As I said, this is only an introduction.  
 

Every blessing, 
 

Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 Mobile:0736532552 
Associate Methodist Minister: Long Hanborough & Sutton. 
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Why not drop in to 
 
 

CORNERSTONE COFFEE 
HOUSE 

 
At the Methodist Church 

 
 

We Are still Not Open Yet But 
Hope to be Soon 

 
 

Open Fridays in term time 
8.45am-2.00pm 

 
Fairtrade hot drinks/soup 

Delicious filled rolls/homemade cakes 
 
 

Toys and books for young children 
Magazines and local papers 

‘Sunday Friends’ 
Would you like some company on a Sunday 

afternoon? Maybe you live alone, or are a carer- 

if you need fresh surroundings  

and would enjoy a friendly chat,  

then this is for you! 

We invite you to come and join us for tea and 

cake and good company! 

 

There will be no tea 
this month at the 

   Long Hanborough Methodist Church 

 

 

A warm friendly welcome awaits!  

  for further info, 

 Please contact Judy Haynes 01993 882379 

Elderberries  
 
And so Lockdown 2020 continues although as I 
write, changes are happening and shops slowly re- 
opening  to a new normal and Elderberries are hop-
ing to be part of that as soon as we safely can. In 
the meantime, both myself and Dawn are staying in 
touch with our members in different ways, ensuring 
no one feels forgotten or alone—certainly not while 
two of the chattiest girls in Freeland and Hanbor-
ough are around!  
My photo this month is of us with some of our won-
derful helpers many readers will recognise a few 
faces, and I want to take this opportunity to thank all 
of the helpers we have at Elderberries, including 
those not in this photo—myself and Dawn could not 
do it without you and everyone, past and present, 
have made Elderberries the warm, welcoming place 
it is today, so thank you all again. 
 
Gill Grahame 
Manager 
881805 
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In the Kitchen 

 

Ice Lollies for the Adults as Well as the Children 

Ingredients 
 

Children's Ice Lollies: 
 
405ml tin of condensed 
milk 
 
1 tsp vanilla bean paste 
or vanilla extract 
 
1 ripe chopped banana  
 
Either:  
 
10 strawberries  
 
Or 
 
3 Tbsp chocolate hazel-
nut spread  

 

Grown-Ups’ Ice Lollies: 
 
200ml of your favourite 
tonic water 
 
A slice or two of cucum-
ber 
 
A couple of mint leaves 
 
25g caster sugar (if de-
sired)  
 
50ml of gin 
 

You will also need: 
 
- Paper (or plastic) cups 
 
- Lolly sticks 
 
- Tin Foil 

Cook’s Chatter 
 

I’ve often sat watching the delight in children’s faces as they indulge in these   
wonderful home-made ice lollies, envious of the fun they are having. So I recent-
ly had a think and have come up with my own tasty treat that are strictly not for 
the little ones. And the best thing is… nobody need ever know.    

 

Method 
 

Children's Ice Lollies: 
1. Pour the light condensed milk into a food processor and add the vanilla and     
chopped banana. Whizz until smooth. Add either the strawberries or the choco-
late hazelnut spread and whizz again.  
 
2. Divide the mixture between 4 paper cups, cover with foil, then push a lolly 
stick through the foil lid of each cup until you hit the base. Freeze for 4 hours or 
until solid. Will keep in the freezer for 2 months. 
 
Recipe from BBC Good Food https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/milkshake-ice-pops 
 
 
 
 
 

Grown-Ups’ Ice Lollies: 
This recipe makes one lolly, simply multiply it by the number of lollies you feel 
like making. 
 
 1. Take a paper cup and first put in your mint leaves. On top of these, push in 
your cucumber slice(s) so that they are comfortably wedged into the bottom.  
 
2. In a jug, stir in your desired amount of tonic, gin and sugar until all the bubbles 
are gone and the sugar has dissolved.  
 
3. Pour into your cups and cover them with foil, push the lolly sticks through the 
foil lid of each cup until you hit the cucumber. Freeze for at least 4 hours but 
preferably over night.  
 
The best way to get both of these lollies out is to peel off the paper cup, but 
these can be achieved with plastic cups given a bit of a tap.  

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/milkshake-ice-pops
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                           A Job Done Well: 
            Carpentry, furniture assembly 
            Doors hung, door locks fitted 
            Curtain rails and blinds fitted 
            Gutters cleared; fencing                          
            Painting and decorating 

Rob Atkinson 
Property maintenance & high quality DIY 

Tel: 07876-275300  
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 

 No job 
too small 

   

 the perfect Cotswold 
hideaway 

Located in the beautiful village  
of Ramsden 
Ideal holiday home for when 
family or friends come visiting 
 Sleeps 4 with parking    
Cot and highchair available 

For more details and how to book:   07305 816115, 

info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk, 

 

Local Libraries are Still Virtually Open for Business  
 

During lockdown don't forget about your local    
library!  
 
Even when the libraries aren't open, you can find an amazing 
range of resources on the Oxfordshire Libraries website 
(https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-
culture/libraries). If you're not already a member of the li-
brary, you can join online. A few things you may find useful: 
 
The children's Summer Reading Challenge is still going 
ahead, albeit virtually. It kicked off on 5 June and is going on 
until 30 September. Join this year's mascots, the Silly 
Squad, by signing up for free online (https://
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/) and set your own goals 
for the challenge. You can unlock virtual rewards, videos and 
activities by reading your own books or eBooks and eAudio-
books downloaded from Oxfordshire Libraries. Best of all, 
you can discover some great new adventures and characters 
through reading this summer! 
 
Temporarily, you can access Ancestry at home! This service 
allows you to trace your family tree by accessing birth, mar-
riage and death records; UK Census records and parish and 
probate records. To begin your search, log in to your library 
account (https://libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk/web/arena/my-
account) and click 'Ancestry Link.' 

 
eBooks and eAudiobooks are a great way to get new 
books while the libraries are closed. You can download 
these onto your computer or other portable device. Over-
drive (and its accompanying app Libby) and BorrowBox 
allow you to browse an online library of fiction and nonfic-
tion eBooks and eAudiobooks for both adults and children. 
(Find links on https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/library/books-
and-reading/ebooks-and-eaudio) 
 
A library membership also gives you access to news, 
magazines and research. Check out PressReader, 
RBdigital Magazines and Newsbank to find thousands of 
newspapers and magazines that you can read from your 
computer or portable device. If you enjoy digging into fami-
ly or local history, you can also access British Library Nine-
teenth Century Newspapers, a collection of over 70 local 
and regional newspapers from 19th century Britain. For 
historians, the John Johnson Collection of Printed Ephem-
era includes thousands of documents ranging from the 
18th-20th centuries. Dive into Nineteenth-Century Enter-
tainment, Popular Prints, Crimes, Murders and Executions, 
Advertising and more. (Find links on https://
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/
libraries/reference-online/news-magazines-and-
research) 
 
Find all these services and much more on the Oxfordshire 
Libraries website https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries 
 
This information is not from the Oxfordshire County Coun-
cil, just avid library supporter! 
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Make Your Own Face Mask 
 

Following the government’s advice, there are now 
many situations in which it is advisable to wear some 
form of face covering. With masks scarce, here is a 
simple pattern from Public Health England which 
should get you out and about in no time.  
 

A cloth face covering should cover your mouth and 
nose while allowing you to breathe comfortably. It can 
be as simple as a scarf or bandana that ties behind 
the head. Wash your hands or use hand sanitiser be-
fore putting it on and after taking it off. Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose, or mouth at all times, and store used 
face coverings in a plastic bag until you have an op-
portunity to wash them. Do not touch the front of the 
face covering, or the part of the face covering that has 
been in contact with your mouth and nose. Once re-
moved, make sure you clean any surfaces the face 
covering has touched. You should wash a face cover-
ing regularly. It can go in with other laundry, using 
your normal detergent. 
When wearing a face covering, take care to tuck away 
any loose ends. 

You will need: 
1. Two 25cm x 25cm squares of cotton fabric 
2. Two 20cm pieces of elastic (or string or cloth    
strips) 
3. Needle and thread 
4. Scissors 

Step 1: Cut out two 25cm x 25cm squares of cotton fabric. 
Stack the 2 squares on top of each other. 
 
Step 2: Fold over one side by 0.75cm and hem, then repeat 
on the opposite side. Make 2 channels by folding the double 
layer of fabric over 1.5cm along each side and stitching this 
down. 

Step 3: Run a 20cm length of elastic (or string or cloth strip) through the 
wider hem on each side of the face covering. These will be the ear loops. 
Use a large needle to thread it through. Tie the ends tightly. 
If you only have string, you can make the ties longer and tie the covering 
behind your head. 

Step 4: Gently pull on the elastic so that the knots are tucked inside the 
hem. Gather the sides of the covering on the elastic and adjust so the 
covering fits your face. Then securely stitch the elastic in place to keep it 
from slipping. These elastic loops fit over the ears. 

Face coverings should not be used by children under the age of 3 or those who may find it difficult to manage them cor-
rectly. For example, primary age children unassisted, or those with respiratory conditions. 
This information is a guide to making a simple face covering. We do not endorse any particular method and other in-
structions are widely available online. Always take care to use equipment safely to avoid injury. Children should only fol-
low these instructions under the supervision of adults. 

Find more info at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering 

YOUR OWN FACE 


