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Hanborough Really Got Into the 
Spirit of Things This VE Day 

 

A  big thank you and well done 
from the Hanborough Herald to 

everyone who took part in the VE 
Day celebrations last month. 
They were fantastic and really 
helped to lift everyone's spirits. 
Dave Bayliss in particular did a 
fantastic job enlisting the local 
chaps to cover Marlborough 
Crescent in bunting and flags at 
seven in the morning. What a wonderful reminder 
of just how lucky we are to live in a village as vi-
brant and welcoming as Hanborough and to have 
had such brave men fighting to protect all that we 
take for granted today. Here are a few photos from 
the day, including one from Churchill’s grave in 
Bladon.  

Photographs courtesy of Dave Bayliss, Gill Battams, the Wileys  and Julie Bennett 
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For a wide range of homemade cakes, biscuits and 
scones (gluten & dairy free options available) 

 Contact Rachel - 01993 881867 
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com 

Find me on Facebook 

June Report 
 

Parish Council Meetings and Elections May 2020 
Due to the pandemic, the Parish Council and local elections due on 7th May were deferred for 
a year. The current councillors will stay in post until next year. 
We also had to cancel the Annual Parish Meeting, which was originally to be in April. This will 
not take place this year. 
The ordinary meeting in April was cancelled, and legislation has now been changed to allow 
for online meetings with the first held in May. This and future meetings will be notified on the 
website and noticeboards as usual. Public participation is encouraged as always, and this can be by questions to the 
clerk or chair in advance or by requests to speak. The clerk will share online joining instructions on request. 
 

MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area) Opening 
This reopened on 13th May as per government guidelines. Councillors discussed at length the pros, cons and risks of 
this opening, voicing concerns about adherence to social distancing. We urge users to follow the latest government dis-
tancing rules, please. The playground and outdoor gym remain closed until further notice. 
 

Highways Maintenance 
The current situation has brought some opportunities with OCC taking advantage of the quiet roads to complete a large 
number of pothole repairs. Other services have suffered from some delays, and we are aware of issues with road sign 
repairs, for example. Please continue to use the reporting link below to get jobs on the list for the council.  
 

Bigger Wheelie Bins for Keen Recyclers 
West Oxfordshire residents wanting to recycle more can now swap to a larger recycling wheelie bin for free. The current 
blue-lidded wheelie bin for recycling materials is a standard 240 litre size, but the new larger bin, at 360 litres, offers 50% 
more capacity. 
  

West Oxfordshire’s recycling is collected fortnightly in the blue-lidded bin, and glass is collected separately in a black 
box. However, food waste is collected weekly. Recycling materials collected in the blue-lidded wheelie bins are card-
board, paper, foil, cartons, aerosols, food tins, drink cans, plastic bottles, tubs and trays. 
  

To order a free bigger recycling bin or any additional recycling container, call 01993 861000 or email                       
enquiries@westoxon.gov.uk. 
 

Parish Council Website 
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. If you want 
to know more about what is happening, check on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk.   
 

Reporting Highway Problems 
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems.  Councillors 
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have, be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths, 
etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary.  
The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues. 
 

Planning 
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the 
decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site: 
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/. 
 

There is also a service that allows you to register to automatically receive updates on any new planning applications in 
your area. You can register at he following location:  
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/. 
 

Parish Council Meetings 
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 9th June 2020 online at 6:30pm. 

mailto:enquiries@westoxon.gov.uk
http://www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk/
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/registering-on-our-website/
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Ellen Armitage   Tel: 883974 
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com 
 
Peter Brittin   Tel: 881980 
email: peterbrittin7@gmail.com 
 
Jeff Borer   Tel: 882286 
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Niels Chapman (Chair)   Tel: 882932 
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Michael Franklin   Tel: 883738 
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com 
 
Rod Fraser   Tel: 880195 
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Officers of the Parish Council 
Jon Gammage: Clerk    
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS 
Tel: 07909 514884         
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer 
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and Al-
lotments matters. 
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire, 
OX29 8FN   
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com 
Office Hours: 01993  773532,  Mobile: 0776 7020 290 

Rich Fuller   Tel: 880337 
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Penelope Marcus   Tel: 881312 
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com 
 
Steve Page   Tel: 359984 
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
Kerry Scarlett   Tel: 881160 
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com 
 
Lucy Tritton   Tel: 881597 
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
Assisting Hanborough Parish Council 
Liam Walker: County Councillor 
Tel : 07850 014350     
email: liam.walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor 
Tel: 07966 796178  
email: merilyn.davies@westoxon.gov.uk 
 
Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor 
Mob: 07768 898914  
Home: 880689  
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk 

Hanborough Parish Councillors 

 

 
 

 

 

COMPUTER HELP 
 

Broadband and Wireless.  Installation and Training. 
Problem solving.   Jargon-free advice.    Upgrades. 

Digital Photos.   Virus Protection and Removal. 

 
                                         

Call or email me, Len Kehoe    phone: 01993 810125 

- Computer Science graduate     mobile: 07944 877437 
with over 30 years experience    email:    thepcbuddy@gmail.com 

       – based in Woodstock                web:     www.thepcbuddy.co.uk 

 
 

Hanborough Show 
12 September 2020 

Hanborough show is planned for 12th September for all the usual entries. 
If you would like to join the group that meets once a month, please contact Stuart Mason 01993 88193 or  

stumasonnz@yahoo.com  

mailto:peterbrittin7@gmail.com
mailto:nielschapman@email.com
mailto:lucytritton01@gmail.com
mailto:merilyn.Davies@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk
mailto:stumasonnz@yahoo.com
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H anborough Parish Council 
would like to thank the very 

many people who have been 
working and contributing so 
much to keeping residents safe 
and maintaining their health, 
spirit and morale during these 
extraordinary last few months. 
The countless number of brave 
and selfless offers of help to 
everyone living in the Parish 

has been amazing and are evidence of what a strong com-
munity Hanborough is. Like so many other towns and vil-
lages, we weren’t, and couldn’t have been, prepared for the 
demands made by the Covid-19 pandemic, but the re-
sponse of everyone in Hanborough has been outstanding 
and will continue to be so. 
The Parish Council want to express particularly their grati-
tude to Eynsham Medical Group and the NHS teams, to 
our key workers, to the Hanborough Co-Op, to the Cycle 
Shop, to Sportif Suzuki, to Oliver's Garage and to Blenheim 
Palace; but also to our Posties who have been delivering 
our mail every day during the crisis, and to WODC Waste 
Service, whose orange-clad operatives are keeping the 
Parish free of rubbish—so important when we are living  
through such a difficult period. And of course, to the Han-
borough Herald Team who are producing and distributing 
our valuable community newsletter. 
The Parish Council is now meeting by on-line Zoom video 
conferencing meetings (see the Clerk’s report for further 
information about how residents may participate). 
 

Hanborough Community Website 
The Hanborough Community Website https://
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/ provides much of the up-
to-date information we  may require about village amenities 
and services. For up to date information on all local infor-
mation on the villages’ responses to Covid-19,  click on the 
homepage link or go to News where there is a link to Coro-
navirus Update https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/
covid19.html. 
For trains and buses go to the Hanborough Community 
Website, and click on Amenities 
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/amenities.html. 
 

Hanborough Welfare Trust 

The Trustees of the Hanborough Welfare Trust are very 
concerned that there may be Hanborough residents who 
are in need as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic. See 
their separate article on page 6 for information about how 
to apply for help. 
 

MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area) 
As announced in the Clerk’s Report, following the Govern-
ment’s decision on 13 May to allow outdoor sports facilities, 
such as tennis and basketball courts, golf courses and 
bowling greens to open, the Parish Council opened the 
MUGA. However, its use is subject to the following con-
trols: 
Residents should only use these alone, with members of 
your household, or with one other person from outside your 
household, while keeping two metres apart at all times. 
This guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-
alert-and-safe-social-distancing. 
 

This question is also dealt with in the guidance's FAQs sec-

tion: 
"1.3 Are you reopening tennis courts / golf courses / bas-
ketball courts etc? 
Yes. Sports courts can re-open, but you should only par-
take in such activities alone, with members of your house-
hold, or with one other person from outside your house-
hold, while practising social distancing. You should take 
particular care if you need to use any indoor facilities next 
to these outdoor courts, such as toilets. You should not use 
these facilities if you are showing coronavirus symptoms, or 
if you or any of your household are self-isolating." 
Full FAQs here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
coronavirus-outbreak-faqs-what-you-can-and-cant-do. 
 

Children’s playground and outdoor gym will remain closed 
until further guidance from the Government. 
 

Pavilion Playing Field 
From the beginning of June for several weeks, drainage 
work will be carried out at the above. This will join up the 
Pavilion Hall to the main sewer adjacent to the Manor 
School and close to Pinsley Road. This will replace the now 
defunct septic tank servicing the hall. This work will involve 
digging out deep trenches to lay new pipe work. The exca-
vations will have barriers around them for the safety of the 
public, so please keep away from these areas. The work 
will take around 2 weeks to complete. 
 

Community Hall and Use of S106 Monies 
Following the Presentation Day in the Pavilion on 14 
March, when options for spending S106 monies for recrea-
tional use that the Parish has received were presented, 
there was considerable and useful feedback from resi-
dents. Once some form of normality returns the Parish 
Council will follow up and present these findings. 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Schemes for Hanborough 
The Parish Council is investigating this and will report in 
due course. 
 

Eynsham Medical Group New Hanborough Surgery  
Construction was suspended because of the Coronavirus 
crisis, but is planned to have started again by 25 May. 
However, the delay means that the new Surgery will not 
now open until early 2021. 
 

Verge Mowing 
The number of cuts of verges through the villages is likely 
to be reduced during the coming months, although main-
tained in those areas where road safety visibility is essen-
tial. This will be an opportunity for the recovery of wildlife— 
which may otherwise be destroyed by the regular cutting— 
and provide evidence for where the Parish verges would 
benefit from more wild flowers to flower and set seed.  
 

Freeland & Hanborough Comet Bus Service 

Unfortunately the Comet Bus Service has been cancelled 
until further notice due to the governments advice on the 
current pandemic.  
 

Hanborough has shown great community spirit since the 
pandemic has started, and we have all come together by, 
ironically, staying two metres apart. Please continue to ob-
serve social distancing—it is so important for the future, 
health and safety  of us all. 
 
 
 

Hanborough Parish Council 
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HANDY MAN SERVICE 
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower resealants 

Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs & 
carpentry 

 

CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or  
Email:  dasdecandbuild@gmail.com  

Please Note... 
• Due to the current emergency, some dates may 

change; please contact the event organiser to confirm.  

• Opinions expressed in this publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough 
Herald, but are the views of the contributors. 

• Advertisements appearing in this publication are not 
endorsed nor specifically recommended by the 
Management Committee of the Hanborough Herald. 

• If you respond to an advertisement, please mention to 
the supplier that you saw their advertisement in the 
Hanborough Herald. 

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ? 
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you, 
they are available from the following locations: The Cycle 
Shop, The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage, 
Methodist Church, Siblings Hair Dressers, Effects Hair 
Studio or online at:                          
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/  

A Warm Welcome to All 

New Residents 

If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough 

or Church Hanborough and have not yet received a 

‘Welcome Pack’, do please let us know so that we can 

give one to you. 

This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, 

and the pack contains information with contact 

numbers about things that go on in the villages and a 

map to help you find your way around. 

Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com  
 

Has a new family arrived near you? 
 

We would love to welcome them and give them a  
‘Welcome Pack’. 

 
If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379 

or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com 

Hanborough Herald  Contact Details  
 

Editor: Tommy Begley   
hanboroughherald@gmail.com   
Tel: 07796 795207 
Advertising  Officer: Val Pankhurst 
advertshh@gmail.com   
Tel: 01993 882363  
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls   
Tel: 01993 881466 
Management Committee: All of the above plus: 
Chairman: Nigel James   
Tel: 01933 881711 
Treasurer: Michael Greenway  
Tel: 01993 357014 
Member: Jane Lewis   
Tel: 01993 883077 

Waste & Recycling  
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/jars.  
In GREEN weeks recycling, garden waste and food waste 
will be collected. 
In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be 
collected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to 
our depot via our new online form:  
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin.  

10th & 24th June 

3rd & 17th June 

mailto:dasdecandbuild@gmail.com
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/
mailto:advertshh@gmail.com
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H anborough Welfare Trust (HWT) was set up originally as 
The Charity of Robert Valence in 1632 to help the needy 

in Hanborough Village. Over the centuries, other charities 
with similar aims amalgamated with it. In 1830, four differ-
ent charities amalgamated, and it became officially called 
the ‘Hanborough Welfare Trust’. Its income, however, re-
mains small. It receives annually the rent from two fields 
which farmers use. One is on the way to Witney and the 
other in Bletchington. We also receive a very small amount 
from investment, the latter from one of the four original 
charities (The Susan Hart Charity). You may have come 
across other similar, very small parish charities, as many 
exist around the country. Freeland has a similar local chari-
ty for the needy. I myself have fairly recently come from a 
parish in Surrey where I was a trustee of a charity with simi-
lar origins and purposes.  
Traditionally, each Christmas up to 200 individuals in Han-
borough who were needy would receive very small 
amounts of money as a sort of ‘Christmas present’. This 
was stopped fairly recently in Hanborough as a ‘system’ 
because it caused complaints that some received these 
and others, probably just as needy, did not—you can never 
get it exactly right. Now trustees consider and hopefully 

respond to requests as and when they happen. 
If you have been involved in the charities sector, you may 
know that a few years ago the Charities Commission (CC) 
demanded that charities raise a minimum of £5,000 annual-
ly to become registered as an Official Charity, and eligible 
to claim tax relief. This was far beyond what was received 
by HWT, as for many other similar small parish charities. 
This did not mean that HWT no longer existed. Its work 
continues. But in June 2018, HWT was de-regulated—the 
Charities Commission no longer wanted our Annual Re-
turns and it took away our individual Charities Number. 
HWT is at the moment amalgamating with Eynsham Medi-
cal Trust (which had similar issues). However, in practice, 
and with the blessing of the CC, both charities continue to 
work completely separately as Charitable Incorporated Or-
ganisations and have their own bank accounts. During the 
transition period, HWT continues to operate fully in accord-
ance with CC rules as an under £5000-a-year-turnover 
charity. After 450 years, we are also in the process of regis-
tering with HMRC as a Charitable Incorporated Organisa-
tion so that we can receive Gift Aid. 
HWT trustees are very aware that there may be some in 
need as a result of the Coronavirus epidemic and requests 
are invited at this time to cover emergencies by any individ-
uals or families who live in Hanborough and may consider 
themselves and their need appropriate. Please do so by 
emailing Gill Breakspear on gillbreakspear@btinternet.com 
or Rev. Nigel Knights Johnson on nigelknightsjohn-
son@gmail.com.  
 
Nigel Knights Johnson 
Secretary, Hanborough Welfare Trust 
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M. J. PHILLIPS 
CARPENTRY & PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 
 

City & Guilds Qualified 
No job too small - FREE quotes  

Tel: 01993 704654 
Mob: 07737 535696 

Email: mjpcarpentry1@gmail.com  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Stay Active at Home with Generation Games!  
 

G eneration Games, Age UK Oxfordshire’s physical activity 
service, usually runs close to 80 classes across the 

county. Over 1,000 people usually join these sessions, 
which contribute to their weekly physical activity quota. 
With the outbreak of the Coronavirus, everything changed.  
Generation Games quickly decided to suspend all classes 
until further notice. Class participants are on average in 
their 70s, and many have a long-term health conditions, 
such as high blood pressure, diabetes or COPD which af-
fects the lungs—putting them in the ‘At Risk’ group.  
We all know the physical and mental benefits of being 
physically active, and for many, not being able to attend 
their weekly class will have a negative impact. Therefore, 
exercise needs to continue—even in these unprecedented 
and stressful times—not only to maintain physical fitness 
and benefit mental wellbeing, but also to give focus to a 
now entirely disrupted routine.  
Whilst many online exercises exist already, they are not 
geared towards older age groups. Generation Games are 
launching specialised online home exercise films led by 
three of their highly trained Postural Stability Instructors. 
The sessions were recorded just before the lockdown at 
their office and will be a variety of Strength & Balance exer-
cises, including some floorwork and Tai Chi. Generation 
Games will publish one a week on their website 
www.generationgames.org.uk.  
Another innovative idea came about when one of their in-
structors was self-isolating but wanted to be involved in 
helping older people remain active. She recorded, on her 
phone at home, a short piece of audio exercise instructions 
and a talented illustrator is creating a character to go with 
it. The result is a charming animated character who will be 
doing exercise from her home.  

Bin Crews Praised After Figures Reveal Major Increase in 

Lockdown Waste 
 

T he efforts of West Oxfordshire waste crews during lock-
down have been praised by Cabinet Member Cllr Nor-

man MacRae as new figures showed major rises in the 
amount of waste being collected during the Covid-19 peri-
od.  
Overall, 625 tonnes of household rubbish excluding garden 
waste has been collected during the lockdown period—86 
tonnes more than in the same period last year. 
The figures also show 306 tonnes of garden waste was 
collected—a rise of 33 per cent on the previous year, illus-
trating how green-fingered West Oxfordshire residents 
have been making the most of lockdown by getting out into 
their gardens. 
Similarly, people have been cooking more with 94 tonnes 
of food waste generated—a rise of 29 per cent. 
A total of 235 tonnes of recycling was also collected—up 
10 per cent—while the amount of general household waste 
stood at 296 tonnes, a rise of 12 per cent. 
Cllr MacRae, Cabinet Member for the Environment, said, 
“These figures show how much extra pressure crews from 
our contractor Ubico have been under at a time of extraor-
dinary stress in the workplace. I am sure residents will want 
to join me in thanking them for their continuing efforts. We 
have maintained a full kerbside collection service through-
out this period and recently we re-introduced the bulky 
waste collection service, all of which is a remarkable 
achievement.” 

mailto:mjpcarpentry1@gmail.com
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Woodstock & District U3A 
 
As I write in mid-May, lockdown has been playing havoc 
with the branch programme, as with those of so many 
organisations. Monthly speaker meetings have been can-
celled or postponed—watch this space or our website  for 
news of their resumption. The national 'U3A Day' planned 
for 3 June will now take place on Thursday 1 October— 
note it in diaries and look for more information nearer the 
time in the press or our website www.u3asites.org.uk/
woodstock. 
Many of our individual interest groups have been hit. Our 
Walkers and Amblers had to content themselves with soli-
tary strolls in the unseasonable but welcome warm spring 
weather. Incidentally, the Spring issue of the national U3A 
journal 'Third Age Matters' (an enjoyable add-on to mem-
bership) features a description of Chester U3A's Croquet 
Group: might croquet have been compatible with lock-
down? Take a look, too, at the croquet section of U3A's 
national website.   
Other interest groups that normally meet indoors suffered 
a double whammy with the closure of Woodstock's 
Ryegrass 'common room', home to many U3A branch 
activities since its  foundation. Added problems for Book 
and Play Reading Groups came from the closure of coun-
ty libraries which normally provide those Groups with raw 
material. More cheerily, our Recorder players again come 
up trumps, with Zoomed practice sessions and online 
group newsletters which cheerily feature music to prac-
tice, recordings and other items. One such missive, rather 
oddly perhaps, featured  the fetching image of a Canada 
goose—descant, treble or tenor, I wonder?   

 
Further information: Chris Sladen 01993 811826. 

The Oxford Bus Museum: 
Then and Now SFC 610 AEC Regal IV 

 

I n 1952, The City of Oxford Bus Company bought four 
new luxury coaches with leather seats, of which SFC 610 

was one. They were never used on bus duties but re-
served for excursions, with the result that they were little 
used. The above picture is of the bus in Gloucester Green 
about to depart for an outing to London Zoo. 

In 1970, SFC 610 was sold to The London Brick Company 
for use as staff transport around its brick works near Bed-
ford. The coach covered rough ground, resulting in struc-
tural damage to the body, which means that any future 

restoration would be a major undertaking. 
Up to 1970, the express services between Oxford and 
London were operated by South Midland from their garage 
in the Botley Road, so this coach operated on the London 
Route only when additional coaches had to be hired in to 

meet peak demand, despite the blinds in the recent picture 
below of the bus on display in the museum. 
If you compare the two pictures closely, you will notice that 
the trafficator arm has been replaced by a now standard 

flashing yellow light.  

The museum remains closed because of the coronavirus 

emergency. All events and heritage bus rides have been 
cancelled until further notice. If you want to contact the 
museum, please use our email address, which is           
info@oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk, as telephone calls and 
messages on the museum’s landline are not being moni-

tored every day, although directors regularly visit the mu-
seum. 

Rotary Club of Eynsham  
 
Change of Meeting Venue. 
 
Sadly, due to the closure of The White 
Hart, Rotary Club of Eynsham has 
moved its twice monthly, Tuesday even-
ing, meetings online.  We will be holding virtual meetings 
via Skype and/or Zoom.   
See our page at Eynsham Online or on Facebook for fur-
ther details. 
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1st Hanborough Freeland Scout Group 
 
What have we been doing lately? 
Read on to find out! 
 
The lockdown has interrupted our usual programme of meetings and 
events, but that hasn’t stopped us from still being active and connect-
ing with our members. 
For example, Cubs have adapted well to holding virtual meetings via 
Zoom every Wednesday evening. Lately they have had Lego building 
challenges, played quizzes and bingo, and have been working towards 
gardening badges by attempting to grow pumpkins. Thank you very much to the Cubs leaders and volunteers for mak-
ing these virtual meetings possible. 
Our biggest event so far during lockdown took place over the Easter weekend. Oxfordshire Scouts launched Oxon East-
er Camp, to encourage as many Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers as possible to make their own camps at home 
over Easter. 
Over a thousand families took part all over Oxfordshire, setting up tents in their gardens. Lots of our members partici-
pated and shared photos of their stay-at-home camps, BBQs, fires and dens. This wasn’t quite how we imagined our 
camps would be this year, but we were happy to see so many of our members enjoying camping experiences at home. 
Well done everyone that took part! 
Due to the current situation, all Scouting events across Oxfordshire this summer have been cancelled. This means that 
events and camps that our members would normally have enjoyed participating in are no longer taking place, such as 
CESAW, Aqua Camp and County Awards Day. The Oxfordshire Scouts organisation is hoping to start running activities 
again from September, but this has yet to be confirmed. We will keep you informed as things develop. 
Meanwhile, for loads ideas of things you can do at home with your Beaver, Cub, Scout or Explorer please visit 
www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors and www.scouts.org.uk/activities/?setting=At home. 
There are plenty of suggestions on there to keep you busy! 
Don’t forget to visit our website for regular news updates: www.hfscouting.org.uk. 
 
Matthew Ruddle (Publicity Rep)  
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Without regular management, rank tussock-forming grass-
es can quickly dominate, reducing species diversity.   
Many of the verges in Hanborough however, are main-
tained as lawns by homeowners. To the home owner that 
has a Council owned verge outside their home, it’s very 
tempting to ‘tidy it up’, particularly as spring progresses 
through to summer. Mowing the verge to a lawn has be-
come increasingly popular over the years, and its effects 
can be seen in most locations around the village. It does 
create a uniform appearance, but it also creates a green 
desert virtually devoid of active bio-diversity.  
Oxfordshire County Council, supported by Hanborough 
Parish Council, are keen to increase active bio-diversity 
wherever it is possible to achieve it. A recent survey of our 
village’s verges by the Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust identified 
that if our verges were mown to promote species diversity, 
they would bounce back very quickly, as many of the spe-
cies present in species-rich verges in West Oxfordshire are 
present in Hanborough’s verges. It is simply that plants are 
not able to grow to maturity and re-seed.  

Timing is everything—it is vital that wild flowers are able to 
complete their full lifecycle, i.e. grow, flower and set seed. 
This replenishes the seed bank and allows populations to 
be maintained cost-free and indefinitely. Cutting too early 
and too frequently swiftly eliminates many species, reduc-
ing diversity and the value of the road verge. Cutting after 
flowers have set seed in late summer allows visually strik-
ing displays of wild flowers and a rich source of pollen and 
nectar for pollinators; wild flowers take roughly 6-8 weeks 
from flowering to set seed. Collecting mown cuttings is im-
portant. Not only does the verge look less neglected, litter 
collection is aided and, slowly, soil fertility is reduced so 
helping wild flowers to thrive at the expense of fast-growing 
nutrient-loving grasses.  
Wild flowers and plants play a fundamental role for wildlife, 
and their colour and character light up our landscapes. But 
without our help, this priceless natural heritage is in danger 
of being lost (Plantlife, 2016). If you possibly can, residents, 
resist the urge to mow the verge. 
 
 
 
The Good Verge Guide: A different approach to managing our waysides and verges (2016) 
www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/4614/8232/2916/Road_verge_guide_17_6.pdf 

is for verges… There are nearly 313,500 
miles of rural road verge in the UK—
equivalent in area to our remaining low-
land, species-rich grassland. They are 
rather overlooked in their importance to 
wildlife, but they support 700 species of 
wild flower—nearly 45% of our total flora.  
In West Oxfordshire, there are some 

beautiful examples of verges that are home to a wide 
range of meadow flora such as Cowslips (Primula veris), 
Primrose (Primular vulgaris), Oxeye Daisy 
(Leucanthemum vulgare), Field Scabious (Knautia arven-
sis), Clovers (Family: Fabaceae), Campion (Silene dioica),  
Vetches ((Family: Fabaceae), Knapweed (Centaurea 
nigra) and Meadow Crane’s-bill (Geranium pratense), to 
name but a few. Some also have displays of Spotted 
(Dactylorhiza fuchsii),  Pyramidal (Anacamptis pyramidalis) 
and Early Purple (Orchis mascula) Orchids. In May to 
June, Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) exuberantly 
decks the verges around Hanborough with masses of 
frothy, white flower umbels (umbrella-like clusters). This 
diversity is aided by an infertile soil, which results in a thin, 
short grassland where delicate grasses like Crested Dog’s-
tail (Cynosurus cristatus) allow plenty of room for other 
species to grow. 
Of course, a rich flora supports a wide diversity of insects, 
butterflies and moths. It also supports many small mam-
mals, such as rodents (voles, mice and shrews) and the 
diets of predator species. A good example of an apex 
predator (a species at the top of the food chain), which can 
regularly be seen hovering over our verges, is the Kestrel 
(Falco tinnunculus), a falcon which uses its razor-sharp 
vision to catch unsuspecting prey. The eyesight of a kes-
trel is so good it can spot a beetle from 50 metres away! 
They can even see ultraviolet light, which is invisible to the 
human eye. This means they can detect the urine trails left 
by rodents on the ground, helping them to locate their 
prey. The mixed flora and grassland habitat of the verge is 
ideal for kestrels, as they are vole specialists, with the 
Field Vole (Microtus agrestis) accounting for the majority of 
its diet.  
Though there has been an increased recognition of the 
value of verges to species’ abundance and diversity in re-
cent years, sadly all is not well with verges. Due to poor 
management and nutrient pollution, there has been an 
overall 20% drop in floral diversity with a significant ‘knock 
on’ effect to other wildlife species.  
Is possible for the Hanborough villages to make a differ-
ence and reverse some of this decline? It can, with very 
little effort and a significant saving to the tax payer.   
Regular verge management is needed and essential, but 
not at the current level of mowing.  The County Council is 
responsible for mowing verges on an annual or cyclical 
programme. This is ideal, as it helps to manage problem 
and competitive species. Grasses often out-compete wild 
flowers, as they typically have extensive root systems, can 
be vigorous and can cope with a wider range of conditions. 

                    By a Country Girl  

Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats 

www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2019-09/Managing%20grassland%20road%20verges.pdf  

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/4614/8232/2916/Road_verge_guide_17_6.pdf
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2019-09/Managing%20grassland%20road%20verges.pdf
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rj_pimm@hotmail.com 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM 
 

Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, 
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor. 

Many non-Catholics come to our church or get help from our Priest. All are welcome. 
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR     Phone: 01865 881613     Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk 

 
THE PARISH PRIEST: Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries  
by phone on 01865 881613 or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com 
 
THE RETIRED PRIEST: Father Martin Flatman is available on  07719 646790  
or email frmartinflatman@gmail.com    
 
NO PUBLIC SERVICES:  

St Peter’s Catholic Church, like all other churches, is not open to the public at the moment, 
but Father Mark, the Parish Priest, still says Mass every day inside the church. Father Martin, the retired Priest, is in self-
isolation at home in Eynsham, but he also says Mass every day. This means that you can always contact one or other of 
them by email or phone to ask for special prayers if you have a special need. Just remember that you are, and the whole 
world is, being prayed for. You can also watch Mass from many other churches live or recorded online. There is a great 
selection of churches to choose from using these two platforms: 

Churchservices.tv is a platform that connects communities and provides churches with a space to broadcast—
particularly Mass, Adoration and prayer. 

https://www.mcnmedia.tv/ is another platform that does the same and includes Corpus Christi, Headington in Oxford. 

 

Blackfriars, Oxford is a Catholic House of Dominican Friars in Oxford and the advantage of going to the site https://
www.youtube.com/user/Godzdogz is that instead of seeing a single priest, you see the whole religious community tak-
ing part, and you can either view this live or view it when it suits you, as they are all recorded. 

 

The National Catholic Shrine to Our Lady at Walsingham has a full broadcast schedule, including Mass, Rosary, Vespers, 
Exposition, Mass in Latin and even some talks. View it at https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/. 

Another suggestion is to use Magnificat. During this time, when we can’t attend Mass, the producers of the booklet Mag-
nificat have kindly provided complimentary access to its online version to help people follow the Mass and pray from 
home.  

mailto:stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
https://www.churchservices.tv/country/england/
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/
https://www.youtube.com/user/Godzdogz
https://www.youtube.com/user/Godzdogz
https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/
https://us.magnificat.net/free
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Freeland Nurseries 
Freeland Nurseries 

Wroslyn Road 
Freeland 

OX29 8AQ 
Telephone enquiries: Monday- 

Saturday 9.00am-5.00pm; Sunday 
9.30am-5.00pm 

Tel:- 01993 881430 
Website: https://

freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/ 
Freeland Nurseries has now 

reopened.  We are adhering to strict 
social distancing rules and making the 

nursery as safe as possible for our 
customers. Please bear in mind that, 

to permit effective social distancing, we 
are only allowing 6 people into the 

premises at any one time but we are 
endeavouring to get visitors in as 

quickly and, more importantly, safely 
as possible. 

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Freeland Gardening Club 
 

I am sorry to inform you 
that both the April meeting 
and the May excursion 
have been cancelled due to the current 
health circumstances we find ourselves in. 
For information about the Club please con-
tact jillandray@btinternet.com 

 How the Papers May  Report the Pollen Levels this 

Summer                                                 from Divalde 
  
If the pollen count is high: 
 

The Thymes: Potential short falls in the pollen count have 
failed to materialise. A spokesman says that confidence in 
the farming sector has been shaken but government sources 
say it is business as usual. Starmer says PM position untena-
ble! 
 

The Day E-mail: Beware BRITAIN!! Taking A Levels? 
Then prepare for catastrophic failure as your hay fever pre-
vents YOU studying properly, putting paid to that place at 
Uni and the career you wanted so much. Remember BRIT-
AIN, every job that you fail to get is one more for Johnny 
foreigner!! And what’s the government doing about it…
well I think we all know the answer to that one! 
 

The Guaridian: Of course philosophically the pollen is 
perhaps better understood when taken in the Platonic round, 
where its true Form, if you will, is perhaps the very  
essence of the pluralistic ideal, and so the concept of wheth-
er the pollen is high or not remains a moot point. 
 

The Eye: Pol ↑  
 

The Stun: Here’s a picture of a woman sunbathing. 
 

If the pollen count is low: 
 

The Thymes: Later today the Chancellor will announce that 
a run on pollen should increase the value of all pollen relat-
ed product. The Bank Of England deny rumours of hyper 
inflation as government sources say it is business as usual. 
Starmer says PM position untenable!  
 

The Day E-mail: PANIC BUY anything pollen related be-
fore its too late. With no pollen we should expect a disas-
trous summer, with the butterflies and bees dying off and 
crops failing, leading to global famine. And what’s the gov-
ernment doing about it…well I think we all know the an-
swer to that one! 
 

The Guaridian: Are we once more celebrating the glory of 
Edwardian England captured in all of its bucolic splendour 
as the pollenesque inversion trails like a ghostly Roman Le-
gion across the dusty plains of the Holy Land. Probably not. 
And yet wasn’t it Nietzsche who said ‘when its up its up 
and when its down its down’…so true. 
 

The Eye: Pol ↓  
 

The Stun: Here’s a picture of a woman sunbathing 

Hanborough Covid-19 Update 
 Helpline: 01993 651344 

 

The Hanborough Covid-19 helpline is monitored between 
9:00am–9:00pm every day of the week by parish council-
lors and volunteers. The helpline can be called if: 
a.) you haven’t been able to get hold of your street man-
ager/champion and you need help with shopping/posting, 
etc. 
b.) you know that a prescription is due to be picked up on 
a certain day or the pharmacy have instructed you to 
phone the helpline re: a prescription drop-off.  
 

When you phone, listen to the recorded message and 
then leave your message after the tone. A volunteer will 
pick up your call, phone you back to get more details and 
talk through your request. It may not be straightaway, but 
we aim to reply within a few hours at most. 
We have also liaised with the pharmacy to organise twice 
weekly drop-offs of prescriptions Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings after 5:00pm, so your prescription request will 
be added to the relevant list. Please make sure that you 
know your prescription will definitely be ready on either 
the Tuesday or the Thursday. These drop-offs are being 
carried out by village volunteers who follow a protocol to 
ensure safety at all times. Delivering in this way reduces 
queues at the pharmacy and keeps pharmacy staff safe. 
In the last few months, volunteers have delivered numer-
ous prescriptions to all parts of the village. 
Thank you to all the volunteers who have made all this 
possible. 
Stay safe! 

Tel:-
https://freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
https://freelandnurseries.wordpress.com/
mailto:jillandray@btinternet.com
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June Report 
 

D ue to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, we have decided 
to postpone our programme of talks until further notice. We are 

exploring methods of delivering virtual talks and will update mem-
bers accordingly.  
We hope to resume as soon as possible, and depending on circum-
stances, to run the Bedfordshire Garden trip in July, but at the moment it is still too early to confirm one way or the oth-
er. We will inform everyone concerned as soon as possible.  
To help keep our spirits up during the current crisis, we’re compiling some useful information on the Club website: 
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#newsSection with hints and tips about growing your own with links to 
YouTube videos.  
If you have any gardening ideas and tips that you’d like to share, or feel the need of gardening advice, please do let us 
know by using the Contact button on the website. We’ll try and fulfil any needs as best we can.  
After the Government’s recent relaxation of advice about garden centre opening times, we can announce that Freeland 
Nursery, Bunker’s Hill, Cassington, Yarnton and Burford nurseries are now open (Charlbury tbc). Please check with the 
individual nurseries for details about access. Some have restricted opening times due to reduced staff. Links to all 
these nurseries are on our website as above. 
Two local interest groups have been created recently, the Hanborough Covid-19 Mutual Aid Group at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199034258019390/?
notif_id=1587305099401879&notif_t=group_r2j_approved and the Grow for Hanborough at: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/2590086271237013/  which has many tips and ideas for local gardeners.  
You can still renew your annual membership and benefit from the discount available at local nurseries and garden cen-
tres. Please go to the website for details.  
We are reviewing the situation regularly, and updates will be posted on the website. In the meantime our thoughts are 
with you and we wish you well with you and your families and your gardening enterprises.  

Dix Pit  
 

T he Dix Pit household waste recycling centre has been 
open since Monday 18 May, but residents are being 

urged to hold their visit unless it is absolutely essential. 
Long tailbacks are proving an issue at the site run by Ox-
fordshire County Council. These are being exacerbated by 
reduced opening hours and the number of vehicles access-
ing the site being reduced by 50 per 
cent to allow for social distancing. 
Government guidance says that trips 
to a recycling centre should only be 
made if ‘essential’—that is, if the 
waste cannot be stored safely with-
out harm to health. It adds, “It would 
be reasonable for residents to under-
take a journey to a HWRC if the 
waste or recycling could not be 
stored safely at home or disposed of 
through other legitimate routes such 
as a dedicated collection. By this we 
mean that the waste/recycling could not be stored on their 
property without causing a risk of injury, health or harm to 
the resident or other members of their household or harm to 
public health and amenity.” 
Residents are also reminded that the full bulky waste ser-
vice has also been available since the 14th of last month. 
For more information, see: 
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/
getting-rid-of-large-items/ 
Things to remember when visiting the reopened centres:  
1. You should only visit the site if you cannot safely store 
your waste at home. 
2. Revised opening hours: All sites open at 8:00am and 
close at 4:00pm to allow them to be  cleaned for the follow-
ing day. The summer evening opening hours are            

suspended. 
3. Vehicle numbers and parking bays have been reduced 
on site, and once the maximum is reached, the site will op-
erate on a one-out, one-in basis. PLEASE NOTE the po-
tential for long delays and queues. 
4. Please follow any instructions given by traffic marshals 
to ensure queues are managed safely. 
5. Charges for non-household waste brought to sites will 

continue, and this will be by con-
tactless card payment only. 
6. Residents are expected to self-
police and abide by social distanc-
ing of two metres from site teams 
and other residents at all times. 
7. For an initial period, no hire 
vans or trailers will be permitted 
onto sites. 
8. Site teams are there for guid-
ance only and will not be able to 
assist residents in unloading their 
waste. 

9. Only one resident is permitted out of the vehicle, unless 
it is to unload a heavy load which would otherwise be un-
safe to remove. Visits are best made by just one person 
per vehicle. 
10. In line with Public Health England guidance, residents 
who are vulnerable, or who are showing symptoms which 
may indicate Coronavirus, should not visit household recy-
cling centres. 
11. Residents are requested to ensure all waste is pre-
sorted before arriving at site to ensure minimum time on 
site. 
Please refer to the Oxfordshire County Council website 
before leaving home to familiarise yourself with these and 
to avoid frustration and delay: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wastereopenquestions 

https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#future
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#future
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#newsSection
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199034258019390/?notif_id=1587305099401879&notif_t=group_r2j_approved
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199034258019390/?notif_id=1587305099401879&notif_t=group_r2j_approved
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2590086271237013/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2590086271237013/
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#newsSection
https://www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/#newsSection
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BABY/TODDLER GROUP 
Every Tuesday 
10am-11.30am 

Recreational Hall, Long Hanborough 
Entrance £2.00 per family (first session free) 
Facebook - Hanborough Nought to Naughties 

Email – hanboroughnoughttonaugh-
ties@gmail.com 

 

 

A Report From Graham Shelton, Governor of the Oxford 
University NHS Foundation Trust  
 

I  have just come away from a virtual Council of Governors 
meeting for the Oxford University Hospitals Foundation 

Trust this afternoon, and I want to share with you straight 
away the very positive update on Covid-19 in our hospitals 
that the Governors received. 
The OUHFT put together a comprehensive pandemic plan 
to clear the decks ahead of the expected peak in Covid-19 
admissions. This has provided 125 critical care beds with 
ventilators and a further 400 beds with oxygen supply. The 
expected peak has been more modest than the original 
model suggested, and there has been an average total of 
about 100 patients with Covid-19 in the John Radcliffe and 
Horton Hospitals on any day. Most have required oxygen, 
and I understand that today 22 people are being ventilated. 
They are receiving expert care. New modelling suggests 
that the peak may be lower but longer-lasting than originally 
predicted, and it may go on for some time.  
There is enough Personal Protective Equipment at the OU-
HFT hospitals, and at no time has any member of staff 
been without the appropriate protection. Although there 
was a somewhat higher-than-normal staff absence early in 
the pandemic with staff self-isolating, staff are returning, 
and there have been no serious staff shortages. There has 
been significant staff redeployment and training involving 
over 5,000 staff from the 13,000 total. This includes some 
quite technical stuff involving managing patients in inten-
sive care as well learning how to cope with doing the job 
wearing full PPE for a whole shift. Staff also have access to 
well-being care to help with the stress of the current situa-
tion. There is no shortage of Covid-19 testing kits for staff, 
the rate limiter being staff uptake rather than kit availability. 
I asked a question about the care of patients with non-
Covid-related problems and I was reassured that there are 
detailed protocols in place to ensure appropriate specialist 
management of such patients, even if they are not admitted 
to the usual wards because of the rearrangements neces-
sary. 
Oxford is one of the largest centres of excellence in the 
South East in managing the pandemic and you can be re-
assured, as I have been, that the hospital administration 
and staff are doing a stellar job, which should be the envy 
of the whole country. All this is going on while maintaining 
its capacity as a major regional trauma centre and also 
maintaining urgent cancer care at the Churchill Hospital. 
Fantastically well done! 
You may be interested to know that a phase I/II study of a 
new Oxford vaccine is underway with 400 patients in each 
arm, one of which will receive the vaccine and the other of 
which will not. The hospital has dispensation to test these 
patients to check their Covid-19 status as that is a key re-
quirement of the study. 
I am so impressed by what I heard today and congratulate 
everyone who has played any part in helping to keep us 
safe and so very well cared for. Thank you. 
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The Raven and the Dove                                from Divalde 
                                                                                                       
Free at last he starts to fly, 
Black and sleek against the sky, 
Noah’s Raven, to find a haven, 
A mountain tall and dry. 
 
The eagle would fly too far, too high, 
The wren or sparrow would surely die, 
‘Raven you’re strong, you won’t be long’, 
The crafty bird winked his eye. 
 
The bible is silent on Raven’s fate, 
The sun withdrew, the hour was late, 
So Noah asked Dove to rise above, 
And go where seas abate. 
 
The emissary made its fateful flight, 
Returning in peace the following night, 
Land was near, but it shed a tear, 
At Raven’s selfish plight. 
 
They had met and talked near Ararat, 
Where Raven’s heart was cold and black, 
His feet were dry, he didn’t see why, 
He should cross the waters back, 
 
The shadows that grip the heart in the dark, 
Are as feckless as time, and as old as the ark, 
Even now when the flood waters rise, 
Raven black wings still cover the skies, 
Tearing up carrion, like their own self-respect, 
Wetting their beaks in the tears we wept. 
 
But for every Raven there is always a Dove, 
For each selfish act there’s always love, 
For every creature unwilling to grow, 
There’s a selfless carer and a rainbow on 
show. 

Have Your Say on the Council’s Climate Change Strategy 
 

W est Oxfordshire District Council is committed to tackling 
climate change, and now it wants to hear from you. 

We want everyone—residents, community groups, busi-
nesses and more—to come together and tell us how we 
can all make a difference to our environment today and in 
the future. 
A special survey has been published asking for your views 
on actions we can take in our Climate Change Strategy. 
What are your priorities? Do you have ideas that we could 
help with? Are there projects already taking place in your 
neighbourhood? 
We are also reaching out to young people, as we know 
climate change is something they are passionate about and 
soon we will be launching a special competition looking for 
the best ideas. Cllr David Harvey, Cabinet Member for Cli-
mate Change, said,  “In lockdown we have caught a 
glimpse of what life could be like with fewer cars and less 
pollution and lots of people cycling and walking. There has 
never been a better opportunity to rethink our lives and 
help shape our environment for future generations. Recent 
weeks have shown how well we can work together, and it is 
vital we take this approach to tackling climate change.” We 
have declared a climate and ecological emergency and 
made a pledge to become a carbon-neutral Council by 
2030. 
Recently we announced we are supporting the Southill So-
lar farm near Charlbury (pictured) with a £2.5m loan, and 
we are also investigating the provision of electric car charg-
ing points in key locations. Work is also now under way to 
adopt energy-efficiency measures, source low and zero-
carbon energy and invest in renewable technologies for the 
Council. 
For more information on the steps we are taking in West 
Oxfordshire and to access the survey, see: 
www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment/climate-action. 
The consultation is open until 16 June. 
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The Hanborough Environment Group 

Biodiversity 
 

I  sat down to write this article about biodiversity and 
came up with lots of statistics and information, but it did-

n’t convey what I wanted. Then I thought about you, read-
ing this, and thought what I really want to do is invite you 
into my garden. Lockdown won’t allow that sadly, so I’m 
going to try and do it via this article. Because my garden 
is amazing.  
The reason my garden is amazing isn’t because it looks 
good. It looks ok, but that’s a side effect. You see, unlike 
many gardeners, my main concern 
is biodiversity, not looks. Before we 
start, you’ll need a nice cup of tea. 
Now we can begin.  
When you step outside, you’ll no-
tice the humming. There are bee 
hotels on either side of the door, 
which is south facing and gets a lot 
of sun. This is ideal, as the red ma-
son bees which live in the hotels 
need the warmth. Many of the 
holes are blocked with mud be-
cause the female bees have been 
busy laying eggs and sealing them in mud ever since they 
hatched in March. Other holes have cute little bee faces 
looking out. A handful of hopeful males hang around out-
side, occasionally falling onto the ground in a frenzy of 
fighting. The old wall underneath has a covering of moss, 
and woodlice and millipedes live in the cool dampness. 
There is an old yellow rose here too, which smells glori-
ous. If you look carefully, you can see lots of greenfly, 
which the birds come down and pick off and the odd nib-
bled leaf, courtesy of sawfly larvae.  
You’ll also notice the lawn, which apart from the area 
grazed by our guinea pigs, is long and has wild flowers in 
it. There have been no chemicals of any kind put on the 
garden for at least 10 years, and if you were to dig into the 
soil—which I do every year for a biodiversity survey with a 
website called OPAL—you’d see it is teeming with worms, 
centipedes, millipedes, springtails and many others. Apart 
from planting things, the garden has not been dug either. 
It’s mulched every year with compost from our compost 
bins, and that’s it.  
On either side of the lawn are shrubs and flowers, provid-
ing a succession of flowers throughout the year, even in 
December and January in case any bees are awake. 
Lungwort, lily of the valley, red campion and comfrey are 
flowering now and are covered in bumble bees of various 
kinds. In the summer, butterflies feed on plants like valeri-
an, buddleia and yarrow, which have platform-like flowers. 
Caterpillars feed on the comfrey, occasional nettle and 
fireweed.  
If you look closely at the flower beds, you’ll see what look 
like tunnels that wind their way through the flower beds, 
and that’s exactly what they are. They are the paths the 
hedgehogs follow every night as they make their way from 
a gap in the fence near the house, up the garden. They go 
via the feeding station for kitten biscuits and the pond for 

a drink then up to the top of the garden and away. They 
pass a hedgehog house under the hebe on the way up 
and sometimes go in for a rest. We have at least six that 
come regularly, and most autumns, I collect a litter of 
young, too small to survive hibernation, which I keep and 
feed up until they’re big enough to handle the winter.  
When you get to the first pond, which is very small and 
made of an old planter, you’ll see the other two ponds. 
They are small too—one is a half barrel and the other 
made with a ‘proper’ pond liner. They may be small, but 
they are full of life. Two types of native snail live there, the 
ramshorn and the common pond snail, eating the weed 
and marginal plants. There are 
tiny freshwater crustaceans, 
frogs, newts, leeches and caddis 
fly larvae. If you get a magnifying 
glass, you can see daphnia, cy-
clops and ostracods. They are 
incredibly beautiful intricate little 
creatures, sometimes carrying 
visible egg sacs.  
Iridescent red damselflies and bright green dragonflies fly 
around and perch on the surrounding plants, sometimes 
dipping down to the pond surface to mate and lay their 
eggs. Hover flies buzz, staying completely still in the air as 
they try to attract mates.  
On from the pond is the shed, with its bird boxes, butterfly 
hibernation areas and green roof which we made our-
selves. Its covered in sedums, wildflowers and has ashy 
mining bees nesting in small holes in the earth. By the 
shed, a hibernaculum for frogs, toads and reptiles made 
of large stones and bits of pipe covered in earth and 
plants can be seen if you know where to look. Under a 
foxglove is a nest of buff tailed bumble bees, and if you 
wait, you can see them arriving and leaving again. The 
bees are really big and incredibly furry. After the frost the 
other night, I found one upside down in the dirt, unable to 
move. I picked her up and brought her in for a spell on the 
radiator and some sugar water. When a bee drinks, you 
can see her tongue emerge from the tongue sheath and 
lick up the liquid. The tongue is feathery at the end and 
flicks in and out. Also, many bees have visible mites in 
their fur, just like a wild mammal would. Once she warmed 
up, she was fine and zoomed off into the distance.  
If you could stay till dusk, you’d likely meet a hedgehog or 
two, and if you put your tea cup down, they’d knock it over 
and get in to drink the dregs. You’d also see an array of 

moths, pale in the moon-
light feeding on honey-
suckle and jasmine. 
Sometimes a hawkmoth 
comes along. Humming 
bird hawkmoths look and 
sound exactly like tiny 
humming birds. Bats flit 
over the trees feeding, 
and as you sit and listen 
you can hear many 
things—worms moving 

(Continued) 
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Hanborough Walking Group 
 

 

We are a very friendly and informal group who meet up 
the third Sunday of the month and walk for approximately 
2 hours. Some walks are local, and some may be a short 
car ride away. We do try and lift share as much as possi-
ble. Sadly, because of the ongoing Covid-19 crisis and 
lockdown, we are unable to organise any walks for the 
foreseeable future. As soon as we are able to, we will, of 
course, resume these walks, and hopefully that won’t be 
too far in the distance. 
With one thing and another, we have only managed one 
walk this year, and that was in January. In March the 
weather yet again stopped us from meeting. Hard to imag-
ine now with such beautiful weather since. The paths 
have all dried up, and everywhere is looking absolutely 
beautiful with the wildflowers, and the bluebells and wild 
garlic were spectacular carpeting our woodlands. The 
birdsong has also been amazing to listen to this spring, 
perhaps because we are now able to hear them not being 
drowned out by the background noise of traffic! 
I hope you have been able to enjoy the footpaths around 
Hanborough on your daily exercise. With Blenheim Estate 
opening up Abel Wood there are certainly more options 
for circular walks.  
On the Community Website https://
hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/ there is a suggested 
walk in the Gallery tab that would be ideal for an hour’s 
stroll. If you would like any other ideas, then do please get 
in touch and I can suggest some to you. 
Wishing all our walkers good health, and please all stay 
safe. 
 
Lucy Tritton lucytritton01@gmail.com 

leaves in the flower beds, cockchafers flying, snails and 
slugs moving through the leaves.  
Night or day, the garden is alive. From the robin that will 
eat from my hand, to the bees, to the nesting blue tits and 
visiting sparrowhawk, wherever you look, something inter-
esting is happening.  
If you are interested in getting more wildlife in your gar-
den, have a look at the Hanborough Environment Group 
facebook page or get in touch at 
heg.enquiries@gmail.com.  
 

Hanborough Environment Group News 

Despite the Covid Lockdown, Not All Our Projects Are on Hold 
 

Zoom Meeting on Saturday 20 June 3:00-5:00pm – 
Hope that some of you will join us to get to know each oth-
er and discuss the possibility of launching the Hanborough 
Nature project. The idea for the project was covered on 
the front page of the April edition of the Herald. Please 
email heg.queries@gmail.com to receive a link to enable 
you to join the meeting online.  
Climate Awareness Campaign – The Hanborough Envi-
ronment Group has recently submitted a response to the 
climate-related aspects of the public consultation conduct-
ed by Oxfordshire County Council about the “Local 
Transport & Connectivity Plan”.  We are essentially calling 
on OCC to run a substantial Climate Awareness campaign 
calling on the public to help mitigate the climate crisis by 
planning smaller families and reducing consumption. The 
full submission is accessible from our Facebook page. 
Climate & Environment News Sources – The national 
media are preoccupied with the Covid crisis, so if you wish 
to learn about what is happening with regard to the climate 
crisis, the best way is to sign up to a dedicated news 
source. There are several excellent free services availa-
ble, and there is a lot going on: 
CarbonBrief.org – They are funded by the European Cli-
mate Foundation. By signing up, you will receive an email 
every week day summarising climate-related news articles 
that they consider worthy of inclusion.   
ClimateAction.org – Seems to be sponsored by the UN. 
They run free Webinars and online news features about 
sustainability, COP26, etc. 
ClimateOutreach.org – A charity providing a free monthly 
newsletter by email 
PopulationMatters.org – A charity providing a free 
monthly newsletter by email 
Climate News Network – numerous online news articles 

https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/
https://hanboroughcommunity.co.uk/
mailto:lucytritton01@gmail.com
mailto:heg.enquiries@gmail.com
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES 

SERVICES IN THE PARISH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH  

with CHRIST CHURCH and MANOR SCHOOL, LONG HANBOROUGH 

No services until further notice 

Noah Stanley Moss  

12th May 1999–7th May 2020 

D ear Friends,  
  

By now many of you will have heard the terrible news that Noah died in a tragic accident on May 7th 2020. Just a few 
days before his 21st birthday. The previous day had been the best of all days for Noah, our own Huckleberry Finn and 
we will always be thankful for that. 
Thank you so much for all the kind thoughts, cards, flowers, presents, cakes, bread and wonderful meals. They have 
all kept us going through tears of sadness and joy as we recall our beautiful son and brother—Noah Moss. 
You have all shared so many wonderful memories, thoughts and stories about him. Without exception, every one of 
them have described his kindness, smile, thoughtfulness and ability to talk to anyone about anything and everything. 
He had so many ideas and opinions that he wanted to share—he so loved to chat. He was consistently true to himself, 
as the stories have proved. 
We knew him as an intelligent and compassionate young man, a kind son, a good person. Deep and philosophical. 
Light-hearted and carefree at the same time. His brother Adam remembers him as a wonderful brother, funny, engag-
ing, odd ball, many times irritating but a huge source of entertainment. He was greatly loved by us and his wider fami-
ly. 
Sadly, his future won’t materialise as planned. But he won’t experience any sadness, misery, rejection, sorrow. He 
went out, as his brother Adam and Adam’s girlfriend Lana say, at the top of his game! Life was not 
going to be better than studying Ocean Science at Plymouth University and messing around with his 
mates on the river, living a life that HE wanted. 
Heartfelt thanks to this wonderful community that we are proud to live in. 
 

With Love 
     Rob, Jackie, Adam and Lana 

Helen Taylor  

September 1930–May 2020 
A dear friend remembered… 

 

H elen grew up in London, not far from Marylebone Station, and she lived with her Mum and brother Billy. Sadly Billy 
passed away when he was only four years old. Helen was an evacuee during the Second World War; this experi-

ence made her realise what true hardship really was. 
In 1965, as a young married woman, Helen moved to Abelwood Road. She arrived in her Morris Minor with her hus-
band and two sons—Mark and Adam. 
Some of you will remember Helen as Mrs. Perry who helped in the classrooms at the Primary School in the village; 
Helen was a classroom helper for many years, and she adored working with young children. 
Later in life, Helen got re-married to Alan and continued to live in the village. Those of you who met and knew Helen 
will remember her as extremely high-spirited, loved to chat and was always friendly to anyone who could spare her 
some time. She made many visits to the local CO-OP! 
Helen was a member of many activities in the village, including Long Hanborough Bowls Club. 
In the years to follow, Helen’s youngest son Adam was tragically taken in a motorbike accident, and Alan passed 
away. Even with all the pain and grief endured, Helen remained upbeat and always had a true zest for life. 
Helen’s final few years were spent in Madley Park Care Home, where she felt safe and well cared for.  
On 6 May Helen lost her fight for life. 
She is survived by her eldest son Mark. 
I will always remember her words to me, “I do hope they bury me with plenty of people to talk to.” 
She will be sadly missed.  
 
Farewell my friend,  
     Jill Hutchins 
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Christian Aid 2020.  
Every. Last. Drop.  
With Coronavirus rampant 
throughout the world, it’s 
been a strange time for us 
all, and Christian Aid has 
had its Week (10–16 May). Sadly, we were unable to deliver 
an envelope to your door. However, the good news is that 
the Just Giving site we set up will remain operative until the 
end of June, so may I encourage you to consider making a 
donation to Christian Aid in this way if you haven’t already 
done so at 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hanborough-
christian-aid-week-2020 or by telephoning 020 7523 2269 
if you prefer. It is unfortunate that Christian Aid cannot ac-
cept post at the moment, but I know they will be able later to 
accept donations, so there will always be another day!  
Last year we raised £2,571.21. It would be lovely if we to-
gether could make a similar donation this year to help peo-
ple like Faith, who is just so pleased to have some water to 
enable her family to live, to water her animals and grow 
some crops. For others like Rose, aged 67, it may be a six 
hour walk to fetch and collect water for her grandchildren, or 
for Justine, for whom every last drop of water is precious, as 
it is becoming harder to survive droughts. 
I wonder how many times you have washed your hands in a 
day? Sadly water is not so freely available for the people of 
Kenya and they value every last drop. Money raised this 
year will help them to build dams to preserve every last 
drop. 

And a Thank You! 
Firstly thank you very much to everyone who has contribut-
ed to the Just Giving site for Hanborough and Freeland. As I 
write, we have raised £2565. This is wonderful, and I do 
thank you for your generosity. Last year across the Bene-
fice, we raised £4,000.00, and whilst I knew we would be 
hard pressed to match that amount, I am delighted with what 
we have achieved. There will be some people who (like me!) 
were reluctant to donate online and may well have done so 
for the first time or have telephoned their donation. Unfortu-
nately, we don’t have a record of the telephone amount, but 
if you have donated in this way, again thank you! 
Whilst Coronavirus has been the focus of our news over the 
last few weeks, we may well have lost sight of the bigger 
picture. Christian Aid wanted to press for climate change. It 
seems odd that such an invisible weapon can have achieved 
some positive results for us here, as we are all aware of the 
better air condition and the sound of bird song is evidence of 
the absence of traffic, but we know that this won’t necessari-
ly last for ever. Whilst Kenyans suffer droughts, they pray 
that the rainy season will bring them their much needed wa-
ter supply. They need clean water to keep their community 
alive and safe. Please do bear Christian Aid in your thoughts 
and prayers, and help us to help people like Faith, Rose and 
Justine as they long for their community to benefit from 
dams and taps which will enable them to save Every. Last. 
Drop. Of Water.  
 
Thank you, Gillian Hunt (Tel. 01993 881828)  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hanborough-christian-aid-week-2020
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hanborough-christian-aid-week-2020
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H anborough Meadows Pre-School 
(previously Long Hanborough Play-

group, est. 1984) provides a high 
standard of pre-school education for 
children aged between 2 and 5 years 
old. We help children to develop and 
thrive in our small, friendly and be-
spoke setting, which was opened in 
April 2019. Our pre-school enjoys 

strong links with local schools to facilitate a smooth transi-
tion for your child into the Foundation Stage of primary 
school. We have a strong emphasis on outdoor learning 
and run our Forest Rangers sessions on Tuesday and Fri-
day mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is com-
mitted to safeguarding, and all staff and volunteers are vet-
ted to ensure the welfare of the children. We are an ap-
proved setting for grant funding of 3 and 4 year olds, and 
eligible 2 year olds and also accept childcare vouchers.  
Sessions run Monday to Friday during term time only (2 
session minimum policy) 
 
Full day: 8:30am–3:15pm £30     
Lunch Club: 11:30am–12:15pm £4    
AM session: 8:30am–11:30pm £17 
PM session: 12:15pm–3:15pm £17 
 

What have we been up to? 
 

We hope that everyone is staying 
safe and well during these chal-
lenging times. Whilst unable to 
attend Pre-School, the children 
have been keeping in touch and 
sharing some of the fun activities 
that they have been up to so far. 
 

Rainbow walks: Many of the children have been enjoying 
creating and also spotting rainbow pictures around the vil-
lage whilst taking their daily exercise. On 
your walk, try challenging the children to 
find something natural to represent every 
colour of the rainbow… a green leaf, a 
yellow dandelion, etc.  
 

Planting seeds: It's a lovely time of year 
to get out into the garden. 
Some children have been planting vege-
table seeds and watching them grow, some even a horse 

chestnut tree grown from conkers col-
lected in Autumn! 
 

Baking: The children have been baking 
some tasty treats! Navajo bread, Easter 
cornflake nests and lots of biscuits. A 
quick and easy biscuit recipe: 150g self-
raising flour, 100g butter (softened), 50g 
sugar. Beat the sugar and butter togeth-
er, add the flour and combine into a 
dough. Roll into balls and press down 
with a wet fork. Bake for 15
-20 mins on 180°C. You 
can add chocolate chips or 

other flavours to the mixture, and have fun 
decorating them when cool. 
 
 

Water painting: Using a paintbrush and just 
water, some children have been very creative 
‘painting’ on walls, fences and patios and 
watching as the sun makes them disappear! 
Magical! 

 

VE Day: This year’s VE Day com-
memoration was extra special for the 
75th Anniversary. Whilst staying at 
home, Hanborough celebrated with a 
great sense of community and neigh-
bourhood. The children enjoyed af-
ternoon tea parties in their front gar-
dens, making colourful bunting and 
learning some history behind the oc-
casion. Certainly a day they will re-
member for years to come. 

 

We feel lucky to be part of such a caring community. If 
you are in need of help whilst self-isolating please 
reach out and call the Parish Council support line: 
01993 651 344. 

 

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:  
We still have some limited places available from Sep-
tember 2020  
 

If you would like to enquire during the Pre-School closure, 
please email: 
hanboroughmeadowsoffice@gmail.com 
Visit our website to view our Prospectus and to find out 
more about what we do: 
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk  
Our address is:  
33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough, 
OX29 8FL 
Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with the latest 
news, information and events. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep 
in touch @hanboroughmeadowspreschool .  

mailto:hanboroughmeadowsoffice@gmail.com
http://www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk
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Hanborough FC Report 
 

F ollowing the suspension of this years cam-
paign, Hanborough FC would like to 

thank all their supporters, sponsors, com-
mittee members and, of course, players 
for all their efforts last season. Manager 
Chris Doyle issued this statement follow-
ing the news that the current season 
would be cancelled due to the corona-
virus pandemic: 
Although the 2019/20 season will be re-
membered for the strange and unprece-
dented climax it was prematurely brought to 
a few weeks ago amidst the current Corona-
virus pandemic, we still have lots to look back 
on and reflect on. 
Having gained promotion to the Oxfordshire Senior 
League Premier Division in slightly fortunate circumstanc-
es, I believe it was nothing less than we deserved. Now is 
not the time to go into all that again, we added strength to 
our squad and had a busy and interesting pre-season tak-
ing a look at our options. Then on a midweek night in Au-
gust, we started away at Charlton Utd, and I was immense-
ly proud of the performance that night—a dominant and 
controlled display with 5 new signings all gelling well earn-
ing a 0.2 win, further good displays at Yarnton, Freeland 
and at home to Summertown saw us unbeaten in our first 4 
games at this level, earning 10 points from a possible 12—
a clear indicator that we belong at this level.  
We were bought back down to earth away at Cropredy who 
proved to be our kryptonite this season as we were soundly 
beaten 3.0. Cropredy were by far the best side we faced 
this season, well disciplined and organised—a clear sign of 
the work that goes in at this level, work which in truth we 
never managed to get near either on the pitch or on the 
training ground. 
Availability of players began to cause serious issues which 
combined with the loss of our Reserve team, due to no one 
stepping into the role as Reserve team manager, caused 
us pain and left us disjointed and failing to get into any 
rhythm. That said, we soundly beat Mansfield Road 3.0 and 
were 2.0 up at home against Cropredy before crumbling to 
a 2.3 defeat, a draw away at Garsington was followed by 
another proud moment for me personally…  
Taking Hanborough into the Oxfordshire Senior Cup for the 
first time in the club’s history, we were drawn at home to 
Summertown and put on a vintage display to get into the 
next round romping home 4.1 with their goal coming right at 
the death as way of consolation. A tie against Clanfield of 
the Hellenic league followed, and although the scoreline of 
0.3 was disappointing, the performance was much better 
than that scoreline suggested—players working hard for 
each other and ensuring that our higher league opposition 
knew they were in a game, with a goal just before half time 
and two late goals as we pushed hard to get back into it 
were the difference. 
In a month of cup games, we also bowed out of the 
league’s Presidents Cup at the hands of Kennington, where 
I felt we got what we deserved having showed a lack lustre 
performance but only narrowly lost 3.2. 
The availability issue reared its head again as we took on 
Summertown (again) in the 2nd round of the Oxfordshire 
Charity Cup. We took to the field with only 10 men and I 
was also not there. The lads that day should be immensely 
proud of what they achieved in what I was informed was a 

real gritty and determined performance to win 5.3 
and put us into the Quarter Finals, where we 

overcame Freeland on pens, before bow-
ing out in the semis at Cropredy despite 

a promising 1st half against league 
leaders Cropredy, we would bow out 
0.3, all the goals coming in the 2nd 
half. 
Our league form continued to fluctu-
ate between the good, the bad and 
the ugly with no consistency being 
shown. Bad defeats to Chesterton 

and Horspath were followed by a 
great performance at home winning 5.1 

against Garsington, followed by a bore 
draw at Summertown and a dismal defeat 

at Kennington where we were forced to take 
a real hard look at ourselves, the effort we were 

putting in and what we wanted out of our season. 
The form picked up after this, efforts improved, availability 
improved, a couple of new signings brought new energy 
and life into the squad, which resulted in 2 cup wins against 
Garsington and Freeland (on pens) and a league win 
against Bicester Utd. Our final game, as it turned out, was 
much like the first, a dominant display against Charlton Utd 
and a 1.0 win. 
Then, just as we were getting up for a Cup semi final 
against Eynsham and a good league finish, it was brought 
to an abrupt end. I would like to again thank our supporters, 
and sponsors for their help this season. 
Also, thanks to Becky Doyle who has been so helpful in 
running our own little bar serving teas and coffees during 
our home games. 
Our new committee have had several meetings already 
and will again soon to help plan and discuss the club’s fu-
ture. Thanks to all committee members, with Richard 
Brookes being a link to the HPFA, thanks for your help. 
Once again, the Keylock brothers for doing a great job be-
hind the scenes with the pitch looking in excellent shape as 
ever. Thanks, guys. Also thanks to all the players, who 
have played their part this season. I have enjoyed working 
with you and look forward to doing so again soon. 
The work for next season has already started, as we hope 
to build on what we did this season—fingers crossed get 
the Reserve team back—and I personally look forward to 
working over the summer to ensure Hanborough FC are 
raring to go when this horrible epidemic has passed. I hope 
everyone is staying safe and is looking after their loved 
ones. Looking forward to seeing all of you again soon. 
 

Thanks again, 
Chris. 
 

Tel: 07880646217 
Email: Chris_doyle04@yahoo.co.uk  
 

The club would like to thank Chris for all his efforts over the 
last few seasons in taking Hanborough FC on the journey 
they have been on. 
Next season, the club is looking to expand with the addition 
of a Reserve team side and will potentially bring youth foot-
ball back to the village. Anyone that feels they can assist in 
coaching in any capacity, please get in touch with the club 
via their Facebook or Twitter pages. We will be looking for 
players of all ages, along with volunteers looking to run 
youth sides as soon as the lockdown eases up. 
Training will hopefully resume as soon as possible through 
the summer months. Again, keep an eye out for updates on 
the Facebook and Twitter pages. 

mailto:Chris_doyle04@yahoo.co.uk
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 the perfect Cotswold 
hideaway 
Located in the beautiful village  
of Ramsden 
Ideal holiday home for when 
family or friends come visiting 
 Sleeps 4 with parking    
Cot and highchair available 

For more details and how to book:   07305 816115, 

info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk, 

Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club 
 
Hello, everyone. Well here we 
are in very unusual times, and 
like all the clubs, we are not 
meeting but trying to make the 
most of it. Our new committee 
have got off to a flying start, with 
the committee having their first 
Zoom meeting, which worked 
very well once connected! The 
Chairman has sent out to all the members a newslet-
ter, including in it some photographs of Spring arrange-
ments to hopefully encourage members to go into their 
gardens and just pick a few flowers and some greenery 
and do an arrangement. It is surprising how a few flow-
ers in a small container can lift one up. 
It is, of course, unknown when we will really start back 
to our planned programme. The May meeting (a mem-
bers’ arrangement evening) and June meeting (a de-
monstrator) both have been cancelled. We have an 
outing planned for July but will have to decide nearer 
the time if we are able to do that. 
Just watch this space for further information and like all 
other clubs, we are just longing to be back with all our 
friends doing something that we all enjoy. 
Take care everyone, stay safe. If you would like to 
know more about us, please contact me.  

Margaret Lang 01865 376587 

mailto:info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk


24 

 

WI News 
No meetings in April or May as we all suffer the Gov-
ernment’s lockdown. We all miss our social gatherings, 
of which there are many to be enjoyed in Hanborough. 
Hopefully, it wont be too long before we can all meet at 
church, to keep fit, sing, play scrabble, paint, drink cof-
fee, enjoy lunch together and all the other ordinary ac-
tivities that make up our life in this village. 
At WI, we should have been welcoming our local police 
officer who was to talk to us about her work in our com-
munity. I am sure it would have been very interesting, 
and maybe we will be able to re-book her when things 
get back to normal.  
Don't forget your local WI. The second Thursday in 
each month at 7:30pm in the Recreation Hall.  For more 
information contact me, Carol Bower on 01993 
881930.  We are looking forward to your company. 

H ello all. Since setting up the Covid-19 Mutual Aid Group, 
I have been amazed at how our village has responded 

to this pandemic and am reminded, once again, how right 
we are to be proud of it. We have really looked out for each 
other and continue to do so, and if there was an award for 
‘Best Village Ever,’ we would probably win it! You will have 
received our newsletter, which details what we have been 
doing, but I wanted to let you know we have delivered over 
600 Co-op shopping deliveries to residents using the van 
loaned to us by Blenheim, we have delivered over 50 
planting packs to children, are in the process of creating 
adult planting packs to deliver and many people are mak-
ing masks for the doctors surgery. Volunteers have also 
been working with the surgery to take oxygen testing kits to 
patients to assess the need for hospital admission. Soon, 
you will see old tyres, donated by Oliver’s Garage and Su-
zuki, pop up around the village filled with plants and flow-
ers. Hopefully this can cheer us all up as we wait to get 
back to the ‘new normal’. With regards to the Dis-
trict  Council, virtual meetings have started, and we held 
the first full council meeting, which was live streamed on 
Facebook. Planning meetings are re-starting and the first 
Uplands committee meeting will be held at the beginning of 

June. Staff are working hard to make sure members of the 
public can still speak and ‘attend’.  
If you haven’t already joined us on the Facebook Page, you 
can find us at Hanborough Covid-19 Mutual Aid. If you have 
a question or need help, you can email us at 
lhcovid19@gmail.com, but if you want to get in touch with 
me directly, please email me on Meri-
lyn.davies@westoxon.gov. 
Thank you to everyone for everything you’ve been doing 
and to everyone who welcomed us so warmly when we de-
livered food. If I had to be stuck in a pandemic with anyone, 
I’m glad it’s been with you all!    

mailto:lhcovid19@gmail.com
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Hanborough Pre-School 
 

                                            Est. 1965 Charity No 304309 
 

Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming 
children from 2 to 5 years of age. Government funding for 15 to 30 hours is available for children aged three years or 
over and 15 hours for some two-year-old children—please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We 
provide a safe and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education.  
The sessions run from Monday to Thursday during school term time starting with the morning session from 8:45am to 
11:45 am, lunchtime sessions where children can stay and have lunch is from 11:45am to 12:15pm and the afternoon 
session is from 12:15pm to 3:15pm. Fridays Pre-School finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also run Forest 
School sessions on Friday mornings, where the children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.  
 

Term 5: Whilst we have been in lockdown during this current term, we have been sending out some ideas to do with 
your children, and we have all enjoyed seeing the observations you have been adding on Tapestry. 
Term 6: At the time of writing this for Hanborough Herald, we are in discussions about starting back, discussing what 
sessions we can offer and for which children. Parents will be contacted via Mailchimp email and our Parents only Face-
book page. 
Allotment: We are so pleased with the new fencing installed by Tom MacBurnie who also supplied us with some wood 
chippings. A new shed should be put up, too, in the next few weeks. Work to keep the allotment tidy is continuing with 
thanks to Jackie, Elly, Rachel and Tel. We look forward to taking the children there again soon. 
 

               
 

          
 
 
Staff, Committee and all Parents and Carers send their thoughts and love to Jackie, Rob and Adam at this sad time 
following the loss of Noah.  
 

Current Fees: Morning (8:45am–11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15pm–3:15pm) are £15 per session. Lunchtime 
sessions (Monday to Thursday inc. 11:45am-12:15pm) are £2 per session. For details on what sessions are currently 
available, please contact us for more information. You can also place your child on the list to start in September. Do 
contact us if you would like to arrange an appointment to visit us if you are thinking about a placement for your child. 
Do contact us on the numbers below if you would like to arrange to visit or are thinking of booking a place for your child 
from September or email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com.  
Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news.  
You can visit our website for more information - http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/ 
 
 
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit:    Call Lynda Leach (882503)          
                   or the pavilion (883178) session times. 
 
Administration                Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)     
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated - GOOD  

mailto:pre-school@gmx.com
http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/
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Newsletter 22 — June 

Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA) 

J une is a wonderful month. Early summer is when every-
thing is burgeoning. Late frosts are behind us, so tender 

vegetables and fruits, such as courgettes, pumpkins and 
tomatoes are safe from its icy grip. Keep sowing beet-
root, radishes and lettuce successionally, every week or 
so, to ensure a long cropping season. In terms of harvest-
ing, peas should be ready now, as should gooseberries, 
strawberries, salad leaves, beetroot and radishes. 

This is a good time to sow 
carrots, but be sure to 
protect sowings 
from carrot fly, using in-
sect-proof mesh or any 
other barrier around the 
crop to a height of at least 
2 feet (60 cm) high. The 
female carrot fly is very 
low flying, so this will pre-
vent her from getting to 
the emerging carrots to 
lay her eggs.  
There are all sorts of 
pests determined to make 
a meal of your crops. To 
keep them at bay, many 

allotmenteers have developed completely organic strate-
gies for their plots, which harness natural methods to en-
sure their plots are not overwhelmed.  
Many others also increasingly want to move to towards 
more environmentally sustainable approaches. One of the 
keys to success in this is to encourage pest predators into 
the plot. Or to put it simply—use the good guys to catch 
the bad. Most pests have their own predators, so by at-
tracting these into your plot or garden they will start con-
trolling the unwanted ones for you. Centipedes will eat 
slugs and snails. Beetles eat slugs, larvae and root 
aphids. Hoverflies, ladybirds and lacewings love to snack 
on aphids, mealy bugs, mites and small caterpillars. Ear-
wigs will eat caterpillars, aphids and codling moth eggs. 
Birds also eat a wide range of pests including caterpillars, 
larvae and other soil-borne grubs. Frogs, toads, newts 
and slow worms love to eat slugs. For excellent infor-
mation about attracting wild life to your plot go to 
www.wlgf.org/ne20wildlife_on_allotments[1].pdf. 
 

An Update from the Chair of the Association about the Association Plot  
 

We have made fantastic progress since taking over No 
11, a half plot, in 2019. There are some finishing touches 
still to do, but it is now ready for the purpose it was intend-
ed. Sadly, with lockdown likely to be with us for some 
time, we cannot use it as a meeting place or for the plant 
swaps/sales or classes we had hoped to offer. We are 
growing some produce on the plot and will be offering that 
to the Hanborough Community Fridge, if that gets up and 
running, or to community groups to give to those that 
would welcome some extra fresh vegetables.  
 
In getting to this point, there are people in the Association 

to thank. Mike, Rachel, Esme and Annie for the initial dig 
over. Rachel for giving us her shed and Mark for laying 
the base and putting it up. Janet and Annie for sourcing 
and collecting free items for the plot. We have had to de-
velop the plot with almost no funds, so these have been 
very welcome. Then there are the two Richards (of which I 
am one) for strimming and mowing the front and the path. 
Finally, to Mark and Annie for stepping up to do the last 
big push to get the raised beds made, the ground levelled, 
the ground cover down and the front parking area cleared 
and levelled. It has been a lot of hard work, but it has 
been worth it, as it will be a real asset to the Association 
and, once we can start having swaps, sales and work-
shops, an asset, we hope, to the wider community of Han-
borough.  
Richard Balding   (Chair:  Hanborough Allotment Association) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

An Important and Continuing Message about Social Distancing  
 

Even though there may have been some easing of lock-
down by June, Social Distancing will still be important to 
maintain for your own safety and that of others—as ad-
vised by the National Allotment Society (NAS) and Han-
borough Parish Council (HPC), all allotmenteers are re-
quested and expected to maintain at least a 2 metre/6.5 
feet space between themselves and others. This is easier 
to manage on our site, as plots are all individually en-
closed – but this distance does need to be maintained 
when talking over fences, at water troughs or passing on 
paths. The NAS have also advised that tools should not 
be shared or hands washed in troughs. Stay safe.  
 

The Hanborough Allotment Association welcomes new 
members. If you have a plot on Hanborough’s Cemetery 
Allotments and you would like to join the Association, just 
email us at hanboroughallotmentassoc@gmail.com.   
If you would like to rent an allotment, contact               
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com or 01993 886909. 

Image—source from cutcaster.com 

May/June 2019—The recycled 
back fence is in, the ground 
dug over and the first weed 
suppressant covers are laid.  

May 2020—Bar a few tweeks 

it’s all ready to go… The new 

fence is up, the beds are made 

and the mypex is down.  
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Why not drop in to 
 
 

CORNERSTONE COFFEE 
HOUSE 

At the Methodist Church 
 

We Are Not Open Yet But Hope to 
be Soon 

 
Open Fridays in term time 

8.45am-2.00pm 
 

Fairtrade hot drinks/soup 
Delicious filled rolls/homemade cakes 

 
 

Toys and books for young children 
Magazines and local papers 

Good News for Cyclists Everywhere 
 

F ar more people will be cycling and walking thanks to 
plans to boost greener, active transport, launched today 

by Transport Secretary Grant Shapps.  
Pop-up bike lanes with protected space for cycling, wider 
pavements, safer junctions, and cycle and bus-only corri-
dors will be created in England within weeks as part of a 
£250m emergency active travel fund—the first stage of a 
£2bn investment—as part of the £5bn in new funding an-
nounced for cycling and buses in February. 
Following unprecedented levels of walking and cycling 
across the UK during the pandemic, the plans will help 
encourage more people to choose alternatives to public 
transport when they need to travel, making healthier hab-
its easier and helping make sure the road, bus and rail 
networks are ready to respond to future increases in de-
mand. 
The Government will fund and work with local authorities 
across the country to help make it easier for people to use 
bikes to get around—including Greater Manchester, which 
wants to create 150 miles of protected cycle track, and 
Transport for London, which plans a "bike Tube" network 
above Underground lines.  
Fast-tracked statutory guidance, published today and ef-
fective immediately, will tell councils to reallocate road-
space for significantly increased numbers of cyclists and 
pedestrians. In towns and cities, some streets could be-
come bike and bus-only while others remain available for 
motorists. More side streets could be closed to through 
traffic to create low-traffic neighbourhoods and reduce rat-
running, while maintaining access for vehicles.  
Vouchers will be issued for cycle repairs, to encourage 
people to get their old bikes out of the shed, and plans are 
being developed for greater provision of bike fixing facili-
ties. Many more will take up the Cycle to Work scheme, 
which gives employees a discount on a new bike.  
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said, "During this cri-
sis, millions of people have discovered cycling—whether 
for exercise or as a means of safe, socially-distanced 
transport. While there is no change to the ‘stay at home’ 
message today, when the country does get back to work 
we need those people to stay on their bikes and be joined 
by many more. Otherwise, with public transport’s capacity 
severely restricted at this time, our trains and buses could 
become overcrowded and our roads gridlocked, holding 
up emergency services, critical workers and vital supplies. 
We know cars will continue to remain vital for many, but 
as we look to the future, we must build a better country 

(Continued) 

with greener travel habits, cleaner air and healthier com-
munities.”  
An updated Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy will 
be launched by the Prime Minister in the summer, with 
further measures to transform cycling and walking to de-
liver the Government’s aims to double cycling and in-
crease walking by 2025—including the creation of a na-
tional Cycling and Walking Commissioner and Inspec-
torate, higher standards for permanent infrastructure 
across England, getting GPs to prescribe cycling and 
exercise, and creating a long-term budget for cycling and 
walking similar to what happens for roads. 
The Government will also be launching a campaign to 
encourage more people to look at alternative ways to 
travel—to walk or get on a bike for their commute instead 
of public transport. Today, riders from Team Ineos, in-
cluding Chris Froome and Geraint Thomas, will be telling 
people to #GetPedalling.  
Sir Dave Brailsford, Team Principal of Team INEOS, 
said, “If ever there was a good time to get on your bike, 
it's now. You will be helping take pressure off public 
transport. You will be looking after your health. You will 
be looking after the health of others and you will be help-
ing the environment. Let’s all get pedalling and help Brit-
ain on the road to recovery.” 
E-scooter trials will also be brought forward from next 
year to next month to help encourage more people off 
public transport and onto greener alternatives. Originally 
set to take place in four Future Transport Zones, the trials 
of rental e-scooters—which will now be offered to all local 
areas across the country—will allow Government to as-
sess the benefits of e-scooters as well as their impact on 
public space, with the potential to see rental vehicles on 
UK roads as early as June. Andy Street, the Mayor of the 
West Midlands said, “The West Midlands is proud to be 
leading the way on future transport development, and I 
am pleased the Government has put its faith in us again 
with this new and innovative trial of e-scooters. This trial 
will help bring more flexibility, choice, and greener travel 
solutions for the region, at a time when we are facing a 
climate emergency and urging people to leave the car at 
home. We will also use the trial to look at the current 
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transport challenges the Coronavirus pandemic has pre-
sented us with and explore how e-scooters could be used 
to help tackle them. No region is better equipped than the 
West Midlands to test, review, and implement trials such 
as these at pace and scale, and that is testament to the 
hard work and innovation of those working in our future 
transport sector.”  
As the Government aims to encourage people to choose 
greener forms of travel when the Coronavirus restrictions 
are lifted, a further push is being made to encourage driv-
ers to purchase an electric vehicle. An extra £10 million—
double the current funding amount—is being committed to 
the on-street residential chargepoint scheme, which will 
allow local authorities to install up to 7,200 devices, mak-
ing it more convenient to charge and own an electric vehi-
cle. Further efforts to encourage drivers to make the 
switch include the upcoming launch of a consultation, 
which hopes to make charging electric vehicles just as 
easy as filling up a traditional petrol or diesel car. It will 
explore measures such as requiring rapid charging 
points—which are fundamental for longer journeys—to 
offer contactless payment, improving transparency on 
pricing and giving drivers better access to information 
about the chargepoints available on their journey.  
The Government is also working alongside the tech sector 
to see how technology could be used to help commuters 
stagger their journeys and advise on alternative modes of 
travel. Leading transport tech experts including Google, 
Zipabout and Trainline met this week at a roundtable 
chaired by the Transport Secretary, to explore how tech-
nology could help ease overcrowding and reduce the risk 
of a second spike in Coronavirus cases.   
Potential solutions could include mobile phone apps warn-
ing when public transport is particularly busy or advising 
on a quieter time to travel, allowing people to flex their 
hours and prevent the transport network from being over-

burdened.  Calling All Hanborough Cyclists ………………………. 
 
The Government has just announced the New Era of Cycling 
and Walking as part of their strategy for green and active 
transport, in which they are investing £5 billion. For cyclists, 
that will mean more protected bikes lanes, dedicated cycle 
routes and greenways linking villages, towns and cities. 
 
If you are fed up with inconsiderate drivers speeding through 
Hanborough, unreliable bike lanes, the absence of cycle routes, 
pot-holes, nowhere to cycle safely with your kids, if you’re a 
cyclist or would like to get on a bike but for the dangerous road 
conditions, then sign up to 
 

Hanborough Bike Forum 
 
We are campaigning for government funds to establish safe and 
favourable conditions for cycling in Hanborough, conditions 
that encourage and enable us all to lead active and healthy lives. 
Join Hanborough Bike Forum and join the campaign.  
 
Whatever your age, from young to old, whether you bike to 
shops, to school, to the Station, or to work, or you’re into long 
distance Audax/competitive cycling, please join the group. 
We will campaign for safe cycle routes 
on the A4095 to Woodstock and Witney, 
on the dangerous Lower Road to 
Eynsham, down the narrow Swan Lane to 
Combe, or on any local public routes 
cyclists use. 
 
Contact hanbikeforum@outlook.com 
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                           A Job Done Well: 
            Carpentry, furniture assembly 
            Doors hung, door locks fitted 
            Curtain rails and blinds fitted 
            Gutters cleared; fencing                          
            Painting and decorating 

Rob Atkinson 
Property maintenance & high quality DIY 

Tel: 07876-275300  
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com 

 No job 
too small 
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Kids’ Corner 
June Word Search  

S E S P G T T I Q G E P Y B L 

T E O L Q A C O N Z D O A A A 

S O I D A E R I H S I V D R M 

L U B L C D H D E T S Y S B M 

M V N R F S N S E G A G R E I 

B J E S I R S A M N E X E C S 

L A N F H A E O S W S Y H U G 

M T B E L I M T S E E B T E Q 

A Q E G N W N X T G V I A P N 

Q H N S U M M E R U K I F I I 

S U N C R E A M E E B Z V C E 

S E I R R E B W A R T S T N U 

B B V N A Y Y A D I L O H I E 

X F R H Y A K T X L O I C C Y 

X U I V B L H L Z M I G X B R  

BARBECUE 

BEES 

BUTTERFLIES 

FATHERS’ DAY 

FISHING 

GARDEN 

HOLIDAY 

HOT 

ICE CREAM 

PICNIC 

POOL 

SANDALS 

SEASIDE 

STRAWBERRIES 

SUMMER 

SUN CREAM 

SUNGLASSES 

SUNSHINE 

June Activity: Junk Modelling 
Let your imagination run wild by creating toys from your re-
cycling bin! You can build anything tiny, huge or in between. 
You could make a playhouse, complete with dishes and 
furniture. You could make a car you can ride in out of boxes 
and paint. If you can imagine it, you can build it! Try using 
other craft supplies to make your new creations come to 
life. Remember to ask you parents before you go rummag-
ing through the recycling bin. Make sure you rinse out any 
bottles, yogurt pots, etc. before you begin modelling. 
 
You Will Need:  
 

Anything from your recycling bin, such as: 
 Plastic Bottles  Juice Boxes  Cardboard Boxes  Toilet 

Paper Tubes  Egg Boxes  Yogurt Pots 
 

Craft supplies, such as: 
String  Paint  Markers  Crayons  Scissors  Glue   

Tape  Pipe Cleaners  Popsicle Sticks  Paper 
 
 
Pictures from: www.frecklesfamily.com, nurturestore.co.uk, highfield-
community.org.uk, pinterest.co.uk  

Instructions: 
 

Use your imagination, along with your recycling and craft 
supplies to create anything you like. Ask your parents to 
help you cut and glue. 
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Methodist Church  
Services 

 

June 
                             

 All Methodist church services and activities have been suspended until further notice due to the 
virus situation.  

If you feel you need to speak to a Minister, please 
contact either: 

Minister: Rev. Rose Westwood (01993) 883614 
or Associate Minister: Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 

Mobile:07365325522 

The Hanborough Churches 
Have no fear, for I am with you; be not afraid, for I am your God. 

I shall strengthen you and give you help and uphold you with my victorious right 
hand. 

Isaiah Ch 41 v 10 
The Churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the 

community and will be praying for a part of the villages’ community each month. In 
June, the focus of prayer will be on Churchill Way, Glyme Way, Becketts Close and 

Queen Eleanor Court. 

Letter from our Associate Minister 
 

D ear Friends, 
Understandably, the media is currently filled with news 

and information relating to the Covid-19 Pandemic. We are 
all being affected by the outbreak to some degree or anoth-
er. One of my own relatives has died of the virus in a nurs-
ing home, and I myself was required to go for a Covid-19 
test… which was thankfully negative. One of my sons is on 
furlough… People each have their own story.  
But I do wonder if we have lost sight of the world outside of 
our introspective vision. There must be more news out 
there that is not related solely to the pandemic. Life carries 
on, locked down in many places, but the globe has not 
stopped revolving. I had the privilege and joy during Febru-
ary to travel to visit several Fair Trade projects in Sri Lanka 
(“Ceylon” if you are uncertain). Some Fair Trade supporting 
friends of mine from Felixstowe had arranged the trip. I 
was invited to join them to build the numbers, and the in-
centive was large—they wanted to pay the airfare!  
The country is beautiful, and as part of the trip we saw 
elaborate churches, temples, and other colourful buildings. 
Plus, wild elephants in the national parks. A glorious and 
memorable sight. 
Fair Trade is a scheme enabling small local producers to 
receive a fair wage for their product and for working condi-
tions to be monitored and improved. The places I went to 
were outstanding in their care for the workers and the mo-
rale of the people was incredibly positive. 
On one tea plantation high in the hills, the workers live in a 
communal village with free accommodation. The communi-
ty has an elected committee who I had the joy to meet. I 
was amazed to see that the income from their product was 
both providing a fair and good wage for each family and 
that also the committee had access to funds to improve the 
living conditions of the people there. They had set up a 
nursery school, which we also visited. It was a place full of 

fun and laughter. 
During our visit, we went to toy manufacturers, rope pro-
ducers, a home where local women were working under 
shelters in the garden spinning and weaving on looms that I 
last saw the like of in English museums, yet producing 
magnificent cloth for clothing manufacture. The small pro-
ject was employing and supporting mothers from this rural 
village who would otherwise be destitute. Their children 
also benefited by educational grants. 
It was very interesting to see coconuts in one small factory 
being used to produce not only coconut for cooking, but the 
inner layer of skin was being turned into coconut oil, and 
the husks prepared to be used to make rope. Nothing was 
wasted, and the whole process was managed with ecologi-
cal precision. 
In one farm shed, we saw cotton dyed. It was a very care-
fully organised process. Fair Trade had assisted to ensure 
that all the items used in the process were ecologically 
safe. One chemical that was required to be used was sub-
sequently filtered and purified, and the end H2O was clean 
enough to be used in the farmer’s field to irrigate crops. 
I only list some of the fantastic things I saw being achieved. 
I was due to give a more extended presentation at the Corn 
Exchange in Witney in May, but the current context has 
prevented that from occurring. 
I conclude by simply saying please do not forget that the 
world is still there, very much alive! We may not be hearing 
all this Good News, but it is happening! God has not 
stopped caring. NEITHER SHOULD WE. AND WHEN YOU 
GET THE CHANCE, buy stuff with a Fair Trade label. It 
makes a difference. 
 
Every blessing, 
 
Rev. Charles Harris (01993) 358707 Mobile:0736532552 
Associate Methodist Minister Long Hanborough & Sutton 
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‘Sunday Friends’ 
Would you like some company on a Sunday 

afternoon? Maybe you live alone, or are a carer- 

if you need fresh surroundings  

and would enjoy a friendly chat,  

then this is for you! 

We invite you to come and join us for tea and 

cake and good company! 

 

There will be no tea 
this month at the 

   Long Hanborough 

Methodist Church 

 

 

A warm friendly welcome awaits!  

  for further info, 

 Please contact Judy Haynes 01993 882379 

Elderberries  
 
Well 2020 is not quite 
turning out to be as 
we planned! Like eve-
ry other social group 
of all ages, we are 
cancelled until we are able to come back, and when 
we do come back it will be one fabulous party! We 
are all keeping in touch with each other, still chat-
ting and laughing (just not together at the moment), 
but I know I’m ready for one big group hug when we 
are all together again!  

Until then, I am 
spending my time 
planning that fabu-
lous party and going 
through all our won-
derful photos and 
memories of Elder-
berries over the last 
few years. We have 
had some great times 

together, sadly some are no longer with us, but 
never forgotten and always part of our Elderberries 
family, so here are some of our favourite moments. 
Stay safe everyone, and looking forward to us all 
being back in the Recreation Hall as soon as we 
are able to return  
 
Gill Grahame 
Manager 
881805 
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In the Kitchen 

 

Chelsea Buns  

Ingredients 
 
1/2 lb plain flour 
 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
 
2 oz margarine 
 
1/2 oz yeast 
 
2 oz sugar 
 
1 egg 
 
1 oz chopped peel 
 
1 oz sultanas 
 
1 oz currants  
 
A bit of milk 

Cook’s Chatter 
 

If you are left wanting more after the fabulous VE Day celebrations we 
had last month, then look no further than these Chelsea buns! The recipe 
comes straight from the brilliant minds of the Food Kitchens of the Minis-
try of Food just after the War. So get that oven pre-heating and bake 
yourself a taste of Victory. 

 

Directions 
 
1. Sieve the salt and flour into a bowl and rub in 1oz of the margarine. 
 
2. Whisk the yeast into a small amount of milk (about 2 fl oz or 50 ml), add a beaten egg 
and then pour into the flour. Beat well into a fairly sticky dough. 
 
3. Cover the bowl with a damp tea towel or clingfilm and leave to double in size in a 
warm place, about an hour.  
 
4. Once risen, knead in the remaining margarine and the sugar until fully combined.  
 
5. Roll out into a square about a quarter of an inch thick and cover in the peel, sultanas 
and currants. Press them in a little bit so that you can roll up the dough like a jam roly-
poly and the fruit will stay in place.  
 
6. Once rolled up, cut into one- or two-inch thick disks and place them onto a well 
greased baking tray. Brush with milk and liberally sprinkle with sugar.  
 
7. Pop them back under the tea towel and let them double in size again.  
 
8. Once doubled, bake in a hot oven (200°C/400°F, fan 180°C/350°F) for 20 
minutes until golden brown.  
 
Leave to cool (if you can help it), and serve with a good pot of tea! 
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A Big Thank You... 

 

H anborough Parish Council is very impressed by and 
most grateful for the publication and distribution of the 

April Hanborough Herald.  
 
You were not only able to incorporate the most recent 
information about the virus and all the arrangements and 
precautions the Council and various groups have set up 
at very short notice, but once printed, you promptly got 
the Hanborough Herald out  to the many volunteers who 
distribute it, who for their part  immediately delivered it to 
every household in Hanborough. It was an amazing feat 
of collaboration, which underlines and ensures the im-
portance of the Hanborough Herald to our community. It 
is the only vehicle of news and information that definitely 
reaches every Hanborough resident, and during these 
times, its unique role is essential.  
The monthly distribution of the Hanborough Herald re-
minds us that we are a community, comprising so 
many activities, clubs and venues, and businesses in 
which we can all take part—so much goes on in our vil-
lages. It is a great place to live in. 
The Parish Council would particularly like to thank so 
much everyone who was involved in the publication 
and  distribution of the April edition, because it involved 
them selflessly going out for extended periods, from 
house to house, to ensure we all received our communi-
ty newspaper.  
 

With all best wishes, 
 

Niels Chapman 
Hanborough Parish Council 
Chair 
 

Penelope Marcus 
Hanborough Parish Council 
Vice-Chair 

A Letter From The Parish Council 

Niels Chapman, Penelope Marcus 

New Guidance Published to Ensure Transport Network is Safe 
for Those Who Need to Use It 
 

N ew guidance published today provides advice on how pas-
sengers should make journeys safely, following the publi-

cation of the Government’s roadmap and strategy for the next 
phase of the pandemic. It urges people to consider cycling, 
walking or driving to help ensure there is enough capacity for 
those who need to travel on public transport to do so safely. 
As the Transport Secretary stated on Saturday, even as pub-
lic transport begins to revert to a full service, the two metre 
social distancing rule would only leave effective capacity for 
one in ten passengers on many parts of the network. 
The advice sets out that if people cannot work from home and 
have to travel for work, they should first consider alternatives 
to public transport. Those driving their own cars have been 
asked to avoid busy areas. 
For those who have to use public transport, the guidance for 
passengers on how to travel safely recommends: 
1. Keeping two metres apart from others wherever possible. 
2. Wearing a face covering if you can. 
3. Using contactless payment where possible. 
4. Avoiding rush hour travel where feasible. 
5. Washing or sanitising your hands as soon as possible be-
fore and after travel. 
6. Following advice from staff and being considerate to oth-
ers. 
 
All transport operators have been issued guidance on ensur-
ing stations and services are regularly cleaned, making clear 
to passengers how to stay two metres apart where possible in 
stations, airports and ports, and to ensure routes for passen-
gers are clearly communicated to avoid crowding. The Gov-
ernment’s guidance also sets out steps operators should take 
to provide safe workplaces and services for their staff and 
passengers across all modes of private and public transport.   
To help reduce pressure on the transport network so there is 
space for social distancing where possible, the Transport 
Secretary has spoken to train and bus operators and local 
authorities to ensure they increase the number of available 
services over the coming weeks.   
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said, “Transport operators 
and staff have been working hard to ensure that people who 
need to get to work are able to do so, including crucial NHS 
workers and all those on the frontline of the fight against the 
virus. Alongside the cycling and walking revolution we are 
launching and clear guidance to passengers and operators 
published today, we can all play our part by following the ad-
vice and reducing pressure on public transport. If we take 
these steps, all those who need to use public transport should 
feel confident that they can do so safely, with the space to 
maintain social distancing as far as possible.” 
This follows the Transport Secretary announcing a £2bn 
package of cycling and walking investment on Saturday that 
will deliver a green revolution in travel, easing the pressure 
on public transport services by helping more people than ever 
choose alternative forms of travel. This included £250million 
for local authorities in England to create pop-up bike lanes 

with protected space for cycling, wider pavements, safer 
junctions, and cycle and bus-only corridors. 
The Government’s strategy and advice recognises that 
there will be times and some settings on public transport 

where social distancing is not possible. The new guidance 
outlines how people should try to minimise the duration of 
this, and take all necessary steps to observe these 
measures where possible. 
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