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Third House on the Way as ‘Life-Changing’
Community Housing Project Expands
more under-35s will be given a poFnewour
tentially ‘life-changing’ opportunity in the
year as another home becomes avail-

Hanborough Hens Win National
Federation Championship Show
tuart Mason decided it was time for
Sbreeds
him and his family to show some of the
of hens they keep.

They entered three of their Jersey Giants, a breed from the USA, bred for egg
production and a bird in-between a turkey and a chicken for the table, though
they only keep them for eggs in Hanborough.
The National Show is always the last
weekend before Christmas in Stafford, as
this is when the hens have grown their
new feathers for the coming winter and
are in their best condition.
Their three Jersey Giant hens: ‘Gloria’,
who is Stuart’s pet, ‘Pepsi’, who is Sophia’s, and ‘Peppa’, who is Siena’s, were
penned late Friday afternoon, after a four
hour journey up the M40/M6 to Stafford,
ready for judging on Saturday morning.
About 6,000 birds of many different
breeds were on display – the sights and
noise were quite something to behold,
but the smell was not so appealing.
On Saturday morning, the family were all
thrilled, and somewhat bemused, to learn
that ‘Pepsi’ had been judged Class Winner, ‘Peppa’ was awarded Second Prize,
and ‘Gloria’ got Third. In the afternoon,
‘Pepsi’ also was awarded ‘Best of Breed’,
which ensured she won a prize winner’s
cup as well.

able as part of a community housing project in West Oxfordshire.
The four-bedroom house in Witney will be
the third property to become part of the
‘Our House’ project as it continues to go
from strength-to-strength.
Run by Cottsway Housing in partnership
with West Oxfordshire District Council, the
project supports single under-35s who are
in housing and employment need. They
join Our House as ‘trainees’, living in the
house together and being provided with
support to get back into employment, education or training.
The project started in 2018 and already has
two successful shared houses in Witney
supporting seven trainees. It has been
funded with support from the government’s
Community Housing Fund.
Sam Stronach, Cottsway’s Our House project co-ordinator, said, “If it wasn’t for this
project, the trainees wouldn’t be able to
afford to live in the local area. But this is
about much more than just putting a roof
over their heads, it’s about giving them
support and offering them the potential to
change their lives. It’s very exciting that we
are able to offer this chance…
Continued on page 26…

February Events
4th

History Society

4th

U3A

9th

Farewell David Tyler

10th

Bladon Woodstock Flower Club

11th

Parish Council Meeting

13th

WI Meeting

14th

Film Night

16th

Hanborough Walking Group

21st

Hanborough Environment Group

24th

Freeland Garden Club

27th

Hanborough Garden Club
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December Report
Hold the Date
Councillors are keen to consult further with residents about ideas for making use of the
s106 funds available to the parish from all the new developments. We have been taking
advice from WODC on the ideas collected so far and how to best engage with residents
on these and as such are planning to hold a open day on 14 th March in the Pavilion. Further details will be published here and through social media networks once finalised.
Hanborough Cinema Night – Downton Abbey
Friday 14th February - 7:30pm
Hanborough Pavilion, Playing Field, Long Hanborough
Tickets £5 at the door, licensed bar, doors open 6:45pm
Come and enjoy a great cinema night out at your local village pavilion.
Become a Parish Councillor
We have a vacancy for a councillor. Would you like to engage with your fellow residents and work to sustain and improve the quality of village life in Church Hanborough and Long Hanborough?
As a Parish Councillor people regard you as responsible for things that happen locally. You will make a difference by
influencing decisions that affect our village community. Being a Councillor is of course a commitment but highly satisfying.
So if you are thinking of becoming a Councillor I would firstly encourage you to contact your Parish Clerk to find out how
you might get involved.
Parish Clerk
We are pleased to report that the current clerk has decided to continue in role. All contact details remain as they were.
Grit Salt for Public Use
As with previous years, Council will provide a palette of grit salt for use by residents on public areas. The salt will be
stored in the Recreation Hall car park in the same area as previous years. Please help yourself and seal the bag as best
you can after use to stop a crust forming on the surface.
Fly Tipping at the War Memorial
Sadly the area around the War Memorial is not considered immune from fly tipping and an old TV, sink and other rubbish has been dumped behind the hedges. This seems to be incredibly disrespectful and we ask that whoever dumped it
comes and retrieves it please. Please be vigilant and let us know or dial 101 if you see anything being dumped in the
parish.
On a similar vein, we are having to clear up dog mess from within the Multi Use Sports Area on the Astro Turf. I'm not
sure how much more I need to say on this! – please keep your dogs under control and out of this area.
Parish Council Website
Hanborough Parish Council continues to put agendas, minutes and other important documents on this site. If you want
to know more about what is happening in the parish check on www.hanborough-pc.gov.uk.
Reporting Highway Problems
http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
Oxfordshire County Council provide the website above for public to report any highway related problems. Councillors
would like to encourage residents to use it for any concerns you have be it pot holes, damaged signs, overgrown paths
etc. The site makes a permanent record of your report and will give you a reference number to follow up if necessary.
The registered problems are also visible to others and will help us to understand where there are issues.
Planning
Although Hanborough Parish Council has the opportunity to comment on planning applications made, WODC make the
decision to grant or otherwise. Applications can be viewed at the following site.
http://publicaccess.westoxon.gov.uk/online-applications/
Parish Council Meetings
The next meeting of the Hanborough Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 11 th February 2020 at The Greenway Hall
at 7:15pm.
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Hanborough Parish Councillors
Ellen Armitage Tel: 883974
email: ellen_hpc@outlook.com

Rich Fuller Tel: 880337
email: rich.fuller@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Peter Brittin Tel: 881980
email: peterbrittin7@gmail.com

Penelope Marcus Tel: 881312
email: penelopemarcushpc@outlook.com

Jeff Borer Tel: 882286
email: jeff.borer@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Steve Page Tel: 359984
email: steve.page@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Niels Chapman (Chair) Tel: 882932
email: niels.chapman@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Kerry Scarlett Tel: 881160
email: kerryrscarlett@gmail.com

Michael Franklin Tel: 883738
email: mikefranklin18@outlook.com

Lucy Tritton Tel: 881597
email: lucy.tritton@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Rod Fraser Tel: 880195
email: rod.fraser@hanborough-pc.gov.uk
Officers of the Parish Council
Jon Gammage: Clerk
2 Magpie Alley, Shipton under Wychwood, OX7 6BS
Tel: 07909 514884
email: clerk@hanborough-pc.gov.uk

Hanborough Parish Council
Liam Walker: County Councillor
Tel : 07850 014350
email: Liam.Walker2@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Merilyn Davies: District Councillor
Tel: 07966 796178
email: merilyn.Davies@westoxon.gov.uk

Adrian Edwards: Finance Officer
Also with responsibility for Planning, Cemetery and Allotments matters.
1 Woodward Lane, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire,
OX29 8FN
email: hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com
Office Hours: 01993 773532, Mobile: 0776 7020 290

Alaa Al-Yousuf: District Councillor
Mob: 07768 898914
Home: 01993880689
email: alaa.alyousuf@westoxon.gov.uk

S106 Money Presentation Day
Saturday 14 March 2020
10:00 am to 4:00 pm
The Pavilion

Hanborough Parish Council would like to invite all residents of the parish to a presentation of possible options as to how
we, as the villages of Long Hanborough and Church Hanborough, spend our allocation of S106 money.
Section 106 money is money given by developers to the community to lessen the strain on our infrastructure from the impact of new developments. The three large housing developments in our community will therefore generate S106 money,
some of which is set aside for provision of recreation facilities.
At the presentation there will be laid out some ideas the parish council have and how they have arrived at these ideas. We
would very much value your thoughts on these and we also want to know your own thoughts on how this money could be
best spent to benefit our community. This is a great opportunity for the parish to enhance its recreational facilities and this
is your chance to have an impact on what direction that takes. We look forward to seeing you.
Hanborough Parish Council
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Waste & Recycling
Blue lidded bins are for all recycling except glass bottles/jars.
In GREEN weeks recycling, garden waste and food waste
will be collected.
In GREY weeks, general rubbish and food waste will be
collected.

5th & 19th February

12th & 26th February

Hanborough Herald Contact Details
Editor: Tommy Begley
hanboroughherald@gmail.com
Tel: 07796795207
Advertising Officer: Val Pankhurst
advertshh@gmail.com
Tel: 01993 882363
Distribution: Sarah Nicholls
Tel: 01993 881466
Management Committee: All of the above plus:
Chairman: Nigel James
Tel: 01933 881711
Treasurer: Michael Greenway
Tel: 01993 357014
Member: Jane Lewis
Tel: 01993 883077

Please Note...
•
•

Residents can now report a missed bin collection direct to
our depot via our new online form:
www.westoxon.gov.uk/missed bin.

Comet Bus Service
This pilot community bus service has been
running since 8th November at the times
shown in the timetable below. I am grateful to
Oxfordshire County Council’s Community
Transport Services for providing us with this
service free of charge for six months to help us
reassess the local need following the termination of the No. 11 bus service by Stagecoach
last May.
This service is available to all local residents
who have been left without a bus service to
Eynsham and Witney. It is not meant to compete with or undermine the No. 233 so please
continue to use it.
Three months in, the data show low take up by
residents of Church Hanborough and Long
Hanborough with the majority of passengers
being from Freeland going to Witney. We will
continue to monitor the usage data and take
an appropriate decision in the next couple of
months.

Please spread the word and do not hesitate to
contact Jeff Borer or me, Alaa Al-Yousuf for
further information. See our contact information on page 3.
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•

Opinions expressed in this publication do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Hanborough
Herald, but are the views of the contributors.
Advertisements appearing in this publication are not
endorsed nor specifically recommended by the
Management Committee of the Hanborough Herald.
If you respond to an advertisement, please mention to
the supplier that you saw their advertisement in the
Hanborough Herald.

A Warm Welcome to All New
Residents
If you have just recently moved into Long Hanborough or
Church Hanborough and have not yet received a ‘Welcome
Pack’, do please let us know so that we can give one to you.
This is a scheme run by the Hanborough Churches, and the
pack contains information with contact numbers about things
that go on in the villages and a map to help you find your way
around.

Please contact: Judy Haynes 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

Has a new family arrived near you?
We would love to welcome them and give them a
‘Welcome Pack’.
If so, please contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379
or email: jandg@cahaynes.plus.com

Where Can I Get a Copy of the Herald ?
If you do not have a copy of the Herald delivered to you, they
are available from the following locations: The Cycle Shop,
The Co-Op, Doctors’ Surgery, Suzuki Garage, Methodist
Church, Siblings Hair Dressers.
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Grants for Community Projects Now Available

North Leigh History Society
Our next talk is on 4th February, when Alistair Lack will be
telling us about the history of Lords, the home of Cricket.
This is a talk for all fans of cricket and not just those who
regularly read their copy of Wisden. Polish up your
knowledge of cricket history with us. Even if you are not a
cricket fan, I can guarantee you will pick up some unsuspected snippets of history, so do come and join us.
We meet in the Turner Hall, Church Road, North Leigh,
OX29 6TX at 7:30 pm. Visitors £4, Members free. Further
details from Diana Power 01993 882301. If you wish to go
on our mailing list contact Robert Kyte on kyterobert@gmail.com.

G

rant funding that supports the important work
done by local community
and voluntary groups in
West Oxfordshire is now
open for 2020-21 applications.
West Oxfordshire District
Council’s Community Revenue Grant offers a cash
boost to a range of projects and activities that
benefit its residents, for
example, helping to meet expenditure and covering ongoing running costs such as staffing and administration.
Cllr Michele Mead, Cabinet Member responsible for grants,
said, “West Oxfordshire benefits hugely from a strong voluntary and community sector. Our grant support helps foster the important impact community activities have in maintaining the quality of life for our residents.”
Grants are awarded to support a diverse range of activities
from environmental work through to volunteer activity. The
work must support the Council’s own priorities.
Two schemes that benefited from a Community Revenue
Grant last year are the Lower Windrush Valley Project
(LWVP) and Age UK.
The LWVP works closely with mineral operators, landowners and the local community to co-ordinate a range of nature conservation, land management and public access
initiatives throughout the valley.
Age UK undertakes community development work in the
District to create opportunities that enable older people to
maintain their independence, stay healthy and feel less
lonely, whilst also building new volunteering roles.
Stephen Mott, Age UK locality manager for the District,
said, “The grant funding from WODC has been very important in helping to bring a wide range of activities to the
people of West Oxfordshire from computer skills lessons to
competitive ten pin bowling. Thanks to this funding, Age
UK Oxfordshire has been able to create and sustain a variety of events aimed at bringing people together.”
Further information about the Community Revenue Grant
is available at www.westoxon.gov.uk/residents/leisure/
community-leisure-grants/.
The closing date for applications is Friday 7 February
2020.

Freeland Nurseries

Freeland Nurseries
Wroslyn Road
Freeland
OX29 8AQ
Opening hours: 9.30am-4.30pm;
Sundays 9.30am-4.00pm
Tel:- 01993 881430
Website:freelandnurseries.wordpress.com
New season’s vegetable and flower
seeds
Seed potatoes
Spring bulbs, primroses and
polyanthus for early colour
Main crop potatoes -12.5 kg and 25kg
bags
Logs, coal and kindling wood
Comprehensive selection of wild bird
products

HANDY MAN SERVICE
Interior & Exterior painting, bath & shower resealants
Curtain tracks & shelves fitted, plaster repairs &
carpentry
CALL DAVE on 07770 575448 or
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1st Hanborough Freeland Scout Group
Firstly, a big THANK YOU to everyone that helped deliver the
Christmas post in Long Hanborough in December. 50% of the money raised was for Sobell House and 50% for our groups; I’ll let you
know the figures next month.
As we start this new year, we are in need of new volunteers to help
keep our groups running smoothly. Our current Beaver leader Keith
(also known as Bear) is stepping down, due to a change in circumstances, which means he is not always available to run the Beaver
sessions on Wednesday evenings at Freeland Village Hall.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Keith for the dedication and hard work that he put into being the Beavers
leader. All the Beavers children enjoyed their experiences with him, and we wish him well for the future.
This means that we are looking to find somebody to take over Keith’s Beaver Leader role as soon as possible, and we
also need extra assistant leaders to join and support our Beaver colony.
Beavers meet on Wednesday evenings during school term time, from 5:30 until 6:45 at Freeland Village Hall.
Children that join Beavers are lucky enough to enjoy a wide range of fun and engaging activities which really benefit
them in so many ways. We cannot provide these opportunities without volunteer leaders, so we really do need you!
There is a lot of support available to help for our volunteers, including the leaders from other sections, our Group Scout
Leader (Adam), the Executive Committee who work hard behind the scenes, and also the West Oxfordshire Scout District body.
To find out more information about how you can support the Beavers group, or to hear more about what is involved in
becoming a member of our leadership team, then please contact our Group Scout Leader Adam by sending him an
email to gsl@hfscouting.org.uk.
Alternatively, visit our website https://www.hfscouting.org.uk/ and click the Contact link to send us your details. Thank
you!
At the time of writing, our groups had only been back for one week, so there hasn’t been much news to report. We have
been busy planning all the forthcoming activities though, to ensure the young people can achieve their different badges.
Thanks again to everyone that works hard to make our Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers groups so successful.

Sunday Friends
Sunday Friends is a village enterprise run by volunteers which meets on the second Sunday afternoon each month
2:30-4:00pm in the Milner Room at the Methodist Church. It has been set up as a way of bringing folk together who
would normally spend Sunday afternoons on their own, for carers and those suffering with dementia. We have around
a dozen guests from the village who come along and enjoy a friendly chat over tea and cakes, etc. We need more
helpers; if you are able to help either monthly or just occasionally, please contact Judy Haynes (882379).

Freeland District Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Freeland District Girl Guiding covers the villages of Freeland, Long Hanborough
and North Leigh.
We have two Rainbow units for girls aged 5 to 7 years running in Long Hanborough & North Leigh. There are Brownie (girls aged 7 to 10 years) and Guide
(girls aged 10 to 14 years) units in the three villages and a Senior Section unit (girls aged 14 to 18 years) covering all
three areas run in Freeland.
Monday evenings:
Tuesday evenings:

North Leigh: Guides (Memorial Hall)
Freeland: Brownies (Village Hall)
Long Hanborough: Rainbows, Brownies & Guides (Recreation Hall)
Thursday evenings:
Freeland: Guides & Senior Section (Village Hall)
To register your daughter to go on the waiting list please go to: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/
register-your-daughter/

If you would like to join our team of volunteers or find out what this involves, or further information on any of the above
units, please contact Wendy Bayliss 07826054446 or email wendy.bayliss@btinternet.com.
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Woodstock & District U3A
The Branch's programme of monthly speaker meetings
got under way again in early January, with a talk on
'Health and Wellbeing' by Alan Wise, whose CV includes
his being a consultant on clinical hypnotherapy, among
other things. Luckily, his talk turned out to be straightforward enough for a lay audience; at the outset he asked
how many of us felt we suffered more from stress these
days? Almost all of us raised our hands. “Not surprising.”
The speaker explained more than one feature of modern
life, notably the oddly-named 'social media', may indeed
induce new levels of stress or anxiety. “Change your
thoughts, change your world” was the catchphrase the
speaker advised us to adopt.
From medical science, our next two meetings turn to the
arts. On 4 February, Elizabeth Rowe tackles 'Art and Art
History', and on 3 March, Professor Gerald Seaman will
take us through 'Music and Composers of Russia.' The
full programme of meetings is on the website:
www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock and visitors are, of
course, welcome at any of the monthly meetings for the
bargain price of £2 a head.
Meanwhile, our 20-plus interest groups continue their
activities whatever the season. Good news that the selfexplanatory Ambling Group has room for new members
to join its regular strolls (absolute maximum two miles a
time, they assure me) and a new Singing Group is reportedly under way. Maybe the two could join forces?
All together now: 'We love to go, a-wandering. . . .'

COMMUNITY EDUCATION AT THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL,
WOODSTOCK
Marlborough School in Woodstock runs daytime, evening and Saturday courses for adults during term time,
whether you are interested in arts and crafts, exercise
and wellbeing, languages, cookery or music. We welcome people of many ages and backgrounds from
across Oxfordshire, and places are currently available
on the following weekly courses:

For a wide range of homemade cakes, biscuits and
scones (gluten & dairy free options available)
Contact Rachel - 01993 881867
hanboroughhomebakes@hotmail.com
Find me on Facebook

A Gift to The Surgery
Eynsham Medical Centre incorporating Long Hanborough
Surgery has received a gift of a Vein Viewer at a cost of
£1250 donated by members of The Aelfric Lodge which is
based at Woodstock Masonic Hall. This instrument detects
deep seated veins and avoids bruising when blood tests are
carried out.

Yoga with Mandy
Badminton for All
Yoga with Klara
Spanish Beginners
Yoga with Wendy
Tai Chi
Anyone Can Sing
As well as many more.

Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Tues
Tues
Wed

09:45-11:15
19:00-20:00
19:30-21:00
17:00 18:30
16:30-18:00
18:15-19:15
18:30-19:30

Our next Saturday workshops are on 8th & 9th February, when we are running Dressmaking in a Weekend
(this runs on Saturday and Sunday), Acrylic Painting
and Back and Spinal Care.
We are also offering a chance to try Making Skin
Creams, Lotions and Scrubs.
Please check availability on our website or call the office to book a place on any of our courses.
Tel: 01993 813592
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed
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The Bus Museum
pictured petrol pump is in
Tandheourmust
Morris Motors Museum
have been built in the

1920s because of the glass
window at the top enabling
customers to see the fuel being
pumped to the nozzle. Pre1920 pumps did not have this
feature. These pumps were
nicknamed “Red Sentries”.
Early gasoline pumps had a
calibrated glass cylinder on
top. The desired quantity of
fuel was pumped into a calibrated cylinder. Then the
pumping would stop, and the
gasoline was let out into the
customer’s tank by gravity.
After the First World War ended, William Morris’s Cowley
factory ended its war production and reverted to its suspended motor car production.
Cowley’s annual output of
Bullnose Morris vehicles rose
from under 200 in 1918 to
2,000 in 1920. Between 1920
and 1926 Morris made a
151,424 Bullnose vehicles. A
national network of petrol
stations was needed.
The first petrol pump was invented and sold by Sylvanus Bowser
in Fort Wayne, Indiana on 5 September 1885. His big mistake
was to invent it 20 years before there were enough petrol cars on
the road to justify anyone opening a filling station!
So, the pump was initially used for kerosene for lamps and
stoves. Bowser later improved the pump to include safety
measures and added a hose to directly dispense fuel into automobiles. For a time, the term Bowser was used to refer to vertical petrol pumps. The term is still used for aviation tankers at
airports, particularly in Australia.
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WI News
The Hanborough Environment Group

It seems a long time since I told you about Hanborough WI’s happenings.
Christmas has passed, and we are into winter and the
new year and the start of a new decade. May it be
good for us all.
Our December meeting was a great success, as we
were entertained by the wonderful Yarnton Silver
Band—just a portion of them and featuring lots of under 20-year-olds. We sang along to carols and popular
songs. We ate lovely seasonal food, courtesy of all
the members, followed by a visit from Santa, and all
went home with a gift. A perfect start to the festive season.
January’s meeting was more entertainment, this time
by Robert Buckingham who very kindly stood in at the
last minute as our booked speaker had to cancel. Robert is always good value and he did not disappoint with
his renditions of popular songs from the fifties to the
present day. Lots of singing from us and dancing including the twist, rock and roll and a lively conga!
It was lovely to see so many people in the Recreation
Hall including new members and two visitors who we
hope will join us. We are looking forward to our annual
fish and chip lunch later in January. Our next meeting
is on Thursday 13th February at the Recreation Hall.
This will be run by a group of members, so I can’t tell
you what shape the evening will take. Come along and
enjoy the surprise. If you do decide to come, please
bring a childhood photo of yourself—part of the surprise!!

2020. Uncontrollable fires in Australia. Unprecedented
floods in Mozambique. Record ocean temperatures. The
conversation about the climate is only just beginning to
gain momentum in the UK, but the effects of global climatic
change are felt across the globe.
What can we, a small village community do about such an
enormous problem?
We can educate ourselves and those
around us. In this age of fake news it can
be very hard to know what’s really happening in the world. There is so much
misinformation perpetrated for financial
or political gain. For those looking for
accurate information on climate change,
our local Wildlife Trust is a good place to
start: https://www.bbowt.org.uk/wildlife/
nature-matters/climate-change.
NASA
have very good information on this too,
informed by some of the world’s leading
scientists:
https://climate.nasa.gov/
resources/global-warming-vs-climate-change/.
Following January’s climate talk in Freeland on 24th January, which you may have attended, HEG has booked the
Hanborough Recreation Hall on Friday 21st February
from 7:00pm. You are warmly invited to come along for a
talk that will delve into the evidence-based causes of climate breakdown. We hope to make the talk available on
YouTube, too. There will be an opportunity to find out more
information about the most effective changes we can make
and about local companies and organisations that provide
zero waste food and household products, solar panels,
electric bikes, and provide 100% renewable energy.

One last thing: we are to hold a Coffee Morning and
Sale of PRE-LOVED WOMEN’S CLOTHES and ACCESSORIES on SATURDAY 22nd FEB at 10:30 in
the RECREATION HALL. Do join us for delicious WI
cake and a bargain for your 2020 wardrobe. Look forward to meeting you. Carol Bower, 01993 881930

Europe-philes Language Exchange Club Proposed in Long
Hanborough

Why not drop in to

Plan to arrange a weekly evening drinks social meet up in
local pub for anyone wishing to socialise over a beer in
French, German, Spanish, other languages. Free eventsjust buy drink/s from pub. Contact Alasdair on
tours@iloveoxford.com

CORNERSTONE COFFEE
HOUSE
At the Methodist Church

Open Fridays in term time

8.45am-2.00pm

Fairtrade hot drinks/soup
Delicious filled rolls/homemade cakes
Toys and books for young children
Magazines and local papers

rj_pimm@hotmail.com
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Bladon Community Joins Forces To Save Pub Where
Churchill “Learned To Drink”

community. As a village in a rural area too, the pub is a vital
resource for those vulnerable residents who may not be
able to travel further afield for the services it provides, and it
can help to alleviate rural isolation. I am fully behind the
campaign to run the White House as a community pub.”
The Bladon Community Pub Committee has been in contact with a number of successful community pub groups to
gain insight into the challenges and opportunities ahead. It
has also joined the Plunkett Foundation, an organisation
that supports communities with initiatives like this. Together
they will develop a business plan and make the project a
success as they have for so many other community pubs.
The Bladon Community Pub Committee has been really
encouraged by the wide support for this community purchase, not just from Bladon Residents, but from surrounding villages and further afield. Several individual investors
have pledged their support. The White House has enormous potential and could be
a social hub for the village
offering a whole host of services.
Can you help us save Winston’s White House?
Be part of this unique opportunity to own part of the historic White House by becoming an investor. Visit http://
bladoncommunitypub.org/ to
buy shares, the share offer is
open between 13th December 2019 and 31st January
2020.
Alternatively, you can donate
to help save the pub at:
https://
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save
-churchills-white-house.
Want to find out more about buying pub shares?
We’ll be holding several drop-in sessions where the Pub
Committee will be available to answer any questions about
buying pub shares:
Saturday 4th January, 10 am – 2 pm at Bladon Church
Rooms
Sunday 12th January, 12 pm – 2 pm at Bladon Church
Rooms
Saturday 18th January, 10 am – 2 pm at Bladon Church
Rooms
Tuesday 21st January, 6 pm – 9 pm at the White House,
Bladon
Follow our story at http://bladoncommunitypub.org/ and
@Bladon_Pub or join our mailing list.
Website: http://bladoncommunitypub.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
bladoncommunitypub/
Twitter: @Bladon_Pub
Email: bladoncommunitypub@gmail.com
For more information contact
Rachel Guest Tel: 07960 238530
Email: bladoncommunitypub@gmail.com

nspired by the great man himself, locals have formed a
Ishares
“War Cabinet” as they give people the chance to buy
in the pub–and are being supported in their effort by

Sir Winston’s great grandson Randolph Churchill.
The White House pub has been at the heart of the Bladon
community since the 17th century and is the last remaining
pub and community facility in the village.
It's also the pub where Churchill, who was born at nearby
Blenheim Palace, “learned to drink”. With a growing population of just under 1,000 residents and thousands of visiting
tourists, this important and historic pub is the lifeblood of
the community.
Anticipating that the current owners, Greene King, would try
to sell the White House at
some point, in June 2019,
Bladon Parish Council with
the support of Bladon villagers, successfully applied to West Oxfordshire
District Council for the pub
to be listed as an Asset of
Community Value (ACV).
The community now has
an opportunity to put in a
bid to buy and manage the
future of the pub. A group
of concerned residents
have been working hard to
determine if this is viable
and now plan to make it a
reality. But they have only
until March 2020 to raise
the £500,000 required to buy the pub for the community,
and so far villagers have pledged over £120,000.
Mike Edwards of Bladon Community Pub Committee said,
“To quote Sir Winston, we plan to ‘never give in, never give
in, never, never, never, never’. Now that Greene King has
made the decision to place the pub on the disposal list,
Bladon locals have followed the example of The White
House’s most revered patron, Sir Winston, by forming our
own War Cabinet and society to keep this Churchillian centre to our village open.”
Randolph Churchill, great grandson of Sir Winston Churchill
added, “Our family is very proud of our association with
Bladon and the love and care the community gives towards
my great grandfather’s resting place. Your plans very much
have our family blessing.”
In the UK, nearly 100 pubs have been taken over by the
community and every one of them continues to thrive. Early
and regular engagement with the community through leafleting, public meetings (attended by over 100 residents) and
numerous conversations has shown that there is a strong
level of support for a community purchase in Bladon.
The community pub bid has widespread support and Dominic Hare, Chief Executive Officer, Blenheim Palace commented, “We are delighted to support the Bladon Community Pub project. The White House has been one of the hubs
of community life in Bladon for a very long time, and we
believe that it is very important for all Bladon residents for it
to remain this way. We will support the project team at every step and urge others to do so too.”
Robert Courts M.P. commented, “As a local resident of
Bladon, I know just how important the White House is to our
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Ralph Says Hi
Hi everyone and welcome to Ralph’s community canine information page.
And firstly, may I say welcome to all the new dogs who have moved into the new kennels erected on land supplied at
the beneficence of the Duke of M. I thought this month I would run through a few of the points raised in the community
welcome pack we will be distributing via Bark-o-gram…probably between 2 and 5 in the morning when most humans
are asleep in their baskets.
1. Due to the influx of so many new dogs into the area the Canine Council thought it made sense to organise some
kind of rota when it comes to taking your humans for their morning exercise. So, starting when the sun comes
up, we are going to walk in alphabetical order…starting with A for Afghans and Alsatians and ending with Z
for Zapadno-Sibirskaia Laikas and Zwegspitzes.
2. And for dogs of “uncertain parentage’ (we don’t say mongrel any more in these enlightened times do we), you
will have to work out what your dominant breed is and slot in where you can.
3. There will be spot checks (actually its Spot who will be doing them) so don’t get caught out walking with the
wrong crowd. We want a boney fido system that benefits us all.
4. On the subject of walks, a word to you young pups who have not walked anywhere before…don’t lose heart
when you see the Poo Bins. You are not expected to reach them yourself. With a little training you will have
your humans picking it up for you in no time.…
5. Another thing to watch out for is some human’s inability to walk without suddenly stopping to talk to their hands
or stick wires in their ears; yes I know it defies belief but that’s humans for you. Show patience and try to
respect their “funny ways” and gently urge them to keep walking. We are not here to judge…that’s what cats
are for.
6. Now let’s talk about some of the characters you may meet as you take your human for a walk…incidentally do
remember to let your human out on his own now and again. They need to become fully rounded people in their
own right and not just something at the end of a lead while we chat. A number of dogs have made this point.
Now where were we…oh yes characters you may meet. There is a protocol to be observed when you meet
some of our more senior residents, dogs who’ve been round the block a few times (quite literally) and think
Long Hanborough belongs to them. Actually, we asked our team of experts to look into this and we have
found, much to our astonishment, that the village really does belong to them. So, if you meet one of these
grand lords then just bid them good day and be on your way making as little eye contact as possible.
7. Now let’s talk about stress, which can affect all humans but we believe it is a particular issue these days. Our
experts have identified some key words, triggers if you will, that set off a Pavlovian reaction in nearly all
humans, sending them into a towering rage. These words include Trump, Brexit, Boris and sustainable housing
but for the life of us we have no idea what these mean but be on the lookout. If you hear any of these words
said within a hundred yards of your human, they have a habit of kicking anything within range. The drill is to
stand well back, look cute and wait for it to blow over. Again, we have asked our experts to look into this
phenomena but with little success; after all if the humans are not prepared to wee on it or roll in it there’s not a
lot more we can do for them.
8. Incidentally one way of keeping your human happy is so simple its hard to believe they fall for it. Simply roll
over with your feet in the air and they will laugh and grin and tickle your tummy. All quite sweet really.
9. A final word about the enemy…by that I mean…cats. Most of their kind will have read the manual and know the
order of things… they run away at the very sight of a dog even though they could knock seven bells out of
most of us… However Long Hanborough is a hotbed of feline rebels who clearly have not read or refuse to
read the contract we drew up so long ago. Experience says that if you go right up to them and show them who’s
boss you will spend the rest of the week as a day patient at the vets. My advice here is to just look mean and
play the “hard case”, “what you lookin’ at” card in the hope that your human will hold you back saying “he’s
not worth it” keeping your honour. Remember, dignity at all times.
Talking about dignity at all times, remember the age old procedure for frightening off guests who have overstayed
their welcome. Just hotch around the living room floor on your bottom till they go? We do it so humans don’t
have to. Humans are after all a dog’s best friend.
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Tip of the month: The Cheese Gambit
The principle here is to get your human to willing give you cheese, a lot of it. How can this be done Ralph I hear
you ask? If I beg for it they just say…go away you had some six weeks ago, so here’s the inside gen. When you’re feeling
a bit dickie they make things so much worse by trying to get you to eat a small disgusting thing called a tablet. But where
there is a tablet there is Cheese.
So here we go. Firstly…and this will make you laugh, …they “hide” the tablet in a block of cheese completely
forgetting our power of smell is at least 100 times better than theirs. Secondly you must take the cheese all wide eyed like
you’re actually being hoodwinked. Eat the cheese and then at the moment they think its all gone, spectacularly spit the
tablet out. And what do they do then? Get more cheese that’s what and try again. This may go on for quite some time,
more cheese, same tablet and more spitting. On the sixth attempt you can have a little fun…eat the cheese, look at them
with that philosophical look that says you beat me and when they walk away leave the remains of the tablet on the carpet
for them to find later. More cheese will follow. You have to judge when to actually swallow the tablet…some of our elders
can work their way through a quarter pound of cheddar cheese and do some serious damage to a wedge of Shropshire Red
before they concede.
But you do have to swallow what’s left of the tablet in the end otherwise they will try the finger down the throat
next time and we don’t want that do we. Good look with that one.
Well that’s it from RALPH SAYS HI this month…Next month we will be looking at that age old phenomena of
why humans feel the need to throw things and then expect us to go and get them back.
So, all it remains for me to say is keep walking, eating sleeping, playing and being made a fuss of all day and
everyday… it’s a dog’s life.
Your faithful hound

Chairdog Ralph
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Hanborough’s Wildlife Habitats
By a Country Girl

t’s been cold and wet, very wet, across the county this
Ibanks
winter. Rivers have run high, many overtopping their
to flood the fields to make wide shallow lakes of

maintains this distinctive grassland type—circum-neutral,
mesotrophic2, MG43 grassland. As a result, this is grassland that has species rich vegetation, a wealth of insects
and other animal species. Some of its most notable
plants, in a list of at least 150 species, include the Greenwinged Orchid (Anacamptis morio), Autumn Crocus
(Colchicum autumnale), Saw-wort (Serratula tinctoria),
Pepper Saxifrage (Silaum silaus) and Meadow Rue
(Thalictrum flavum).
It is possible to visit Oxey Mead, though great care has to
be taken when exiting the A40 onto the verge, as there is
no access road or parking. For details go to:
www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/oxey-mead.

standing water. Even on higher ground many fields and
woodland areas are sodden and punctuated with pools
of water that will sit for weeks. These habitats are to be
found all around Hanborough, and it’s only a short walk
or drive in any direction to find an example of flood
plains, water meadows and wet woodlands. They transform the winter landscape and can be spectacularly
beautiful when the winter sunlight is at a perfect pitch to
capture their glassy reflective beauty and ethereal mists.

1

For more information about conservation grazing see:
www.magnificentmeadows.org.uk – Types of Livestock pdf.
2
Mesotrophic - a lake or wetland: moderately rich in dissolved
nutrients with productivity intermediate ) conditions between
oligotrophic (relatively poor in plant nutrients and containing
abundant oxygen in the deeper parts) and eutrophic (rich in
nutrients and so supporting a dense plant population, the decomposition of which kills animal life by depriving it of oxygen).
3
The National Vegetation Classification describes 12 types of
unimproved and semi-improved neutral grassland. MG4 Aloplecurus pratensis - Sanguisorba officinalis grassland is a
lowland grassland community of tall grasses and dicotyledonous herbs characteristic of areas where traditional hay
meadow treatment has been applied to seasonally flooded
land with alluvial soils.

Source: Ceeko (1995)

These winter flooding events are essential to the yearly
biodynamic cycle, as they provide a myriad of benefits
for people and nature, from flood protection to safeguarding water quality and in providing essential wildlife
refuge and refuelling stops for migrating waterfowl and
birds.
On our doorstep, adjacent to the A40 near Yarnton, we
have Oxey (once Oxhay) Mead; one of several surviving
ancient 'lot' meadows near Oxford which date to medieval times. Now a small nature reserve, it is an echo of a
bygone era, a time when swathes of wild flowers and
butterflies were found in profusion in England's meadows and pastures. Sadly, between 1930 and 1984, an
estimated 97% of these lowland grasslands went under
the plough or were drained.
Oxey Mead is an exceptionally rare and internationally
recognised water meadow habitat and only one of two
centres of national distribution of this type—floodplain
grassland on alluvium overlaying calcareous river gravels. This is a vegetation community that is protected,
unique and among the best remaining examples in lowland England. For well over 1,000 years these meadows, following natural winter flooding, have been cut
annually, usually in June, for hay; the earliest record for
hay making dates as far back as 1142. They are then
aftermath grazed1 from autumn until March. This consistent regime of ancient agricultural management and
the underlying floodplain character is the constant that
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh,
Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor

Many non-Catholics come to our Church or get help from our priest. All are welcome.
Address: Abbey Street, Eynsham OX29 4HR

Phone: 01865 881613

Website: www.stpeterseynsham.org.uk

SUNDAY MASS is at 10:00am with a Children’s Liturgy during Mass
and SATURDAY for Sunday at 5:00pm
Mass also Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays at 9:30am, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 10:00am, although these times
sometimes change, so consult the Weekly Newsletter online.
THE PARISH PRIEST: Father Mark Lagorio is happy to receive enquiries by phone on 01865 881613 or email stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
The Retired Priest: Father Martin Flatman is available on 07719 646790 or email frmartinflatman@gmail.com
BIBLE STUDY after Mass on Wednesdays.
ADORATION after Mass on Fridays.
THE CHURCH is open for prayer during daylight hours at Abbey Street, Eynsham, OX29 4HR.
THE HALL (The Tolkien Room) is available for hire with a lovely outside area where people can sit or walk, and children
can play. To book, contact the Parish priest as above.
LENT begins at the end of February this year so Pancake Day (Shrove Tuesday) is on Tuesday 25th February. Traditionally Christians mark Lent in two ways – by doing something extra like a bit more prayer or reading – and by giving something up which could be some favourite food or some favourite activity. Some people give up Facebook for Lent or one
day a week with no TV!
ASH WEDNESDAY (26th February) is the day when Lent starts and we go to Mass to have a mark of ashes placed on
our foreheads as a sign of our sorrow for past failings and our determination to get closer to God and further from our own
selfish pleasures. Mass at St. Peter’s is at 10:00am and 7:00pm.
CANDLEMAS is at the beginning of February and falls on a Sunday this year (2 nd February). It is a day when we remember with thanksgiving how Mary and Joseph brought the baby Jesus to the temple to be presented to God – a sign that
they were dedicating their child in God’s service. Two people in the temple, an old man called Simeon and an old lady
called Anna, recognized that this baby was even more special than every baby is.
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The Climate Emergency

Wanted: House to Rent in Hanborough

Cllr Alaa Al-Yousuf

Does anyone know of a house to rent in Hanborough possibly long-term? Responses to Hanborough Herald c/o
Nigel James 881711

change is a global crisis that
Ctionlimate
calls for urgent international cooperaon a host of difficult, and expensive,

measures. The necessary drastic reduction in carbon dioxide emissions is the top one. We are in a worse predicament now than we were back in June 1992 when the UN
held its first major conference on the climate, the “Earth
Summit,” in Rio de Janeiro. Despite this, the 2019 UN Climate Change Conference in Madrid last December,
COP25, essentially failed because of poor planning and
weak leadership. The tough decisions about carbon pricing,
trading and caps were postponed to COP26 which will be
organised and led by the UK in Glasgow in November this
year.
The UK has been in the vanguard of making legally-binding
commitments to reduce emissions, but we cannot be complacent, and we must redouble our efforts. In 2008, the Climate Change Act enshrined in law the government’s commitment to cut carbon emissions by 80% by 2050, compared to the baseline in 1990. Last year that target was
raised to 100%, i.e. Net Zero by 2050. The newly-elected
government must make clear plans to meet this target. We
are approximately halfway there, but the second half is going to be much harder. So, this year must be the year of
action.
At the local level, councils have been cutting their carbon
emissions since 2008 to comply with the Act. Last summer,
West Oxfordshire District Council, in common with many
others, passed a motion declaring a climate emergency
and committing to being carbon neutral by 2030. To that
end, the Council established a Climate Action Working
Group and, as a member, I am pleased to report that we
met three times in the past few months to develop a Carbon Action Plan for the Council’s own premises, vehicles
and operations. Our November meeting was dedicated to
planning and how to embed higher building standards. In
addition, the Council’s new budget includes funding for energy-saving investments. And, after almost three years of
preparatory work, the Council will soon commission work
on the installation of Electric Vehicle Charging Points
across the District. The Plan, which also includes other
measures, will be published in the summer.
In tandem with the Council’s Plan, we are working on a
wider strategy for the whole District covering major topics
such as (i) Energy and carbon reduction, (ii) Flood risk and
water conservation, (iii) Waste: refuse, reduce, reuse and
recycle, (iv) Biodiversity and landscape, (v) Air quality, and
(vi) Sustainable transport. Each of these will have a targeted action plan. The process will be based on consulting
stakeholders who will be invited to contribute to the design
and implementation. Over the coming months, there will be
a series of announcements on the work programme and
the form of community engagement.
In addition to the above, my work programme includes
chairing the Environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee,
which looks at ways to improve all the Council’s environmental services. I am also a member of the Oxfordshire
Pension Fund Committee and have been involved in the
process of reviewing our investment policy and asset allocation strategy in light of the climate emergency. We all
need to do what we can and work together on many fronts
at the international, national and local levels to make a difference.
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February Report
We held our AGM on 5 December. After the business of the
AGM, we were delighted to welcome back Tameron Chappell to give us a demonstration of Ikebana. Tameron showed
us how we can use the most minimal of foliage and flowers
to create a wealth of delightful arrangements, perfect for livening a dull corner in a room.
In our January meeting, local architect and historical landscape specialist Sarah Couch will talk about her work recreating the gardens of famous artists such as Turner and Hogarth.
For our February meeting, Hugh Warwick (hedgehog loving ecologist and writer) will talk about his work conserving
hedgehogs.
We are planning two trips this year. One to Englefield House and Gardens on Wednesday 29 April
www.englefieldestate.co.uk/. Here there are wonderful spring displays of flowers and shrubs, and the head gardener
will give us a personal tour of the gardens.
Our second trip is on Wednesday 1 July and will be to the Cowper and Newton Museum in Olney where you can visit
the garden of the eighteenth-century poet William Cowper. The gardens have been maintained and restored, one part
as a Victorian kitchen garden and the other a flower garden growing only plants that would have been available before
1800, the year of the poet’s death. The second garden of the day will be to Kathy Brown’s garden, a space 30 years in
the making with many fascinating ‘rooms,’ some inspired by artists such as Rothko and Matisse.
Trips are open to all and are always a great success, so book early if you would like to come along by emailing me on
trittonlucy@gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP

If you would like to become a member or renew your membership, please go to the website to find details. Membership is
£18 for the year and £30 for two at the same address. Membership gives you:
free entry to all talks
a discount card to use at local nurseries
a free talk voucher for a friend or member of your family.
free glass of wine or juice
All talks are at the Recreation Hall, Long Hanborough and start at 7:30pm. The talks are open to all - we are a very friendly club, and
at each talk we have refreshments and a raffle. For up-to-date information and information about how to become a member, please
visit our website www.hanboroughgardenclub.org/.

EVENTS FOR 2020

Thursday 30 January
Turner, Hogarth and Soames – Recreating Artists’ Gardens by Sarah Couch
Thursday 27 February
Hedgehogs by Hugh Warwick
Thursday 26 March
Irises by Sue Bedwell
Thursday 30 April
Growing Vegetables in Small Spaces by Robert Longstaff
Thursday 28 May
Green Man Trail in Oxfordshire by Tim Healey
Thursday 25 June
A Foraging Walk with Robin Harford
Thursday 27 August
Picnic at North Leigh Roman villa
Thursday 24 September
Early Professional Women Gardeners by Katherine Bradley
Thursday 29 October
The Cotswold Lion (The Cotswold Sheep Society) by Steve Parkes
Thursday 3 December
AGM and Quiz
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FREELAND
GARDENING CLUB
With Christmas over, it
is time to get back to
our usual meetings on
the 4th Monday of
each month. On 27th January, we heard Brian Davies
tell us about 'The Weird and Wonderful of the Plant
Kingdom.' The meeting on Monday 24th February at
7:30pm in Freeland Hall is a very apt one, as his talk is
about 'Gardening in the Face of Climate Change.' Visitors very welcome at £4 a meeting. Bring and Buy
Plant and Gardening Items Sale as well. For and further information, please contact Ray and Kjill Evans on
jillandray@btinternet.com.
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Hanborough Football Club 2019/20
The Season So far...
The club has this season been playing in the Oxfordshire Senior League premier division for this first time in the clubs history, and it has been a pretty good season so far. Currently sitting in 5 th position in the league, having won 5, drawn 3 and
lost 4 games. We also competed in the prestigious Oxfordshire Senior cup for the first time and were unlucky to bow out in
the 3rd round to Hellenic league opposition in Clanfield. With the quarter final of the Oxfordshire Charity cup to look forward
too against local rivals Freeland, and a quarter final of the “Ben Turner” cup against Garsington coming up.

The club train on Wednesday evenings at the playing fields from 7pm and anyone is welcome to attend.
Please contact team manager Chris Doyle on 07880646217 if you are interested in getting involved with our club. Look out
for further info on our clubs Facebook and twitter pages

Upcoming Fixtures
Current league standings

Babysitter available
Sophia Mason Year 9
Reliable & Responsible
Completed childcare and St Johns First Aid Course
Please email for more details

07388870272 Sophiamason02@yahoo.com
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND UNITED SERVICES

SERVICES IN THE PARISH OF ST PETER & ST PAUL, CHURCH HANBOROUGH
with CHRIST CHURCH and MANOR SCHOOL, LONG HANBOROUGH

February 2020
2nd
08:00 Holy Communion (Rev Canon David Tyler)
10:00 Morning Worship
18:00 BCP Holy Communion (Rev Emma Hopegood Jones)

St Peter & St Paul
Manor School
Christ Church

9th

10:00 Holy Communion
(Rev Canon David Tyler, Rev Emma Hopegood Jones,
Rev Sue Spankie and Rev Mike Madden)
Farewell Service for David Tyler

St Peter & St Paul

16th

08:00
10:00
10:00
18:00

Holy Communion (Rev Stephen Pix)
Worship Together
Morning Prayer
Compline (Rev Emma Hopegood Jones)

St Peter & St Paul
Manor School
Christ Church
Christ Church

23rd

10:00 Holy Communion (Rev Emma Hopegood Jones)
10:00 Morning Worship (Rev Sue Spankie)
18:00 Evening Prayer (Rev Mike Madden)

St Peter & St Paul
Manor School
Christ Church

26th

Ash Wednesday
20:00 Holy Communion
(Rev Sue Spankie and Rev Emma Hopegood Jones)

St Peter & St Paul

08:00 Holy Communion (Rev Stephen Pix)
10:00 Morning Worship
18:00 BCP Holy Communion (Rev Sue Spankie)

St Peter & St Paul
Manor School
Christ Church

March 2020
1st

Services for February 2020

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, FREELAND

2nd

10:00

Family Service (Rev Canon David Tyler)

9th

10:00

Holy Communion at St Peter and St Paul, Church Hanborough
(Rev Canon David Tyler, Rev Sue Spankie, Rev Emma Hopegood Jones, Rev Mike
Madden) Farewell Service for David Tyler

16th

10:00

Holy Communion (Rev Emma Hopegood Jones)

23rd

08:00

Holy Communion (Rev Charles Chadwick)

26th

20:00

Ash Wednesday at St Peter and St Paul, Church Hanborough
Holy Communion (Rev Sue Spankie and Rev Emma Hopegood Jones)

10:00

Family Service (Rev Emma Hopegood Jones)

March 2020
1st
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From the Register
Freeland

Hanborough

Funeral of Margaret Oldfield - 2nd December 2019

Funeral of Ron Spearman - 7th January 2020

Wedding of Beth Hewitt & Joe Clifton - 20th December
2019

Goodbye to Rector David Tyler
On February 9th, after more than twelve years, our
Rector David Tyler will be leaving the Benefice of
Hanborough and Freeland to become Associate
Archdeacon of Dorchester. David’s work and ministry and his warmth and welcoming manner have been
greatly appreciated by all in the community and beyond. As Area Dean twice of the Woodstock Deanery, Assistant Archdeacon and now Hon. Canon of
Christ Church Cathedral he has played a very large
part in local Church and village life.
We wish David and Catherine his wife, Joshua and
Charlotte, every joy and blessing in their new life.

James Betterton
Chris, Gillian and family would like to express their
thanks for all the kind words and support following
the passing of their beloved son James.
Thank you.

BENEFICE OF HANBORUGH AND FREELAND
David’s Last Service as Rector
Sunday 9th February 2020 at 10am
St Peter and St Paul, Church Hanborough
Come and join us for David’s last
service as our Rector. We will be
celebrating and giving thanks for
David’s ministry with us.
All are welcome.

Richard Busby
Dawn and the family of the late Dick Busby would like to say
thank you to everyone who attended his funeral and for the
many messages of sympathy and kindness shown. They have
been of great comfort at what has been a very difficult time.
Thank you.

Drop in Coffee Morning
The Drop-in Coffee Mornings are held weekly on
Tuesdays between 10:00 and 11:00am at Christ
Church,
Long Hanborough
Contact: Judy Haynes (882379) and Valerie Tee
(882891)
We have been meeting for over twenty one years,
enjoying friendship and fellowship among about
twenty people every session, some who come
regularly and others who just drop in.
Thousands of pounds have been given to missions
and charities.
There is always room for more to join in—everyone
is welcome.

BABY/TODDLER GROUP

Every Tuesday
10am-11.30am
Recreational Hall, Long Hanborough
Entrance £2.00 per family (first session free)
Facebook - Hanborough Nought to Naughties
Email – hanboroughnoughttonaughties@gmail.com
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that a much wider audience can engage with our collections, and it has inspired many visitors to share their own
memories with friends and family.”
These objects will eventually be repurposed as a themed
resource box, and the museum is launching an outreach
programme of reminiscence sessions this year.
There were also grants for Witney Music Society, Carterton
Community Centre and Tackley Active Group, among a
total of ten local causes.
WODC’s Shared Health Communities Manager, Heather
McCulloch, said, “We are pleased to provide this support to
these projects and in doing so want to acknowledge the
huge contribution made by so many groups, large and
small, to communities across our district”.

County Council Awards £4,000 in Grants to
Local Community Projects

A

lmost £4,000 has been awarded to organisations in
West Oxfordshire to develop arts, heritage or community
-based projects which contribute to the health and wellbeing of residents and quality of community life.
Projects from across the district, including a Christmas winter wonderland and a youth production of 42nd Street, have
benefited from the grants from West Oxfordshire District
Council (WODC).
Bladon Junior Church, a group for children and young people from Bladon and the surrounding areas, and the largest
junior church in the country, was awarded a grant of £500.
Its treasurer, Philip Rumsby, said the funding was key to
being able to put on a production of 42nd Street.
“A large part of our work is in the field of the performing
arts, and we regularly stage concerts and musicals. As we
don’t charge members to audition, the productions are
purely funded through tickets sales and now this generous
grant from WODC,” he explained. “The children, teenagers
and young adults find taking part in our productions very
rewarding - from the discipline of attending rehearsals and
learning lines, to the confidence gained by performing in
front of an audience, the experience is invaluable.”
For the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock, a
grant of £500 helped to set up a reminiscence program
within the museum to tell the stories of local soldiers, their
families and the consequences of conflict on them and the
country.
Deputy Museum Director, Peggy Ainsworth, said, “The
grant was used at the museum to help create our reminiscence display which will change theme every few months.
The first theme is ‘R&R,’ and the display is designed to be
multi-sensory, so we have audio from a documentary on
holidays in the 1950s, feely objects and dressing up, as
well as visually appealing objects and smells! This means
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Patients Urged: Help the NHS Help You this Winter

Bladon and Woodstock Flower Club

inter is traditionally the busiest time of year for the NHS,
W
and so patients are being reminded to only use Emergency Departments in Oxford and Banbury in an emergen-

Margaret Lang
A very happy new year to you all.
Our December meeting started
well with mulled wine and mince
pies. We were then treated by
four members of the Club with
their ideas for Christmas arrangements at home. They were all
very nervous but presented four wonderful arrangements which were raffled at the end of the meeting. We
did not meet in January, so the Club is looking forward
to starting the new year with our first meeting of 2020
on Monday 10th February at 7:15 with a demonstration
by Vijay Bhatia. Her title is ‘A Night at the Movies.’
Subscriptions for the year will be due that evening of
£35 per member. If you wish to be just a visitor, the
charge is £7 per meeting. Everyone is very welcome,
and we have a very exciting programme for the year.
We meet in the Bowls and Tennis Clubhouse, Cadogan Park, Woodstock on the second Monday of
each month. The meetings start at 7:15pm. If you
would like to know more please telephone: 01865
376587.

cy.
There are a range of alternative options available for nonemergency situations to ensure you get the appropriate
care you need, and save an unnecessary trip to the Emergency Department.
What’s available?
• Self-care is the best choice for minor illnesses and injuries – a range of common winter ailments can be treated at
home with a well-stocked medicine cabinet. Having a winter plan – such as keeping stocked up on medicines, keeping your home warm, and looking out for neighbours – can
also be beneficial.
• Local pharmacies can give advice on several conditions, such as coughs, headaches, upset stomachs and
skin conditions, as well as advise on stopping coughs and
colds from getting worse.
NHS 111 has call handlers who can help you choose the
right health services for your needs, as well as a website. NHS 111 can put you in touch with a clinician, a GP,
book you an appointment at your nearest minor injuries
unit. You can also use NHS 111 online 111.nhs.uk.
• Minor injuries units can treat deep cuts, small burns,
sprains, sports injuries, and infected wounds. To find out
your nearest MIU. please visit the Oxford Health website
• Your local GP may offer extended opening hours into
the evening or at the weekend.
Most importantly, only attend Emergency Departments
when there is a genuine emergency, such as loss of
consciousness, suspected heart attack or stroke, severe breathing difficulties, or severe bleeding that cannot be stopped.
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...Continued from
front page

HANBOROUGH WALKING GROUP

to new trainees and
I’d like to encourage
anyone that’s interested in finding out more
to get in touch.”
Ross Huxford, one of
the current trainees,
said, “Since I have
started with the Our
House project I have
grown up a lot and taken responsibility for managing my
money more sensibly. I have enjoyed living independently
and look forward to the future with support in finding a career.”
Khloe Bennett, who has been with the project for 18
months, added, “The project has given me a roof over my
head and employment in the local area. I look forward to
working towards coming off benefits and finding a place of
my own.”
Cllr Steve Good, Cabinet Member for Communities and
Housing at West Oxfordshire District Council, said, “I have
been involved in this innovative scheme for some time and
it has been a great success. It helps those in need live independently and have a meaningful future. It really does
change lives.”
To find out more and to download an application form, see
www.cottsway.co.uk/our-house/. Alternatively, email communities@cottsway.co.uk or call Sam Stronach via 01993
890000.

We are a very friendly and informal group who meet up the
third Sunday of the month and walk for approximately 2hours. Some walks are local and some may be a short car
ride away. We do try and lift-share as much as possible.
Here are the dates for the first half of 2020:
Sunday 16 February 2:00 pm
Sunday 15 March 2:00 pm
In November, we did a walk from Finstock to Wilcote and
then back to Finstock via Cornbury Park.
We now have a group of about 40 people on our email list
and most have managed some of the walks. If you would
like to join our group, catering for all ages, please contact
Lucy Tritton on trittonlucy@gmail.com or
Ellen Armitage ellenarmitageuk@yahoo.co.uk
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Hanborough Pre-School
Est. 1965 Charity No 304309
Hanborough Pre-School is held in the Pavilion at Hanborough Playing Fields. It is a fun and happy place welcoming
children from 2 to 5 years of age. Government funding for 15 to 30 hours is available for children aged three years or
over and 15 hours for some two-year-old children - please do not hesitate to request information regarding this. We
provide a safe and friendly environment for children to learn through play with a strong emphasis on outdoor education. The sessions run from Monday to Thursday during school term time, starting with the morning session from
8:45am to 11:45am, lunchtime sessions where children can stay and have lunch is from 11:45am to 12:15pm and the
afternoon session is from 12:15pm to 3:15pm. Friday Pre-School finishes from September 2019 at 11:45am. We also
run Forest School sessions on Friday mornings, where the children have the opportunity to go exploring outdoors.
Term 3: We welcomed back the children in the new year as well as meeting our new children. This term our topic has
been My World. We continue to go to our allotment area and Forest Schools (Friday morning sessions) as much as
the weather allows us too.
Dates:
Term 3 – Finishes Friday 14th February
Term 4 – Monday 24th February to Friday 3rd April
AGM: Thursday 11 March in Pre-School Room at 7:30pm all welcome – refreshments provided. All welcome to come
along.
Thank you to all who helped or came to our 10th Annual Burns Night on 25th January 2020.
Current Fees: Morning (8:45am to 11:45am) or afternoon sessions (12:15pm to 3:15pm) are £15 per session.
Lunchtime sessions (Monday to Thursday inc. 11:45am to 12:15pm) are £2 per session. We still have some sessions
available – please contact us for more information.
Do contact us on the numbers below if you would like to arrange to visit or are thinking of booking a place for your
child from September or email us for copies of our prospectus on pre-school@gmx.com.
Remember to find and like us on Facebook to be updated on future events and news.
You can visit our website for more information - http://www.hanboroughpreschool.co.uk/.
For a pre-school prospectus or to arrange a visit:
Call Jackie Moss (883261)
or the pavilion (883178) session times.
Administration
Call Wendy Bayliss (883120)
Most recent OFSTED report was on 21 November 2017 where we were rated - GOOD

COMPUTER HELP
Broadband and Wireless. Installation and Training.
Problem solving. Jargon-free advice. Upgrades.
Digital Photos. Virus Protection and Removal.

Call or email me, Len Kehoe
- Computer Science graduate
with over 30 years experience
– based in Woodstock
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phone: 01993 810125
mobile: 07944 877437
email:
web:

thepcbuddy@gmail.com
www.thepcbuddy.co.uk

Hanborough Allotment Association (HAA)
Newsletter 19— February “If you don’t use it you lose it….”

A

n ‘olitory’, a kitchen garden for growing herbs and
vegetables, is term that isn’t often heard or indeed usually applied to allotments. However, it is one that goes a
long way to describing what it is and it would certainly be
a pity to lose from the lexicon of cultivation.
Sadly, as we travel further into the 21st century, it isn’t just
words like ‘olitory’ that are at risk of fading from use. The
allotment, as a community resource, has become increasingly endangered. Allotments of land, for the purposes of
growing fruit, vegetables and flowers, date back to AngloSaxon times, and plots are still measured in the AngloSaxon measure of rods or poles, even though the rod, as
a tool of measurement, has been illegal for trade purposes since 1965! A full sized allotment is still 10 rods or
poles, which is about 250 square meters or 300 square
yards.
The total number of allotment plots in Britain has varied
greatly over time. In 1948 there were 1,117,000 a number
that fell to 600,000 by the late 1960s and 300,000 by
2009. Many were, and still are, lost due to building developments in cities, towns and villages. Social change
though has also played its part. As prosperity increased in
the latter half of the 20th century and the popularity of other leisure activities grew, interest in keeping an allotment
waned. These pressures still exist, but attitudes are
changing.
There is still a trend to lose land set aside for allotments,
but this is being pushed back against by an increasing
awareness of the need to address issues such as food
security, food price inflation, reduction in food miles
and climate change through greater self-sufficiency and
green action. There is also another emerging trend that is
increasingly taking centre stage in the allotment debate –
health, particularly mental health. Allotmenting is good
for you. A study published in the Journal of Public Health
in 2015 found that just 30 minutes a week spent tending
an allotment isn’t just good exercise, it boosts selfesteem, raises mood and dissipates tension and depression. It’s not just the effect of exercise; it is the very air we
breathe as we turn over the soil. Researchers have already found clear evidence that childhood exposure to
outdoor microbes is linked to a more robust immune system. Now it has been found that the bacterium Mycobacterium vaccae, which naturally occurs in
soil, boosts serotonin levels, the chemical in the brain that
makes us happy. This will come as no surprise to many
allotmenteers, as they have long known that going to the

allotment is more than a just a place to go to retreat from
the stress of life.
You may not want to be an allotmenteer, but as a community, we need to treasure our allotments and fight for
them. They are an asset to us in so many ways. Not just
to those of us that toil in the soil as allotmenteers. As
Monty Don says…
“…It is our piece of outdoors that lays a real stake to
the planet.”
The Association welcomes new members. If you have a
plot on Cemetery Allotments and you would like to join the
Association just email us:
hanboroughallotments@gmail.com. If you would like to
rent an allotment contact:
hanboroughpcfinance@outlook.com or 01993 886909.

Some things however, never change…
Knight v Snail V: Revenge of the Snail (from the Smithfield Decretals, southern France (probably Toulouse), with marginal
scenes added in England (London), c. 1300-c. 1340, Royal MS 10
E IV, f. 107r).
Source: blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2013/09/knight-vsnail.html
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in 1984, Hanborough
ELongstablished
Meadows Pre-School (previously
Hanborough Playgroup) pro-

Party games, transfer tattoos and tuck shop available so
bring your pennies. Refreshments available for grown-ups
including tea, coffee and cake.
Ticket
bookings
contact
Liz
Pringle
Hanboroughmeadowsevents@gmail.com. We are keen to take
bookings in advance to allow us to plan for numbers so
please do get in touch.
Visit
our
new
website
at
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk/

vides a high standard of pre-school
education for children aged between
2 and 5 years old. We provide high
quality, affordable care and education in a small, friendly setting. We
currently have capacity for a maximum of 18 children per session. Our preschool enjoys
strong links with local schools which facilitates a smooth
transition for your child into the foundation stage of primary school. The setting can take children for full or partial
day care from 8:30am until 3:15pm term time only. We
are an approved setting for grant funding for 2 and 4 year
olds, and eligible 3 year olds. Hanborough Meadows PreSchool is committed to safeguarding and all staff and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the children.
Cost: AM or PM session £17/ Full day £30 / Lunch club
£4 Session times: ALL DAY 8:30am-3:15pm, AM 8:30am
-11:30am, LUNCH CLUB 11:30am-12:15pm, PM
12:15pm-3:15pm. Forest Rangers Tues AM 8:30am11:30am & Fri AM 8:30am-11:30am.

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with the latest
news, information and events. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to
keep in touch. Joining Meadows Preschool – Contact us
for a Prospectus or arrange a visit by contacting 01865
689015 or 07818 553127 (term time) or email hanboroughmeadowsoffice@gmail.com. 33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough, OX29 8FL

What we have been up to:

Christmas Party and Zoolab:
The children (and parents) had a
lovely time at this year's Christmas party. They sang some festive songs and were thoroughly
entertained by Zoolab, who told
a wonderful Christmas tale incorporating some exotic animals.
The children loved it! After they
had finished stroking the stick
insect, giant snail and snake,
holding the rat and closely looking at the tarantula (!) they enjoyed a festive tea party and a
visit from Father Christmas who
gave them each a gift. It was the perfect end to the term.
Christmas Wreath Making Workshop: We had a full
house at our festive fundraising event on Sunday 15th
December. Sounds cheesy, but it definitely put the FUN
into 'fun-draising.' Rosie James and Leslie Jenkins guided our 25 guests through the process of making their
Christmas wreaths, wading through lots of gorgeous foliage to make our festive creations as well as adding our
own flourishes. The resulting
wreaths were all beautiful but
all totally different. We had a
really relaxing, fun and creative evening and it was great
to learn a new skill. Everyone
enjoyed some festive treats
and we raised over £500 for
Pre-School which is amazing! Thanks so much to everyone who came and to Rosie and Leslie who did a
wonderful job teaching us.

A Job Done Well:
Carpentry, furniture assembly
Doors hung, door locks fitted
Curtain rails and blinds fitted
Gutters cleared; fencing
Painting and decorating

Rob Atkinson
Property maintenance & high quality DIY

Upcoming events

Tel: 07876-275300
email: robatkinson.ajdw@gmail.com

Valentines Disco: Come and join us for a fun disco
aimed at age 10 and under. All children welcome and to
be accompanied by an adult. Tickets £5 in advance/£6 on
the door per child, which includes a drink and a hot dog.
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No job
too small
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Kids’ Corner
February Word Search
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February Activity: Make a Bird Feeder
Birds migrate for several different reasons throughout the
year. In the winter, many birds who eat mostly insects migrate away from the UK because insects become harder to
find in the winter. Many other birds who eat seeds, berries,
and nuts migrate to the UK from colder places because
food is easier to find here. These birds include bramblings,
redwings and fieldfares. You can catch a glimpse of these
winter visitors by putting out a bird feeder full of bird seed
in your garden. You can also leave out other kinds of treats
in your bird feeder, like apples, berries and other fruit.
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through the other corners.
4. Fill the egg box with bird seed or other bird-friendly
treats.
5. Hang in your garden, and watch the birds come for tea!

You Will Need:
An egg box  String  Scissors
 Bird Seed
Instructions:
1. Ask for an adult's help to cut off the top of an egg box
and cut a hole in each of the egg box bottom's corners.
2. Cut two lengths of string, about one foot each.
3. Tie one end of the string to the egg box through one of
the holes. Tie the other end of that same string through the
hole on the diagonal corner. Repeat with the other string

ASH WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY
FOGGY
FROSTY
LEAP YEAR
PANCAKE DAY
RAINY
RUGBY
SHORTEST MONTH
SHROVE TUESDAY
TWENTY NINE
UMBRELLA
VALENTINES DAY
WELLIES
WINDY
WINTER

Information from https://
www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/
natures-home-magazine/birds-andwildlife-articles/migration/which-birdsmigrate/
Activity from http://
thecreativecubby.blogspot.com/2013/06/egg-cartonbird-feeder.html
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Methodist Church
Services
February
2nd

10:00am

9th
16th
23rd

10:00am
10:00am
10:00pm

Rev Charles Harris
Holy Communion
Rev Jason Cooke
At Sutton (No Service Here)
Mrs Rachel Prince

We warmly welcome you to our church and pray you will find blessing in our midst and leave with the love,
joy and peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ in your heart.

Long Hanborough
Methodist
Church Women’s Fellowship
nd
th

Meet on 2 and 4 Thursday of the month at 2:00pm
All Ladies Welcome
February
13th Rev Rose Westwood
27th Preparation for World Day of Prayer, this is an open meeting so all are welcome.
The WDoP service is 6th March 10am at Christ Church
We would warmly welcome any ladies who would like to join our Fellowship whether regularly or
occasionally

The Hanborough Churches
So whenever we are in need, we should come bravely before the throne of our merciful God.
There we will be treated with undeserved kindness, and we will find help.
Hebrews Ch 4 v 16
The churches in Hanborough will be focusing some of their prayers on the community and will be praying for a part
of the villages’ community each month. In February, the focus of prayer will be on Station Hill, Park Lane, Blenheim
View, Burleigh Court and Hanborough Park.

Scrabble Group
If you enjoy word games but don't have anyone to play them with, why don't you come along to our 'Scrabble Group'
which meets on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at Long Hanborough Methodist Church. 2:00-4:00 pm.
We are a very friendly group and have a lot of fun, we are not at all competitive. The cost per session is £2, including
tea/coffee and a biscuit. Do come and join us, you will be assured of a very warm welcome.
Judy Haynes 01993 882379
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Thank You!

‘Sunday Friends’

Teams4U Shoebox Team based at High
Street Methodist Church, Witney wish to
thank all those who sent in a box, knit hats,
gloves and scarves, donated top-up items
and helped to check boxes. Thanks to your help, we sent
off 2,200 shoeboxes full of love to Eastern
Romania. Well done everyone—that is an amazing
achievement!

Would you like some company on a Sunday
afternoon? Maybe you live alone, or are a carerif you need fresh surroundings
and would enjoy a friendly chat,
then this is for you!
We invite you to come and join us for tea and
cake and good company!

Long Hanborough Methodist Church
is available for bookings.
Our premises are now disabled and
dementia friendly.
For enquiries and bookings please
contact Judy Haynes on 01993 882379

Sunday 9th February
2.30 - 4.00pm
In the Milner Room
Long Hanborough
Methodist Church
A warm friendly welcome awaits!
for further info,
Please contact Judy Haynes 01993 882379

Elderberries
Well 2019 already seems a long time ago! But here
at Elderberries, we are looking forward to 2020 and
a new decade! I must just mention our fabulous
Christmas party we had on the 18th December. It
was certainly one to remember; thank you so much
to the wonderful helpers we had from NSF International at Hanborough Business Park thank you Becca for offering your help and to all of you who came
along—you were all great! A huge thank you must
go to Jackie and Lynda and the children from Hanborough Preschool who performed their Nativity for
us, which really made our day. Also thank you to
our fabulous cooks Liz and Sue for Christmas lunch
and to Jeanne for her amazing table decorations.
Now we are ready for 2020 with planned visits from
Year 4 from Hanborough Manor, a discussion afternoon with Sonja from Oxfordshire Museums Service and a firm favourite tai chi, and also on Saturday 14th March our Spring Fling disco and raffle at
the Pavilion where we can dance the night away
and raise funds for the coming year so we can ensure Elderberries continues as a much needed social club for Hanborough for many decades. Please
contact myself, Dawn, Jane, Liz or any of our helpers if you would like to buy a ticket for our disco at
£5 each, or pop in to see us in the Recreation Hall
on Wednesdays. You are always welcome.
Gill Grahame, 881805

AIRPORT TRANSFERS

WITNEY SHUTTLE

WE ARE A FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL AND
EXTREMELY RELIABLE PRIVATE HIRE COMPANY
OPERATING FROM THE HANBOROUGHS TO
HEATHROW (and other airports/cruise terminals/
long distance journeys).
EMAIL: INFO@WITNEYSHUTTLE.COM

TEL: 0800 043 4633 or 01993 705993
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In the Kitchen

Quick and Easy Soda Bread
Cook’s Chatter

Ingredients

I love having freshly baked bread in the house, but I rarely have the time
to make it. My mother-in-law gave me this recipe for soda bread, using oil
instead of butter, to make the bread less dry. It's lovely with a piping hot
bowl of soup or just on its own with some butter and salt and pepper.

1 Tbsp rapeseed oil
8oz/225g plain flour
1 level tsp bicarb

Directions

1 level tsp cream of
tartar

1. Preheat the oven to 190°C/375°F/Gas Mark 5.
2. Put the flour in a large bowl. Mix in the oil.

1/4 pint of milk (and a
bit for washing)

3. Pour the milk into a large glass. Add the bicarbonate of soda and
cream of tartar to the milk, and stir until the mixture becomes frothy.

Pinch of salt

4. Pour the milk mixture into the flour mixture and mix to form a dough.
Knead lightly a few times.

5. Form the dough into a ball and place on a baking sheet. Cut a deep
cross in the bread and wash with a splash of milk.
6. Bake about 45 minutes or until the bread is golden brown
and sounds hollow when you knock on the bottom of it.

A Letter From The Editor
Tommy Begley
ear Hanborough,
DChristmas
This can seem like a hard time of the year. The joys of
are now a distant memory, but the extra hole in the

belt is still all too present. Gone are the festive parties and extra rations of roast potatoes that seemed to drive the winter
away, yet the nights are still long, the rain hasn't stopped pouring and it has definitely gotten colder. These are the joys that
every new year brings, and sadly it isn't set to change any time
soon.
But luckily these sorts of things needn't affect the likes of us,
because we live in the Hanboroughs. And as usual, there are
plenty of things to keep you occupied until it’s time once again
to dust off your cookery books and try your luck at the Hanborough Show. This month there are two things in particular I
would like to point your attention to. Firstly is the Hanborough
Environment Group’s public meeting, which will be an evidence
-based talk about the most effective changes we can make to
secure the future of this world for us and for future generations.
This is going to be a really useful and interesting talk, and I
would love to see the Rec Hall packed to the rafters for this

one because it’s just too important to miss.
Secondly, I would us to turn our gaze eastwards to our neighbours
in Bladon who really need our help. As I am sure many of you
know, their last pub standing, the White House, is closing, and this
time it could be for good. They are in desperate need of investors
and donations to help purchase the pub so that they can re-open it
as a community-run establishment. Without the White House,
Bladon will be completely without public amenity, a sorry situation
indeed and one I hope that Hanborough will never have to face. But
if we did, I am certain that we too would be in need of help from our
neighbouring communities. So let’s, if we can, help to save a brother in arms. Let’s invest in Bladon.
I am also sad to say that we are bidding farewell to a cherished
member of our community this month, a man who has always kept
an open ear and a warm heart to people in need. Rector David Tyler is climbing the ecclesiastical ladder and off to become an Associate Archdeacon. All of us at the Herald wish him good luck in his
new endeavour and would like to encourage people to say one last
goodbye on Sunday the 9th of this month for David’s last service at
St Peter and Paul’s.
Until next time...
Tommy Begley
Editor
hanboroughherald@gmail.com
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Changes to Council Tax Support Set to Help Those Most
in Need
Residents on lower incomes are set to be better off
thanks to proposed changes to their Council Tax support.

F

ollowing a public consultation, a new banding scheme
will see those with a weekly income of up to £125.99
receiving 100 per cent relief on their council tax.
Those on up to £187.99 will have 75 per cent relief, up
to £290.99 will have 50 per cent relief, and up to
£384.99 will have 25 per cent relief. Any household with
an income of more than £385 will not be entitled to support.
The upper limit for savings when considering relief has
also been pushed up to £10,000 from £6,000 while the
two child limit has also been removed to help larger and
blended families have more disposable income.
And should a household’s income increase into another
band, there will now be an eight-week period when the
original rate of relief will still apply.
Mandy Fathers, Business Manager for Operational Support and Enabling at West Oxfordshire District Council,
said, “The results of the public consultation showed residents were overwhelmingly in favour of these changes.
We recognise that this is a challenging economic climate and hopefully this will help the finances of those
most in need.”
The changes are set to be introduced from 1 April this
year.

the perfect Cotswold hideaway
Located in the beautiful village
of Ramsden
Ideal holiday home for when
family or friends come visiting
Sleeps 4 with parking
Cot and highchair available

For more details and how to book: 07305 816115,
info@gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk,
www.gablecottagecotswolds.co.uk
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